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MIDDLE RIO GRANDE PROJECT
 

WETLANDS
 

LACUSTRINE
 

1.	 All open water bodies 20 acres or larger will be classified 
as unconsolidated bottom (L1UB or L2UB) as data indicates. 
Water regimes of semi-permanently (F) or permanently (H) 
flooded are used with the proceeding class. 

2.	 Non-vegetated shoreline will be classified as unconsolidated 
shore (L2US) with water regimes of temporary (A) or 
seasonally (C) flooded. Exposed bottom will be denoted as 
L2UBF. 

RIYERINE 

1.	 Perennial streams on the topographic maps with water shown 
on the photography will be R2UBH. R4SBC will be used in 
situations where the stream does not appear to flow 
throughout the year. For example, if the topographic map 
shows a stream to be perennial but no water is on the 
photography it would be labeled R4SBC. Also, if a perennial 
stream dries up in places leaving exposed streambed and has 
already been labeled R2UBH, labels of R2USC and R20SA will 
be used. 

2.	 Intermittent streams, as noted on the topographic map, with 
water on the photography will be classified as R4SBC. 

3.	 R4SBA will be used for intermittent streams, as noted on the 
topographic map, that are well defined and have no water 
shown on the photography. Intermittently flooded streams 
(R4SBJ) will be used for lesser defined streams. 

4.	 Streams flowing into the Rio Grande will only be pulled as 
far as the 100 year floodplain or one mile, which ever comes 
first. The 100 year floodplain is generally determined by 
the farthest extent of agriculture in the valley. 



PALUSTRINE 

1.	 Perennial ponds on the topographic map with water on the 
photography will be labeled PUB with semi-permanently (F) 
and permanently (H) flooded. 

photography will be labeled PUSC. 

3.	 Intermittent ponds on the topographic map with water on the 
photography will be labeled PUSC. 

4.	 Intermittent ponds on the topographic map with no water on 
the photography will be labeled PUSA. 

5.	 Forested wetlands (PF01 - broad-leaved deciduous) are 
classified with seasonal (C), temporary (A~ and occasionally 
intermittent (J) water regimes. 

6.	 Scrub-shrub (PSSl - broad-leaved deciduous) wetlands may 
have water regimes of seasonal (C) or temporary (A). PSS2 
(needle-leaved deciduous) may have water regimes of 
intermittent(J), temporary (A) and occasionally seasonal 
(C). 

7.	 Dead forested or scrub-shrub wetlands will be PF05 or PSS5 
with possible water regimes of semi-permanent (F), seasonal 
(C) or temporary (A). 

8.	 Emergent wetlands (PEM1) are only classified within the 
palustrine system and denoted as persistent. The water 
regimes are temporary (A), seasonal (C) or semi-permanent 
(F). 

9.	 Aquatic beds (AB) are classifed as ABl (algal) or AB3 
(rooted vascular) with water regimes of semi-permanent (F) 
or permanently (H) flooded. 

SPECIAL MODIFIERS 

1.	 Special modifiers that may be used with any of the above 
include excabated (x), impounded (h) and artificial 
substrate (r). 



RIPARIAN 

For this project riparian classification will be used on wetland 
species that are associated with the Rio Grande River but not 
directly flooded by the river. These riparian communities 
generally tend to fall outside of the diversion canals that 
parallel the river. The classification system will be as follows: 

Rp riparian 
FO forested 
55 scrub-shrub 

CW cottonwood 
MB mixed broad-leaved 
5C salt cedar 
MQ mesquite 

Example: A cottonwood riparian community would be labeled RpFOCW. 

UPLAND LANDUSE 

1.	 Agriculture 
UAc cropland 
UAt tilled land 
UAo orchards 

2.	 Urban 
UUr residential, high population 
UUm mixed rural and residential 

3.	 Rangeland 
Urm mixed rangeland 
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