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The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service will award $7.4 million in grants to nine projects in Puget Sound that protect and
restore coastal wetlands and their fish and wildlife habitat. The projects encompass over 1,127 acres of coastal
wetland and one mile of shoreline. The grants are part of $20 million awarded to 13 states through the 2012
National Coastal Wetland Conservation Grant Program. Nationwide, the grant program will fund 25 conservation
projects, encompassing nearly 13,500 acres of coastal habitat. Secretary Salazar announced the grants on January
3,2012.

The $7.4 million being awarded in Puget Sound will be used to acquire, restore or enhance coastal wetlands and
associated nearshore and upland habitat. All nine sites are in locally-supported priority conservation areas and will
provide important habitat for federal and state listed species of concern. All projects will contribute to two key
objectives of the Puget Sound Partnership: habitat protection and habitat restoration. Project sites include the
Nooksack River Estuary, Salmon and Snow Creek Estuary, Crockett Lake and Indian Point on Whidbey Island, Port
Susan Bay, North Bay in Case Inlet, and the Big Quilcene and Union rivers in Hood Canal.

Cost share from state, tribal and private partners for the Puget Sound grants totals more than $4.6 million.
Partners include the Washington State Departments of Ecology and Fish and Wildlife, Mason County, Lummi Indian
Nation, Stillaguamish Tribe, Whatcom County, Whidbey Camano Land Trust, and the North Olympic Salmon
Coalition.

In Washington, wetlands provide feeding and breeding habitat for over 175 species, and provide ecosystem
services that deliver ecological, economic and social benefits. Wetlands are nurseries for many fish and shellfish of
commercial and recreational importance; they provide floodwater retention and storage, recharge groundwater,
improve water quality and reduce pollution; and buffer habitat and human development from any future impacts
from climate change and sea level rise.

The National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant Program is administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and funded under provisions of the 1990 Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act. Funding is
provided by Sport Fish Restoration Act revenue — money generated from an excise tax on fishing equipment,
motorboat and small engine fuels.

Including the 2012 grants, the Service has awarded nearly $300 million to coastal states and territories since the
program began in 1992. When the 2012 projects are complete, about 293,000 acres of habitat will have been
protected, restored or enhanced as a direct result of these grants.

Coastal areas comprise less than 10 percent of the nation’s land area yet support a significant number of wildlife
species, including 75 percent of migratory birds, nearly 80 percent of fish and shellfish and about half of all
threatened and endangered species. For more information:
http://www.fws.gov/coastal/CoastalGrants/index.html
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