
Regulatory Issues 



 The Washington  State Growth Management 
Act requires local governments to protect five 
types of critical areas:  

 important fish and wildlife habitat areas. 
 wetlands. 
 critical aquifer recharge areas. 
 frequently flooded areas. 
 geologically hazardous areas, (such as bluffs).  
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 RCW 77.55 Construction Projects in state 
waters. 

 Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife 
 Use, divert, or change the bed or flow of state 

waters. 
 Most common projects are culverts, bridges, 

bank protection, levees, dikes. 
 Issue about 4500/year across state. 
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 County Permit Assistance Centers 
 Priority Habitat and Species PHS on the Web 
 Ask the local Area Habitat Biologist who may 

know about distribution of these fish in your 
area. 

 Will probably need to check on your own with 
a consultant. 







 Is an interactive tool available through the 
WDFW web site at:   

 http://wdfw.wa.gov/ 
 This site has some information on species 

distribution but should not be relied upon for a 
definitive answer. 

 This is a place to start not end. 
 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/






















 Work that will use, change, or divert the waters 
or beds of state waters required a Hydraulic 
Project Approval from WDFW. 

 Local jurisdictions generally require fish and 
wildlife surveys before making land use 
decisions. 

 Local jurisdictions may ask WDFW to review 
and comment which we may or may not do. 



 
 

    
 
 

   Questions? 
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