
 
USFWS Western Washington Fish and Wildlife Office  

 
Climate Change Workshop:   

Forestlands, Carbon Sequestration, and the Carbon Market 
 

Sawyer Hall – Lacey, WA   
 

9 am – 4 pm, Wednesday, October 15, 2008 (USFWS and partners)  
 

To register please contact Lou Ellyn Jones at 1-360-753-5822 or   
LouEllyn_Jones@fws.gov  

 
 
What:   
• A one-day informational workshop on the basics of carbon sequestration and the carbon 

market as they relate to forestlands.  Case studies will show how carbon offsets are currently 
used to provide incentives and/or leverage funds for conservation and restoration of forest 
habitats.  Implications of coming legislation on the carbon market will also be discussed.  

  
• A half-day workshop for USFWS employees to discuss our work and the feasibility of 

developing incentives for forest landowners to benefit species/habitat and next steps.    
 
Participants: USFWS employees (managers and biologists) and invited partners 
 
 

**WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2008** 
 

 
MORNING SESSION   9 am – 12:00 pm 

 
Introduction: 15 minutes (Ken Berg, USFWS) 

• Welcome 
• Set the stage: what’s the issue, why we are having this workshop 
• Housekeeping   

 
The Nuts and Bolts of Carbon Sequestration: 75 minutes (Peter Beedlow, EPA) 

• What is carbon sequestration and significance for global warming? 
• Where does carbon sequestration occur? Geographic areas—i.e., how important are 

Pacific NW forests at storing carbon?  Within ecosystems (wood, soil, biomass, etc.) 
• How long is carbon stored? How is it released?  What are the implications?    
• Other factors: forest species, age, biodiversity; land conversion versus logging 
• How carbon storage is measured or estimated and implications of methodologies 
• Who has the measurement tools and expertise needed to use them?  Can we learn or 

apply the methodologies in-house, or would we use a third party/contractor?      
• What costs are associated with evaluating carbon storage in a particular forest? 

 
BREAK: 15 minutes 

 



 
The Carbon Market: 75 minutes (Bettina vonHagen, Ecotrust) 
What is a “carbon market” and how does it work? Compare offsets and cap and trade as they 
might be used for a forest project.  Differentiate between voluntary and regulatory markets. 

• Types of carbon storage projects, where forest projects fit in; and types of projects that 
could be “tradable”. Avoided deforestation, reforestation and BMPs and implications. 

• Steps to establish a carbon credit and mechanisms (registries, exchanges, ERPAs,  
contracting, delivery of offsets, calculating reductions, third party verification)  

• Pitfalls of the carbon market and implications for conservation groups. Additionality, 
leakage, permanence, baseline, ownership (Is this valid, or is it a shell game?) 

• Ecosystem Service Markets and co-benefits: what is the future of this for conservation?  
• Policy implications 
 

 
**LUNCH BREAK 12:00 to 1pm** 

 
 

AFTERNOON SESSION 1:00 pm – 4:30 pm 
 

Decision Drivers for Forest Landowners: 60 minutes (Kirk Hanson, Northwest Natural Resource 
Group; Adrian Miller, Washington Forest Practices Association)  
• Considerations for landowners: retain forests vs. conversion; longer rotations   
• Range of management actions that could be affected by incentives  
• Types of incentives that could work for landowners: what is needed     
  

BREAK: 15 minutes 
 
Case Studies: about 2 hours  
• What’s being done at national, state, local levels? 
• How can you prove carbon is being sequestered?  Can you value “avoided deforestation?” 
• What other conservation actions could be leveraged from the carbon market? 
• What lessons have been learned, what works, what doesn’t, what about future approaches? 

 
Federal: Keith Tanaguchi, USFWS Region 4   

   Bob Deal, US Forest Service  
 
Non-governmental organization: Kirk Hanson, Northwest Natural Resource Group 
 
Washington State/Western Climate Initiative: Steve Bernath, Washington Department of Ecology 
 
Wrap Up: (30 minutes) Ken Berg, USFWS, Input by partners, how should FWS proceed? 
  


