USFWS Acting Director Rowan Gould:  I want to thank all the youth folk that are here today. I’m really looking forward to hearing what’s going on. Especially how you all are working with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. And how that’s affecting your lives. 
USFWS Dr. Jay Slack:  We’ve got a panel of young folks that are going to come out. They are going to tell you a little bit about  where they are from, we're going to hear who they are, and we're going to hear about their experiences. And, what I'll ask them to do is to introduce themselves. And then we'd like them to talk just a little bit about the program and how that's enriched their lives. Or, if there are issues they have learned that they are going to take into later life we'd like to hear about that, too. 

Shelley Belin, Mescalero Apache:  When I first became interested in natural resources, like a lot of Native American youth, I started in wildland fires. I was a firefighter, I was an engine operator. And I thought that the extent of natural resources was forestry. While going to school off and on throughout my life, I did some internships with timber. I did some tree inventory. I did timber surveys. And that's what I thought natural resources was. And then, some very influential people in school, particularly at Southwest Polytechnic Institute where I received my AAS degree in natural resource management, showed me that there were other fields of natural resources. So, one summer when I went back to Mescalero (Apache Reservation), I was told that the fish hatchery was open. And I went to visit it. I wasn't thinking of working there, I just wanted to visit it and see the fish. I just thought this was cool. So I went and talk to the fish hatchery manager at the time, and she said that she would give me a volunteer position. So I worked there for one summer. And that opened my eyes to one of the resources--there's many resources that we have on the Mescalero Apache Reservation. But that opened my eyes to one of the resources that I became so interested in. And from that moment on, I knew that was what I wanted to do. 

Joel Colelay, White Mountain Apache:  When I first started working, I was worked with a type 2 fire crew. And, this one time we were fighting a fire in California (mid-state),  I was seeing a lot of animals, a lot of creeks. And I was wondering what happens these animals when a fire goes through ?  I would like to help the animals come back from a burn. I'm actually blessed that I have a job with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Five years ago, I never thought that I'd be hear. Never thought that I'd have a job.

Billy Frank: Member, Nisqually Tribe  We have to work with each other.  Our earth is crying. And it's crying for help. In the everyday movement of our country,  you can make a difference. You can make a difference. 
