
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

FWS Form 3-2524  04/2019 
 
This form is subject to the Privacy Act of 1974) Issuing Agency: USFWS/Army 
 
 
TERM OF AGREEMENT: This agreement is valid from April 1 through March 31 for BONWR. The issued access permit does 
not grant you access to Jefferson Range (conventional, Precision Guided Munitions ranges) or closed areas on the 
refuge or other areas you are unauthorized to enter.  The access permit allows you only to enter areas as directed by 
authorized BONWR personnel.  You must check in and check out of the refuge at the refuge office (Bldg. 125). 
 
PLEASE READ AND INITIAL EACH BLANK 

  1. BONWR contains the danger of property damage and permanent, painful, disabling, and disfiguring injury or death due 
to falling objects such as aircraft, live ammunition, and practice munitions due to the proximity of Jefferson Range. There are also 
physical injury and health dangers from ground and aerial LASER (Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation) and 
other electromagnetic emissions from training exercises at Jefferson Range. 

  2. BONWR contains the danger of property damage and permanent, painful, disabling, and disfiguring injury or death 
due to the presence of expended, but still live, bombs, rockets, cannon rounds, flares, and other types of warheads. 
Unexploded munitions may be encountered anywhere within BONWR: lying on the ground or partially or completely buried. 
These munitions can still explode though they may have lain in the ground for decades. I have been instructed NOT to 
approach or disturb any military equipment or ordnance discovered on BONWR. IF encountered, please report to BONWR 
office. DO NOT touch any metal object. 

  3. BONWR contains the danger of injury or death from the presence of old cisterns, wells, natural sinkholes, and other 
openings or weaknesses in the earth, as well as other natural and/or man-made conditions which are too numerous to list herein. 

  4. Although signs exist to identify recreation and closed areas, BONWR cannot be marked to warn of the location and 
nature of each danger. Be aware of where you are and make sure you are in an area that you are authorized to be in. Watch 
your step. 

  5. BONWR occupies one of the more remote areas in Indiana. I have been advised to guard against the dangers presented 
by the remoteness of BONWR, occasional extreme temperatures, and other threats such as venomous snakes. BONWR contains 
no source of safe drinking water. I have been advised to pack sufficient water, food, compass and first aid supplies with me for any 
visit. 

  6. BONWR has limited services. If my vehicle breaks down, or in the case of any emergency, I understand that I will pay 
for emergency road services. There are regular patrols of BONWR, but it is advisable to possess a cell phone for emergency use.  
When using a cell phone, stay away from unexploded ordnance. It is advisable to call from a road surface. I will bear the full cost 
of all search and rescue activities resulting from my actions on the BONWR. 

  7. I have been advised that I am responsible for knowing and abiding by all federal, state, refuge, and military rules and 
regulations pertaining to use of BONWR. I have read and understand the applicable refuge rules and regulations. 

  8. When on BONWR, I will possess on my person a valid daily pass at all times and present it upon request to any 
authorized law enforcement officer or U.S. military personnel. Any person without a valid daily pass may be fined and/or barred 
from BONWR. 

 
  

 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF DANGER: RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS 

AGREEMENT AND ACCESS PERMIT APPLICATION FOR BIG OAKS 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

 



 
 

 

Upon my own initiative and, therefore, at my own risk, I accept permission to enter this area and in consideration of 
such permission do, for myself, my spouse, my children, my heirs, personal representatives, and assignees of the 
same, remise, release, and forever discharge as well as agree to indemnify and hold harmless the United States 
Government, any lessee thereof from, any individual officer, agent, employee, or director thereof from any claim of 
liability for injury, death, or property damage arising out of my usage of or presence upon said Big Oaks National 
Wildlife Refuge in accordance with permission to enter thereon. 

 
I further affirm that I will never prosecute or assist in prosecuting any civil action against the United States 
Government, U.S. Army, the Indiana Air National Guard, U.S. Air Force, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, or U.S. 
Department of Interior, or any of their agents, employees, service members, contractors, or lessees for claim or 
liability arising from my entry to BONWR. 

 
 

Please fill in the following: 
 
 
 
 
 
  Name _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________   State ________________   Zip Code ____________________ 

Home Phone __________________________________   Cell Phone ____________________________ 

 
Each adult individual (18 yrs. or older) in the group must complete and sign and submit a separate HOLD HARMLESS 
AGREEMENT AND PERMIT APPLICATION. I have received a map, rules, and regulations for requirements and procedures 
for legal access to BONWR. I understand that non-compliance with any state and federal laws, and BONWR rules and 
regulations by myself, or anyone accompanied by myself, is a violation of this permit. My access may be revoked or suspended 
for violations or conduct inconsistent to the management goals of the BONWR. I CERTIFY THAT BEFORE SIGNING BELOW, 
I RECEIVED, READ, AND UNDERSTAND THE HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT, THE BONWR RULES, REGULATIONS, 
AND MAP. 
 
____________________________________________________ ______________________________ 
Signature Date 

 
____________________________________________________ ______________________________ 
Signature guardian or responsible adult (if applicant < 18 yr.) Date 
 
 
Address: Big Oaks NWR, 1661 West JPG Niblo Road, Madison, IN 47250, Phone: 812- 273-0783 
Fax: 812-273-0786, E-mail: bigoaks@fws.gov 
 
Privacy Act Statement 

 
Authority: 10 U.S.C. 3013, Secretary of the Army; Army Regulation 190-13, The Army Physical Security Program and E.O. 9397 
(SSN); 50 CFR; and 43 CFR. 

 
Purpose: The completion of this form indicates certification by an individual or corporation to hold the United States 
Government, Department of the Army, Department of the Interior, and any Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge entity harmless in 
consideration of permission granted by the U.S. Government to visit the Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge. 

 
Routine Uses: The requested information is used to permit access to the Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge and confirm the 
individual’s compliance with Refuge safety requirements. More information about the routine uses may be found in the System of 
Records Notice A0190-13 OPMG, Security/Access Badges and Automated Installation Entry System (AIE) Records. 
Disclosure: Providing the information is voluntary. However, failure to provide the requested information would result in the denial 
of access to the Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge. 

 
PERMIT #   
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WAIVED?   

<15   DS   
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