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The Fish Health Center (FHC) is a component of the Warm Springs Regional Fisheries
Center (RFC) and was developed to improve and enhance fisheries management.
More specifically, the FHC provides a wide range of services from disease
diagnostics to ploidy inspections.

Goals: 
• Provide service, expertise and information that contributes to the health, survival, 

enhancement, restoration, and recovery of fish and other aquatic species in support of 
national and regional priorities.

• Supports hatchery operations to provide quality fish that contribute to ecosystem 
objectives. 

• Assists in the development of management strategies through assessment and applied 
research to support the protection of wild stocks and recovery of threatened and 
endangered species. 

• Educates key audiences about the elements of comprehensive fish health and its critical 
significance to healthy aquatic ecosystems.

5308 Spring Street, Warm Springs, GA 31830, Phone: 706-655-3382
http://www.fws.gov/warmsprings/FishHealth/index.html



Triploid Grass Carp Program

Allison Palmer, new inspector to the Triploid 
Grass Carp (TGC) program, travelled to 
Arkansas in July to learn from and work with 
the other Region 4 inspector, Nikki Persons, 
and to meet and work with the Arkansas 
TGC producers.  

Fish health diagnostics
Several off-site fish health inspections were 
conducted by Brian Hickson, Gary Eddy and Allison 
Palmer.  Dale Hollow National Fish Hatchery in 
Tennessee and Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery 
in Kentucky were visited in June.  Brian and Allison 
went to Chattahoochee National Fish Hatchery in 
Georgia for an inspection in August. 



Wild Fish Survey

Species sampled and inspected included: Brian Hickson, Allison Palmer and SCA volunteer, rainbow trout, brown trout, brook trout, Gary Eddy travelled to the Chattooga River in bluehead chubs, striped jumprocks, warpaint South Carolina to assist with wild fish sampling shiners, turquoise darters, mottled sculpins, using backpack electro-shocking devices.  In July, yellowfin shiners, stonerollers, rosyside they teamed up with numerous other agencies daces, and mirror shiners, amongst others.including Trout Unlimited, SC Department of 
Natural Resources, and GA Department of Natural
Resources who were sampling a cross-section of 
the river for population studies.

 

Devin Chappell worked endlessly on the 
National Wild Fish Health Survey database so 
that the release of the new website link could be 
completed.



Mississippi Canyon 252 Oil Spill Relief Assistance

The Fish Health Center had two 
employees volunteer to provide 
assistance with the oil spill in the Gulf. 
Allison Palmer led ground crews out of 
Daphne, AL from 11 May - 6 June. 
Devin Chappell was part of a ground 
team out of Biloxi, MS from 28 June 
through 29 July.  Both Devin and 
Allison were helping out with wildlife 
operations, whose mission was to 
conduct daily coastal monitoring 
surveys for live oiled or injured wildlife, 
oiled carcasses, as an integral part of 
the biological damage assessment 
process, and to capture and transport 
any live oiled or injured wildlife, as 
directed by the wildlife hotline dispatch, 
to the bird rehabilitation centers. 



Special Mention

Gary Eddy was a SCA volunteer for more 
than a year at the Warm Springs Fish 
Health Center. He was a part of many 
projects at the Warm Springs Regional 
Fisheries Center, but mostly assisted with 
Fish Health projects.  He helped the FTC 
with Junior Ranger Camp in 2009 and 
2010, dressed as the hatchery’s mascot A farewell dinner was held for Gary on trivia 
sturgeon in the Warm Springs Candlelight night at Oscar’s steak house.  He will be 
Parade and was a beneficial part of the missed.
FHC team. He left in July to begin 
graduate school. 



Kids Fish for Fun Day 
The Warm Springs RFC and Friends Group hosted the 2010 Kids Fish for Fun Day to teach 
children the enjoyment of fishing. Four FHC employees and one SCA intern helped staff 
this event held on June 12, 2010. This year, over 250 children participated and had the 
opportunity to catch and take home five catfish. The FHC provided assistance to the 
Friends Group with operations. SCA intern, Gary Eddy, assisted with the touch tank area.  
Norm Heil was the event photographer, while Brian Hickson was involved with touch tank 
information and pond safety patrol.  Several of the staff’s family members attended and 
helped out.
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