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RIVERINE SYSTEl"': 

The U.S.G.S. Water resource Books for 1980, 1981 and 1988 will be 
used in conjunction with U.S.G.S. topographic maps end photo 
signatures. to determine the water regime on streams end rivers. 
If no other in~ormetion is available then photo signature alone 
will be used to make the determination. 

R2UBH Lower perennial, unconsolidated bottom. permanently 
~ looded. These rivers ere 10""', gradi.ent ""'i th 
meandering scars and usually have e developea 
floodplain. SiQnature is open water. 

R2USC Lo"",er perennial, unconsol idated shore, seasonally 
flooded. Signatures will vary from White to a blue 
gray mixture. 

R2USA/J Lo"",er perennial, unconsolidated shore, temporarily/ 
intermittently flooded. These are sand or mud flats 
along Lo"",er perennial rivers. Signatures vary from 
""'hite to off ""'hite. 

~ 

, ., R4.SBC! A IJ - Intermittent, ,streambed, 'seasonally/ temporarily 
/ intermi ttentl y flooded. This subsystem of thE 
riverine system is the most frequently encountereo. 
The llJster regime ""'i 11 be determined by sic:;nature end 
"",ater resource manual. The ·x· modifier ""'ill be used 
for streams that have been channelized by man. 

R4SBkC.x Intermittent, streambed. seasonally flooded. The 
Uk modifier indicates an artificially maintained 
water regime, the x modifier indicates ar 
excavated channel. This classification is reservec 
for irrigation canals. 
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LACUSTRINE SYSTEM 

All lecustrine systems· will be greeter then twenty (20) acres. 
Emergent vegetation eround these lekes will be clessified under the 
palustrine system. Those erees inf luenced by impoundments will 

.:. \ 
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cerry the 

L1UBHh 

.L~UBHx 

L2UBHh· 

L2USC/A!Jh 

, PAl,..USTRINE 

impounded h - modifier.M 

L imne-,t"ic .uncon£ol idated 
flooded, impounded. This 
used on impoundments with 
over twenty (20) ecres. 

Limnetic, 
flooded. 
used for 
signeture 

Li ttora ... , 

unconsolidated 
exceveted. This 

,. batt.om, .;~pe""mZ!!lne·nti) 

classification will be 
en open weter signeture 

bottom, permanently 
classification will be 

lerge mining pi ts wi th en open weter 
Qver twenty (20) acres. 

unconsolidated. bott:om. .permanent 1;· 
flooded. impounded_ Signature is open water. 

Littoral, unconsolidated shore, seasonally! 
temporarily! intermittently flooded, impounded. 
Signature \Ni11 range from e bluish gray mix for 
seasonal~y flooded toa white or off white for 
temporarily and intermittently flooded. 

SYSTEM
 

Due to the arid nature of the study area the occurrence of emergent 
vegetation is very limited and is restricted to areas immediately 
adjacent to rivers and streams, oxbows. "impoundments and mountein 
springs. 

MThe impounded modifier -h- or the excaveted modifier X • will be 
applied where appropriate toall palustrine system classifications. 

All emergent 

PEM1A 

PEM1C 

classes carry the persistent 

Palustrine, emergent, 
Signatures will vary from 
little or no mottling. 

Palustrine, emergent, 
Signatures will vary from 

-in subclass. 

temporarily flooded. 
pink to a light red with 

seasonally flooded. 
brown to red-brown, dark 
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pink and r~d-pink mixture.s. In most ceses dar\<" 
mottling will 'b~ present. 

Palustrine, ~m~rg~nt, semipermanently flooded. A 
condition not frequently encount~red in the study 
area. Signatures are similar to PEMC usuelly a 
little darker with e coarser texture. 

Palustrine, emergent. saturated. This water regime 
will be reserved for those w~tlands on a slope and 
a location designated as having a spring on the 

, .'topo. ". The. 'signat.ur-e .is.t:he ,same a PE-Ml(.,. 

Palustrine, unconsolidated shore, seasonally, 
temporally, intermitt~ntly flooded. Most commonly 
found as the resul t of the impoundment of drainages. 
Signatures vary from shallow water~for seesonelly 
flooded to white for temporerily and intermittently 
flooded 

Palustrine,PAB1C/F BQuatic bed, algal, seasonallY/ 
semipet lIIanerit 1 y flooded. Sign2!lture is pink to 
bright pink. 

Palustrine, aquatic bed, rooted vascular, 
seasonally/ semipermanently flooded. Signature is 
pink to. bright pink. a Ii ttle less intense than 
PAB1C/F. 

Palustrine, unconsolidated bottom. semipermanently 
flooded. An open water signature associated with 
oil welis and mining operations. 

,Palustrine. shrub-scrub,' broad leave'ddeciduous, 
temporerily flooded. Shrubs are found in drein~ges, 

elongrivers end streams in', flood, pleins and in 
associat ion wi th impoundme-nt·s.-~-Signature is a red
brown to red. 

Palustrine, shrUb-scrub, needle leaved decidUOUS, 
temporarily flooded. This classification used for 
salt cedar along rivers and streams in flood plains. 
Signature is bright red and rather dense. 

Palustrine, forested, broad leaved decidUOUS, 
temporarily flooded. Forested areas are found in 
drainages, along rivers and streams in flood plains 
and occasionallY associated with impoundments. 

Palustrine. shrub-scrub. broad leaved deciduous.. 
saturated. This water regime will be reserved for 
tllose shrub-scrub wetlands on a slope and a location 
designated as having a spring on the topo. 
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PEM1F 

PEM1B 

PUSC/A/.] 

PAB3C/F 

PUBFx 

PSS1A 

PSS2A 

PF01A 

PSS1B 



"',. PFOiA 

of,,' 

The impounded 
used will all 

RpSSMQ 

RpSSMB 

.,',~,' 

: ·t' ~\. ~ .. , 

RpSSSC 

RpSSCW 

RpSSJU 

Palustrine, forested, broed leeved d~ciduous,
 

satureted. This weter regime will be reserved for
 
those forested wetlands on a slope end e location
 
designated es heving e spring on the topo.
 

PKOTOINTERPRETATTON CONVENTIONS
 
FOR RIPARIAN HABITATS
 

modifier ·h" and the excavated modifier ·x· will be 
riparian classifications when appropriate. 

., 

Riparian, scrub-shrub, mesquite. Associated wi th
 
drainages and upper levels of flood plains.
 
Signature isa red or orange brown, individual trees
 
easily discernable.
 

Riparian, scrub-shrub, mixed broad leaved.
 
Associated with drainages and upper levels of flood
 
plains. More common in drainages than mesquite at
 
higher ~levations. Signature more red than mesquite
 
and usually somewhBt denser.
 

RiPer ian, scrub... shrUO .. '. ..~ t .c:ectar. 'Found e long
 
maSor< drainages and floodplains.'" ..Signature is the
 
nearly same as PSS2. This ripar.ian habitat is
 
located at a slightly higher elevation and may
 
border or be closely essociated with e PSS2A
 
habi tat.
 

Riparian, scrub-shrub, cotton wood - willow. Found
 
along major drainages and floodplains. Signature
 
is simi lar to RpSSMB but tends to be a Ii tt Ie
 
brighter.
 

Riparian, scrUb-shrub, juniper. Found in drainages
 
at higher elevations. Signature is red, delineation
 
of this habitat is based more on density and
 
location as non riparian growths of juniper are
 
found on mountain slopes_ Caution is used with this
 
classification,
 

____.... i¥I"f,...,.,.:ct~ 



RpSSXE~ 

RpFOMB
 

RpFOCW
 

R..1peri.an~ scrub-shrub~ xeric. Thisc::la'Ssi'f i-cati:on 
is res-erved 1'orextremelyarid ~rees such as found 
in AJo. Vegetation consists of a mixture of palo 
verde, iron ~ood and mesquite gro~ing in dry desert 
~ashes. -. 
Riparian, forested mixed broad leaved. Associated9 

~ith dr~inages and upper levels of flood plains. 

Riparian, torested, cotton ~ood - willo,,",,_ Found 
along _major arainl;'lgesand l' loodplains •. _ ,S'ignatur 
is similar to RpFOMB but tends:to be a little' 
brighter. 
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