TONTO NATIONAL FOREST, ARIZONA

MESA NE, MESA SE
MESA NW, MESA SW

-PHOTO INTERPRETATION CONVENTIONS
FOR WETLANDS

RIVERINE SYSTEM

The U.S.G.S. Water resource Books for 1980, 1981 and 1988 will be
used in conjunction with U.S.G.S. topographic maps and photo
signatures, to determine the water regime on streams and rivers.

If no other information is available then photo signature alone

will be used to make the determination.
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R2UBH — T .lower perermnial, unconsolidated botrom, permanently
flooded. These rivers are low gradient with
meandering scars and usually have a developed
floodplain. Signature is open water.

R2UsC - Lower perennial, unconsolidated shore, cseasonally
flooded. Signatures will vary from whit=s to a2 blue
gray mixture.

rR2UsSA/J - Lower perennial, unconsolidated shore, temporarily/

: intermittently flooded. These are sand or mud fTlat=
along lower perennial rivers. Signatures wary from
white to off white.

-R&SBC/A/J - Intermittent, streambed, seasonally/ temporarily

/intermittently flooded. =~ This subsystem of the
riverine system is the most freauently encountered.
The water regime will be determined by signature and
water resource manual. The "x" modifier will be used
for streams that have been channelized by man.

R4SBkCx - Intermittent., streambed, seasonally fl-ocdes. T
"k modiTtier ingicara2s arn arctivicia. . T TN B maaeT
water g lime “he Tx mcgi=i=- LiszLcutes 2
2xcavateg channrne.. This classiticstion 1s reservag

T Arriggtion canals.




LACUSTRINE SYSTEM

All lacustrine systems will be greater than twenty (20) acres.
Emergent vegetation around these lakes will be classified under the
palustrine system. Those areas influenced by impoundments will
carry the impounded "h" modifier. ’

L1uBHNK

- Limnetic, unconsolidateg bottom, permanently
flooded, impounded. Thise classification will be
used on impoundments with an open water signature
over twenty (20) acres. ’

L1UBHXx - Limnetic, unconsolidated bottom, permanently
flooded, excavated. This classification will be
used for Jlarge mining pits with an  open water

- ; signature over twenty (20) acres.

L2UBHN - Littoral, unconsolidated bottom, permanently
flooded, impounded. Signature is open water.

L2usc/a/3 - Littoral, unconsolidated shore, seasonally/
temporarily/ intermittently flooded, impounded.

Signature will range from a bluiskh gray mix for
‘'seasonally flooded to a white or off white for
temporarily and intermittently flooded.

PALUSTRINE SYSTEM

.

Due to the arid nature of the study area the occurrence of emergent
vegetation is very limited and is restricted to areas immediately

adjacent to-rivers and streams, oxbows, impoundments and mountain
springs.

L)

The impounded modifier "h" or the excavatea mozifier "x' will =
applied where appropriate to all palustrine syst=2m classitications.

I

11 =mergaent clascses carry the persistent "17 =ubclas=z.

PEM1A - Palustrine, emergent, tempor=2rily flooced.
ignatures will vary from pink £z a light red with
ittle or no mottling.
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PEM1C

PEM1F

PEM1B

PUSC/A/J

cPABLC/F

PABZC/F

PUBF %

PSsi1a

PSS2A

PFO1A

PSS1B

Palustrine, emergent, seasonally flooded.
Signatures will vary from brown to red-brown, dark
pink and red-pink mixtures. In most cases aark
mottling will be present. ;

Palustrine, emergent, semipermanently flooded. A
condition not frequently encountered in the study
area. Signatures are similar to PEMC usually a

little darker with a coarser texture.

Palusfrine, emergent, saturated. This water regime
will be reserved for those wetlands on - a slope and
a locatign designated as having =& spring . on .the

topo. “The signature. is the same a PEM1C. :

Palustrine, unconsolidated shore, seasonally,
temporally, intermittently flooded. Most commonly
found as the result of the impoundment of drainages.
Signatures vary from shallow water for seasonally
flooded to white for temporarily and intermittently
flooded )

Pzlustrine, aauatic Led, algai, seasonally
semipermanently flooded. Signature is pink to
bright pink.

Palustrine, aquatic bed, rcoted vascular,
cseasonally/ semipermanently flooded. Signature is
pink to pbright pink, a2 little less intense than
PAB1C/F.

Palustrine, uncomnsoligated bottom, semipermanently
f loodeaq. AN open water signature associated with

.cil wells and mining operations.

Palustrine, shrup-scrub, broad leaved deciduous,

. temporarily flooded. Shrubs are found in drainages,
‘along rivers and- streams in flood plains and in

assdciation with impoundments. Signature is a red-
brown to red.

Palustrine, shrub-scrub, needle leaved deciduous,
temporarily flooded. This classification used for
salt cedar along rivers and streams in flocd plains.
Signature is bright rec and rather dense.

Palustrine, foresteq, broaa leavea decizuous,
temporarily flooaed. Forested areas are found in
drainages, along rivers and streame in “lood clains
and occasionally associated with Imessundmentes.

Palustrine, shrub-scrukt, broad leaved deciduous,
saturatcted. This water regime will be reserved for

those shrup-=crud wetlzands on 2 slope and a loc=tion

=




designated as having a spring on the topo.

PFO1A - Palustrine, forested, broad leaved deciduous,
saturated. This water regime will be reserved for
those forested wetlands on a slope and a location
designated as having a spring on the topo.

PHOTO INTERPRETATION CONVENTIONS.
FOR RIPARIAN HABITATS

The impounded modifier "h! and the excavated modifier "x" will be"
used will all riparizan classificaticons when appropriate.

RpsSsMQ - Riparian, scrub-shrub, mesquite. Asscociated with
drainages and upper levels of flood plains.
Signature a red or orange brown, indivicual trees
easily discernable.

RpSSMB - Riparian, scrub-shrub, mixed brcad leaved.
Assoclated with drainages and upper levels of flood
plains. More common in drainages than mesauite at
higher elevations. Signature more red than mesauite
and usually somewhat denser.

- RpSsSsSC . - Riparian, scrub-shrub, salt cedar. ~ Found along
major drainages and floodplains. Signature is the
Nnearly same as PSS2. This riparian habitat 1is

located as a slightly higher elevation and may
border or be closely associated with a PSS2A

habitat.

RpSgsci) - Riparian, scrub-shrub, cotton wood - willow. Found
along major drainages and floodplains. Signature
iz similar to RpSSME but tends to be a little
brighter.

RessJu - Riparian, scrub-sthrub, junizc=r-. Fcounac in drainages
as higher elevations. <Sisnature is red. dJelineation

of this habitat 1s based more on Jersity and
location as non riparian growths o Jjuniper are
Tound on mountain slopes. Cauticn 1z ds=sd with this
classification,




‘RpFOMB

RpFOCW

Riparian, forestea, mixed broad leaved. Assocliarecd..

with drainages and upper levels of flood plains.

Riparian, forested, cotton wood - willow. Found
along major drainages and floodplains. Signature

is similar to RpFOMB but tends to be a 1little
brighter.




