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Wetland delineations appearing! on the West Palm D ach Sovt~icast maps
%%,ere produced from 1 :80,000 color infrared ste,-eo r~od ei s

	

t --[ , en

	

-in
December 1972 . The %,,,etland units are classifiE:d in general accordancL,
v;ith Couardin, et . al, Classification of 'Hptlands arid

	

- s
of the United States, 0-c"Loher~l97Y,~

	

- if ereU)ii : °.jc cd

	

n
November 19Y,and1,;;arch 1978 .

	

Field checks revealed sio ni ficant al tera-
tion to the landscape ha;s taken place since 1972 ; however, since the
photography has been used as the basic data source, the ;;saps reflect
the status of the wetlands as they existed i n 1972 .

Over 50 percent of the area included t,,ithin the West Palm EeL.c h Southeast
map area has been irnlpounded within dikes for water conservation PUr-poSeS .
Because water levels thrOLrghout the area are under direct ccntrol of man,
the "artificially flooded" water regime modifier could be correctly
applied .

	

However,

	

i n an effort to provide the User t-ii th eel i neati ons
of the various plant cotti!"runities found within the water ma ; -Iagenlent areas,
water regime modifiers which reflect and describe the natural water
regimes normally associated with the specific plant communities have
been applied . Traditionally this portion of the Everglades has been
subdivided into the following vegetative communities : (1) aquatic,
(2) wet prairie, (3) sawgrass, and (4) brush-sawgrass .

For the purpose of mapping, these communities have been classified in
the following manner .

Corlnruni ty Predominant. -Species Classificatio n

Aquatic Nynphaea adorata System : Pal ustri ne
Utricularia spp . Class : Aquatic Bed

Subclass : Submergent vascular
or Floating leaved

Water Regime : Permanent

Wet Prairie Rhync h ospora tracyi System : Palustrine
Pani cum h emitomon Class : Emergent
Peltandra virainica Subclass : Persistent
Po_ntederia lanceolata Water Regime : Semipermanent
Pani c um pal udi vag "im

Sawgrass Cladium jamaicense System: Palustrine
- Eleocharis _elonga te Class : Emergent

Sag itta_r_ia la nci fooi ia - Subclass : Persistent
riocE:ulon rlcssl.'Ill Water Regime : Seasonal

Brush-savigrass ;~nchos ore fi l i foi i a System : Pal ustri ne
Ferns Class : Scrub-shrub/Emergent
An_drorpor .7n . spp . Water Regime : Intermittently flooded



iMajor modification_; to Netl ands

	

throu "hou -. 1- he mapped area

	

since ti n-ie

o 'l

	

the

	

photoJraphy

	

include

	

- i i l i ng

	

fcr

	

!,nu ; ~i rn

	

and con: .ct , ci al

	

level op
meht, extensive ser;m cntation '111y road construction, and drainage for
farming and livestock, grazi no .

	

I n sor,ie

	

i nsta -cces

	

the t-retl ands

	

have
been entirely obl i � era tc.d ;

	

;; ; - i l e

	

in other situations, only the water
regime has been changr:J t nd pl <<n t succession i s progressing toward
species a,

	

soci ati o .ns

	

reflect ; ,,, e of drier conditions .

	

I t i s

	

therefore
essential

	

that the user be con'.J «uously cognizant of the fact that
the 1972 photographic n!aterials have been used as the bas is data
source and supersede in many instances recently collected ground truth
information .


