Region 5: Hadley, MA (States Served:  Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Location: Division of Migratory Birds, Northeast (Region 5) Regional Office, 300 Westgate Center Dr., Hadley, MA 01035
Housing:  May be provided by the Division of Migratory Birds, Northeast Regional Office 
Title: Fellow (Wildlife)/ DFP16R5MIG02
Project Description: habitat restoration, conservation planning, conservation partnerships;

This project will directly advance the conservation of saltmarsh habitat, one of the most important habitats for migratory birds and other wildlife in the Atlantic Coast Joint Venture.  The Fellow will use a database developed for the New England Cottontail (rabbit) Initiative, along with North Atlantic Landscape Conservation Cooperative data layers, to identify private landowners who own parcels with or adjacent to saltmarsh habitat.   They will analyze and summarize opportunities for conservation (i.e., protection/restoration) and migration (e.g., undeveloped lands adjacent to existing habitat) of saltmarsh throughout Southern New England (Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut). The Fellow will prioritize areas with greatest conservation potential, based on habitat patch size, landscape condition, linkages to the conservation estate, and other factors. The Fellow will promote this effort with USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service staff and state partners in hopes that this project can become a successful Regional Conservation Partnership for saltmarsh in the future. The majority of the Northeastern saltmarsh habitat has been lost or degraded over the last 400 years and—combined with human developments—sea-level rise is now a major threat. Saltmarsh is a critical habitat for the only endemic bird species in the Eastern US, the Saltmarsh Sparrow, and for a host of other highest-priority species, including, the American Black Duck, Black Rail, and many other sparrow and shorebird species with small populations and/or experiencing sharp declines.

Minimum Education Level and Major Requirement Required:
Graduate student who has completed their first year of graduate school in conservation biology, wildlife ecology, or natural resource management, including majors in forestry, fisheries, environmental science, or public policy - environmental emphasis.
Key Requirements:  
Experience organizing, analyzing, and summarizing data
Experience with technical writing, (e.g., have completed a major technical report, scientific publication, honors thesis, or graduate thesis or dissertation)
Desired Skills/Experience:  
Background in the ecology and conservation of birds or coastal wetlands; ability to coordinate and communicate effectively with a network of conservation professionals from multiple agencies, NGOs, and other institutions
Technical report preparation
Proficiency with GIS concepts and software 

