ENTORY MAP

The wetland classifications that appear on the Aztec SE.National Wetlands
Inventory (NW1) Base Map are in accordance with Cowardin et al. (1977).
The delineaticns were produced‘through grereoccco-ic intarpratation of
1:E80,000 scaie Llack and white aerial photographs taken from 1974-1977.
The deli:rﬁr*onv were enlarged using a zoom traasferscope tc overlays of
1:24,000 seale and 1:62,500 scale. These overlays were then transferred to
1:100,000 scale to produce the Base Map.

r

Aerial photographs were unavailable for Valle Grande Peak, La Madgra, El
Rito, Ojo Caliente, Mendanales, and Lyden area [:24,000-scale maps. These
areas are therefore withcut wetland dé€signations on the Aztec SE NWI Base
Map. g : -

Limited field checks of the delineated wetlands of the Aztec SE KWI Base
Map were conducted in July 1981, to determine the accuracy of the aerial
photointerpretation and to provide qualifying descriptions of mapped wet-
land designations.

=l

Lh al photointerpietation, a small percentage of wet-
lands may have gone unidentified. Changes in the landscape could have
occurred since the time of photography, therefore, some discrepancies

betrween the map and cuarrent Lield Londitlons nay ex1st. Any discrepancies

thar arae anAciae e P | i ke ~€ e

SCe poas v hin -t { rado Pialeau rFProvince,
Grama-Galletla, n—-Juniper Mosaic section (3132P). The remaining
areas are witii ncky Hountain Fdrest Province, Ponderosa Pine-Douglas
Fir Secticn (31 3F . ’

The topography oi .('e srea is characterized by a series of sandstone and
limeston me2sas anc stccp-sided canyons that have been formed by stream ero-
sion (Darten 1928, The dominant waterways include the Rio Chama, running
southeast through the Chama Basin to its confluence with the Rioc Grande
just north of Espznol and the Rio Gzllina and Rio Puerco both confluent
with the Ric Cha

hamz. Elevations range from 6,200 feet above mean sea level
alony the Rio Chamz ta 9,755 feet along Magote Ridge ber<een Canjilon Creek
and E1 Rito. -

The Rio Grande flows southwest through a wide basin of alluvial material
that 1is composed of sand, soft sandstone, and conglomerate materal. Its

Lloadplaiae, ‘2nc¢ { the Rio Chams, previde arable acreage
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The Szn Pedro Mountains are Jocated 1n thne solinwestern portion of
the base Ma Lievations range from 8000 o 10,420 feet. Il is the

northern extent of the Nacimiento uplift, cons1st1no of granite material
overlain by limestone and sapdttone and topped by pyroclastic
tuffaceous material {Dart 628}

East of the San Pedros, &nd drzinec bv the Rig Chamz to the north,

ere the Jemez Hountains formed by successions of igneous activity over
sandstone and limestone. They form the northern rim of Valle Caldera,
the highest point, Chicoma Mountain, is at an elevation of 11,561 feet.

To the west of the San Pedro Mountains is the southern extent of

Arroyo Blanco. It represents the only area covered by the Base Map
occurring within the Colorado Plateau Province. Livestock grazing
represents the predominant use but overgrazing has caused 2 shift in

the vegetation from a grass ‘dominated rangeland to one consisting primarily
of big sagebrush (Artemesia tridentata).
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Wetland Cormmmunities

The Riverine system is the most predominant wetliand type octurring in_

the area Zfovered by the Abﬂou*u NWI B Map. The Rio Chama,

tributaries, and the Rio Grande are 2led as Riverine Upner

Cpen Water. Substrata of the Rio Ch and Ric Grande z

Sand derived from the surrounding sandstone deposits. be

occur in river channels, their persistence encouraging ¢
=

sxegetation such-as ;p1k=rhsre: (Eleocharis sp.)}. cockleburs (Xaathi:

i i
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by
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=
r
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strumarium), saltcedar (Tamarix thinensis), “cottonwoods {Populus fremontii),
and Russian olive (Elaeaonus angustifolia). Once woody Shrubs 2nd

trees are established, these communities conpri<e tHH lustrine forest
or Scrub-Shrub wetlends that zre also found as riparian growths along these
rivers. Ca“le may graze the banks. \lhere this is Comion

altcecdar becomes a dominant species. otherwise, cottc yds may
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Tributaries of the Ric Chamz, except the Rio Fuerco, are classified
as Riverine Upper Perennial Open Water. Field checks revealed that
substrata typically consisted of Cobble-Gravel to Boulders with ailuvial

deposits. The substratum of the Rio Puerco is similar, but its elevational -

gredient it jecs pronounced, and 1t is classified as Lower Perennial.
Waters are typically clear, but streams may be less productive than they
could be dus to the absence, in mzny courses, of suitable shade cver

the water. Cattle graze throughout the area and regeneration of the
riparian vegetation i5 suppressed. Only a few large narrowleaf
cottonwoods (Populus anaoustifolia) can be found along these streams,
with some Russian olive and saltcedar in association.

Riverine Intermittent Streambeds are streams and creeks that have
-surface flows usually during the spring runoff or after heavy localized
rains in the summer. Substrates at relatively high elevations usually
are composed of Boulders to Cobble-Gravel, but along the Rio Chama

“and Rio Grande, arroyos may contain primarily Sand and Gravel.

”‘-'}C"’j‘i Q:Qow.vn;r AR *+he D3SA Chars 3+ Y=kt

+he
LUIC CL ¢ NEo2CU )y Tl ceC Chalt The

5ur*ac° area for Ab1qu1u Reservo1r was 1618 na (3998 acres) anc'thé
actual mean depth was 7.2 m (23.6 feet). Water level fluctuations
are con51derable, the shoreline is usua]ly bare v1+h some occurrence of
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the upland areas and contribute to a mosaic of wetland type: ong the
major rivers. The Open Water designation commg efers to stock %£an
apounamentc. theY are TYR1Caliy unvegetated the waters are tu c

anc the shores are bzre. lhey represent Type 1 wetlands - Sezsonzll
Flooded Fiats (Sh+ znc Fredine 1871 Other Open Water destgmations

are associated with Pzliustrine Emergent wetlungs. These are usualiy
man made ponds such as those near Regina or beaver impoundments on
streams in moist cool mountain areas. Emergent vegetation iS commoniy
comprised of cattails (Typha latifolia and domingensis) and scitstem
bulrushes (Scirpus validus), with spikerushes {Eleocharis sp. )

avd rushes (Juncus so .) grow1ng a]onq the bankr at low e]evaLwon<

so.), water ple ntzin (Alisma sp.) and smartweed ’Po.vaonum sp.) are
usually present in these waters. Although no sempling of 1nvertebrates
was undertazken, productivity was a2ssumed to be fairly high since these
oonds suoportec waterfowl broods of American coots, pied—bi]led grebes
{fodilvmbus pocicens), and a few teal (Apas These wetiands
r::rcsen it the iype 5 wetland - Cpen Fresh tate: ‘

2y

Ne}

3 ¢ Shaw and Fredine

of sedges (yarex sp-) in the1r fTora.‘ Aqua;i; Beds of pond w:ﬂq (Fotamaqgggl
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Lode

R30N

R20W

R4SB

R3BG

R2BB

PFO/PSS

FEN

LIOW

L 20w

LZFL

Description

SR e

Riverine Upper Perennial
Open MHater

Riverine Lower Perennial
Open Hater

Riverfnu Intermittent
Streambed

Riverine Upper Perennial
Beach Bar

Riverine Lower Perennial
Beach Bar

Pa]ust?ine Forested
Patustrine Scrub-Shiu!

Palustrine Emergent

)

Lacustrine Limnetic
Open Water

Lacustrine Littoral
Open Mater

lLacustrine Littoral
F\dt

e i

river

Ary
b

fver

servo

servolir

Lharacteristic Vequtal |

, rushes, sedges

Circular and
Name 39 Type Physiographic Features .
-- Unvegetated. Sand to Mud
Cobble-Gravel to Boulders
L]
-- Unveqetated. Sand
lry stre. -- w Unvegetated. Sand
royo Cobble-Grave! to Boulders
Unvegetated. Sand tu Cobb!
Gravel
Unvegetated. . Sand
rian -- Cottonwaods (Papulus -fremont
Russian olive (Elaeaqnus cnouc:
¢ folia), willows (Salix sp )
- Rushes (Juncus sp.), spikerusne
(Eleocharis sp.), cockleburs
(Xanthium strumarium)
5 Cattails (Typha sp.), bulrush
Scirpus s .;
Carex ;Rf%. spikerushes,
(Eleocharis sp.), pondwueed
(Potamogeton sp.), water plant:
(A1isma sp.), smartweed (Poly;
e 5 Unvegetated. Fine bottom
sediments
e 5 Unlegetated.
ake 1 Unveyetated. Mud botton
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