[bookmark: _GoBack]Region 4: Atlanta, GA (States Served: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands)
Location: Multiple Locations

a) Okefenokee NWR, 2700 Suwannee Canal Rd., Folkston, GA 31537
b) Roanoke River NWR, 114 W. Water St., Windsor, NC 27983
c) Alligator River NWR, Milltail Rd., East Lake, NC 27953
d) Cape Romain NWR, 5801 Highway 17 North, Awendaw, SC 29429
e) Savannah NWR, 694 Beech Hill Ln., Hardeeville, SC 29927
f) Lower Suwannee NWR, 16450 NW 31 PI., Chiefland, FL 32626
g) St. Marks NWR, 1255 Lighthouse Rd., St. Marks, FL 32355

Housing:  Provided by Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, Folkston, GA

Title: Fellow (Botany, Wetland Ecology)/ DFP16R4NWR01

Project Description: wetlands, vegetation management, coastal ecology;

The Fellow will determine the status and trends in vegetation as part of the Coastal Wetland Elevation Monitoring project (conducted at National Wildlife Refuges in North Carolina, South Carolina and Florida) using field methods and data structure described by the Carolina Vegetation Survey protocol.  Specific objectives include: documenting change over time of vascular species composition, structure, and cover; assessing change across multiple spatial scales; and describing shifts in soil chemistry and physical properties across project sites.  The Coastal Plain of the southeastern United States has the highest diversity of freshwater wetland plant communities in North America and its maritime fringing zone increases the complexity by adding wetlands of tidal and salt influence. Sea-level rise and its potential impacts to habitats and species are a major concern for the National Wildlife Refuges within the region, which is also represented by the South Atlantic Landscape Conservation Cooperative.

Minimum Education Level and Major Requirement Required:

Enrolled Graduate Student in Environmental Sciences, Ecology, Coastal and Marine Sciences, Botany, Forestry, or Biological Sciences

Key Requirements:  

Knowledge of basic components of vegetation field survey techniques (e.g., quadrats versus transects; density versus frequency versus cover).  

Knowledge of common wetland plants of the Southeastern U.S. Coastal Plain and ability to use vegetative keys.

Ability to use GPS, topographic and aerial imagery maps, and a compass to navigate in remote locations.

Knowledge of Southeastern U.S. maritime and coastal ecosystems, including tidally-influenced salt and brackish marshes, freshwater marshes, and forested wetlands.

Boat safety, first aid, and CPR training.  

Desired skills/Experience:

Ability to work independently (remote from supervisor), with responsibility for daily work planning, schedule and accomplishments.

Ability to work long hours in hot and humid environments and in hydric or fully submerged wetlands.

Ability to travel comfortably on motor boats and airboats, and ability to operate a 4WD vehicle (proof of valid state driver’s license).

Ability to travel 2 miles a day on foot carrying at least 25 lbs.

Ability to work well with others.
