
ORFGON FAR~ BILL PI CONVFNTIONS 

All non-tidal water regimes except D~ E~ and J will be used and 
no subclasses will be employed for anv c3 CtSsi.flcat.i,on~:;. 

~3pl i t ;_13~;:is.i f i c::\t:l on~:; \-Ji l} bFJ ·..'.c;,(C;·c1 (~.~j lI' t "CJ 1 \! .",nd \<,:1 JIbe bE(~;,E~d on 
spatial dominance. 

Though no official minimum mapping unit will be establIshed for 
thE' pr-oject~ only those "dot" slzE:'d wE·tlands which could be 
r-epr-esented as the smallest possible polygon at 1: 21+~ 000 scale 
wi.ll be delineated. Other delinealions will be as detailed as a 
given ar-ea r-easonably allows. 

The summf:;'r 1981 phDt.Dgr-aphy b('?i ng uSied few inter-pI" etdt i un :I~:; 

considered representative of a normal wetland vear-. though field 
r'ec::onnai ~:.i:'lnCe r-e!t?i::,l E,'d someIrJh,,':\t dr- i er c:ond it. ions. 

" 
Rivers and Str-eams 

Un dl'?r- --'leg f.,:,t E;( t ed rivers and streams will he clclssifipd as 
perennial wher-e i neii cat!::'d by UE;(-;S tC'I:lO<:O. Wi th onl y ,,,:\ ·fel.',! 

exceptions~ such as the Grande Ronde River 1 n t.he Gr-'clr-:d~? !~:Ol',df~ 

\) a], 1 c~y 0; I:::~;:UBH} • all such wate~ways will be 
d::;::;UBH) • 

Under-vegetated rivers and steams~ indicated as intermIttent on 
the topo will generally be classified as R4SBC in upper 
elevations <Pendleton BE and Grangeville SW) or where there is 
evidence of clear sca~ring or flowing water. R4SBA will be more 
comfnor, for interrr:ittE'r,t~:;; of lo'-Jer- elt:~vC'(t.ion~:; o;F'er,dl(o'tcm SJ,'J clr',d 
The Dalles BE) or those showing less scarring with perhaps a 
greater presence of vegetation. 

R4SBF will be used to represent both dewatered P f.?!·- I?n n i. i:~ 1 stl'-eanl~3 

and intermittent. streams full D~ water ,3t. the t i rnE' c,.J. 
phot D(]r- ,::,phy .. 

Under-vegetated irrigation and drainage canals shown as perennial 
i"Ji 1. 1. bf: C 1. ,:\~;:;s,i +:l E,ej FUH:;BF;~, those indicated as intermittent will 
b~" f~:1.j.!3BC>:. 

")r:':,lE,,·r:.at.iun (5hDU.l.d bE~ st"e<;"sed ir', thE"' c1.asisific:atiDI", u+ l:i.n0.:'dr' 
r·:iV(~I'~~ 21~Cj sl~eams wl~ef·e l~or-tj.c)l-lS CJf t~le lillealro !1\2Y be s~~aJrCE D~ 

ev~n devoid of vegetation.. Numerous breaks for non-vegetated 
classes of riverine should be avoided. 

Impoundments created bv run~of-the-river dams will not be 
classified apart from the rivers and streams themselves unless 
there is a clear break indicatinq the extent of the impoundment. 



OREGON FARM BILL CONVENTIONS, P2
 

Small e;-:posed flats of upper and lower perennial rivers need not 
be st'?pal' ated from the river classification and delineation in 
most C<':1ses, E'spec i all y wheY'e such i nty' i c:ate del i neat ions 
compYomise map r-€~adabi 1 i t.y. 

Seeps and Springs 

Numerous seeps and springs which exist throughout the study area 
will generally be classified as saturated (PEM,SS,FOB). These 
wetlands may be large enough for representation as polygons or 
small enough for dots or single dashes. If there is sufficient 
overland flow from the saturated area~ such wetlands will 
generally be considered seasonally flooded and will be 
represented by a linear in most instances. 

Where vegetated seeps a~d springs exist amid other upland 
vegetation~ identification will be more difficult and greater 
conservation in delineations will be in order. Emphasis should 
bt~ placed on lay"gE·t-~ !:wighteY" looking E\'reC'tS with possiblE~ 

~vidence of flow. 
o 

Though every effort should be made to l;cate and identify USG5
indicated seeps and springs~ many such units may be either too 
small to map or completely imperceivable. 

t'h s;cell anE'OUS 

Field reconnaisance and photography reveal perennial designations 
on topographic maps as too liberal for both natural and man-made 
ponds. Many such wetlands will be semipermanent and even 
seasonal~ especially in lower elevations. 

Both vegetated and under-vegetated streams west of the Blue 
Mountains (Pendleton SW and The Dalles SE) will be conservatively 
delineated when compared to the extent of USGS-indicated streams. 
ThE' €·>:tE~nt of \,oJf:':·tland str"€'am dE·linf?ations, witt..:~the BlUE' t'lountains 
and the Wallowa Mountains will more closely follow USGS 
indicat.iDns. 

!:;;Pf::\~~:j,,\l modifiE~Y' "f" will not bE' used foy" f,::;ly'mE'c! wet,L::tnds in such 
areas as the Wallowa or Grande Ronde Valleys. 

Hydrologic connections will be neither possible nor practical for 
j:lll W~?t 1 and~:; dE·I i neat€-?d i n c:orl·'e~:.ponclenc€,~ to U5GS intermittent 
streams. Numerous diSjointed segments of EM~ 55. and FO linears 
will eXIst within otherwise dry draws. 



OREGON FARM BILL CONVENTIONS, P3 

Though hydrology and topography are as much a consideration for 
water regime designations, seasonally flooded emergent meadows 
and linear wetlands can generally be distinguished from the more 
common temporary areas by a relatively brighter and darker red to 
brick red signature. 

Sewage treatment areas and the like will be mapped as wetlands 
and classified as either PUBKx, L2UBKx, or PEMKx; no other water 
regimes will be required on the label to further explain flooding 
c:onditions. 

Because of the difficulty in interpreting upland trees from 
wetland trees in riparian zones, close evaluation of the topo for 
old meander scars or other depressions is needed to delineate 
only the wet areas. Signature and stereo vision offer little 
help. 

As the differentiation of ~etland scrub/shrub and forested units 
for flooding situations is also often difficult by signature, 
l:i.near·· ~'mody wet L::mch; , disas~.:.or.:ic~ted with seeps and spr-ings, will 
generally be con~idered temporary in medium to high gradient 
areas, and seasonal in only ~ow gradient areas. 
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