Transcript
Dennis Kelly – Director, National Zoo:

I’m happy to report now that our beloved pandas, Mei and Tian, will stay here for awhile. We will do everything in our power to better understand giant panda breeding and reproductive science.  I can’t stress enough that each cub that’s born is crucial to the future of this species. And so that’s why we’re so interested in going forward with this research. Our Chinese colleagues have achieved great expertise in the art, science and practice of breeding pandas. The timing is perfect for us to exchange what we know, how we do what we do—in other words to blend art and science to achieve successful breeding of our pandas.

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar:  

            This is by all means a ‘win-win’ agreement. It is a win for countless Americans who have fallen in love with these most amazing animals we see behind us. This exchange will continue to give the American people an opportunity to see and learn about pandas outside of their native habitat. It is a win for the Chinese people as the loan of pandas to U.S. zoos plays an important role in supporting the protection and recovery of species and their habitats in China.

Zang Chunlin – Secretary General – China Wildlife Conservation Association

           Today we are here to sign a cooperative extension agreement. We firmly believe that over the next five years , the pair of giant panda, Mei Xiang, and Tian Tian, will also further cement the mutual understanding and friendship between the people of our two countries. To further promote Sino-U.S. forestry, wildlife conservation, as well as extensive cooperation and development in areas of social, economic, and culture exchange.
Brandie Smith, Senior Curator, National Zoo

            It’s a fantastic job. It’s truly an opportunity to be able to work with giant pandas. There’s a lot of work that’s involved in caring for the pandas. We take care of their every need—make sure they’re fed, that’ they’re healthy. And we also try to replicate activities that they would do in the wild. So we try and provide an environment and activities that are exactly what they would experience in the wild. So they can exhibit natural behaviors and they can act like pandas. 

FWS: How do you keep a panda from getting bored?  

Brandie Smith:   We have lots of tricks to keep pandas from getting bored. Pandas are extremely food-motivated. So we provide them with lots of bamboo and other snacks. And we spend a lot of time training them and that’s really engaging for them.  We train them to do all sorts of behaviors--things that will help us work with them. So right now with breeding season coming up – we have our (female) trained for ultrasounds. So she’ll come in, she’ll sit back and will get an ultrasound. So it takes a lot of time and it takes a lot of thought and their energy.

            We also give them different toys and puzzles to help them figure out how to get food  And so they don’t get bored. 
             There are so few pandas left in the wild, they are an endangered species. It’s not that we’re just increasing the number of these animals on the planet-it’s that we’re giving the public a chance to see them.   And the entire world cares about pandas and part of it is because we’ve been able to develop this close relationship with them here at places like the National Zoo.  The pandas are a gift from the Chinese people and I think it’s an incredible opportunity for people not just to learn about and care for pandas, but I think it’s an incredible showcase for the relationship our two countries can have together. 
