Region 4: Atlanta, GA (States Served: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands)
Location: Sam D. Hamilton Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge, 13723 Bluff Lake Road, Brooksville, MS  39739
Housing:  Provided by the Refuge
Title: Fellow (Visitor Services)/ DFP16R4NWR03
Project Description: recreation and tourism, visitor services, public lands management, ecotourism;

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Fellow will review developmental steps used to implement a recreational entrance fee program at the Sam D. Hamilton Noxubee Refuge, documenting procedures used at the refuge, collecting information on the program’s function, and providing a document that could be used by other National Wildlife Refuges (NWR) in guiding their use and implementation of the recreational fee program. NWR’s can play an important role in connecting people with nature but often do not receive allocated funding to support public use activities.  More refuges are turning to recreational fees as a source of support, however, there is very little information directed to a field station on how to best implement a new program.  This project drafts a guide to implementing an entrance fee program on NWR’s anywhere in the Refuge System.

Minimum Education Level and Major Requirement Required:
Enrolled graduate student majoring in parks, recreation and tourism or related natural resource management field.
Key Requirements:
Coursework in zoology, wildlife management, or an appropriate field of biology; nearing completion of a Bachelor of Science or beginning a Master of Science degree in conservation biology, wildlife management or related natural resource field
Ability to communicate orally and in writing for both public and professional audiences; professional presentation skills for diverse audiences
Skilled in time management with demonstrated ability to meet deadlines
Ability to document observations using both handwritten notes and on field computers
Skills in Microsoft Office programs including Excel, Word and Access
Ability to author formal reports including producing all relevant figures and tables
Desired Skills/Experience:  
Valid state driver’s license
Willingness to live in refuge housing in a shared living environment (bunkhouse)
Ability to work with diverse audiences, and with adult and youth volunteers
