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Washington deserves stronger habitat protectionl 
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Caitlin Guthrie <caitlinroseguthrie@gmail.com> 	 Tue, Dec 2, 2014 at 3:33 PM 
Reply-To: caitlinroseguthrie@gmail.com 
To: WFWOComments@fws.gov 

Dear Tim Romanski, Scott Anderson, and Lalena Amoitte, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Washington Department of Natural Resources Aquatic 
Habitat Conservation Plan. As a proud Washington resident, I am extremely concemed about how this plan 
relates to responsible management our state's public lands. The use of aquatic lands has far-reaching 
consequences for water quality, our economy and culture, and the overall health of Washington's natural 
resources. While I support moving forward on establishing the Aquatic Habitat Conservation Plan for all aquatic 
lands, I believe there are significant issues that must be addressed. 

Specifically, the plan should be strengthened in the following ways. 

1. Big projects like the Cherry Point and Longview coal tenninals need more scrutiny and stricter rules to 
prevent long-tenn hann of aquatic lands. Using land for a coal tenninal will have vastly different impacts than if it 
is leased for a marina. The management of land for these two projects should not look the same. 

2. The plan must address climate change. This is a 50-year plan that currently makes no mention of climate 
change. This gross oversight is irresponsible given what we know about the predicted impacts of climate change 
on nearshore and aquatic ecosystems. 

3. This plan should address the implications of existing and proposed aquatic leases in the best management 
practices. Examples include discharge from vessels coming in and out of marinas, and potential oil spills from a 
dock or vessel coming in and out of the dock. 

4. Hann to aquatic lands have economic and cultural consequences. Those impacts need to be considered 
and addressed, particularly for commercial and subsistence fishing. 

5. The cumulative impacts of projects associated with an aquatic lease need to be better assessed and 

addressed. 


6. The plan should include stronger provisions for: 
a. Preventing and responding to oil spills; 
b. Managing stonnwater controls; and 
c. Ensuring that there are no management gaps in our aquatic lands usage. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment. 

caitlin Guthrie 

1717 5th Ave SE 

Olympia, WA 98501 
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