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Public Comment Report Available for
North Cascades Ecosystem Grizzly Bear Restoration Process

Sedro Woolley, Wash. — The National Park Service (NPS) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
have released the report analyzing public comments received during the first phase of an environmental
impact statement (EIS) for grizzly bear restoration in the North Cascades ecosystem.

The EIS is a three-year process to determine a range of actions that could be taken to restore grizzly
bears to the North Cascades ecosystem, a 9,800 square-mile area of largely federal lands in north
central Washington state.

FWS listed the grizzly bear as a threatened species in the lower 48 United States in 1975. The species
was listed as endangered by the state of Washington in 1980. The EIS is being developed jointly by the
FWS, which administers the Endangered Species Act, and the NPS. The U.S. Forest Service and the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife are cooperating agencies in the process.

The NPS and FWS held a series of public open houses from Feb. 13 through March 26 in which they
shared information and solicited public input on the range of issues related to grizzly bears and the
North Cascades ecosystem. Comments were also accepted by postal mail, online, and in person at
North Cascades National Park. The summary of some 3,000 individual comments be used by the
agencies to identify key issues during development of a range of alternatives to address grizzly bear
recovery.

A draft Environmental Impact Statement containing the proposed alternatives will be released in
summer 2016 and another public comment period will follow.

The analysis report and other documents related to the planning process can be found here:
http://go.usa.gov/3PZMG

More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America's 407 national parks and work with
communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities.
Visit us at www.nps.gov, on Facebook www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice, Twitter
www.twitter.com/natlparkservice, and YouTube www.youtube.com/nationalparkservice.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service works with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and
their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. For more information, visit www.fws.gov/pacific/,
or connect with us through any of these channels: www.facebook.com/USFWSPacific,
www.tumblr.com/blog/usfwspacific, www.flickr.com/photos/usfwspacific/, or https://twitter.com/USFWSPacific/.
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