Region 5: Hadley, MA (States Served:  Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Location: Chesapeake Bay Field Office, 177 Admiral Cochrane Drive, Annapolis, Maryland 21401
Housing:  There is no housing available at the field office site, however there is potential housing at Patuxent Research Refuge in Laurel, MD, which is approximately 20 miles away.
Title: Fellow (Wildlife)/ DFP16R5ECO05
Project Description: habitat restoration, seabirds, raptors, nest monitoring, monarchs;

The FWS and multiple federal partners have embarked on a large-scale restoration of Poplar Island within Chesapeake Bay.  The Fellow will conduct population surveys and evaluate habitat for four critical Service species on Poplar Island – osprey, common tern, least tern and monarch butterfly. They will monitor over 25 osprey nests on a weekly basis; the resulting data will be used to determine overall nesting success of the island population. The Fellow will compare their findings to historical nesting data collected at the site. The Fellow will assist U.S. Geological Survey biologists in monitoring common and least tern nests located within several bird colonies and in varied habitats located on Poplar Island. At present, comprehensive monarch butterfly monitoring has not yet been conducted on the island. The Fellow will institute new monitoring monarch protocols which will include establishing belt transects to determine milkweed, egg mass, and larval densities.  The osprey is an aquatic sentinel species that is often used for evaluating the health of the Chesapeake Bay. The overall health of ospreys nesting on Poplar Island provides further insight into the health of other aquatic migratory birds throughout the region, including terns. The assessment of least and common terns, which are state listed threatened and endangered species, will provide insight into the various bird nesting habitats that Poplar Island provides. Restoration of uplands on the island will create habitat for monarchs and various other taxa of grassland-dependent wildlife which are in decline, nationally.

Minimum Education Level and Major Requirement Required:
Enrolled graduate student in wildlife biology, environmental science, or related degree program
Key Requirements:  

GIS Competency

Field Surveying Experience

Environmental Data Analysis Experience

Desired Skills/Experience:

Strong interpersonal skills

Comfortable traveling by boat to island field sites

Field experience, wildlife surveying experience
