Region 6: Lakewood, CO (States Served: Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Utah, Wyoming)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Location: Great Plains Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office, 420 S. Garfield Ave., Pierre, South Dakota 57501
Housing:  Not provided
Title: Fellow (Fisheries)/ DFP16R6FAC02
Project Description: invasive species, fisheries biology, biological controls, aquatic ecology;

The Fellow will evaluate a biological control for the invasive species, zebra mussel, in Offutt Base Lake on Offutt Air Force Base, located near Omaha, Nebraska. This population of zebra mussels is the only reproducing population in Nebraska and requires strict management to prevent their spread throughout the state.  The Fellow will evaluate the effectiveness of fish predators as a management tool for reducing the number of zebra mussels in Offutt Base Lake.  The Fellow will be responsible for field sampling and analysis of data from zebra mussel substrate samplers, fish diet samples, and water quality measures.  The individual will complete a written report and oral presentation of the results of this study.  This project aids in improving the Service’s understanding of using fish species as a potential management tool to efficiently and effectively manage the spread of an aquatic invasive species.
Minimum Education Level and Major Requirement Required:
Undergraduate rising senior completing a degree in fisheries, aquatic ecology or related field.
Key Requirements:  

Coursework in fish biology, fisheries techniques, aquatic ecology, and aquatic invertebrate identification

Knowledge and/or ability to design, implement, and complete a scientific study

Motorboat operator’s certification (MOCC)

Principles and Techniques of Electrofishing training

Defensive Driving training 

Desired Skills/Experience: 
Experience in conducting fisheries related work

Familiarity with the scientific method 

Principles and Techniques of Electrofishing; and Defensive Driving training 
