Region 3: Bloomington, MN (States Served: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Wisconsin)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Location: Midwest Regional Office (Region 3), 5600 American Blvd W State 990, Bloomington, MN 55437
Housing:  Not provided
Title: Fellow (Realty)/ DFP16R3NWR03
Project Description: realty, land acquisition, real estate, land use negotiation;

The Fellow will serve as Realty Specialist in the Region 3 Regional Office Division of Realty, National Wildlife Refuge System in Bloomington, Minnesota, and in the Minnesota Wetland Acquisition Office in Fergus Falls, Minnesota on up to 10 pending property acquisitions (fee title and easement) at refuges and/or wetland management districts. Land acquisitions are funded by state or federal appropriations, donations or exchanges.  They will review appraisals and prepare formal letters to landowners for Statement of Just Compensation (SJC) for fee title acquisitions at refuges or use the Adjusted Assessed Land Value (AALV) formula for easements in Minnesota. The Fellow will procure and review abstracts of title, and will prepare acceptable purchase agreements, easement contracts, and donation agreements for negotiations and execution.  They will conduct inspections of lands proposed for acquisition to evaluate potential hazardous contaminant liability, and for Certificates of Inspection (CIP).  They will be trained on preparing draft preliminary title opinions (PTOs) for review by paralegal, and for approval by attorney in the Department of the Interior Field Solicitor’s office.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has made the Prairie Pothole Region of the Dakotas and Minnesota one of the focus areas for migratory birds, and many refuges in the Midwest Region are important habitat for pollinator species, including the Monarch butterfly.  Nearly every parcel acquired for refuge additions in the Midwest Region supports both the conservation of migratory birds and the Monarch butterfly.

Minimum Education Level and Major Requirements Required:
Enrolled graduate student working on a degree in Environmental Policy, Environmental Studies, Economics/Business Economics, Public Administration, Environmental Design, Political Science, Biological Science, Forestry, Geography, Law, Urban or Regional Planning or other natural resources related fields.
Graduate students of any major with an undergraduate degree in the biological sciences, forestry, geography, business administration, economics, political science, urban and regional planning, or other natural resources related field will also be considered.
Key Requirements:  

Proven experience conducting policy analysis, and/or research intended for publication or for formal government communication.    

Strong verbal and written communication skills.

Proven ability to evaluate a work project and apply federal law, agency processes, procedures, rules and regulations to successfully complete assignments.

Attention to detail and ability to evaluate work assignment to ensure correct legal instruments (e.g. purchase agreements, conservation easements) are properly executed and acquisitions are aligned with Service’s mission and goals.

Desired Skills/Experience: None
