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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

 
Effective May 18, 2010, Baskett Slough National Wildlife Refuge will be removing the 
rest rooms located at the Refuge Overlook off Highway 22 near Dallas, Oregon.  These 
rest rooms are being removed for the following reasons: 
 

• Safety - Increased vehicular use off and on to Highway 22 has raised safety 
concerns related to the lack of available turn lanes and heavy vehicular traffic when 
accessing and leaving the parking area. 

• Health - The twice weekly cleaning is not sufficient to handle the heavy use.  In 
addition, electricity and running water are not available. 

• Aesthetics – Vandalism occurs often, which includes graffiti, carvings, and trash. 
• Increased Use – The majority of visitors use this site as a rest stop.  The site was not 

designed to accommodate the heavy use that it receives.  In addition, unauthorized 
after-hours use is a major issue. 

• Costs – The cost to properly maintain the rest area to accommodate heavy use has 
become prohibitive. 

• Partnering - Attempts to obtain cost sharing measures with other agencies were 
unsuccessful.  

• Alternative Rest Rooms – Rest room facilities are available approximately two 
miles away off Coville Road at Baskett Butte parking area for Refuge visitors. 

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause the public.  For more information 
please contact Visitor Services Manager Sallie Gentry at the Willamette Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge Complex Headquarters at (541) 757-7236.  Office hours are Monday thru 
Friday 8:00am - 4:00pm. 
 
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, 
protect and enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of 
the American people.  We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife 
conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural 
resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to public service.  For more 
information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov.  
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