Habitat Conservation Plan for Indiana and Virginia Big-eared Bats
Beech Ridge Wind Power Project (Beech Ridge Energy LLC)
 
Beech Ridge Energy LLC (BRE – a subsidiary of Invenergy LLC) is developing a wind energy facility spread over a 63,000-acre tract owned by MeadWestvaco in Greenbrier and Nicholas Counties, West Virginia.  Full development would include installation of up to 100 wind turbines and associated collection lines, access roads, utility lines, substations, operation and maintenance facility buildings. Within the 63,000-acre project area, about 430 acres would be disturbed by construction.  Following restoration, the permanent operating footprint will be approximately 60 acres. 

Consistent with a court order, BRE intends to apply to the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service for an Incidental Take Permit pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act.  The requested ITP would authorize incidental take of endangered Indiana and Virginia big-eared bats resulting from construction, operation, maintenance, and decommissioning of the BRE Generation Facility.  BRE’s permit application will include a draft Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) designed to avoid, minimize, and mitigate the impacts to the bats.  In accordance with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act, the Service is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed action of approving the HCP and issuing a permit to BRE. 


· Phase I:  A 67-turbine phase that has been partially constructed in 2009 with remaining construction to be complete in 2010.  Pursuant to to a court order and settlement agreement, all 67 turbines may be operated 24 hours per day from November 16 through March 31 and may be operated from one-quarter hour after sunrise to one-half hour before sunset (daylight hours) from April 1 through November 15 (non-winter months).   BRE would request approval from the Service to allow these 67 turbines to operate during nighttime hours in non-winter months in accordance with the HCP and any stipulations attached to the ITP.

· Phase II:  A 33-turbine phase that would be constructed upon approval of the HCP and receipt of the ITP.  The proposed federal action would allow the construction of up to 33 additional turbines.  BRE would request approval to operate these turbines 24 hours a day from November 16 through March 31, and, during non-winter months, to operate during daylight hours and during nighttime hours in accordance with the HCP and any stipulations attached to the ITP.
 
   

Current Action - Public Comment Period Open Until August 26, 2010
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) published a Notice in the Federal Register on July 26, 2010, to announce our intent to prepare a draft EIS and to open a 30-day comment period. An open-house public meeting will be held on August 9, 2010, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Community Center, 604 Nicholas Street, Rupert, WV.

The EIS will compare and evaluate several alternatives for permitting the construction, operation, and eventual decomissioning of BRE’s Beech Ridge Wind Facility.  The EIS will evaluate how these alternatives may impact endangered Indiana and/or Virginia big-eared bats, as well as other aspects of the human environment.  That information will provide the basis for making an informed decision on BRE’s application for an Endangered Species Act permit.  
 
Incidental Take Permits are issued only with concurrent implementation of an HCP that also evaluates alternatives and identifies measures to minimize and mitigate the incidental take of Indiana bats and/or Virginia big-eared bats. BRE is currently preparing a draft HCP. The HCP will include both minimization and mitigation measures, and assurances of funding for long-term conservation of the species to offset the take of either bat species that may result from construction and operation of the wind facility. Information and comments received will also be incorporated into the EIS.
 
With this NOI we are asking the public, agencies, and interested parties for data, comments, new information, or suggestions including information about Indiana and Virginia big-eared bat biology, wind power and bat interactions,  other current or planned activities in the vicinity of the project and their possible impacts on the environment, the adequacy and advisability of proposed minimization and mitigation measures for wildlife; post-construction monitoring techniques, and identification of any other environmental issues that we should consider with respect to the proposed development and permit action.  To ensure consideration, please send your written comments by August 26, 2010. (See notice for how to submit comments.)
 
July 26, 2010 Federal Register Notice of Intent to Prepare a Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Habitat Conservation Plan; Notice of Meeting and Request for Comments
 
News Release (xxxx  xx, 2010): U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to Develop Environmental Impact Statement On Proposed Habitat Conservation Plan  for the Beech Ridge Wind Energy  Project

Beech Ridge Energy LLC Habitat Conservation Plan, Incidental Take Permit, and Environmental Impact Statement informational brochure.

Comment Form (comments may also be sent to: fw5es_wvfo@fws.gov)


Past Action
 
Background Information
Map of Beech Ridge Wind Project Action Area (PDF)
 
West Virginia Public Siting Commission Certificate for the Beech Ridge Wind Project (PDF)
 
Court Rulings and Settlements (PDF)

