Region 3: Bloomington, MN (States Served: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Wisconsin)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Location: Midwest Fisheries Center, 555 Lester Avenue, Onalaska, WI  54650
Housing:  Not provided
Title: Fellow (Fisheries, Wildlife)/ DFP16R3FAC02
Project Description: animal health, microbiology, wildlife disease, veterinary science;

A growing number of USFWS Fish Health Center facilities are now maintaining and developing propagation methods for amphibians listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  The Fellow will conduct research on non-lethal sampling methods for health monitoring of amphibians.  The Fellow will validate a quantitative sampling method for the amphibian pathogen Batrachochytrium salamandrivorans (Bsal) for use as a monitoring tool for federally listed salamanders and will author a standard procedure guideline (SOP) for Bsal sampling for use by the Midwest Center and subsequently, all Fish Health Centers, nationwide.  They will conduct a literature review of therapeutic treatments for amphibian pathogens most likely to occur in federal captive population facilities. This research is important because little is known about the diseases that impact amphibians in captivity, and even less is known about suitable health diagnostic assays.  The project will provide much needed information methods appropriate for monitoring health of ESA-listed amphibians.
Minimum Education Level and Major Requirements Required:
Graduate student who has completed their first year of graduate school with a major in Veterinary Medicine, Microbiology, Fisheries, Fish Biology/Aquatic Science, Wildlife Management or another closely related field.
Key Requirements:  
Coursework or training in animal tissue sample collection, microbiological and molecular methods used for disease diagnostics 
Experience in molecular methods including DNA extraction and PCR 
Experience conducting web-based veterinary medical literature reviews
Knowledge of aquatic animal husbandry methods 
Fellow must possess valid state driver’s license
Desired Skills/Experience: 
Knowledge of amphibian health issues affecting North American taxa
Course work in aquatic animal science


