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Western Yellow-Billed Cuckoo Receives Federal Protection under the Endangered 

Species Act 

Sacramento – The western population of the yellow-billed cuckoo will be protected as a threatened species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced today. The Service 
determined that listing a distinct population segment (DPS) of the bird in portions of 12 western states, 
Canada and Mexico is warranted. In the U.S., the DPS will cover parts of Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, 
Nevada, New Mexico, Texas, Utah, Wyoming, Montana, Oregon and Washington. 

The western population of the yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus), an insect-eating bird found in 
riparian woodland habitats, winters in South America and breeds in western North America. Once abundant in 
the western United States, populations have declined for several decades, primarily due to the severe loss, 
degradation and fragmentation of its riparian habitat as a result of conversion to agriculture, dam 
construction, river flow management and riverbank protection. Overgrazing and invasive exotic plants have 
also contributed to declines. 

“While the major threat to yellow-billed cuckoos has been loss of riverside habitat, we do not anticipate any 
significant new water-related requirements as a result of this listing decision,” said Ren Lohoefener, Director 
of the Service’s Pacific Southwest Region. “The water resource requirements for riparian habitat are not 
unique to cuckoos, and in many cases are already being implemented for other species. Riparian restoration 
efforts go hand-in-hand with good land management, especially management that promotes good livestock 
grazing practices.” 

The Service’s final listing rule, which will be published in tomorrow’s Federal Register and become effective 
November 3, 2014, is based on a thorough review of the best scientific and commercial information available, 
obtained through exhaustive research, public comments and independent scientific peer reviews. 

Next steps include designation of critical habitat for the species and development of a recovery plan. Both 
steps will be strengthened by participation from other federal and state agencies, tribal entities and the public 
in the open comment periods.  

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento


More information, including the listing rule, is at: http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/outreach/Public-
Advisories/WesternYellow-BilledCuckoo/outreach_PA_Western-Yellow-Billed-Cuckoo.htm  
 
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, 
wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and 
trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and 
natural resources, dedicated professionals, and commitment to public service. For more information on our 
work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov/cno. Connect with our Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/usfwspacificsouthwest, follow our tweets at http://twitter.com/USFWSPacSWest, 
watch our YouTube Channel at http://www.youtube.com/usfws and download photos from our Flickr page at 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usfws_pacificsw/ 
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