Region 2: Albuquerque, NM (States Served: Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Location: Texas Coastal Ecological Services Field Office, 17629 El Camino Real, Suite 211, Houston, TX 77058
Housing:  Not provided
Title: Fellow (Fisheries, Aquatic Ecology)/ DFP16R2FAC01
Project Description: 
Key Words: freshwater mussels, aquatic ecology, river ecology, endangered species;

Freshwater mussels are one of the most imperiled taxonomic groups in North America and the trend continues in Texas. Six species of mussels in Texas are now candidates for protection under the Endangered Species Act.   It is uncertain whether or not any of these species occur within the Lavaca River basin due to the lack of surveys.  The Fellow will conduct qualitative time searches for freshwater mussels within selected sites in the Lavaca Basin.  The Fellow will produce a species list for selected sites, with indices of diversity, and relative abundance.  They will also generate a final report with maps of the project findings.  The project will support the listing and conservation needs of Texas candidate and state listed mussels.

Minimum Education Level and Major Requirements Required:
Enrolled graduate student in biology, freshwater ecology or related degree

Key Requirements:  
Experience with conducting freshwater mussel research using qualitative sampling methods and biostatistics for data analysis.  

Capable of working in the field on uneven terrain, hauling heavy equipment, hiking/paddling long distances, able to work in inclement weather.

Interest in a conservation career focused on riverine/mussel ecosystems.

Desired Skills/Experience: 

Knowledge of or experience with freshwater/river ecology, freshwater mussel biology/ecology (or equivalent), scientific sampling methods

Coursework or experience in Biostatistics (or equivalent)

Course work with Arc GIS 10 or higher

Experience working with Texas freshwater mussels, conducting surveys and identification of mussels.

Swimming ability and CPR/First Aid Training.  

