
From: J.G. Oliver
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I am opposed to changes in the FL panther"s status
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 12:06:30 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

As a Florida resident, property owner, taxpayer, nature lover, and human being with a conscious, I am strongly
opposed to any changes to the endangered species status of the Florida Panther. Only 189-230 remain. If only that
many people lived in your city, you would say it had a low population, correct? The insatiable greed of developers
and ranchers has destroyed far too much of what makes Florida a place worth visiting or living in. There are tens of
thousands of properties that need renovating in my city; let them work on those instead! I've been an avid wildlife
photographer for over a decade and have long searched for a Florida Panther to photograph; they are extremely
difficult to find. Apex predators help determine the health of entire ecosystems; let's not destroy more of ours to
satisfy the unending money lust of a greedy few.

Sincerely,

J.G. Oliver

mailto:joliverstudio@earthlink.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: sbecker6959
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I just heard that Florida fish and wildlife Contemplating de-listing of protections for Florida Panthers. What on

Earth. They are critically endangered with about 200 living in the wild that"s it .They need to be kept on the
endangered species list. I am a Florida resident and I say keep them protected don"t let greedy developers sway
your decision to protect and animal that is Critically endangered .Thank you

Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 9:34:51 PM

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:sbecker6959@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Patricia Stevenson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I OPPOSE De-Listing the Florida Panther as an Endangered Species
Date: Thursday, August 17, 2017 8:31:39 PM

TO: South Florida Ecological Services Field Office, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service
ATTN: David Shindle

I OPPOSE De-Listing the Florida Panther from Protections it Deserves
as an Endangered Species!

Environmentalists and animal welfare advocates say there is absolutely
NO scientific basis for the proposed de-listing of Florida's official
state animal.

"Panthers are particularly vulnerable to human threats due to their
already-low numbers and because they require large ranges,"
McFall wrote in a July 20 op-ed in the Bradenton Herald. "Biologists
know that the leading cause of species extinction around the world is
habitat loss and human persecution. With developers encroaching more
dramatically in southwest Florida, the panthers need the protection the
Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."

PLEASE KEEP ALL PROTECTIONS from the Endangered Species Act
FOR THIS BEAUTIFUL PREDATOR and our Official State Animal!

Sincerely,
Patricia Stevenson
2nd Generation Florida Native

mailto:tall.trish@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.bradenton.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/article162665848.html


From: Geraldine Sanders
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I reside in Florida
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:28:42 PM

& urge Florida to protect the panthers & keep them on the endangered list.
Thank you
Geraldine Sanders

mailto:gkk47@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: L. R.
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I strongly oppose the delisting of the Florida panther
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 2:22:46 PM

I strongly oppose the delisting of the Florida panther,

For every human living in Florida, there are 0.00001117 Florida panthers in existence.

Florida's population grows to roughly 20.6 million and the Florida panther population has
dwindled to about 230, mostly due to habitat destruction, what with our tendency to drain
and mangle the landscape to make way for another Pizza Hut or whatever excites exurbia
these days.

Environmentalists and animal welfare advocates say there is absolutely no scientific basis for
the proposed de-listing of Florida's official state animal.

The Florida Panther was first federally protected as an endangered subspecies via the
Department of the Interior in 1967, well before President Richard Nixon signed the
Endangered Species Act (the Florida panther was given protection in 1973).

Kate McFall of The Humane Society of the United State's Florida leg noted how the number of
panthers killed by speeding cars grows every years, and how southwest Florida, their last
population center, is the site of aggressive development.

"Panthers are particularly vulnerable to human threats due to their already-low numbers and
because they require large ranges," McFall wrote in a July 20 op-ed in the Bradenton Herald.
"Biologists know that the leading cause of species extinction around the world is habitat loss
and human persecution. With developers encroaching more dramatically in southwest Florida,
the panthers need the protection the Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."

Adding insult to injury is the fact that Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
officials looked into making it OK to "take" (read: kill) panthers that encroached on human
territory (as if the inverse weren't the problem).

Sincerely,

Line Ringgaard

mailto:miss_bmw2007@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.cltampa.com/arts-entertainment/travel-leisure/article/20858328/here-kitty-kitty-kitty-hope-for-florida-panthers
http://www.bradenton.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/article162665848.html
http://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/post/fwc-commissioner-others-ask-legal-protection-take-panthers-while-developing-land#stream/0


From: kathyruopp@cs.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I urge you not to downgrade or eliminate protection for the Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 12:36:25 PM

Dear Sirs,

I urge you to not downgrade or eliminate protection for the Florida Panther.

The Florida Panther was first federally protected as an endangered subspecies via the Department of the
Interior in 1967, well before President Richard Nixon signed the Endangered Species Act (the Florida
Panther was given protection in 1973).  Kate McFall of The Humane Society of the United State's
Florida leg noted how the number of panthers killed by speeding cars grows every years, and how
southwest Florida, their last population center, is the site of aggressive development.

"Panthers are particularly vulnerable to human threats due to their already-low numbers and because
they require large ranges," McFall wrote in an oped in the Bradenton Herald. . "Biologists know that the
leading cause of species extinction around the world is habitat loss and human persecution. With
developers encroaching more dramatically in southwest Florida, the panthers need the protection the
Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."  Adding insult to injury is the fact that Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission officials looked into making it acceptable to kill panthers that
encroached on human territory (as if the inverse weren't the problem).

Human actions have created one of the largest 'extinction events' in the history of our world.  Human
population has exploded and this growth is threatening the survival of most other species that live on our
planet with us.  The consequences of allowing species to become extinct is unknown.  As a species we
are just beginning to uncover our interrelated dependencies on the species that live with us.  I urge you to
take all steps to maintain the protection for the Florida Panther.

Kathy Ruopp
kathyruopp@cs.com

mailto:kathyruopp@cs.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Joanne McGrath
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 3:08:19 AM

Please offer every possible protection to the iconic, struggling Florida panther. We must not
allow the extinction of this animal on our watch.
Thank you.
Joanne McGrath
924 Chestnut Cove Rd.
Sylva, NC 28779

mailto:everythingchanges41905@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: karen ruth mccarthy
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:46:42 PM

Hello,

I would like to encourage increased protection for the seriously endangered Florida Panther.

Please do the humane thing and don't let this beautiful species die out.  Please support endangered species protection
under the Endangered Species Act. 

Thank you,

Karen McCarthy

mailto:ruthkaren@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Diane Ferrara
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 6:07:51 PM

They can't protect themselves. Be a good steward of the animals God gave us. He's watching you.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dapferrara@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Samuel Cardwell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 4:03:28 PM

mailto:samcardwell2011@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ingo Hamann
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:09:09 AM

to whom it may concern:

My name is Susan Hamann and I’m writing from Chester, Nj because I’m very concerned 
about delisting the Florida Panther from the Endangered Species Act.
I would like to see increased protection for the Florida panther. 
Thank you for reading my letter,
Sincerely,

Susan Hamann

mailto:ingohamann@me.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Antonino Gentile
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:02:44 AM

I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:nin__007@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: sheree0731@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 2:04:05 AM

I live in California. However, I understand the importance of wildlife and want to see increased protection for the
Florida panther.

Please support this important issue. Once they are gone, they are gone for good.
SRP

mailto:sheree0731@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Amy Miranda
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:39:35 PM

Hi David

I'm writing to kindly ask that we see increased protection for the Florida panther. These animals are integral to our
ecosystem and as we feel the impacts of climate change and pollution our focus on maintaining populations and
ecosystems for these animals becomes even more important.

Thank you for your attention,

Amy

___________________________
Amy Miranda | President
lunch Inc
t:  | f:   |  w: thelunchsite.com |
Confidentiality Notice:  This e-mail message, including all attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential, proprietary, and/or privileged information protected by law.  If you are
not the intended recipient, you may not use, copy, or distribute this restricted e-mail message or its attachments.  If
you believe you have received this e-mail message in error, please contact the sender by replying to this e-mail and
destroy all copies of the original message.

mailto:amymiranda@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gene Cahill
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:34:42 PM

I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.  It would be a tragedy if this beautiful animal was
allowed to go extinct.

Thank you!

Gene Cahill

mailto:thegenelantern@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jodi Bell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:20:58 PM

I am writing today to urge the USFWS to increase protection for the Florida panther.
With as few as 120 panthers remaining, it is vital to the species.
 
Sincerely,
Jodi Bell

mailto:jodibell@kennebell.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Amy
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:58:06 PM

As a resident of Florida I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.

Thank you
Amy Green
Sent from my iPad

mailto:snobnny72@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Pamela Collins
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:55:07 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle, 

I ask you to increase protection for the Florida panther.  It's been estimated that there are less
than 120 of these beautiful animals living in less than 5% of their original habitat.  That habitat
is now threatened,  I do not live in Florida, but I'm concerned for all those who have no idea
that their state animal is dwindling to such a dangerously low level.  How can you have a state
animal that no longer exists, and how can one explain why it became extinct in our lifetimes?
I'd like to think that in this day and age, we know better. 

I ask you respectfully to do whatever you can to protect this magnificent animal, which is
already so threatened. 

Thank you for your consideration,

Pamela D. Collins
pameladcollins@gmail.com

mailto:pameladcollins@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:pameladcollins@gmail.com


From: bridgetmzorbas@gmail.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:56:37 PM

Dear Sir/Madam,
     Please protect the Florida panther. We are displacing far too many wild animals, to the point of extinction. Thank
you for your kind attention in this matter.
       

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:bridgetmzorbas@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Alana Crow
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:55:32 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle:

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen, wife, mother, entertainment lawyer and animal
rights activist, asking that you take all measures possible to protect the Florida Panther ~

The world is counting on your kindness and compassion

Best - 

Alana Crow, Esq.
-- 

 
 Law Offices of Alana Crow

 
T:  

E: alana@ac-entlaw.com 
W: www.ac-entlaw.com

S: alana.crow
 

This transmission is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed, and may contain information that is privileged and confidential.  If the reader of

this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for
delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any

dissemination, distribution or copying of this information is unauthorized and prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please notify me immediately by telephone

 and return the original message to alana@ac-entlaw.com.

mailto:alana@ac-entlaw.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.ac-entlaw.com/
mailto:entlaw@alanagcrow.com


From: Catherine Hamlin-Vizner
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:49:49 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle

Please give increased protection for the Florida panther. This beautiful big cat is becoming so rare that it is living in
only 5% of its original habitat! We can’t lose these incredible creatures…please increase their protection and don’t
let them disappear because of developers and hunters….insure their future by protecting them.

Thank you.

Catherine Hamlin-Vizner

mailto:cathamviz@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Elsy Shallman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:49:41 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

As a South Florida resident I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.  

Thank you,

Elsy Shallman

mailto:gomerlu11@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Pauline Wojtaszek-Evans
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:38:27 PM

 
I support the endangered species protection for the Florida panther.
 
Pauline Wojtaszek-Evans
6441 Ward Road
Sanborn, NY  14132

mailto:pwevans@nycourts.gov
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: colleen@kanab.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:12:06 PM

Please make steps toward increased protection for the Florida panther.

Thanks for your consideration

Colleen McMullen
Kanab, Utah.

mailto:colleen@kanab.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sharon Cohen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:30:58 PM

The Florida Panther meets the criteria for, and must remain, an Appendix I listed species to
ensure its survival against increasing and evolving threats. Sadly, the Florida panther appears
destined to be one of those species that quietly disappears into extinction before anyone notices
or takes appropriate action. That is unacceptable and inhumane.

I want to submit strong opposition to Canada’s CoP17 Prop. 5 to redesignate the North
American cougar subspecies Puma concolor cougar and Puma concolor coryi as Appendix II
species; I  urge the US to oppose Prop.5 and Canada to reconsider its position. 

I am a resident of South Florida, and live in Aventura.  I am urging you to please do the right
thing for these beautiful animals, and for the Florida residents that want them to be protected.

Sincerely,

Sharon Cohen
Aventura, Florida 33180

mailto:slcohen312@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jett
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:30:24 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
 
It is estimated that as few as 120 Florida panthers remain, living in less than 5% of their
historic range and there may be even less. Right now, thousands of acres in prime panther
habitat are under review for development and mining. Florida panthers – the state animal –
are currently listed as an endangered species, but I have heard there is pressure from
developers, ranchers, and hunters to downlist or even delist the species!
 
I wanted to write you to say that I support continued endangered species protections
for Florida panthers, with an endangered species listing under the Endangered
Species Act.
 
Please help protect to Florida panther!
 
Thank you for your time and consideration,
K. Jett
 
*********
K. Jett
Outreach & Operations Manager 
Animal Defenders International
6100 Wilshire Boulevard, #1150
Los Angeles, CA 90048
Tel:  (323) 
Fax: (323) 
www.ad-international.org
www.lionsbacktoafrica.org
www.federalcircusbill.org
www.stopcircussuffering.org
www.YouTube.com/AnimalDefenders
www.furstop.com
******
Follow us on Twitter | Become an ADI Facebook fan | Subscribe to our updates | Watch our videos

**********
NOTICE:  This email (including any attachments) is meant only for the intended recipient. It may also contain confidential and privileged
information.  If you have received this communication in error, please destroy it, and any attachments.  Any reliance on, use, disclosure,
distribution or copying of this email or attachments is strictly prohibited. Please notify the sender immediately by email if you have
received this message by mistake.  Thank you for your co-operation.
***********

 

mailto:Jett@ad-international.org
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.ad-international.org/
http://www.lionsbacktoafrica.org/
http://www.federalcircusbill.org/
http://stopcircussuffering.org/usa/
http://www.youtube.com/AnimalDefenders
http://www.furstop.com/
https://twitter.com/AnimalDefenders
https://www.facebook.com/AnimalDefenders
http://www.ad-international.org/newsletter/
http://www.youtube.com/animaldefenders


From: Misti Layne
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:53:45 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

So many species are at risk for extinction and there is really only one reason,
humans. We have to stop this. We need to take responsibility and ownership of
what we are doing. There is no reason this should happen. Protect the
panther. It is our duty.
 
Cheers,
Misti
 

                              

                 
 
 

mailto:misti@mistilayne.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.facebook.com/imagesbymistilayne/
https://www.instagram.com/mistilayne/?hl=en




From: mbb@highlandshistorical.org
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:32:47 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle:
It is estimated that as few as 120 Florida panthers remain, living in less than 5% of their
historic range, and there may be even less. Florida panthers – the state animal – are
currently listed as an endangered species,and it is necessary to keep that designation if this
group of animals are to survive.  

Please maintain endangered species designation for the Florida panthers.  The jobs
promised by the developers would be temporary.  Extinction of the panther would be
permanent. 

Many thanks,
Margaret Bleecker Blades
7001 Sheaff Lane
Fort Washington, PA 19034

 phone

mailto:mbb@highlandshistorical.org
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jes f
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:17:14 PM

Dear Mr Shindle,
I am emailing you to urge you to PLEASE support continued endangered species protections for
Florida panthers, with an endangered species listing under the Endangered Species Act.  Thank you,
Jessica File

mailto:jesfile@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lisa Leah Haut
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:46:28 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
I am writing to express my fervent hope that the Fish and Wildlife Services will INCREASE
protections for the Florida Panther.
This exquisite and iconic creature deserves the admiration and respect of every American. We
are blessed as Americans to have and extraordinary wildlife legacy that belongs to each and
every citizen. As Americans we are obligated to speak out when this precious legacy is
threatened. Please act to honor and protect this unique  and endangered species by affording it
every protection possible from any special interest group whose selfish goals would result it its
diminishment and/ or demise.
with sincere gratitude for your time and efforts on behalf of the Florida Panther,
 Lisa Leah Haut

mailto:lisaleah13haut@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: edna dugas
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:32:47 AM

Please don't allow this beautiful animal to become extinct. We are losing too much wildlife from our small,
vulnerable planet. Thank you for reading this.

Edna Dugas
40 walden lane
Pittsfield, ma 01201

mailto:dugaseml@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: devabhavya@quipo.it
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:53:45 AM

thank you for your work
anna maria from italy

mailto:devabhavya@quipo.it
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Bridget Irons
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:28:10 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle:  Please do what you can to help Florida panthers better survive and thrive. 
And please remember that how we treat animals defines us.  Thank you.  Bridget W. Irons

mailto:whitetaileddeer@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Len Jacobs
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:33:48 AM

It is estimated that as few as 120 Florida panthers remain, living in less than 5% of 
their historic range _ and there may be even less. Right now, thousands of acres in 
prime panther habitat are under review for development and mining. Florida panthers 
– the state animal – are currently listed as an endangered species, but there is 
pressure from developers, ranchers, and hunters to downlist or even delist the 
species.

mailto:lenjacobs@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Hall Lisa
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:44:20 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle

We are in an age of mass extinction and the call is becoming more urgent to help protect those
species and individuals who are struggling. 

Please increase the protection for the endangered Florida panther. Diversity is the key for our
success on this planet.

With kind regards
Ms. Lisa Hall

mailto:feyhorse@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Julie Gray
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:20:06 AM

Dear David,

I am writing to ask you to please increase protection for the Florida panther.

I do not live in Florida (though have visited many times) but don't think you have to,
to care about the welfare of animals in the world. We all benefit from collectively
being good guardians of the planet and nature/animals we coexist with, no matter
where we live. I think it is our duty to do the best we can.

Please be the voice for animals, and for people, and do what is best and the right
thing to do - Increase protection for the Florida panther.

Thank you so much for your time.

Kind Regards,
Julie

mailto:julieg.2468@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: satvet@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:32:17 AM

Dear Sir,

It is imperative to support continued endangered species protections for Florida panthers, with
an endangered species listing under the Endangered Species Act.

Sincerely, 

Sharon Torrisi, DVM
 

mailto:satvet@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Pamela Decharo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:30:41 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

Please do the right thing and increase protections for your iconic Florida panther. Such a beautiful animal
is really a wonderful representation of your state, and it's delicate eco-system, as for so many other
valuable species, is in danger. 

What a great legacy to leave for future generations - preserving iconic Florida wildlife for them to enjoy
and be represented by.

Respectfully,

Pam Decharo
Palo Alto, Ca

mailto:snowpony25@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: pomai stone
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:05:35 AM

David Shindle, 

Please increase protection for the Florida panther. These beautiful, smart cats are a vital part of
the Web of Life. It is our collective duty to ensure a thriving population. Like all living beings,
they are a sacred presence here on Earth. Please strengthen protections for them. Mahalo for
your time in reading this.

-- 
na-u me ke aloha
na Johanna Kapomaikaʻi Stone
.:me he lau no ke Koʻolau ke aloha:.

mailto:pomaistone@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Patricia Nazzaro
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:11:54 AM

Dear Sir, Please give increased protection to the Florida Panther, this is your state animal, please don't
let it slip into extinction by not helping to protect it. I have family in Florida and I know they care about this
issue.

Thank you for your time.

Patricia Nazzaro

mailto:pasn201@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Joanne Jordan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:40:09 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

Please strengthen endangered species protection for these beautiful cats.  Their numbers are
already critically endangered and it saddens me to think our children and grandchildren may
soon ask why our generation didn't do more to save this species from extinction.  

Sincerely,

Joanne Jordan

mailto:jjordan340@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sue S
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:01:03 PM

Dear I urge you to support continued endangered species protections for Florida panthers, with an endangered
species listing under the Endangered Species Act.

mailto:suesarge@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Karen Carson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 9:35:18 PM

Please save these beautiful cats.

Karen Carson
1110 W Callahan
Rogers, AR  72758

mailto:sukidarlin@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Valerie Legare
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 8:50:59 PM

Please increase protection for the Florida panther. 

Thank you,

Valerie Kegare

mailto:nugget727@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Pip and Goose
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 8:43:44 PM

To US Fish and Wildlife Service,

I'm a concerned citizen and I would like to see greater protections implemented immediately
for the Florida panther.

Thank you, 
Gloria Hollahan

mailto:bandiverse@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Dr Lo Sprague
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 8:30:08 PM

Dear Mr. Shingle,

Please know that as a resident of Florida, my family and I treasure the Florida panthers. I ask you to kindly do
whatever is in your power to protect them for our children and grandchildren.

Thank you,
Dr. Lo Sprague
Clearwater

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:drlosprague@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Virginia Huang
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 8:19:29 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

It is estimated that as few as 120 Florida panthers remain, living in less than 5% of
their historic range and there may be even less. Right now, thousands of acres in
prime panther habitat are under review for development and mining.  Please consider
increasing protection for the Florida panther.

Best Regards,

Virginia Huang

mailto:vhuang@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Bernice Rossana
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 7:51:32 PM

Please...increased protection for the species.   Between fires and loss of habitat loosing this species will be a
shame...Bernice Rossana, Sisters, Oregon

Honoring The Spirit in All Animals

mailto:windancer99@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: CenturyLink Customer
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 7:46:35 PM

Dear David,

Please increase the protection for the Florida panther immediately, I love these wonderful
animals and do not want them to become extinct! Thank you for your time, 
Lisa Black

mailto:desertgirl64@q.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Suzanne Westgaard
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 7:30:36 PM

The Florida panther is on its way to extinction because of human encroachment.  It is
the job of the FWS to PROTECT animals.
 
Do you think you can do your job, instead of acquiescing to the anti-environment,
anti-animal imbecile in the White House?
 
Suzanne Westgaard
Boulder, Colorado

Virus-free. www.avast.com

mailto:suzigard@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient&utm_term=icon
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient&utm_term=link


From: Toni Scalera
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 6:59:04 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

Please, please do everything you can to ensure the continuance of Florida's iconic symbol!

I have very close ties to Florida, and to animals - great cats in particular.  I grew up in
Tallahassee, and later spent 12 years working at The Wild Animal Sanctuary, America's oldest
and largest refuge for great cats, bears, and wolves that have been abused, abandoned, or
illegally kept.  I currently serve as Board Chair.  I was also involved in the campaign when,
many years ago, the Florida 5th graders were given the honor of choosing the Florida state
animal.  They chose the Florida Panther.

There are many causes that need attention.  The Florida Panther's future is one of the most
critical.  Your dedication to helping these remaining majestic, endangered creatures is greatly
appreciated.

Kind regards,

Toni  Scalera
2456 El Molino Avenue
Altadena, CA 91001

tonichuff@gmail.com

H) 
C)  

mailto:tonichuff@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:tonichuff@gmail.com


From: Ilene Furgang
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 6:41:15 PM

Dear Mr Shindle…My husband and I, residents of Coral Springs FL for the past 30 years, want to
see increased protection for the Florida Panther. Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ilene & Steve Furgang
10135 SW 1 Ct
Coral Springs FL 33071
 

mailto:sandi99@gate.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jessenia Winstanley
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 6:16:53 PM

Mr. Shindle,

Panthers need our help and protection. Only 160-180 Florida panthers now remain, living in less than 5% of their
historic range. The species face increasing and evolving threats including habitat loss/degradation due to climate
change and human growth/development. We need increased protection for these beautiful creatures.

Attentively,

Dr. Winstanley

mailto:wjessyone@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kathy Ryan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 6:01:26 PM

I don't want to see this any other beautiful species disappear.  Please help save them.

Kathy Ryan
Thornton, CO

mailto:tunderkat@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ginger Der
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 5:38:54 PM

I was reading on the internet about the plight of the Florida panther.  Please increase protection for this native
resident.  I will be posting a boycott of Florida tourism plea on all social media until the protection is stepped up and
this majestic animal is protected legally and lawfully.

Regards,
Ginger Der
Island of O'ahu, Hawai`i

mailto:ginger.der@hawaiiantel.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ari
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:40:17 AM

Hi David ,

I'm writing to ask you to please 
 support continued endangered species protections for Florida panthers, with
an endangered species listing under the Endangered Species Act.

Thank you in advance,

Ari

mailto:theyaster@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jeanne O"Steen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:29:41 AM

Please don’t delist the Florida Panthers from the endangered species act.  They are
magnificent creatures.  I don’t live in Florida – I just love animals.
 
Jeanne O’Steen
Ooltewah, Tennessee

mailto:josteen@epbfi.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: John Mulvey
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:27:28 AM

Sir,
Please help how many Florida panthers are left in your forests.
If you don't help them, no one else can.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Regards,
John Mulvey JD
Astreair International Inc.
Watkins, Co 89137

mailto:astreair@earthlink.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Megan Remmel
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:06:45 AM

Mr. Shindle,

There are virtually no Florida panthers remaining. The few who have survived have had to do
so on very little land. I implore you to continue protecting the Florida panther. The proposal
by Canada to downlist the Florida panther under the CITES treaty was a grave mistake. Just
because an animal is not subject to international trade does not mean it does not deserve
protection. This is especially true of an animal as critically endangered as the Florida panther.
If the CITES treaty won't protect the Florida panther, YOU MUST.

Thank you for your consideration,
Dr. Megan Remmel

Assistant Professor of Political Science
Bradley University
1501 W. Bradley Ave.
Peoria, IL 61625

Virus-free. www.avast.com

mailto:megan.remmel@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail&utm_term=icon
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail&utm_term=link


From: kelly tansy
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:04:23 AM

Dear Mr. Shingle,
 Please protect the Florida panther and keep its listing as an endangered species. We are losing so much wild land in
this country that I hope Florida will protect this native species. Thank you. Mr. Kelly Tansy Spokane, Washington

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:kellyt99201@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Janice Dion
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:51:50 AM

Mr.Shindle,Please continue to protect the Florida panther.They are magnificent and too many animals are going
extinct.Please help them.,Sincerely,Janice Dion,New Hampshire

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jdkleen49@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Anthea Wray
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:48:44 AM

PLEASE DO THIS!!!

mailto:awray@awray.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jane and Harold Rudner
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:43:13 AM

 We want to see increased protection for the Florida panther. We live in Coconut Creek, Florida.

mailto:jnhrudner@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Casey Terminello
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:34:46 AM

Please protect the Florida panther.
Casey Terminello
20707 NE 207th Ave.
Hawthorne, Fla.
32765

mailto:caseyterminello@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mike Friel
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 10:02:41 AM

Mankind is an animal that should show respect for other animals in it's areas of inhabitance
before our over population of the planet genocides all other living creatures.

Regards,
Mike Friel

mailto:msf.uno@q.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Elijah Sopher
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: In regards to panther conservation. Public Opinion
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 9:31:12 AM

The problem is the solution. We are the problem for the panther. We destroy and compete for the same habitat.
We can solve this by regenerating land for our native wildlife. That is the simple end of the solution. The true issue
to resolve is changing our ideologies of endless consumption and constant growth, to that of living more
harmoniously with our surroundings. The land has provided for us all and always will. We must respect this fact
rather than taking advantage of it. We must give back to the land because we are a part of it just as much as the
panther or any other being. It is the law of return. What you take you must give back.

Thank you for your time,
ES

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:elijahsopher@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jennifer Castner
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: increase protection for Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:52:17 AM

Please help protect the panther. We cannot stop now, and need to work together. We need to act now
before it's too late and they're gone.  You can help!!

Sincerely,

Jennifer Bradford

mailto:JennaC@rocketmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Rosy Chang Morales
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Increased Protection for Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:53:48 PM

Mr. David Shindle,

I write to urge your support to increase protection for the panthers in Florida.

Their population have dangerously decreased and need more protection if we are to save their species.

Regards.

Rosy Morales

mailto:rosymo1@cox.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jen Lockett
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Increased protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:09:55 PM

Mr. Shindle,

Protecting animals is great for any regional economy.  People travel thousands of miles for
the chance to see wildlife in their natural habitat.  Tourism is a fickle business, but nature is
something everyone will always desire to see.  This is one of a very few inherent, universal
truths.  Beauty defined by multiple cultures is a landscape where life is evident and thriving.
Please save these beautiful non-human animals. 

Thank you,
Jen Lockett

mailto:lockettjk@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Chris Lish
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep "Endangered" Status to Protect Florida Panther -- Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 5-Year

Status Reviews of 23 Southeastern Species
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:11:34 PM

Monday, August 28, 2017

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
12085 State Road 29 South
Immokalee, FL 34142

Subject: Keep "Endangered" Status to Protect Florida Panther -- Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 5-Year Status Reviews of 23 Southeastern Species

Dear Director Sheehan and David Shindle:

I strongly urge you to maintain endangered species protections for the Florida panther
(Puma concolor coryi) as you conduct your review of the panther’s protected status
under the Endangered Species Act.

“Our duty to the whole, including to the unborn generations, bids us to restrain an
unprincipled present-day minority from wasting the heritage of these unborn
generations. The movement for the conservation of wildlife and the larger
movement for the conservation of all our natural resources are essentially
democratic in spirit, purpose and method.”
-- Theodore Roosevelt

The Florida panther is one of our nation's most iconic animals, yet it is also one of the
most endangered mammals on Earth. Once thriving throughout the southeastern
United States, including on lands that are now part of national park sites like Big
Cypress and the Everglades, habitat loss and human activities have decimated the
animal's population. Residential development and traffic in south Florida have already
pushed them to the brink of extinction. Now oil and gas development in the Big
Cypress National Preserve, the panther’s home in the Florida Everglades, could push
them even closer to extinction. I strongly support keeping the endangered status of
the Florida panther to protect the species from continued threats.

“Nothing is more priceless and more worthy of preservation than the rich array of
animal life with which our country has been blessed.”
-- Richard Nixon, on signing the Endangered Species Act on December 28, 1973

While there have been recent increases in panther numbers, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service has stated that for the Florida panther to be delisted, there must be at
least two populations of over 200 animals. Right now, there is one population that
includes fewer than 200 individuals. There has also been a rise in the number of
panther deaths, with about 30% of the population dying each year, mostly from

mailto:lishchris@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


collisions with vehicles.

“Shortsighted men...in their greed and selfishness will, if permitted, rob our country
of half its charm by their reckless extermination of all useful and beautiful wild
things.”
-- Theodore Roosevelt

Significant threats to panthers already exist in and around their most intact habitat in
Big Cypress National Preserve and Everglades National Park, including seismic
testing for natural gas, off-road vehicle use, and human-wildlife conflict. Actions that
degrade the wilderness characteristic of the greater Everglades ecosystem, including
development and human encroachment, continue to impact the Florida panther.
Removing Florida panthers from the endangered species list would strip them of their
protections when they need them most.

“A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the
biotic community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise.”
-- Aldo Leopold

I strongly support keeping the endangered status of the Florida panther. The
Endangered Species Act has long played a central role in restoring iconic species in
our national parks. You have the power to preserve the panther’s last defense against
extinction. Protecting the Florida panther from increasing threats is critical to the
health of national parks in South Florida and efforts to preserve America's diverse and
unique wildlife. Please keep Florida panthers protected as endangered under the
Endangered Species Act, before we lose them forever.

“Every man who appreciates the majesty and beauty of the wilderness and of wild
life, should strike hands with the farsighted men who wish to preserve our material
resources, in the effort to keep our forests and our game beasts, game-birds, and
game-fish—indeed, all the living creatures of prairie and woodland and seashore
—from wanton destruction. Above all, we should realize that the effort toward this
end is essentially a democratic movement.”
-- Theodore Roosevelt

Thank you for your consideration of my comments. Please do NOT add my name to
your mailing list. I will learn about future developments on this issue from other
sources.

Sincerely,
Christopher Lish
San Rafael, CA



From: frv@juno.com
To: David_Shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Fl. Panther on Endangered Species List Please
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 3:36:16 PM

Please protect these animals, this species.
Thank you,
 
Norma Verner

mailto:frv@juno.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marty Sullivan
To: David_Shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Florida panther on endangered list
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 6:45:54 PM

Mr. Shindle,
I ask FWS maintain Endangered status on Florida panthers.
A single breeding population is not sufficient to ensure the species’ viability.
Marty Sullivan
901 Georgia Ave.
Winter Park, FL 32789

 

mailto:martysullivan.league@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: ML Wathen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: dan_ashe@fws.gov; cyn_dohner@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Florida Panther on Endangered Species List & Increase Their Protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:09:59 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

 

I urge you to keep the Florida panther on the Endangered Species list. You must do
everything possible to protect these magnificent creatures and encourage them to multiply.

 

With only 200 Florida panthers left, these animals need more protection, not less, and much
larger habitats in which to roam and flourish.

 

Do not allow oil and gas exploration, fracking, waste disposal or residential/commercial
developments to encroach any further on the Florida panthers’ already shrinking habitat. 

 

You do not want to be remembered as the man who allowed one of the most magnificent
species of large cat to become extinct, do you? If you don’t act to protect the magnificent
Florida panther, it will become extinct.

 

The Florida panthers’ survival depends on you and your leadership. Please, do everything you
can to protect these majestic animals for all of the citizens of the world.

 

Sincerely,
Mary Lawrence Wathen

mailto:wathen.marylawrence@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:dan_ashe@fws.gov
mailto:cyn_dohner@fws.gov


From: Kim Walsh
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Florida panther projections
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 8:37:29 PM

Please do not take away the endangered status of Florida Panthers. This could decrease the
current protections in place and jeopardize their recent improvement in numbers. A panther
population of 230 in Florida is hardly a robust population. These animals face constant threats
- killed by cars, shot at, pollution, steadily decreasing habitats, and more. I urge you to not
change the status of these awesome creatures and do everything you can to retain all of their
current protections!! Thank you -

Kim Walsh
2920 Cypress Ridge Trail
Port Orange, FL 32128

mailto:kdwalsh@cfl.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: karin vonk
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Florida Panther Protected!
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 2:20:22 PM

Mr. Shindle,
I am urging you to keep federal protections for the Florida panther under the Endangered Species Act!
Fewer than 250 panthers remain in my state.

Thank you so much for doing the right thing.

karin vonk
Richland Rum

richlandrum.com

mailto:karin@richlandrum.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marilyn K
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Florida panthers PROTECTED
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:44:44 PM

As a voter and resident of Florida, please vote to keep our Florida
Panthers protected.
Thank you, Marilyn Koenig

mailto:Sailspirit@outlook.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Tim MacGeorge
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Florida Panther"s "Endangered Species" Designation
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 8:37:09 AM

Dear. Mr. Shindle,

I am writing to strongly encourage the federal government, through the US Fish and Wildlife
Service, to keep the Florida Panther designated as an "endangered species." As you know,
there are less then 250 Florida Panthers remaining in the wild.  Although their population was
saved from extinction when their numbers were significantly lower, their survival continues to
depend on federal government protections. The Florida Panther's habitat has been
significantly and adversely impacted by over-construction and over-development in Florida, as
well as by the negative impact of agribusiness conglomerates that continue to destroy
Florida's natural beauty. Without federal government protections, the panthers' natural
habitat will continue to disappear. 

As humans, we have a moral obligation to protect not to destroy the natural world. I say this
not simply because it is beautiful, but because the environment in which we live sustains our
very life. If we continue to destroy the wonders of creation and ignore the impact that our
carelessness and greed have on the natural world, then we ourselves will one day pay the
price. If we destroy nature, we destroy ourselves. 

Again, please do not change the status of the Florida Panther. Continue to give and even
strengthen whatever protections federal law may allow so that its habitat will not shrink any
further than it already has.

Sincerely,

Timothy MacGeorge
10571 Wood Ibis Ave.
Bonita Springs, FL 34135

mailto:tjmacg@outlook.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Paula Slack
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Florida Panthers on Endangered List!
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:17:37 PM

Please David,

Keep the Florida Panther on the endangered list! They are still recovering. PLEASE!

God Bless America,
Paula Slack

mailto:paulaslack26@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Emily Sorkin
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Florida Panthers on endangered list
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:33:29 AM

Do not remove the Florida panther from the endangered list!
Florida resident E Sorkin

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:emsorki@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: John Ochotnicky
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Florida Panthers on endangered protected list
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:34:39 PM

Dear sir, 
I'm very concerned about the loss of habitat for an endangered native species: the Florida
Panther.
I very much support keeping protections in place for this magnificent and beautiful native big
cat.
Thank you,
John Ochotnicky
9043250888

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:john_chotch@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/mobile/?.src=Android


From: Jason Smith
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Florida panthers on ES list
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:31:16 PM

Please keep Florida panthers on the Endangered Species List.  Please protect this important animal!
 
Jason Smith
Washington DC

JASON SMITH // MANAGING PARTNER
T  M  F 
1129 20TH STREET NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20036 // @jfredricsmith

WIDMEYER // A Finn Partners Company
Learn more at www.Widmeyer.com
Holmes Report & PR News Midsize Agency of the Year

mailto:jason.smith@finnpartners.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.widmeyer.com/


From: Robert Laessig
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Dr. Robert E. Laessig
Subject: keep Florida panthers on the endangered list
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:32:38 PM

PLEASE !

mailto:miabob@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:Laessig@drexel.edu


From: Ron
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Florida Panthers on the Endangered list
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:43:13 PM

Please keep the Florida Panthers on the Endangered list.  They need more protection, not less.
 
Ronald Brown
Sarasota, FL

mailto:tmovers1@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: J9T Thompson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Florida Panthers on the Endangered Species List
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:24:33 AM

I can't believe that I actually have to write an email like this. Florida is not exactly
overwhelmed with Florida Panthers and the panthers should be kept on the endangered species
list. 

I'm just really fed up with developers and ranchers having their way and being able to destroy
beautiful and precious natural Florida. How long can the growth continue until we run out of
drinking water and yes, PANTHERS. We need the panthers to stay on the endangered species
list. 

Jeannine Thompson

mailto:jeanninethompsoncareer@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Teresa Jesionowski
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Teresa Jesionowski
Subject: Keep Florida panthers on the list
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 5:30:34 PM

August 23, 2017

US Fish and Wildlife

Dear David Shindle:

Please  keep Florida panthers on the Endangered Species List. I understand that there are only 
230 of them.  They need protection.

With all best wishes,
Teresa

Teresa Jesionowski
PO Box 4324
Ithaca, NY 14852

tj15@cornell.edu

mailto:tj15@cornell.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:tj15@cornell.edu


From: Jeanne Emerick
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Florida"s Panthers as endangered.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:18:23 PM

Good evening David Shindle,

Please your authority to influence policy makers to KEEP our beautiful Florida gentle
Panthers listed as endangered.  They certainly are getting nearer to extinction.   With your help
we can hopefully prevent that.

 They need more help by preserving critical habitats and wildlife corridors where Panthers
need to travel for food and to perpetuate the species.

I live in Naples and treasure all our native wildlife. It breaks my heart every time wildlands are
demolished for human use. (Construction) 

Here are four prominent points for you.

1.     The size and distribution of the Florida panther population is insufficient to
downlist the status of the subspecies to threatened.

2.   Vehicle collisions are a major threat to the Florida panther population.

3.   The effects of continued habitat loss and fragmentation are even more severe than
previously acknowledged.

4.   Research indicates that crowding due to habitat limitations may be reducing kitten survival and
placing a limit on population growth

Thank you for reading this and doing all you can to protect our Keystone species, the beloved
Florida Panther. 

Sincerely,

Jeanne Emerick 
Registered Voter

4033 Guava Drive 
Naples, Florida 
34104

mailto:jeanneemerick@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Elizabeth De Lauro
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Florida"s Panthers on Endangered List
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:23:16 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

This email is a formal request for Florida Wildlife Commission to keep our panthers on the Endangered List.  We
have an obligation to provide them as much protection as possible to allow their numbers to increase.

As a real estate professional, I can attest that tourists who visit our area always ask about the panthers.

Thank you for your consideration.

Elizabeth E. De Lauro, ABR
Premiere Plus Realty Co.
719 Bald Eagle Drive
Marco Island, FL 34145

 mobile
Email:  elizabeth.delauro@gmail.com

www.PremierePlusRealty.com

mailto:elizabeth.delauro@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Suzanne Milliron
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: keep panther endangered status
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:51:47 AM

I know businesses keep the economy rolling but why not use the empty malls and buildings
instead of constantly developing more restricted land and letting what is all ready empty
become an eye sore.  There are plenty of run down subdivisions that could be up graded
instead of allowing developers, that put money in your pockets, push into new land.  We all
know how politicians and most government heads line their pockets so stand up for what is
right for the environment not what is right for your pocket.
-- 
Suzanne 

mailto:smmilliron43@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Bill Long
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Panther Protected
Date: Wednesday, August 2, 2017 8:12:29 PM

Please keep our elegant Florida panther listed as endangered. Whether it is a puma or a panther is irrelevant. This
magnificent creature is worthy of protection. It is one of the few unique treasures remaining in our state. Please do
not cave in to those seeking fracking permits in panther habitat.

Bill Long
103 1st Street East
Unit 305
Tierra Verde, Fl. 33715

Sent from my iPad Air

mailto:blong12@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kari McCormick
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep protecting the Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:52:05 AM

To: David Shindle 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Dear Mr. Shindle,
As a native Floridian and US citizen I respectfully ask you to keep the Florida Panther's
endangered status under the Endangered Species Act. Please do not downlist the Florida
Panther. They face enough dangers to extinction from traffic strikes. They deserve a chance to
remain protected from people who want to kill them. Please keep them on the Endangered
Species list. Without your help, they are doomed.

Respectfully,
Kari McCormick

mailto:kari@borngator.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Nicola Packer
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep protection for Florida panthers
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 7:59:20 AM

Sir

Protection is absolutely necessary for this small and dwindling population and must be maintained.

Yours

Nicola Packer

mailto:nickyp@phonecoop.coop
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Priss
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep protection for panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:55:32 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
Please keep the protection in place for the Florida panther. Panthers face so much danger from loss of habitat and
danger on our highways. We need to give them every chance to survive in our state. Thank you for your
consideration.
Sincerely,
Ethel Streater
Tampa, Florida

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:eabstreater@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Michael Workman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep Protections for Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 10:44:47 PM

I just read that FWC is planning to take away protections for the Florida Panther.

That seems really backward to me, I and others think that Florida Panther protections should
remain, and if anything have more protections that they do now.

The state of Florida has a license plate with a Panther on it, to raise awareness about them, it
seems stupid to me to have such a license plate and at the same time want to take away their
protections.

Many other people I know feel the same way, Florida Panthers should be protected.

-- 
Michael G. Workman

michael.g.workman@gmail.com

mailto:michael.g.workman@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Bryan Wilson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep protections for Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:28:10 AM

Please keep the current level of protection for the Florida Panthers.  They are under threat from
vehicle accidents, encroachment from development and environmental threats and they need all
the help they can get.
 
Thank you for your consideration and continued protection of the animals under threat,
Bryan Wilson
Winter Springs, FL

mailto:bwilson@m2-corp.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Briar Lee Mitchell
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: keep protections in place for our Florida panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:46:44 PM

Please...there is enough devastation to our wildlife caused by hunters, builders and bad
drivers...please, keep federal protections in place for our Panthers here in Florida

thank you,

Briar Lee Mitchell, MA, EdD
K9 Handler, SAR
www.briarmitchell.com

mailto:briarlee@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Dick & Lois Giuffreda
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep the endangered species protections in place for the Florida panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:44:10 PM

I am writing to urge you to speak up for the Florida panthers.  Their numbers are constantly
threatened by road kills because of their loss of habitat.  I read just recently that 22 have been killed
 on Florida roads so far this year.  Out of an estimated population of 230, this number is alarming.
And the number does not include those who have died due to reasons other than road kill.
 
As you know, the population of our state continues to grow with accompanying demands for new
homes, schools, commercial areas, etc.  These few panthers will face continuing erosion of habitat
and increased exposure to road kill chances. In addition to this risk are the deaths due to poaching
by irresponsible hunters.
 
I was an elementary school teacher when my students voted for the panther as our state animal. 
We studied the long and tenuous road that led to their survival here in Florida and viewed the
opportunity to vote as an opportunity to protect the panthers for future students to study.
 
Surely, this large state and this huge country can offer protection to these survivors who are dear to
the hearts of so many of us who live here and admire the wildlife that still has a foothold and still has
a place in this state and in our country.  I’m asking you to speak up for the panthers and work to
continue to extend to them the protections offered by the Endangered Species listing they now
enjoy.
 
Thank you for doing what you can to be a spokesperson for the panthers that cannot speak for
themselves.
 
Sincerely,
Lois Giuffreda

mailto:rag1083@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Michael Wetzel
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep the Florida panther (Puma concolor coryi) on the endangered species list
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 5:51:21 AM

Dear ES Field Office-Manager David Shindle,

I urge you to maintain endangered species protections for Florida panthers as you conduct your
review of the panther’s protected status under the Endangered Species Act.

It is estimated that fewer than 200 Florida panthers remain, which makes them some of the most
endangered mammals on earth. Residential development and traffic in south Florida have already
pushed them to the brink of extinction. As oil and gas development in the Big Cypress National
Preserve push them even closer to extinction, the administration could strip them now of
Endangered Species Act protections.

Removing Florida panthers from the endangered species list would strip them of their last defense
against extinction.
You have the power to preserve the panthers, please keep Florida panthers protected as
endangered under the Endangered Species Act, before we lose them forever.

Thank you for considering.

Sincerely

Michael Wetzel
105 Wrangelst.
20253
Hamburg
Germany

mailto:Michael.Wetzel.Hamburg@web.de
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: JB
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep the Florida Panther listed as an endangered species
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 5:08:59 PM

Dear Sir:
As a resident of the state of Florida  and as a biology student at USF, I implore you to keep the
Florida panther  listed as an endangered species and prevent further encroachment on its
habitat by allowing development to take place. It is my sincere belief that we must learn to live
in harmony with nature's creatures  and give them the space they require to live and thrive.
The Florida panther offers much to the people of Florida as well as tourists that visit our state.
Moreover, we owe it to future generations to preserve important species like the Florida
panther. Thank you for your time. 
 Best, 
Jason Bowman

mailto:jason60@mail.usf.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Dick Snell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep the Florida Panther on the endangered list
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:14:33 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
 
I hope you will keep the Florida Panther on the endangered list for many reasons.
 
It is the only population of Panthers east of the Mississippi.
It thrills anyone that sees one in the wild.
Protecting the Panther has a trickle down affect of protecting other wildlife and lands from
development.
 
Thank you,
 
Dick Snell
St. Petersburg, FL

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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From: Aaron Alfano
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep the Florida Panther on the Endangered Species List
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:40:35 PM

Mr. Shindle:

Please maintain the Florida panther’s “endangered” status and redouble
efforts to protect remaining habitat.  
 
The panther’s small core habitat in southwest Florida, less than five
percent of its original range across most of the southeast United States,
continues to shrink and become more fragmented by the day.  Up to a
dozen new development projects in that core habitat – including oil
exploration across hundreds of thousands of acres, road expansions, new
power plant construction, and new subdivisions – are poised to destroy or
degrade massive amounts of some of the best upland habitats this species
has left.  And while the panther population may have recovered from near-
extinction in the mid-nineties when only 20 to 30 panthers remained, the
current estimate of 120 to 230 panthers is still a tiny number.  With
continued habitat loss and roadkill continuing to take their toll, that
population has almost certainly reached a peak.  A record 42 panthers died
in 2015 with 30 killed as a result of vehicle collision.  That record was
equaled in 2016, but with 32 cases of roadkill.  With more growth, wider
roads, and more cars on those roads, this grim situation is not expected to
improve.
 
Regulatory mechanisms which could slow this loss and degradation of
habitat also remain completely inadequate to the problem. Local county
governments, the Army Corps of Engineers, Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, Florida Department of Economic Opportunity,
South Florida Water Management District, the National Park Service and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service itself continue to approve nearly every
application for new development which comes before them.  One recent
project now on the table, “Rural Lands West” in eastern Collier County,
would create a new 6,000-acre subdivision in prime panther habitat
adjacent to the Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge.
 
The Florida panther remains an isolated sub-species of the North American
cougar.  It has had little to no contact with puma populations in the
western United States for approximately 100 years – after habitat loss,
highway construction, and indiscriminate hunting wiped out those
connections.  The “eastern cougar” was declared extinct in its last 5-year
review conducted in 2011 – making the Florida panther the very last sub-
species and breeding population of cougars east of the Mississippi River. 
Recent scientific surveys of the Florida panther landscape (Kautz, et al,
2006, and Frakes, et al, 2015) have recommended no loss in either the
quality or quantity of the Florida panther’s remaining habitat in southwest

mailto:aaron.alfano@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


Florida - if the species is to have any chance of survival into the future.  
 
I urge the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to maintain full endangered
species status for the Florida panther – and to consider the cumulative
impacts to the panther from the many development projects currently
underway or under review in its habitat.  Please also consider what those
projects are doing to the likelihood that the Florida panther will ever
recover.  Finally, please exercise the power of the Fish and Wildlife Service
as a regulatory agency of the United States government and fulfill its
duties under the Endangered Species Act by protecting the Florida
panther’s vital but rapidly shrinking habitat from loss, degradation, and
fragmentation.
 
Sincerely,

—Aaron Alfano



From: Allen, Leona
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep the Florida Panther on the Endangered Species list!!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:41:30 PM

Mr. Shindle....
It is my understanding that you are considering de-listing the Florida Panther from the ES list.
 This would be a travesty.  And quite frankly, an embarrassment for the state whose license
plates tout the words "Save the Panther."   Would you remove the Bald Eagle from such list?

In a country whose wildlife are losing their place in the ecosystem on a daily basis, we must do
everything possible to save what we can.  In doing the research regarding the struggles that
Panthers face, it seems that removal of this iconic creature would be for the wrong reasons.
 Scientifically it is still an endangered species.   The thrust for removal seems to be solely
based on greed.   Does your organization really want its legacy to be the decimation of this
iconic creature?   How will you explain that to your grandchildren?

Sincerely,

Leona Allen

mailto:lallen@mail.ltcc.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Clarence Standish
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep the Florida Panther Protected
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:15:17 PM

Mr. Shindle,

I am a citizen of West Palm Beach, FL and I urge you to keep the Florida panther on the
Endangered Species list and to continue protecting the panthers' territory from development. 

"The Florida panther remains an isolated sub-species of the North American cougar.  It has had
little to no contact with puma populations in the western United States for approximately 100
years – after habitat loss, highway construction, and indiscriminate hunting wiped out those
connections.  The “eastern cougar” was declared extinct in its last 5-year review conducted in
2011 – making the Florida panther the very last sub-species and breeding population of cougars
east of the Mississippi River."

Sincerely,
Clarence Standish

mailto:manannanson@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kristen Lundy
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keep the Florida Panther Under Protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:02:44 PM

Mr. Shindle,

     Please ask the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to make sure that the Florida Panther remains
protected under the Endangered Species Act. It is crucial for the future of this species. Thank
you so much! 

Kristen Lundy

mailto:kristenlundy@mail.usf.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ann Guiles
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keeping Florida panthers on endangered list
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:20:14 PM

Please keep them on, there are too few to consider taking them off, also the corridors
program to allow them to wander in search of mates should be maintained.

Ann Guiles
2318 Grenoble Place
Sun City Center FL  33573

FL resident since 1979

mailto:ann.guiles@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Colleen Baxter
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keeping our Florida Panthers from Extinction
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:26:26 PM

Dear Sir:
 
I write in response to Vern Buchanan's voter poll. Yes, it is very important to do everything
we can to protect Florida state animal from extinction. Please do everything within your power
to give this creature every chance possible. Please urge our legislators to do the same.

Thank you. Regards,

Colleen Baxter 
321 Oak Hill Way 
Sarasota Florida, 34232

mailto:colleen.baxter7@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Nancy Tuman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Keeping panther protection status as endangered
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:59:28 PM

As an animal lover living in Florida, I was quite disheartened to hear the U.S Fish and
Wildlife Service is studying to change the panthers' endangered status to threatened. The
status change would do away with some of their federal protections. Panthers have been left
with less than 5 percent of the territory they used to claim in Florida.With less than 230
Florida panthers still in existence they have been getting squeezed off even more land each
year due to development. Roadkill is another consequence with 88 Florida panthers killed
between 2014 through 2016. Development and other man-made pressures continue to squeeze
out room for the panther. That makes it more important than ever to bolster, not diminish,
protections for Florida's remaining panthers. Please consider the importance of keeping the
Florida panther on the Endangered species list.
Thank you, Nancy Tuman, Boca Raton Florida
-- 

mailto:ntuman44@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Bill M.
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Leave Florida Panther "Endangered" status unchanged.
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 10:45:27 PM

Mr. Shindle:
I feel there are not enough wild Florida Panthers and feel their status as 'endangered' should
remain until a much greater population can be created and verified as sustainable. Thank you
for you time taken to read my opinion. - Bill Moses nextbill9@hotmail.com

mailto:nextbill9@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: tmd001
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Leave Florida Panthers on endangered list
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:38:44 AM

Please leave the Florida Panthers on the endangered list. Help us keep the wildlife
alive.
Thank you 
Tanja Douglas

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:tmd001@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Richard Ryan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Leave the panthers alone
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:13:57 PM

mailto:lanerichards7@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: J Josephson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: J Josephson
Subject: Letter Supporting Keeping Florida Panthers on the Endangered Species List: Do Not Downgrade or Eliminate the

Panther"s Protected Status
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 3:48:26 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle: 

You know more about Florida Panthers than I ever will. Your efforts have resulted in
their growing numbers. I am writing to you because I am frightened that these
beautiful animals will become extinct. You are a Certified Wildlife Biologist and Team
Liaison for the Florida Panther Recovery Implementation Team, and are with the
wonderful US Fish and Wildlife Service. Here's what I know:

For every human living in Florida, there are 0.00001117 Florida panthers in existence.
These are beautiful animals who will disappear if you do not keep them listed. My
parents and I have lived in Florida since 1989, and have seen habitats destroyed by
development. I am not against development, but along with that, our endangered
species must be protected. Please keep them safe and multiplying. Do not let people
kill them. There are so few of them that without proper care, they could soon become
extinct. Please, please, please! Keep them as both Federal and state endangered
species. Environmentalists, biologists and animal welfare advocates say there
is absolutely no scientific basis for the proposed de-listing of Florida's official state
animal.

Florida's population has grown to roughly 20.6 million and the Panther population has
dwindled to about 230, mostly due to habitat destruction. If this isn't endangered, I
don't know what is. 

Kate McFall of The Humane Society of the United States in Florida wrote:

"Panthers are particularly vulnerable to human threats due to their already-low
numbers and because they require large ranges," McFall wrote in a July 20 op-ed in
the Bradenton Herald. "Biologists know that the leading cause of species extinction
around the world is habitat loss and human persecution. With developers encroaching
more dramatically in southwest Florida, the Panthers need the protection the
Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."

Florida Panthers serve as a keystone species in south Florida. The protection of
Panthers and their habitat benefits all the wildlife and plants that are found in the
same area. Watersheds that are vital to the health of local wetlands and serve as
recharge areas for aquifers also benefit from this protection. These aquifers are

mailto:julia6819@gmail.com
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mailto:julia6819@gmail.com
http://www.bradenton.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/article162665848.html
http://www.bradenton.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/article162665848.html


essential to providing drinking water for the local residents. Consequently, the loss of
Panthers from the ecosystem can adversely affect all the plants, animals, and people
that depend on that ecosystem’s resources. 

Humans have historically feared large predators including Panthers. Because of this
fear, humans persecuted Panthers almost to extinction. Look at the Buffalos (the
American Bison). They almost became extinct. Originally a population of 30 million,
until people started breeding them there were only hundreds. Today, there are only
30,000 in herds that are not commercial operations for meat, which comprise
500,000. 

As humans continue to encroach on the remaining Panther habitat, related
development, including houses, roads, schools, and businesses, will further limit
population growth of the Panther, and may cause the population to become extinct.
Additionally, negative human-Panther interactions may increase as the interface
between urban environments and wilderness becomes more densely populated with
humans. Because Panthers are an important element in the tribal traditions and
cultural history of the Miccosukee and Seminole tribes, the continued existence of the
south Florida Panther population is extremely important to them. Also, Feral Hogs
that are a big problem here; they are significant prey for Panthers. The Hog
population would grow rapidly if Panthers became extinct. 

I also understand that Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission officials
have looked into making it OK to "take" (read: kill) panthers that encroached on
human territory. Please, please do not let them do this. You are a man of science and
couldn't do the work you have done unless you loved these animals. Do not let the
Feds take them off the endangered species list. 

Sincerely yours, 

Marvin, Helena and Jessica Josephson  Melbourne, Florida

http://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/post/fwc-commissioner-others-ask-legal-protection-take-panthers-while-developing-land#stream/0


From: Vincent Fernandez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:53:11 AM

I think that the panther numbers are still too low. They should let the panther stay in
endangered so people won't kill them. In my opinion if we were to let people kill them they
would go extinct.

mailto:vincentfernandez113@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: yaniery malagon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:49:35 AM

Yo pienso que deberían salvar a las panteras porque son parte de la naturaleza y no deberían
extinguirse espero que puedan rescatar a los pocos que quedan y ellos puedan reproducirse 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

mailto:yanierymalagon24@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://yho.com/footer0


From: Anthony insert last name here
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:09:05 AM

Sir,the florida panther was almost pushed to the brink of extinction even at 230 is still an
extremely small number i understand the concern of compkex developers not being able to
build but the panther is an apex predator if it goes extint the while ecosystem will be thrown
into choas

mailto:supermanthekid2003@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Liani Garcia
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:31:01 AM

I think that we should have more laws about the panthers. I think that the panthers since they are at danger there
should be places where they should keep them and make sure that people take care of the habitat and don't bother
them. I suggest that people shouldn't hunt them because they are very needed on the food chain.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lianetrdance@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Yoselin urias tovar
To: David_Shindle@fws.gov
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:22:41 AM

I think that the panthers,to be on level no extinction is if are less than 200.

mailto:katherineurias04@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: jeffrey zapata
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:07:29 AM

Florida panthers should be saved and helped from extinction from continued habitat loss.
There is enough malls and neighborhoods, the.florida panthers should keep their remaining
habit, cause there is under 300 of them and there is already millions of us. Would be sad  if we
sent another animal to extinction once again.

mailto:zapatajeffrey52@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: romansfury
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 12:41:16 AM

Good morning Mr. Shindle, 

My name is Tim Riley, and I am writing to you to give my input on the potential removal of
the Florida Panther from the endangered species list. 

I am very much against this. As you probably well know, FWS recently reported an estimation
of 120-230 panthers currently living in Florida. While this is an increase compared to previous
years, and there is evidence that they are spreading northwards into their previous range, road
deaths are also on the rise, so it is unreasonable to assume the population is healthy, or
thriving, and no longer needs our help. 

Any increase is because of the continued human interventions (land protection, underpasses
etc), and these have to continue to ensure the survival of this species. 

Florida is one of the most populated states in the country, and human sprawl and development
continues to push further and further into available panther habitat. The human population in
this state shows no sign of leveling off or decrease, so protection of this iconic species is more
important than ever. 

Removing this species from the endangered list in an step backwards that could destroy all
progress that has been made. Removal will allow other activities like hunting, reduced land
protection, and increased development into natural habitats, accumulating in the extinction of
one of Florida's most beautiful native animals, one that is vital for the health of our
ecosystems. 

I implore you to consider the well being of this species, and the continued threats Florida
panthers face. They need our help, and increased protection, awareness and outreach efforts
(to reduce human-panther conflicts) more than ever before. 

Thank you for your attention, and the opportunity to give my opinion. 

Kindest Regards,

Tim Riley, Panther Educator.

Orlando, Florida

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:romansfury@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Michael Ladd
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 12:22:36 AM

Please Save the Florida Panther s

Michael Ladd
mtlfl@aol.com

mailto:mtlfl@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Margaret Hartzler
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:49:50 PM

Please do everything you can to save panther territory 

mailto:marghartzler@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Daniela Moreno
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:38:17 PM

The panther should stay endangered because they are seriously at risk of extinction. Why wipe
out a certain animal race from earth? All animals play a different role. When one is wiped out
completely the food chain or cycle is affected. People should not kill them. They shouldn't be
a threaten species so that they can reproduce more and not be an endangered species. 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

mailto:daniela.moreno53@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://yho.com/footer0


From: Letra Cubana
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:26:06 PM

Good morning Mr.Shindle, My name is yony from Hialeah Garden High school i am currently
a junior and i wanted to let you know a few things about Florida panthers because this is an
issue that needs to be fixed. Florida panthers form a great part of the ecosystem and the food
chain there is no way we could lose this animals, currently they are trying to transfer them to
the threatened list wish i personally bealive it is not suitable for this animals yet because there
is only so little of them. In my opinion around 400 to 500 should be a considerable number to
remove this animals from the endangered list. The fences that are being built to keep this
animals from getting killed is a great idea this animals need to be protected at all cost because
if we dont protect them we will definetly see the changed in our food chains some species will
start to develope more than other and grow causing a shift in the balance .Thank you for your
time please take into consideration that this animals are an important factors to our food chain.

mailto:yony0401@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Debra B Topping
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:24:03 PM

Please keep the panther on the Endangered Species list. With fewer than 250 left in the state this is so important.
Thank you,
Debbie Toppng

Sent from my iPad

mailto:toppingdjs@me.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: jaroldtewart s
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:31:34 PM

David,
As a Florida citizen, animals have always intrigued me. Especially the mountain lion who's population is now
recovering . Personally i wouldn't take them off of the endangered species list. These animals are a key to our
ecosystems success. If we take them off of the list they are going to be hunted down and soon be back on the list
once again. I understand these animals kill the livestock of farmers, but i think if we want to keep their population
growing, we shouldn't kill them and farmers should better protect their livestock and set up larger fences around
their property.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jaroldst29@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Chuck Raymond
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:16:23 PM

keep the panthers,protected....thanks 

mailto:chuck.raymond0251@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Maria Carla ballina
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:15:11 PM

  Hey I'm an student of Hialeah Gardens High School and we Floridians clearly love our wild and mysterious
panthers; in 1981, the state’s  schoolchildren chose the panther as our official state animal over other animal
contenders like alligators and manatees. Biologists estimate that, at most, only 230 or fewer Florida panthers exist
on Earth. Compare that to Florida’s human population, which has reached 20.6 million. Federal protections for
Florida panthers are as essential as ever to prevent the big cats from going extinct. No scientific justification exists
to strip panthers of their endangered species protection, and there is simply no pressing need to do so.This U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service review comes at a time when panther deaths on Florida roads are outpacing the number of
documented panther births. The statistics are alarming: Last year alone, an average of three panthers a month died
on our roadways as they traveled in search of food and mates. So far this year, 13 panthers have been struck and
killed on roads. These highway deaths come on top of other causes of mortality, including poaching, predation on
kittens and disease.
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mariacarlaballin@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Yaelis Gonzalez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:09:10 PM

The panters there that would save them from the danger of
extinction in spite of their wide distribution in the country. It is
considered a damaged aninam for the domestic reason reason
why has been hunted of irrational form to the point of leaving it
now in the list of animals in critical condition . With so many
deaths caused by vehicles, officials and the environment work to
make roads and roads safer  identify sites of danger.

mailto:yaelismariagonzalez@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: LouiseBob Anderson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:54:08 PM

 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
Protect our panthers.
Louise and Robert Anderson

mailto:rander6@msn.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Joseph Nicolato
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:53:18 PM

David,
Please vote to save our panthers.

mailto:jlnconsul@cs.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sandra L Ingram
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:37:52 PM

Sandra L Ingram
dslingram@verizon.net

These panthers must be saved and not become extinct!

mailto:dslingram@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gayle Gottsche
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:32:30 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle:  Just read Vern Buchanans' email regarding protection for Florida panthers. 
I once had the privilege of seeing once of these beautiful animals in Osprey, Florida - it
remains one of the most wondrous moments of my life.

Please do all you can to save these wonderful, beautiful animals.

As far as I am concerned, I see that so many, many animals are under siege on this planet and
we all must do what we can to save them.

Thank you for listening

Sincerely, Gayle Gottsche, 6234 Flagfish Court, LWR, Fl. 34202

mailto:scotty4326@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: jandicjrh@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:36:33 PM

keep the panthers on the endangered list...julian hansen,longboat key fl

mailto:jandicjrh@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Beth Sudermann
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:11:38 PM

Please protect the black panther in Florida

mailto:bethsudermann@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jane Godin
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:30:53 PM

As a Florida resident I urge you to continue keeping the Florida panther on the indangered specises
act,Jane  Stanley, Bradenton Florida

mailto:jesog@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: hd
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:15:36 PM

Please do not allow the panthers to be removed from the endangered species list.  Please do
not let development kill the few remaining panthers left. 

mailto:humpster36@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: DMartin Stevens
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:03:09 PM

Please keep the endangered status on the Florida panther

mailto:dmartinstevens@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: darien hernandez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:55:35 PM

Panthers should be protected

mailto:darienxbox360@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Cindy Hedstrom
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:27:06 PM

Florida panther
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
Please continue protection for the Florida panther!

mailto:chedstro@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Joy Horne Jones
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:23:34 PM

Keep them protected

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:hornejones@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/mobile/?.src=Android


From: Donald Stewart
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:18:00 PM

Please protect Florida panthers. They are very liimited.
Thank you.
Don

mailto:dstewartgator@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jill Ringenberg
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:00:27 PM

Plz save Florida Panthers 

mailto:jringenberg1@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Yasel Fernandez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:02:54 PM

Panthers should still be protected , the amount of them doesn't compare to the amount of other
animals in Florida 

mailto:yasel12345@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ira Brinn
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:04:08 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

Please maintain the Florida Panther's status as an endangered species.  They have an essential role in
maintaining equilibrium in nature.

    Sincerely, Ira Brinn

  

mailto:irabrinn@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Roger Hernandez
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:04:35 AM

Dear David ,
 I'm writing to you today to tell you that I believe that the Florida Panther should be added
more protection ! We are talking about our state animal , we should protect them as much as
we can that's the least we can for them after we went into their natural habitat and destroyed
their home. 

Thanks,
Roger Hernandez from Hialeah Gardens Senior High

mailto:rogerahernandez13@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Tpklp
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:54:13 AM

Please keep the Panthers on the endangered list

mailto:tpklp@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Dj and Kitts
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:11:00 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle, the Florida Panther should remain endangered for the protection of the
panthers . The Florida panthers have little over 200 remaining in the wild and even with such a
low number count, they are in the process of potentially moving to threatened allowing for
farmers and land owners to expand onto their territory, in the process removing their territory.
Also, who knows if they will be extinct. That is why we should keep them protected.The
animals are extremely territorial and removing a small amount of territory can be detrimental
since they will fight amongst themselves for land and will have to travel through urban areas
to breed. please keep the Florida Panthers protected and thank you.

mailto:kittsanddj@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Erica Iglesias
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:03:45 AM

I am in favor of the panthers continuing to be considered for the sake of food chain and we should continue to
increase the number of these beautiful Florida panthers.

Ququi

mailto:ququi@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: danilo Lazo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:57:17 AM

I believe that the Florida Panthers should not have their status as endangered reduced to just
threatened for many reasons. The first of many reasons is that if they were to be threatened
rather than endangered, many of their protections given to them by the government would be
reduced  and diminished and when they are killed and hunted down, the prey they fed on
would give birth at an exponential rate and disrupt the balance of that ecosystem. Not only can
this ruin that area for the animals, but also for humans that eat some of that food. The lowering
of endangerment also means that realtors can build on the land that they call home and
essentially kick them out so that they would now be roaming along without food or a natural
habitat and will have to be taken to an enclosure or somwhere else.
-- 
Sent from Gmail Mobile

mailto:chinoanddani@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Emmanuel Fabre
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:11:12 AM

Dear Mr. David Shindle,

I believe that you should not diminish the protection of the Florida Panthers.

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

mailto:emmanuel_fabre@outlook.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Daymaris Duran
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:46:21 PM

Hi mr David I'm I want to tell you that I think that the actions you have taken to help these
innocent animals is fantastic because only a person who really cares and has good feelings can
do it.

mailto:daymarisduran@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lissette Lopez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 6:09:38 PM

Dear mr.shindle,

I read the sun sentinel article in my marine science class and we were learning on the importance of saving the
panthers. I don't think that you should stop doing what you were doing because you made a big impact on our eco
system. Without panthers our eco system would suffer greatly and our lives would change in so many ways. The
things you're doing are saving lives of panthers one of the most beautiful animals. If you don't continue, we can
suffer a big issue with out food chain and economy and many other things because of one animal. Change the world
and continue doing what you're doing!
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lissette.lopez8@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Claudia Garcia
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 4:28:37 PM
Attachments: We should change the protection for Florida panthers.docx

mailto:nickyphone@me.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov

[bookmark: _GoBack]Claudia Irias





We should change the protection for Florida panthers, because they are endangered. A big threat to them is that their territory is disappearing, because they use their land to make parks, hotels and other things. Also another threat is that drivers are killing panthers. If we change it from endanger to threaten, hopefully it will make a difference and maybe more will appear.





From: Athalia Cope
To: David_Shindle@fws.gov
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 9:48:25 PM

Do not under any circumstances remove the Florida panther from the endangered species. 
The move to remove it is an idea of the evil republicans (lower case for losers) in order to give
more money to their wealthy donors.  We need these animals far more than we need
republicans (lower case for losers).
Athalia H. Cope

mailto:bobcope@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Elaine Elias
To: david_Shindle@fws.gov
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 5:06:13 PM

I dedicated this mail to the preservation and care of the animals, without them the world would
be totally different. I think that the protection to the pumas should not wed their scale, they are
animals that although they can be they are part of the fauna. Thanks for your attention. 

mailto:eliaselaine03@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Brian Calvo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 6:24:15 PM

I believe that the Florida Panthers should remain in the endangered list. There are still a few
remaining species in this world and without aid they all could die off. I truly believe that this
animal deserves more attention cause of its dwindiling population.

mailto:pepsi4u66@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: joselcrack2001 Lopez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 11:50:18 AM

Hey i think Florida panthers are really intreresting animals and i think we have yo let nature go by itself. It
is true that they can do some harm to people who for example paid money for their territory but how many
humans are there on the world and how many of these Florida panthers are there, i think Panthers have
to still be in endangered species  or it will lead to the same situation we faced time ago. I state that florida
panthers should be in endangered species

mailto:joselcrack2001@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Janet Darnell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 9:15:52 AM

Keep Florida Panther Protections Intact ~
 PLEASE!!
 
Janet Darnell
Executive Director
Partners for Breast Cancer Care, Inc.
9470 Healthpark Circle
Fort Myers, FL 33908
www.pfbcc.org
T 
F 
Our mission is to save lives and reduce suffering from breast cancer through
improved early detection, education and access to health care.
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE
DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES WEBSITE WWW.FLORIDACONSUMERHELP.COM OR BY CALLING TOLL
FREE (1-800-HELP-FLA (  WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT,
APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.  REGISTRATION # CH812

mailto:janetdarnellpfbcc@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.floridaconsumerhelp.com/


From: Chris Germond
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Saturday, August 19, 2017 9:17:03 AM

Please continue helping save our Florida panthers!! Thanks for your efforts!

mailto:cgermond@cfl.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Stephanie Contrada
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 5:27:06 PM

Dear Sir, It has come to my attention that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is taking public comment about
reviewing the Florida panthers’ endangered species protections. We, the people of Florida, want our panthers
protected. There is no reason in the world that these beautiful animals should ever become endandered again and
have every right to be here as we do. Needless acts of violence should NEVER be accepted. We must learn to control
ourselves and our own population growth. Thank you and I am hopeful and pray that the right decision will be
made. Yours truly, Stephanie Contrada

mailto:rephot53@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: chapeau722@bellsouth.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 12:09:29 PM

Please, please don't lift protections on the Florida panthers!

mailto:chapeau722@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Christine McKeon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 1:56:04 PM

These innocent Panthers need protection not execution. Leave them alone.  All animals need
protection because the human race is overtaking many animals habitats. We need to co exist
because we are all connected.   PROTECT FLORIDA PANTHERS!!!!!!!

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S8+, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:christinemckeon@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Harold Guin
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 8:08:35 AM

come on people seriously? i could understand if the numbers were at a point where a few
death's a year wouldn't affect the breed,but,in the hundreds and you want to lift the listing?

mailto:haroldguin90@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: kgiersch@cfl.rr.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Wednesday, August 9, 2017 12:50:06 PM

are u kidding me? why don't u just have open season on the 230 remaining panthers like on the black bears? that
way u can wipe them out in a matter of minutes.. how many species of animals will u kill before u stop?? taking
them off the endangered list is the most inhumane thing ive heard all day...they need to be protected..not
downgraded.. what r u trying to accomplish??  as stated.. how many species will u wipe out before u stop???

mailto:kgiersch@cfl.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: jimcole57@comcast.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Sunday, August 6, 2017 1:52:26 PM

How could anyone want to remove the
Florida Panther from the ENDANGERED LIST????   Jim Coleman

mailto:jimcole57@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Christa Douglas
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:24:44 PM

We should not take the florida panther off the endangered list. 

mailto:dramaqueen81013@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gerri Reaves
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Maintain "Endangered" status for Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:48:31 AM

I write to urge Fish & Wildlife to maintain the "endangered" status for the Florida Panther.
The species is not sufficiently protected or provided with sufficient habitat as it is. Lowering
the status will begin the gradual reduction of protection that will certainly increase its peril,
which is already great. 
Panthers have been killed by vehicles in record-breaking numbers, and there is the danger that
the public is becoming immune to this shocking and disturbing reality. 
Floridians must be educated to live with other native species and share the state's resources. 
Do not lower the Florida Panther's protected status. 
Gerri Reaves
Fort Myers

mailto:gerrireaves@earthlink.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kay Sadighi
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Maintain and strengthen protections
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 10:34:54 AM

My husband and I are property-tax-paying residents of Florida; we  read the Everglades Trust
post and want to say that we believe protections at all levels should be maintained for the
Florida panthers, and more habitat protected for them, perhaps north of the Caloosahatchee to
allow expansion of the population northward.
Kay Sadighi

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad

mailto:kaysadighi@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://yho.com/footer0


From: Elsa Alvear
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Maintain endangered status for Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:07:46 AM

I am writing to ask you to maintain the panther’s “endangered” status – and redouble efforts to
protect remaining habitat.  The official comment period closes at 11:59 PM on August 29th –
but the service will continue to receive comments which provide new information on the
panther at any time during the writing of their review.
 
This five-year status review for the Florida panther is a requirement of the Endangered Species
Act.  The last review was conducted in 2009 and recommended “no change” in the panther’s
endangered status – meaning it continues to receive full protection under the Endangered
Species Act.  I strongly recommending that status again remain unchanged.
 
The panther’s small core habitat in southwest Florida, less than five percent of its original
range across most of the southeast United States, continues to shrink and become more
fragmented by the day.  Up to a dozen new development projects in that core habitat –
including oil exploration across hundreds of thousands of acres, road expansions, new power
plant construction, and new subdivisions – are poised to destroy or degrade massive amounts
of some of the best upland habitats this species has left.  And while the panther population
may have recovered from near-extinction in the mid-nineties when only 20 to 30 panthers
remained, the current estimate of 120 to 230 panthers is still a tiny number.  With continued
habitat loss and roadkill continuing to take their toll, that population has almost certainly
reached a peak.  A record 42 panthers died in 2015 with 30 killed as a result of vehicle
collision.  That record was equaled in 2016, but with 32 cases of roadkill.  With more growth,
wider roads, and more cars on those roads, this grim situation is not expected to improve.
 
Regulatory mechanisms which could slow this loss and degradation of habitat also remain
completely inadequate to the problem. Local county governments, the Army Corps of
Engineers, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida Department of Economic
Opportunity, South Florida Water Management District, the National Park Service and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service itself continue to approve nearly every application for new
development which comes before them.  One recent project now on the table, “Rural Lands
West” in eastern Collier County, would create a new 6,000-acre subdivision in prime panther
habitat adjacent to the Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge.
 
The Florida panther remains an isolated sub-species of the North American cougar.  It has had
little to no contact with puma populations in the western United States for approximately 100
years – after habitat loss, highway construction, and indiscriminate hunting wiped out those
connections.  The “eastern cougar” was declared extinct in its last 5-year review conducted in
2011 – making the Florida panther the very last sub-species and breeding population of
cougars east of the Mississippi River.  The Florida panther was chosen by Florida’s
schoolchildren in 1982 as our state animal and is also considered an important “keystone
species” (of vital importance to the ecosystem where it is found) and “umbrella species”
(protection of panther habitat protects numerous other plants and animals – many also rare and
endangered - which share its range).  It is the name of South Florida’s hockey team and
numerous school sports teams around the state.
 
Recent scientific surveys of the Florida panther landscape (Kautz, et al, 2006, and Frakes, et

mailto:elsa_alvear@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
x-apple-data-detectors://1/


al, 2015) have recommended no loss in either the quality or quantity of the Florida panther’s
remaining habitat in southwest Florida - if the species is to have any chance of survival into
the future.  So far, that advice is not being heeded by any of the responsible government
agencies.
 
I urge the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to maintain full endangered species status for the
Florida panther – and to consider the cumulative impacts to the panther from the many
development projects currently underway or under review in its habitat.  Please also consider
what those projects are doing to the likelihood that the Florida panther will ever recover. 
Finally, please exercise your power as a regulatory agency of the United States government –
and fulfill your duties under the Endangered Species Act by protecting the Florida panther’s
vital but rapidly shrinking habitat from loss, degradation, and fragmentation.

- Elsa Alvear
25190 SW 189th Avenue 
Homestead FL 33031



From: Wren Underwood
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Maintain endangered status
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:01:55 PM

To who it may concern,

The Florida Panther deserves maximum legal protection.  For wildlife managers to do anything less is negligent.  As
a resident of the state of Florida, I would like to share this great state with amazing top predators like the panther.  I
support the maintenance.... better yet expansion of protection for this species, and would like to see more habitat
acquisition to support its well being.

Elizabeth Underwood
2491 me Myrtle St
Jensen Beach, fl
34957

Sent from my iPhone

________________________________

Please Note: Florida has very broad public records laws. Most written communications to or from County officials
regarding County business are public records available to the public and media upon request. It is the policy of St.
Lucie County that all County records shall be open for personal inspection, examination and / or copying. Your e-
mail communications will be subject to public disclosure unless an exemption applies to the communication. If you
received this email in error, please notify the sender by reply e-mail and delete all materials from all computers.

mailto:underwoodw@stlucieco.org
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Pamela D. Sullivan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: MAINTAIN FULL ENDANGERED SPECIES STATUS FOR THE FLORIDA PANTHER
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:37:35 PM

I urge the US Fish and Wildlife Service to maintain full endangered species status for the Florida panther and to
consider the cumulative impacts to the panther from many development projects currently underway or under
review in it’s habitat.  The US Fish and Wildlife Service must fulfill it’s duties under the Endangered Species Act by
protecting the Florida panther’s vital but rapidly shrinking habitat from loss, degradation, and fragmentation.

Thank you,

Pamela D. Sullivan
3706 West Gulf Drive
Sanibel, Florida 33957

mailto:sanibelcat@embarqmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: jrsmail@comcast.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: vern.buchananenews@mail.house.gov
Subject: Maintain Highest Protections for Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:26:38 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle

I'm writing to request that you work to maintain the highest level of protection for the
Florida panther under the Endangered Species Act.  It's come to my attention that the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is considering weakening protections for Florida
panthers.

The organization already downgraded protections for manatees, paving the way for
their likely extinction. Now you're trying to do the same thing to the Florida panther.
Basing decisions like this on a nearly two decades old study is irresponsible and
would indicate that your organization is disingenuous with respect to your
responsibility to protect the iconic animal species of our country.

For these reasons and plenty more, I ask that you NOT change the status of the
Florida panther.

Regards,
B. Smolow
Venice, FL

mailto:jrsmail@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:vern.buchananenews@mail.house.gov


From: Patricia Long
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Maintain Panther"s Endangered Status
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:08:21 AM

I am writing to ask that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to maintain the panther’s “endangered” status – and
redouble efforts to protect remaining habitat. 

The panther’s small core habitat in southwest Florida, less than five percent of its original range across most of the
southeast United States, continues to shrink and become more fragmented by the day.  Up to a dozen new
development projects in that core habitat – including oil exploration across hundreds of thousands of acres, road
expansions, new power plant construction, and new subdivisions – are poised to destroy or degrade massive
amounts of some of the best upland habitats this species has left.  And while the panther population may have
recovered from near-extinction in the mid-nineties when only 20 to 30 panthers remained, the current estimate of
120 to 230 panthers is still a tiny number.  With continued habitat loss and roadkill continuing to take their toll, that
population has almost certainly reached a peak.  A record 42 panthers died in 2015 with 30 killed as a result of
vehicle collision.  That record was equaled in 2016, but with 32 cases of roadkill.  With more growth, wider roads,
and more cars on those roads, this grim situation is not expected to improve.

Regulatory mechanisms which could slow this loss and degradation of habitat also remain completely inadequate to
the problem. Local county governments, the Army Corps of Engineers, Florida Department of Environmental
Protection, Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, South Florida Water Management District, the National
Park Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service itself continue to approve nearly every application for new
development which comes before them.  One recent project now on the table, “Rural Lands West” in eastern Collier
County, would create a new 6,000-acre subdivision in prime panther habitat adjacent to the Florida Panther National
Wildlife Refuge.

The Florida panther remains an isolated sub-species of the North American cougar.  It has had little to no contact
with puma populations in the western United States for approximately 100 years – after habitat loss, highway
construction, and indiscriminate hunting wiped out those connections.  The “eastern cougar” was declared extinct in
its last 5-year review conducted in 2011 – making the Florida panther the very last sub-species and breeding
population of cougars east of the Mississippi River.  The Florida panther was chosen by Florida’s schoolchildren in
1982 as our state animal and is also considered an important “keystone species” (of vital importance to the
ecosystem where it is found) and “umbrella species” (protection of panther habitat protects numerous other plants
and animals – many also rare and endangered - which share its range).  It is the name of South Florida’s hockey
team and numerous school sports teams around the state.

Recent scientific surveys of the Florida panther landscape (Kautz, et al, 2006, and Frakes, et al, 2015) have
recommended no loss in either the quality or quantity of the Florida panther’s remaining habitat in southwest Florida
- if the species is to have any chance of survival into the future.  So far, that advice is not being heeded by any of the
responsible government agencies.

I am writing to urge you to maintain full endangered species status for the Florida panther – and to consider the
cumulative impacts to the panther from the many development projects currently underway or under review in its
habitat.  Also, consider what those projects are doing to the likelihood that the Florida panther will ever recover. 
Please exercise your powers as a regulatory agency of the United States government – and to fulfill its duties under
the Endangered Species Act by protecting the Florida panther’s vital but rapidly shrinking habitat from loss,
degradation, and fragmentation.

Sincerely,
Patricia Long
513 Armada Rd S
Venice, FL 34285Sent from my iPad

mailto:patricia.long.florida@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Nancy Harrington
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Maintain the Florida Panther"s “endangered” status
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:21:52 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

As a lifelong Florida native, I have seen our native species decline to alarming rates, most particularly the Florida
Panther.

With habitat decline and vehicular accidents, they are fighting a battle for survival. It is most important to give them
every protection possible.

Therefore, I urge you to maintain the panther’s “endangered” status – and redouble efforts to protect remaining
habitat. 

Thank you,
Nancy Harrington
1501 Bay Dr.
Miami Beach, FL 33141

Sent from my iPad

mailto:nlmcland@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: DEBORAH GREEN
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Maintain the species’ current classification
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:08:59 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle:

Please accept this comment regarding the potential downlisting of the Florida panther.

I urge you to maintain the species’ current classification.

There is only the single population in South Florida. With proposed oil drilling in the Big Cypress, this population
could experience catastrophic population reductions.

Although ”females and kittens have been documented north of the Caloosahatchee River, a natural expansion of
their breeding range,” no panthers have been documented in my area of Central Florida, although this was within the
original range of the species. This is clearly not a fully recovered species and does not have enough habitat. It needs
protection of its remaining habitat in the Big Cypress and Everglades as an endangered species.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,
Deborah Green
Longwood, FL 32779

mailto:watermediaservices@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Margaret Brindle
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Mountain lions
Date: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 4:40:00 PM

Dear sir,

I understand that after the end of this month the mountain lion will no longer be protected.
Sorry correction, I do not understand it at all. Such a beautiful creature just doing what
mountain lions do and you are going to allow them to be shot.
What is this killing thing you people have. Shooting bears while they hibernate? What is that
about?
I used to think America was a great country. I am rapidly changing my mind. Wildlife does
not belong to you. It is not yours to dispose of as you feel like, to the biggest mouth with the
most money. And I don't need that bull about protecting animal stocks.
Do you remember your history?
So far Americans almost wiped out the bison and the American  Indians. Have you learned
nothing?
If you allow these animals to be hunted to extinction, I hope you spend forever on the lowest
ring in Dantes' Inferno. AND how do you explain to your grandchildren that you, personally
were responsible for their demise.
Wake up. Do what an man should do. Not shoot everything in sight, only cowards do that,
hiding behind their guns. Be a real man. A man who is big enough to and care about his world
and the animals in it. A man who is not afraid show he cares.
I do hope you can be a real man, a lot of animals and people are counting on you to the right
thing.

Please be a saviour.

Counting on you,
Margaret Brindle
Amsterdam
The Netherlands

mailto:missbrindle@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Carolyn Outhwaite
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Mr Shindle, please maintain the endangered status of Florida panthers
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 9:39:46 AM

Mr Shindle,

As a resident of Florida for ten years, I have been horrified at the dwindling number of
panther during this time. Please protect them and help boost their numbers. It's not
just about people and profits. Wildlife needs some priority too.

Thanks, 
Carolyn Outhwaite

 

mailto:caro@enginehounds.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Helen McGinnis
To: David Shindle
Subject: My comments on the Five Year Review of the Florida panther (attached)
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:11:25 PM
Attachments: HJM Comments to be submitted.docx

-- 
Helen McGinnis
PO Box 300
Harman, WV 26270

Klandagi:Puma Rewilding on Facebook

mailto:hissyhelen38@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.facebook.com/Khlandagi

Helen McGinnis

PO Box 300

Harman, WV 26270

304-227-4166

hissyhelen38@gmail.com



Dr. Shindle,



Here are my comments and thoughts on the Five Year Review of the Florida Panther.



I have been following the panther situation since around 2000, although I’ll admit I’ve never set foot in SW Florida.   My overriding interest is the value of panthers in restoring pumas to rest of the eastern United States.



I believe the USFWS and the FWC are doing a good job in recovering the panther.  Efforts on their behalf are benefitting all wildlife in SW Florida by protecting habitat and preventing vehicle strikes by constructing fences and underpasses.  Humans are benefitting too, at least those who do not want all currently unprotected areas developed.



I support the continuing listing of the panther as an Endangered Species.  There are too many threats to its existence to delist it.  Re-classifying it as a Distinct Population Segment makes sense, but I understand that for that to happen, it would first have to be delisted and then relisted as a DPS.  People who would like to see the panther permanently delisted could take advantage of that gap in protection.



If the panthers were isolated on a distant island, they would probably control their own population, although they might ultimately suffer from inbreeding and die out.  They might not reach their biological carrying capacity for many years, but they are close to reaching their political carrying capacity in SW Florida already.



Under the provisions of the 3rd revision of the panther recovery plan, establishment of a second population would lead to the panther being relisted as Threatened.  A third population would result in panthers being delisted.  I am not sure how long it’s going to take for a second population to develop north of the Caloosahatchee River or if this is the best place for another panther population.



A third population could established by reintroduction on the Florida-Georgia border, an area that would include the Ocala National Forest, the Pinhook Swamp, and the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge.  This region has been identified as excellent habitat.  A test reintroduction in the Ocala NF in the 1990s determined that reintroduction in the area was biologically sound but not advisable politically.



I would prefer to see them reintroduced into another southeastern state. Unfortunately, there are two overlapping reasons why reintroduction is deemed exceedingly difficult if not impossible in any state: erroneous beliefs by the general public and the system by which state wildlife agencies are funded.  (The agencies presumably would have to bear much of the cost of panther reintroduction in whatever state they are reintroduced.)  Large segments of the American public believe pumas are extremely dangerous, devastating to the livestock industry, and will wipe out local deer herds.  Because the state agencies are supported mainly by hunters through license fees and excise taxes on guns, ammunition and archery equipment, producing game—especially deer—must be their main objective.  They are not going to spend time countering misinformation held by the people who support them.  



Many areas of public land and large tracts of pine managed for pulpwood exist in the southeastern states outside of Florida.  They are not as threatened by development in the near future.  In my opinion, the only human population segments whose opinions count in wildlife decisions are those of hunters and farmers.  A search for suitable reintroduction sites should thus focus on opinions of these groups, not on habitat.  An area of public land near a major urban area might be best because urban residents probably have the most favorable attitudes toward large carnivores.



After a suitable reintroduction is found, an education campaign might be next.  Many adults will not change their opinions.  Outreach to young adults and children would more likely to succeed.  I do not know if the USFWS has the funds to conduct such a campaign.  Maybe NGOs such as the Cougar Fund could provide expertise and instructors.  Consultation with knowledgeable people would be needed to develop a doable plan.



					Sincerely,



					Helen J. McGinnis	



From: david goller
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: My feelings Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:00:37 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

The way Florida is being pillaged and occupied is unsustainable. Let now be the moment we say enough. Let's not
wait until our endangered animals are nonexistent. We all have a conscience and we need to let it guide us. Thank
you.

Regards,
Matt Goller

mailto:dgoller08@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Donna Nolt
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: my vote
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:37:37 PM

Dear  Sir,

Please do all you can to protect our Florida Panthers!  With only 250 left we have to pass all
the laws possible so that they won't become distinct.

Thank you,
Donna Nolt

mailto:princessdonnanolt@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: yoshij2982@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: NATIVE FLORIDIAN OPPOSED TO DELISTING THE FLORIDA PANTHER
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 9:39:26 AM

Dear David Shindle and Congressman:

I am writing to express my concern for the possible delisting of the Florida panther.

I find it obsured that after 40 years of conservation efforts and despite a population barely
numbering in the hundreds that the feds are considering lifting protections for the big cats.

For every human living in Florida, there are 0.00001117 Florida panthers in existence.

Florida's population grows to roughly 20.6 million and the Florida panther population has
dwindled to about 230, mostly due to habitat destruction, what with our tendency to drain and
mangle the landscape to make way for new development.

Environmentalists and animal welfare advocates say there is absolutely no scientific basis for
the proposed de-listing of Florida's official state animal.

The Florida Panther was first federally protected as an endangered subspecies via the
Department of the Interior in 1967, well before President Richard Nixon signed the
Endangered Species Act (the Florida panther was given protection in 1973).

Kate McFall of The Humane Society of the United State's Florida leg noted how the number
of panthers killed by speeding cars grows every years, and how southwest Florida, their last
population center, is the site of aggressive development.

"Panthers are particularly vulnerable to human threats due to their already-low numbers and
because they require large ranges," McFall wrote in a July 20 op-ed in the Bradenton Herald.
"Biologists know that the leading cause of species extinction around the world is habitat loss
and human persecution. With developers encroaching more dramatically in southwest Florida,
the panthers need the protection the Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."

As a concerned native of Florida I implore you to continue protecting these endangered cats.

Sincerely,

Concerned Native Floridian Citizen
Alachua County Resident
Marie

mailto:yoshij2982@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sheila Smith
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: need to support the Florida panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:05:35 PM

I am a transplanted Floridian.  Grew up in Chicago - in the city - only time I saw a panther was
at the Lincoln Park Zoo.

I applaud not only the efforts that you and others have undertaken to protect these animals, but
the creativity of your current approach which includes collaboration with the USDA's Natural
Resources Conservation Service and Florida Fish and Wildlife "to work with eligible
landowners "to maintain and improve habitat for the Florida panthers".  "

Wish you luck in preserving this native species which has been here long before any of us.  I
will make a donation to your efforts

Sincerely,

Sheila Smith
338 South Washington Drive
Sarasota, Fl 34236

mailto:sasmith@thebaratfoundation.org
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Pat Bayers
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: No change in Florida Panther Status
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 2:46:10 PM

As a citizen of Florida, I am deeply concerned that a change in the Florida Panther's status is
being considered. It should remain "endangered" because there are only about 230 panthers
left.
Sincerely,
Dr. Pat Bayers
New Port Richey, FL  

-- 
As a volunteer for Labrador Rescue of Florida,
I ask you to consider donating to support Labs that have been abandoned or in medical need. 
Recycle Love, help a lab, it is a great feeling. To donate click:
http://www.labradorrescue.net/donate/do/sponsor

mailto:pbayers@lrrof.org
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.labradorrescue.net/donate/do/donate


From: benjamin wade
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: No change in the Florida Panthers statistics
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:02:07 PM

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:benjeri35@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Diana Wells
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: NO change to the Florida panther"s status!
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 11:01:34 PM

The Florida panther is so important for our state. Please do not change the Florida panther's protective status from
endangered.

It is my understanding that the FWS is supposed to be responsible for conserving and protecting wildlife, plants, fish
and their habitats.  The panther must be protected.

Remember, this is the animal schoolchildren picked to be the state animal back in 1981.

Road kills, habitat loss and development of panther habitat continue to be threats. Dozens of applications for new
construction, mines, and other projects are currently being considered in panther habitat. In fact, your agency is in
the process of reviewing a development plan in Collier County that would build a city the size of Washington D.C.
in the heart of panther territory!

Instead of changing the recovery goals FWS should re-commit to protecting Florida's cat.

Your very thoughtful consideration will be greatly appreciated.

Ms. Diana Wells
5052 Jasmine Cir N
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
US

mailto:dwells3@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jessica Fesler
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: No delisting of Florida panthers
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 5:13:37 PM

Hello sir,

I am writing to express my concern at the potential delisting of the Florida panthers. Without such protections in
place, they would be even more vulnerable. I urge you to keep them protected as they have just as much right to be
here as we do.

Thank you for you time,
Jessica

mailto:herbsnasana@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: John Sullivan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: No reduction of protections for Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 5:11:07 PM

Dear David

Please do not reduce protective legislation for the Florida Panther. The time has come for
humanity to put aside its own selfish interests in order to protect what's left of the World's
remnant wild species. Extinction rates globally have quadrupled over the past 70+ years due to
humanities exponential demands on the planets limited resources. All life on Earth has the
right to survive, not just people. We must learn to share and preserve this planet for all its life
forms. 

-------

For every human living in Florida, there are 0.00001117 Florida panthers in existence.

Florida's population grows to roughly 20.6 million and the Florida panther population has
dwindled to about 230, mostly due to habitat destruction, what with our tendency to drain and
mangle the landscape to make way for another Pizza Hut or whatever excites exurbia these
days.

Environmentalists and animal welfare advocates say there is absolutely no scientific basis for
the proposed de-listing of Florida's official state animal.

The Florida Panther was first federally protected as an endangered subspecies via the
Department of the Interior in 1967, well before President Richard Nixon signed the
Endangered Species Act (the Florida panther was given protection in 1973).

Kate McFall of The Humane Society of the United State's Florida leg noted how the number
of panthers killed by speeding cars grows every years, and how southwest Florida, their last
population center, is the site of aggressive development.

"Panthers are particularly vulnerable to human threats due to their already-low numbers and
because they require large ranges," McFall wrote in a July 20 op-ed in the Bradenton Herald.
"Biologists know that the leading cause of species extinction around the world is habitat loss
and human persecution. With developers encroaching more dramatically in southwest Florida,
the panthers need the protection the Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."

Yours sincerely,
John Sullivan 

Sent from my iPad

mailto:jhnsullivan469@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.cltampa.com/arts-entertainment/travel-leisure/article/20858328/here-kitty-kitty-kitty-hope-for-florida-panthers
http://www.bradenton.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/article162665848.html


From: Adrien Lucas
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: No to Panther delisting - Please continue protections
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:58:37 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I am opposed to the removal of any protections that are afforded to the Florida Panther. This
should not ever be a topic for discussion ever.

Respectfully,

Adrien Lucas
Sarasota, FL

mailto:atomicholidaybazaar@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Angela helms
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: NO
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 11:02:21 PM

Absolutely do not delist those lions in Florida. Are you full of hatred or just that disgustingly greedy?
The ONLY two psychotic excuses to  justify the slaughter. Do something RIGHT for once
Murderers

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dodohuneybelle@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: denise@dayo.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Opinion on Delisting the Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 11:26:21 AM

Good morning Mr. Shindle, 

My name is Denise Byrne, and I am writing to you to give my input on the potential removal
of the Florida Panther from the endangered species list. 

I am very much against this. As you probably well know, FWS recently reported an
estimation of 120-230 panthers currently living in Florida. While this is an increase
compared to previous years, and there is evidence that they are spreading northwards into
their previous range, road deaths are also on the rise, so it is unreasonable to assume the
population is healthy, or thriving, and no longer needs our help. 

Any increase is because of the continued human interventions (land protection, underpasses
etc), and these have to continue to ensure the survival of this species. 

Florida is one of the most populated states in the country, and human sprawl and
development continues to push further and further into available panther habitat. The
human population in this state shows no sign of leveling off or decrease, so protection of
this iconic species is more important than ever. 

Removing this species from the endangered list in an step backwards that could destroy all
progress that has been made. Removal will allow other activities like hunting, reduced land
protection, and increased development into natural habitats, accumulating in the extinction
of one of Florida's most beautiful native animals, one that is vital for the health of our
ecosystems. 

I implore you to consider the well being of this species, and the continued threats Florida
panthers face. They need our help, and increased protection, awareness and outreach
efforts (to reduce human-panther conflicts) more than ever before. 

Thank you for your attention, and the opportunity to give my opinion. 

Kindest Regards, 

Denise  

Denise Byrne, Nature Enthusiast and Small Business Owner,

Orlando, Florida

 

mailto:denise@dayo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: nicole ponce
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Opinion on saving the panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:02:32 PM

Hello! My name is Yaire ponce. I'm a student at Hialeah gardens high school I'm in the 10th grade and was assigned
an assignment in my biology class. I wanted to state my opinion on the panthers and the ecosystem. I think it's very
important to keep our ecosystem intact and safe. I hope people in the industry are doing what they can to help build
a strong environment if needed. Many animals need our help.

mailto:lilypad147@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: ALEX
To: dan_ashe@fws.gov; david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Opposed to relaxation of the current requirements of the Endangered Species Act
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 12:57:57 AM

Dear Sirs,
 
As you consider proposed modifications to the Endangered Species Act I encourage you to

retain the protections provided for diminishing numbers of Florida panthers.  These animals are
clearly under survival stress and further disruption of their shrinking habit is not warranted.  The
pretext of increasing access to more fossil fuels and more residential space is unacceptable on
the basis of the current US economy and current expectations of solar and wind sources of
energy.  I would like you to stand fast with the current legislation’s requirements.
 
The US is already an exporter of fossil fuels;  we do not need more.  More fossil fuels threaten
adding homo sapiens to the list of endangered species.  At this time we are increasing
dependency on solar and wind sources for our power needs.  Autos in Europe with petroleum
based power will be totally prohibited before the end of another decade.  US auto makers are
already offering, this year, three versions of plug in automobiles powered by electricity.  Houses
are switching to roofing with ever improving solar power collectors.  These are major shifts away
from gas and petroleum dependency world-wide.  My hope is the tycoons of gas and oil wealth
will become an endangered species. 
 
Please continue to protect the habitat and foster the well-being of the species with which we
share this planet.  Stand fast against the baseless needs underlying power magnates’ proposals
to invade further Florida’s natural eco-systems.  It is your responsibility to do so.
 
Sincerely,
Alex Cicchinelli, PhD
Biostatistics (U.Mich)

Virus-free. www.avast.com

mailto:alex@cicchinelli.com
mailto:dan_ashe@fws.gov
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
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From: imsndbch2@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Our beautiful Florida panthers
Date: Thursday, August 17, 2017 8:52:45 PM

Dear sir, I am a resident of rural Volusia county for over 25 years and have never been blessed with the
sight of one of these Iconic creatures of the wild.... I moved to this state for it promised natural beauty and
Wildlife animals and habitats and I have seen none!!! I am hoping that my grand kids will be able to see 
one outside of a caged in hell.... I would like for you all to stop killing our Florida wildlife for trophy and let
her flourish again.   Thank You, Sandy Salinas NSB Fl 32168

mailto:imsndbch2@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: E Max Hauth
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Our environment
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:16:42 PM

Please do your best to save Florida's environment from developers who
have turned our state into a concrete slab.  We need to save all we can------
--plants, animals, water, etc.  It is no longer charming....WE DON'T NEED
TO DESTROY WHAT HAS BEEN OUR GIFT FROM THE PAST.  IT
NEEDS TO BE SAVED SO THAT PEOPLE WILL SEE WHAT IS
IMPORTANT-OUR EARTH.

mailto:emhauth@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Bridget McLaughlin
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Our Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:23:37 PM

Dear Mr Shindle,

I'm a resident of Sarasota County with a strong interest in preserving natural Florida for future generations. As a part
of this effort, I'd like to urge all interested parties to defend the protections in place for the Florida Panther. The
Florida Panther should remain on the Endangered Species List, and further efforts should be undertaken to promote
a healthy, growing population with expanded range.
The presence of these apex predators has been well documented as playing a positive role in our ecology. One
example that sticks with me is the natural control of deer that the presence of panthers offers. As my northern family
deals with the devastating effects of widespread deer and accompanying Lyme disease, I can see that it is absolutely
essential to control the spread of this disease here in FL. While it might displease sportsmen to find a reduced
opportunity to hunt these prey animals, I'd sooner see those animals go to the panthers.
We seem to be living in a moment when short term interests are placed ahead of long term solutions. We are
fortunate to live in a critically important, wild place. Let's take this step to help ensure it remains this way. Please
support the existing protections for the Florida Panther.

Thank you,

Bridget McLaughlin
Sarasota, FL

mailto:bridget.mclaughlin@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: merrysanders@comcast.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Our Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:52:34 PM

Please help save them by keeping them an endangered species.   They are our
heritage...

mailto:merrysanders@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kathleen Avalone
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Our panthers
Date: Wednesday, August 2, 2017 10:14:19 AM

Mr. Shindle,
Please note my comment on our very unique Florida Panther.  No where else in the world does this specific species
exist.  It matters not whether they have been cross bred with other mountain lion species, as the old argument goes. 
They are Southwest Florida!  They are THE exciting and exotic animal that gives tourists and residents alike the
ongoing hope to be lucky enough to see one one day!  To keep them on the endangered list will offer some
protection from development in areas critical to their survival and perhaps, hope against hope, find a way to reduce
their numbers of road kill by restricting the number and location of roads being expanded and built in and near their
habitat.
Please don’t be responsible for the extinction of this rare and beautiful animal.

Thank you,
Kathleen Avalone
Naples, Fl.

mailto:vegankat555@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: mary shabbott
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Our state Florida panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 6:21:34 AM

Though population estimates are only 120-230 individuals, they are proposed to be stripped of protections. This was
their home first.  They are beautiful animals who have as much right to live as you or I.   USFWS own information
states less than 250 remain; Their habitat is shrinking due to development; Wildlife watching opportunities generate
income that often exceeds hunting and fishing, according the the FWS own information. This is the state animal of
Florida and one of the most critically endangered species anywhere.
Do not take away their protections to appease ranchers and hunters. 
Mary Shabbott

mailto:mshabbott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: mary shabbott
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Our state Florida panther
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 6:00:41 AM

Though population estimates are only 120-230 individuals, they are proposed to be stripped of protections. This was
their home first.  They are beautiful animals who have as much right to live as you or I.   USFWS own information
states less than 250 remain; Their habitat is shrinking due to development; Wildlife watching opportunities generate
income that often exceeds hunting and fishing, according the the FWS own information. This is the state animal of
Florida and one of the most critically endangered species anywhere.
Do not take away their protections to appease ranchers and hunters. 
Mary Shabbott

mailto:mshabbott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: mary shabbott
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Our state Florida panther
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 7:18:49 PM

Though population estimates are only 120-230 individuals, they are proposed to be stripped of protections. This was
their home first.  They are beautiful animals who have as much right to live as you or I.   USFWS own information
states less than 250 remain; Their habitat is shrinking due to development; Wildlife watching opportunities generate
income that often exceeds hunting and fishing, according the the FWS own information. This is the state animal of
Florida and one of the most critically endangered species anywhere.
Do not take away their protections to appease ranchers and hunters. 
Mary Shabbott

mailto:mshabbott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: mary shabbott
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Our state Florida panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:30:07 AM

Though population estimates are only 120-230 individuals, they are proposed to be stripped of protections. This was
their home first.  They are beautiful animals who have as much right to live as you or I.   USFWS own information
states less than 250 remain; Their habitat is shrinking due to development; Wildlife watching opportunities generate
income that often exceeds hunting and fishing, according the the FWS own information. This is the state animal of
Florida and one of the most critically endangered species anywhere.
Do not take away their protections to appease ranchers and hunters. 
Mary Shabbott

mailto:mshabbott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mary Anderson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: panter protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:07:50 PM

Greetings,

We would like to continue protection for Florida panthers under the
Endangered Species Act and feel strongly about this matter.
Thank you.l
G. Norman Anderson
Mary C. Anderson
residents of Venice, FL

mailto:andint@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Preston, David
To: "david_shindle@fws.gov"
Subject: Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 11:36:19 AM
Attachments: image006.png

David, I think it is ludicrous that FWS is considering delisting or downgrading the FL panther. 
 
Please do your job and protect this dwindling species that has taken a huge hit due to Rick Scott’s
reckless agenda of unbridled development and suburban sprawl. 
 
Private special interests are intent on paving over our state, and the best way to achieve that goal is to
devalue what little remains of our priceless natural resources, and this seems to fall right in line with that
agenda. 
 
Thank you for anything you can do to help stop this madness. 
 
David Preston
Senior Managing Director

 
Newmark Grubb Knight Frank
1111 Brickell Avenue 
Suite 2000 
Miami, FL 33131

T   M 
dpreston@ngkf.com  

    

þ Save a Tree - Think Before You Print. Sustainably Newmark Grubb Knight Frank.

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attachments are intended solely for the use of the
intended recipient, and may contain information that is confidential, privileged and exempt
from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are not
permitted to read, disclose, reproduce, distribute, use or take any action in reliance upon this
message and any attachments, and we request that you promptly notify the sender and
immediately delete this message and any attachments as well as any copies thereof. Delivery
of this message to an unintended recipient is not intended to waive any right or privilege.
Newmark Grubb Knight Frank is neither qualified nor authorized to give legal or tax advice,
and any such advice should be obtained from an appropriate, qualified professional advisor of
your own choosing.

mailto:dpreston@ngkf.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:dpreston@ngkf.com
http://www.ngkf.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Newmarkkf
https://twitter.com/ngkf
http://www.linkedin.com/company/newmark-grubb-knight-frank



From: Brian McMahon
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2017 3:17:30 PM

I am commenting on the listing review of the  Florida Panther.
It is no different than any other North American Panther
The carrying capacity of its range in Florida has been exceeded.
The prey species numbers are in serious decline which eventually will affect all species.

It is time the be removed from the ESA.

Brian McMahon
360 22nd Ave NW
Naples, Fl 34120

mailto:swampbuggy2@earthlink.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jill Fegan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:30:23 PM

Please continue to protect the panther.

Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Verizon Wireless 4G LTE network.

mailto:justjillonline@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: catsa
To: David Shindle
Cc: Catsa
Subject: Panther 5 yr Review - comments
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 7:44:36 PM

Re: Florida Panther 5 yr Status Review.

Dear David I would like to submit the following comments,

* Status - Yes I wish USFWS to maintain the Florida panthers current classification & protected status.

* Priorities & Conservation efforts  - I believe more land acquisition of quality habitat, along with
restoration of habitat, implementation of good & protected travel corridors, is of vital importance & should
be a top priority. Preventing more fragmentation of habitat is a key component of having a vital & healthy
wilderness for the future.

- Amount of habitat currently occupied & secured for panthers is not enough. We are loosing too much
habitat used by panther & prey to human activity & development, with more planed development already
in the works (this is a major threat & could hamstring panther recovery efforts). This must change and be
improved for the benefit of panthers, wildlife, our shared water & land use.

* Abundance/Genetics - the panthers population has certainly increased which is good, & we now have
panthers breeding North of the Caloosahatchee river. This is promising, but as yet, we don't know if this
new generation will survive to produce its own offspring. We do not have another proven breeding
population of panthers within or outside of Florida, this is essential to this species success.   

- Regarding genetics, being that the population is still only around 200 or so adult animals, and the core
of the population remains primarily in SW Florida, inbreeding and its negative effects, are still very much a
potential without continued human intervention. The panthers small gene pool remains a risk. Therefore,
panther numbers must continue to increase to improve the chances of a healthy population going
forward.

*Conservation Efforts that have benefited the species - No hunting no harassment. Genetic restoration.
Aid to the human community in the form of pet & livestock husbandry, protection, & funding programs.
Agency, partner Groups, & individuals doing panther & wildlife outreach. Speed limits & underpasses.
Land acquisitions, & ongoing restoration efforts on the panther refuge.

*Threats - Humans: their attitudes, activities, & population, development, encroachment, & roads. 
- Panthers, their restricted gene pool & solitary population, which could fall or fail to disease, man made
or natural disaster. 
- Habitat loss, fragmentation, & degradation. Climate change which could have potential negative effects
on the landscape. 

*Taxonomy - sub species status. Well the Florida panther still falls under the status of sub-species, now it
just shares that with the rest of the North American populations (maybe they should all be given
increased protection?). I believe that past studies on panthers revealed a combination of both unique, &
shared features, with other puma populations in North & South America. That being said, the Florida
panther is severely isolated, & continues to be a genetically & environmentally stressed population. So
change in Taxonomy if their was to be one, based solely on Dr. Culver's genetic findings, should not
impact or change the Florida panthers current status or its protections as an endangered species. 

*Recommendations - continue with the restoration plan. Increase efforts to secure & improve quality &
quantity of habitat. Increase road safety for panthers, underpasses, slow zones, & most of all
"Enforcement" of speed limits! (seriously, revenue from speeding tickets could rival hunter licenses if they

mailto:catsa@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:catsa@bellsouth.net


were enforced). Continue outreach & assistance program's. Increase education efforts.

Education efforts - I would very much like to see a Florida panther station/gallery/exhibit/ on the refuge or
near to, a central place people could come to learn about panthers, get answers to questions, educational
information, see skulls, pelts, collars, photos, videos etc..learn about the animals & their environment.

Thank You for your time
Sincerely
Carmel Severon.

catsa@bellsouth.net 



From: mike wagner
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther 5 yr review
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:47:30 PM

Mr Shindle,
 
I will keep it short and to the point.  You are the expert so I am not going to try and prove my
intelligence, but here are my thoughts on the Florida panther as a concerned citizen.

The Panther should be kept on the endangered species list.  230 being on the high end is
not enough to be removed from the endangered species list…. If this was 230 deer,
squirrels, turkey would the state or federal government removed them even if there are
100’s or 1000’s elsewhere in the country?  My answer is NO.
We need more funds set aside for land acquisition.  The landscape of Florida is quickly
getting taken over by development and becoming more fragmented.  Habitat is a key
component.
Education for the public is key.  As we have seen with many of the other endangered
animals from red wolves to grizzlies to grey wolves out west we have to kill off the
conspiracies early before they spread and keep people educated and on board.
There are a lot of conservation efforts that have been great in helping the panthers. 
Including underpasses, speed restrictions, rancher out reach to help for livestock
reimbursement and no hunting.
Efforts that have hurt the panthers…. Need to be allowed to move cats north, panthers
that need relocated should be allowed to go north of the river and not just relocated in
the south. 
There are many threats that could harm panthers including  genetic isolation, hunters
and ranchers poaching the panthers and climate change.
New populations need to be 2nd on the list of importance, moving panthers north to start
populations in other areas of florida where they can eventually spread into other states
such as Georgia are important.
Taxonomy – no real preference.  I believe there are benefits to listing them as the same
as all other puma in NA by allowing more puma to be brought in from texas to help with
genetics, but also then they will need listed as a Distinct Population Segment should
their taxonomy classification be changed.

Thanks
Mike Wagner

mailto:wagnermike73@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Andy Backus
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Classification
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:51:33 PM

How the heck can you guys support the final extermination of the last 200 panthers in Florida.

This country sucks.

Andy

mailto:andy.backus@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Roberta AmEnde
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Comments
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 9:10:42 PM
Attachments: Panther letter.docx

The attached is a letter from my husband concerning his views on the delisting of the panther.

mailto:robertaamende@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov

U.S. Wildlife Service

12085 State Road 29 South 

Immokalee, FL 34142

8/26/2017



Dear Sirs,

     The Felis Concolor (i.e.: Panther, Puma, Cougar, Catamount, Mountain Lion) are apparently all the same cat.  There may be small differences between the populations such as a twitch in the tail or a larger body size where more food is available to a specific population.  They all eat small mammals, deer, elk, pigs, and anything else they can catch.    In South Florida the armadillos, small game, and deer populations have diminished due to the over population of cats (panther and bobcats), bears, gators, and now large snakes.  Management in this state is dictated by emotion rather than scientific evidence.   Panthers and Bears are regularly killed in large numbers on the roads and highways in South Florida providing no benefit to anyone only danger to the people in the vehicles.  Bears have been recently delisted in Florida and a two day hunt resulted in the beer quota being met in less time than was set for the hunt.  Now the future hunts are being stalled by emotion from antis and non residents, with the State Game Commission apparently unable to oppose their opposition.   

      I’m 67 years old and started visiting the Big Cypress in 1957 with my father.  We camped at Burns Lake for a couple of years and then built our first camp on Burdine Road in 1959.  In 1972, I moved from Miami to the Big Cypress where I have lived on Burns Road, Burdine Road, and the last 35 years on Turner River Road for a total of 45 years.  Exploring, trapping, hunting, fishing, air boating, and using swamp buggies have been my passion the whole time.  This is what I have seen during my time in the Big Cypress.  The first 25 to 30 years of my life here I saw only 1 panther.  The sightings started to increase around the mid to late 1980’s, where I would regularly see 15 to 20 cats a year, sometimes multiple cats at one time.   I use two camps in the Bear Island Unit of the BCNP and in the past it was not uncommon to see 10-15 deer and 20-30 turkeys in the yard at one time.  This started to change in the late 1990’s, and now I am lucky to see a doe & yearling, maybe a small buck, or 2 to 3 turkeys.  The yearling will last a couple of months at best and the turkey poults disappear 1 or 2 at a time every time I visit the camps.  What I see now are bears almost every time I go to the camp and bobcats or panthers every other time I visit.  What I have seen in the other units of the Big Cypress is when a cat moves into a specific area the deer population goes down drastically until the cat moves on due to lack of food.  The raccoon, opossum, and turkey populations are reduced as the cats will also feed on all they can catch in the area.   I seldom see raccoons or opossums at the camps now, where in the past they were prevalent.

     Now what can we do to resolve the situation.  The current goal is to create three separate populations of 240 animals in each area which will never happen.  There are not enough wild areas in the state anymore to support this plan since more wild land is being bought up by developers  to build homes and malls to support the population increase moving to Florida many who are anti – hunting activists.  It is ironic that the people that want to save the bears and the cats are in many ways a big part of the problem.   Farmers and land managers don’t want the cats on their property because of the restrictions which hamper their ability to fully use their property.  This leaves the current cat populations in increasing confrontations with humans.  Everywhere in urban areas and within city limits itself dogs, cats, goats, and pigs are regularly being killed and I fear that sooner or later a child, hiker, bike rider, or hunter in the woods will be attacked by a panther or bear.  I believe the panther should also be delisted like the bear and managed like any other wildlife in the woods with hunting seasons.  As the panther and bears already exist on most large wild areas in the state and farmers, ranchers, and developers don’t want them located on their land it doesn’t make sense to trap and move the animal.   I would think that with so many cats and bears dying on the roads and highways that a logical alternative would be a limited hunting season.  Tags could be issued in the highest population or problem areas.  This would benefit the State Game Agency, along with the hotels, gas, food services in the area, along with stores who supply hunting and other products.   Hopefully this would bring a balance back to the wildlife populations that are in disarray at this time.  This could mean that less cats or bears would not die in vain on some road or highways and that a person will not be injured in the accident.  Plus the hunters that have had the chance to hunt and take a panther or bear will have the ability to forever appreciate the hide or mount they may choose to have processed and this also will support those who are in taxidermy.

     In closing, delist the panther so it can be managed properly by game managers using science not emotion and put together a limited hunting program for both the cat and the bear to bring the populations back in balance.

Sincerely,





Timothy Spaulding

19 years as a paid firefighter

12 years as owner /operator of an air boat and swamp buggy guide service

Hunter, fisherman, and user of the Big Cypress Swamp







From: David Hartgrove
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther delisting comments
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 3:26:01 PM
Attachments: Panther letter, 82517.pdf

ATT00001.htm

Hi,
  The attached letter is for addition to the requested public comments. Thanks!

David Hartgrove
Corresponding Secretary, ECVF

mailto:birdman9@earthlink.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov










From: rosalind
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: panther delisting??
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 12:24:17 AM

I just read about this proposal.  This is truly shocking. The many decades of efforts to save this
creature from extinction would be in vain.  This is a certain death warrant for the species. 
Please do not change the listing status of the panther because of political expediency.

Rosalind Moore
Gainesville FL

mailto:rosalind1025@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: giants.pat@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Endangered List
Date: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 3:34:11 PM

My wife and I are very much in support of keeping the Florida Panther on the Endangered Species
List. The talk in most of the countys, and in the articles in the News Press and news reports on TV
 is that it seems that  every other day we lose panthers being run over and killing  each other over
territory, which is only natural. 

In several reports , a woman who I believe is an owner of one of the largest ranches in Hendry
County (?) and has been a commissioner for the Ranchers Association is adamant about taking
the panther off the list because of loss of livestock.

I am familiar with some of the ways and means of some of our western states; Is it true or not that
in Florida these ranchers are paid for loss of livestock, due to wildlife such as bears/panthers?.

Thank you for your time and answer!

Larry and Pat

mailto:giants.pat@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: John McCluskey
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: panther endangered
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:06:34 PM

Mr. Shindle,
 
I understand that the  Fish and Wildlife Commission is going to consider changing the designation of
our panther, potentially taking them off the endangered species list.  I want to urge the commission
to continue to have them on the endangered list…..we’ve already had to introduce other cats into
our dwindling panther population in order to continue the species.  The areas in which they roam
has continually diminished due to development and now, because of recent oil exploration permits,
they have even less. Taking them off now, while they’re still struggling to increase their population
would be a mistake…….I recently read that 2 just died, one in an apparent fight for territory and
another killed by a car which is a frequent occurrence.
 
I’m a native Miamian now living in Pembroke Pines since 1969 and I can list the expansion of
development just in our city out to U.S. 27.  Where we had plenty of open land, now we have
development, after development….little in the way of wildlife that used to be here.  There is
relatively little area left for these wonderful native creature; let them live as they have; the FWS has
the ability to ensure that they at least have a fighting chance.
 
Regards,
Gloria McCluskey
2241 NW 82 Way
Pembroke Pines, FL
 

mailto:mjackmcc@bellsouth.net
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From: Sue Brown
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther input
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 1:49:20 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I am writing to respectfully request that the Florida Panther be allowed to remain on the
endangered list.   As stewards of the land, we should act to preserve and protect native plants
and animals.  The panthers are threatened by the actions of humans.  They continue to lose
their lives to cars and the loss of their habitat.  These pressures will only continue to increase
as Florida's human population continues to grow.   I believe that everything in an ecosystem is
interconnected.   When we lose a piece of the environment, it has a ripple effect to other
plants and animals.  I truly believe that  a population of only about 220 cats living in the wild
does not justify removing them from the endangered list.  It would be a tragedy to lose the
panther.  Everyday, it seems like we continue to lose a bit of old Florida and what makes
Florida such a special place to live.  Please continue to protect the panther.   Humans are the
main reason the panther is threatened but humans are the only hope to save them as well.  
The panther deserves our support and protection and future generations of Floridians deserve
to observe these cats in the wild.

Thanks so much for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Sue Brown Becker
10819 Alico Pass
New Port Richey, Fl 34655

sdbtampa@hotmail.com

mailto:sdbtampa@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Doyle Jenkins
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther listening review
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 6:37:15 PM

Dear Sir:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the USFWS panther listing status study. I am
president of the Collier Sportsmen and Conservation Club, Inc. We are a 150 member club in
SW Florida formed in 1985 to speak for sportsmen as we started seeing our rights being
restricted beginning with the hunting closure in the Fakahatchee Strand. The impact of rule
changes since that time has almost eliminated the gladesman culture and honestly, hunting
within the everglades. 

Please understand that we are not for the elimination of the panther but the current listing for
recovery has become an impossibility. There is simply not enough available undeveloped land
to establish 3 separate colonies of at least 240 panthers.

Undoubtedly, the larger argument must be the panther in South Florida is not an endangered or
separate specie. The introduction of the common cougar (Puma) from Texas along with
several other releases has eliminated any trace of a different cat. Remember when the hysteria
started over the "Florida Panther" it was always defined as having a  cowlick and a curved tail.
My 70 years of living in Collier County also recalls the early panther as being shy and I recall
hearing  panther screams at night that would make your hair stand on your neck. When is the
last time you have heard a panther scream in the wild?  We should be hearing this sound
frequently as the "Florida panther" has moved into many subdivisions (Or subdivisions have
moved into "Florida panther" habitat).

The studies of Dr. Melanie Culver and the IUCN among others has concluded panthers are not
separate but a single specie. If scientific studies have proven this as true what other conclusion
can be reached?

Our greatest  concern is that we have a cross-bread cat that has eliminated the feral hog in
many hunting areas and is severely hurting the deer and small game populations with no
Federal plan as to what do we feed them next?? I certainly hope it will not be a child as they
are already thriving on pets and livestock. The increase of 150 plus predators that consume
the equivalent of a deer or hog weekly can not continue without severe consequences. Please
see the FWC South Florida Deer Study results.

The time has come for agencies to accept the facts that they have created a long gravy-train
that can not afford to continue down the same track without encountering a major wreck with
the public. It is time to realize we are not dealing with a rare specie and we must begin to
control their population as other species must be controlled. We can't continue with a "One
specie management" to the detrimation of all others. This action will be hard to implement as
the public has endured a relentless hard sell on promoting the panther.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this subject. There is going to be some hard
choices that have to be made if we are going to preserve wildlife in South Florida.

Wayne Jenkins

mailto:wayjen2500@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


President

 



From: sean mccann
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Listing Comments
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:14:09 AM

Mr. Shindle and USFWS

As an avid sportsman and conservationist in South Florida I am glad to see that the panther has made a strong
comeback in South Florida and believe there is a definite place in our ecosystem for this iconic species. With that
said I believe the endangered listing and associated ESA requir meets are handcuffing managers and will lead to the
demise of this big cat. The lack of options afforded by the ESA is causing an overpopulation in certain areas which
has led to a sharp decline in the prey base and a bad taste in the mouths of many users of this land. This combination
can only be detrimental to the survival of the cat in South Florida. Due to the fact that this is not a different species
but just a common cougar that happens to inhabit South Florida I would ask that you recommend removing the cat
from the endangered species designation and allow the cat to be managed properly to ensure its continued existence
in the South Florida landscape and hopefully followed by the entire eastern United States. The Current Single
Species management due to the ESA is going to be the demise of this species not its saving grace.
Thank You
Sean McCann
President of Safari Club International South Florida Chapter

Sent from my iPad

mailto:mcca2968@bellsouth.net
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From: Mccracken,Donna L
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Mccracken,Donna L
Subject: panther listing
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:33:24 PM

Dear David,

Two-hundred thirty panthers do not make a viable population.  They must remain
on the endangered listing.

Many years ago I provided some volunteer work on "roads" when Dennis Jordan was
running the Panther Protection Plan from UF.  At that time we were looking at
additional sites to grow another population in case of catastrophe in the south Florida
population.  It is necessary to have at least 500 cats.

Now, is NOT the time to change the panthers endangered status.

Please encourage the right thing.

Sincerely,
Donna McCracken

mailto:donnalee@ufl.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:donnalee@ufl.edu


From: Douglas Huebner
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther population
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:31:56 PM

Please help protect wildlife from the one way street our eco system is going into.
The panthers need protection also. we say they are not safe at a population of 200!

Douglas Huebner
Sent from my iPad

mailto:dahuebner77@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Walter Hughes
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther protecion
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:11:08 PM

Let the protection of our dwindling panther population be of the utmost concern to the state.  I am a
resident of Sun City Center and support any measure that will safeguard this wildlife treasure.

Walter Hughes
walthughes@verizon.net

mailto:walthughes@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Julie O"Connor
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther protected status
Date: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 1:47:38 AM

Do not downgrade or eliminate the protected status of the Florida panther.
There is absolutely no scientific basis for the proposed de-listing of Florida's official state
animal.
The number of panthers killed by speeding cars grows every years and there is aggressive
overdevelopment.
Leave the panthers alone.   The panthers need the protection the Endangered Species Act
provides more than ever.
Sincerely,
Julie O'Connor
12 Windsor Rd.
Tenafly, NJ 07670

mailto:julieo898@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Margy Riley
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 1:47:04 PM

I am very much in favor of continuing Florida panther protections.

Margaret Riley
300 E Church St Apt 1214
Orlando Fl 32801

Sent from Margy's iPhone

mailto:mbr0126@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Elaine Heckart
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:23:27 PM

Please do not eliminate the panther from the endangered species list. There are fewer than 250 left in the state of FL.
It is a magnificent animal to behold in the wild.

Thank you,
Elaine Heckart
Concerned Citizen

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:eheckart13@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Rudolph Browne
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection Regulations
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 12:43:11 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle, 

I am Rudolph Browne, Sentinel of the Hialeah Gardens Senior FFA and part of the
Agritechnology program. As someone who cares deeply about animal rights and their
wellbeing, this issue deeply worries me. Panthers have been kept from extinction from the
safety measures that we currently have in place and any change in these regulations could
result in their extinction.

Thank you,

Rudolph Browne

HGHSFFA Sentinel

mailto:rbrowne718@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Cynthia M. Rosas
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 5:32:13 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

Please do all you can to keep the Florida Panther on the Endangered Species List.

A slight increase in panther numbers is just a small ray of hope, not the solution to a long
standing problem. 

Panthers still need to be protected.

Thanks for your help,
Cynthia Rosas

Cynthia Rosas
First Grade Dual Language
NBCT 2007 EC Gen.
Manatee Bay Elementary
19200 Manatee Isles Dr.
Weston, FL 33331

The School Board of Broward County, Florida expressly prohibits bullying,
including cyberbullying, by or towards any student or employee. See Policy
5.9:
Anti-Bullying for additional information.

Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. Your email address and
the contents sent to the sender of this communication will be released in
response to any request for public records, except as exclude.

mailto:cynthia.rosas@browardschools.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Diane Thorp
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:12:35 PM

Please urge feds not to downgrade panther protection.

Diane Thorp 
34243

mailto:dandb1970@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marilyn Egan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:34:24 PM

Please do everything you can to protect this apex predator struggling to survive. 
I will not go on at length, but I have been watching the numbers killed by traffic.
Florida needs to take measures based on these statistics to make passages above and below highways for wildlife
that needs wide ranges. This species deserves the chance to live. Leave them on the endangered list and do anything
you can to improve their chances.

Thank you.

Marilyn Egan

Sent from my iPad

mailto:marilyn.k.egan@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Britt Paulson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:55:20 PM

I just wanted to weigh in on the panther protections. They most definitely need to be kept in
place. Between the ever increasing sprawl and the lack of safe corridors, we are 100% to
blame for their perilously low population. We must do better. Continuing their protection is
vital.

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:brittpaulson@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/mobile/?.src=Android


From: malena Calderon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:54:08 PM

Hello,
I just saw an email from Vern Buchanan and I've been busy with flooding in my house but please take this email
into account for panther protection.
I believe in diversity and in nature's design rather than common human shortsightedness.
Please do all you can to help preserve panther lives in Florida.
Thank you,
Malena Calderon
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:malenacalderon@msn.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gardner Sharpe
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:47:09 PM

Do not downgrade panther protection status. Gardner Sharpe.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:gardnersharpe@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: John and Jacqueline Schafer
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:05:46 PM

My husband and I urge you to keep the Florida panthers on the endangered species list.

If you want to remove something, downgrade the alligator to a less protected list for two reasons.  1.
They have replenished their numbers.  2. With more and more development, their habitat has been
greatly reduced.

Can your department do anything about the overbuilding.  Considerations are not being made for wildlife
and wildlife preserves.
Reduced water supply affects wildlife, humans, and the environment.

Sincerely,
John & Jacqueline Schafer
1423 Turnberry Dr.
Venice, FL 34292

-- 

 

mailto:jasjks@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Laraine Ritchie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:29:41 AM

Dear Sir,

These endangered animals have NO ONE else to speak up for them since
they have no voice.  PLEASE, keep working on protection their habitat
and keep them on the endangered list.  I remember it wasn't so long ago
when there were only 30, yes, 30 panthers in the Everglades.  In fact I
think it dropped below for a time. Again, we all want our grandchildren
to experience as many natural Everglades creatures as possible, for as
many years as we can. Save them with your ability to legislate.

Thank  you

Laraine Ritchie

--
Photographs by Laraine 11470 NW 36 Place Sunrise, FL 33323 
www.photosbylaraine.com laraine@photosbylaraine.com

mailto:lhenryritchie@att.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: a spencer
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:35:47 AM

 Dear Mr. Shindle,
        As a Florida resident I am heart broken to learn you are considering removing the Florida
Panther from the protected species list. After all the efforts that have been made this is a slap
in the face to your residents. To choose a few land owners over the entire state's well being
needs to stop. Our state is known for our exotic wildlife and beautiful natural spaces. We are
running out of both! It is your job to preserve these things not condemn them to extinction.
Our state needs the panther more than we need more houses. Please do what is the only right
thing and continue to protect the Florida Panther!

 a Spencer 32110

Virus-free. www.avast.com

mailto:aspencer421@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail&utm_term=icon
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail&utm_term=link


From: Delaney Binder
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:15:24 AM

I believe that the panthers should stay endangered until they have a sufficient population to
make it in the wild. I also believe that the panthers should keep their protected grounds.

mailto:hufflepuff2402@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Javier Roman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:04:08 PM

  Hi, my name is Javier Roman and I believe that the panther protection should continue to happen no matter if they
are about to be extinct or not. The reasons as to why i am saying this is because panthers are great animals and are a
big part of Florida and i believe that they aren't many panthers still because i haven't seen one yet! We should
continue to protect drinking water sources and also protect natural lands and wildlife habitat. These are the reasons
as to why the panther should remain protected and secured, thank you.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jayj1223@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: ReBeca DiaNet
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 7:11:56 PM

Hello, I am a student at Hialeah Gardens Senior High and I'm currently taking the class of Marine Science. Today
we discussed an article in class regarding the Panther protection and how panthers could become extinct. The
panther is on top of the food chain and we need to maintain their safety so that the food chain remains balanced.
Panthers being taking away their protection, would cause a catastrophe in the ecosystem and the food chain. We
should do everything we can to save tbem from become extinct. I strongly believe that Florida panthers shouldn't be
taken away their protection. Thank you for the job and all the help you've done.

Enviado desde mi iPhone

mailto:amado01021@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Laura Coburn
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 9:22:46 AM

Please retain protections for the Florida panther. You know why it's important to do so from
the many comments you've already received.

Thank you.

mailto:lcinmia@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: David Kupersmith
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 1:34:58 PM

I read with interest in today's Sun Sentinel and would like to express my
thoughts before the 8/29 deadline.

As a fairly recent full-time resident of Florida(from Long Island) I am really
appalled at the thought that these magnificent creatures have been
crowded into less than 5%(if factual) of their prior territory.

I know humans come first, but exactly when does someone tell GL Homes,
Lennar Builders or any of the others that Enough Is Enough?

David Kupersmith
B oca Raton

mailto:dmk129@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Pete Ackerman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 10:58:57 AM

Sir,
Florida Panthers and their habitat need continued protection.
Do not de-list the Panther and i urge stronger protection of their habitat as well.
Regards,
Pete Ackerman

314 SW 12th St
Ft Lauderdale, Fl 33315 
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:bluepeterigging@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Cyndi Matzick
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protection
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:27:40 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle - This seems to be an ongoing problem with  Fish and
Wildlife and the State.  When  will all of you understand that there are
so many folks who live here because of our natural beauty  and
wildlife... panthers being the creatures discussed this time.

Please stop listening to the developers, ranchers, businesses (many of
whom are on your board due to appointments by a governor who is so pro
business that he ignores the obvious), and start listening to your
constituents.    Panthers are magnificent creatures who are an icon of
this state - unique in their status and still not a strong  enough
presence - mainly due to the number killed on our highways.

Please stop the madness.  Keep current panther protections in place and
encourage more,  as these beautiful animals need places to roam that are
free of traffic, people and buildings.   Give them places to call their
own, unhindered by  greedy human needs.

Thank you.

Rick and Cyndi Matzick

Belle Isle, Florida

mailto:Purrcyn@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lee Patrizzi
To: FWS
Subject: Panther protections
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 4:10:44 PM

It would be a mistake for federal wildlife regulators to downgrade the protected status of the
Florida Panther. The species, with an estimated population of just 230, is too vulnerable to put
at risk. What could possibly make you believe that the protected status should be downgraded?

mailto:leepatrizzi56@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: daniel newsome
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther protections
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 8:09:27 AM

Mr. Shindle, 

I would like to express my concerns over removing some protections for the Florida Panther. 
There needs to be more protections to prevent further loss of habitat due to development. 
Please consider my comments when making your decision.

Regards, 

Daniel Newsome
Leesburg, Florida

mailto:dnewt0328@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Yordan Espinosa
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protections
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 4:05:05 PM

We should not change the panther protection status because it is incredibly simplistic for the population of
panthers to decrease and for them to eventually disappear. We should stop giving the benefit to these
landowners that just want to kill off our endangered panthers. Panthers are important to FL and people
actually care about these animals because we have morals and not all of us care about just making
money. We do not want to see these innocent animals killed just for property and we do not want to give
permission to landowners to kill them. They are endangered and we should not see past that for whatever
reason. Save the panthers please. 

mailto:yordanespinosa@ymail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: S&R Melville
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Protrection in Florida
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:59:06 PM

I support continued protection of Florida panthers to the fullest extent by
Endangered Species Act and any/all other protective actions possible.

I strongly object to the Feds reducing the panther protection in any way.

Regards,
Richard Melville
Englewood Florida
ramman232gmail.com

-- 
*THERE IS NO CHALLENGE THAT CANNOT BE MET * OR  *  DREAM THAT CANNOT BE ACHIEVED* .  .  
.   .

mailto:ramman23@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://ramman232gmail.com/


From: B Powell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther recovery
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 9:04:55 PM

Please, please, please...protect panthers which, of necessity, means you must protect their
habitat from human encroachment. 
Thank you,
Sincerely, 
Barbara Blount-Powell 
2920 se 39th pl. 
Gainesville, Fl 32641

mailto:bpowell@reasonabledoubt.org
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ardren, Traci A
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: panther review
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 2:51:41 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I am an archaeologist who studies the ancient or pre-european contact Everglades.  Panthers
are part of the natural ecosystem of the glades today as they have been for millennia.  I urge
you and the US Fish and Wildlife Service to do everything possible to maintain the panther's
endangered status.  The small remaining habit south and north of the Caloosahatchee must be
protected in every way possible.  Humans have plenty of other room to infill and occupy--ares
that we have damaged or disturbed nearly beyond repair.  I truly wish we could enact
"panther zones" like manatee zones, where the speed limit would be reduced significantly and
violators would face fines.  

I trust you will represent the panther to the best of your ability.  Thank you for your service to
this crucial animal.

Sincerely,

Traci Ardren 

Traci Ardren
Professor, Department of Anthropology
University of Miami
102 Merrick Building
Coral Gables, Florida 33124
USA

mailto:tardren@miami.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Becky Collins
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther status
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:03:22 PM

Hi David,
I am writing in regards to the potential status change of the Florida Panther.  I am not up to date on what scientists
look at to determine if the panther populations have recovered.  However, I do believe that we should leave this
decision up to the experts. If the panther biologists study the panther population and determine that they have
recovered and are increasing to a point where they are no longer considered endangered, then we should consider
removing them from the endangered species list. Until then, pressure from a few developers should not determine
the status change of the panther. I would like to cast a vote to keep the status of the panther intact and to protect the
land crucial to their survival from development.

Sincerely,

Becky Collins
Key Largo, FL

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:beckag222@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Alan Brech
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: panther status and habitat
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:30:19 AM

Please maintain the panther’s “endangered” status – and redouble efforts to protect its remaining
habitat.

Actually, you need to expand the panther territory. Shrink the people territory. We have enough
people.

If you asked most people, would you rather see more panthers or more people sprawl, they'd
overwhelmingly say panthers. Therefore, it is the will of the people that there be less people and
more panthers. 

Act on the people's will.

Alan Brech
1142 Wild Rose Dr NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905

mailto:aebrech@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Andy Eller
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Status Review - Comments
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:26:10 AM
Attachments: Shindle_2017_panther_status_review.docx

mailto:aeller63d@cox.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov

To David Shindle, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service:					August 25, 2017

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the five-year status review of the endangered Florida panther (Felis concolor coryi) as published in the Federal Register, Vol. 82, No. 125, pp. 29916-29917 and dated June 30. 2017. The comments below are keyed to the review factors; a) species biology, b) habitat conditions, c) conservation measures, d) threat status and trends, and e) new information.

A. Species Biology: The genetic restoration program begun in 1995 has had a positive effect on the demographics and abundance of the panther but it is still susceptible to inbreeding, and, it is still confined to south Florida.

B. Habitat Conditions: A considerable amount of land identified as critical to the extant population has been protected since the early 1990s. A considerable amount of land has also been developed and will continue to be developed until the south Florida landscape reaches stasis. 

C. Conservation Measures: The conservation measures necessary to recover the panther include genetic restoration, habitat conservation, and repatriation. The first two measures have been addressed by the recovery agencies to the extent feasible; but the latter, repatriation, is unlikely to be achieved in the near term and will be difficult, socially, to achieve in the long term.

D. Threat Status and Trends: The recovery program has ameliorated the threats of disease, inadequate regulatory mechanisms, inbreeding, and habitat loss due to development. However, habitat loss due to sea-level rise, if the projections prove accurate, would eliminate much of the present occupied range. Repatriation to higher ground, outside of Florida, is the only insurance against this threat.

E: New Information: Any new information submitted to the Fish and Wildlife Service during this process should be published for additional public review.

The information available indicates that important and much-needed progress has been made in the recovery effort but the population remains, and is likely to remain, geographically isolated into the near future. I recommend that the Florida panther (Felis concolor coryi) be listed as endangered until this issue can be addressed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]/s/ Andrew C. Eller, Jr.

1119 Hullview Ave, Apt. A

Norfolk, VA 23503



From: knox bagwell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: knox bagwell
Subject: Panther status review
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 12:40:26 PM

While it is true that recently Florida panthers have seen a very slight increase in numbers…what is
ALSO TRUE, road kill of panthers is at record levels, their core habitat is increasingly being infringed
upon by humans and as further documentation….they have been observed in areas never
before….most likely due to habitat loss.
 
Considering the recent decade and present political climate in Florida towards wholesale approval of
unsustainable development and the continued increase of new resident yearly…the foreseeable
future, human negative caused consequences for panthers will only become worse.
 
The recent fiasco “Florida bear hunt”, should be wakeup call that money to be made by the State of
Florida in allowing panther hunting would be soon coming.
 
Florida panthers greatly need to retain their present, protective listing by FWS.  Supporting state
education in areas of panther conflicts can help reduce negative, human caused encounters, as the
present effort on bear conflicts show.
 
As a Sierra Outings leader, I see often the valuable and unique experiences of novice, nature
encounters. FWS is in a important position to encourage the continued existence of these
opportunities.
 
                                             Knox Bagwell
                                             144 Kinsey Rd.
                                             Crawfordville Fl. 32327
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:knoxberries@msn.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:knoxberries@msn.com
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Wyatt Hoover
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Status
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 4:46:27 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Mr. Shindle,
I’m writing to express my support of the current protections for the Florida Panther.  As you know,
apex predators are incredibly important to healthy ecosystems.  A population of ~230 in Florida is
dangerously low, by any standards, and certainly merits continued protection as an Endangered
Species.  I’d be interested to learn why this is even a point of discussion, I look forward to learning
your professional opinion.  Thank you for your time.
 
Kind regards,
 
Wyatt Royce Hoover
Town Commissioner
Town of Melbourne Beach
507 Ocean Avenue
Melbourne Beach, Florida  32951

 
Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your e-mail address released in
response to a public-records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by
phone or in writing.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This electronic transmission, including any attachments, may contain
confidential information that is legally privileged and exempt from disclosure.  The information is intended only
for the use of the individual or entity named above.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or
any employee/agent responsible for delivering the message to that recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disclosure, dissemination, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this
confidential information is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please destroy it
and immediately notify me at whoover@melbournebeachfl.org.
 

mailto:whoover@melbournebeachfl.org
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:whoover@melbournebeachfl.org



From: katdarmiento@yahoo.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther Status
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 3:59:22 PM

Changing the status of the Florida panther from endangered to threatened is ridiculous, considering the fact that
more panthers were killed by drivers (88) between 2014 and 2016 than were born (61). The US Fish and Wildlife
Service should be protecting the territory of these animals, not caving to greedy developers who want the land for
themselves.

Kathleen Darmiento
Inverness, FL

Sent from my Verizon 4G LTE Smartphone

mailto:katdarmiento@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Linda Briggs
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther status
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:54:26 AM

Please continue to keep the Florida Panther protected at the current level of protection
With at least 2 to 3 panthers killed on Florida's roads every month they can't afford additional
stresses to their population. Thank you for your current efforts.  Please do not give in to the
pressures to reduce protection and management now. 
Kind regards, 
Linda Briggs Thompson

mailto:twtlab@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: painterbob@me.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:37:06 AM

Good morning, I need to voice my concern for the amazing Florida panther. The poor things hardly have any habitat
left in this state. Development has taken over all parts and all the critters are being pushed out.
Please help them.

Sincerely
Bob Johnson

mailto:painterbob@me.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Larry Clark
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:17:33 AM

I think the Panthers endangered status should continued!

Thank You

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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From: Yanet Rigali
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:04:26 PM

Good evening. I personally think you should save the panthers. They are a big part of Florida, and they are also very
important to the food chain and ecosystem. If they are gone, then the whole food chain will break apart.

mailto:yanetrigali9@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Christian sibaja
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:18:43 PM

There is not enough panthers at this time to take them off the endangered list just yet. The possibilities of
taking them off could be catastrophic.The panthers don't have high enough population to reproduce at an
intense rate so they could end up dying. so I think that they should stay on the endangered list until their
population reaches into the thousands. 

mailto:sibajachristian27@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Elaine Massaro
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:12:47 PM

Agree to keep the panther protected!!

mailto:sccbutterflies@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Beth
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:23:54 PM

I think the Florida panther should remain on the endangered species list. Thanks, Beth

Beth Cotner

mailto:bethcotner@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Colleen Graham
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:05:51 PM

Please help save the Florida panther by keeping them on the endangered species's list.  Colleen Graham Englewood,
Florida
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:colleengraham48@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: mlcharby@sbcglobal.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:57:51 PM

Please urge congress to continue the strongest protections for the Florida panther.

Mark Charbonneau
Bradenton, Florida

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mlcharby@sbcglobal.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mary K Van Kleunen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:41:22 PM

Hello,
I am writing to express my support for keeping the Florida Panther on the ESL.

Thank you,
Mary K. Van Kleunen
Winter Springs, Fl

mailto:mvankl@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: CHARLES KLEBER
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:50:38 PM

 
SAVE THE PANTHER  !!!!
 
Charles Kleber
Sarasota
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:cwkleber@msn.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: David Orr
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:19:58 AM

Hello Mr. Shindle,

Please accept my comment and input on maintaining full protection of the endangered Florida panther. 
This is a wide-ranging, keystone species that depends on a functional ecosystem over a broad area. 
Without protection the panther is at risk of habitat loss and degradation, and ultimately the panther is at
risk of extinction.

The state of south Florida ecosystems is already stressed, and the loss of endangered species protection
will permit resource extraction and real estate development to encroach on these important wildlife
areas.

Your consideration of these concerns is much appreciated as you consider the fate of the panther and the
ecosystem upon which it depends.

David Orr
Austin, TX

mailto:ozarknature@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: vStrapSosa
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:16:11 AM

My name is Jonathan Sosa and I'm a student in Hialeah Gardens Hight School 

The Florida panther should be more protected. They should not kill them until the  should be
able to reproduce them self. They are an important part of the environment in Florida. They
should be more protected than they are now . 

mailto:jonathansosa029@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Judy K
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 1:22:50 PM

I am a resident of southwest Florida, and I am endorsing   increased
protection of our Florida Panthers.  These beautiful animals are indeed an
endangered species and continue to be threatened by developers who want to
take away their homes.   Our Florida state animal needs continued extensive
protection from these developers, and should retain their Endangered
status. We often see our panthers being hit by motor vehicle operators
because they are being forced out of their habitat because of senseless and
inhumane development activities.   

I urge you to do everything possible to protect our Florida Panthers.  
Thank you,
Judy Knez
Bokeelia, FL  33922

mailto:beeg92@msn.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Linda deighan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 9:42:54 PM

Dear Sir,

The panther must remain on the endangered list. To lessen it's protection is sure to fast track
panthers to the extinction list.  The numbers are not healthy and neither is their gene pool.
 These conditions are cause for tragedy.  Protect the panther, keep it on the endangered list.  

Sincerely,

Linda Deighan

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy Tab® 4, an AT&T 4G LTE tablet

mailto:lindadeighan@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Katrina Breen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 9:19:53 PM

Please keep panthers protected. 

They deserve to live here too.

Thank you,

Katrina Breen

Sent from my iPhone please forgive any grammatical errors.

mailto:truekat@me.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Nancy Long
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 8:19:26 PM

The Florida panther needs to remain on the endangered species list.  With  only 220 panthers
remaining, please urge the animal to remain on the endangered list. Sincerely,
Dr.Nancy Long
Councilwoman for South  Daytona

-- 
info@heritagepreservationtrust.org
www.heritagepreservationtrust.org
check out our facebook: Lilian Place or Heritage Preservation Trust
Lilian Place Heritage Center
1000 S Peninsula Dr., Daytona Beach, FL 32118
Historic 1884 Museum open daily 1-5pm (last tour 4pm) except Tuesday
Grounds open daily for day use and self guided tours
Rent Hotchkiss Cultural Site and Lilian Place grounds for private events
VICTORIAN TEA 3rd Tuesday of each month AT 2:00PM  $20  RSVP:  
Site acquired through VOLUSIA COUNTY ECHO GRANT.
VOLUSIA COUNTY COMMUNITY CULTURAL COUNCIL assists with operation costs    

.  

mailto:longnz1@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:info@heritagepreservationtrust.org
http://www.heritagepreservationtrust.org/


From: Cheryl Nizio
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 5:05:22 PM

"Mr. Shindle,
I’m writing to express my support of the current protections for the Florida Panther.  As you
know, apex predators are incredibly important to healthy ecosystems.  A population of ~230 in
Florida is dangerously low, by any standards, and certainly merits continued protection as an
Endangered Species.  I’d be interested to learn why this is even a point of discussion, I look
forward to learning your professional opinion.  Thank you for your time."

mailto:cnizio4@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Bernard Maegraith
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 7:57:59 PM

Dear David,

Please do not de-list this big cat. Wildlife around the world is under terrible pressure from human encroachment and
population growth. Apex predators are needed in the environment to maintain a healthy ecosystem. Thank you for
your time.

Bernard Maegraith

mailto:maegraith@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Tamara Matheson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 4:14:45 PM

Please do not delist the Florida panther from the endanger species list.

mailto:transamara@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Darlene
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 3:51:10 PM

Please please do not delist the Florida panther!!!!!  They are not strong in numbers and there are fewer and fewer of
them! 
Darlene Conde

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:tulip0320@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: isabelle livingston
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 4:56:16 PM

Please do not remove,the Florida Panther, from the endangered list.
Thank you,
Sincerely,
Isabelle Livingston

 

http://thefrenchdesigns.wix.com/the-french-designs

mailto:thefrenchdesigns@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://thefrenchdesigns.wix.com/the-french-designs


From: Kathryn Gassaway
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 12:33:09 PM

Dear David:
Please keep the Florida Panther on the Endangered List. 
I fully understand that if I choose to take a walk in the woods or ride my bike in their habitat, that I may be
attacked and eaten by one.
I am ok with that.  They were here first.  People need to understand that if they encroach on the wildlife,
there are consequences.  
Just like if you choose to build a house on a lake in Florida, Fluffy may become an appetizer for Albert. 
As a Florida Native, I would like to know that this State stands up to protect our own.  Black Bears too...
Thank you for your kind consideration.
Please protect the Panther.
Sincerely,
Kathryn Gassaway

mailto:krgtds@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: jonathan friedman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther,
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 4:29:11 PM

They are doomed. Please stop their destruction and do the right thing. Thanks

mailto:dropthereins@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: lenglish.lisa@gmail.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 2:25:19 PM

Please keep the florida panther on the endangered species list!
Thanks,
Lisa English

Sent from my iPad

mailto:lenglish.lisa@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: R. Marvin Dailey, MAI, SRA
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: vern Congressman Buchann
Subject: Panthers -
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:08:49 PM

With only 250 of them left here, why is there any doubt they must be protected.

I guess anything is possible in Florida, if gopher tortoise cannot be moved by thoughtful citizens, but may be
entombed by greedy contractors.  Explain that one for us if you can.

Anyway, please support the effort to save our panthers.  I lived here in the 40s and 50s, and the latest stint is 25
years, and I’ve seen only one, in all that time.  A juvenile in a residential area, attempting to find a way out of it. 
Hope he/she was successful.

Marvin

mailto:rmd@dappgrp.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:Vern.BuchananPoll@mail.house.gov


From: manjuls
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers - protection
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 8:26:43 AM

Dear Sir,

Please do not change the rules. Number of Panthers is still tiny. One minor catastrophe can still wipe them out.

We owe it future generations to protect the Panther.

Thanks
Manjul

mailto:manjuls@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Barry Daw
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Barry Daw
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:03:13 AM

Vote against any changes against the Panthers status of Endangered! They were here before us! 
Sent from my MetroPCS 4G LTE Android device

mailto:bear4995@live.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:bear4995@live.com


From: Denisse Martinez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:13:10 PM

In my personal opinion the Panthers should stay in the category of endangered.

mailto:denisse.85@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: schwandem@comcast.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:46:10 PM

Please urge panther protection.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:schwandem@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marthalynne Allen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:28:11 PM
Attachments: image1.JPG

ATT00001.txt

I have got to say I didn't take this photo but it is me on a big cat a dangerous Panter.  Was raised by hand after it's
mother was killed it never went back to the wild but it was wild.  They need protection from the outsiders people
who move here and get paid in sunshine.  The people who are not familiar with Florida.  And some Floridians..
Please save them from destruction.
We have no reason to be so cruel and inhuman that we can't understand the planet. Remember astronauts can see the
destruction and allege blooms from space station.
Lynne Allen
Photo taken at silver springs park Florida

mailto:marthalynarts@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov




marthalynne allen phone 



From: brenda swank
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:15:44 PM

Please continue to protect our Florida panthers.
Thank you,
Brenda Swank

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:swank714@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jean Prior
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:45:07 PM

Save them and all species.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jeanprior@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Tzipporah Whiteman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:22:13 PM

Please continue to protect Florida's panthers.  I support protecting them.

Tzipporah Whiteman & Co.

15726 Crystal Waters
Wimauma, Florida 33598-4017

Sent from my iPad

mailto:cpwhiteman@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Arline Leven
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:03:36 PM

Panthers MUST BE PROTECTED UNDER THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT. Too much wildlife
has already been destroyed. Humans' arrogance at the disposability of nature and wildlife is insufferable.

  Arline

mailto:tiglenox@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Holly Hutter
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 8:36:19 PM

Dear Mr Shindle:
I ask that you continue to protect the endangered Florida panther . My family and I vacation frequently in Florida
and we appreciate the unique marine life  and sensitive environmental habitats in Florida . It would deter us from
continuing to spend our vacation time and money in Florida if the state opts to participate in habitat destruction and
possible extinction of your few remaining panthers .

Thank you
H. Hutter

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:hhmsn@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: dalia0113353@gmail.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 6:07:57 PM

Dear David
I'm a student at Hialeah gardens high school , my name is Dalia and I feel that panthers should be protected. The
South Florida panther is on top of the food chain , this predator is necessary to keep The number of other preys
balance. Without the panther everything else in the food chain would be unbalanced and there would be an
overwhelming amount of other prays .

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dalia0113353@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: cherry winters
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 5:02:35 PM

Please do not take our panthers off the endangered list. Do not give in to farmers and ranchers who care nothing for
our indigenous wildlife and environment!
Sincerely, Dr. Greg and Cherry Winters

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:cherrywinters@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Trey Hightower
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 12:42:03 PM

Good morning Mr. David,

I would request if the science supports the delisting of the panthers that you please go this
route as their numbers is South Florida are increasing.

Thank you very much and have a great day,

Trey

mailto:chightower14@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Martha
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:45:26 PM

Please protect our Florida panthers.

Sent from Martha's iPhone

mailto:colagiovanni1@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Bob
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: panthers 5 year status review
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 2:10:50 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I am a former resident of Florida (14 years) and I greatly valune
Florida's wildlife, including the Florida panther.

I strongly support expanding the Florida panther's range dramatically
through the Southeast U.S. by the designation of critical habitat across
the panther's former range, including Smoky Mountain National Park and
surrounding area.

Interconnection of habitat is essential for gene flow and genetic
health. To facilitate this, all new road projects in Florida panther
habitat should be require to have wildlife crossings suitable for panthers.

Thank you for considering my comments.

For the panthers,
Bob Brister
220 S Elizabeth St #12
Salt Lake City, UT 84102

mailto:bbrister@q.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Arian Dineen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers are still endangered!
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 8:40:39 PM

Dear Sir: 

I beg you, do NOT remove endangered status from our panthers. There are barely 230 in
the state, hardly enough to be called a healthy sized population. 

I fail to see how removing their protected status aids the panther, our environment, or our
state. 

Thank you, 
Arian Dineen
Martin County, FL

Get Outlook for Android

mailto:adineen@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://aka.ms/ghei36


From: Linda Rigsbee
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers in Florida and the Endangered Species Act
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:08:33 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I am writing to you on behalf of the 250 Panthers that remain in Florida. I am requesting that
you do everything possible to keep these beautiful animals to remain in Florida as they
deserve to be protected from extinction.

I really think it is important that we protect these panthers from becoming extinct. 

Thank you for all that you can do to help the panthers and your time.

Linda W. Rigsbee

-- 
"A cat's eyes are windows enabling us to see into another world." – Irish Legend

mailto:peachesr@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Steve Gafford
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers in Florida
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:29:27 PM

While genetic infusion cause many to claim these are no longer Florida Panthers, they are in
fact, and as such are extremely low in numbers. 

They continue to need protection, as we saw what happened to them without protection, they
almost went extinct.  

Please keep Federal protections in place for our Panthers in Florida. 

Thank you,

Steve Gafford

-- 
Steve Gafford, Director of Operations 
Setpoint Automation, LLC 
Specializing in industrial automation 
M 13260 IMMOKALEE RD STE 672 
M NAPLES FL 34120 
C  

mailto:sgafford@setpointautomation.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Phil Townes
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers in Florida, Opinion: No Longer Endangered so List as Threatened
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:58:13 AM

In the 1950s I went to a museum in South Bend, Indiana, and vividly remember the last panther killed in Indiana, a
century and a half ago, stuffed and on display there.  The argument for keeping its endangered status as a
"subspecies" seems highly technical.  These cats roamed widely over the Americas, as individuals as well as a
species, mixing their genes to the benefit of the species.  The Florida population are just the victims of long-term
genetic isolation and has apparently outgrown suitable territory. It should be managed with a view toward reducing
conflicts with humans and their vehicles.

NOTE:  I DO WANT TO SEE PANTHERS AND THEIR TRACKS. I am a retired prosecuting attorney, avid
outdoors person and conservationist since my childhood and not associated with any ranching or real estate
development interests.  I don't hunt and don't oppose folks who lawfully do.  I quit the Sierra Club because I
disagree with its pronouncements about our panthers.

mailto:philtownes@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kathleen Ryan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PANTHERS IN FLORIDA
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:48:59 AM

 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
Please do everything possible to keep the panther on the endangered list, the species need all the
protection possible, since we have so few left in Florida.

mailto:kathleenrya@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Sean Battles
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers need protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:27:50 PM

FL voter, C Sean Battles, 8702 27th Ave E, Palmetto, FL 34221

Virus-free. www.avast.com

mailto:sbattles324@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail&utm_term=icon
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail&utm_term=link


From: Tracy M.
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers of Florida
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:37:59 AM

Dear FWS officials,

Please maintain the panther’s “endangered” status.
It is critical to try to keep at least part of Florida as a natural ecosystem.
Some reports say only about 200 panthers are left in the wild, but over 100 are killed each
year in car crashes.
Development, mining and searching for oil and gas has taken up too much of Florida's natural
lands and it is your duty to fight to protect habitat to keep animals thriving for future
generations. 

Thank you,
Tracy Marinello
17925 SE CR 2082 Hawthorne, FL 32640

Have a Wonderful Day! 

mailto:trace4fl@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: pablo herzberg
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers of Florida
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:00:00 PM

Hello,

   I'm a Florida resident and student and I'm currently writing because I want to express my
opinion regarding the change of panthers from an endangered state to a threatened one and
hope my views have an impact on the final decision.
   I believe the lives of these Floridian panthers and the solidity of the species is on the
shoulders of the humans that, as of today, protect its security; like we have seen throughout the
past 30 years with a growing population of the race as a consequence of our care. 
   Additionally, the potential danger that panthers might run after being set as a merely
threatened animal would be detrimental for both the species and the ecosystem in which it
coexists. With the whole food chain of the habitat completely changed after the absence of a
great predator of the zone, it is not worth the risk.
    I sincerely hope you take my opinions and arguments into consideration, Thank you.

mailto:pablojavierherzberg@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: MARYANN DICKSON
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: MARYANN DICKSON; wilfredgarcia657@yahoo.com
Subject: Panthers Protection
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 4:00:06 PM

Mr. Shindle;

Thank you for your efforts. We need to protect this beautiful animal from becoming extinct. Wishing you a positive
outcome in this endeavor .

Kindly;
Wilfred García and Maryann Dickson- García

Maryann

mailto:gpuma2003@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:gpuma2003@hotmail.com
mailto:wilfredgarcia657@yahoo.com


From: Sebastian Hernandez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers protections / Sebastian Hernandez P1
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:20:50 PM

On the panthers I think that they should have much more protection towards
them, since they are dying a great amount for us humans on the roads, it is a
wild animal and however aggressive it must be to protect or look for the way of
That this does not happen anymore, it is a symbol for florida so with more
reason we can not let it die out.

mailto:mono123.sh@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Nancy Telese
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers staying on endangered species list
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:12:35 AM

Dear Mr. David Shindle,
     Thank you for taking the time to read my concerns, over your agency considering to take the Florida panther off
the endangered species list and delisting them.
     This is highly wrong for many reasons. The panther has only slightly recovered from the extreme threat of
extinction. The eastern cougar is now extinct due to encroachment of development. I receive the Florida Fish and
Wildlife panther mortality reports on my email. I am shocked at how many are being killed by Collier counties
extreme development approvals, heading east. Also people are killing them in neighborhoods on occasion, when
they are spotted. Their habitat has been eliminated and they are left with a small territory in which to survive. We as
humans ( higher intelligence ) are required to protect the lower species. Biological diversity is important on our
planet, in America, in Florida and the Everglades area. The panther was placed on earth by God. It is our duty to
help them and protect them, at all costs. We should be committed to protecting them survive, without such high
mortality rates that are occurring. Please do NOT take them off the endangered species list They need full
protection, if they are to survive. The development of Collier county and Dade county will not slow down, anytime
in the near future. If anything it will increase. The developers are more concerned about monetary gains, then the
loss of several Florida panthers. But little by little, the panther will lose habitat and have a harder time to feed itself
and to survive. Not only do they need to be totally protected, keeping the full endangered specification, but the
development of especially Collier county needs to be halted, before the panther becomes extinct. Even if the panther
is kept on the endangered species list, I see an increase in mortality rates due to development pushing into their tiny
territory and other hazards. Also Mr. Pruitt and Mr. Zinke appointees of President Trump, wish for oil exploration to
start in panther habitat. This is outrageous. Siesmatic testing and fracking in and near the Everglades, should be
banned forever. Panthers face a horrific future, and need tremendous help by your agency. Please, please keep them
on the full endangered species list. Please do the right thing, to help these majestic beautiful animals. They have  so
many perils to endure.  I beg of you and everyone in your agency to please help them.

Sincerely,
Nancy Telese
PO Box 291
Palm Beach,
Florida 33480  

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ntelese@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Olga Belykh
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers to remain protected
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:32:00 PM

Entirely support the decision to keep panthers of Florida region protected.

Sincerely,
Olga Belykh

mailto:olgab1122@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kaityn Siclia
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers! Please Read
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:01:51 PM

Dear Mr.Shindle,
  
                              I know you probably don't have time to read a dozen emails a day but this one email is worth it.
Taking off the Florida Panthers off from the endangered list is a huge mistake. They can get hurt or killed as they no
longer have the protection of our government. People who believe they are a danger will hunt them or slaughter
them causing the already small population of them to drop even lower that could might even end up becoming the
extinction of the Florida Panthers.The food chain would be extremely disrupted if you do remove it from the list.
We need to protect our state including our beloved Florida Panthers. Thank you for your time and please take this
into consideration.

Virus-free. www.avast.com

mailto:kaitlynsicilia@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail&utm_term=icon
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail&utm_term=link


From: Judy Zahrndt
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers!!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:11:53 PM

Please keep them on the list.
Because, then we can prosecute people who would kill them.
Thank you
Judy Zahrndt

mailto:jazhome3@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Michelle Nelson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:03:15 AM

Dear Shindle, my names Michelle and I'm a Highschool student at the moment. I've just
started my last year of school and was blessed with the most encouraging class yet my marine
science class. The teacher I received is a passionate advocate for animals rights and is a
swim/scuba instructor on the side and he informed my class on what's going on with the
panthers and I believe after all the hard work of restoring them it'll just be dumb to take those
rules back. It doesn't seem like it but construction is  wrecking havoc on our ecosystem and
the ripple affect we will indure not having the panthers around anymore we've reached a time
where wildlife and nature restoration should have all of our attention. Thank you. 

mailto:michnlsn@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: jrleggett5@yahoo.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:30:10 PM

Please note my response (as requested by our Congressman) that we fully support continued protections for the
Florida panther.

James Leggett

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jrleggett5@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kathleen Castro
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 5:34:23 PM

Dear Mr.David Shindle,

My name is Kathleen Castro.I am in a Marine Science Honors Highschool class and my
teacher informed my peers and I about the dangers Florida Panthers have been facing.I do
believe in the work that you are doing.I hope that one day every person will wake up and
realize that all species are precious and fragile.The Panther is a beautiful animal that deserves
to thrive as humanity has thrived. Thank you for your work in helping to keep them alive and
safe.Have a great day!

Sincerely,
Kathleen 
     
    

mailto:kathleencastro04@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Patty Davila Ocasio
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:33:55 PM

SAVE THE FLORIDA PANTHER!!!!!!!!!

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S® 6, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:faith-4ever@live.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Tyler Walburn
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 12:58:53 PM

Keep the florida panther under the endangered species act!

mailto:beandip613@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Angela Perino
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 12:16:36 PM

Protect the Florida panthers.
Angela Perino
Ft Myers, Florida 33967

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:perinoang@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kirsta Mccullough
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:43:39 AM

Yes. Protection of endangered  species 
is a priority,  as are all issues involving the environment!
Sincerely, 
Kirsta McCullough

mailto:kirstamccullough@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: John Corcoran
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:53:02 AM

Please protect the Florida panthers! They need all the help we can give.
Sally Corcoran
Sarasota, Florida

Sent from my iPad

mailto:corcoran646@msn.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Richard Prinstein
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:33:47 AM

Panthers are still rare enough that their ultimate survival is in doubt. You should maintain their 'endangered' status.

Thank you,
Richard Prinstein
Lakewood Ranch, FL

Sent from my iPad

mailto:rmprinstein@mac.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Cristian Gonzalez
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:32:45 AM

You shouldn't  take away the panther territory that's there home and a lot of people love the panthers and they
wouldn't like to see them go.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:cristiangonzalez15@rocketmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: daniella brunetti
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 6:57:05 AM

Good morning Mr.Shindle. 
I am contacting you regarding a matter I feel strongly about. This matter has to do with
panther protection and how Feds want to change it from endangered to threatened due to
increase in population as seen in . I am personally against this in all aspects. Malls, homes,
stores and businesses, all motives to take over the land that once belonged to the Panthers.
What most don't  realize is because of flaws in the plans to not damage the species in the
process, they'll end up taking land that they will never be able to give back. And as Paul Beier,
a mountain lion expert states,  “It was put in very strong language that panthers are forest
obligates and wouldn't move across more than a 90-meter (about 300 feet) gap of non-forest"
proves even further that one cannot just relocate a panther elsewhere. Moreover, there is still
danger pertaining to vehicle collisions, those of which have alone killed 66 panthers since
1972, (when the state began to keep track). Panthers are and still continue to be a priority and
should consequently be treated as such. Ultimately, although the states may go through with
this, I don't think it's correct to be so quick to go from endangered to threatened because of an
increase of numbers. 
If anything, we'll be back to square one. 

mailto:daniellabrunetti3@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Peter Sabonis
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:45:43 AM

We ask you to hold the line against special interests and save the panther.  It's about a lot more than
saving the big cat; it's about saving the real Florida.

mailto:sabonislib@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jessica Mazzer
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:09:35 PM

Mr. Shinkle,

I strongly agree with Mr. Buchanan's stance on protecting Florida panthers.

All rare, endangered, threatened species and their habitats deserve protection.

Thanks,
Jessica Mazzer (34243)

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jmzzr2015@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Nayeli Morales
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:01:28 PM

Hello,

    This email is concerning the situation of whether or not to take Panthers off of the
endangered species list. I think that the Panthers should stay on the endangered species list
until there are are more numbers of them. The reason I think this is because if they are taken
off the list, contractors and other people building properties will be able to build on that land
even with the Panthers there. This could end up affecting their numbers and they could end up
going back on the endangered species list. Please consider keeping them there so we won't
lose any more. 
   
Sincerely,
   Nayeli Morales

mailto:nmarie.morales01@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Holly Haynes
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:38:07 PM

Hi David,
 What a lucky man you are to be in a position to safeguard Florida's most majestic creature. I
would give my right arm to be able to put in place protection that would save a species...a very
endangered species. If I were so lucky as to be able to call the shots I tell you what I would do.
I would keep the designation Endangered, maybe make them critically endangered or holy
cow this could be the year we lose the species endangered, or oh my Gawd they're almost
gone endangered. 
  Then I would drop some speed limits in Collier County where so many seem to get killed.
Because honestly the fact that little Johnny is late for soccer practice shouldn't equal a dead
panther. Another dead panther that is. 
  And then I would push for wildlife corridors. I would push hard. Because you and I both
know that they need a lot of space and if you give them a sage place to expand they can breed
in other areas. What a bonus for a recovery plan. 
  Next, I would deny every bit of encroachment into their territory. Not one more home should
be built on a freshly clearcut lot. Not one more redneck threatening to shoot any cat that comes
near his family home. His home he built in their territory. The Panthers have enough bad
neighbors as it is. 
  Lastly I would throw a ton of money towards education, especially for the kids. The young
ones will change the world. Our self important generation will never prioritize that beautiful
species but the children can still be taught respect ( as long as they don't tune in to the NFL )
  You are a lucky man David. Use your position wisely. Don't squander your chance to save a
species.

Thanks for reading this far,

Holly Haynes

mailto:hollyhillhaynes@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Brittney Garzon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:19:23 PM

  I think we should be stricter on panther regulations. We should actually be stricter on any
animal regulations. Panthers are endangered and it's not fair that we take away their land or
any other animals land. It"s bad enough that we have built all of these malls, shopping centers,
and even houses. We have had many animals lose their habitats just for us. I believe even
though you pay for the land, it belonged to the panthers before it "belonged" to you. I think
we should limit the amount of buildings we build, as we already have so many. 

mailto:brittneygarzon@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Elissabeth Santos
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:13:36 PM

Those panthers are very rare to see , increase the amount of panthers and release them to the wild. Never know you
might reunite a family

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:esantos21721@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: David Collins
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:03:38 PM

I believe it is a good idea to protect the Florida panther.  Big predators in general are at risk,
and the panther is a case in point.  As far as I know they represent little threat to humans, so no
problem there.

mailto:dcollins4321@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Barbara Bart
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:42:47 PM

Please help to save Florida's panthers.
Barbara and Clifford Bart
Sarasota, Fl

mailto:bmbart@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: James Carroll
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:12:40 PM

I believe that the panthers in Florida require the highest protective class possible.

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:jpcarroll64@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/mobile/?.src=Android


From: Jan Gibbs
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:23:11 PM

How can we even think of not protecting them. We don 't need more oil, gas or other out dated sources of energy.
Once a species is gone it can't come back. Will human being be the ultimate species to be allowed to become
extinct?

Jan Gibbs
Sarasota Fl.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:jgevie@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Anthony Demichele
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:51:21 PM

Panthers need to be protected.

Sent from AOL Mobile Mail

mailto:tonyanddiane1@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Robert Richardson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:16:56 PM

We are letting our native wildlife slip away from us due to population expansion and selfish
interests. We have to draw the line somewhere. 0 is not a good place.

Robert Richardson 
2100 Kings Hwy
Port Charlotte,  FL 33980

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:netbob30@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kahola Smith
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:12:09 PM

It is critical that you do not remove the panther from Endangered species desgination list.
PLEASE DON'T DO THIS.  FL has already lost way too much to human OVERBUILDING.
Very little left to even recognize in a once valuable area.

mailto:movinoninfl.cm@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ann Roy
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:47:40 PM

Please make sure that panthers remain protected under the Endangered Species Act. Thank you.
Ann Roy
Sarasota, FL

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ann_roy@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: dalpern@verizon.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:15:54 PM

Please save the very few panthers in Florida. They are on the way to extinction.  We can't
allow any animal to be lost to the world.

Thank you,
Doris Alpern

Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
Get the new AOL app: mail.mobile.aol.com

mailto:dalpern@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://mail.mobile.aol.com/


From: Dawn Smithson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:58:42 PM

Mr. Shindle,

I would like to add my vote to protect the Florida Panther. In a world that has gone crazy, it is unnecessary and
cruel, to lose more of its beautiful creatures! People are forcing them out of their natural habitats, but rather than
killing them, we should move them to someplace where they will be safe!

Thank you for your time,
Dawn Smithson

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dawnsdoghouse@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: 1
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:40:43 PM

Definitely continue protection for panthers with due caution for residents if panthers are in dense neighborhoods

mailto:bajatxdoc@att.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Brenda Macinnes
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:12:59 PM

Please do not change their status. There isn't enough of them. Quit allowing people to build too close. They were
here first.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:brenda_macinnes@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: joycepritt@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:58:20 PM

Dear Dr Shindle,
 
I'm Sarasota born.  My husband and I drive cross state on SR 70 to Ft Pierce, and work as far down as
Naples, FT Lauderdale, Miami, and the Keys, where we cross via Alligator Alley. In all our frequent
travels, I have not seen a Panther.
 
Six or 7 years ago I stepped out on our back deck in our Live Oak Hammock Condo and startled one that
was thinking of going thru the screen to get the neighbor's dogs. There was no mistaking the panther, I
saw several as a kid ( 65 now.) I had no Idea there were any this far north of the Everglades.
 
Please continue to support the protection of this wonderful predator species. There are tons of raccoons
& opossums left, and maybe a dozen Bobcats.1 Fox.
 
Thank you,
Virginia Pritt Hickey
2415 Arboretum Circ
Sarasota, FL 34232
 
 

mailto:joycepritt@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Irene Tibert
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:54:14 PM

Florida Panthers need to be protected.  Their environment is changing rapidly, between climate change and over
building, their survival is at risk.Irene H. Tibert

Sent from my iPad

mailto:irenetibert@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gabrielle Hoover
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:41:44 PM
Attachments: Green-Divider.png

Hello David,

Please ensure that our state animal, the panther, remains protected under the Endangered
Species Act.  With less than 250 panthers left, we must protect them from extinction. Please
do your best to be sure they're protected in our state.

Thank You,

-- 

Gabrielle Hoover

mailto:gabhoover@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov



From: Nancy Roucher
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:32:41 PM

Please protect these animals.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:NancyHR@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: a
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:29:46 PM

Please do all you can to protect our Panthers.  Many thanks,  Steve Stringfellow

mailto:steve19492@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: nancy knapp
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:29:36 PM

Yes I am in support of protecting our wild life in Florida.  Please do what you can and thank
you.  Nancy Knapp

mailto:nan0209k@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Joe Dalconzo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:16:32 PM

Extinct  is forever
We need to make the developers  extinct

mailto:panaroo@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Barbara and Dick Gingrich
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:52:28 PM

They must be protected.
Richard and Barbara Gingrich

mailto:barinscc@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Itis
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:52:27 PM

Please continue to push to keep our panthers on the endangered species
list.  Local governments are not doing their jobs in protecting our wildlife.
They are too quick to vote for development and ignore the environmental
impact.

Tom Schwartz
Sarasota Florida

mailto:schwartzsarasota@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Beth Hornick
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:34:58 PM

Please keep the protection for our Florida panthers

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:pbh67@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Don Maitz
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:32:15 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

 I am writing to urge you to continue keeping Florida panthers on the Endangered Species 
List.  

There are several valuable reasons for extending the number and range of the Florida Panthers.  
They are the top predator in the wildlife food chain and serve a valuable service to our 
ecosystem. Rat and deer populations are kept controlled, which also reduces the number of 
coyotes by regulating the food supply. When Panthers are present  deer populations are more 
wary and do not over graze, keeping a more diverse plant ecosystem active.  Panthers do not 
prey upon humans, rarely do they kill cattle, most reported instanced, when investigated turn 
out to be dog attacks.  Road kill numbers are climbing for the panthers as they seek to extend 
their range wihich already reduces their numbers by accident fatalities. Males tend to fight for 
territory further reducing the gene pool.  When mother panthers are killed, their offspring do 
not get the important learning habits of how to survive and these animal grow up lacking what 
they need to survive in the wild and can react badly in populated areas. 

Already a financial investment has been made to inter breed the florida panther with  it’s 
western counterpart to keep the species alive.  Do not let this necessary animal of our natural 
order to go extinct through short term trophy hunting agendas. 

-Don  Maitz
http://www.paravia.com/DonMaitz
donmaitz@paravia.com

mailto:don.maitz@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.paravia.com/DonMaitz
mailto:donmaitz@paravia.com


From: Betsy Chartier
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:31:35 PM

Please support keeping the panthers as safe as possible. It must be extremely hard to do with the influx of people
coming to Florida.
Betsy Chartier

Sent from my iPad  ....  BETSY CHARTIER

mailto:bechartier@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lorelei Loudis
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:31:19 PM

I am against weakening protections for the Florida panther. Instead of
making things easier for big land owners, state and federal officials should
boost efforts to protect open spaces and save Florida’s big cats.
From 2014 through 2016, the number of Florida panthers killed by drivers
(88) outpaced the number of panthers that were born (61), according to
state wildlife officials.
How could you possibly think of changing their status when their birth
numbers are not keeping up with deaths--and that was only road accidents
deaths--not organically caused deaths.  There is less than 300 alive right
now. Please don't change their status from endangered to threatened. 
Panthers are clearly endangered.
Lorelei Loudis

mailto:loreleiloudis@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: vguertin@gmail.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:28:52 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
I am in favor of and would urge your Dept. to keep the Panther on the endangered species list.
Thank you,
Vaughn Guertin
6388 Rookery Cir
Bradenton, FL. 34203

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:vguertin@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Penny Hill
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:28:25 PM

Ye protect the panthers!!!!

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:pennyhhill@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Patricia Legion
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:23:19 PM

The current recovery plan, adopted in 2008, says USFWS will consider delisting the panther when
3 populations of 240 or more breeding adults in each population has been established and
sufficient habitat to support these populations is secured for the long-term. These animals are a
long way from forming additional breeding colonies with a total population of 240 panthers. 

Pressure to develop lands within the existing primary, secondary and dispersal zones in SW
Florida remains high, and the number of panthers killed by vehicles continues to rise every year. 

I support compensating landowners for their livestock and give them incentives for maintaining or
restoring panther habitat on their land.

Few if any threats to the animal have been eliminated, and the lack of high quality habitat and
connectivity remains a significant barrier to recovery. There is still a long way to go before we
should be considering reclassifying or delisting Florida panthers.

The Florida Panther is a keystone species. It plays a unique and crucial role in the way Florida's
ecosystem functions. Without it, the ecosystem would be dramatically different or cease to exist
altogether.

If we're going to have the Florida Panther on our license plates as a symbol of the state, we
certainly need to do everything in our power to save this species. I do not support delisting the
Florida Panther."

mailto:trishlegion@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.facebook.com/wildcatsanctuary/photos/a.191037717182.127502.185864382182/10154995497547183/?type=3






From: Jeff Prater
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:16:44 PM

David,
I agree that panthers need protected.

-- 

Jeff Prater
RE/MAX Alliance Group 
Manager / Broker
3007 Manatee Ave. W.
Bradenton, Fl. 34205
office: 
cell: 
fax: 
www.AllianceGroupFL.com

mailto:jprater@alliancegroupfl.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mary MacDonald
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:14:56 PM

I just became aware that Panthers, although few in numbers, are not a protected species.  Please correct this, they
need protection in Florida.

Thank you,
Mary MacDonald
Venice, FL, 34285

mailto:grandmary42@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Betsy Kane-Hartnett
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Congressman Vern Buchanan
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:07:14 PM

Mr. Shindle,
I urge the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to make sure that Florida’s state animal, the panther, 
remains protected under the Endangered Species Act. With fewer than 250 panthers remaining 
in our state, they deserve to be protected from extinction.
Betsy Kane-Hartnett
--
1405 Westbrook Drive
Sarasota, FL 34231
Phone: 
Fax: 
Cell: 

mailto:betsykanehartnett@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:Vern.BuchananPoll@mail.house.gov


From: STEVEN AST
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:04:52 PM

Please protect the Panthers
-- 
Sent from Gmail Mobile

mailto:steventast@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Justin L
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:51:48 AM

Hello, my name is Justin lisak. I'm writing you today because I believe panthers are crucial to the health and welfare
of the Florida natural ecosystems. You probably herd many reasons of why we shouldn't take the panthers of the
endangered species list. I would like to add to that conversation.

Top predators have a huge effect on ecosystems. Case in point, wolves being reintroduced to yellow stone national
park. The wolfs had such an impact that rivers literally changed their paths. This was due to deer in the area being
over populated when they had no natural predators. The deer eat vegetation on the river banks that led to the river
changing corse to a unnatural path. The erosion led to murky water effecting fish and other animals who rely on the
water source. When the wolves were brought back to yellow stone, scientists never imagined the benefits. The deer
population was regulated by the wolves. The grass that was once eaten by deer now had a chance to grow. The
rivers and lakes thus stated to change back to normal historic routs. This is just a one positive influence wolves had
on the overall ecosystems.

Please don't let people destroy our ecosystems . The benefits of protecting the panther are numerous, and far more
then we will ever understand.

Thank you for your time.
From a concerned citizen.

mailto:jlisa001@fiu.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Martha Musgrove
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Nancy Payton; Manley Fuller
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:58:05 AM

I respectfully request FWS not to change the status of the still endangered FL panther . With protections we have
come along way in rebuilding the population. That's good. It demonstrates that the law is working, but more time is
needed to expand the range and construct under/ overpasses.  The number of kills still exceed the number of births
and we could quickly revert to the time when there were too few of the animals to maintain the subset-species. Let's
consolidate the gain before reducing protections.
Martha Musgrove, 2432 Edgewater Dr, West Palm Beach, Fl 33406

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:malmusgrove@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:nancypayton@fwfonline.org
mailto:wildfed@gmail.com


From: Joann Woodruff
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:09:29 AM

Mr. Shindle
 
I am a resident of  North Palm Beach , Florida and implore you to not remove Florida 
panthers from the Endangered Species list. There numbers continue to be reduced by 
collisions with automobiles (approximately 230 FL panthers in the world) and their birth 
rate is not keeping up with the accident losses. They cannot afford to be delisted.
Thank  you for your consideration.
Joann Woodruff
100 Lakeshore Dr.
North Palm Beach, FL 33408

 

mailto:chouchouj@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Julie Alia
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:32:38 AM

I read an article about panthers being endangered but then being put as threatened. However, I
think the Florida panthers should be protected more and should not be put on the threatened
list. There are more panthers now than before but they should still be monitored and protected
in a safe environment in Florida. 

mailto:trsjulie0226@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Valerie Castaneda
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 9:41:40 PM

    Hello Mr. Shindle, my name is Valerie Castaneda and I am a student at Hialeah Gardens
Senior High School. I am here to discuss the matter of the Florida panther. Changing the title
of this animal from "endangered to "threatened" will cause an upheaval in all aspects of
society. These panthers will no longer be as protected as they are now which will cause their
numbers to once again drop dramamtically. If the panthers become extinct this mess with the
food web and cause infestations of multiple creatures the panther feeds on such as rodents and
perhaps even fish. Money isn't worth the erradication of such a beautiful creature. Please take
this into consideration 

   Sincerely 
Valerie C 

mailto:pianoval0514@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sherrill Cummings
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 3:12:47 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
Writing to let you know that I feel FL Panthers should remain on the endangered list. 

Although territory is limited, we can still work to prevent further development.  Much of the
land in the FL Keys is government owned, and that protected the deer and other native species
from extinction.

It's still possible to try and get the open land in FL protected.  This will allow the bears AND
panthers more range.  Granted that may be difficult with the current administration, and big
money interests, but I ask you to please do what you can to protect them until we can find a
solution to this "us or them" problem.

Part of what makes FL such a great destination is the natural land that is left.  People can see
subdivisions and shopping centers wherever they go.  Developers must be controlled somehow
so we can preserve the everglades, the bears, and now especially the panthers.

Thank you for reading this, and please do whatever you can to preserve the "endangered"
classification of the panthers.

Sincerely,

Sherrill Cummings
2110 Oak Beach Blvd.
Sebring, FL 33875

mailto:sunshine3590@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: ann
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 1:28:33 PM

My husband and I both are in favor of NOT removing
federal protections for panthers, it is our state
representative, if they are gone, they are gone.
 Please take into account their importance.  Thank
you and good luck in the review.

mailto:acorn4435@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Susette Percy
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 8:36:02 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

Please be a voice for the Florida panther and help their numbers rebound by advocating for not
changing their endangered status.  The estimated population of 230 is hardly a number to
make Floridians feel comfortable about their survival, especially since they face so many
threats such as (over)development, lack of critical habitat, road accidents, and sickness. 
Please do not cave to the greedy developers who care nothing for wildlife but only for their
own bottom line.  It is time to take a stand on keeping and managing our precious natural
resources for the benefit of all the creatures who live here in Florida and providing an
inheritance for our children and grandchildren.  A new development of houses, restaurants,
and stores has no long term benefits and just creates less habitat for our many endangered
species.

Thank you for caring and doing what you can to help the panthers remain a part of the wild
Florida landscape.

Sincerely,

Susette Percy
108 Coble Court
Longwood, Florida 32779

mailto:bubalezettie@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Madelin
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 5:27:55 PM

Hello, I am a student at Hialeah Gardens High School, I'm currently taking Marine  Science. In class we read an
article about the panthers as well as a video. Regarding the major issue with the panthers I think we should do
everything we can to save them. Panthers are such important animals, they are top of the food chain. Lastly, I just
wanted to say I appreciate all the helping you do so they don't get extinct. Thank you for you're time and for all you
do. 
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:penamadelin@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: HLD-TKD
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 11:32:24 AM

As a matter of fact the feds shouldn't change the panther protection. Panthers are going extinct
so if we don't get those numbers up then Florida's big cats will die just like dinosaurs.

mailto:hdiaz931@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: SANIPLAY@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 9:59:15 AM

Mr. Shindle
 
Please put me down as a Florida resident who strongly opposes the reduction of the current protections
for the Florida Panther.
To downgrade their protection now seems cruel and not well thought out.
230 cats does not a "recovery" make.
Please leave their current protections in place.
We certainly dont need more strip malls and the like.
Thank you for reading this and please do what you can to protect one of Floridas natural treasures.
Martha Wyatt
Orlando, fl

mailto:SANIPLAY@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jared
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 6:36:35 AM

Please keep panthers as an endangered species.    More people doesn't equal better.   Thanks
Jared

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mantisstile@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: dizzydaizy11@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 11:49:34 PM

Please don't change the law on panthers cause there's still not enough and they will become
extinct if you do. You know how people are they'll go out there and hunt them. Please don't let
this happen. And have a nice day Dave. We've waited a long time for us to regress and lose the
many we have now...if we dont ,well lose them again. Its too soon to stop.

maria hudanish 7867159079

mailto:dizzydaizy11@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Joannides, Dino
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 6:17:28 PM

Please do not diminish the protections afforded our Panthers....
 
Thank you for your consideration!

Dino Joannides
27028  Adriana Circle Unit 202 Bonita Springs, FL 34135
Phone: (207) 

mailto:dino@bfg1.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Randall Piazza
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 9:45:04 AM

Mr. Shingle,
Please keep Panthers listed as an endangered species. Their population needs to keep
increasing and be protected. Panthers deserve a right to live and be protected.  They are a
valuable predator to help the ecosystem. 
And please continue to remove pythons and other invasive species.  This needs to be done
year round to eradicate them all. Thank you
Randall Piazza 

mailto:randall.piazza@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: ficklered@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 17, 2017 8:07:18 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

We value Florida’s wild heritage and want our panthers protected. Please keep their endangered
species protections.  

Jennifer Christiansen, Ed.S.
6011 Fountain Way
Fort Myers, FL 33919

mailto:ficklered@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Linda A. Arndt
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 6:12:24 PM

Please save the Florida Panthers!
Linda Arndt

mailto:lindarndt@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lin (Linda) Heidt
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 9:55:41 PM

To whom it may concern:
For every human living in Florida, there are 0.00001117 Florida 
panthers in existence.

Florida's population grows to roughly 20.6 million and the Florida 
panther population has dwindled to about 230, mostly due to habitat 
destruction, what with our tendency to drain and mangle the landscape 
to make way for another Pizza Hut or whatever excites exurbia these 
days.

The Florida Panther was first federally protected as an endangered 
subspecies via the Department of the Interior in 1967, well before 
President Richard Nixon signed the Endangered Species Act (the Florida 
panther was given protection in 1973).

Panthers are particularly vulnerable to human threats due to their 
already-low numbers and because they require large ranges," McFall 
wrote in a July 20 op-ed in the Bradenton Herald. "Biologists know 
that the leading cause of species extinction around the world is 
habitat loss and human persecution. With developers encroaching more 
dramatically in southwest Florida, the panthers need the protection 
the Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."

Please protect some of our natural inhabitants, for us and our future 
generations.

Thank you

mailto:lin@greensandgardens.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: carol zuckerman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 2:04:02 PM

I think it is vitally important that the panthers remain on the endangered species list. I live in Aventura, from New
York.
Best, Carol Zuckerman

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lanygal@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Chris Foxe
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 10:39:49 AM

Mr. Shindle:
  I have read where you are considering delisting the Florida Panther from the Endangered List.  I am writing to ask
you not to do that. Rampant indiscriminate in Florida has taken away homes from many Florida animals such as the
Panther.  This has caused great losses to their population.  We need to continue to protect them even as their
numbers rise because it is this protection that has allowed their numbers to rise.  If you remove the protection, the
Panther numbers will certainly fall again as people for the sake of money will do what they can to harm the animal's
habitat & the animals themselves.
  Again, please DO NOT remove them from the list.
Thank you
Christine Lisiecki

Service is the rent we pay for living. 

mailto:cmfoxe@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Evy Pedersen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 4:23:54 PM

Dear Sir!

Please save the panthers! Don't allow them to be hunted. If you read the Bible you will know what it says
about how to treat animals.

Thank you.

Best regards

Evy Pedersen 
Sweden

mailto:pedersenevy@yahoo.se
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sue Diller
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 3:06:49 PM

They should remain protected as their numbers are dwindling. Please do the right thing.
Thank you, Susan Dillet

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:susanc80@outlook.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gary Krebs
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 9:54:06 AM

Good morning.  I'm writing this email in regards to the possible delisting of panthers in your
state. From what I gather, Florida is the only state where Panthers exist outside of captivity
with only a couple hundred specimen left in the a population.  Now more then ever, whether
it's the red wolf, grizzly bears or any vulnerable iconic species in our country, we need to
protect them all against the overdevelopment and overall influence being done by our species
infringing on the network of ecosystems that make our country, our planet so beautiful.  I hope
you agree and put the long term future in perspective when making these decisions and not
what's best from a temporary economic standpoint.  Thanks!
-Gary Krebs

mailto:redwolfclean@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kim Marie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 8:24:12 AM

Biologists know that the leading cause of species extinction around the world is
habitat loss and human persecution. With developers encroaching more dramatically
in southwest Florida, the panthers need the protection the Endangered Species Act
provides more than ever.

Having someone on the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission that also
has stock in development just shows that not all people should have been chosen to
sit on the commission. We all share this planet and we don’t get to bring back an
animal from extinction. Just because some humans assume they can rule the world
with iron and cement doesn’t mean we can ignore that we are at the core of the
panthers’ issues on earth right now.

Please remember that the panther is relying on its ability to survive in Florida with
those that understand you cannot erase the mistake it will be to taking away their
protection.

Sent from Windows Mail

mailto:kdmarie514@outlook.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lawren Rudley
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 7:50:14 AM

Dear Sir:
  My name is Lawren.  I am begging you to please do all in your power to keep these beautiful cats protected and
safe.  Thank you.
  Lawren Rudley
Sent from my iPad

mailto:lrartemis621@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Linda Powers
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 11:18:48 PM

There is absolutely no scientific basis for the proposed de-listing of Florida's official
state animal.

The leading cause of species extinction around the world is habitat loss and human
persecution. With developers encroaching more dramatically in southwest Florida, the
panthers need the protection the Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."

Another decision based on the greed of FWC commissioners, not on what is best for the
survival of a species now known as synonymous with Florida. Do not delist them

Linda Powers
 

mailto:magicdiet@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Cynthia Payne
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 5:54:27 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
I am writing you today to ask for the continued protection of our Florida Panther.  I am a native Floridian currently
living in Wekiva Springs, Florida.  I am distressed daily at the attacks on our wildlife. Between the decimation of
precious habitat for development of houses and shopping malls and parking lots, the death of so many animals on
our roads and the intentional killing through hunting or fear, we are not going to have much wildlife left.  We have
to focus on protection, conservation and education.  Animals are suffering greatly from human carelessness and
domination.  Animals worldwide are going extinct at a faster rate now than ever before.  Please use your voice and
power to help not harm our Florida Panther.  We need the wild places and their creatures to remind us of our own
part in the circle of life, to restore and refresh us when we are weary of city life.  We need to remember our
connection to the land and its creatures to ground us, inspire us and keep us humble.  We need to protect and
preserve it for our children and grandchildren.
Please keep our precious state animal safe from harm.
I am here today to make this request of you.
Thank you for your attention and consideration.
Sincerely,
Cynthia Ferrell

mailto:lunamama2ru@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lois Levy
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 11:05:16 AM

I am one of many that feels our FL panthers need to stay on the endangered list and let's try to do whatever possible
to keep them safe from ---- cars - loss of  habitat and whatever is in your power to help.  Education of the public
really might help.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:loisjhl@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lazaro Dulzaides
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:24:18 AM

Hello I'm emailing you cause I think that the panthers security should be decreased because the numbers are
increasing And people should be allowed to build on land that they buy cause it's there's thank you sir have a great
day

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ldulzaides21@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Pmart009
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:40:27 PM

Please keep the Panthers on endangered list!
Thanks 

Sent from AOL Mobile Mail

mailto:pmart009@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Diana Ramirez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Planet earth
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 2:56:49 PM

Please we don't have another planet we need to protect every single creature STOP KILLING
if you support the hunters maybe they  can go to Siria and fight for our country

mailto:dianadallas61@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ralphsmith
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:49:19 PM

Kind Sir. Please Provide Protection of the last remaining Big Cats of Florida.  Once they are Gone it's Forever. 
Hope you are going to provide stiff laws and harsh penalties for people that kill these animals.  Thank You for your
time.  Robert R. Hensman

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ralphsmith1969@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Deborah Rebmann
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please continue protection for the FL panthers!
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 8:38:18 AM

The numbers speak for themselves.  Less than 300 in the entire state?   All life is
interconnected and we have a responsibility to protect species that are endangered.   The
panther is extremely endangered and desperately needs continued protection! 

mailto:rebmanndeborah@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lee Armstrong
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please Continue Protection of Florida Panthers as Endangered Species
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 4:15:09 PM

Please continue the Endangered Species protection of the Florida Panthers by saving their habitat.  Do not give in to
the entreaties of sugar cane growers and developers.  The panthers deserve our protection.

Thank you for your consideration,

Lee Armstrong Lumpkin

Sent from my iPad

Lee Armstrong Lumpkin
NEW Charlotte Phone: Cell: Lake Lure 

mailto:leearmstrong16@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jane Chadbourne
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please continue the protections for Florida panthers.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:49:01 PM

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:janechadbourne@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kimberly Eversole
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please continue to classify the Florida panther as endangered
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 11:57:26 AM

I know that Melanie Culver said the Florida panther is part of a species west of the Mississippi. However,
this panther is still an important subspecies of panther particular to this area. They should continue to be
classified as endangered.

Thank you,

Kimberly Eversole

6006 Laketree Ln. Apt. D
Tampa, FL 33617

mailto:kimberly21ann@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Elizabeth Rodgers
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please continue to protect FL panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 4:03:54 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle -

I am distressed to read that FWS is considering whether or not to remove the Florida panther's
protection under the Endangered Species Act. The true Florida panther population is still
questionable and has not been accurately documented. It is certainly not high enough to
warrant removing protection for the panthers. The unfortunate by product of continued human
population growth in Florida has led to an increase in highway development, motorists on the
road, and fragmentation of the panther's habitat. This in turn has led to an increase in panther
fatalities by vehicles. I realize there is pressure from ranching and land development interests
to delist the Florida panther. Please do not bow to their pressure and instead think of the
continued survival of the Florida panther and keep them protected. 

Regards,
Elizabeth Rodgers 

Sent via the Samsung GALAXY S® 5, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:rodgersem@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: DH Houston
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please Do Not change the Endangered Status of the Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 8:41:06 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
 
As a Floridian, I cannot stress how much I disapprove of changing the Endangered status of the
Florida Panther to Threatened. I know that it is good to revisit this questions with many species and
certain species can have their status safely changed (such as the woodstork in 2014), but this is not
the time for the Florida Panther. If you look at the past population trends, the Panther has not
recovered enough to justify the change. The numbers are just that simple. The species still holds on
by a threat.
 
I know developers in Southwest Florida want the liberty to develop more land, but the Panther is
part of the identity and ecosystem of Florida. Do not let economic pressures cloud the Department’s
judgment.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Houston  
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:dh.houston217@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Sheila Marshall
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PLEASE do NOT change the FL panther"s status!
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 10:05:47 PM

Please leave the Florida panther's protective status as endangered.

As you know, road kills, habitat loss and development of panther habitat continue to be threats. New construction,
mines, and other projects are being considered in panther habitat. Even your agency is reviewing a development
plan in Collier County for a city the size of Washington D.C. in the heart of panther territory!

Instead of changing the recovery goals, FWS should re-commit to protecting Florida's cat.

Mrs. Sheila Marshall
244 Springline Dr
Vero Beach, FL 32963
US
7722348793

mailto:mars4114@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sandi Carroll
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please do not change the status of Florida panthers
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 10:49:02 AM

To biologist David Shindle:

With only 230 Florida panthers left and according to state wildlife officials, with the
number of panthers killed by drivers from 2014-2016 at 88 and with births at only 61,
it is absurd to consider changing the status from "endangered" to "threatened."

Development, pollution, and hunting in their much smaller territory continues to shrink
the species' chance for a comeback, which makes it more important than ever to
bolster not diminish panther-protection rules.

This species is too vulnerable to be put at risk. 

Sincerely,
Sandi Carroll
New Smyrna Beach, Fl

mailto:sandi116@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marta Gillette
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please do not delish the Florida panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 9:46:39 AM

Thank you.

Sent from TypeApp

mailto:martagillette@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.typeapp.com/r?b=10307


From: Gmail
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please do not delist Florida panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 11:57:27 PM

Please do not delist Florida panthers. 

Thank you

mailto:mmyaldo2@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Dawn Lauryn
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please do NOT DeList our FLORIDA PANTHER
Date: Thursday, August 17, 2017 9:05:46 PM

This article speaks for me: 
http://www.cltampa.com/news-
views/environment/article/20972235/theres-not-much-time-left-to-weigh-
in-on-the-possible-delisting-of-the-florida-panther

Please do not delist...what you do unto the least of these...we must stop
the insanity of the decimation of animal and plant life. We have a
RESPONSIBILITY to be good stewards. What do you want your legacy to
be? Hopefully one that respects what you were entrusted to oversee and
protect.

Sincerely, 

-- 
Dawn M. Lauryn

mailto:dawnlauryn@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.cltampa.com/news-views/environment/article/20972235/theres-not-much-time-left-to-weigh-in-on-the-possible-delisting-of-the-florida-panther
http://www.cltampa.com/news-views/environment/article/20972235/theres-not-much-time-left-to-weigh-in-on-the-possible-delisting-of-the-florida-panther
http://www.cltampa.com/news-views/environment/article/20972235/theres-not-much-time-left-to-weigh-in-on-the-possible-delisting-of-the-florida-panther


From: Merrill Kramer
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PLEASE do NOT delist the ENDANGERED Florida PANTHER
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 9:39:29 AM

Mr. Sshindle:

I am totally shocked that delisted the FL Panther from Endangered status is even under
consideration….a concession no doubt to the ranchers on FWC Board because there can be no other
reason IMHO.

Kate McFall of The Humane Society of the United State's Florida leg noted how the number of
panthers killed by speeding cars grows every years, and how southwest Florida, their last population
center, is the site of aggressive development.

"Panthers are particularly vulnerable to human threats due to their already-low numbers and because
they require large ranges," McFall wrote in a July 20 op-ed in the Bradenton Herald. "Biologists
know that the leading cause of species extinction around the world is habitat loss and human
persecution. With developers encroaching more dramatically in southwest Florida, the panthers need
the protection the Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."

Adding insult to injury is the fact that Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission officials
looked into making it OK to "take" (read: kill) panthers that encroached on human territory (as if the
inverse weren't the problem).

Thank you
 
~ Merrill Kramer~

Clearwater, FL 33763

 

The soul is the same in all living creatures although the body of each is different

~Hippocrates
 

mailto:merrill724@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.bradenton.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/article162665848.html
http://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/post/fwc-commissioner-others-ask-legal-protection-take-panthers-while-developing-land#stream/0


From: Maria Bolton-Joubert
To: david_shindle@fws.gov; Paesan123@aol.com
Subject: Please do NOT delist the FL Panther from the Endangered Species List, thank you
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 11:31:33 PM

Good Day.

Please do NOT delist the FL Panther from the Endangered Species List, thank you.

With less than 240 individuals left in Florida, we need to protect these big cats, and their corridors.

Delisting them as Endangered, won't be doing them any favors.

Thanks for caring and for your time,
Maria Bolton-Joubert
524 Meridale Ave,
Orlando, FL 32803

THANK YOU.

*Just met a Tori Linder this weekend, she says she has worked with you on Panther issues in SFL.
Says that you care a great deal, David, on the FL Panther. I thank you for caring. take care.

mailto:paesan123@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:Paesan123@aol.com


From: Maria Rosen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please do NOT delist the Florida Panther!
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 8:47:36 PM

Thank you.

Maria Rosen

Sent from my iPad

mailto:nursemaria@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: R0sebud
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PLEASE DO NOT DE-LIST THE FLORIDA PANTHER!
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 11:02:58 PM

Mr. Shindle,

PLEASE DO NOT DE-LIST THE FLORIDA BLACK PANTHER. Humans are superior over
all living beings, and we are the Guardians of the earth, and all its inhabitants. We have a
certain responsibility to care for, and protect this earth, and all wild life that exists from
unnecessary suffering, and death. Please consider that we have encroached on their natural
habitats as we have, and continue to expand. We are asking that you please help these innocent
panthers, that only hope to survive! 

Thank you,
Mrs. Pat Gilchrist 

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy Note® 3, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:R0sebud@pacbell.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Heather McConaha
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please do not delist the Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 8:17:25 PM

Please do not de list the Florida Panther. They need our help to survive.

Thank you.

Heather McConaha
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:heathermcconaha@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Vanessa Carbia
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please do not delist the Florida panther.
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 12:30:56 AM

Please do not change the status of the Florida panther from endangered to threatened.
Such a change would be disastrous for the panther.  Panthers are under critical pressure
due to loss of habitat and increased human activity, which directly affects the future survival
of the species.

Since the listing of the Florida panther as endangered in 1967, panther habitat has
significantly declined due to rapid urban sprawl and agricultural land conversions in the
habitat range of the panther. As a result of panther habitat destruction, changing the status
of the panther from endangered to threathened does not meet the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service criteria for delisting. 
The Florida panther has not recovered in numbers to ensure its long-term viability as a
species. According to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, there are
only approximately 120 to 230 adult panthers in the population.

Please protect the Florida panther.  Humans cannot exist without a living planet.

Thank you,

Vanessa Carbia

mailto:vcarbia@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marta Gillette, MLG Insurance Group
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please do NOT delist the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:39:07 PM

Dear Sir, I cannot understand how this is even under consideration.  PLEASE DO NOT 
DELIST OUR BEAUTIFUL FLORIDA PANTHER.  Thank you!
Marta

HAPPY 2017!  THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS AND SUPPORT!

Marta Gillette
MLG Insurance Group
15721 SW 83rd Avenue
Miami, Florida 33157

 Office
 Cell
 Fax

martagill@icloud.com Email

SERVICES:  Employee Benefits (Group Health, Dental, 
Vision, Life,
Disability, Voluntary/Supplemental Plans), Executive 
Benefits, Key Person
 Insurance, Buy-Sell Funding, Pension Planning, 
Estate and Individual Life
 Insurance Planning, Mortgage Cancellation Insurance 

THIS EMAIL, INCLUDING ATTACHMENTS, MAY INCLUDE CONFIDENTIAL AND/OR 
PROPIETARY INFORMATION AND MAY BE USED ONLY BY THE PERSON OR ENTITY TO 
WHOM/WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED.  IF THE READER IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT 

NOR HIS OR HER AUTHORIZED AGENT, 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION OR COPYING 

OF THIS EMAIL IS PROHIBITED.  IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS EMAIL IN ERROR, 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER BY REPLYING AND DELETE THIS EMAIL IMMEDIATELY.  

THANK YOU.

mailto:martagill@me.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Rebecca Johns
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please do not delist the Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:34:18 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
I am writing to express my concerns about the possible decision to delist the Florida Panther
as an endangered species. There are only 230 of these amazing animals left! Please do not
give into yet more industry pressure to abandon basic environmental and wildlife protections.
The people of Florida value our natural resources, including the wildlife they support. It would
not be in our best interest as a state to allow the panther to become further jeopardized by a
change to its federal protection status.
I sincerely hope you can share my views and do the right thing to protect this unique animal.
best wishes,
Dr. Rebecca Johns, Professor of Florida Studies, USFSP

mailto:rebajay59@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: ginger goepper
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please do not de-list the Panthers.
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 6:16:49 PM

Greetings David,
    The Panthers have just started coming back from extinction. They need protection. Please do not
allow the Panthers to be de-listed. Enough of them are killed by motorists on highways every year. If
people start deliberately murdering them, the will go extinct.
Ginger Goepper
Florida resident
 

mailto:gingeric@brighthouse.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lindsey Kaetzel
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please do not downgrade or eliminate the protected status of the Florida panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 12:32:31 PM

Mr. Shindle (and all involved parties at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service):

I beg you not to downgrade or eliminate the protected status of the Florida panther.
We have been to many wildlife sanctuaries and seen these beautiful creatures and
we have learned that they are already well on their way to extinction due to humans
decimating their habitat and due to inbreeding because of their already incredibly low
numbers in the wild. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should be doing everything in
its power to help boost this population of a native species to our state, and should in
no way be considering removing protections. Increasing protections is the only thing
that the U.S. FWS should be considering. 

I hope that you make the right decision here. The world has already lost so many
species due to humans. Please don't help hasten the extinction of these incredible
native animals. 

Sincerely, 

Lindsey Kaetzel

mailto:lindsey.kaetzel@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Duane Tash
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Duane Tash
Subject: Please do not downgrade panther protections in Florida.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:54:29 PM

Please do not downgrade panther protections in Florida.

Sincerely,
Duane Tash
Englewood, FL

mailto:vonwellon@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:vonwellon@gmail.com


From: Connie Murray
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please do not downgrade panther protections.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:28:23 PM

  We cannot afford to lose this beautiful species.

Connie Murray, Florida citizen from zip code 33573.

mailto:cmurray199@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Maria Falcon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please do not take Florida Panthers off the Endangered Species List
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 9:24:39 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

Last week a female Florida Panther was killed by a vehicle, making that the 22nd death this
year. This is alarming. It is not looking good for the Florida panther. Much more needs to be
done to protect them. Wildlife corridors if built could be a solution that would allow the
panther to recover and then hopefully come off the endangered status. For now, though it
seems like the threat to the panthers do not decrease, instead they just increase. Even the
invasive python snakes are threats to them. Most importantly the loss of habitat seems never
ending. And yet most people are able to co-exist with them. We have lost so many amazing
magnificent creatures all over the country due to cattle ranchers incessant attack on them.
Public trust principles apply to wildlife and especially to magnificent rare cats that belong in
our ecosystems not just now but in the future too. There is no doubt that all of nature, wildlife,
the environment are more threatened than ever. Climate change is unpredictable and it does
not look that great for Florida either. Hurricanes also decimate wildlife. Please take into
account all the threats that simply do not become less for the Florida Panther as a decisive
reason to keep them protected. Continue to work with science and listen to what is best for
them. Ranchers will not help increase their numbers. Ranchers need to come to terms that as
long as wildlife continues to be threatened, their duty is to also protect them. Wildlife is part
of who we are. It teaches responsible coexistence with nature but the public will not even be
able to apply methods of coexistence if there are so few remaining. I love Florida panthers and
my dream is to photograph them but I hardly ever see them. I don't want to see pythons or
other invasive species taking over. Florida panthers protect our environment. They keep it
clean from invasive critters and help sustain a healthier ecosystem. I am very worried for
them, especially because of so many recent car collisions. Please use that if necessary to
convince opponents of the reality of their situation. It is alarming. If these threats continue
their numbers will go down again. And will recovery programs be as good in the future given
all the new challenges that always come up? The future is uncertain for the Florida Panther,
give the people of Florida some relief of this anxiety their favorite cat faces and keep the
beautiful magnificent cats if anything more protected than ever.

Thank you,

Maria Falcon

mailto:falcon.maria.e@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Beegle, Pamela J
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PLEASE do not take the panther off he list
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 4:32:07 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle –
 
I am very upset to learn that the panther is going to lose Endangered Species protections, even
though they only number approximately 230.    Florida is becoming totally paved over, and this can
NEVER be un-done. 
This CANNOT be allowed to happen.  The panther is so beautiful.
 
Thank you so much for doing all you can to retain the panther on the Endangered Species list.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamela Beegle
 

mailto:PBeegle@barry.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: D Davis
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please Don"t Change the Florida Panther"s Status!
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 12:30:04 AM

Please do not change the Florida panther's protective status from endangered.

Road kills, habitat loss and development of panther habitat continue to be a threat. Dozens of applications for new
construction and other projects are currently being considered in panther habitat. In fact, your agency is in the
process of reviewing a development plan in Collier County that would build a city the size of Washington D.C. in
the heart of panther territory!

Instead of changing the recovery goals FWS should re-commit to protecting Florida's cat.

D Davis
8119 32nd Ave N
St. Petersburg, FL 33710
US

mailto:fullmoon@att.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Raeganne
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please don"t delist Panther endangered status
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 4:11:28 PM

Hi i was just emailing as a Florida voter out of Polk County to not delist the endangered status of the Florida
Panther. They are so fragile and beed to be protected.

Thanks,
Raeganne Eastman

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:raeganne@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Deanna Mericle
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: please don"t remove endangered status from the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:13:17 PM

I would like to register my comment and ask that the Florida Panther remain on the
endangered species list and continue to receive the protections that status warrants.  From
what I understand, there are less than 300 individual Florida panthers left and many are being
killed by cars.  They are still endangered!  Please retain their status.

Thank you,
Deanna Mericle
7712 SW 32nd Lane
Jasper, FL 32052

mailto:mericle.deanna@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: McTague, Anastasia
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please Give Greater Priority to Florida Panther Populations
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:39:29 PM

The Florida panther is Florida's most iconic land mammal.  Yet I, and most Floridians, have
never even had the opportunity to see one of these animals in the wild.  Habitat loss and other
pressures, as well as the subsequent decline in panther populations, have made this animal
almost a ghost in the state for which it is named.

If greater effort is not made to reverse this trend, it seems unlikely that the Florida panther will
ever be able to recover to a sustainable population size.  Despite plans to establish three
separate populations of at least 240 Florida panthers each, no new panther populations have
been introduced into the state.  And although panther reintroduction has stalled, urbanization
of Florida and its wetland habitats has not.  Each year that we continue to wait to move in re-
establishing panther populations leads to greater loss of suitable habitat.  We should not wait
any longer, but start reintroduction while there is still suitable habitat to reintroduce panthers
to!

I ask you and FWS to work with other partners in Florida to establish new Florida panther
populations now.  Regions ideal for this include north Florida, and even regions of the
southern Appalachian mountains, which were part of the panther's historic range.  The FWS
thus needs to designate areas of critical habitat for panther reintroduction, before this habitat is
developed and gone.  This land, of course, must be interconnected enough to allow panthers to
move between populations and maintain a healthy gene pool; and also be of a size to support
the goal of 720 panthers or more.  As well as working with other federal agencies and
employees to accomplish this, outreach to landowners also needs to be a priority, so that
concerns about panther predation can be addressed.  As incentive programs have seen great
success in helping with reintroduction of other wildlife and habitat areas in other parts of the
country, so, too, can these be implemented to help grow landowner participation in the
restoration of Florida panthers.  Lands in designated areas of critical panther habitat need to be
protected from large-scale developments, and roads should be outfitted with wildlife crossings
in order to prevent more of the car accidents which are now the largest threat to the survival of
individual animals.

I thank you deeply for your time and consideration, and for all that you do to help protect the
rich natural heritage of Florida and the rest of the United States.

Sincerely,
Anastasia McTague

mailto:ammctague@seu.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Janine Perlman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please give maximum protection to FL panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:37:43 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

As a wildlife biologist, I strongly urge you to increase and maximize protections for Florida
panthers.

The recovery plan for the species calls for establishing 3 populations of 240 animals each. But
there have been no reintroductions, and many thousands of acres of prime Florida panther
habitat have been lost to urban development. This is completely unacceptable.

Please:

Urgently work with state partners and initiate new populations. Two likely target
regions would include north Florida (e.g. Apalachicola National Forest, Eglin Air Force
Base, and Osceola National Forest/Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge in southern
Georgia), and also the southern Appalachians (Great Smoky Mountains National Park
and the surrounding Pisgah, Nantahala, Chattahoochee, and Cherokee National Forests).

Immediately institute robust landowner outreach and incentive programs in both of the
above regions.

Designate critical habitat across the former range of the species, interconnected to
support at least 720 panthers. Large development projects should not be permitted near
the critical panther habitat, and wildlife road crossings, with panther-proof guide fences
to funnel animals to the crossing structures, should be required on all new road projects
within the critical habitat network.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Sincerely,
Janine Perlman, Ph.D.
Alexander, AR

mailto:jpandjf@swbell.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Norma Goldberger
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please help save the panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:28:09 PM

Please help save the panthers.
Norma and Steve Goldberger
308 Laurel Falls Dr
Apollo Beach Fl
33572

mailto:normagold@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: janderson191
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please help the Fl Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 5:40:08 PM

Hello David

I want to show my support to keep the Florida Panther on the endangered list. 

Thanks 
Jim Anderson

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:janderson191@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Suzanne
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please help to increase protection for the Florida panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 5:03:18 PM

Hello,
 
I am writing today to ask that you protect the 120 panthers that live in
Florida. The panther is listed as an endangered species, and yet there is
intense pressure from developers, ranchers and hunters to downlist or
delist the species. PLEASE continue to protect the panthers.
 
Thank you,
Suzanne Brennan

mailto:zanbren@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: stuart phillips
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please increase protection for the Florida panther!
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 3:49:16 PM

Please increase protection for the Florida panther!
stu lip, tallahassee, fl

mailto:stulips@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Elise Phillips Margulis
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please increase protection for the Florida panther!
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:06:23 PM

Mr. Shindle,

As a conservationist I beg you to provide more protection for the Florida panther. So many
animals are going extinct. Please preserve your native panthers!

Sincerely,
Elise Margulis

mailto:elisemar@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lacey
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please increase protections for the Florida panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 2:07:50 PM

Please increase protections for the Florida panther. These magnificent animals
deserve our best efforts to safeguard their wellbeing. 

Sincerely,

Lacey Levitt, Ph.D.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:laceylevitt@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: brwnisusan2011@aim.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please keep Florida Panther on endangered list
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:57:01 PM

Hello,

I am currently supporting Vern Buchanan in keeping the Florida Panther on the endangered species list. There are
only 200 left and they continue to to get hit by cars. As director of U.S. Fish and Wildlife, it is your job to make
protect animals. The Florida panther also deserves a habitat also, as required by the Endangered Species Act.

Sincerely,

Susan Fleck

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:brwnisusan2011@aim.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Katie Toth
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please keep Florida Panthers on the endangered list
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 12:20:46 PM

Dave Shindle-

Please do not allow the Florida Panther to come off the endangered list.  As a fellow biologist, you
can't tell me that a species that only has 230 animals left int he wild isn't considered endangered. 
Florida's panther habitat does not need to be opened up to more development which is exactly
what will happen if the panther is taken off the list.

Please don't do it! 
Thanks
Katie Toth
1720 Scranton St S
St Petersburg, FL  33711

mailto:katietirttha@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Renee Duncan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please keep full endangered species status for the Florida panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:52:14 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle:
 
I urge the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to maintain full endangered species
status for the Florida panther.
 
Consider the cumulative impacts to the panther from the many development
projects currently under way or under review in its habitat.  Think about how
these projects are affecting the ability of the panther to recover.
 
Please ask the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to exercise its power as a
regulatory agency of the United States government – and to fulfill its duties
under the Endangered Species Act – by protecting the Florida panther’s vital
but rapidly shrinking habitat from loss, degradation, and fragmentation.
 
Once these wonderful creatures are lost they can never come back.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
L Renee Duncan
158 Dove Creek Drive
 
 

mailto:renee@uhms.org
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: beth@greenerywizard.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please keep Panther protection
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 6:29:54 AM

Please keep Panther protection measures in place. Our world needs Panthers.
Thank you,
Beth Williams
Greenery Wizard

Greenerywizard.com

Sent from TypeApp

mailto:beth@greenerywizard.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://greenerywizard.com/
http://www.typeapp.com/r?b=10307


From: Melissa Zepeda
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please keep panthers on ESL
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:28:53 PM

Mr. Shindle 

I live in St. Petersburg, Florida and implore you to not remove Florida
panthers from the Endangered Species list. There numbers continue to be
reduced by collisions with automobiles (approximately 230 FL panthers in
the world) and another was just reported three days ago. These cats cannot
afford to be delisted. Please protect these animals.

Thank  you for your consideration.

Melissa

mailto:mas@alumni.emory.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Julie Grise
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please keep Panthers on the endangered list !
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:50:54 PM

Sent from my iPad

mailto:jcgrise54@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jo Ann
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please keep protecting the Florida panther!!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:34:08 PM

Panthers need to be protected. Their habitat has been eroded by vicious developers that the only thing they know is
making money.

What a shame.

Thank you.

Jim and jo Ann Adam
890 Dartmoor Circle
Nokomis fl.  34275

mailto:jadam4@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Karen Craig
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please keep the Florida Panther on endangered list!
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 11:55:25 PM

Please leave our endangered Florida Panthers on the protected list.  We are growing by leaps
and bounds while they disappear.  They need our help!

Thanks!

Karen Craig
Dunedin, FL

mailto:sailgirl98@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ron
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please keep the Florida Panther on the Endangered species list
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:05:02 PM

 
Dear Mr. Shindle,
 
Will you please make sure the US Fish and Wildlife Service keeps the Florida Panther protected
under the Endangered Species Act!!! As I’m sure you are well aware charismatic mega fauna are
easily lost to the pressures of human activity. It would be a shame to watch all the work that has
already been put into trying to conserve this species go to waste by having the panther removed from
the endangered species act. Many people have put in a lot of hard work and dedication whether it be
setting aside land, informing the public, donating money or even bringing in the Texas panther to
just keep some form of the genetic remints of the species intact. To literally lat that all go to waste
would really be sad. As I previously stated please urge US Fish and Wildlife to keep the Florida
panther on the endangered species list. Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
Ron Hans 

mailto:R_Hans@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: bo.rhoads@gmail.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please keep the Florida Panther protected by the Endagered Species Act
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:20:46 AM

Dear David Shindle,

As a concerned American, I am writing to ask you to please keep the Florida Panther protected
by the Endangered Species Act.  At this time in Earth's history. leaders in your position must
show stewardship of our wildlife and its future survival

The very fact that the Florida Panther is showing small signs of recovery from the threat of
extinction not a reason to start changing the rules and protections that may allow this species
of panthers survive if we continue to give them all the protections that we can.

Please do the right thing so that our world maintains biodiversity and that our grandchildren
don't lament our shortsightedness in allowing the mass extincition of the wonderful range
animals with whom we are blessed to share our world.

Sincerely, Bonita Rhoads

Connecticut Voter, 

mailto:bonita@insightcities.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ernie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please keep the Florida panther"s endangered status
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 3:26:44 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I am concerned over reports that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service may weaken protections for Florida
panthers as a result of its current review of the endangered species status.

I understand that USFWS will be analyzing of the Culver taxonomy study findings from 2000 as part of this
review. Please note that the Florida Panther Recovery Team noted in 2007 "the degree to which the scientific
community has accepted the results of Culver et al. findings and the proposed change in taxonomy is not
resolved at this time."  [1]

Dave Onorato, a biologist with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation commission's panther study
program, said one shortcoming of the Culver study is that it used a small number of samples for panthers.
Mr. Onorato noted that when the state has done its own DNA tests, using an approach different from
Culver's, "The panthers still cluster as their own subset, away from the Texas and Western subsets." [2]

A  Florida panther taxonomy report by David Onorato, is available thru this
link:  https://www.fws.gov/verobeach/FloridaPantherRIT/20150519%20Florida%20Panther%20Taxonomy.pdf The
report states that "Cranial morphology continues to discriminate FL panthers and TX pumas". The report also
states:

"The ESA defines an “endangered species” as “any species which is in danger of extinction throughout all
or a significant portion of its range.” and,

"Under the definition of “species” in the ESA, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) can apply the
protections of the ESA to any species or subspecies of fish, wildlife, or plants, or any distinct population
segment of any species of vertebrate fish or wildlife that meets the definition of endangered or threatened."

And the report sites: Haig et al. (Con. Bio. 2006, 20:1584-1594) which states: "Despite all the criticisms,
recent studies in which researchers used multiple criteria…have confirmed that many subspecies are
evolutionarily definable entities…although subspecies may have been too liberally applied by early
taxonomists, this does not invalidate the concept of subspecies as meaningful biological entities. Factors
other than genetics need to be considered in understanding relationships below the species level."

Please do not allow those with financial interests in agriculture, development and hunting businesses use
controversial taxonomy data from the Culver study to as a means of lobbying for less protection of our
Florida panthers.   Without scientific consensus backing the Culver study's findings, the Fish and Wildlife
Service should not change the panther's status. 

Thank you very much,

Ernie

Ernie Winn
Bradenton, Florida
enywein@yahoo.com

[1]The Florida Panther Recovery Team (2006-01-31). "Florida Panther Recovery Program (Draft)" (PDF). U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. Retrieved 2007-06-11.
[2] Tampa Bay Times, July 8, 2017, Craig Pittman, Times Staff Writer

mailto:enywein@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
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From: Roger.Rita
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please keep the Florida panthers on the endangered species list
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 6:11:10 PM

Please keep the Florida panthers on the endangered species list.

Thanks,

Roger & Rita Rieman

mailto:roger.rita.r@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lisa Maier
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PLEASE Keep The Florida Panther"s Status!
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 10:59:29 AM

Please do not change the Florida panther's protective status from endangered. As a concerned citizen of this great
state, I implore you to keep the Florida panther’s protective status as endangered and to not change the recovery
criteria for our state’s most beloved animal.

Road kills, habitat loss and development of panther habitat continue to be threats. Dozens of applications for new
construction, mines, and other projects are currently being considered in panther habitat. In fact, your agency is in
the process of reviewing a development plan in Collier County that would build a city the size of Washington D.C.
in the heart of panther territory!

Instead of changing the recovery goals FWS should re-commit to protecting Florida's cat.

Thank you so much for your consideration.

Mrs. Lisa Maier
8067 Country Club Rd N
Saint Petersburg, FL 33710
US
7273476212

mailto:lmaier@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Robin Draper
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please keep the panther protected under the ESA
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:18:45 PM

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should make sure that Florida’s state animal the panther
remains protected under the Endangered Species Act. Fewer than 250 panthers remain in our 
state and they deserve to be protected from extinction!

Robin Draper
Robin@AuthenticFlorida.com
www.AuthenticFlorida.com

Like AuthenticFlorida on Facebook
AuthenticFL on Twitter

mailto:robin@authenticflorida.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:Robin@authenticflorida.com
http://www.authenticflorida.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Authentic-Florida/111372832270858


From: ammacat
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please keep the Panthers on the endangered list.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:34:36 PM

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:ammacat@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Samantha Riepe
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please maintain FL Panther endangered status
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:43:52 AM

Hello David,

I am writing because I heard the review of the Florida panther endangered status is coming up very soon. I hope
your agency will recommend that this protective status be maintained. Across the world we are hearing about
struggles to protect and re-populate the last of members of various incredible species. The Florida panther is one of
them...only a handful remain of this beautiful animal and I would hate to see a day where we regret not taking ever
effort to protect it.

Thank you,
Samantha Riepe
Miami, Florida

mailto:sriepe@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marlene Peacock
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please Maintain Full Endangered Species Status for the Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 5:51:35 PM

Mr. David Shindle,
 
I am writing to you today to ask the US Fish and Wildlife Service to maintain FULL Endangered
Species Status for the Florida Panther.
 
Additionally I’d like to request that the department consider re-doubling all of its efforts to
protect the remaining Panther habitat, and to consider the cumulative impacts to the Panther
from the many development projects currently underway or under review in the Panther
habitat areas.   
 
I ask that the USFWS fulfill the intended nature and purpose of the Endangered Species Act by
considering what impacts all development projects are going to have on the recovery of the
Florida panther.  For example, one project now on the table, “Rural Lands West” in eastern
Collier County, would create a new 6,000-acre subdivision in prime panther habitat adjacent
to the Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge.   Please exercise the power granted to you as
a regulatory agency of the United States government – and fulfill all duties under the
Endangered Species Act by protecting the Florida panther’s vital but rapidly shrinking habitat
from loss, degradation, and fragmentation. 
 
Sincerely,
--Marlene
 
 
Marlene Peacock
Sr. Account Executive

  office
  cell

www.cpak.com
 
 
 

mailto:mpeacock@cpak.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.cpak.com/


From: skoski1044@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please maintain panther"s endangered protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:45:12 PM

Dear David,

Please do whatever you can to see that the Florida panther continues to be protected at the highest level
possible in this critical time. The Florida panther is on of the most endangered animals in Florida and
most reverend and beloved animal in the southeast. With less than 200 remaining in the wild and more
than 30 killed in the past year by cars, the odds do not look good. Its habitat continues to shrink, human
population and encroachment has never been higher and there are more cars on the road than ever
before. Stand up to the politics and speak in behalf of those animals that can not. That is your charge and
responsibility as stewards of our wildlife.

Thank you for your service. 

Steven H. Koski
Professional Archaeologist
Florida Master Naturalist

mailto:skoski1044@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Linda Smith
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please maintain protection of Florida panthers!
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:12:43 AM

Sent from my iPad

mailto:lindalouisesmith@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Dennis Collins
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please maintain the Panther"s endangered status
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:50:52 AM

Dennis Collins
2104 W. FIRST ST   #904
Fort Myers, FL. 33904
dcnewhomes@aol.com

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dcnewhomes@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Denise Belanger
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please Protect Endangered Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 8:54:37 PM

Please Protect Endangered Florida Panthers: Florida panthers are some of the most endangered
mammals on earth. It is estimated that fewer than 200 remain in the wild, and occupying less than
5% of their historic range. Despite this, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is considering stripping
Florida panthers of their critical protections under the Endangered Species Act, which would pave
the way for oil and gas operations and residential development in their prime habitat, including in
the Everglades.

Thank you,

Denise Belanger
Sonoma, CA 
95476

mailto:belanger.denise@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Dan Fontana
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please protect Florida Panther!!!
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:48:45 AM

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:danfontana@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: garyaroush@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PLEASE PROTECT FLORIDA PANTHERS AND HABITAT
Date: Monday, August 21, 2017 6:55:55 PM

Florida Fish and Wildlife Service

Attention David Shindle:

I am writing to let you know that my friends and family and I wish to continue to see Florida Panthers
listed as a protected and endangered species.  We also support continued protections for Panther
habitat.

Best Wishes,

Gary Roush
Miami

mailto:garyaroush@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: joe doe
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please Protect Florida Panthers by Keeping them on the Endangered List
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:15:09 PM

As a rancher with a farm on the edge of wildlife preserves, I am writing to urge you NOT to remove the Florida
Panther from the endangered list.
We came to their habitats and continue to shrink the boundaries and make life harder for their existence with
development, and roads, and less fresh water sources.
We have only 230 Florida panthers left and should not remove them from the endangered list.
Please do the responsible thing and protect Floyd ida Panthers by keeping them on the endangered list.

Thank you,
Siobhan Shea
Bon Rêve Farm
Jupiter, FL

mailto:bonrevefarm@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


I recently urged the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to make sure that
Florida’s state animal, the panther, remains protected under the
Endangered Species Act. Fewer than 250 panthers remain in our state
and they deserve to be protected from extinction!
TOMORROW is the deadline to weigh in on this decision with the Fish
and Wildlife Service. You can send your thoughts by email to David
Shindle, the biologist collecting responses, at david_shindle@fws.gov
or by fax to 
Let me know if you agree that panthers must remain protected by
replying to this email or by LIKING my Facebook.
Vern

From: Jennifer Tower
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PLEASE Protect Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:13:15 PM

In response to Congressman Vern Buchanan's email below, I am emailing you to request that you PLEASE
PROTECT FLORIDA PANTHERS from extinction!! Please help keep Florida Panthers protected under the
Endangered Species Act.

Thank you for your support!

Respectfully,

Jennifer Tower
1240 Mallicoat Rd
North Port, FL 34288
 

-----Original Message-----
From: Congressman Vern Buchanan <Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov>
To: jctower1 <jctower1@aol.com>
Sent: Mon, Aug 28, 2017 1:14 pm
Subject: Protecting Florida Panthers

 

August 28, 2017
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Buchanan Urges Feds Not to Downgrade Panther Protections
Zac Anderson
U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan is calling on federal wildlife officials to
maintain the highest level of protection for the Florida panther under
the Endangered Species Act.
Buchanan, R-Longboat Key, wrote a letter Wednesday to Greg
Sheehan, the acting director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
expressing “my strong concern over reports that the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service may weaken protections for Florida panthers.”
Federal officials currently are reviewing the status of the panther,
which is listed as “endangered” with a population estimated at around
200. The federal government recently downgraded the status of
another iconic Florida species, the West Indian manatee, lowering it
from “endangered” to "threatened." Buchanan objected to that
decision.
 Buchanan told Sheehan that “major hurdles remain to the full
recovery” of the panther.
“Alarmingly, your agency’s standard review comes less than a year after
32 panthers were struck and killed by vehicles on Florida roadways 
the highest number of panther-involved accidents ever recorded,”
Buchanan wrote in his letter. “Such traffic fatalities have risen more
than 65 percent since 2012, outpacing the number of documented
panther births. These roadkills are in addition to other causes of death,
including poaching and disease.”
The Congressman’s move comes six months after federal wildlife
officials decided to downgrade the protected status of the West Indian
manatee, leading a bipartisan group of Florida lawmakers led by
Buchanan to formally objecting to the decision.
In March, the U.S. Department of the Interior announced that
manatees will be considered “threatened” instead of “endangered”
under the Endangered Species Act. The change in status could pave the
way for state and local officials to roll back manatee protections.
A letter signed by 11 Florida lawmakers  nine Democrats and two
Republicans  calls the decision “disappointing and potentially very
harmful to the survival of the iconic Florida animal.”
The Florida panther was one of the original 14 mammals named to the
endangered species list in 1967, but a critical habitat for the big cats
has never been established, “even though one is required by the
Endangered Species Act,” Buchanan noted.
Though the review by the agency occurs every five years, Buchanan
said he is concerned the safeguards may be weakened because the
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agency has said it will consider a study claiming the Florida panther is
no different than pumas or mountain lions in western states.
Buchanan was referring to a 2000 study that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has come to focus on by geneticist Melanie Culver and three
fellow scientists that concluded that all the panthers, pumas and
mountain lions in North America are actually a single subspecies. To
some, that suggests that Florida panthers are nothing special,
genetically.
But Culver, in an interview, said she believes the Florida panther still
belongs on the endangered list, just not the way it is listed now. The
U.S. Geological Survey scientist concedes that making a change would
require a complex solution.
“You’d have to de-list it and then petition it to be listed as another
entity,” Culver told the Tampa Bay Times. “That’s a legal problem.
They’d have to completely lose legal protection to be protected the right
way.”
Florida panthers are the Sunshine State’s official state animal, voted in
by schoolchildren over such other contenders as the alligator and the
mosquito.
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From: Mellissa Layla Longo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please protect our panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 8:31:40 AM

Good morning. It is my understanding that the United States Fish and Wildlife Service is taking public comment
about reviewing the Florida panthers endangered species protections. As a new resident of Florida, I want Florida's
panthers protected. Thank you for your consideration.

Mellissa L. Longo

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mellissa.longo@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: A Alphonso
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please protect our panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:12:45 AM

I would hope that you want your children and all of their kids to be able to see these wonderful animals.Please do
not change the Florida panther's protective status from endangered.

Road kills, habitat loss and development of panther habitat continue to be threats. Dozens of applications for new
construction, mines, and other projects are currently being considered in panther habitat. In fact, your agency is in
the process of reviewing a development plan in Collier County that would build a city the size of Washington D.C.
in the heart of panther territory!

Instead of changing the recovery goals FWS should re-commit to protecting Florida's cat.

Please protect our state animal!!

Thank you for your protection,

Anna

A Alphonso
411 Lebeth St
Punta gorda, FL 33980
US

mailto:Znub@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jeffrey Tucker
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Matthew Schwartz
Subject: Please protect panthers!!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:59:36 AM

It's in your hands...

Jeffrey M. 'VeganMan' Tucker
 | jmtucker007@gmail.com

mailto:jmtucker007@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:southfloridawild@yahoo.com
mailto:jmtucker007@gmail.com


From: H McCord Fraser
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please Protect Panthers!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:44:11 PM

 
H. McCord Fraser
Personal Email
7157 Longboat Dr N
Longboat Key, FL 34228

 cell

mailto:hm_fraser@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: l. brotman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please Protect Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 4:27:09 PM

...these beautiful animals want to live out their lives on this earth just as you or I do. It's a
sorry shame that there are those who would hunt and kill them for no rational reason at all.....
 Please stand on the side of mercy for them, and allow them their lives.

Louise Broitman

mailto:l.brotman@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Davidson-Schmich, Louise K.
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please Protect Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:44:55 PM

Hello,
I am a Miami resident with two children. I would love for my kids to grow up in a world with
biodiversity. I am concerned if we don’t protect panthers today, they will be extinct by the time my
kids grow up. Please keep maintain the panther’s “endangered” status – and keep up efforts to
protect their remaining habitat before it too disappears.
Thanks for your consideration,
Louise K. Davidson-Schmich
South Miami
ldavidsonschmich@gmail.com
 

mailto:davidson@miami.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Schliessman, Andrea
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please protect the FL Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 5:34:01 PM

Dear Sirs:

It has come to my attention that it's time to re-evaluate the endangered species status of the Florida Panther. I am
writing to urge you to not only maintain the FULL endangered species status for this beautiful animal but to also ask
you to consider the cumulative impacts of the numerous development projects currently underway or under review
in its habitat.

PLEASE exercise your power as a regulatory agency of the United States government and fulfill your duties under
the Endangered Species Act by protecting the Florida panther’s vital but rapidly shrinking habitat from loss,
degradation, and fragmentation.

It is your responsibility to act as a steward for ALL citizens, natural areas and yes, the wildlife, of our nation.

Thank you,
Andrea Schliessman

Sent from my iPhone

Sent from my iPhone
CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic mail (including any attachments) may contain information that is privileged,
confidential, and/or otherwise protected from disclosure to anyone other than its intended recipient(s). Any
dissemination or use of this electronic email or its contents (including any attachments) by persons other than the
intended recipient(s) is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately
by reply email so that we may correct our internal records. Please then delete the original message (including any
attachments) in its entirety. Thank you

mailto:SchliessmanA@autonation.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Raquel Valle Fernandez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please Protect the Florida Panther as Endangered
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:18:18 PM

Good Afternoon, Mr. Shindle.

Please share my support in keeping the Florida Panther status as endangered and
advise, if I may assist in any other way.

Thank you!
Raquel

mailto:raquel_valle1@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Constance Starkovs
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please protect the Florida Panther!
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:24:33 PM

From what Vern Buchanan said, there are only 250 left.  What more can be said?
Connie Starkovs
5019 Brickell Park Cove
Bradenton, FL 34211

mailto:connie.starkovs@me.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Annette Fischer
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please protect the Florida panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:53:27 PM

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:fiscryder@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: carolynbarber
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please protect the Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:19:22 AM

I am in favor of protecting the Florida Panther

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:carolynbarber@gmx.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Christopher Champagne
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please Protect the Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:15:52 PM

Good sir,

I ask that you please continue to list our Florida Panthers as an endangered species. Their
numbers are few, but still viable, and they deserve our protection. 

Thank you,

Christopher Champagne 
Terra Ceia, FL 

mailto:sgyver@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Tommasina
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please protect the panther!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:07:40 PM

Hi David,

Please do continue to fight for the panther, and extend additional protections under the
Endangered Species Act. What a special animal, and one who deserves to be safe in our
beautiful state. 

Thanks!

Kindly,
Tommasina Miller
Floridian

mailto:tommasina1@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Katharine (Kat) Wheatley
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please protect the Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:30:10 PM

I am a resident of Monroe County Florida and I want to express my concern over ANY action that might
reduce the amount of protection our Florida Panther receives.  Please do not change the status of our
panthers away from endangered - they ARE endangered and are an irraplaceable component of our
fragile ecosystem.  Please help to support the panther by maintaining or enlarging existing wild habitats
and by keeping the panther on our list of endangered species.  Ultimately we all lose if we don't start
protecting our wildlife and our natural ecosystems - there will be no more viable land to develop, no more
cash to be made, and no more trees to sustain life.

Thank you, 
 
Kat Wheatley, Manager
Key Largo Yoga

mailto:kpatton4@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Brian Paradise
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please retain the status of the Florida Panther as endangered and continue efforts to protect the panther"s

remaining habitat
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:56:17 PM

 
Dear Mr. Shindle,
Thanks for your consideration of these captioned comments.
Sincerely,
Brian Paradise
13 Arbor Club Drive, # 315
Ponte Vedra Beach
FL. 32082

mailto:bgparadise@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Dianna Teeter
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please save our panthers.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:16:37 PM

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:wonderaboutalice@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kenichow@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please save the Florida panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:09:36 PM

Mr Shindle
 
Please!!
 
Leave them on endangered list. We're already overdeveloped.  
 
Have compassion. 
 
Thank you
 
Keni Chow

 
 

mailto:Kenichow@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Anne Svare
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please save
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 4:40:42 AM

Hallo!

Please save your wildlife!

Anne, Sweden

Skickat från min iPad

mailto:anne.svare@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Melinda Myszoglad
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please vote to remove so called FL Panthers off the endangered list ..
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 5:48:44 PM

I personally have almost lost my child ,as well as my home to foreclosure do to following the laws and regulations
given to us bye Fwc.becouse  the  so called Florida panther which I will guarantee you is a mountain lion,cugar  if
tested for DNA is stalking us daily ,for months ...we have bin on the news asking for help given video proof of it to
Fwc and pictures of tracks that they are non stop stalking us ,...and we get a non stop  denyle  and covering the facts
, it's rainy season right we would report to Fwc we got tracks as they told us to do they would come out and say we
are here but we can't look at the tracks  right now becouse we have another call we have to attend to , so I ask when
will you look so it's recorded proof they said later this afternoon , I said it will rain this afternoon tracks will be
washed out , they snickered and said no worries mam .... they never came back the rain washed all prints away
...they did this 3 times to us we took pictures and they said it was dogs while we had cams set up proving it was
cougars ...and FYI non of the cougars were tagged or collard so un accounted for in existence..also 5 of my
neighbors had reported the panthers killing animals to Fwc and they did nothing? All with children? The people we
bought this ranch from a year ago told us they had to sell becouse they had 3 kids and panthers killed and stalked
daily and Fwc wouldn't help them? My home come to find out got flipped bought and sold 3 times every 6 months
do to panther attacks ? They turned to Fwc and couldn't get help so they ran to save the family ? Is that ok?just for
funding? Cover up facts to save jobs? And risk lives? To protect one animal ? I have 9 families testimonies where
they confirm on telling me how Fwc refuses to do anything and tells you to give them money.jail your animals and
kids or else...I'm not moving I worked all my life to buy this farm...and I swear to god if these so called panthers
which are no longer here and replaced withcogars remain protected and leave me with no resources to protect my 
child and livestock and pets bye at least rehoming them or the right to trap them and last resort killing them without
vomiting a federal crime ...I promise you I will fight Fwc to death with attorneys ,I already have 3 of them offering
to take my case on for free .and guess what I don't want a dime !!!! But I do want the right to live in the woods with
happy farm animals not abused jailed animals and fearful that if a panther attracts my child I can't kill it becouse I'll
go to jail becouse the animal is protected ...illlforward you comment I made regarding this issue on other sites..also I
can provide news footage, videos ,pictures ,bank statements costs and sacrifices .....
Here is the last statement I made to a sight trying to help....
Took the words right out of my mouth .As a person my self who loves and respects wildlife and a farmer ,I
completely understand the balance and cohabitation . There's no ifs and buts about it.however when the balance is
off way off to the point where the farmer is loosing an average of 40 animals within 2 months to a cougar and cubs
that has no fear of humans ,latterly uses my farm as an all you can eat buffet and doing so in broad daylight with my
kids and us just feet away with music and atvs running , there should be resources  available to defend and protect
our self and our livestock ...as it stands now there is none .we have followed all suggestions laid out bye Fwc ,and
research even tho I do not agree with it because to me it doesn't make sense I ll tell you why....for example Fwc
instructed us to upgrade all livestock cages make it panther proof so they can't get to our animals ..do not let animals
graze lock them up 24/ 7 ..ok so feed cost just tripled ,not to mention cows horses goats house cats chickens are
jailed and miserable  and materials to panther proof everything cost a fortune ,and latterly almost forclose don our
farm now that's just financial right and an unfare cruelty to 140 animals on my farm that are jailed .But the biggest
danger  that every farmer is facing here in just GG estates if we follow Fwc instructions as we all do thinking they
know best and trusting that they do comes with the ultimate price but most cannot think that far ahead and that is
why I'm begging people to not to think with their hearts and use their brains and educate  them selves bye
researching facts .and use common since god gave us before it's too late ...what happens when all farmers lock up all
livestock instructed bye Fwc ?who do you think is next on the food chain? They have to eat right?and for those of
you thinking it won't happen you are in Denial.becouse if you think for a second that the panther will not go after
your child when she's hungry and has cubs to feed and can't get to your dog cat goat chickens ducks turkeys becouse
they are locked up you have absolute no common sense.the fact is it's already happening just watch the news
cougars in city with traffic are stocking children ,just two weeks ago a young girl was out in the yard and the panther
was stalking thank god there was a chicken with her and she dropped it and ran so the cougar grabbed the chicken
instead ,but what if there was no chicken ? Same at my farm the panther was stalking my child but thank god a baby
goat grazing came bye and the cougar grabbed her instead ....those of you judging fyi my number one mission  was
to get the panther re located not killed ,Fwc refused to do so so 35 more animals had to loose their life ,including
house pets not just live stock ...and was strictly told , I can't defend my animals I can't shoot her or face jail time ,nor

mailto:mamadrama239@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


can relocate and trap  ...and please please please all you so called animal tree hugging fools that non stop state how
we shouldn't live in the woods the panthers were here first ,they have the right we took over their homes ? Think
before you speak and you judge us, you in condos ,developments ,roads,malls golf courses.fitness centers ,fast food
eating DAS animal adopting animal rights activist ,I classify you as Hippocrates .us farmers don't pay association
feas and support development corporations ,mass production caged antibiotic filled hormones filled animals you all
buy and support from the grocery shelves ,and poison your children ...we live with nature ,our animals graze ,and
find a balance with nature as god intended.



From: Sheila Siegel
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please! Protect Florida Panthers - keep them protected under Endangered Species Act
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:21:06 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I strongly support the efforts to keep the Florida panther protected under the
Endangered Species Act. Their numbers are so small and keeping this protection is
crucial to their survival. Please do all you can to make this happen. 

Sheila Siegel
Resident, Sarasota County, Florida

mailto:sheila@sheilajane.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: d.forkel
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PLEASE! Protect the panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:28:08 PM

Mr. Shindle,
 
The Florida panther is an iconic symbol of old Florida.  Efforts to save endangered species are
appreciated.
 
I also do not understand the push to (overly) develop S. Florida. Given prospect of climate change,
rising water levels, and increasing ferocity of hurricanes, development could be viewed as sheer
folly. Some lands are best left undisturbed.
 
Please, protect essential panther habitat.
 
 
Respectfully,
 
Diane Forkel
Gainesville, FL

mailto:d.forkel@cox.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: tesa harrison
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please!!!
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 9:34:35 AM

Hello,
I'm emailing you on behalf of the Florida panthers. I hear they will be hunted. Please don't let
this happen! They are innocent & do not deserve this!! Please don't allow it. for them & for
the future generations.

Thank you, Ms. Harrison

mailto:ediecat@msn.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Beth Ayoub
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 2:08:00 AM

Please do not lift the protections of the Florida panther
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:bethmayoub@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Robyn Musto
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please, do NOT change the FL panther"s status
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 9:22:05 PM

It is important to me that the Florida panther's protective status does NOT change from endangered.

I believe the panther is an important member of Florida wildlife that should be treasured and protected. There are
still too few numbers of panthers in the wild to have the protective status changed.

I feel that it is our responsibility to consider the welfare of the panther and all the other species that will be impacted
if the panther population suffers. Please, keep the panther protected.

Thank you

Miss. Robyn Musto
5225 Conner Dr
Land O lakes, FL 34639

mailto:robynmusto@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Krystsina Matskevich
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please, please do not de-list the Florida Panther.
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 11:38:33 PM

Please, please do not de-list the Florida Panther.
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:kristinamv@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Betty Wallace
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PLEASE, Protect our Florida Panthers!
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 8:56:45 AM

I implore you to NOT change the Florida panther's protective status from endangered.

Your agency is in the process of reviewing a development plan in Collier County that would build a city the size of
Washington D.C. in the heart of panther territory!  Development of new homes, mines & other projects are being
considered in established panther habitats - these developments contribute greatly to habitat loss and the subsequent
death of many endangered panthers.

Instead of changing the recovery goals for Florida's State Animal, FWS should re-commit to protecting this
magnificent resident.  Too many panthers have been killed by population encroachment in the past decade, and over
20 panthers have been killed this year already!  Floridians love their panthers!  Panther license plates are sold in the
thousands and dozens of schools have adopted the Panther as their mascot - children look to YOU to save their
beloved State Animal from Extinction.

Please do the right thing and save the panther's habitat from development - please save their space so they have a
future too.

Betty Wallace
13300 Indian Rocks Rd
Largo, FL 33774
US

mailto:pusska0@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Joey
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Please
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 7:53:43 PM

do NOT delist the Florida Panther.   Please protect this species.
 Thank you
Joey Lynn
The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are
treated.~ Mahatma Gandhi
I have studied many philosophers & many cats.   The wisdom of cats is infinitely superior. 
   Hippolyte Taine
"I have lived with several Zen masters ~~ ALL of them cats!"~~Eckhart Tolle

mailto:willowfeather@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Erica Schwarz
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Plz DO NOT downgrade the FL panther status
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 12:25:25 PM

This communication is to ask that the Florida panther remain with full endangered species
protection. There are less than 100 in the wild, and they are in only one population. Given
those facts, how is it this is even being considered?? We need to not cave to the demands of
developers and wealthy ranchers. The panther needs to stay protected.

Thank you, 

Erica P. Schwarz, PhD
Owner, Erica's Recipes
http://ericasrecipes.com/
Turtle Enterprises LLC

mailto:eschwarz2@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://ericasrecipes.com/


From: luckynluv83
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Possible Change of FL Panther Endangered Status
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:02:51 PM

Dear Mr Shindle,

Please consider the irreversible damage that could occur if the status of the FL Panther is
down graded as "Threatened" instead of Endangered. The less stringent protection of a
threatened status will leave the mere 230 panthers left even more vulnerable to the expansion
of construction & human intrusion that they already suffer from & battle now. Although their
numbers have risen since 2014, there is still not enough Panthers in existence here in FL for us
to be sure they'll continue to not only thrive but, flourish without the protection of being an
Endangered species. Please, realize that once they're gone there's no reversing the decisions
that were made.

Thank you for standing up in protecting the indigenous Florida Panther.

Tamara Grimes
Proud Florida Resident

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:luckynluv83@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marilynne Roberts
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Possible delisting of Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:54:25 PM

I do not support delisting the Florida Panther.  It is a keystone species that plays a crucial role in the
way Florida ecosystems function, one that it is highly likely cannot be restored if the Panther is
eliminated.  It remains as threatened as it was when it was added to the list.  USFWS has not met
criteria for delisting.  There are insufficient viable populations to warrant delisting.  The number of
panthers killed by vehicles is on the rise, not the decline.  I support compensating landowners for
their livestock if this would provide an incentive to maintain or restore panther habitat on private
lands.

Marilynne Roberts
6749 West Shadow Lake Drive
Lino Lakes, MN 55014-1932

mailto:marilynne_r@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: S Jones
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Possivle delisting of the Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 5:38:46 PM

Dear SIr,

Please do not delist the Florida Panther. As a native Floridian, and Pioneer Family descendent,
I want the panthers to be protected. These panthers need every bit of assitance we can possibly
give them.

Also, how about wolf reintroduction while we at it?

Thank you
Mrs. Shannon Hall Jones
Escambia County Florida and Alabama

mailto:shannonhjones@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Joan Morgan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Potential de-listing of the FL panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 11:11:37 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle, 

I like this quote: "Biologists know that the leading cause of species extinction around
the world is habitat loss and human persecution. With developers encroaching more
dramatically in southwest Florida, the panthers need the protection the Endangered
Species Act provides more than ever."

It sums up rational, ethical thought. I hope you will work to keep the FL panther listed.

It's also good for tourism - our #1 economic engine of this state. 

Thanks, 
Joan Morgan

mailto:sharkeysmile@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: krvarleigh
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PRESERVE Florida panther endangered status & vital habitat
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:27:37 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle-

Kindly do the right thing, which is to do all humanly possible [and beyond] to protect the
Florida Panther by preserving their endangered species status, and their vital Florida habitat.

Speaking as a native South Floridian, and as a human, it is imperative the people in general
and the people in government protect and promote the health of our sacred, life giving and life
sustaining ecosystem... Keeping in mind that when one species is harmed, even just one link --
it affects everyone in the chain of life, negatively impacting everyone.

So, I thank you for making a stand for the prospering of the panther, for wildlife, for us all...
for our present and for our collective future.

This is your "time to shine", Mr. Shindle.
So shine, for the good of the Sunshine State, for this planet, and for the world as we know it.
Help our wildlife to not just barely survive, but to happily thrive!

Respectfully,
Karen Reed
Florida resident

Sent from my MetroPCS 4G LTE Android Device

mailto:krvarleigh@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Cat Ramos
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Preserve Florida"s panther
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 6:29:08 PM

Dear David Shindle,
Please do all within your power to prevent delisting of Florida's big cats: bobcats and panthers. My brother and his
family still live in Florida, and I join them in fervent desire to preserve this iconic wildlife for now and future
generations.

Chapulina D. Ramos

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mscatramos@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sadie Schrader
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PROTECT Endangered Florida PANTHERS!
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 6:21:43 PM

As FEW as 120 ENDANGERED Florida panthers remain, living in LESS THAN 5% of their
historic range - and there may be EVEN LESS. 

THOUSANDS of acres in PRIME PANTHER HABITAT may be SACRIFICED for
development and mining. 

CONTINUE PROTECTION of for this STUNNING, BEAUTIFUL FLORIDA ANIMAL.  

DENY DEMANDS by  developers, ranchers, and hunters to downlist the species or
destroy their habitat

mailto:sadie.schrader@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Dr.C.E. Poole
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect F;orida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 12:53:06 AM

Mr. Shindle:

I urge you to please keep the Florida panther protected under the Endangered
Species Act.  There are fewer than 250 Florida panthers left in the wild and
need to be saved from extinction.  Thank you for the consideration.

Carolyn E. Poole, Ph.D.
471 Palm Tree Drive
Bradenton, FL 34210
E-mail: cybercarolyn@hotmail.com

mailto:cybercarolyn@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jerry Strand
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect FL Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:54:31 PM

My wife and I are long-time FL backcountry hikers. We've witnessed our FL panthers in all their glory; at home in
our beautiful state. We've also seen the devastation of our rural areas by developers, certain crop growers, the
expansion of high-speed roads, and impact of too many people in too few state and locally protected environments. 
Our FL panther's natural world is shrinking at at alarming rate. The least we can do is afford the FL panther
protection under the law.  Such protection may be their last real chance to survive. Gerald Strand and Elaine
Levesque.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:gastrand7@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Guy Harley
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect Florida Panther !!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:10:52 PM

The Florida Panther must be protected before it is no longer!!

Get Outlook for Android

mailto:wgharley7738@outlook.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://aka.ms/ghei36


From: Judith Smith
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PROTECT Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:47:14 AM

I want to see increased protection for the Florida panther.

Judith Smith
2712 Grande Vista Ave
Oakland, CA 94601

mailto:axisdance@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Judy Cabrera
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:21:57 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle, I have been a resident of FL since 2005, and wish you would consider raising the status of the
Florida Panthers. Unfortunately death by humans (auto collisions, etc) is a horrible death for these beloved
creatures. Their numbers are dwindling and They need our protection more than ever.
Funding from sale of license plate is not enough. We need more public education, and instead of just tracking them,
put reflective collars on them so they are seen by headlights.
I hope you will consider helping our Panthers.
Thank you for the privilege of your time,
Judy Cabrera
Sent from my iPhone, Judy

mailto:jcabreracpa@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Siam
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Vernbuchanan Info
Subject: Protect Florida Panthers!
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 12:23:12 AM

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:siam111orchid@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:info@vernbuchanan.com
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/mobile/?.src=Android


From: cywatler@gmail.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:19:20 AM

Please keep Florida Panthers protected under the Endangered Species Act.

Thank you,
Caroline Watler
2385 Vaccaro Drive
Sarasota, FL 34231

mailto:cywatler@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: caracrone@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:00:43 PM

I urge the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to make sure that Florida’s state
animal, the panther, remains protected under the Endangered Species Act.
Fewer than 250 panthers remain in our state and they deserve to be
protected from extinction!
Thank you,
Carolyn Covelli
11307 Palm Island Ave
Riverview, Fla 33569

mailto:caracrone@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Rick Wilson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:29:05 PM

Good Evening Mr. Shindle,

I am writing you to ask that the Florida Panther protections should Not be downgraded so that
the Panthers become more vunerable and face eventual exctinction. Biodiversity is one of the
reasons that planet Earth is as beautiful as it is.

Thank you

Sincerely,

Rick Wilson 
Longboat Key Florida

mailto:taichi2483@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Abbie Forrest
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:39:25 PM

Good day,

I'm emailing you today in full support and immediate request to protect the Florida Panthers. Please ensure the
Florida Panthers are protected by law.

With Friendly Greetings...

Mr. Abbie Forrest, also on behalf of my family and friends, Sarasota, Florida residents.

mailto:abbie.forrest@talktelio.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Andrea Bowden
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:53:28 AM

Please maintain full endangered species status for the Florida panther.  Please stop oil drilling and other unnecessary
projects in the Panther habitat.  Please protect the few Panthers that remain.

Thank you,
Andrea Bowden

mailto:arb_32003@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Buron, Bonnie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:38:26 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle;
I am writing to express my sincere desire in asking you to do all that you can to
not allow the Florida panther to lose it’s protective status under the ESA.
As a Florida native, tax payer, nature lover and grandmother I want to see this
beautiful animal and it’s habitat protected for generations to come.
I know that I do not have to quote statistics about panther mortality rates,
habitat encroachment, ranchers rights, etc.. It’s just that with the successes
that have been made  to re-establish the population in south Florida how could
it even be considered down listing their protection?  With each birth of a
panther kitten there is the continued hope of species survival but with the
death of each panther found on the side of the road is the frustration of
knowing that the species survival is sadly dependent on and threatened by
human intervention.
Please try to understand how important it is to so many people in this state
that these beautiful animals continue to receive protection, their habitat is
conserved, and their future is not further in jeopardy by changing their
protective status. With all the years of hard work, money that has been
invested in re-storing the population and the laws that are in place to protect
this species already why would biologists, FWC and Florida residents want to
change the protective status now? South Florida is the crown jewel in the eye
of land developers…..it is most important to protect what is left of un-touched
public land for the panther population to continue to have a chance to recover.
I am strongly opposed to any actions taken by government officials that would
reduce the protective status of Florida panthers and their habitat.
Thank-you for reading my letter.
 
Sincerely,
Bonnie Buron
Myakka City, FL

mailto:bburon@co.pinellas.fl.us
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Donna Lyons
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Robert Kramer
Subject: Protect Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:53:11 AM

Dear Officer Shindle,

My husband and I are writing to urge increased protection for our Florida panthers.  We
oppose down listing or even delisting these beautiful creatures from the Endangered Species
list.  We support all you  and the Florida government can do to help maintain their living
spaces.  Protecting the lives and habitat of our Florida panthers is very important to us.  

We are residents of Naples, FL, and we are heartbroken every time we read the Naples Daily
New articles describing frequent panther deaths.  

Thank you for consideration of our message in support of protecting the Florida panthers.

Sincerely,

Mary Donna Lyons
Robert P. Kramer
998 Fountain Run
Naples, FL. 34119

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad

mailto:mdlyons11@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:biobob43@aol.com
https://yho.com/footer0


From: Cat Paxton
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 4:01:54 PM

Please protect the Florida Panthers.
 
There are not enough of them to remove their endangered species status.  We have lost enough of our
wildlife.
 
Please!!!
 
Thank you,
Cathy Paxton

mailto:catpax@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Barbara Harrison
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: protect Florida panthers, etc
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 9:38:58 AM

Please do not cave in to Big Money taking over our last remaining treasures.

Please do everything you can to protect our wildlife, specifically the Florida Panther, by not
removing it from the endangered list.   Please continue to protect all of our wildlife.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Barbara Harrison
www.Bharrisonstudio.com
http://www.figurativeartist.org/portfolio/barbara-harrison/

mailto:bharrisonstudio@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.bharrisonstudio.com/
http://www.figurativeartist.org/portfolio/barbara-harrison/


From: Cuccio, Santine
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:46:09 AM

Thank you for protecting the Florida Panther.  Sincerely, Santine Cuccio

mailto:CUCCIOS@CHIPOLA.EDU
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marney
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect FLs panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 3:34:59 AM

Dear David,

I write as a concerned citizen in regard to the plight of the Florida panther. I recently read that Florida was
considering removing protection for its panthers, a policy in place since the 1970's. I think removing this protection
would be poor stewardship and bring the American panther closer to extinction. He current protection already has a
loop whole for cattle farmers to be able to murder them on site and that puts the panther in too much danger as it is.

So, your receiving comments from the public and I'm voicing my concern as a US citizen that Fl panthers need to
remain protected. Frankly, the only reason I'd travel to FL would be too appreciate your diffuse and beautiful
wildlife. I'm sure there are many more like me than there are hunters and I know tourists are important to your
income.

Please continue to protect the panther.

Best,
Marney Roemmelt

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:sageintegrativemed@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Laura Aikman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect our Florida Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 17, 2017 10:35:26 PM

I am writing to let you know that I feel that it is our duty to continue to protect our Florida Panthers!
If we don't take action & work to preserve & protect nature it will be our ultimate shame not to mention our
undoing.
Please don't let us or our future generation down do everything in your power to preserve & protect these beautiful
animals & our natural world!
Laura A. Aikman
15316 Avalon Ave.
Clearwater Fl. 33760
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:firedraykee@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Dan Wade
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect our Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:10:17 PM

These amazing animals need your help and our protection. 

Act before it is too late.

Save the Florida Panther 

Daniel Wade | Event Manager

Longboat Key Club & Resort

442 Gulf Of Mexico Drive

Longboat Key, Florida 34228

T  | F 

www.longboatkeyclub.com     

`·.¸¸.¸><((((º>

mailto:dan.wade@longboatkeyclub.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.longboatkeyclub.com/


From: Jorge Daniel Taillant
To: david_shindle@fws.gov; Jorge Daniel Taillant
Subject: Protect our Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 6:09:33 PM

Hello David 

I direct the Center for Human Rights and Environment, CHRE, an environmental policy
organization based in Palm Beach Gardens, FL. 

We'd like to support the effort to keep Florida's panther's with protected species status, and at
the highest possible level of protection possible for the State and its agencies.

It is without doubt that our panthers suffer continuous pressure from urban sprawl, and
particularly from development projects in our State that intrude into their delicate and
dwindling territory. We need a healthier and more vibrant panther population in order for the
species to thrive in our territory, and yet we are threatening their survival by not taking enough
measures and not passing the needed public policy and protection strategies necessary for their
revival. 

It is for this reason that the Center for Human Rights and Environment wants to
enthusiastically encourage the US Fish and Wildlife Services to not only uphold, but to extend
protection schemes and strategies for our panthers!

Please note our concern and support for keeping our panthers on the endangered species list!

Regards, 

-- 
J. Daniel Taillant
Center for Human Rights and Environment (CHRE)
jdtaillant@gmail.com
tel/cel: +
skype: jdtaillant 
 

mailto:jdtaillant@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:jdtaillant@gmail.com


From: Patrick Pritchett
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect our Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 12:55:31 PM

Please..

mailto:patrickepritchett@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Rick Belisle
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PROTECT OUR PANTHERS!!!!!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:42:23 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

With the vote coming up on our Florida Panthers and the Endangered Species designation...make NO
bones about it! They MUST be kept on that list!

Regards,

Rick Belisle
4969 Laurel Hill Dr.
Venice, FL 34293

rick.belisle@yahoo.com 

mailto:rick.belisle@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Leslie Sardinia
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect Our Panthers!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:53:55 AM

Mr. Shindle
 
We are residents of North Miami Beach, Florida and beg you to keep the Florida
panthers ON the Endangered Species list. The panthers numbers are reduced daily from
collisions with automobiles and their birth rate is not keeping up with the accident
losses. (approximately 230 FL panthers in the world! 
They cannot be delisted! This could put them right into extinction!!!!
Thank  you for your consideration.

Bruce & Leslie Sardinia
Samantha & Zachary Sardinia. 

You may never know what results come from your action.
But if you do nothing, there will be no result."
  – Mahatma Gandhi

mailto:samazach@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: jackie brait
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect our Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 8, 2017 8:50:45 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

Please add our vote to the list of Floridians who wish to continue keeping our 
panthers protected!
It has been proven that protecting them has helped preserve their numbers. Isn’t it 
bad enough that
we humans have encroached on their native land and taken away their habitats?  
PLEASE keep these 
beautiful animals on the endangered list so that their population does not dwindle to 
just a few panthers
left in the wild.

Thank you for your consideration,
The Brait family

mailto:thebraits@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: vernnat@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect our Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:08:22 PM

We must look out for those who cannot help themselves.  Nature has provided us with special
creatures and we must not let them become extinct.  I want my grandchildren and their
grandchildren to be able to know our Panthers,Bears and Manatees.

Concern human,
Natalie Sievers

Sent from AOL Mobile Mail

mailto:vernnat@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Debby O"Brien
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect our precious Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 7:02:19 PM

I lived in FL for most of my 65 yrs.   Please make "the greedy people" understand why our Fl Panther Must be
Protected. Thank you.
Deborah Lynn O'Brien 32244

mailto:deborahlynnobrien@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: samadhimorales14@gmail.com
To: David_Shindle
Subject: Protect panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:35:33 AM

Good morning, Dave Shindle. I'm witting this email to tell you I support your opinion about
Feds shouldn't change panther protection. I believe we have already taken away a lot from
them, they land, their family. Why we have to take away more. I believe we already have a lot
of mall, supermarket, why we can't do something good about our world, protect our world, our
trees. That my opinion that why I believe Feds shouldn't change panther protection . Panther
need protection like all animals . Thanks for your time. 

mailto:samadhimorales14@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Karen Lamazzi
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect panthers
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 11:08:29 AM

I don't think anyone need tell you that your agency is to always speak for the wildlife who can't speak for
themselves. Please protect our Florida panthers by keeping them on the endangered species list. Also do what you
can for all wildlife. I'm concerned about all the mosquito spraying going on - what are those chemicals doing to the
water and birds etc. people can easily put on repellent.

Thank you for your valuable service.

Karen Lamazzi
Retired civil servant.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:karenlamazzi@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Tim Thurman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect Panthers and their habitat
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:20:18 PM

Strongly support any efforts that are being taken to assure the wildlife that calls florida home
have the habitat they need to live. Thanks for the attention to this, and working to keep Florida
a great place for animals, and the people who enjoy them.

Tim Thurman
President
Longboat Key Turtlewatch
Sarasota, Florida

mailto:tthurman62@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Charlene Lohn
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: protect panthers as an endangered species
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:58:08 PM

Do not let the protection lapse. Save the Panther from further dangers.

mailto:cblohn999@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Linnea Chasse
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect panthers
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 2:36:03 PM

Hello David,

I read the commentary by Kate Macfall about protecting panthers. Though we value Florida's wild heritage, we also
have to think about farm animals and the ability to protect them on your own property.

Linnea Chasse

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:linneachasse@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Debbie Plume
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect Panthers...
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:32:40 PM

Please - keep them on the Endangered Species List!

Deb Plume

mailto:djplume18@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


I recently urged the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to make sure that
Florida’s state animal, the panther, remains protected under the
Endangered Species Act. Fewer than 250 panthers remain in our state
and they deserve to be protected from extinction!

TOMORROW is the deadline to weigh in on this decision with the Fish
and Wildlife Service. You can send your thoughts by email to David
Shindle, the biologist collecting responses, at david_shindle@fws.gov
or by fax to 

Let me know if you agree that panthers must remain protected by
replying to this email or by LIKING my Facebook.

Vern

From: Si and Sandy
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: protect panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:34:47 AM

We agree!!

mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=FL13VB&crop=14532.41742714.6074614.749867&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fCongressmanBuchanan%2f&redir_log=164783667351317
mailto:clucas@cfl.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Susie O"Keeffe
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Cougar!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:22:05 PM
Importance: High

Dear FWS,

I am writing to express my profound and complete support for the recovery program for the 
Florida panther. Please MAINTAIN FULL ENDANGERED SPECIES status, and consider 
the impacts to the panthers from the many development projects happening or under review. 
Please also recognize that Nature Needs Half as preeminent biological EO Wilson is saying. 
Development needs to be highly managed in Florida and concentrated in already existing 
urban areas. The panthers MUST have as much territory as possible, and as much protection 
as possible. All generations to come deserve to know, and hopefully even see, one of these 
beautiful creatures Free and in the Wild. 

I know the political situation is despicable right now, but please do all you can to do the right 
thing and help bring these animals back from the brink of extinction.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Susie O'Keeffe
Maine

mailto:sokeeffe@coa.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Michelle Genz
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: protect the Fl Panther!
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 1:53:10 PM

Hi, David. I've lived in Florida for half a century and have yet to see a panther, despite driving
across SR 60 and 70 hundreds of times, day and night. I now live in rural Indian River County,
and I've never seen one here either. Please protect these spectacular cats.

-- 
Michelle Genz
Asst. Managing Editor
Vero Beach 32963 Newspaper
email: genz.michelle@gmail.com
mobile: 

mailto:genz.michelle@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Greg Kurtz
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the FL Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:44:56 PM

Mr Shindle,
Please keep the panther on the endangered and protected list. We must continue to preserve and protect our natural
resources for our future generations. 

Regards,

Greg Kurtz
8574 SW Sea Captain Drive
Stuart, FL 34997

Sent from my iPad

mailto:geoman8588@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mike Palumbo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:31:44 PM

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mpalumbo424@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Shirley Smith
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida panther and its habitat
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:13:30 PM

Hello, David Shindle,  My husband and I are Florida residents, and we are writing to vote to
protect the Florida panther and its habitat.  This beautiful animal is nearly extinct and must be
protected.  Thank you.  P Ross and Shirley Smith, Sun City Center, Florida

mailto:smith_shirley_ross@juno.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gary Barker
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida Panther!
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 9:32:15 PM

Please keep the Florida Panther on the Endangered list!!
Thank you,
Gary Barker
1029 McKean Circle
Winter Park, FL 32789

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:gbarx76@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Stefan Ciosici
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida Panther!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:01:13 PM

We must do whatever we can to protect the dwindling population of Florida panthers.  Legally
speaking, panthers must benefit from their status of endangered animal and they should NOT
be removed from the ESA.

Please help protect the panthers legally as much as you can.  Thank you for your efforts!

Sincerely,
Stefan Ciosici

mailto:stefan_ciosici@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Stanley Blumenthal
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:40:53 AM

mailto:cgabud1@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: David Thatcher
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:16:05 PM

Please protect the panther! How can you guys even think of reducing the protective status when by your own
estimate there are only 230 or so left? How does that justify delisting?

Don't do it!!!

David Thatcher
Boynton Beach, Florida

mailto:dbt94gt@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Donna Berger
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:03:18 PM

Protect the Florida Panther. Donna Berger

Sent from my iPad

mailto:donnae07@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Regina Kinney
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:43:50 PM

Mr. Shindle: 
My reason for this note is to respectfully request that you do everything in your power to see
that the Florida Panther remains protected to the maximum degree.
As our state animal and an amazing and beautiful creature which has been put in danger
because of human influence on its existence we owe it that.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely, 
Regina Kinney 

mailto:gizeki@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Suzanne Gladfelter
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Congressman Vern Buchanan
Subject: Protect the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:14:29 PM

Mr. Shindle -

I agree with Congressman Vern Buchanan that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service must make
sure that Florida’s state animal, the panther, remains protected under the Endangered Species
Act. Fewer than 250 panthers remain in our state and they deserve to be protected from
extinction!

Suzanne E Gladfelter
10010 Cherry Hills Avenue Cir
Bradenton, FL 34202

mailto:sgladfelter19@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:vern.buchananenews@mail.house.gov


From: Traci Kinnamon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:34:21 PM

Hello David,

Please make sure the Florida Panther remains on the endangered
species list.  This animal should not face extinction.

BR,

Traci Kinnamon
Florida Resident

mailto:traci.kinnamon@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Shelley Snyderman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:07:33 PM

Mr. Shingle,
I strongly urge you not to downgrade the laws in place to protect the Florida Panther. There has not been enough
time to insure the Florida Panther population can sustain. It is your responsibility to protect our Florida wildlife
against special interests.

Thank you,
Shelley Snyderman

5872 Snowy Egret Dr.
Sarasota, FL 34248

Shelley.casella@gmail.com

Shelley Snyderman
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:shelley.casella@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Cheryldee Huddleston
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 9:29:08 PM

Having visited Florida frequently, and aware of the danger the Florida Panther is in, I urge
you, sir to continued endangered species protections for Florida panthers.

Best,

Dr. Cheryldee Huddleston
Carmel Valley, California

mailto:cdhdoctor@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jason Pelszynski
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 17, 2017 6:56:43 PM

Dear Mr Shindle,

Continuing to protect and support the fragile population of the Florida Panther should be a
high priority.  Our state is incredibly unique in its biodiversity and our population of panthers
are adapted to the Florida lifestyle. They need to be protected from the encroachment of
unrestrained development. The state should rather be focusing on a wildlife corridor so we can
ensure a future for all things wild that makes our state what it is!

Best,
Jason Pelszynski
Green Bench Lawn Care
You deserve a gorgeous lawn.
www.greenbenchlawncare.com

mailto:jpelz2@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Wendy
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida Panther...extinction is forever!
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 11:57:25 AM

Please don’t let ranchers, developers, etc., dictate the fate of our STATE ANIMAL…it has taken over
forty years for Florida Panthers to slightly emerge from the brink of extinction, changing their status
now, from endangered to threatened could be the quick path to extinction. Please, Please, Please
keep the Florida Panther on the endangered species list. Florida’s beauty does not come from theme
parks and residential sprawl…it comes from the beauty of nature…specifically our animals, flowers,
trees, and waterways! Please don’t abandon the animals…we are their only voice! I live across from
the Wekiva State Park and am and have always been willing to share my space with the animals who
had it first! Please do the right thing! Wendy Jennings
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:wclj3230@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Lourdes Ramirez all
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:11:48 PM

Hello

We have come to a crisis in Florida.  There are very limited natural environments.

What does that have to do with panthers?  Plenty.  Our natural environment is all we have
left.  We need to protect as much as the natural environment for future generations.  One
day, future generations will be in gondolas overhead the trees looking down on the few
remaining natural areas in Florida.  They will pay for the privilege of seeing one of the few
remaining Florida panthers in the wild.  Our natural environment was a creation of balance
and the Florida panther is part of that balance.

Don't let a few greedy people take away our natural environment.  

Lourdes Ramirez
www.LourdesRamirez.net
 
 

 

mailto:LRTASK@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.lourdesramirez.net/


From: Sharon Krueger
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:01:49 PM

Please support the protection of our Panthers on the endangered species list. Florida had done
much to create the Wildlife Corridor. Let's be sure we protect the animals that use this
corridor.

mailto:krueger.sharon@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jules Robinson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:02:24 PM

Please do not change Panther protections.

Thank You,

Jules Robinson
Cel. 
11244 SW 111 Street
Miami, FL  33176 USA

mailto:capjules370@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Carol Fischer
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:40:17 PM

Please continue to protect the Florida Panther-
Thank You, Carol Fischer, Hollywood Fl. 33024

mailto:cifisch66@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lucy Cox
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 2:17:21 PM

Sent from my iPad

Do not take the Florida panther off the Endangered Species list.  Due to loss of habitat

because of development, road deaths, disease, etc. this rare and endangered cat needs

all the protection we can give it.
                                                               L. E. Cox
                                                                8850 W. Hwy. 316
                                                               Fairfield, Florida 32634

mailto:luciaecox@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Samantha Wilber
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the Panther
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 7:34:50 PM

I know one of the reasons delisting the panther is due to their similar genetic structure to regular Puma concolor.
You're not wrong, the Florida "panther" is barely even a subspecies of the regular puma, and therefore doesn't
deserve endangered listing based on genetic uniqueness alone. However, no one can argue that while the panther
may not be distinct genetically, they are certainly still distinct spatially. They deserve endangered status based on
the uniqueness of the uniqueness of the population, if nothing else.

I also know another reason to delist them is because the big cattle industry has a loud voice. I know how important
money from stakeholders like cattle ranchers is to FWC. I know how much conservation could be accomplished
from the revenue of the sale of hunting permits for the panther. I get it, I do, but the ranchers saying their livelihoods
are at stake because of the rare loss of cows to panthers are bullies. They are looking out for themselves, not for the
state, not for FWC, not for the environment. Don't listen to them, don't let them win. Protect the panther.

Samantha Wilber
801 Park St N
St. Petersburg, FL 33710
US
7273855918

mailto:samwilber@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Darby Hall
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: protect the panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 6:50:18 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

Please do not stop protecting our panthers, Darby Hall’255 Boca Ciega Point Blvd N
StPete, FL 33708
>DO NOT REMOVE FROM ENDANGERED LIST< Please
 
Darby Hall
North Florida Area Representative
LABRepCo, LLC
One Company • Many Solutions
 
101 Witmer Road, Suite 700
Horsham, PA  19044
Tel:  ext. 127
Mobile:  
Fax: 
darby.hall@labrepco.com
"Partnering With You For The Advancement of Science"
www.labrepco.com
 
 

 

mailto:darby.hall@labrepco.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:darby.hall@labrepco.com
http://www.labrepco.com/
https://www.labrepco.com/data/special-deals/documents/Panasonic_Healthcare_Current_Promotions.pdf
https://www.labrepco.com/data/special-deals/documents/NuWind-Promo-Flyer1.pdf




From: Quick Reference Publishing
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PROTECT THE PANTHER: GET RID OF ALL THE DEVELOPERS AND YOU
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 8:42:29 AM

Greetings !    I COULD PUKE......
ON YOU, YOUR AGENCY, THE GOVERNOR, AND EVERY PERSON who
keeps selling out and clear cutting, destroying MY Florida habit.
WHERE ARE YOU FROM?  BETCHA AIN'T A FLORIDA BOY....and if
you were, YOU WOULD HAVE MORE respect and your agency.
ME:  been here forever........
NAUSEATING....

You all allow permits for COVER UP BURROWING OWLS, AND CLEAR
CUTTING OLD TREES....
it's pathetic....I HOPE YOU ALL PAY A HARD 'KARMIC PRICE' for selling out
wildlife.....
your salary could not warrant these decisions...so wonder..WHAT POCKET
YOUR AGENCY IS IN?
TAKING PROTECTION FROM PANTHERS.....
are you crazy?   YES ARE YOU FOLKS CRAZY, OR PLAIN OLE DUMB?
This state is a sad state of affairs........for over 60 years I have
watched it get worse and worse....and those magnificent animals pay the
price
HOW ARE PEOPLE LIKE YOU GETTING A JOB LIKE THIS....TO
DETERMINE THE LIVES OF LESS THE 300 LIVING CREATURES....
Perhaps the Karma will be:  YOU ALL GET MAULED BY A PANTHER
AND RIPPED TO SHREDS AND THE ANIMAL VOMITS YOU UP, ON
YOUR FAMILY'S FRONT DOOR.
Enjoy the Florida sun.....the way Florida is going:  YOU ALL WILL
SCREW THAT UP TOO.

Thank you,
Susan Schaffel

 

mailto:info@quickreferencepublishing.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sean Atkinson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protect the panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:09:22 AM

David- I am writing this note to ask you to protect the Florida Panthers, there are only 230 left, how can you
possibly be considering delisting it?

Sincerely,
Sean Atkinson
Immediate Tech Support
sean@immediatetech.net

mailto:sean@immediatetech.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Tanya Kasper
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protected status of Florida panther
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 2:44:49 PM

Hello,
 
I am email today because it's absurd that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service could potentially
downgrade or eliminate the protected status of the Florida panther, consider the following:
 
For every human living in Florida, there are 0.00001117 Florida panthers in existence.
 
Florida's population grows to roughly 20.6 million and the Florida panther population has dwindled
to about 230, mostly due to habitat destruction, what with our tendency to drain and mangle the
landscape to make way for another Pizza Hut or whatever excites exurbia these days.
 
Environmentalists and animal welfare advocates say there is absolutely no scientific basis for the
proposed de-listing of Florida's official state animal.
 
The Florida Panther was first federally protected as an endangered subspecies via the Department of
the Interior in 1967, well before President Richard Nixon signed the Endangered Species Act (the
Florida panther was given protection in 1973).
 
Kate McFall of The Humane Society of the United State's Florida leg noted how the number of
panthers killed by speeding cars grows every years, and how southwest Florida, their last population
center, is the site of aggressive development.
 
"Panthers are particularly vulnerable to human threats due to their already-low numbers and
because they require large ranges," McFall wrote in a July 20 op-ed in the Bradenton Herald.
"Biologists know that the leading cause of species extinction around the world is habitat loss and
human persecution. With developers encroaching more dramatically in southwest Florida, the
panthers need the protection the Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."
 
Please reconsider making this terrible decision.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tanya Kasper
 

mailto:tkasper@newvistasolutions.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: muriel
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protecting Fl panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 12:08:14 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle:  Another panther killed on 8/26.  My reason for e-mailing you is that
the panthers should not lose its federal endangered protection.

Thank you!

Muriel A. Hallett
catlady352@aol.com

mailto:catlady352@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Germaine Hovey
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protecting Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:45:58 PM
Attachments: image003.png

Dear Mr. Shindle:
 
Please do not remove the Florida Panther from the Endangered Species
list.
At fewer than 250 documented Panthers they deserve to be protected
from extinction.
 
Best Regard,
 
Germaine T. Hovey, QKA
President
 
FULL SPECTRUM RETIREMENT PLANS, LLC

992 Tamiami Trail, Suite H-1
Port Charlotte, FL 33953

 ph
 fx

germaine@fullspectrumrp.com
 
Save Our Savings Coalition
https://www.saveoursavings.org/retirement-facts
 

      
 

mailto:germaine@fullspectrumrp.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.saveoursavings.org/retirement-facts



From: Patrisa Philips
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protecting Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:36:38 PM

Is there really much more to say?  We need to protect the animals living in our society as they cannot
help themselves.  Much of what is happening in Florida is very disturbing especially with Governor Scott
in place.  Please support and help these creatures.

mailto:patrisa1019@aim.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gary Eidet
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protecting Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:01:29 PM

Dear David,

My wife and I fully support efforts to protect Florida panthers.  Thank you for what you and Vern Buchanan do in
this regard.

Sincerely,
Gary A Eidet
Sarasota, FL

Sent from my iPad

mailto:geidet@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Wendy Dowling
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protecting Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:44:38 PM

I urge you Please, to keep our magnificient Florida Panthers on the protection list and
DO NOT downgrade their protections.

Many Panthers were hit and killed by traffic this past year, more than ever before. 
This is not helping and it is essential that they remain endangered.  Further there has
never been a critical habitat for big cats even though as an Endangered Species this
is a requirement.

Thank you.

Wendy Dowling, IRES, Broker
Coldwell Banker Residential RE
Phone:  
Fax:      
Search 1000's Homes Instantly at www.isellhomesinflorida.com
Sign Up for My Newsletter Here

Click Here for Your Latest Market Stats in Your Area!

Million Dollar Award Member
Member of Top 5 In Real Estate
International Real Estate Specialist
International Diamond Society Member
"Disclaimer Regarding Uniform Electronic Transactions Act ("UETA") (Fla. Statutes §668.50): If this communication concerns negotiation
of a contract or agreement, UETA does not apply to this communication. Contract information in this matter shall occur only with manually
affixed original signatures on original documents." 

mailto:wendydowling@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.sellandbuysarasota.com/
http://join.homeactions.net/signup/WendyDowling
http://vs-portal.sundaysky.com/nrtflorida


From: Tim Minnick
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protecting Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:08:38 PM

Hello Mr. Shindle,
As a Florida resident I strongly support protecting Florida’s state animal, the panther,
by keeping them protected under the Endangered Species Act .

- Tim Minnick
Bradenton, FL

mailto:tim.minnick@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: hertafisch@comcast.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protecting Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:56:34 PM

Thank you for helping protect our Florida Panthers!!

Herta Fischer

mailto:hertafisch@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Buron, Bonnie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protecting Florida"s Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:20:40 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle;
As a native Floridian, taxpayer, nature lover and grandmother I implore
you to act in the best interest of our remaining Florida panther
population and not allow this special animal to lose Endangered Species
protection.
I know that I do not need to quote statistics about panther mortality
rates, protest about encroachment on their shrinking habitat and
explain how that in spite of all that has been done to re-introduce the
species they are barely holding on. I know that you are very aware of all
these facts. That is why I still find it so hard to believe that  state
officials, biologists and the FWC would even consider down listing the
Florida Panther protection that it is given under the ESA.
Please do all that you can to not allow all the millions of dollars, hard
work, and no doubt blood, sweat and tears that has been invested in
trying to help this species rebound be wasted. There has been
optimistic results in the increase of panther births and sightings that
should be reason enough to continue to protect these beautiful animals
and give the species more time to gain hold in protected areas of this
state. South Florida is the jewel of the developers eye and also prime
habitat for these cats. Only through protection, enforcement and
punishment when warranted does this species have any chance of
survival.
 
Thank-you for reading my letter. Please act in the best interest of
Florida residents, tax payers and most importantly the entire
population of our beloved Florida panther.
 
Sincerely,

mailto:bburon@co.pinellas.fl.us
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


Bonnie Buron
Myakka City, FL



From: AC Palmer
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: protecting Florida"s panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 2:05:05 PM

Dear David Shindle,

Please continue to protect the Florida panthers.  With so few left, they will soon slide towards
extinction.  It's our job as humans to protect them from ourselves.

Thank you,
Anne Palmer
Sarasota, Florida

mailto:acpalmer1904@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: lisa simonton
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protecting our ENDANGERED super predators
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 10:50:00 AM

Dear David,
While you will no doubt receive many opinions to the contrary, protecting these animals has
never been more important. This is our chance to make a difference for the future. To ensure
that our wildness will thrive with a balance predators and prey. That these big cats will not just
survive but thrive. Our constant growth and development has put many already
ENDANGERED animals at risk. Wolves is a prime example of how easy their numbers can be
decimated, when not properly PROTECTED. These cats are losing their habitat, we must
ensure their survival. God gave us dominion over the animals, but also a great responsibility to
protect and care for them, to ensure their survival. Please use your influence to save countless
precious ANIMALS from certain death. Stop those who would kill these animals for simple
monetary gain.. I appreciate your consideration and know that you will protect those without a
voice. Be their voice, be mine.
Thank you, Lisa

mailto:mischiff45@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Harry Marcus
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protecting Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:10:15 PM

I urge you to continue supporting te panthers under the EndangeredSpecies Act. They are on the brink of
extinction andmust be protected.Thank you. Edith Marcus

mailto:harrysm8@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Clare Canfield
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protecting the Florida cougar
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:52:45 AM

Good morning,

As a citizen of Florida and a person with a great love of all the amazing life in Florida, I urge
you to keep the Florida cougar protections in place and this animal fully protected by the
Endangered Species Act. 

We're all here for such a short time, why not allow our species the chance to share this
beautiful world with all species? This great state has the potential to be home to such diversity
like no other state can provide. But rapid habitat destruction is threatening to turn our tropical
paradise into a concrete waste land full of roads and store fronts. There's no amount of money
in a shopping mall or golf course that can buy back ecological diversity. 

For almost 40 years I have called this beautiful state home. I've almost moved away a few
times (the heat can be a bit much), but where else in this country can I experience such
wildness, yet oneness with nature?  

My voice may not be loud, but I highly doubt I stand alone in this matter. Please stand up for
our wildlife and protect the species here.

Thank you for your time,
Clare-Anne

-- 
Clare-Anne Edwards Canfield, Ph.D.
President - The Moirai Conservation and Research Inc. 
http://www.moiraiconservation.org/
http://www.osirisgreen.com/

mailto:cedwardscanfield@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.moiraiconservation.org/
http://www.osirisgreen.com/


From: Dina Duffy
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protecting the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:43:47 PM

Please do not end endangered species status for this beautiful, iconic creature.
It's bad enough that their numbers continue to dwindle, and for Fish & Wildlife to
further
endanger them, by removing this protection is just extremely hard to believe or
justify.
Please confirm receipt of this message and I ask that you do NOT remove the little
protection
the panthers have left.
Sincerely,
Dina Duffy

mailto:dinad54@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: jannywurts@paravia.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protecting the Florida Panther/YES!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:43:22 PM

Dear David Schindle,

I am a Florida resident writing you to emphatically support keeping the strongest and most
stringent protections on our Florida Panthers, and more, begging you to throw your full
support into doing MORE to assist them to expand their range.

Their breeding population is crammed into a tiny area south of the Caloosahatchee river,
and there is PLENTY of habitat for them northwards - they need the room to expand and
breed and get out of the tight quarters where they are, currently. Gov. Scott has removed
the science from the expansion plans as of two years ago, and pulled the plug on the
science guided decisions to help them, leaving them 'on their own.'

This is short sighted for many reasons.

The population is an 'island' and needs to have the future opportunity to 'reconnect' to the
eastward expanding cougar population for genetic diversity. The gene pool of the Florida
Panther was 'rescued' once at great expense, and if these big cats can reclaim their former
range, there is the possibility they can eventually reconnect and help restore the cougar to
its former east coast range, to the benefit and health of the entire ecosystem.

The corridor connecting habitat in Florida NEEDS to be completed now, before it is too late.

Let's do all we can to preserve and see these iconic cats flourish.

They are SOLIDLY supported by the Florida license plate program - which not only pays the
salaries of the biologists for the panther and the panther program, but also, fifty percent of
those license plate fees paid by Florida residents, voluntarily, also support LAW
ENFORCEMENT in our state. Check the figures for the Florida Panther license plate and you
will quickly see that the residents of this state overwhelmingly support our STATE ANIMAL.

If you need more facts and figures regarding panthers and the overall needs of the species,
I suggest you contact Dr. Michelle LaRue at the Cougar Network, or the biologists at
Panthera Cats.org - for solid factual evidence as to why these cats deserve our protection.

If there is ANYTHING else I can do, or write to, or call, regarding this subject, please let me
know.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.
Best always,
Jan Wurts (Sarasota Florida)

mailto:jannywurts@paravia.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://cats.org/


From: Patricia
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protecting/preserving the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:41:12 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle:  I agree with Representative Vern Buchannan that the Florida Panther
should not be downgraded from endangered to threatened.  There are so few panthers
remaining in Florida that they are in danger of disappearing altogether.  
    Please make every effort to set aside and preserve what remains of their habitat.  I have
never seen one of these animals alive--only their carcasses along the road.
    Our children and grandchildren will only read about them.  Please help to protect these
animals.

Thank you for your efforts to save the species.  Patricia Bond, Bradenton

mailto:pmbond@live.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Beverly Root
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protection for Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:17:10 PM

Having lived in Florida for 65 years and seen  the very slow recovery of the panthers that
live in Florida, I am strongly in favor of keeping them in the endangered category.

Beverly Root
Bevroot2@msn.com 

Get Outlook for Android

mailto:bevroot2@msn.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://aka.ms/ghei36


From: Diana Cowans
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protection for the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:31:46 PM

Hello Mr. Shindle,

I understand that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is considering downgrading the status of
the Florida panther to from endangered to threatened. With no more than 250 panthers left
in Florida and with so many being killed on the highways, this seems to be ill-considered. We
are rapidly destroying their habitat by construction, water pollution and climate change. Once
lost, animals cannot be brought back. And I understand it is difficult to regain the endangered
status once it is lost. I would like to add my voice as a citizen who is concerned with our
wildlife and especially our state animal, to the request that the FWS reconsider and maintain
the endangered listing. I am also wondering why this change is being considered. 

Thank you,

Diana Cowans
cognitas@msn.com
P O Box 14666
Bradenton, FL 34280

@catslib 

mailto:cognitas@msn.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: T. Cardoso
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protection for the Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:29:57 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I was shocked to learn that less than 200 Florida panthers now remain, living in less than 5% of
their historic range. 

Please afford them as much protection as possible.

Sincerely,

(Ms.) Toby Cardoso

mailto:ninasfamily8@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Stuart Thomas
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: protection for the Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:34:46 AM

Dear Mr Shindle
I am an animal lover in Melbourne, Australia and I understand the American panther is
seriously threatened. I would ask you please to work toward protecting its habitat and having it
officially declared to be endangered.
Thank you for helping this wonderful animal. 
Yours sincerely  
Stuart

Dr Stuart Thomas, MBBS, FRANZCP
Consultant Psychiatrist
Adjunct Senior Lecturer, Monash University
Secretary, Australian Integrative Psychiatry Interest Group 
0419499190; stuartthomas10@icloud.com; F 03 8732 0370
Suite 7, Level 4, 118 Queen St, Melbourne,Victoria , 3000

mailto:stuartthomas10@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
tel:0419%20499%20190
mailto:stuartthomas10@icloud.com
tel:03%C2%A08678%203880
x-apple-data-detectors://2/2
x-apple-data-detectors://3/


From: Peter Saxon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protection for the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:18:07 PM

The Florida Panther needs continued protection under the provisions

of the Endangered Species Act.  In fact, given the constant attrition from

motor vehicle accidents, they need even more protection.  Please use 

your office to ensure the panther's survival.

mailto:petersaxon4@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: DONNA BANKS
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protection of Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:42:18 PM

While I was. UF Wildlife Biology student in 1974-77 I worked with The Florida Game & Fish
Commission on the panther recovery project.   My part was to follow up calls that people had
seen panthers, look for scar and take impressions of prints so as to determine whether or not it
had been a Florida Panther.   

When I see the destruction of habitat in Florida,  it always reminds me of those impressive
panthers that. Red space to roam.   Please do not allow their endangered status to be lifted.
Someone in the state of Florida needs to stand up for native wildlife.  It is more important than
any politician realizes. 
Sincerely,
Donna Wooding Banks 

Sent from XFINITY Connect Mobile App

mailto:ericanddonna@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: nnf cvc
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protection of Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 12:22:32 PM

Dear, David Shindle

I am writing this letter to give my opinion on whether Florida Panther protection rules should be changed.
According to the Sun sentinel Editorial, Panthers have been killed by drivers, and there is little to no space left for
them; due to the fact that buildings are being constructed. All of these are reason's why there is less and less
Panthers in Florida. Federal Officials need to change these rules to stop these animals from possibily becoming
extinct in the future. If no rules are changed or considered, then the future of Panthers will be in danger. More room
needs to be made, and respect needs to be shown to help the Panthers survive, and not feel threatened. Please take
this in consideration.

Sincerely, Maribel Vega.

mailto:nnfcvc@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: christine peniaranda
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protection of Panthers under Endangered Species Act
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 4:24:53 PM

Please do the right thing and protect your state's Panthers and All animals, wild and domestic. 
Thank you and God Bless.

mailto:fourmustangs111@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Bryanna Santelli
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protection of panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 4:37:12 PM

Good afternoon, I am Bryanna Santelli from Hialeah Gardens High School and I would like it to be regarded that the
protection over Florida's panthers should remain the same due to the lack of their territory and breeding. I believe it
is important that the panthers grow a little more in population before they are downgraded to the threatened
category. I would love to hear back from you! Thank you and have a great day!

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:marshmallow.bs02@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: latampina1@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protection of the FL Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:32:52 PM

I want to express my fervent hope and desire that the FL Panther continue to be listed on the Endangered
Species list.

This FL native large cat was heroically brought back from the brink of extinction not that long ago by
dedicated & concerned State of 
FL officials.....maybe from the very agency which you, yourself serve, Mr. Shindle.

I read with concern, horror & sadness a recent newspaper article which stated that in 2016 the number of
FL panther deaths numbered 42
with 32 having been run over on the highways!  I suppose the rest were killed by ranchers or farmers---
even though it is illegal to kill
an animal which is protected by the state . This extremely high number of FL Panthers killed tied the
number that were killed in 2015!

How, Mr. Shindle, can the FL Fish & Wildlife Service even consider taking away this magnificent animal's
endangered status knowing
the extremely high number of them which perish from accidents (and other causes) every year?!  It
makes no sense!  

The state of FL has already decimated the FL panther's natural habitat which makes it exceedingly
difficult for it to live & thrive in the state----and now
the FL Fish & Wildlife Service wants to take away the little bit protection which it has?!!  Taking away it's
Endangered Species protection will most certainly 
lead to this animal's decimation and subsequent certain extinction---if, in addition to the high numbers
already killed on the highways hunters, 
farmers and ranchers are allowed to legally kill them too!!  Haven't there been enough animal  extinctions
in the last decades already?   Do we have to
contribute to the worldwide problem of animal extinction by taking away the FL panther's legal protection
too? I certainly think NOT!

DO YOUR JOB, Mr. Shindle! PROTECT the precious little wildlife that still manages to live in FL----
despite overwhelming odds and obstacles ----like urban sprawl,
speeding cars and other obstacles to it's survival.  PROTECT THE FLORIDA PANTHER!!!

Floridians who love Florida's wildlife want to see this magnificent animal not only survive----- but to thrive
here as well,  and for this to happen it MUST CONTINUE TO 
BE PROTECTED under it's ENDANGERED SPECIES STATUS!

Lorraine Parrino
604 Ontario Av.
Tampa, FL  33606

mailto:latampina1@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Laura Wazen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protection of the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:16:07 PM

Dear Mr Shindle,

I understand that you have a say in the Wildlife Protection Act for the Florida Panther.

I am strongly supportive of protecting the panther, and other wildlife that create the unique
place that we call Florida.  Please do everything that you can to to protect this animal, and the
other animals covered by this act.

Thank you,

Dr. Laura Wazen
Sarasota, Florida. 

mailto:laurawazen@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: judysmoses@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: protection of wildlife in Fl.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:37:21 PM

Mr. Schindle,
   Please consider continued protection of wildlife that i found in Sarasota. heaven knows that these
animals need all of the protection they can get from the wild west of Fl. Thank you in advance. Julia
Moses

mailto:judysmoses@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: stugottgia@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protection status of the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:36:14 AM

Email: david_shindle@fws.gov
Florida Wildlife
Service                                                                                                      
                    US Fish and Wildlife Service
 
I would like to emphatically express my opposition to delist or reduce
the protection status of the Florida Panther as an Endangered Species.
There has been no scientific evidence that the current estimate of 240
individual panthers in Florida is sufficient to sustain or increase the
population in number. In fact, information from current publications
indicates that more panther deaths are occurring on Florida roads,
averaging 3 per month in the past year, than documented births.
Anecdotal sightings of panthers should not be misconstrued as
evidence of an increased population. Such sightings are to be expected
with shrinking of panther habitat caused by development associated
with an expending population, now approximating 20.6 million people.
There is no statistical evidence presented that the panther population
expansion is the cause of such sightings.
 
The Florida Panthers were put on the Endangered Species list in 1967,
yet without strong protection and management this population
diminished to 20 to 30 individuals. The current population of
approximately 240 individuals illustrates the importance of strong
protective legislation and scientifically based breeding and management
plans.

As part of the rapidly expanding Eastward development, I further believe
that the lessening of protective status for the Florida Panther will result
in diminished oversight and decreased restriction of sales involving
critical habitat located in the Southwest region of the state, toward the
Big Cypress Swamp and Everglades where the current panther
population is concentrated. This would provide financial benefit to large
landholders but will severely intrude on the remaining habitat critical to
panther survival. It seems likely that in the future, water intrusion by
increasing sea levels will also further contribute to habitat loss. The loss
of critical habitat results also in greater proximity of breeding individuals,
inbreeding with consequent lack of genetic diversity and subsequent
decline in health and vigor of the panther population. The restriction in
critical habitat and importantly, possible migration to the North is also
obstructed by expanding commercial and home development and the
Caloossahatchee River which presents a potent physical barrier to the

mailto:stugottgia@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


panther’s Northward migration in search of habitat and food. If one
examines maps of panther distribution and mortality, it is evident that
concentrations of mortality follows roadways East to West and North to
South contained within the areas of concentration panthers inhibiting
free movement of panthers, causing significant mortality and effectively
further limiting access to critical habitat. Recently (2017) a lone female
has apparently been identified North of the Caloossahatchee R. While
most attempts to physically move individuals North from the Southwest
area have been unsuccessful, it would seem that provision of an
unobstructed corridor to the North might might provide a greater
probability of success for access of individuals into areas in which
habitat is thought adequate for panther survival.

Under the current Recovery Plan established in 2008, the “Service will
consider delisting the panther when three populations of at least 240
individuals each have been established, and sufficient habitat to
support these populations is secured in the long term”. I see no
documented evidence that these performance criteria have been met or
changed.

As a longtime resident of Florida, I believe that it is our obligation to to
“protect and preserve” the rich biologic diversity which we have inherited
and which characterizes and distinguishes our State. The Florida
Panther is a highly valued part of that diversity and in many ways a
powerful, visible symbol of Florida and our environmental challenges. If
we ignore this, we ignore our responsibilities as stewards of this
inheritance, to our children and grandchildren and to ourselves as
human beings. I will be interested in following the outcome of your
deliberations.

I appreciate this opportunity to voice my opinion and sincerely hope that
the Federal government and the USFWS will maintain the Endangered
Species status for the Florida Panther.

Sincerely,
Stuart Gottlieb, MD & Dianne Gottlieb
  



From: MiLawOff@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Protections for Florida panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:48:20 PM

Mr. Shindler:
 
I am writing to you regarding protections for Florida panthers. I am an attorney in
Washington State and I am a former chairperson of the Washington State Bar
Association's Animal Law Section. My comments are my own and do not represent
the views of either the Bar Association or the Animal Law Section.
 
I have read that as few as 120 Florida panthers remain in Florida. They live in less
than 5% of their historic range. Currently, thousands of acres in prime panther habitat
are under review for development and mining. Florida panthers are the
state animal, and they are currently listed as an endangered species. Right now
there is pressure from developers, ranchers, and hunters to downlist or even delist the
species.
 
Now that "Corporations are people too" and since the Supreme Court's decision in
Citizens United, it appears that the government is working for private interests and not
for the public or for the protection of the ecosystem. I am sure that you are aware of
recent public polls that show the American public has increasing distrust of the way in
which the government operates. Allowing developers, ranchers, and hunters to
override the public will is not in keeping with the public interest and I hope you will
continue the existing protections for the Florida panther, as the US Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) conducts its 5-year review of the panther’s status. Sadly, based on
thirty years of practicing law, I have found that Fish and Wildlife agencies take the
position that their job is to help ranchers, hunters and other groups in order to assure
that animals are used to maximize the making of money. I hope this is not the case
with the Florida panthers.
 
Cheryl C. Mitchell
Mitchell Law Office
24 W. Augusta Ave.
Spokane, WA 99205
Phone 
email: MiLawOff@aol.com
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From: Ira W. Cotton
To: David_Shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Public comment on Florida panther"s endangered status
Date: Thursday, August 3, 2017 11:10:20 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle - I understand that you are accepting public comment on whether the Florida
panther's endangered species status should be removed.

I am writing in favor of REMOVING the Florida panther's endangered status for reasons I
detail below.

First, let me introduce myself. I am a U.S. and Florida citizen, a full-time Florida resident, and
a voter. I hold a doctorate in Business Administration where I learned how to analyze and
make inferences from incomplete data. I am also a hunter and a conservationist, and have
learned much during my 20+ years of hunting about the dynamics of wild animal populations.

Panther populations are limited by habitat and food sources. When these are abundant,
populations expand rapidly until they overload the resources, leading to fierce competition
marked by animals being expelled from natural habitat and forced to prey unnaturally on pets
and livestock. Left unmanaged, populations swing from boom to a self-correcting bust, and
back again. 

I believe there is adequate evidence that the panther herd in south Florida is self-sustaining but
has exceeded the holding capacity of its available habitat and natural food sources. During the
four years that I have lived in Florida, the "official" estimate of the number of panthers has
never varied. Yet during that period, we have witnessed increased panther deaths from
automobiles and other panthers, diminished abundance of prey (mainly deer and small
mammals) in the habitat, and increased sightings in populated areas. One panther was even
found in the back yard of a Naples home!

Some groups call for curtailment of new roads and development in south Florida, but that is
politically unacceptable. The panther population here will have to live within the available
resources, which means that the herd will need be thinned from time to time. All across
America, wildlife agencies have found that hunting, either by professionals or by limited
public hunting, is the most effective method for managing animal populations. Where this
occurs, both predator and prey species thrive. However, until the endangered status of south
Florida panthers is removed, the size of the herd cannot be managed.

The south Florida panther population is demonstrably self-sustaining and no longer
endangered, except by overpopulation. Removing them from endangered status will be a mark
of success. Allowing the herd to be managed will ensure this success continues in the future.

Thank you and the FWS for considering my comments.

Dr. Ira W. Cotton
3685 Pleasant Springs Drive
Naples, Florida 34119

mailto:iwcotton@centurylink.net
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From: bradfeb88@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Public Comment regarding ESA review Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:45:33 PM

Dear Mr. David Shindle,

Regarding the USFWS Endangered Species Act status review of the Florida Panther,

I am writing you on August 28, 2017 to provide my public comment containing what I know
is extremely important information essential for you to consider as you/your agency conducts
a standard review of Florida Panthers current legal protections in the ESA.

First I would like to point out that I am a USFWS volunteer at Arthur Marshall Loxahatchee
NWR.

I have spent most of my life observing and photographing wildlife throughout South Florida
and in the Everglades.

Working for Refuge manager and project leader Rolf Olsen has been a great honor.

Even though there are no Panthers in the ARM Loxahatchee Refuge that we know of, I often
receive questions and concerns from refuge visitors regarding the ESA review of Florida
Panthers. Guests are often concerned that increased development – commercial and residential
housing in SW Florida would spell doom for Florida Panthers in the future. I also have very
grave concerns that ongoing plans for major development projects in Collier County could
pose immediate threats to the chances of Florida Panthers surviving in the wild in healthy
numbers with vitality for the future.

Overall, the most important new information I need to provide for you sir is that it has come to
my attention that there is a clandestine coalition of ranchers and sport hunters led in part by a
facebook user by the name of “MIKE ELM” who are hoping to influence USFWS to delist
Panthers so that cattle ranchers and sport hunters will be able to achieve hunting Florida
Panthers in the future. “MIKE ELM” and his cohorts operate a facebook page titled “the
panthers of south florida” and these organizers openly celebrate Panther road kill incidents and
are apparently openly discussing their desire to hunt panthers in the future if protections in
ESA are lifted and if FWC takes over management of Panthers. Also, the FWC vice
chairperson is a cattle ranch operator who has spoken openly about hoping for restrictions on
Panther hunts be lifted in the future. FWC disgracefully released a policy paper recently
stating that Panthers have exceeded carrying capacity in their range. Biologist Darrell Land
stated that such statements are not scientifically based. The FWC – influence by the cattle
industry cannot be allowed to manage Panthers in Florida or Panthers will most certainly be
hunted.

As I began to write, I realized that mentioning my findings regarding MIKE ELM and his
cohorts in the SW Florida sport hunting community and the known public information on
FWC VICE CHAIR and her stated desires to reduce Panther numbers in critical Panther
habitat are exactly the important information you must consider in a public comment review.

I am a concerned citizen writing you to try to provide essential information regarding the
clearly stated intentions of hunting/ranching groups who wish to completely derail and
obliterate any accomplishment of Federal management of Panthers in the past and the ongoing
hopes for Panther vitality in Florida in the future.

If Panthers lose ESA protections and are delisted or changed from endangered to threatened
this process will almost certainly be a doomsday scenario for Florida Panthers as more
development also will become imminent – more roads, more housing, less critical habitat set

mailto:bradfeb88@aol.com
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aside and ultimately the existing Florida Panthers will face imminent danger of extinction
from ranching/sport hunting groups who will be aided in their hopes and dreams to shoot
Panthers by FWC who is ready to immediately push for population controls via hunting
permits issued to sports hunters and take permits issued to ranch owners.

Please you must know that removing any protecting or degrading the current protections
Panthers receive is to throw away decades of work by USFWS to help Panthers rebound and is
to literally sign the death warrant for Panthers throughout SW Florida. I truly hope in my heart
that Florida Panthers will receive the maximum protections possible through the ESA. Please
maintain maximum protections for Panthers, sir.

Mr. David Shindle,

Good luck as you work on this important matter.

Best regards,

Bradley Rosendorf – Proud USFWS Volunteer and resident of Florida 25 years



From: Mia Schmitt
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT: Enhanced Protection For Florida Panther PLEASE.
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 2:56:38 PM

Mr. Shindle: As a citizen of Florida I am concerned that protections for the endangered FLORIDA PANTHER are
being threatened. Please instead, increase, rather than erode these protections. Please keep me posted with regard to
this issue. I am following it. Thank you. Mia.

"Go out into the woods. Sit under a big old tree. Feel the wind on your face, 'till it changes how you see."

mailto:miashawn2014@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Michelle Kroskey
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Public Comment: FL Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 7:57:24 AM

In case you're wondering whether or not it's absurd that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service could potentially downgrade or eliminate the protected status of the Florida
panther, consider the following:

For every human living in Florida, there are 0.00001117 Florida panthers in existence.

Florida's population grows to roughly 20.6 million and the Florida panther population
has dwindled to about 230, mostly due to habitat destruction, what with our tendency
to drain and mangle the landscape to make way for another Pizza Hut or whatever
excites exurbia these days.

Environmentalists and animal welfare advocates say there is absolutely no scientific
basis for the proposed de-listing of Florida's official state animal.

The Florida Panther was first federally protected as an endangered subspecies via
the Department of the Interior in 1967, well before President Richard Nixon signed the
Endangered Species Act (the Florida panther was given protection in 1973).

Kate McFall of The Humane Society of the United State's Florida leg noted how the
number of panthers killed by speeding cars grows every years, and how southwest
Florida, their last population center, is the site of aggressive development.

"Panthers are particularly vulnerable to human threats due to their already-low
numbers and because they require large ranges," McFall wrote in a July 20 op-ed in
the Bradenton Herald. "Biologists know that the leading cause of species extinction
around the world is habitat loss and human persecution. With developers encroaching
more dramatically in southwest Florida, the panthers need the protection the
Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."

Adding insult to injury is the fact that Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission officials looked into making it OK to "take" (read: kill) panthers that
encroached on human territory (as if the inverse weren't the problem).

- Michelle Kroskey

mailto:mtkroskey@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
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From: Brittany Figueroa
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Public Input for Florida Panthers" Endangered Status Review
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:52:50 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

The Florida panther still deserves endangered species protection.  With evidence of female
panther's north of the Caloosahatchee, it reveals that the endangered panther breeding range
has expanded outside of southwest Florida.

This movement is imperative for the species’ population growth and the public must be
educated on how to safely coexist with them.  These northern communities may be unaware
of their potential impacts on the panther, unlike the acclimated communities of southwest
Florida where the panther population has been concentrated for so long.  Especially since
vehicle collisions and habitat loss are the main causes of panther deaths.

If the Florida panther remains an endangered species, this unique mammal has the chance to
finally reach a second breeding population with protection.  It is time for Florida to step-up
and use this opportunity to assist in the preservation of the Florida panther, which can
simultaneously help preserve natural resources.  Please assist Floridians by keeping the Florida
panther as an endangered species.  

The Florida Panther Recovery Implementation Team (PRIT) has done a fantastic job at
collaborating with the community and other stakeholders.  They have worked very hard to
educate the public and find other alternatives in planning.  I think the PRIT will continue to
excel and reach new recovery methods that others can use around the country.  

Please keep the Florida panther as an endangered species.

Sincerely,
Brittany Figueroa  

mailto:bf09@my.fsu.edu
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From: SkysBlue .
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: puma
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 3:40:42 PM

You guys should keep the 230 pumas left and try to continue the breed of pumas. Pumas are
my favorite animal in my opinions i love this animal. Pumas were once almost impossible to
find now they are easier to find so we should keep then in our food web and see how it goes.
My idea for the puma is to keep the puma and not kill them to have properties we have enough
space.

mailto:ruizdevin321@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marta Williams
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: re delisting the Fl panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 6:37:06 AM

There are no grounds for delisting the Florida panther. Instead efforts should be made to retain and
restore its habitat. This animal is in severe danger of extinction if not protected.
 
No to any delisting effort. Instead control human encroachment on the panthers. The panthers are
not encroaching … it is the other way round.
 
Sincerely
 
Marta Williams
 

mailto:marta@martawilliams.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Johanna Griese
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Re Florida panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:59:13 PM

Good afternoon 

I am a Florida voter and I would like the panthers to remain on the endangered species act. 
Floridas wildlife is precious and needs to be protected.

Thank you 

Johanna 

mailto:johannagriese@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marilyn Stollon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Re Panther Protections
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 5:29:24 PM

Please do not remove, change, or alter the protections for the Florida Panthers. I have followed their development
over the years as the ecology has changed in the area, and how they have barely kept their numbers. They need land
to roam. Do not change their endangered status please. So many animals have gone extinct, it does not take much.

Sincerely,

Marilyn Stollon
12 Eldridge Court
Kensington, CA 94707

mailto:mstollon@sonic.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Richard Gray
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Re. Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 8:52:11 AM

Sirs,

I feel I must register my concern in reference to the Florida panther. As a result of being from rural New England I
had spent a great deal of my time hunting studying Animals. This activity has created within me a desire to protect
the wildlife in the United States and other countries.  I know we have failed miserably at attempting to control the
human population and how it is affecting our country. The panther needs space and we are taking its domain away.  
This beautiful animal must be protected. It falls upon your shoulders and the people employed by us to protect them.

Please, do what you can to protect this endangered species.

RichardGray BA MBA ADGS

Sent from my iPad

mailto:rgray1801@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: richard beach
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: RE: Florida Panther Endangered Species Designation
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 12:20:35 PM

Please keep the Florida Panther on the Endangered Species List.  It is the Florida State Animal.  In the 
early 1990s, there were about 30 Florida Panthers in Florida.  Today there are only about 200 Florida 
Panthers.  This is due in large part to the protection offered by its Endangered Species designation.  
Florida’s population of 20 million people continues to pose multiple threats to the Florida Panther 
including habitat loss, poaching, disease, and highway traffic fatalities.  

The Florida Panther needs to continue to be protected by its Federal Endangered Species 
designation as it struggles to survive in its natural habitat.  Please do not let its future be the same as 
that of the Dusky Seaside Sparrow.  Thank you for your consideration.

Richard Beach
Orlando, FL

mailto:rabeach1@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jamaka Petzak
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: RE: KEEPING THE FLORIDA PANTHER LISTED
Date: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 3:41:38 PM

Dear Dr. Shindle:

I am writing in support of keeping the Florida Panther listed.  As Florida's
state animal, beloved by not only the State's residents but many others
domestically and globally, the Florida Panther is acknowledged by most
taxonomists as being a distinct and separate species from the mountain
lion, and with only 200 or so Florida Panthers remaining, it is absolutely
crucial that they be kept listed.

Efforts by members of special interest groups to delist and hunt the Florida
Panther to extinction must be thwarted at every turn, legally.  Those
developers wishing to extirpate these magnificent cats so that they will no
longer hamper their avaricious schemes must also be stopped
immediately.  Florida is being developed to death, literally; and while
many come from all over the world to partake of the amusement parks
and other venues currently so popular, Florida's coffers are not
insignificantly increased as well by those who delight in viewing,
photographing and experiencing your State's unique climate, topography,
and diverse species.  Any effort to destroy any of these must be opposed.

Thank you.

J.N. Petzak
jmuhjacat@att.net
 
 

mailto:jmuhjacat@att.net
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From: amber crooks
To: "David Shindle (david_shindle@fws.gov)"
Cc: nicole johnson; "Jason Totoiu"; "Haley Stewart (hstewart@humanesociety.org)"; "Jacki Lopez"; "ALISON KELLY

(AKELLY@NRDC.ORG)"; "Christina Scaringe (christinascaringe@ad-international.org)"; "Jennifer Leon";
""cmclaughlin@npca.org" (cmclaughlin@npca.org)"

Subject: RE: Comment letter regarding the 5 Year Status Review of the Florida panther
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 6:21:21 PM
Attachments: 5 Year Status_Florida Panther_08.25.17_Group letter UPDATED.pdf

Dear Mr. Shindle,
 
Please see the UPDATED version of our comments on the 5 Year Status Review. If you have any
questions, please let us know.
 
Sincerely,

Amber Crooks
Amber Crooks, Senior Environmental Policy Specialist
Conservancy of Southwest Florida
1495 Smith Preserve Way
Naples, FL 34102

 ext. 286
amberc@conservancy.org
www.conservancy.org

Protecting Southwest Florida’s unique natural 
environment and quality of life…now and forever.
 
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
 

From: amber crooks 
Sent: Friday, August 25, 2017 5:27 PM
To: David Shindle (david_shindle@fws.gov)
Cc: nicole johnson; 'Jason Totoiu'; Haley Stewart (hstewart@humanesociety.org); 'Jacki Lopez'; ALISON
KELLY (AKELLY@NRDC.ORG); Christina Scaringe (christinascaringe@ad-international.org); Jennifer Leon;
'cmclaughlin@npca.org' (cmclaughlin@npca.org)
Subject: Comment letter regarding the 5 Year Status Review of the Florida panther
 
Dear Mr. Shindle,
 
On behalf of the Conservancy of Southwest Florida, Everglades Law Center, Humane Society of the
United States, Center for Biological Diversity, Natural Resources Defense Council, Animal Defenders
International, National Parks Conservation Association, and Big Cat Rescue, please see the attached
letter regarding the USFWS 5-Year Status Review of the Florida panther.
 

mailto:amberc@conservancy.org
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:nicolej@conservancy.org
mailto:jason@evergladeslaw.org
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mailto:cmclaughlin@npca.org
mailto:amberc@conservancy.org
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http://www.conservancy.org/
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August 25, 2017 
 
Mr. David Shindle 
South Florida Ecological Services Field Office 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
12085 State Road 29  
South Immokalee, FL 34142 
 


RE: 5-Year Status Review of the Florida panther (Puma concolor coryi) [FWS-R4-ES-2017-
N024; FXES11130900000C2-178-FF09E32000] 
 
Dear Mr. Shindle,  
 


As the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) conducts its five-year review of the Florida 
panther,1 the undersigned organizations write to provide the best available science relevant to the 
ongoing threats to Florida panther survival. The Florida panther has been an essential part of 
Florida indigenous ecosystems for millennia. As our state mammal –selected by students in 
1982- the panther needs continued protection at the highest level in order for our natural heritage 
to persist into perpetuity against intensified threats of habitat loss and its associated impacts, 
increased human population and interactions, genetic isolation, and other factors. These enduring 
threats continue to warrant listing of the Florida panther as endangered.  


 
Further, the best available science regarding panther recovery establishes that reclassification 


to threatened status should only be considered if there are two viable populations of at least 240 
adults and subadults for at least twelve years, in addition to other criterion related to habitat and 


                                                           
1 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants 5-Year Status Review of 23 
Southeastern Species, 82 Fed. Reg. 29916 (June 30, 2017). 
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corridor connections.2 For delisting, three populations of 240 panthers are needed. The latest 
population estimate of 120 to 230 adult and subadult panthers3, if accurate, is not enough to even 
constitute even one viable population.  
  


As demonstrated by this letter, there is scientific support to continue to list the Florida 
panther as a subspecies, as it is currently recognized. However, even if the FWS were to find that 
the Florida panther is not a distinct subspecies, the evidence overwhelmingly supports a finding 
that the Florida panther qualifies as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) of Puma concolor. If 
the FWS pursues a listing as a DPS, it should do so concurrently to avoid any lapse in protected 
coverage. We respectfully request that the FWS fully consider the following information in their 
review of this important endangered species. 


 
I. Summary of Florida Panther Biology  


 
Since the last 5-Year Status Review in 2009,4 substantial new information about panther 


biology, population trends, distribution, abundance, demographics, and genetics has been made 
available, as described herein. 


  
Population abundance, densities, and demographics 


 
In February 2017, the FWS and Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 


released the paper “Determining the Size of the Florida Panther Population” estimating the 
current population at 120-230 adult and sub-adult individuals, excluding kittens.5 This document 
acknowledged that counting panthers is difficult and that the estimate “can’t be categorized as a 
scientific population estimate” due to “sampling effort, imperfect detection of animals, or 
provide a margin of error.”6  


 
The lower bound of the most recent 2017 population estimation (120 panthers) is based on 


the most recent minimum count from 2015.7 Continuing to obtain a minimum count, at least 
every other year, is important as the agencies vet the reliability of other methods. The top range 
of the estimate is based on applying a density of panthers from select sampling units within the 
Primary Zone to the entire Primary Zone.8 While all Primary Zone panther habitat is equally 
important to the survival and recovery of the panther, particularly in regards to maintaining 
spatial extent, not all Primary Zone acres would likely contain the same density of cats. 
McClintock et al., 20159 states that the panther population likely never exceeded 150 individuals 


                                                           
2 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2008. Florida Panther Recovery Plan, Third Revision. P. x, 79-87. 
3 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 2017. Determining the Size of the Florida Panther 
Population. 
4 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2009. Florida Panther 5-Year Review: Summary and Evaluation. 
5 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 2017. Determining the Size of the Florida Panther 
Population.  
6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 
8 Ibid. 
9 McClintock et al., 2015. Endangered Florida Panther Population Size Determined from Public Reports of Motor 
Vehicle Collision Mortalities. Journal of Applied Ecology, Vol. 52, P. 893-901. 
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in their assessment of data from 2000 through 2012,10 and that “progress associated with 
recovery of critically endangered animals should preferably rely on conservative measures of 
population estimates or lower bounds, especially when data are sparse due to the challenges of 
monitoring rare species.”11  


 
Further, Johnson et al., 2010,12 states that while the panther population appears to be 


increasing, “ongoing density-dependent factors (related to limited and decreasing habitat 
availability) and stochastic events will continue to regulate population growth, requiring 
continued commitments to identify and maintain additional quality habitat to preserve Florida 
panther evolutionary potential for the long term.”13 Habitat loss and possible saturation south of 
the Caloosahatchee River -acknowledging that Thatcher et al. believe the lands north of the 
Caloosahatchee would support about 36 panthers14- needs to be contemplated by the FWS, along 
with this additional information related to species biology. 


 
Regarding survival rates, Hostetler et al., 2009,15 found that the overall annual survival rate 


of Florida panther kittens to one year of age was about 33 percent.16 The survival rate of kittens 
to adulthood at around age three17 would presumably be even lower. 


 
Taxonomy and Genetics of the Panther 


 
Researchers have examined the genetics of the Florida panther on several occasions since the 


1990s.  In 1990, O’Brien et al. used mitochondrial DNA and nuclear markers to find the 
existence of two distinct genetic stocks with concordant morphological phenotypes.18 The 
researchers found a population of panthers in southwestern Florida that descended from 
historical Puma concolor coryi.19 Another population segment in southeastern Florida, appeared 
to have evolved in South or Central America, which was accounted for by the release of seven 
captive animals into Everglades National Park between 1957 and 1967.20 


 
A decade later, Culver et al., 2000 performed a molecular genetic analysis of the American 


puma (Puma concolor).21 Using three mitochondrial sequences and ten microsatellite loci from 
biological samples collected from 315 pumas throughout the range, the researchers concluded 


                                                           
10 Ibid. P. 893. 
11 Ibid. P. 900. Citing Miller & Waits, 2003 and Mills, 2007. 
12 Johnson et al., 2010. Genetic Restoration of the Florida Panther. Science, Vol. 329, 1641. DOI: 
10.1126/science.1192891. 
13 Ibid. P. 1644. 
14 Thatcher et al., 2009. A Habitat Assessment for Florida Panther Population Expansion into Central Florida. J 
Mammal, 90 (4): 918-925, doi: 10.1644/08-MAMM-A-219.1. 
15 Hostetler et al., 2009. Population Ecology of the Florida Panther. Final Report submitted to Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. December 31, 2009. 
16 Ibid. P. 2. 
17 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2008. Florida Panther Recovery Plan, Third Revision. P. 16. 
18 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2009. Florida Panther 5 Year Review: Summary and Evaluation. Citing O’Brien 
et al. 
19 Ibid. P. 8-9. 
20 Ibid. P. 9. 
21 Culver et al., 2000. Genomic Ancestry of the American Puma (Puma concolor). Journal of Heredity, 91, 186-197. 







4 
 


that they could not confirm the previous classification of 32 subspecies.22  Based on subspecific 
criteria suggested by O’Brien and Mayr they recognized six subspecies of puma and suggested 
that all North American individuals be reclassified as a single subspecies (P. c. cougar).23  
Culver et al., however, also determined that the Florida panther was one of several smaller 
populations that had unique features, the number of polymorphic microsatellite loci and amount 
of variation were lower, and it was highly inbred (with eight fixed loci).24 


 
In 2009, the FWS considered Culver et al. in its 5-year review of the Florida panther and 


explained:  
 
The degree to which the scientific community has accepted the use of genetics in puma 
taxonomy is not resolved at this time. The existing Florida panther population represents 
the last remaining population of Puma in the eastern United States, and is therefore 
important to the genetic representation for pumas in North America. Additional research 
is needed to understand genetic and morphological similarities and differences of puma 
across North America. The Florida panther is listed under the ESA and any change in its 
listing status based on best available science would require completing the formal 
rulemaking process pursuant to the ESA. The panther and its habitat continue to receive 
ESA protections.25 
 


Since Culver’s findings in 2000 and the FWS 2009 5-Year Review, scientists have made 
additional information about the use of genetics in puma taxonomy available. Nearly ten years 
after the Culver study, Hostetler, et al. utilized a model-based clustering method that 
demonstrated the contemporary Florida panther population was significantly differentiated from 
Texas and western cougars.26  Even with advancements in genetic research, however, experts in 
taxonomy and systematics have further cautioned against an over-reliance on DNA barcoding 
and phylogenetics for taxonomic delineations.27 Instead, a holistic approach that also considers 
morphology, behavior, ecology, biogeography, and other factors should be employed.28  


 
As explained in greater detail below, the best available science supports a finding that the 


FWS should maintain the current classification for Florida panthers as endangered subspecies 
under the ESA.  However, if the FWS were to conclude that the Florida panther is no longer a 
subspecies of Puma concolor, it should undoubtedly be listed as an endangered DPS. 


 
 


                                                           
22 Ibid. P. 196. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid.  
25 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2009. Florida Panther 5 Year Review: Summary and Evaluation. 
P. 10-11. 
26 Hostetler et al., 2009. Population Ecology of the Florida Panther, Final Report Submitted to The Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Dec. 31, 2009. 
27 Rubinoff, 2006. Utility of Mitochondrial DNA Barcodes in Species Conservation. Con. Bio., 20(4): 1026-1033; 
Rubinoff & Holland, 2005. Between Two Extremes: Mitochondrial DNA is Neither the Panacea Nor the Nemesis of 
Phylogenetic and Taxonomic Inference, Syst. Biol. 54(6):952-961. 
28 Rubinoff & Holland, 2005; Will, et al. The Perils of DNA Barcoding and the Need for Integrative Taxonomy, Syst. 
Biol. 54(5):844-851. 
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Culver et al.(2000) Methods and Subsequent Advancements in Genetic Research 


Of the 315 pumas from which biological samples were collected, only six (6) living panthers 
in Florida were included in the study.29 Culver et al. found reduced levels of microsatellite 
variation compared to other North American subspecies, noting that the reduction may reflect 
evidence for historic inbreeding “but may also result from small sample size.”30 The Culver et al. 
study must be considered in view of these limitations; indeed, more recent research has 
demonstrated that at least 25-30 individuals are required from a single population to obtain 
accurate and reliable estimates from allele-frequency based analyses.31 Furthermore, 
microsatellites are representative of genetic changes in the most recent generations that were 
sampled and thus incapable of elucidating historical evolutionary changes that cause speciation. 
More informative genomic markers, such as single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs), 
substantially outperform both maternally inherited mitochondrial DNC and microsatellite 
markers, and have been recently used to reevaluate subspecies designs and phylogenetics of 
another large carnivore, the American black bear.32 


 
In addition to the above issues, alternative methods for identifying genetic structuring have 


been developed since the Culver study was published seventeen years ago. In the same year the 
Culver et al. study was published, Pritchard et al. published a paper on their development of a 
Bayesian clustering method to identify genetic clusters.33 Since then, researchers have relied on 
this Bayesian clustering method and similar techniques (e.g. BAPS) to reliably delineate 
populations and admixture among populations across both homogeneous and fragmented 
landscapes.34 As discussed below, researchers at the University of Florida (UF) and FWC more 
recently utilized a Bayesian clustering via STRUCTURE to identify substantial population 
structure and differentiation among Florida panthers, Texas cougars, and thirdly, western 
cougars. 


 
Research by Hostetler, et al. (2009) 
 


In 2009, researchers with FWC and UF submitted a final report to the FWS, which estimated 
demographic parameters for the Florida panther.35 The study examined in part the influence of 
the 1995 genetic introgression program involving the release of 8 female Texas cougars to the 


                                                           
29 Culver et al., 2000. Genomic Ancestry of the American Puma (Puma concolor). Journal of Heredity, 91. P. 188. 
30 Ibid. P. 192.   
31 Hale et al., 2012. Sampling for Microsatellite-Based Population Genetic Studies: 25 to 30 Individuals Per 
Population Is Enough To. PLoS One 7(9): e45170,doiL10.1371/journal.pone.0045170. 
32 Puckett et al., 2015. Phylogeographic Analysis of American Black Bears (Ursus americanus) Suggest Four 
Glacial Refugia and Complex Patterns of Postglacial Admixture. Mol. Biol. Evol., 32(9): 2238-2530. 
Doi:10.1093/molbev/msv114. 
33 Pritchard et al., 2000. Inference of Population Structure Using Multilocus Genotype Data.  Genetics 155:945-959. 
34 Bohling et al., 2013. Evaluating the Ability of Bayesian Clustering Methods to Detect Hybridization and 
Introgression Using an Empirical Red Wolf Data Set. Mol. Ecol. 22: 74-86; Corander & Marttinen, 2006. Bayesian 
Identification of Admixture Events using Multilocus Molecular Markers. Mol. Ecol. 15(10):2833-43.; Randi et al., 
2001.  Genetic Identification of Wild and Domestic Cats (Felis silverstris) and Their Hybrids Using Bayesian 
Clustering Methods. Mol. Biol. Evol. 18(9):1679-1693. 
35 Hostetler et al., 2009. Population Ecology of the Florida Panther, Final Report Submitted to The Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Dec. 31, 2009. 
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population.36 As part of their study, Hostetler, et al. extracted DNA from blood and tissue 
samples collected from wild-caught panthers and captive pumas in south Florida and west Texas 
between 1981 and 2006.37 They amplified and scored 23 microsatellite loci38and using 
STRUCTURE they identified populations or genetic clusters to estimate the genetic origin of 
individual cats based on microsatellite allele frequencies.39 The analysis also permitted 
estimating the proportion of genetic contribution from each population based on the level of 
admixture present within and among individuals.40 Based on the results of the STRUCTURE 
analysis, along with pedigree results and field evidence, the researchers assigned panthers to 
three groups that reflected the genetic makeup of the south Florida population.41 These groups 
consisted of: (1) pre-introgression type panthers, (2) F1 admixed panthers, and (3) other admixed 
panthers.42 The pre-introgression type panthers represent the genotypes present on the landscape 
prior to the introgression program;43 this group consisted of non-admixed Florida panthers and 
panthers that showed no evidence of non-Florida genotypes.44 In other words, there were no 
direct non-Florida relatives or less than 10 percent non-Florida genetic contribution based on the 
STRUCTURE analysis.45 Further, even with genetic restoration, Florida panthers continue to 
still cluster into their own subset, away from Texas and western subsets.46 


 
Research by Ochoa et al. (2017) 
 


In February 2017, Ochoa et al., released a study regarding mitogenomics and the Florida 
panther.47 The study performed analysis of admixed Florida panthers. The study identified 5 
haplotypes, including one haplotype (Pco2) that was native to Florida. Haplotype Pco2 was 
separately identified from other haplotypes that originated in Costa Rica/Panama (Pco1), Texas 
(Pco3 and Pco4), and another from an undetermined origin (Pco5).48 This study appears to 
suggest similar findings in unpublished materials that find this species has DNA markers that are 
distinct and specific to the Florida panther. 


 
The Role of Genetics in Taxonomy 
 


Even with advancements in genetic research, taxonomists have cautioned against the over-
reliance of genetics in making phylogenetic inferences.49 In particular, the role of mitochondrial 


                                                           
36 Ibid. P.3. 
37 Ibid. P. 131. 
38 Ibid. 
39 Ibid. P. 132. 
40 Ibid. 
41 Ibid. 
42 Ibid. 
43 Ibid. 
44 Ibid. 
45 Ibid. 
46 D. Onorato, personal communication, August 8, 2017.  
47 Ochoa et al., 2017. Evolutionary and Functional Mitogenetics Association With the Genetic Restoration of the 
Florida Panther. Journal of Heredity, 1-7. Doi: 10.1093/jhered/esx015. 
48 Ibid. 
49 Rubinoff, 2006. Utility of Mitochondrial DNA Barcodes in Species Conservation. Con. Bio., 20(4): 1026-1033; 
Rubinoff & Holland, 2005. Between Two Extremes: Mitochondrial DNA is Neither the Panacea Nor the Nemesis of 
Phylogenetic and Taxonomic Inference. Syst. Biol. 54(6):952-961. 
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DNA sequencing in taxonomy and phylogenetic inference has spurred debate as studies revealed 
that individual gene and species phylogenetic trees are not always congruent,50 and there are 
often discrepancies between nuclear and mitochondrial DNA inheritance patterns.51 Some have 
contended that DNA “barcoding” can identify all life, some have cautioned against its use in 
some taxa, and some have questioned its usefulness for any study of systematics.52 Many 
researchers have concluded that DNA sequencing can be a useful tool, but it cannot be the only 
tool. As Will & Rubinoff explain: 


 
Research in the field of speciation has indicted that there are a multitude of different 
biological and historical conditions that may or may not ultimately lead to lineage 
divergence or reticulation. What defines “species” is an intractable debate that cannot be 
resolved satisfactorily using part of a single gene.  No single process or pattern can define 
or identify all species, and no single character set can adequately track and therefore 
reliably recognize most species.  This is especially true for closely related species, where 
taxa are in the process of diverging or recently diverged and are frequently represented by 
incomplete genomic sorting.53   
 


Therefore, DNA sequencing must be used as part of a more holistic, integrated approach 
where mitochondrial and nuclear DNA analysis is used in conjunction with morphological, 
behavioral, ecological, biogeographical, and other considerations.54  


 
In their study of listing subspecies under the ESA, Haig et al. explained that while 


“molecular genetic techniques will continue to be useful for evaluating subspecies 
designations…[i]t is important to recognize that although these tools excel at exploring historic 
reproductive isolation, they usually do not directly address adaptive divergence.”55 Haig et al. go 
on to explain that “all else being equal, species with high dispersal rates will have fewer 
subspecies identified via molecular markers than species with lower rates of dispersal. 
Consequently, they will generally require additional information beyond molecular markers to 
justify designation of subspecies, such as evidence of local adaptation in spite of ongoing gene 
flow.”56 Because adaptive divergence can occur despite gene flow, it is important to use multiple 
sources of information when evaluating a taxon’s status.57 “Higher levels of confidence can be 


                                                           
50 Ibid.; Avise, 2004. Molecular Markers, Natural History and Evolution, 2nd Edition. Sinauer Associates, 
Sunderland, Massachusetts.  
51 Rubinoff & Holland, 2005. Between Two Extremes: Mitochondrial DNA is Neither the Panacea Nor the Nemesis 
of Phylogenetic and Taxonomic Inference. Syst. Biol. 54(6):952-961.; Funk & Omland, 2003. Species-Level 
Paraphyly and Polyphyly: Frequency, Causes, and Consequences, With Insights from Mitochondrial DNA. Ann. 
Rev. Ecol. Syt. 34:397-423. 
52 Rubinoff & Holland, 2005. Between Two Extremes: Mitochondrial DNA is Neither the Panacea Nor the Nemesis 
of Phylogenetic and Taxonomic Inference. Syst. Biol. 54(6):952-961. 
53 Will & Rubinoff, 2004. Myth of the Molecule: DNA Barcodes For Species Cannot Replace Morphology for 
Identification and Classification, Cladistics 20:47-55. 
54 Rubinoff & Holland, 2005. Between Two Extremes: Mitochondrial DNA is Neither the Panacea Nor the Nemesis 
of Phylogenetic and Taxonomic Inference. Syst. Biol. 54(6):952-961; Mishler & Wheeler. The perils of DNA 
Barcoding and the Need for Integrative Taxonomy, Syst. Biol. 54(5):844-851. 
55 Haig et al., 2006. Taxonomic Considerations in Listing Subspecies Under the U.S. Endangered Species Act, Con. 
Bio. 20(6): 1584-1594. 
56 Ibid. P. 1591. 
57 Ibid.  
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obtained in classifications based on the concurrence of multiple morphological, molecular, 
ecological, behavioral, and/or physiological characters.”58 Indeed, where researchers have 
utilized multiple criteria, they have confirmed that many subspecies are evolutionarily definable 
entities.59  


 
The most recent Florida Panther Recovery Plan also recognizes that “a considerable amount 


of work is still required before a consensus can be reached regarding felid systematics and the 
consensus must involve both morphological and molecular work.”60 “A consensus molecular, 
morphological, and ethological classification scheme would provide a framework for 
conservation programs and will become increasingly important as wild populations become 
smaller and increasingly isolated.”61 The FWS reiterated these sentiments in its 2015 proposed 
rule to delist the eastern cougar from the ESA.  In continuing to recognize the eastern cougar as a 
subspecies, the FWS explained: 


 
There is ongoing debate about the taxonomic assignment of puma subspecies, including 
the question as to whether North American pumas comprise a single subspecies or 
multiple subspecies. In particular, there has been disagreement about whether the 
scientific community should accept the use of genetics as the driving factor in puma 
taxonomy, as was done by Culver et al. (2000, entire). The Service’s position is that until 
a comprehensive evaluation of the subspecies status of North American pumas, including 
genetic, morphometric, and behavioral analyses, is completed, the best available 
information continues to support the assignment of the eastern taxon to Puma concolor 
couguar as distinct from other North American subspecies.62   


 
We therefore submit–consistent with the prior position of FWS- that genetics is just one 


factor the FWS should consider in its evaluation of the taxonomic status of the Florida panther 
and there is not enough evidence at this time for the FWS to conclude that the panther is not a 
subspecies of Puma concolor.  Additional research is needed before “a comprehensive 
evaluation…including genetic, morphometric, and behavioral analyses” will have been 
completed.63 More research is also identified as a need in the IUCN Special Issue.64 


 
Subspecies are defined as “groups of individuals that mostly share morphological and 


molecular characteristics that distinguish them from other individuals within a species and that 
occupy a distinct part of the geographical range of the species.”65 The IUCN Special Issue noted 
that morphological indicators supporting the Puma concolor couguar subspecies as identified in 


                                                           
58 Ibid. 
59 Ibid.   
60 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2008. Florida Panther Recovery Plan, Third Revision. P. 7. 
61  Ibid. 
62 Department of Interior, Fish & Wildlife Service, 2015. Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 
Removing Eastern Puma (=Cougar) from the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife, Proposed Rule, 
80 Fed. Reg. 34595, 3459. June 17, 2015. 
63 Ibid. 
64 IUCN, 2017. A Revised Taxonomy of the Felidae. Cat Specialist Group. Special Issue 11, Winter 2017. This 
document stated that while there were correlated evidence on data from closely related species, “further research 
required.” 
65 Ibid. 
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Culver et al. were not as prevalent as the molecular evidence. Morphological traits and other 
factors, as discussed below, provide additional support for continuing to classify the Florida 
panther as a subspecies of Puma concolor warranting protection as endangered under the ESA.  


 
However, even if the FWS were to find that the Florida panther is not a subspecies, the 


evidence, as applied to the FWS DPS Policy,66 overwhelmingly supports a finding that the 
Florida panther qualifies as a DPS. 


 
Morphological, Physiological, and Geographical/Natural History Characteristics 
 


In its 2009 5-Year Review, the FWS listed several criteria identified by O’Brien and Mayr 
for subspecies classification. “Following their criteria, a subspecies includes members that share 
a unique geographic range or habitat, a group of phylogenetically concordant phenotypic 
characters, and a unique natural history relative to other subdivisions of the species.”67  


 
Studies of the morphological traits of Florida panthers have long supported classification as a 


subspecies. These studies include Nelson & Goldman, Young & Goldman, and Wilkins et al.68 
Wilkins et al. quantified and re-evaluated characters previously used to describe Puma concolor 
coryi. All historical specimens and specimens from the southeastern United States collected were 
examined for pelage color, cranial profile and proportions and other morphological traits and 
compared to a sample of other North America and South America specimens. Wilkins et al. 
found that Puma concolor coryi appeared to be well defined based on pelage markings, color, 
and the cranial profile. Among other features, the cats had inflated nasals, which distinguished 
them from others.  This was consistent with the findings of Goldman, 1946. Wilkins et al. 1997, 
concluded “[t]he Florida panther exhibits a combination of unique and shared characters that are 
measurable and quantifiable” and the “morphotype remains relatively unchanged from the early 
historic specimens of the late 1800s in spite of a possible introgression with another form.”69 The 
Wilkins et al. study did not examine the genetic restoration program the FWS began in 1995.  


 
In 2013, Finn et al. studied the impact genetic restoration efforts had on cranial morphology 


of Florida Panthers.70 They examined the arched nasal profile identified as a morphologically 
unique trait of Florida panthers and discussed how “morphology played a pivotal role in the 


                                                           
66 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Marine Fisheries Service, 1996. Policy Regarding the Recognition of 
Distinct Vertebrate Population Segments Under the Endangered Species Act, Notice of Policy, 61 Fed. Reg. 4722. 
Feb. 7, 1996 (“DPS Policy”). 
67 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2009. Florida Panther 5 Year Review: Summary and Evaluation. 
P. 8. 
68 Nelson & Goldman, 1929. List of Pumas With Three Described as New.  Journal of Mammalogy 10:345-350; 
Young & Goldman, 1946. The Puma, Mysterious American Cat. American Wildlife Institute, Washington, D.C.; 
Wilkins et al., 1997. The Florida Panther Puma Concolor Coryi: A morphological investigation of the subspecies 
with a comparison to other North and South American cougars. Bulletin of the Florida Museum of Natural History 
40:221-269. 
69 Wilkins et al., 1997. The Florida Panther Puma Concolor Coryi: A morphological investigation of the subspecies 
with a comparison to other North and South American cougars. Bulletin of the Florida Museum of Natural History 
40:221-269. 
70 Finn et al., 2013. The Impact of Genetic Restoration on Cranial Morphology of Florida Panthers. Journal of 
Mammology, 94(5): 1037-1047. 
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historic delineation of the subspecies P. c. coryi.”71 Studying panther crania from both pre- and 
post-genetic restoration panthers, Finn et al. found that neither through historical gene flow with 
the Texas subspecies72 or as a result of genetic restoration73 has this feature unique to the Florida 
panther been diminished. The researchers explained, “whether we view differences from a 
genetic (ancestry) or temporal (era) perspective, these skull morphology measures have not 
changed significantly as a result of genetic restoration.”74 Admixed panthers retain similar 
morphology to nonadmixed panthers.75 Finn et al. concluded “the genetic restoration did not 
significantly alter the skull morphology or change the uniqueness of the Florida panther.”76 
These morphological findings of continue to support listing the Florida panther as a subspecies 
under the ESA. 


 
Other studies since the last 5-Year Review provide additional evidence that there may be, 


population and demographic differences between non-admixed Florida panthers, admixed 
panthers, and western cougars. Florida panther kitten survival rate was found to be “lower than 
those reported for western North American populations of pumas.”77 Sollmann, et al., 2013, 
found that density for Florida panther (even as it has increased over time), is far less than found 
for Central and South American pumas where density ranges from 1 to 7 individuals per 100 
km2.78 


 
Additionally, Florida panthers have a unique geographic range and habitat. The Florida 


panther once ranged across the southeastern United States.79 As people exterminated puma in 
eastern North America, the only population that remained was in peninsular Florida. These 
panthers became isolated from other puma populations, eliminating gene flow. The lack of gene 
flow coupled with a small panther population size resulted in a high rate of inbreeding and a loss 
of genetic diversity in the 20th century.80 With the increased frequency of individual cats 
exhibiting physiological abnormalities in the late 1980s and early 1990s, the FWS released eight 
Texas puma in south Florida in 1995, five of which produced a total of 20 offspring.81 The 
genetic rescue of the Florida panther was found to be successful.82  


 
While genetic restoration efforts helped increase population size, improve genetic integrity,  


and increase dispersal,83 the Florida panther occurs in a tiny fraction (5%) of its once large 


                                                           
71 Ibid. P. 1042. 
72 Ibid. P. 1039. 
73 Ibid. P. 1043. 
74 Ibid. P. 1043. 
75 Ibid P. 1044. 
76 Ibid. P. 1045. 
77 Hostetler et al., 2010. Genetic introgression and the survival of Florida panther kittens. Biological Conservation, 
143, 2789-2796, p. 2794. 
78 Sollmann et al., 2013. Using Multiple Data Sources Provides Density Estimates for Endangered Florida Panther. 
J. Applied Ecology, 50, 961-968, doi: 10.111/1365-2664.12098. 
79 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2008. Florida Panther Recovery Plan, Third Revision. P. 12. 
80 Ibid. P. 9. 
81 Ibid. P. 10. 
82 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2009. Florida Panther 5 Year Review: Summary and Evaluation. 
P. 9. 
83 Ibid. P. 19. 
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historical range.84 Despite intensive searches, no reproducing populations of panthers have been 
found outside of south/south-central Florida. Until recently, there was no evidence of breeding 
females north of the Caloosahatchee River since the 1970s.85  


 
In 2011, the FWS declared the eastern cougar extinct and in 2015 proposed to remove the 


subspecies from the ESA.86 Reproduction of the Florida panther is also largely confined to a 
portion of peninsular Florida in Collier, Lee, Hendry, Miami-Dade, and Monroe counties south 
of the Caloosahatchee River.87 Only this year have researchers documented panther kittens north 
of the Caloosahatchee River - the first time since 1973.88 While some animals have crossed the 
Caloosahatchee in recent years, “given the many other substantial barriers to dispersal, it is 
considered highly unlikely that Florida panthers are dispersing out of Florida with enough 
frequency to establish populations elsewhere in the Southeast, although adequate prey and 
habitat are available in Georgia.”89 The existing Florida panther population represents the last 
remaining population of Puma in the eastern United States, and is therefore critical to the genetic 
representation for pumas in North America.90  


 
Distinct Population Segment 


 
Under the ESA, the FWS may list as threatened or endangered a vertebrate wildlife species, 


subspecies, or DPS.91 Even if the FWS were to determine that the Florida panther is not a 
subspecies of Puma concolor, it would undoubtedly qualify as an Endangered DPS under the 
ESA. In 1996, the FWS issued a joint policy with the National Marine Fisheries Service 
interpreting the term “Distinct Population Segment” for the purpose of listing, delisting, and 
reclassifying species under the Act.92 The DPS Policy identifies three elements necessary to 
designate a vertebrate population as a DPS: 1) the “discreteness of the population in relation to 
the remainder of the species to which it belongs;” 2) the “significance of the population segment 
to the species to which it belongs;” and 3) the “population segment’s conservation status in 
relation to the Act’s standards for listing (i.e. is the population segment, when treated as if it 
were a species, endangered or threatened?).”93 As explained below, the Florida panther clearly 
qualifies as a discrete and significant population segment that is endangered. Therefore, should 


                                                           
84 Frakes et al., 2015. Landscape Analysis of Adult Florida Panther Habitat. PLoS ONE 10.7: 1-18. 
85 Ibid. 
86 Department of Interior, Fish & Wildlife Service, Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Removing 
Eastern Puma (=Cougar) from the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife, Proposed Rule, 80 Fed. Reg. 
34595-34605. June 17, 2015. 
87 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2008. Florida Panther Recovery Plan, Third Revision. P. 13. 
88 Pittman, 2017. Florida Panther Kittens Found North of Caloosahatchee River for First Time in Decades. March 
27, 2017. Accessed at http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/wildlife/florida-panther-kittens-found-north-of-
caloosahatchee-river-for-first-time/2318043. 
89 80 Fed. Reg. 34603. 
90 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2008. Florida Panther Recovery Plan, Third Revision. P. 12; Culver et al., 2000. 
Genomic Ancestry of the American Puma (Puma concolor). Journal of Heredity, 91. P. 10. 
91 16 U.S.C. §1532(16)(defining “species” to include “any subspecies of fish or wildlife or plants, and any distinct 
population segment of any species of vertebrate fish or wildlife which interbreeds when mature”). 
92 Policy Regarding the Recognition of Distinct Population Segments Under the Endangered Species Act, 61 Fed. 
Reg. 4721. Feb. 7, 1996. 
93 61 Fed. Reg. 4725 (emphasis added). 
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the FWS find that it no longer qualifies as a subspecies of Puma concolor, it nevertheless 
warrants continued and uninterrupted listing under the ESA as a DPS. 


  
Discreteness 


 
According to the FWS DPS Policy, a species is considered “discrete” if, in relevant part, it is 


“markedly separated from other populations” because of “physical, physiological, ecological, or 
behavioral factors.”94 Under this test, a population need not have “absolute reproductive 
isolation” to be recognized as discrete.95 In fact, on several recent occasions the FWS has 
identified a discrete DPS even where limited contact with other populations was documented.96 


 
The Florida panther is “markedly separated from other populations” because of “physical” 


factors under this standard.97 With the exception of the occasional dispersing male into southern 
Georgia, the population is limited to peninsular Florida.98 The Florida panther population is 
approximately 1,000 miles from the nearest Puma concolor stanleyana in Texas, which is well 
beyond the maximum dispersal distance of any Florida panther.99 


 
Even within Florida, the population is almost entirely limited to areas south of the 


Caloosahatchee River. As noted earlier, reproduction of the Florida panther is largely confined to 
Collier, Lee, Hendry, Miami-Dade, and Monroe counties south of the Caloosahatchee River.100 
The river, along with heavily trafficked roads, intense land uses, and lack of suitable habitat, can 
pose physical and ecological barriers to panthers dispersing northward.101 As Thatcher et al. 
documented, human-made structures can serve as significant barriers to panther movement.102 
Most panthers, particularly females, do not explore areas north of Okaloacoochee Slough far 
                                                           
94 Ibid. P. 4725. 
95 Ibid. P. 4724. 
96 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2008. Final Rule Designating the Northern Rocky Mountain Population of Gray 
Wolf as a Distinct Population Segment and Removing This Distinct Population Segment From the Federal List of 
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife, 73 Fed. Reg. 10,514-01. Feb. 27, 2008; US Fish and Wildlife Service, 2007. 
90-day Finding on a Petition To List the Yellowstone National Park Bison Herd as Endangered, 72 Fed.Reg. 45,717, 
45,718. Aug. 15, 2007; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2003. 12-Month Finding for a Petition To List the Lower 
Kootenai River Burbot as Threatened or Endangered, 68 Fed.Reg. 11,574, 11,577. Mar. 11, 2003. 
97 DPS Policy, 61 Fed. Reg. at 4725. 
98 Incidents of Florida panthers dispersing outside of peninsular Florida are exceedingly rare. In 2011, a Georgia 
hunter was find $2,000 and sentenced to two years probation for killing a Florida panther in south Georgia. See 
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/sfl-george-man-sentenced-for-shooting-florida-panther-20110824-story.html. 
This appears to be the only incident in recent years of a Florida panther documented outside the state (based on 
DNA analysis). See https://www.fws.gov/southeast/news/2009/08/troup-county-panther-was-a-florida-panther-
wildlife-csi-high-tech-genetic-testing-used-to-determine-cat-s-parentage/. 
99 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2008. Florida Panther Recovery Plan, Third Revision. P. 18. Research by Maehr 
et al. 2002 found the maximum dispersal distance recorded for a young male Florida panther to be 139.2 miles or 
224.1 kilometers with a secondary dispersal distance of 145 miles or 233 kilometers. A Florida panther was shot in 
Troup County, Georgia, about 500 miles from the current established breeding range.  
100 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2008. Florida Panther Recovery Plan, Third Revision. P.13.; Julian, 2011. Home 
Range Dynamics of Female Florida Panthers in Response to Kitten Production. Florida Scientist. 74(4): 215-223 
(stating that the current breeding population is restricted to an area of approximately 10,000km2 in southern 
Florida). 
101 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2008. Florida Panther Recovery Plan, Third Revision. P. 19, 183. 
102 Thatcher et al., 2009. A Habitat Assessment for Florida Panther Population Expansion into Central Florida. J. 
Mammal. 90(4): 918-925. 
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enough to reach the Caloosahatchee River as agricultural and urban land use immediately south 
of the river likely impedes panther movements.103 These land uses call into question the 
likelihood that a sufficient number of females will expand into central Florida. Fei et al. further 
noted that most development in South Florida is likely to occur along an east-west axis between 
Ft. Myers and West Palm Beach, thus reducing or halting further panther colonization northward 
and severing important escape routes to higher elevations (in the midst of sea level rise), such as 
the Lake Wales Ridge in the middle of the peninsula.104 


 
This evidence shows that the Florida panther population is “discrete” from other Puma 


concolor populations in the United States because it is “markedly separated” from such 
populations due to well-documented “physical” factors.105 The Florida panther’s isolation on the 
southern Florida peninsula and rarity of dispersals north of the Caloosahatchee River -let alone 
north of the state boundary- would satisfy even a much stricter standard for discreteness than the 
FWS has adopted in the DPS policy. 


 
Significance 
 


A population is considered “significant” based on, but not limited to, the following factors: 
(1) “persistence of the discrete population segment in an ecological setting unusual or unique for 
the taxon;” (2) “evidence that loss of the discrete population segment would result in a 
significant gap in the range of a taxon;” (3) “evidence that the discrete population segment 
represents the only surviving natural occurrence of a taxon that may be more abundant elsewhere 
as an introduced population outside its historical range;” or (4) “evidence that the discrete 
population segment differs markedly in its genetic characteristics.”106  


 
Were the FWS to determine that the best available science no longer supports a subspecies 


level listing, the Florida panther would quality as a “significant” population segment of Puma 
concolor under these factors. First, the Florida panther occurs almost exclusively in “an 
ecological setting unusual or unique for the taxon”107 - the Everglades and southern coastal plain 
ecoregions, which comprise one of the only subtropical regions in the lower 48 states. The 
Everglades and southern coastal plain have unique vegetation communities, soil and climate.108 
These ecoregions contain cypress swamp, pinelands, hardwood swamp, and upland hardwood 
forests, which are the habitat types “most selected by panthers.”109 Dense, understory vegetation, 
comprised of saw palmetto (Serenoa repens) “provides some of the most important resting and 
denning cover for panthers,”110 with Shindle et al. finding 73% of panther dens were in palmetto 
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thickets.111 Serenoa repens occurs naturally throughout Florida, with limited occurrence 
elsewhere in the southern coastal plain. 
 


Second, the Florida panther is the last population of panthers in the entirety of the eastern 
United States, such that “the loss of the [Florida population] would result in a significant gap in 
the range” of the broader taxon.112 The Eastern cougar was declared extinct by the FWS in 2015, 
leaving the Florida panther as the sole surviving Puma concolor population east of the 
Mississippi River. The nearest population of Puma concolor is found in Texas, and as discussed 
earlier, is not within range of any dispersing male panthers, eliminating any possibility at this 
time of natural admixture. Accordingly, the loss of the Florida panther would result in a 
significant gap in the range of Puma concolor. 


 
Third, the Florida panther “differs markedly in its genetic characteristics” as compared to 


other Puma concolor populations and/or subspecies.113 There is evidence of both genetic and 
morphological discontinuity. As explained earlier, a more recent genetics analysis by researchers 
at FWC and UF yielded distinct clusters for Texas, western, and Florida panthers. Further, Finn 
et al. and Wilkes et al. point to Florida panthers possessing unique cranial features. These 
features include a skull that has a broad, flat, frontal region, and broad, high-arched or upward-
expanded nasal bones.114 Wilkes et al. found the cranial morphology and pelage color to remain 
distinct even after the introduction of eight female pumas from Texas in 1995. Culver et al. also 
found that Florida panthers are one of several smaller populations that have “unique features.”  


  
Conservation Status 
 


As described throughout this letter, the Florida panther remains an endangered species based 
on population status and ongoing threats. Current population estimates are between 120-230 
individuals, excluding kittens.115 While this is certainly an improvement since the species was 
listed in 1967, there is a long way to go before downlisting is warranted under the Florida 
Panther Recovery Plan. As mentioned below, the best available science indicates that for the 
subspecies to even be considered for down-listing from its current status of endangered, there 
must be two (2) viable populations of at least 240 individuals (adults and subadults).116 These 
populations must be established and subsequently maintained for a minimum of twelve years 
(two panther generations).117 Moreover, sufficient habitat quality, quantity, and spatial 
configuration to support these populations must be retained and protected or secured for the 
long-term.118 In addition, for de-listing to be considered, there must be three viable, self-
sustaining populations of at least 240 individuals (adults and subadults) that have been 
established and subsequently maintained for a minimum of twelve years.119 Similar to down-


                                                           
111 Ibid. 
112 DPS Policy, 61 Fed. Reg. at 4725. 
113 DPS Policy, 61 Fed. Reg. at 4725. 
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listing, sufficient habitat quality, quantity, and spatial configuration to support these populations 
must be retained and protected or secured for the long-term.120 Exchange of individuals and gene 
flow among subpopulations must also be natural.121  


 
The Recovery Plan goals have not been met for the purposes of even considering down-


listing, let alone de-listing. At best, current population estimates still fall short of qualifying as 
one of two viable populations that must be established and maintained for the FWS to even 
consider down-listing the species from endangered to threatened. In addition, the expansion of a 
population outside of South/South-Central Florida has not been achieved (recovery objective 
#2).122   


 
As further explained below, the species also face continued threats from vehicle collisions 


and habitat loss and fragmentation fueled by a rapidly expanding human population123 which 
now exceeds 20 million residents, increasing by approximately 1,000 new residents moving to 
the state every day.124  


 
South Florida lost over 1.8 million acres of forest between 1935 and 1995 and gained 11,000 


miles of public roads in just twelve years (1991-2003).125 Gross et al. found panther habitat 
shrinking at a rate of 1% per year and noted that if that trend continues, over 15% of all 
remaining panther habitat will vanish in 25 years.126 Frakes et al. recently developed a model 
based on collected data to predict the distribution of suitable panther breeding habitat remaining 
in Florida south of the Caloosahatchee River.127 The model identified 5,579 km2 of suitable 
breeding habitat remaining in southern Florida; 1399 km2 (25%) of this habitat is in non-
protected private ownership. Frakes et al. found: 


 
This population may already be at or close to carrying capacity, yet the panther 
population is probably below what is required for long-term genetic viability. Therefore, 
protection of the remaining breeding habitat in south Florida is essential to the survival 
and recovery of the subspecies and should receive the highest priority by regulatory 
agencies. Further loss of adult panther habitat is likely to reduce the prospects for 
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survival of the existing population, and decrease the probability of natural expansion of 
the population into south-central Florida.128 


 
Because there is less panther habitat remaining than previously thought, this study 


recommends that all remaining breeding habitat in south Florida should be maintained, and the 
current panther range should be expanded into south-central Florida.  


 
Road-related mortalities are a leading cause of known panther mortality,129 and continue to 


rise.130 According to FWC, 59% of all known panther mortalities are from collisions with 
automobiles.131 The number of collisions has increased significantly since 2000, with an all-time 
high of 34 panthers killed on Florida roads in 2016.132 Citing a 2006 population distribution 
study by Zwick and Carr, Hostetler, et al. noted that road mortalities were unlikely to subside 
given projected human population growth and an imminent increase in traffic volumes.133 


 
At the same time, funding for Florida Forever (the state’s premier land conservation 


program) was slashed by 94% between 2008 and 2015.134 Florida Forever received zero funding 
in the 2017 legislative session.135 Despite overwhelming popular support for Amendment 1 
(which passed by about 75% of the Florida voters in 2014), land acquisition has only received a 
mere $10 million dollars for the Rural and Family Lands program in 2017.  


 
In addition, there have been significant changes to the state’s growth management laws since 


the FWS last reviewed the status of the Florida panther.  Many provisions of Florida’s Growth 
Management Act of 1985 were repealed and/or amended in 2011.  Most notable perhaps is that 
any state challenge to local government comprehensive plans or plan amendments (including 
amendments that propose or amend a sector plan), must specifically state how the plan or plan 
amendment will adversely impact an “important state resource or facility” (a term not defined in 
the Florida statutes).136 It appears this determination is at the discretion of the Florida 
Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO). It is possible that many important panther habitats, 
particularly those that do not occur within or near state parks or other public lands (to the extent 
that state parks or other public lands would be considered important state resources or facilities), 
could arbitrarily be excluded from the meaning of “important state resource or facility.”  


 
Since the last 5-year Status Review, Florida’s state legislature amended Florida’s laws 


regarding developments of regional impact (DRIs). The law now exempts several types of uses 
from the DRI process including many industrial, multiuse projects, new solid mineral mines, and 
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any proposed addition to, expansion of, or change to an existing mineral mine.137 The Florida 
Panther Recovery Plan identifies urbanization, residential development, and mining and mineral 
exploration as specific threats to the species.138  
  


The best available science does not support the reclassification of the Florida panther as 
merely one of many populations of Puma concolor rather than a separate subspecies. 
Nevertheless, should the FWS reach the conclusion that it cannot maintain the current subspecies 
listing, ESA protections must remain in place because the Florida panther meets the longstanding 
definition of a DPS and that DPS is on the brink of extinction. 
 


II. Summary of Habitat Conditions 
 


Since the last 5-Year Status Review in 2009,139 there have been substantial changes in 
panther habitat conditions, including regarding amount, distribution, and suitability.  


 
The FWS habitat assessment methodology and Section 7 ESA analyses are currently based 


on the habitat zones identified by Kautz et al., 2006.140 The Primary, Secondary, and Dispersal 
habitat zones are essential to long-term viability, survival, and recovery of the species. The area 
defined as the Primary Zone is the minimum “space to support a population that is barely viable 
demographically as long as the habitat base remains stable.”141 The Secondary Zone area is 
important to accommodate an expanding panther population, and the Dispersal Zone area is 
important to facilitate dispersal north of the Caloosahatchee River.142 The study also states that 
to prevent loss of viability, conservation efforts should allow no net loss of landscape function or 
carrying capacity of the Primary Zone or throughout the range of the panther.143 Loss may occur 
if areal extent of habitat within the Primary Zone is reduced, if habitat base is reduced or 
degraded, with land use intensification, or if landscape fragmentation occurs.144  


 
Additional panther habitat science by Frakes et al became available in 2015.145 This study 


was not intended to replace the Kautz et al., 2006 study, and focuses on identifying “adult 
breeding habitat.” Frakes et al. modeled 5579 km2 of suitable breeding habitat that remain in 
southern Florida, concluding: “less panther habitat remaining than previously thought.”146 The 
study found that when human density increased to only 10 people per km2, that there was a 
marked decrease in probability of panther use, even if the habitat surrounding the human 
presence was good panther habitat otherwise.147 At 50 people per km2, the use of the area by 
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panthers decreased by half.148 The study found similar results regarding density of roads. For 
example, an area with no roads was about twice as likely to support adult panthers than an area 
with a density of 5 km of roads.149  


 
Frakes et al., 2015 states that “since human population and roads generally occur together, 


the combined impact of increased roads and increased population density in residential 
developments, even low density developments, is predicted to be large.”150 The hopeful news of 
breeding females north of the Caloosahatchee, acknowledged by the agencies in March 2017, 
does not diminish the findings of Frakes et al., that “there is not enough adult panther (breeding) 
habitat remaining in south Florida to maintain one genetically viable population” and therefore, 
“protection of the remaining breeding habitat in south Florida is essential to the survival and… 
must be maintained.”151  


 
To date, neither Kautz et al., 2006, nor Frakes et al., 2015, has been fully implemented in the 


FWS regulatory methodology to adequately protect Florida panther habitat. Kautz et al. stated 
that:  


When adverse land uses within the Primary Zone are unavailable, affected lands should 
be compensated by the restoration or enhancement of habitat that maintains or increases 
the potential carrying capacity for panthers elsewhere within the Primary Zone. In 
addition, maintaining the total areal extent of the Primary Zone may require expanding 
the boundaries of the zone in appropriate locations (e.g. into the Secondary Zone adjacent 
to protected habitat within the Primary Zone) to compensate for loss of area. In such 
cases, lower quality areas should be restored to land cover types and landscape 
configurations that promote healthy prey densities, connectivity, and habitat context to 
compliment conservation efforts within the Primary Zone.152  


 
The FWS has not limited development in Primary Zone habitat, and, further the regulatory 


methodology does not consider areal extent or restoration of Secondary Zone in its compensation 
considerations to meet the expectations of the Section 7 ESA process. Further, Frakes et al., 
2015, found that the current methodology is flawed and overestimates the value of non-Primary 
Zone lands.153 For over 10 years, Secondary Zone lands utilized as mitigation have been valued 
at 69% of the value of Primary Zone lands; however, the Frakes study found that there is “little 
value” in these areas, and that the mitigation lands provided in compensation for impacts has 
been inadequate.154 


 


                                                           
148 Ibid. 
149 Ibid. 
150 Ibid. P. 11. 
151 Ibid. P. 1 and 15. 
152 Kautz et al., 2006. How Much is Enough? Landscape Scale Conservation for the Florida Panther. Biological 
Conservation, 130, P. 131. 
153 Frakes et al., 2015. Landscape Analysis of Adult Florida Panther Habitat. PLoS ONE, 10(7): e0133044. DOI: 
10.1371/journal.pone.0133044. P. 15. 
154 Ibid. 







19 
 


Over a five-year period from 2008 to 2013, FWS has not objected to the loss of 27,659 acres 
in Florida panther habitat.155 Since 1977, the FWS has not objective to 155,284 acres of 
intensification and development in panther habitat.156 About half of these losses were over the 
last 15 years.157 Equally concerning is that the agency appears to have incomplete records about 
habitat loss since 2012 (based on a Freedom of Information Act Request in fall 2016), and only 
appears to include projects that received formal consultation.158 However, since that time, 
southwest Florida, including Lee and Collier counties, has become one of the fastest-growing 
areas in the nation.159 Data by Robert Kawula has shown that, between 2003-2015, the Florida 
panther lost 36,377 acres of upland forest (23,372 acres in the Primary Zone), and 139,517 acres 
of wetland forest (136,677 acres of that being Primary Zone), as well as 23,288 acres of open 
pasturelands, based on analysis of land cover type changes.160 In 2005, it was estimated that 
about 1% of panther habitat is being lost every year.161 This has likely increased due to the 
intensive development further described below. 


 
III. Conservation Measures 


 
Since the last 5-Year Status Review in 2009,162 there is additional information to consider 


regarding panther conservation measures.  
 
Compensation Lands 
 
As mentioned above, recent best available science has identified that the current regulatory 


methodology used to assess habitat impacts and compensation by the FWS as flawed due to the 
overestimation of the value of non-Primary Zone lands.163 The methodology is also flawed due 
to not having a component to protect the areal extent of habitat, as well as the base ratio that is an 
integral part of the Panther Habitat Assessment Methodology being outdated. Any gains in 
panther conservation lands as compensation/mitigation for development should be considered 
only in light of these deficiencies.  


 
Value of Panthers to Humans 
 
Since it was first measured in 1978 by Stephen Kellert, the public’s values towards 


mammalian carnivores have grown substantially more positive over the past three decades.164 
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According to George et al., 2016, few Americans view large carnivores negatively and those that 
do are “‘drowned out’” by the vast majority, who hold a growing concern for animal welfare, 
including for Puma concolor.165 In 1982, by a vote of Florida’s school children, the Florida 
panther was nominated as the state’s animal,166 a symbol of wildness and iconic beauty. 
 


Golden Gate Estates, an ex-urban development located in southwestern Florida, is the 
site where most human-panther interactions occur.167 Despite these conflicts, most 
residents of Florida and Golden Gate Estates in particular, view panthers positively and 
worry that their habitats are too quickly disappearing.168 Moreover, studies show that 
ranchers are willing to consider various economic incentives to co-adapt to panthers.169 If 
carnivores are to persist, co-adaption is necessary.170 
 


Carnivores not only hold intrinsic value,171 they are important to human economies—
whether people view them or just have the satisfaction of knowing that they are present.172 For 
example, the Big Cypress National Preserve, which is part of the National Park System, serves as 
habitat for the Florida panther. According to the National Park Service:  


 
In 2016, 1.1 million park visitors spent an estimated $88 million in local gateway regions 
while visiting Big Cypress National Preserve. These expenditures supported a total of 
1,300 jobs, $48.8 million in labor income, $77.5 million in value added, and $126 million 
in economic output in local gateway economies surrounding Big Cypress National 
Preserve. 


** 
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In 2016, 930,900 park visitors spent an estimated $91.3 million in local gateway 
regions while visiting Everglades National Park. These expenditures supported a 
total of 1,300 jobs, $53 million in labor income, $84.1 million in value added, and 
$136.4 million in economic output in local gateway economies surrounding 
Everglades National Park.173 Some visitors who travel to Big Cypress Preserve 
and Everglades National Park hope to see panthers or any signs of their 
presence.174 Recently, a photographer had a chance encounter with a mother 
panther moving her infant kittens along a road, which prompted viral sharing of 
his photos.175 
 


Panthers also play an important role in the management of white-tailed deer herds. Panthers 
reduce the risks of vehicle collisions with deer and also the spread of Lyme disease. Maehr et al., 
2003, assert the importance of panthers on the landscape:  


One aspect of cougar ecology that is becoming less debatable is its role in biotic 
communities . . . . P. concolor has the potential to structure the distribution and 
demography of prey (Logan and Sweanor 2001, Maehr et al. 2001). Browse lines, 
highway collisions, Lyme disease (Wilson and Childs 1997), loss of biodiversity 
(Alverson et al. 1988, Waller and Alverson 1997), and other problems associated 
with overabundant white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) hint at the benefits 
of returning such a predator to the East.176 


 
According to the Florida Department of Health, there were 673 reported cases of Lyme 


disease in the state from 2002 to 2011, with 23 percent of those cases being contracted in 
Florida.177 Kilpatrick et al., 2014, found that reducing deer density resulted in a reduction in tick 
abundance, which subsequently resulted in a reduction of reported cases of Lyme disease.178  


 
Predation on deer by predators can also provide significant socioeconomic benefits to 


humans. Recent research has shown that, in South Dakota, mountain lions reduced vehicle 
collisions with deer by nine percent between 2008 and 2012, preventing an estimated 158 
collisions and saving residents approximately $1.1 million annually in counties with established 
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cougar populations.179 Moreover, if lion populations were restored in eastern states – including 
increased Florida panther populations, it could result in more than 700,000 fewer vehicle 
collisions with deer over a 30-year period, leading to 21,400 fewer injuries and 155 fewer deaths 
and a savings of more than $2 billion.180  
 


The removal of panthers initiates changes in ecosystem structure and lost biodiversity. 
Maintaining federal protections for panthers and the large areas of habitat they require benefits a 
variety of plants and animals and maintains the overall health of Florida’s remaining wild spaces. 
Panthers’ presence on our landscape can help maintain sustainable, healthy deer populations and 
significantly reduce human injuries and deaths caused by vehicle collisions with deer.  
 


Floridians appreciate their state animal, the Florida panther. These values should spur 
the FWS to embrace innovative wildlife management and to better safeguard Florida 
panthers for future generations. Maintaining panthers’ endangered status will ensure the 
FWS’s ability to uphold these values and the economic benefits they provide to Florida. 


 
IV. Threats Status and Trends 
 
Over the last eight years since the last 5-Year Status Review,181 threats for the Florida 


panther have mounted considerably. Under the ESA, a review of each listed species’ status at 
least once every five years is required.182 The possible outcomes of the five year review are no 
change, changing in status between endangered and threatened, or delisting. The FWS may also 
wish to consider listing as a DPS. 


 
In determining the appropriate listing status, the following factors must be considered: (1) the 


present or threatened destruction, modification, or curtailment of its habitat or range; (2) 
overutilization of commercial, recreational, scientific, or educational purposes; (3) disease or 
predation; (4) the inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms; and (5) other natural or 
manmade factors affecting its survival.183 In every applicable category, the Florida panther faces 
intense threats to its continued survival and recovery. Therefore, the panther warrants continued 
listing as endangered. 
 


(1) The present or threatened destruction, modification, or curtailment of its habitat or range, 
16 U.S.C. § 1533(a)(1)(A) 


 
As presented in the last 5-Year Status Update, the Florida Panther Recovery Plan, and in past 


available science, habitat loss, fragmentation, and degradation, along with the associated human 
disturbance are the greatest threats to panther survival and to its recovery and continue to be 
threats. In 2016, Florida’s population was estimated at 20,612,439 people184 and rising,185 with 


                                                           
179 Gilbert et al., 2016. Socioeconomic benefits of large carnivore recolonization through reduced wildlife-vehicle 
collisions. Conservation Letters. 
180 Ibid.  
181 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2009. Florida Panther 5 Year Review: Summary and Evaluation. 
182 16 U.S.C. § 1533(c)(2).  
183 16 U.S.C. § 1533(a)(1). 
184 U.S. Census Bureau. Quick Facts Florida. Accessed at http://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045215/12. 
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South Florida seeing the most rapid population growth. The region had more than six million 
estimated residents, keeping its spot as the eighth largest metropolitan area in the nation186, with 
half a million new residents in the last six years.187 Similarly, from 2010 to 2016, Lee and Collier 
counties added more than 90,000 people.188 Models predict that by 2040, Florida’s population 
will reach over 26 million189 and, by 2070, approximately 33.7 million.190  Half a million people 
are predicted to be added to Lee and Collier counties over just the next 20 years.191  By 2070, 
there will be an additional 1,356,000 people in the 5-county area of southwest Florida (see Table 
1).   


 
Table 1. Human population increases in 5 county region of southwest Florida192 
County Population 


est. 2010 
Population 
est. 2015 


Population 
est. 2070 


Population increase from 2010 
 


Charlotte 159,978 166,100 237,515 77,537+ 
Collier 321,520 343,200 659,687 338,167+ 
Glades 12,884 13,000 18,352 5,468+ 
Lee 618,751 670,400 1,550,924 932,170+ 
Hendry 39,140 38,000 42,110 2,970+ 
TOTAL    1,356,312 
 


Collier County has seen the average number of housing permits increase from about 2,200 
per month in 2013 to 3,475 per month in 2017.193 These additional residents will have grave 
implications on land use and habitat. 2010 land use estimates indicate that 6.4 million acres of 
land are developed, and this number is projected to increase to 11.7 million acres by 2070, which 
is an increase of 82 percent (see Exhibit A).194 The UF and FWC recognized that at the horizon 
year of 2060, 300,000 acres of this conversion was expected to be in panther habitat.195  


 


                                                                                                                                                                                           
185 U.S. Census Bureau, 2005 Interim State Population Projections. Accessed at 
http://www.census.gov/population/projections/data/state/projectionsagesex.html. 
186 U.S. Census Bureau, American FactFinder. Accessed at 
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF. 
187 U.S. Census Bureau. American FactFinder. Accessed at 
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF. 
188 University of Florida, Bureau of Economic and Business Research (BEBR), 2016. Florida estimates of 
Population, 2016. 
189 Florida Department of Transportation. Florida Transportation Trends and Conditions. 2014. Available at: 
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/planning/trends/tc-report/Population.pdf. 
190 Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, University of Florida Geoplan Center, and 1000 
Friends of Florida, Florida 2070 Summary Report, 1000friendsofflorida.org (Sept. 2016) at 3, 
http://1000friendsofflorida.org/florida2070/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/florida2070summaryfinal.pdf. 
191 University of Florida, Bureau of Economic and Business Research (BEBR), 2016. Florida estimates of 
Population, 2016. 
192 Ibid. 
193 Collier County Government. Building Permits Reports. Accessed at http://www.colliergov.net/your-
government/divisions-a-e/building-review/building-permits-reports. 
194 Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, University of Florida Geoplan Center, and 1000 
Friends of Florida, Florida 2070 Summary Report, 1000friendsofflorida.org (Sept. 2016) at 5, 
http://1000friendsofflorida.org/florida2070/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/florida2070summaryfinal.pdf. 
195 FWC, 2008. Wildlife 2060 What’s At Stake for Florida. 
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Increased human population densities will degrade habitat, even as an indirect impact.196 
Habitat loss and development into habitat areas has increased human-panther interactions. A 
large portion of panther habitat is on private land, including areas utilized for cattle ranching.197  
Concerns over livestock predation by panthers exist. However, data from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA’s) National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) show that of the 99.6 
million cattle and sheep inventoried in the U.S., less than one percent died from predation (Table 
1). According to the National Agricultural Statistics Service, all native carnivores and domestic 
dogs put together killed less than one percent of the U.S. cattle inventory and about four percent 
of the sheep inventory nationwide (Table 2, Figure 1).198 All felids, including panthers, bobcats 
and lynx, killed fewer cattle than domestic dogs, taking only 0.02 percent of the U.S. cattle 
inventory in 2010.199  
 


Table 2: Comparison of Non-Predator vs. Predator Mortality for Cattle and Sheep 
  Cattle (NASS 2011) Sheep (NASS 2010a,b) Grand Total 


Cattle  & Sheep Inventory 93,881,200 5,747,000 99,628,200 
Non-Predator Mortality 3,773,000 387,300 4,160,300 


 % Non-Predator Mortality 4.01 % 6.73 % 4.18 % 
Predator Mortality 219,900 247,200 467,100 


 % Predator Mortality 0.23 % 4.30 % 0.47 % 
 


 
 


                                                           
196 Frakes et al., 2015. Landscape Analysis of Adult Florida Panther Habitat. PLoS ONE, 10(7): e0133044. DOI: 
10.1371/journal.pone.0133044. P. 15. 
197 Jacobs & Main, 2015. A Conservation-Based Approach to Compensation for Livestock Depredation: The Florida 
Panther Case Study. PLoS ONE 10(9): e0139203. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0139203 
198 U.S. Department of Agriculture, 2010. National Agricultural Statistics Service, Sheep and Goats. Accessed at 
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do?documentID=1145; U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, 2010. National Agricultural Statistics Service, Sheep and Goats Death Loss. Accessed at 
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do;jsessionid=2C78F286010BADDD4D273A4922A
D38F4?documentID=1627; U.S. Department of Agriculture, 2011.  National Agricultural Statistics Service. 
199 U.S. Department of Agriculture, 2011. National Agricultural Statistics Service. 
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The primary diet of Florida panthers consists of white-tailed deer, wild hogs, raccoons, and 
armadillos. Predations on livestock or pets may occur, especially as new housing developments 
increasingly encroach on panther habitat. Providing ranchers and pet owners with information 
on how to protect their animals is of the utmost importance in reducing this conflict. In 2016, 
panther depredation totaled 31 animals, including ten calves.200  
 


In 2015, ten calves were recorded as injured or killed by panthers each year.201 In 2014, 
eight calves were reported as injured or killed by panthers.202 Jacobs & Main, 2015, analyzed 
the predation of calves by Florida panthers on two ranches, and found that panthers were only 
responsible for 5.3% of mortalities on one ranch and 0.5% on another. 203 Their study also 
found that predation occurred at a higher rate if the environment was optimal hunting habitat for 
panthers.204 They found that “landscapes with low cattle densities, large forest patches, a high 
percentage of forest cover, small patches of improved pasture, and areas of upland forest” were 
more likely to be used by panthers.205 Ranchers seeking to protect their livestock from panthers 
should use this information to identify risky locations for their cattle -especially for calving 
areas. Reducing the calving seasons may also help to lessen calf losses.206 
 


Residents who live in panther habitat also acknowledge that prevention of predation by 
panthers is the responsibility of the livestock owner.207 Rodgers & Pineear, 2017, conducted a 
survey among residents living in Golden Gate Estates, which is a 68,000 acre area in Collier 
County that has well documented panther use and is adjacent to public lands that are utilized by 
panthers, including the Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge, Corkscrew Swamp 
Sanctuary, Picayune Strand State Forest, and Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed. The 
Golden Gate Estates area has had the highest frequency of human-panther conflicts in the 
state.208 In the study all those interviewed stated that “it was residents’ responsibility to protect 
their animals from panthers, and recognized that there are livestock protection practices that 
will reduce or prevent depredations and conflicts.”209  
 


When discussing the issue of depredation with Florida cattle ranchers, Pienaar et al., 2015 
found that multiple ranchers within the Florida Panther Focus Area stated that that they were 
unaware of any predation events on their calves by panthers.210 Pienaar et al., 2015 also report 
that ranchers expressed skepticism about reported high depredation rates.211 These individuals 


                                                           
200 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 2016. 2014-2016 Depredations. Accessed at 
http://myfwc.com/media/4159448/2014-2016Depredations.pdf.  
201 Ibid. 
202 Ibid. 
203 Jacobs & Main, 2015. A Conservation-Based Approach to Compensation for Livestock Depredation: The Florida 
Panther Case Study. PLoS ONE 10(9): e0139203. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0139203. 
204 Ibid. 
205 Ibid. 
206 Ibid. 
207 Rodgers & Pienaar, 2017. Amenity or Nuisance? Understanding and Managing Human–Panther Conflicts in 
Exurban Southwest Florida, Human Dimensions of Wildlife, DOI: 10.1080/10871209.2017.1318322. 
208 Ibid. 
209 Ibid. 
210 Pienaar et al., 2015. Conflicts between Cattlemen and the Florida Panther: Insights and Policy Recommendations 
from Interviews with Florida Cattlemen. Human Ecology, 43:577–588. 
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reported that all predators -not just panthers- contributed to only six to seven percent of all calf 
loss.212 This finding confirms an earlier international, synthesis study by Baker et al, 2008.213 
 


Removing or lowering protections for Florida panthers could actually cause livestock 
conflicts to increase. Killing the stable, adult members of a population disrupts panthers’ social 
structure, creating a population that’s younger and includes more male animals. Subadult males 
are more likely to attack livestock than are older animals.214 According to a recent study in 
Washington, 100 percent removal of resident adults in one year increased the odds of 
complaints and depredations in the following year by 150 percent to 340 percent.215 
 


Instead, with simple livestock management tools, education and outreach, panthers can 
more peacefully coexist with people, and livestock losses can be decreased or avoided.  
Additional programs are now in place to assist landowners on these initiatives. Defenders of 
Wildlife and Conservancy of Southwest Florida have programs in operation to provide 
assistance in building predator-resistant pen enclosures to citizens to protect pets and small 
livestock. The Conservancy of Southwest Florida also has a program to provide direct 
compensation to small ranch operations with less than 300 head of cattle, when a panther 
predation is verified to have occurred. Further, the federal government has additional programs 
in place in recent years that also provide direct compensation through the Farm Service 
Agency’s Livestock Indemnity Program, as well as ecosystem service payment through Natural 
Resource Conservation Program’s Regional Conservation Partnership Program.  
 


However, development will continue to encroach on panthers’ habitat across the state, and 
interactions with humans are likely to increase -not due to increased panther populations, but as 
a result of expanding urban sprawl- stressing the need to keep protections in place for this 
fragile species.   
 


Panther mortalities, particularly from vehicle collisions, interspecific aggression, disease, and 
illegal take continue to threaten the Florida panther. In the 2000s, the average annual mortality 
was about 18 panthers a year.216 The average annual mortality for 2010 through 2016 has been 
30 panthers a year.217 Although the panther population has appeared to have increased over time, 
the amount of roadways, vehicles, and trips on those roadways are also increasing. By 2015, 
there were 3 million more trips on roadways than in 2010 in just Lee and Collier counties.218 


 
                                                           
212 Ibid. 
213 Baker et al., 2008. Terrestrial Carnivores and Human Food Production: Impact and Management. Mammal 
Review, 38. 
214 Peebles et al., 2013. Effects of Remedial Sport Hunting on Cougar Complaints and Livestock Depredations. 
PLOS One 8.  
215 Ibid. 
216 Mortality by year: 2000= 12, 2001= 11, 2002= 14, 2003= 24, 2004= 19, 2005= 12, 2006= 18, 2007= 23 (15 
roadkill), 2008= 23 (10 roadkill), 2009= 24 (17 roadkill).  
217 Mortality by year: 2010= 23 (16 roadkill), 2011= 24 (9 roadkill), 2012= 27 (18 roadkill), 2013= 20 (15 roadkill), 
2014= 33 (25 roadkill), 2015= 41 (30 roadkill), 2016= 42 (34 roadkill).  
218 Florida Department of Transportation, 2010. Public Road Mileage and Miles Traveled 2010; Florida Department 
of Transportation, 2015. Public Road Mileage and Miles Traveled 2015; Florida Department of Transportation, 
2011. 2011 City County Mileage (Data as of September 30, 2010); Florida Department of Transportation, 2016. 
2016 City County Mileage (Data as of September 30, 2015). 
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Although total mortality is unknown, when comparing reported mortalities to the panther 
population estimate of that time, the proportion of deaths to population has been increasing: in 
the 2000s, when the population was estimated to be between 90-120 cats219 and mortality 
averaged about 15% a year.220 When the population was estimated to be between 100-160 (2011-
2014)221, the mortality was about 16.25% a year.222 Since 2014, when the population was 
estimated to be about 100-180223, the mortality averaged 23%.224 These estimates all utilize the 
top range of the population.  


 
When looking at known panther mortalities from 2010 through 2016, there were about 214 


deaths (not including removal of panthers from the wild, or where demographics of the panther 
were not available due to being undeterminable or where intentional take investigations limited 
details released to the public).225 Of these 214 known mortalities, about 120 were of kittens, 
juveniles, and sub-adult panthers under the age of three (56%),226 which highlights the need to 
consider the effect of limited habitat availability and associated risks on young panthers. 


 
Residential/Commercial Development and Mining  


 
The effect to Florida panther survival and recovery from continued residential/commercial 


development and mining will be devastating. Tens of thousands of acres of panther habitat are at 
risk or are already lost from recent construction activities. In areas north of the Caloosahatchee 
River, the new town of Babcock Ranch of nearly 18,000 acres, spanning both Lee and Charlotte 
County. Current considerations to develop the Lee County portion of approximately 4,100 acres 
and with 1,630 new dwelling units is under review. The town is adjacent to the Babcock Ranch 
Preserve and Babcock Webb Wildlife Management Area, Bob Janes Preserve, and Telegraph 
Creek.227  
 


                                                           
219 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2008. Florida Panther Recovery Plan, Third Revision. P. viii; Kautz et al., 2006. 
How Much is Enough? Landscape Scale Conservation for the Florida Panther. Biological Conservation, 130, 118-
133. 
220 Annual mortalities from 2000 to 2010 were 12, 11, 14, 24, 19, 12, 18, 23, 24, and 23, averaging 18 mortalities a 
year. Average of known mortalities (18) is about 15% of maximum population estimate of 120. Raw mortality data 
from Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 
221 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 2010. Statement on Estimating Panther Population Size. 
December 2010. 
222 Annual mortalities from 2011 to 2014 were 24, 27, 20, and 33, averaging 26 mortalities a year. Average of 
known mortalities (26) is about 16.25% of maximum population estimate of 160. Raw mortality data from Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 
223 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 2014. Determining the Size of the Florida Panther 
Population. August 2014. 
224 Annual mortalities from 2015 to 2016 were 41 and 42, averaging 41.5 mortalities a year. Average of known 
mortalities (41.5) is about 23% of maximum population estimate of 180. Raw mortality data from Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission. 
225 Raw mortality data from Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 
226 Ibid. 49 of the mortalities were of panthers less than twelve months of age (less than 1 year old), 35 were of 
panthers between 13 and 23 months of age (between ages 1 and 2), and 36 were of panthers between 24 and 35 
months of age (between ages 2 and 3). The remainder, 94 mortalities were of panthers 36 months and greater (at 
least three years old, e.g. “adults”). 
227 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Babcock Ranch Preserve, available at 
http://myfwc.com/viewing/recreation/wmas/cooperative/babcock-ranch-preserve  
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One of the panther’s core habitat areas that has seen the most change over the last decade is 
Lee County, notably in the 81,500-acre southeast Density Reduction/Groundwater Resource 
(DR/GR) area.228 This County planning area was designated to limit development and reduce 
density to protect vital groundwater resources, as well as preserve wildlife habitat and wetland 
ecosystems. However, there has been a significant amount of development and mining in this 
area. Over 22,500 acres have already been lost in this area due to mining and development.229 In 
addition, Lee County has recently approved over 6,300 acres of new development, adding 5,290 
dwelling units to this area intended for low density, restoration, and environmental protection. As 
demonstrated below tens of thousands of acres are under construction or consideration for 
intensification (see also Exhibit B): 


 
• WildBlue, a permitted development of 3,560-acres located along Lee County’s 


Corkscrew Road, develops portions of Stewart Cypress Slough and Southern Slough. A 
former limerock mining site totaling over 2,000 acres230, this project is largely Primary 
Zone habitat for the Florida panther.  


• The Place (FKA Corkscrew Farms), a permitted development along Lee county’s 
Corkscrew Road that impacts 56 acres of Primary Zone and 766 acres of Secondary Zone 
panther habitat. 


• Pepperland, a proposed 637.5 acre development along Lee County’s Corkcrew Road. The 
project is located primarily within Secondary Zone habitat with telemetry points from 
radio-collared panthers documented nearby.  


• Verdana, a proposed 1,460 acre development along Lee County’s Corkcrew Road that is 
composed of Primary Zone and Secondary Zone panther habitat, some of which is Frakes 
Adult Breeding Habitat.  


• Timbercreek, a proposed development of 695 acres of primary and secondary panther 
habitat on the southwest corner of SR 82 and Daniels Rd.  


• Corkscrew Crossing, proposed in a last remaining corridor between the Florida Forever 
project of Edison Farms (AKA Agripartners) and the Stewart Cypress Slough would 
develop 200 acres of Primary Zone panther habitat and good quality of wetlands.231 The 
site is the location of a proposed panther underpass that is required mitigation by Lee 
County for the existing Daniels Parkway Extension.232 If constructed as proposed, the 
application would restrict one of the last remaining panther corridor connectors that 
connect large tracts of utilized by the cats. 


• Troyer Brothers, a proposed limerock mine along Corkscrew Road. Of the 907 acres 
proposed for mining, 841 acres (93%) is Primary panther habitat and 66 acres (7%) is 
Secondary panther habitat. When looking at the Frakes et al., 828 acres (91%) of the site 
is considered Adult Breeding Habitat. 


                                                           
228 Dover, Kohl & Partners, 2008. Prospects for Southeast Lee County: Planning for the Density 
Reduction/Groundwater Resource Area (DR/GR). July 2008. 
229 Ibid. 
230 WildBlue, Fact Sheet, available at http://wildblueftmyers.com/resources/WildBlue-Fact-Sheet.pdf. The number 
2,072 was arrived at by subtracting the total existing lake volume of 888 acres from the total projected development 
footprint of 2,960 acres. 
231 Army Corps of Engineers, July 2, 2015. Public Notice for SAJ-2006-06379, Argo Corkscrew Crossing, LLP. 
232 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, December 8, 1997. Biological Opinion Letter to Army Corps of Engineers. Lee 
County Department of Transportation, Daniels Parkway Extension.   
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• Old Corkscrew Plantation, a proposed limerock mine that would result in 1,837 acres 
destroyed. The land at issue is composed of Primary Zone and Secondary Zone panther 
habitat and is heavily utilized by panthers as documented through telemetry data. 


• FFD/6Ls mine, a proposed limerock mine would destroy 2,585 acres of panther habitat 
for mining pits adjacent to a major flowway. 


 
The Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) had determined that mining projects in the DR/GR 


and adjacent lands may have a significant impact on the human environment and explored the 
need for an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) under the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) given its proximity to ecologically critical areas and Florida panther habitat.233 The 
Corps also determined that a separate EIS was appropriate for similar reasons in the North Belle 
Meade area of Collier County when the East Naples Mine (810 acres of panther habitat 
impacted) and Section 20 Mines (567 acres of Primary Zone lost) were proposed.234 Additional 
mines have also been sought in other areas of Collier County, including: 


 
• Hogan Island Quarry, a permitted but unconstructed mine that is located directly adjacent 


to the Camp Keais Strand. About half of the nearly 1,000 acre site is Primary Zone and 
the other half is Secondary Zone. 


• Immokalee Sand Mine, a proposed sand mine would impact about 900 acres of 
Secondary Zone habitat and would sever a proposed wildlife linkage. 


• Lost Grove Mine, a proposed limerock mine adjacent to the Corkscrew Regional 
Ecosystem Watershed, would impact over 1,300 acres of panther habitat, that includes 
some modeled Adult Breeding Habitat.  


 
Further, there is a current proposal through the Eastern Collier Multiple Species Habitat 


Conservation Plan (ECMSHCP) for incidental take coverage related to 45,000 acres of mining 
and residential/commercial development. The ECMSHCP is a controversial proposal that would 
result in the urbanization of a currently rural area that is heavily utilized by the Florida panther 
comparable to the size of Washington, D.C.235 State Road 29, once acknowledged as the most 
deadly roadway for panthers with about a third of mortalities occurring here236, would become 
the new urban boundary. Traffic on Corkscrew Road would be upwards of twenty-three times its 
current level. 237 Vehicle trips would balloon from the rural rate of 300-15,000 daily trips to 
40,000 trips a day.238 Nearly 90 miles of new or expanded roadways are proposed239  to serve the 


                                                           
233 Army Corps of Engineers, 2010. Determination to Conduct an Environmental Impact Statement on Limestone 
Mining Adjacent to Regional Preserved Lands Within the Lee-Collier Limestone Resource Area.  
234 Army Corps of Engineers, 2010. Determination to Conduct an Environmental Impact Statement on Limestone 
Mining Within the North Belle Meade of Collier County.  
235 Conservancy of Southwest Florida, 2016. Eastern Collier HCP Scoping and Input on Draft Plan. Letter dated 
April 25, 2016 to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
236 Smith et al., 2006. East Collier County Wildlife Movement Study: SR29, CR846, and CR858 Wildlife Crossing 
Project. Unpublished Report. University of Central Florida, Orlando, FL. 
237 Florida Panther Protection Program Technical Review Team, 2009. Technical Review of the Florida Panther 
Protection Program Proposed for the Rural Lands Stewardship Area of Collier County, Florida. Final Report. P. 52. 
Report utilized 2006 as baseline figures. 
238 Ibid. P. 54. 
239 WilsonMiller (Stantec), 2008. Conceptual Build-Out Roadway Network. Map. 
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addition of 300,000 new people to this area of the County.240 The proposal does not meet 
issuance criteria under the ESA.  


 
As part of the ECHMSP, the new town of Rural Lands West (RLW) is currently being 


considered by local, state, and federal wetland permitting agencies. RLW is a large-scale master 
planned- mixed-use development consisting of recreational amenities; a commercial town center; 
schools, residential neighborhoods with roads, lakes, drainage management systems and other 
associated infrastructure. It will directly impact about 4,100 acres241 of land adjacent and within 
the Shaggy Cypress and Camp Keais Strand. Approximately 76% (or 3,100 acres) of this land is 
Primary Zone panther habitat, and 24% (about 980 acres) is Secondary Zone panther habitat. 
 


In addition to the mining and development within the ECMSHCP area, there are other large 
proposals for intensification within other areas of Collier County, including:  
 


• Argo Manatee, a permitted but not yet constructed residential development will impact 
about 75 acres of land adjacent to the Primary Zone and where numerous roadkills have 
occurred.  


• Hacienda Lakes, a permitted but not yet fully constructed residential development 
adjacent to the Picayune Strand State Forest contains about 800 acres of Primary Zone 
habitat. 


• Immokalee Road South, a permitted residential development will impact 550 acres is 
nearby Corkscrew and a regional wildlife corridor. 


 
The most remote rural lands in Hendry County are also threatened with additional large scale 


residential development and mining, including:  
 


• The Southwest Hendry (King’s Ranch) Sector Plan was approved in 2014 by Hendry 
County. It would allow 23,600 acres of urban development on the other side of the 
Collier-Hendry line. 


• The Rodina Sector Plan was approved in 2012 by Hendry County. It provided local 
authorization of 10,089 acres of development north of the Southwest Hendry Sector Plan. 


• The Keri Road Sand Mine, a proposed mine at over 850 acres of panther habitat directly 
adjacent to the Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest and Wildlife Management Area, a 
major panther corridor as documented by Least Cost Pathways242 and numerous road 
mortalities. 


• FPL Clean Energy Center and solar arrays, proposed off of CR833 in central Hendry 
County. 


 
Even properties acquired for panther connectivity are at risk. Hydrologic restoration of the 


Lone Ranger property (a.k.a. American Prime) in Glades County aims to put more water on this 


                                                           
240 WilsonMiller (Stantec), 2008. Memo to Collier County Tom Greenwood. Estimates of Stewardship Credits 
Under the Current and Revised RLSA Program and Recommendation for Credit Calibration. September 18, 2008. 
241 Rural Lands West. Conceptual SRA Master Plan. Accessed at http://rurallandswest.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/03/RLW-Conceptual-SRA-Master-Plan-web.pdf  
242 Swanson et al, 2008. Use of least-cost pathways to identify key road segments for Florida panther conservation. 
Fish and Wildlife Research Institute Technical Report TR-13. 
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main corridor through the Dispersal Zone to lands north of the Caloosahatchee River, which may 
restrict upland portions of the property to a mere 150 foot wide swath. 
 
Road Projects 


 
Each year, the record number of Florida panther mortalities is exceeded. The largest 


proportion of these documents deaths are due to roadkills. New roads or expansion of existing 
roadways will contribute to loss of habitat, fragmentation of movements, and mortalities due to 
vehicle collisions.  
 


Several state projects within Florida panther habitat are currently under construction or under 
review, including: 


• US41 has been widened east of CR951 through an area where there have been several 
panther kills, and where corridors connect lands in the Picayune to Rookery Bay National 
Estuarine Reserve.  


• SR80 is undergoing widening in an area that bisects the Dispersal Zone for the Florida 
panther. 


• SR82 is being considered for widening, which includes construction near the Corkscrew 
Regional Ecosystem Watershed and through a proposed corridor connector.   


• Segments of SR29 from Labelle to US41 in southern Collier County are in various stages 
of review. This project from its northern extent to its southern terminus would widen a 
road that has claimed about a third of historic panther roadkill mortalities. It also bisects 
the Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest, Spirit of the Wild Management Area, the 
Summerlin Swamp, Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge, Fakahatchee Strand State 
Preserve, and the Big Cypress National Preserve. 


 
A number of local road widening projects also threaten to impact Florida panthers:  
 
• Corkscrew Road, running through the middle of Lee County’s most environmentally 


sensitive lands, is proposed to be widened from two lanes to four lanes. 
• Extension of Randall Blvd. in Collier County, which will connect Randall to Oil Well 


Road near the proposed town of Rural Lands West. Portions of this study area were 
considered to significantly fragment important Florida panther habitat and corridors.243 


• Continued widening of Oil Well Road from Everglades Blvd to the town of Ave Maria. 
• Brand new road in North Belle Meade and adjacent to the Picayune Strand, called Wilson 


Benfield Extension. FWC has begun to review this project as part of the Efficient 
Transportation Decision Making (ETDM) process, and determined that “the collective 
adverse impacts that could result from this project would be inconsistent with the long-
term agency goals, management, and protection strategies for these species in this region 
of southwest Florida.”244  
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Additionally, there are plans for another I-75 Interchange in eastern Collier County in the 
County’s 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan, even though the wildlife agencies have 
expressed great concerns for the proposal. In the ETDM process, the FWS found that “the 
construction of the proposed interchange will result in significant adverse impacts to the Florida 
panther.”245 These concerns were reaffirmed by the PRT, who recommended that the project 
receive no further consideration due to loss of panther habitat and overall cumulative impacts.246 


 
Oil and Gas Activities 


 
Since the last 5-year panther status review, interest in oil and gas development has 


increased.247 This is evident from a marked increase in applications for drilling and 
exploration,248 including those both proposed and already occurring in Florida panther habitat.  


 
For example, the first of four planned phases of a seismic oil exploration project is already 


underway in the Big Cypress National Preserve, encompassing over 70,000 acres.249 All four 
phases of oil exploration will encompass 230,000 acres, or about one-third of the Preserve. 250 
The size, magnitude, and survey technology of the proposed action is unprecedented in the 
Preserve251 that adversely impacts Florida panther habitat.  Notably, the seismic oil exploration 
in Big Cypress is located within Primary Zone panther habitat and was and will continue to be 
conducted during the panther’s denning period.252 The National Park Service (hereinafter, NPS) 
found that, “[w]ildlife could display avoidance behaviors as a result of the seismic survey 
activities. Some species could be subjected to short-term stress during their breeding 
season…Although not anticipated, mortality/injury to wildlife could also occur.” 253  The 
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operator recently applied to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection seeking 
authorization to continue its seismic oil exploration in Big Cypress.254  


 
Directly north of Big Cypress, there is another proposed project to explore for oil and gas 


that will impact the Florida panther and its habitat, by Tocala, LLC, using explosives to generate 
seismic signals.255 This project encompasses 104,229 acres in Eastern Collier and Western 
Hendry counties, all of which has been identified as panther habitat. The majority of the project 
area, 99,810.8 acres, is comprised of Primary panther habitat, which makes up about 99% of the 
entire project. The remaining 4,418.2 acres are located within Secondary panther habitat.  There 
have been a documented 78 cats that have repeatedly utilized this specific area over the last three 
decades. 


 
As noted above, studies have indicated that panthers and their prey species alter their normal 


behavior and use of habitat areas due to concentrated human activity.256 Therefore, it is possible 
that panthers could practice avoidance behaviors, including den abandonment, during large scale 
disturbances to their habitats from seismic oil exploration in the Big Cypress National Preserve 
and on adjacent lands by Tocala, LLC. It is also possible that these highly invasive activities will 
directly impact individual panthers that utilize these areas.  


 
Recreation Activities – Use of Off-Road Vehicles (ORVs) 


 
Panthers select for habitat edge zones to utilize stalking and ambush cover in order to 


successfully grapple prey. Examining the harvest reports from 2011-2015 for white-tailed deer - 
a primary prey species for Florida panthers- shows that the white-tailed deer harvest has 
remained fairly steady.257 In addition, Florida’s population of wild pigs, another primary source 
of prey for panthers and a popular target for hunters, is second in the country only to Texas, with 
an estimated at a population of about 500,000 animals.258  


 
Recreational activities utilizing ORVs can disturb panthers. Janis et al. found that female 


panthers killed prey more often in the non-hunting season than during the hunting season.259 The 
study also found the disturbance from ORVs affected prey items, and therefore the panther 
indirectly.260 McCarthy and Fletcher found that recreationists/hunters on ORVs had a statistically 
significant effect on panther resource selection.261 McCarthy and Fletcher also found that 
hydrology during the hunting season contributes to the level of disturbance from these 
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activities.262 During the hunting season and because of high water levels, panthers are constricted 
to less space, resulting in an increased use of less suitable wetland habitat.263 
 


(2) Overutilization for commercial, recreational, scientific or educational purposes 
 


There are no authorized commercial or recreational uses of the Florida panther.264 
 


(3) Disease, pollutants, or predation 
 
Disease 
 


Cunningham et al., 2008 warn that any disease outbreak in Florida panthers must be managed 
aggressively since the species is comprised of only a small, isolated population, making it 
susceptible to extinction.265 Likewise, Miller et al., 2006 wrote: “infectious diseases are a 
concern because individuals from genetically inbred populations have the potential to be 
immunosuppressed.”266 The loss of habitat in Florida has concentrated panthers, bobcats, and 
house cats altogether, making disease transmission to wild cat populations more acute. Disease 
could potentially threaten inbred Florida panther populations with extirpation. 


 
Reichard et al., 2015 tested dead Florida panthers for Trichinella, a nematode parasite 


commonly found in wild carnivores. They found that Florida panthers had the highest rate of 
Trichinella pseudospiralis ever detected in a mammal population in North America (N = 16 of 
112 panthers, or 14.3 percent infection rate).267 Significantly more males (28.1 percent) than 
females (12.5 percent) were infected by T. pseudospiralis and of four kittens tested, none had the 
parasite.268 Trichinella spiralis also infected Florida panthers, but to a far lesser degree (N = 1 of 
112, or 0.9 percent).269 The vector for these parasites likely comes largely from wild pigs, who 
make up approximately 42 percent of Florida panthers’ diet.270 While Reichard et al., 2015 did 
not speculate how Tricheinella threatened panthers or their fitness, in domestic cats they can be 
asymptomatic to displaying a variety of behaviors, including weakness, lethargy, inflamed or 
painful muscles, fever diarrhea (which may contain blood), hypersalivation and disorientated 
behavioral changes.271 
 


Foster et al., 2006, found that Alaria marcianae, Ancylostoma pluridentatum, Spirometra 
mansonoides, and Taenia omissa were the most common parasites found in Florida panthers. 
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Using a control (an untreated group) and treatment group, researchers gave the treatment group 
subcutaneous injections of ivermectin and praziquantel for intestinal parasites.272 Adults from the 
treatment group realized a six-month benefit before parasite infection reoccurred through 
consumption of Florida panthers’ common prey: wild pigs, white-tailed deer, raccoons and 
armadillos.273 While adult panthers can apparently survive with parasites, kittens are not so 
hardy. Anthelmintic (parasite-destroying medication) injections changed the life expectancy for a 
two-week-old kitten, who was lethargic and in poor body condition prior to treatment (citing 
Dunbar et al., 1994).274 Foster et al., 2006 found, from two different mothers, three young, dead 
kittens, who had trematodes called Alaria marcianae in their lungs that likely created an 
environment making them susceptible to bacterial pneumonia.275 Because of their young age, the 
researchers deduced that the kittens had only consumed milk, making the mothers the paratentic 
hosts, who unwittingly infected their offspring. Foster et al., 2006 noted that dam FP107 lost 
several litters, and while her kittens had not been examined for parasites, they were the likely 
cause.276 


 
Losing kittens to parasites is a concern, because even in adults who had been treated with an 


anthelmintic, the parasites reappeared within six months because their common prey are 
infected.277 This study demonstrated that parasites can limit recruitment of Florida panthers, 
because of kitten mortalities. Anthelmintic treatments on panther kittens could prevent 
mortalities. 


 
Cytauxzoon felis is a protozoan (one-celled) parasite commonly found in bobcats and is often 


fatal to domestic cats.278 Shock et al., 2011 reported that four Florida panthers were found 
infected with C. felis resulting in hemolytic anemia, a condition that prematurely destroys red 
blood cells, and they also suffered from liver damage.279 While C. felis did not result in mortality 
for these four panthers, their fitness was compromised.  


 
Researchers had been monitoring Florida panthers for feline leukemia virus (FeLV) found 


none present in the population for 20 years until 2002. From 2001 to 2007, 19 Florida panthers 
tested positive for FeLV and 5 in the Okaloacoochee Slough area died.280 The epidemic 
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increased rapidly. However, by July 2004, no new cases appeared; in part, because panther 
managers inoculated panthers in the Okaloacoochee Slough region. The FeLV virus could plague 
panthers again if contracted through domestic house cats or other infected felines through direct 
transmission, including from male panthers to females through semen.281 Once a panther obtains 
the virus from a house cat, and the “species barrier [is] crossed,” panthers can readily transmit it 
to other panthers.282  


 
FeLV infection rate could increase as panthers grow in density while their habitat shrinks. 


Habitat loss increases the odds of panthers consuming infected domestic cats, sickening panthers 
and leading to the spread of disease.283 FeLV infections of panthers showed no demographic 
prevalence -all animals no matter their age or sex could be sickened. Some panthers, who 
showed antibodies for FeLV, were free from FeLV when retested nine months to three years 
later.284 In the outbreak area, nearly half (46 percent) of all panthers captured, tested positively 
for FeLV. Feline leukemia-positive panthers died from septicemia, intraspecific aggression and 
anemia or dehydration.285 Death after exposure to FeLV ranged from 9 to 18 weeks.286 The 
outcome of contagion is different among individuals: from regressive infections,287 to persistent 
infection, to death. For domestic housecats, the younger the animal, the more severe the reaction. 
In Florida, of all the infected panthers researchers found, they were adults, which could indicate 
that kittens died from FeLV. 


 
VandeWoulde et al., 2010 have likened FIV (feline immunodeficiency virus) to HIV because 


both diseases are fairly new, the viruses target similar cells and the timeframe for illness, clinical 
signs and outcomes are similar.288 At first researchers thought that clade A of FIVPco appeared as 
a divergent strain from the more common strain, clade B, FIVPco, and it only infected bobcats 
and panthers in Florida.289 From 1995 to 2005, the prevalence of FIVPCO has increased from 16% 
to 80%.290 Johnson et al., 2010 found that FIVPCO infection “may predispose individuals to other 
diseases due to low lymphocyte numbers.”291 


 
Miller et al., 2006 tested 51 Florida panthers and 10 Texas cougars, who came to Florida, and 


showed that some members of the two species were likely positive for FIV and PLV (puma 
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lentivirus).292 FIV- and PLV-infected domestic housecats experienced three phases of the illness: 
an acute phase, an asymptomatic latent phase and then a chronic terminal phase. Transmission of 
these diseases come from domestic cats to pumas or even from privately-owned and then 
released pumas, who then shared the disease with other pumas either through mating or 
territorial sympatry. Further, mother panthers can pass FIV or PLV to their kittens either in utero 
or during the postnatal period either during birth or from infected milk.293  


 
On an Avon Park Air Force Range in Florida, of the 60 feral pigs tested, 42 were positive for 


pseudorabies (PRV), a virus in the herpes family.294 Engeman et al., 2014 suggest that wild pigs, 
the most fecund of all North America’s wild animals, could harm both panthers and Florida 
black bears (Ursus americanus floridanus) by sickening them with PRV as it is a density-
dependent disease and wild pigs are a widespread Florida invasive species despite hunting and 
lethal-wildlife-control efforts.295 


 
In sum, parasites and disease threaten Florida panthers. Infection is derived from their prey 


and from bobcats and domestic cats. Transmission between panthers occurs when individuals 
sharing sympatric territories, during mating rituals and from mothers to kittens. The FWS must 
consider that the loss of habitat in Florida has heightened disease and parasite transmission risk 
further threatening the persistence of Florida panthers. For these reasons, Florida panthers 
require full endangered protections under the ESA. 


 
Pollutants 
 


Mercury in the environment can result in mercury toxicosis and has been linked to panther 
mortalities in the past.296The chemicals in various agricultural fertilizers can lead to 
accumulations of toxic mercury in fish and wildlife, including the Florida panther.297 Although 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) and US Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) set mercury pollutant standards through a statewide mercury Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL), the TMDL will not likely address sulfates which increases panthers’ 
exposure to methyl mercury poisoning. 
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Intraspecific aggression 
 


Aggressive interactions and territorial disputes between panthers, known as “intraspecific 
aggression”, is one of the top causes of mortality for panthers. Most intraspecific aggression 
mortalities are undocumented since they often occur in remote locations. Deaths from 
intraspecific aggression are likely to increase as available habitat becomes squeezed by 
development and individuals come into more contact with each other. 298 Hostetler et al., 2009 
stated that intraspecific aggression is “the most important cause of sub-adult and adult panther 
mortality.”299 Since 2010, at least 31 panthers were killed by intraspecific aggression.300  


 
(4) The inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms 
 
State management of Florida panthers would not be an appropriate or adequate substitute for 


the current federal protections provided under the ESA. FWC, while performing outstanding 
scientific research and monitoring of the species when funds are available, currently defers to the 
federal agency on Florida panther regulatory decision making.301 While this deference depends 
on the subspecies being listed under the ESA, a delisting would drop the Florida panther into a 
regulatory void. Specifically, while Florida panthers are currently included on the State’s 
Endangered and Threatened Species List, panthers are only included on that state list by virtue of 
their existing federal status – in the event that FWS delists Florida panthers, the state would need 
to undertake a biological status review and develop a management plan.302  


 
FWC has a unique history, as it was formed by consolidating one state agency originally 


created by the State Constitution (the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission), and another 
originally created by statute (the Marine Fisheries Commission).303 The legislature can enact 
legislation in aid of FWC’s constitutional authority, but much of FWC’s authority—including 
much of its authority over terrestrial wildlife—comes directly from the Constitution, and 
therefore creates far less transparency and accountability for the agency.304 
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 This problematic regulatory scheme—and FWC’s stated desire to open up recreational 


hunting for recently delisted species—played out recently in the case of the Florida black bear. In 
2012, FWC delisted the Florida black bear under the Florida Endangered and Threatened Species 
Act.305 Just three years later, in 2015, FWC passed regulations opening up a hunting season for 
the species—the first one in over two decades, which resulted in the death of over 300 bears in 
less than 48 hours.306 While the population of Florida black bears had increased since the species 
was listed, the main threats to the species (namely, habitat loss and fragmentation, and human-
related mortalities) remain serious obstacles to the species’ recovery, and a hunt was clearly 
neither warranted, nor in the best interest of bear conservation.307 A lawsuit was filed to stop this 
hunt, but because the rules creating the hunt were created under FWC’s constitutional powers, 
the court dismissed the Plaintiffs’ challenge.308  


 
For that hunt, FWC sold approximately the same number of permits as total bears thought 


to exist in the state, and as a result the harvest quota was nearly met within two days, after more 
than 300 bears had already been killed, including 36 lactating mothers.309 Fortunately, FWC 
recognized the harmful and unnecessary nature of its 2015 hunt, and chose not to authorize hunts 
in 2016 and 2017.310 But it remains to be seen how FWC will continue to manage this large 
carnivore population, after rushing to a hunt so quickly after delisting. 


 
FWC’s past statements on the Florida panther indicate that the agency would support the 


panther being maintained at a “sustainable level as supported by available habitat and addressing 
the challenges associated with human-panther coexistence.”311 This statement is concerning, 
given that the panther population needs to expand and grow in order to meet the established 
recovery goals for the subspecies and to be viable. Given FWC’s lack of regulatory oversight 
protecting the Florida panther,312 its constitutional powers that insulate its decisionmaking from 
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responded to less than half, focusing on select projects and avoiding relying solely on the regulatory process. Florida 
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judicial review, and its history of opening up hunting seasons soon after delisting, the FWS 
cannot rely on existing State regulatory mechanisms to protect Florida panthers should the 
subspecies’ federal listing status change. Therefore, this listing factor should be evaluated in 
favor of continued federal listing. 


 
(5) Other natural or manmade factors affecting its continued existence  


 
Intentional Take 
 


Unless a Florida panther wears a radio collar, finding illegally-killed individuals is virtually 
impossible, and their deaths go unrecorded.313 Since 2008, wildlife managers have detected five 
Florida panthers killed by poachers.314 Poaching, or illegal killing, is an increasing threat to 
panthers’ persistence. Evidence of birdshot shrapnel is often found in necropsy for other causes 
of mortality.  


 
Poaching is a major mortality factor in large carnivore populations which prevents recovery, 


particularly if the species occurs at low densities, such as the Florida panther.315 Poaching 
accounted for more mortality events than any other cause in the reintroduced populations of the 
red wolf (Canis rufus) and more than half of the total mortality of Mexican grey wolves (C. 
lupus baileyi). In a unique, large but closed population, poaching accounted for half of the 
mortality of grey wolves in Scandinavia, yet two-thirds of poaching remained undetected using 
direct methods of observation.316 Maintaining current endangered protections for Florida 
panthers is needed to prevent increased poaching potential.317 Without federal protections, the 
panthers could be subject to state game regulations opening them up to trophy hunting and or 
retaliatory kills for the take of domestic livestock. Research shows that poaching is not 
diminished when an animal becomes a designated game species.318 Mountain lions are 
frequently subject to poaching in the majority of their western and mid-western range.319 In a 
nine-year study in the Blackfoot River watershed of west-central Montana, researchers 
documented multiple cases of poaching. Out of the 121 mountain lions who were tracked over 
the nine years, 63 had died. Poaching caused 11 of these deaths, second only to legal hunting, 
                                                                                                                                                                                           
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 2015. Letter to Conservancy of Southwest Florida from FWC, October 
1, 2015. 
313 Without radio collars, grizzly bear management agencies would be unaware of one-half (46 to 51 percent) of the 
killings that occur. McLellan et al., 1999. Rates and Causes of Grizzly Bear Mortality in the Interior Mountains of 
British Columbia, Alberta, Montana, Washington, and Idaho. Journal of Wildlife Management 63, no. 3, 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/3802805. One-half to two-thirds of human-killed grizzly bears are never reported. 
Schwartz et al., 2003. Grizzly Bear (Ursus Arctos) in Wild Mammals of North America: Biology, Management, and 
Conservation (G.A. Feldhamer, B.C. Thompson, and J.A. Chapman, eds). Chapron & Treves, 2016. Blood Does Not 
Buy Goodwill: Allowing Culling Increases Poaching of a Large Carnivore. Proceedings of the Royal Society, B 283. 
314 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 2017. Panther Pulse. Retrieved from 
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/managed/panther/pulse/ 
315 Andren et al., 2006. Survival rates and causes of mortality in Eurasian lynx (Lynx lynx) in multi-use landscapes. 
Biological Conservation 131:23-32.  
316 Chapron & Treves, 2016. Blood Does Not Buy Goodwill: Allowing Culling Increases Poaching of a Large 
Carnivore. Proceedings of the Royal Society, B 283. 
317 Ibid. 
318 Ibid.; Treves, 2009. Hunting for Large Carnivore Conservation. Journal of Applied Ecology 46:1350-1356.  
319 The Humane Society of the United States, 2017. State of the Mountain Lion: A Call to End Trophy Hunting of 
America's Lion. Washington, DC. 
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which caused 36 deaths.320 Additional causes of death were natural (10 lions), killed for 
livestock protection purposes (two lions), vehicle collision (one lion) and unknown (three lions).  


 
Florida panthers are also at risk of incidental hounding and trapping, practices permitted by 


FWC for other species throughout the state. Traps and wire snares do not discriminate between 
species and often catch non-target animals.321 Incidental trapping of mountain lions is an 
unfortunate but all too common occurrence in many states across the western U.S.322 


 
The risk of increased panther poaching opportunity and potential warrants more systematic 


study given that poaching of large carnivores is a major source of mortality that has slowed or 
reversed several population recoveries.323 FWS must consider these threats during the current 
status review process.  
 
Climate change 
 


Anthropogenic climate change stressors including sea level rise, increasing storm surge and 
tidal flooding, more intense hurricanes, changes in precipitation, and rising temperatures and 
increases in extreme weather events pose significant and growing threats to the Florida panther. 
Key climate change harms to the Florida panther include the significant loss and degradation of 
habitat due to sea level rise, flooding, and storm surge; increasing stress from more frequent heat 
waves and other extreme weather events; and the disruption of ecosystem structure and function. 


 
Sea level rise is a primary threat to the Florida panther because it is projected to inundate and 


fragment large regions of the panther’s existing habitat in South Florida.324 For example, two 
studies projected that three feet of sea level rise, which is highly likely within this century, would 
inundate about 30 percent of existing panther habitat. 325 The panther’s habitat in South Florida is 
particularly vulnerable to sea level rise because of its low elevation, flat topography, extensive 
coastline, frequency of large storm events, and porous limestone geology.326 In Monroe County, 


                                                           
320 Robinson & Desimone, 2011. The Garnet Range Mountain Lion Study: Characteristics of a Hunted Population in 
West-Central Montana: Final Report. Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks. 
321 Lemieux & Czetwertynski, 2006;  Muth et al., 2006; Iossa et al., 2007; Proulx et al., 2015; Andelt et al., 1999. 
Trapping Furbearers: an Overview of the Biological and Social Issues Surrounding a Public Policy Controversy. 
Wildlife Society Bulletin 27:53-64. 
322 The Humane Society of the United States. 2017. State of the Mountain Lion: A Call to End Trophy Hunting of 
America's Lion. Washington, DC. 
323 Goodrich et al., 2008. Survival Rates and Causes of Mortality of Amur Tigers On and Near the Sikhote-Alin 
Biosphere Zapovednik. Journal of Zoology 276:323-329; Liberg et al., 2012. Shoot, Shovel andShut Up: Cryptic 
Poaching Slows Restoration of a Large Carnivore in Europe. Proceedings of the Royal Society of London Series B 
270:91-98; Treves et al., 2017. Gray Wolf Mortality Patterns in Wisconsin from 1979 to 2012. Journal of 
Mammalogy 98:17-32. 
324 Fei et al., 2011. A Perfect Storm May Threaten Florida Panther Recovery. Frontiers in Ecology and the 
Environment 9: 317-318. 
325 Whittle et al., 2008. Global Climate Change and its Effects on Large Carnivore Habitat in Florida. Abstract, 
Florida’s Wildlife: On the Frontline of Climate Change, October 1-3, 2008, 
http://www.ces.fau.edu/floc/posters.html; Miller, n.d.. Climate Change and Florida’s Wildlife. [online] 
Defender.org. Available at: 
http://www.defenders.org/sites/default/files/publications/climate_change_and_floridas_wildlife.pdf. 
326 Weiss et al., 2011. Implications of Recent Sea Level Rise Science for Low-Elevation Areas in Coastal Cities of 
the Coterminous U.S.A. Climatic Change 105:635-645; Strauss et al., 2012. Tidally Adjusted Estimates of 
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for example, 74 percent of the land area is less than 3 feet above sea level.327 Low elevation 
presents the risks of inundation due to hurricanes and storm surges, reduced stormwater release 
capacity, saltwater intrusion, and seawater flooding of inland ecosystems.328 Saltwater intrusion 
from sea level rise and invasive species has already compromised the Everglades by altering 
habitat and making it inhospitable to native wildlife.329 


 
Global average sea level has already risen by roughly eight inches over the past century, and 


sea level rise is increasing in pace.330 A rapid acceleration in the rate of sea level rise along the 
U.S. Atlantic Coast since 2000 has been attributed to the weakening of the entire Gulf Stream 
system.331 Consistent with this acceleration, coastal areas of South Florida have experienced 
rates of sea level rise that are higher than the global average. For example, off Virginia Key, the 
average rate of regional sea level rise since 2006 was 9 ± 4 mm per year, which is much higher 
than the global average rate between 1993 and 2012 of 3.2 ± 0.4 mm per year based on satellite 
data and 2.8 ± 0.4 mm per year based on in-situ data.332  


 
According to the Third National Climate Assessment, global sea level rise of three to four 


feet is likely by 2100, with sea-level rise of 6.6 feet possible.333 The 2017 inter-agency technical 
report Global and Regional Sea Level Rise Projections for the United States, created to inform 
the Fourth National Climate Assessment,334 revises sea level rise projections upward. The report 
adds an “extreme” upper-bound scenario for global mean sea level (GMSL) rise of 2.5 m by the 
year 2100, and revises the lower-bound scenario upward to 0.3 m by the year 2100. The report 
provides six emissions-based, probabilistic GMSL rise scenarios for 2100: Low (0.3 meters or 1 
foot), Intermediate-Low (0.5 meters or 1.6 feet), Intermediate (1.0 meters or 3.2 feet), 
                                                                                                                                                                                           
Topographic Vulnerability to Sea Level Rise and Flooding for the Contiguous United States. Environmental 
Research Letters 7: 014033; Melillo & Yohe, Eds., 2014: Climate Change Impacts in the United States: The Third 
National Climate Assessment. U.S. Global Change Research Program; Parkinson et al., 2015. Managing the 
Anthropocene marine transgression to the year 2100 and beyond in the State of Florida U.S.A. Climatic Change 
128: 85-98. 
327 Strauss et al., 2014. Florida and the Surging Sea: A Vulnerability Assessment With Projections for Sea Level 
Rise and Coastal Flood Risk. Climate Central Research Report. Accessed at 
http://sealevel.climatecentral.org/uploads/ssrf/FL-Report.pdf. P. 23. 
328 Obeysekera et al., 2011. Past and Projected Trends in Climate and Sea Level for South Florida. Interdepartmental 
Climate Change Group. South Florida Water Management District, West Palm Beach, Florida, Hydrologic and 
Environmental Systems Modeling Technical Report. Accessed at 
http://www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xrepository/sfwmd_repository_pdf/ccireport_publicationversion_14jul11.
pdf. 
329 Finkl et al., 2017. The Florida Everglades: An Overview of Alteration and Restoration. Pages 3-45 in C. W. Finkl 
and C. Makowski (Eds.). Coastal Wetlands: Alteration and Remediation. Springer International Publishing, Cham. 
330 Melillo & Yohe, Eds., 2014: Climate Change Impacts in the United States: The Third National Climate 
Assessment. U.S. Global Change Research Program. P. 44. 
331 Sallenger et al., 2012. Hotspot of Accelerated Sea-Level Rise on the Atlantic Coast of North America. Nature 
Climate Change 2: 884-888; Ezer et al., 2013. Gulf Stream’s Induced Sea Level Rise and Variability along the U.S. 
Mid-Atlantic coast. Journal of Geophysical Research: Oceans 118: 685-697; Compact 2015; Park, J. and W. Sweet. 
2015. Accelerated Sea Level Rise and Florida Current Transport. Ocean Science 11: 607-615. 
332 Wdowinski et al., 2016. Increasing Flooding Hazard in Coastal Communities Due to Rising Sea Level: Case 
Study of Miami Beach, Florida. Ocean & Coastal Management 126: 1-8. 
333 Melillo & Yohe, Eds., 2014: Climate Change Impacts in the United States: The Third National Climate 
Assessment. U.S. Global Change Research Program. 
334 Sweet et al., 2017. Global and Regional Sea Level Rise Scenarios for the United States. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, Silver Spring, Maryland, January 2017. 
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Intermediate-High (1.5 meters or 5 feet), High (2.0 meters or 6.6 feet), and Extreme (2.5 meters 
or 8.2 feet). The report also projects that, at most locations examined, with only about 0.35 m 
(<14 inches) of local relative sea level rise, the annual frequencies of disruptive and damaging 
flooding will increase 25-fold as early as 2030 under the Intermediate-High scenario, and as 
early as 2040 under the Intermediate scenario. 


 
Other regional projections for Florida also indicate that sea level rise of three to four feet or 


more is highly likely within this century. The Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change 
Compact (“Compact”) provides guidance on the sea level rise projections that managers should 
use for different time horizons for South Florida.335 According to the Compact, in the short term, 
by 2030, sea level is projected to rise 6 to 10 inches above 1992 mean sea level; in the medium 
term, by 2060, sea level is projected to rise 14 to 34 inches above 1992 mean sea level; and in the 
long term, by 2100, sea level is projected to rise 31 to 81 inches above 1992 mean sea level.336 


 
The best available science makes clear that the impacts of sea level rise will be long-lived. A 


recent study estimated that eight feet of sea-level rise are locked in over the long term for every 
degree Celsius of warming. Under all IPCC emissions scenarios, sea level rise will continue 
beyond 2100 for many centuries, as summarized by the Third National Climate Assessment: 


Sea level rise will not stop in 2100 because the oceans take a very long time to 
respond to warmer conditions at the Earth’s surface. Ocean waters will therefore continue 
to warm and sea level will continue to rise for many centuries at rates equal to or higher 
than that of the current century. In fact, recent research has suggested that even present 
day carbon dioxide levels are sufficient to cause Greenland to melt completely over the 
next several thousand years.337 


 
The FWS should also consider the effects of climate-change-related flooding resulting from 


increasing storm surge and storm intensity and increasing tidal flooding, compounded by sea 
level rise. Nuisance flooding, also called “sunny day flooding,” occurs when high tide conditions 
are exacerbated by sea level rise. Nuisance flooding has increased substantially on the East, Gulf 
and West coasts by 300 to 925 percent since the 1960s, primarily due to sea level rise.338 For 
example, according to a detailed flooding analysis for Miami Beach between 1998 and 2013, 
flooding frequency significantly increased after 2006, with a 33 percent increase in rain-induced 
flooding and a more than 400 percent increase in tide-induced flooding.339 Scientific studies 
project that nuisance flooding will become much more frequent and severe in the next few 


                                                           
335 Southeast Florida Climate Change Compact Sea Level Rise Work Group (Compact), 2015. Unified Sea Level 
Rise Projection for Southeast Florida. A Document Prepared for the Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change 
Compact Steering Committee. 
336 Id. at 4. 
337 Melillo & Yohe, Eds., 2014: Climate Change Impacts in the United States: The Third National Climate 
Assessment. U.S. Global Change Research Program. P. 45.  
338 NOAA, 2014. Sea Level Rise and Nuisance Flood Frequency Changes around the United States. NOAA 
Technical Report NOS CO-OPS 073; Sweet & Park, 2014. From the extreme to the mean: Acceleration and tipping 
points of coastal inundation from sea level rise. Earth’s Future 2: 579-600; NOAA [National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration], What is nuisance flooding (2016), http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/nuisance-
flooding.html. 
339 Wdowinski et al. 2016. 
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decades.340 For example, an analysis by Dahl et al. (2017) projected that tidal flooding in 
Virginia Key off South Florida will increase significantly in the near-term, from 5.1 flood events 
per year during 2001-2015 to 46 flood events per year by 2030 and 206 events per year by 
2045.341 


 
Increasingly intense storms and storm surge due to climate change will exacerbate flooding 


of the Florida panther’s habitat. Frakes et al, 2015 acknowledges that water level is one of the 
most important factors when determining adult breeding habitat, noting that habitat is not useful 
for breeding panthers if the average water depth is greater than 0.5 meter.342 As sea levels rise, 
storm surge rides on a higher sea surface which pushes water further inland and creates more 
flooding of coastal habitats.343 The frequency of high-severity Atlantic hurricanes is 
increasing,344 which results in more frequent and severe hurricane-generated surge events and 
wave heights.345 Large storm surge events of Hurricane Katrina magnitude have already doubled 
in response to warming during the 20th century.346 A recent study projected a twofold to 
sevenfold increase in the frequency of Atlantic hurricane surge events for each 1°C in 
temperature rise.347 A separate study projected that, under the RCP 4.5 emissions scenario which 
the world is exceeding, the intensity of Atlantic hurricanes will increase, accompanied by a 
median increase in storm surge of 25 percent to 47 percent.348  


 
Inland inundation, even under lower scenarios of sea level rise, would create mass human 


population migration and social crisis, which would have significant direct and indirect effects 
on Florida panther and its habitat. Hauer et al., 2016 forecast that 13.1 million people in coastal 
areas of the U.S. will be at risk of flooding from sea level rise by 2100, which would drive mass 
human migration.349 With six feet of sea level rise, Florida is projected to account for nearly half 
of the total U.S. population at risk from displacement by sea level rise. In Monroe County, in 
core panther habitat, 55 percent of the human population is considered at risk from 0.9 meters (3 
feet) of sea level rise, and 85percent of the population is at risk with 1.8 meters (6 feet) of sea 


                                                           
340 Moftakhari et al. 2015. Increased nuisance flooding along the coasts of the United States due to sea level rise: 
Past and future, Geophysical Research Letters 42: 9846–9852.  
341 Dahl et al., 2017. Sea level rise drives increased tidal flooding frequency at tide gauges along the U.S. East and 
Gulf Coasts: Projections for 2030 and 2045. PLoS ONE 12(2): e0170949. 
342 Frakes et al., 2015. Landscape Analysis of Adult Florida Panther Habitat. PLoS ONE, 10(7): e0133044. DOI: 
10.1371/journal.pone.0133044. 
343 Tebaldi et al., 2012. Modelling sea level rise impacts on storm surges along US coasts. Environmental Research 
Letters 7: 014032. P. 12. 
344 Elsner et al., 2008. The increasing intensity of the strongest tropical cyclones. Nature 455: 92-95; Bende et al. 
2010. Modeled impact of anthropogenic warming on the frequency of intense Atlantic hurricanes. Science 327: 454-
458; Kishtawal et al. 2012. Tropical cyclone intensification trends during satellite era (1986–2010). Geophysical 
Research Letters 39:L10810. 
345 Grinsted et al., 2012. Homogeneous record of Atlantic hurricane surge threat since 1923. PNAS 109:19601-
19605; Komar & Allan, 2008. Increasing hurricane-generated wave heights along the U.S. east coast and their 
climate controls. Journal of Coastal Research 24: 479-488. 
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347 Id. 
348 Balaguru  et al., 2016. Future hurricane storm surge risk for the U.S. gulf and Florida coasts based on projections 
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level rise.350 Therefore, the FWS must evaluate the synergistic effects of development, projected 
human population growth351 and displacement from sea level rise on the Florida panther. Due to 
the Florida panther’s already limited range and the high degree of development in and 
surrounding panther habitat, there is likely little suitable habitat where the Florida panther could 
disperse, making climate change a dire threat to its survival. 


 
At the ecosystem level, as a result of the combined effects of sea level rise, increased 


flooding and stronger hurricanes, Southwest Florida’s 4,500 square miles of coastal wetlands 
will be largely inundated.352 Wetland areas will experience loss of wildlife habitat, land loss, 
increased vulnerability to storm damage, and increased salinity of rivers, bays, and aquifers.353 
Current vegetated areas will be converted to open water, pushing wetland species landward. 
Unfortunately, manmade structures such as seawalls and development will inhibit landward 
migration of estuarine vegetation and wildlife, resulting in complete habitat loss.354 If landward 
migration of mangrove and wetland species is possible, it will cause a complete shift in the plant 
community structure and function. Landward migration of seagrass beds will deplete existing 
beds due to a lack of sunlight penetration in deeper water. This, combined with increased 
stormwater runoff, turbidity, and human activity, will cause die-offs at wetland edges.355 


 
Concerning the effects climate change on southeastern environments, the Global Change 


Research Program stated, “[e]cological thresholds are expected to be crossed throughout the 
region, causing major disruptions to ecosystems and to the benefits they provide to people.”356 
Climate models project both continued warming in all seasons across the southeast U.S., and an 
increase in the rate of warming, and an increased frequency, intensity, and duration of extreme 
heat events.357 The warming in air and water temperatures projected for the southeast will create 
heat-related stress for fish and wildlife. Climate change will alter the distribution of native plants 
and animals and will lead to the local loss of imperiled species and the displacement of native 
species by invasives.358 Both drought and severe storms could result in an altered prey base and 
food availability.359 Species’ persistence will depend upon, among other factors, the protection 


                                                           
350 Id. at Supplemental Information Table 2S. 
351 Zwick & Carr, 2006. Florida 2060: A Population Distribution Scenario for the State of Florida; available at 
www.1000fof.org/PUBS/2060/Florida-2060-Report-Final.pdf.  
352 Florida Oceans and Coastal Council, 2010. Climate change and sea-level rise in Florida: an update of “The 
effects of climate change on Florida’s ocean and coastal resources.” [2009 Report] Tallahassee, Florida. Available at 
http://www.flseagrant.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Climate_Change_and_Sea_Level _Rise_in_FL.pdf 
353 Beever et al., 2009. Adaptation Plan for the City of Punta Gorda. Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
and Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program, Technical Report 09-4, 406 pages. Adopted by the City of Punta 
Gorda on November 18, 2009. Available at 
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356 Karl et al. (eds.), 2009. Global Climate Change Impacts in the United States. U.S. Global Change Research 
Program. Cambridge University Press, at 115. 
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of current and future suitable habitat climate refugia, and habitat connectivity to allow species to 
disperse to suitable habitat.360   


 
As further evidence of extensive ecosystem disruption from climate change, a recent analysis 


found that climate-related local extinctions are already widespread and have occurred in 
hundreds of species, including almost half of the 976 species surveyed, across climatic zones, 
clades, and habitats.361 A separate study estimated that nearly half (47 percent) of terrestrial non-
volant threatened mammals (out of 873 species) and nearly one-quarter (23.4 percent) of 
threatened birds (out of 1,272 species) may have already been negatively impacted by climate 
change in at least part of their distribution.362 The study concluded that “populations of large 
numbers of threatened species are likely to be already affected by climate change, and that 
conservation managers, planners and policy makers must take this into account in efforts to 
safeguard the future of biodiversity.” A recent meta-analysis concluded that climate change is 
already impacting 82 percent of key ecological processes that form the foundation of healthy 
ecosystems and which humans depend on for basic needs.363 Genes are changing, species’ 
physiology and physical features such as body size are changing, species are rapidly moving to 
keep track of suitable climate space, and entire ecosystems are under stress. 


 
Conclusion 
 


Thank you for considering our comments, providing scientific and technical information 
regarding each subject area requested by the FWS.364 It is evident, based on this best available 
information,365 that the Florida panther should continue to be classified as a subspecies of Puma 
concolor warranting the highest level of protection as endangered under the ESA. 
 
Signed,  
 
Amber Crooks      Jason Totoiu 
Senior Environmental Policy Specialist  Executive Director 
Conservancy of Southwest Florida   Everglades Law Center, Inc. 
(239) 262-0304, ext. 286    (863) 298-8000 
amberc@conservancy.org    jason@evergladeslaw.org 
 
 
 
 


                                                           
360 Jones et al., 2016. Incorporating Climate Change into Spatial Conservation Prioritisation: A Review. Biological 
Conservation 194: 121-130. 
361 Wiens, 2016. Climate-related Local Extinctions are Already Widespread Among Plant and Animal Species. 
PLoS Biol 14: e2001104. 
362 Pacifici et al., 2017. Species’ Traits Influenced their Response to Recent Climate Change. Nature Climate 
Change doi: 10.1038/NCLIMATE3223. 
363 Scheffers et al. 2016. The Broad Footprint of Climate Change from Genes to Biomes to People. Science 354: 
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364 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants 5-Year Status Review of 23 
Southeastern Species, 82 Fed. Reg. 29916 (June 30, 2017). 
365 U.S.C. 16 § 1533(b)(1)(a). 
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Jaclyn Lopez      Nicole Paquette 
Florida Director, Senior Attorney   Vice President, Wildlife Protection 
Center for Biological Diversity   The Humane Society of the United States 
 (727) 490-9190     (202) 452-1100 
jlopez@biologicaldiversity.org   npaquette@humanesociety.org 
 
Alison Kelly      Jan Creamer 
Senior Attorney     President 
Natural Resources Defense Council   Animal Defenders International 
(202) 289-6868     (323) 935-2234 
akelly@nrdc.org     usa@ad-international.org  
 
John Adornato, III     Carole Baskin 
Senior Regional Director    Chief Executive Officer 
National Parks Conservation Association  Big Cat Rescue 
(954) 985-2053     (813) 493-4564  
jadornato@npca.org     Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
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Please feel free to contact any of the organizations if you have questions or would like to discuss our
letter further. A CD containing referenced documents will also be provided to you under separate
cover.
 
Thank you for considering our comments.
 
Sincerely,

Amber Crooks
Amber Crooks, Senior Environmental Policy Specialist
Conservancy of Southwest Florida
1495 Smith Preserve Way
Naples, FL 34102

 ext. 286
amberc@conservancy.org
www.conservancy.org

Protecting Southwest Florida’s unique natural 
environment and quality of life…now and forever.
 
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
 

mailto:amberc@conservancy.org
http://www.conservancy.org/
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From: John Holic
To: Ron Wentworth; david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Joy Wentworth
Subject: Re: Continue to Protect the Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 8:05:50 PM

Dear Mr. Wentworth,
Thank you for your comments and I could not agree more. As a positive side note, there have
been two confirmed sightings of a panther on the Island of Venice, one sighting complete with
pictures.
We will do what we can in the city, hopefully with the full support of council.
Sincerely,
John Holic
Mayor, City of Venice

Get Outlook for iOS
_____________________________
From: Ron Wentworth <ronwentworth1@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2017 6:31 PM
Subject: Continue to Protect the Florida Panther
To: <david_shindle@fws.gov>
Cc: John Holic <jholic@venicegov.com>, Joy Wentworth <joywentworth1@yahoo.com>

Dear Mr. Shindle,

My wife, Joy, and I are 28-year residents of Sarasota County.  I have followed the
plight and slow improvement of the Florida panther for many years.  

Venice, FL Mayor John Holic was instrumental in getting a bronze sculpture of a
Florida panther installed in our James T Blalock Park in Venice.   Joy and I attended
the dedication of the panther sculpture at that park several years ago.  If you are ever
in Venice, I recommend that you visit this park to see the sculptures of the panther
and other Florida species including the manatee.   They at quite remarkable to see.

From an 8/24/17 article in the Sarasota Herald Tribune, I read that it is estimated that
there are only 230 panthers alive in Florida.  Presently the Florida panther
designation is endangered.  Each year since 2012 new records of panther vehicular
deaths are set.  

Considering the high number of panther deaths this year resulting mostly from
highway accidents (13) and the low estimated number of living panthers in Florida
(230), I strongly urge you to keep the Florida panther listed as endangered.

Thank you for your attention to this very important issue. 

Ron Wentworth
400 Bellini Circle
Nokomis, FL 34275
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ronwentworth1@yahoo.com



From: robert
To: Robert Roscow; david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Ralf Brookes; Heidi Mehaffey; John and Pat Wade Jr.
Subject: Re: Delisting the Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 8:45:41 AM

Nothing shocks me anymore.

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S®6 active, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

-------- Original message --------
From: Robert Roscow <rfroscow@snet.net>
Date: 8/11/17 8:06 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Ralf Brookes <ralfbrookes@gmail.com>, Rob Hartsell <robert@hartsell-law.com>, Heidi
Mehaffey <heidimehaffey@gmail.com>, "John and Pat Wade Jr."
<redlandcountrynews@hotmail.com>
Subject: Delisting the Florida Panther

I am shocked that this is even being considered although given the huge political power of the
landed gentry I guess I shouldn't be.
My understanding of the ESA is that there must be multiple viable populations.  That is
certainly not the case here with most of the population south of the Caloosahatchee River in
south Florida.  The panthers north of there are in general young males driven out by dominant
males.  Until this year there were no females reported north of the river.  Now that amounts to
one with two kittens.  Surely that does not amount to a viable population.

Compounding the problem is that the panthers' existing habitat is being fragmented by
development and its roads leading to high road kills.  Also global warming will be causing a
rise in the water levels of this habitat thereby degrading it.  The panther can tolerate swampy
conditions to a point but swamps do not support the deer populations on which they prey.

The panther is being made out as the culprit here as human populations expand into their
habitat and cattle ranches.  The panther needs extremely large areas free of humans and houses
and cars.  Until restrictions are in place limiting this development human-panther conflicts will
only increase.

Show us the proof of these preserve areas around Florida where panthers can flourish before
basically putting them back on the path to extinction.

Thank you for your consideration.

Robert F. Roscow 
127 Woodlawn Street 
Hamden, CT 06517
Cell: (203) 

mailto:robert@hartsell-law.com
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Sent from my iPhone



From: LaRosa, Larry
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: RE: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 4:10:27 PM

Please keeps this beloved animal on the Endangered species List.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:larry.larosa@unisys.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Laura Ciociola
To: Shindle, David
Subject: Re: Florida panther campaign
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2017 10:07:47 AM

Thanks for this, David. Our letter would likely be something along the lines of "Maintain the
Florida panther's current classification as endangered on the threatened and endangered
species list" as part of a larger push to protect the Endangered Species Act. Is there any other
language you would recommend to offer clarity. Our goal is to provide maximum protection
for the panther (and make sure that it is still regarded as its own unique species).

Laura

Communications and Development
Florida Conservation Voters

laura@fcvoters.org
www.FCVoters.org

On Thu, Aug 10, 2017 at 9:58 AM, Shindle, David <david_shindle@fws.gov> wrote:
Hi Laura-

Thank you for reaching out and I appreciate your offer to create a sign-on letter as you
described.  That option would be very helpful as we do not have a separate email address set
up to receive the public comments for this 5-Year Review.  Given the volume of emails that
can result from these types of Action Alerts, my inbox can obviously become pretty
strained.  

In case you have not seen it, here's a link to our news release that does provide some
background on the 5-Year Review, the types of information we are seeking comments on,
and where those comments can be sent.

https://www.fws.gov/verobeach/20170730FloridaPantherFiveYearReviewNR.html

If you do need any additional info, please don't hesitate to contact me.

Kind regards,

David   

                                                                  
David Shindle
Florida Panther Coordinator
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
12085 State Road 29 S
Immokalee, FL 34142
Office 
Cell 
david_shindle@fws.gov

NOTE: All email correspondence and attachments
received from or sent to me are subject to the
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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and may be
disclosed to third parties.
                                                                           

On Thu, Aug 10, 2017 at 9:40 AM, Laura Ciociola <laura@fcvoters.org> wrote:
Hi, David, as part of our outreach to our members, we wanted to highlight the review of
the Florida panther plan FWS is considering and offer an avenue for them to make public
comment before August 29. Is there a site where you all are collecting comments on this
issue?

If not, rather than flood your inbox, I can create a sign-on letter and collect everyone's
contact information and then send it along to you. We can have up to 1,000 people
participate in these types of actions, so I wanted to see from you what is most helpful from
your end.

Thanks so much for your guidance,

Laura

Communications and Development
Florida Conservation Voters

laura@fcvoters.org
www.FCVoters.org

mailto:laura@fcvoters.org
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From: Susan Green
To: Alyce McCathran; david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Re: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:23:49 PM

I agree with you.

On Mon, Aug 28, 2017 at 7:19 PM Alyce McCathran <alycemcc1939@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear Mr. Shindle,
 
I am writing to request that you not take steps to remove the Florida panther from the
endangered species list.   Since there are only about 200 remaining and their habitat is
continually being diminished by more and more land clearing for construction, it is
important to preserve the ones we have left.   I know that in your position with the Fish and
Wildlife Service you are fully aware of this, but I want you to know that there are many
Floridians besides myself that care and are concerned about our wildlife and want to see it
protected in the strongest way possible.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alyce McCathran
Apollo Beach, Fl.  33572

mailto:sgreen6513@gmail.com
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From: Candy Sullivan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Re: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:34:47 PM

Please listen to this. Thank you.

If you have some free time this weekend, South Florida Wildlands Association (SFWA) was a recent guest on
WLRN's "Topical Currents." The 50-minute interview covered many of the environmental issues SFWA is engaged
in - oil exploration, pipelines, power plant expansions, sprawl, and the plight of the Florida panther. Click "listen"
on the link below to tune in.

http://wlrn.org/post/south-florida-wildlife-association-executive-director-matthew-schwartz

Sent from my iPhone

> On Aug 28, 2017, at 3:54 PM, Candy Sullivan <cms48@live.com> wrote:
>
> Dear Mr. Schindler,
> I know you will hear from lots of people that will want to talk numbers and science with you. I am writing as a
third generation Floridian. My children/grandchildren who were
> born in and live in Florida are the 4th and 5th generations.  I say this to explain we knew this state before it was
concreted over. I find it disheartening that some here in Florida ALWAYS believe that KILLING THE ANIMAL is
the answer to any real or perceived human animal conflict. I believe if my family and I are ever going to see our
bears and our panthers in THEIR WILD HOMES we must stop the killing. Why does the animal always have to pay
with their lives when humans cause the problems with their GREED ? I want my grandkids to hike Florida as I have.
I want them to SEE BEARS and if very lucky, PANTHERS in the wild. Alive. Not dead on the side of the road.
Please do everything you can to protect our panthers. The thrill of the bloodthirsty trophy hunter who does not care
if future generations will experience the wildness of animals NOT in cages.  We must PROTECT PANTHERS! 
Please. Thank you.
> Candy Sullivan
> 220 South St.
> Neptune Beach, Fl.
> 32266
>
> Sent from my iPhone

mailto:cms48@live.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
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From: Kathleen McQuaid
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: re: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:12:45 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
I believe that the FWS should be proactive to support the Florida Panther.  Recovery needs to
be ramped up, not scaled back.  Critical habitat needs to be designated and protected in an
interconnected plan.  Landowner outreach and incentive programs need to commence.
 Reintroduce the Panther to the southern Appalachians and north Florida.  This and more
needs to take place before it is too late to have this carnivore exist in our wilds again.
Thank you, 
Kathleen McQuaid

mailto:kemcquaid@outlook.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Preston Robertson
To: Nancy Payton; david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: "wildfed@gmail.com" (wildfed@gmail.com); Sarah Owen Gledhill; Daniel.Smith@ucf.edu; Diane Hines; Danny

Gwynn-Shapiro
Subject: RE: Florida Wildlife Federation - Comments on Five-Year Review of the Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:46:00 PM

Thanks very much, Nancy. Preston
 

From: Nancy Payton 
Sent: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:45 PM
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: 'wildfed@gmail.com' (wildfed@gmail.com); Preston Robertson; Sarah Owen Gledhill;
Daniel.Smith@ucf.edu; Diane Hines; Danny Gwynn-Shapiro
Subject: Florida Wildlife Federation - Comments on Five-Year Review of the Florida Panther
 
August 29, 2017                                                             Comments sent by email and U.S. mail
 
 
David Shindle
South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
12085 State Road 29 S
Immokalee, Florida 34142
 
RE:       Five-Year Status Review of the Florida Panther
 
Dear Mr. Shindle:
 
The endangered Florida panther’s status does not meet the current criteria for reclassification
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and contained in the 2008 Florida Panther Recovery
Plan.
https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/Panther%20Recovery%20Plan.pdf
 
Interim Recovery Goal Not Met
 
Due to the challenging nature of attaining the recovery criteria, an interim recovery goal was established
to gauge progress towards the goals of reclassification and delisting.
 
The Florida Panther Recovery Plan states that the interim recovery goal will be achieved when the
following three tasks are met.
 
Task 1.  The south and south-central Florida panther subpopulation is maintained, restored, and
expanded beyond 80 to 100 individuals (adults and subadults).
 
Task 2.  Two subpopulations with a minimum of 80 individuals each are established and maintained
within the historic range.
 
Task 3.  Sufficient habitat quality, quantity, and spatial configuration to support these three
subpopulations is retained, protected, or secured for the long-term.
 

mailto:preston@fwfonline.org
mailto:nancypayton@fwfonline.org
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The first task is achieved. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission estimates the current
population is 120 to 230 adults and subadults living in primary habitat south of the Caloosahatchee
River.
http://myfwc.com/news/news-releases/2017/february/22/panther-population/
 
The other tasks have not been achieved. Two subpopulations with a minimum of 80 individuals do not
exist. Although there are significant tracts of public and private conservation lands in Florida, the
current conservation network is not contiguous and therefore may not be sufficient to support three
subpopulations long-term.
 
Reclassification Criteria Not Met
 
The Florida Panther Recovery Plan mandates that both of the following criteria must be met before
reclassification is considered. Neither criterion has been achieved to warrant considering reclassification.
 
Criterion 1.        Two viable populations of at least 240 individuals (adults and subadults) each have
been established and subsequently maintained for a minimum of twelve years (two panther
generations; one panther generation is six years).
 
Criterion 2.        Sufficient habitat quality, quantity, and spatial configuration to support these
populations is retained, protected or secured for the long-term.  
 
Two viable populations do not exist.  There is not yet one viable population according to the current
population estimate of 120 to 230 individuals announced by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission in February 2017. 
 
Although there are significant tracts of public and private conservation lands in Florida, the current
conservation network is not contiguous and not sufficient to support long-term two viable populations
of at least 240 adults and subadults.
 
Delisting Criteria Not Met

 
The Florida panther Recovery Plan mandates that the following criteria must be met before considering
delisting.
 
Criterion 1.        Three viable, self-sustaining populations of at least 240 individuals (adults and
subadults) each have been established and subsequently maintained for a minimum of twelve years.
 
Criterion 2.        Sufficient habitat quality, quantity, and spatial configuration to support these
populations is retained, protected or secured for the long-term.   
 
It is also important to note that for delisting to be considered, the exchange of individuals and gene flow
among subpopulations must be natural (i.e., not manipulated or managed).
 
Conclusion
 
The Interim Recovery Goals, the Reclassification Criteria, and the Delisting Criteria have been met.
Therefore, there is no trigger to reconsider the endangered status of the Florida panther.
 

http://myfwc.com/news/news-releases/2017/february/22/panther-population/


Florida Wildlife Federation urges the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to aggressively preserve and restore
Florida panther habitat; prioritize necessary habitat linkages for permanent protection; and secure
additional life-saving terrestrial wildlife crossings in regions currently and potentially occupied by Florida
panthers.
 
 
 
Sincerely,

Manley K. Fuller                   Nancy A. Payton
 
Manley K. Fuller                                                            Nancy A. Payton
President                                                                       Southwest Florida Field Representative
 



From: Wyatt Hoover
To: Shindle, David
Subject: RE: Panther Status
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 9:21:25 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Thank you for the quick response, David.  Perhaps the current administration has me a bit jumpy. 
Regardless, I wanted to share my  perspective and that of my constituents. 
 
It looks like the review is comprehensive, can you tell me to what sources of information you have
access when conducting the review?  Can I assume the focus will be on peer-reviewed research or
will anecdotal evidence from commercial interests be considered with equal weight?
 
While there have been positive steps, the population is still dangerously low for genetic diversity.  Do
you have an idea, currently, about how the result of the review will look and if any changes are being
considered?
 
Respectfully,
 
Wyatt Royce Hoover
Town Commissioner
Town of Melbourne Beach
507 Ocean Avenue
Melbourne Beach, Florida  32951

 
Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your e-mail address released in
response to a public-records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by
phone or in writing.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This electronic transmission, including any attachments, may contain
confidential information that is legally privileged and exempt from disclosure.  The information is intended only
for the use of the individual or entity named above.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or
any employee/agent responsible for delivering the message to that recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disclosure, dissemination, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this
confidential information is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please destroy it
and immediately notify me at whoover@melbournebeachfl.org.
 
From: Shindle, David [mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2017 9:05 AM

mailto:whoover@melbournebeachfl.org
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To: Wyatt Hoover <whoover@melbournebeachfl.org>
Subject: Re: Panther Status
 
Hello Commissioner Hoover-
 
Thank you for your comments.
 
I wanted to take the opportunity to respond to your question about why we are conducting this
review.  Five-Year Status Reviews for Federally listed species are required under the Endangered
Species Act.  Hopefully the following press release will provide some context to the Five-Year
Review.
 
 https://www.fws.gov/verobeach/20170730FloridaPantherFiveYearReviewNR.html
 
If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Kind regards,
 
David

                                                                  
David Shindle
Florida Panther Coordinator
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
12085 State Road 29 S
Immokalee, FL 34142
Office 
Cell 
david_shindle@fws.gov
 
NOTE: All email correspondence and attachments
received from or sent to me are subject to the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and may be
disclosed to third parties.
                                                                           
 
On Wed, Aug 23, 2017 at 4:45 PM, Wyatt Hoover <whoover@melbournebeachfl.org> wrote:

Mr. Shindle,
I’m writing to express my support of the current protections for the Florida Panther.  As you know,
apex predators are incredibly important to healthy ecosystems.  A population of ~230 in Florida is
dangerously low, by any standards, and certainly merits continued protection as an Endangered
Species.  I’d be interested to learn why this is even a point of discussion, I look forward to learning
your professional opinion.  Thank you for your time.
 
Kind regards,
 

https://www.fws.gov/verobeach/20170730FloridaPantherFiveYearReviewNR.html
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Wyatt Royce Hoover
Town Commissioner
Town of Melbourne Beach
507 Ocean Avenue
Melbourne Beach, Florida  32951

 
Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your e-mail address released in
response to a public-records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by
phone or in writing.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This electronic transmission, including any attachments, may contain
confidential information that is legally privileged and exempt from disclosure.  The information is intended
only for the use of the individual or entity named above.  If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient or any employee/agent responsible for delivering the message to that recipient, you are hereby
notified that any disclosure, dissemination, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the
contents of this confidential information is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in
error, please destroy it and immediately notify me at whoover@melbournebeachfl.org.
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From: Dell Rubin
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: re: panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:42:47 PM

Please save our Panthers, here in Florida.
Dell Rubin
Englewood, Florida

mailto:dell.rubin3@frontier.com
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From: Melinda Myszoglad
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Re: Please vote to remove so called FL Panthers off the endangered list ..
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 5:59:42 PM

Ohh I saw the pictures of you holding the panther so cool ummm FYI  I have rescued 360 cats , 450 dogs ,birds,
raccoons horse dogs you name it ,I find a panther I'll drag it back  home and treat the wounds ,but I want help ,help
to rehome ,I can't allow it to eat my animals

Sent from my iPad

> On Aug 22, 2017, at 5:47 PM, Melinda <mamadrama239@hotmail.com> wrote:
>
> I personally have almost lost my child ,as well as my home to foreclosure do to following the laws and regulations
given to us bye Fwc.becouse  the  so called Florida panther which I will guarantee you is a mountain lion,cugar  if
tested for DNA is stalking us daily ,for months ...we have bin on the news asking for help given video proof of it to
Fwc and pictures of tracks that they are non stop stalking us ,...and we get a non stop  denyle  and covering the facts
, it's rainy season right we would report to Fwc we got tracks as they told us to do they would come out and say we
are here but we can't look at the tracks  right now becouse we have another call we have to attend to , so I ask when
will you look so it's recorded proof they said later this afternoon , I said it will rain this afternoon tracks will be
washed out , they snickered and said no worries mam .... they never came back the rain washed all prints away
...they did this 3 times to us we took pictures and they said it was dogs while we had cams set up proving it was
cougars ...and FYI non of the cougars were tagged or collard so un accounted for in existence..also 5 of my
neighbors had reported the panthers killing animals to Fwc and they did nothing? All with children? The people we
bought this ranch from a year ago told us they had to sell becouse they had 3 kids and panthers killed and stalked
daily and Fwc wouldn't help them? My home come to find out got flipped bought and sold 3 times every 6 months
do to panther attacks ? They turned to Fwc and couldn't get help so they ran to save the family ? Is that ok?just for
funding? Cover up facts to save jobs? And risk lives? To protect one animal ? I have 9 families testimonies where
they confirm on telling me how Fwc refuses to do anything and tells you to give them money.jail your animals and
kids or else...I'm not moving I worked all my life to buy this farm...and I swear to god if these so called panthers
which are no longer here and replaced withcogars remain protected and leave me with no resources to protect my 
child and livestock and pets bye at least rehoming them or the right to trap them and last resort killing them without
vomiting a federal crime ...I promise you I will fight Fwc to death with attorneys ,I already have 3 of them offering
to take my case on for free .and guess what I don't want a dime !!!! But I do want the right to live in the woods with
happy farm animals not abused jailed animals and fearful that if a panther attracts my child I can't kill it becouse I'll
go to jail becouse the animal is protected ...illlforward you comment I made regarding this issue on other sites..also I
can provide news footage, videos ,pictures ,bank statements costs and sacrifices .....
> Here is the last statement I made to a sight trying to help....
> Took the words right out of my mouth .As a person my self who loves and respects wildlife and a farmer ,I
completely understand the balance and cohabitation . There's no ifs and buts about it.however when the balance is
off way off to the point where the farmer is loosing an average of 40 animals within 2 months to a cougar and cubs
that has no fear of humans ,latterly uses my farm as an all you can eat buffet and doing so in broad daylight with my
kids and us just feet away with music and atvs running , there should be resources  available to defend and protect
our self and our livestock ...as it stands now there is none .we have followed all suggestions laid out bye Fwc ,and
research even tho I do not agree with it because to me it doesn't make sense I ll tell you why....for example Fwc
instructed us to upgrade all livestock cages make it panther proof so they can't get to our animals ..do not let animals
graze lock them up 24/ 7 ..ok so feed cost just tripled ,not to mention cows horses goats house cats chickens are
jailed and miserable  and materials to panther proof everything cost a fortune ,and latterly almost forclose don our
farm now that's just financial right and an unfare cruelty to 140 animals on my farm that are jailed .But the biggest
danger  that every farmer is facing here in just GG estates if we follow Fwc instructions as we all do thinking they
know best and trusting that they do comes with the ultimate price but most cannot think that far ahead and that is
why I'm begging people to not to think with their hearts and use their brains and educate  them selves bye
researching facts .and use common since god gave us before it's too late ...what happens when all farmers lock up all
livestock instructed bye Fwc ?who do you think is next on the food chain? They have to eat right?and for those of
you thinking it won't happen you are in Denial.becouse if you think for a second that the panther will not go after

mailto:mamadrama239@hotmail.com
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your child when she's hungry and has cubs to feed and can't get to your dog cat goat chickens ducks turkeys becouse
they are locked up you have absolute no common sense.the fact is it's already happening just watch the news
cougars in city with traffic are stocking children ,just two weeks ago a young girl was out in the yard and the panther
was stalking thank god there was a chicken with her and she dropped it and ran so the cougar grabbed the chicken
instead ,but what if there was no chicken ? Same at my farm the panther was stalking my child but thank god a baby
goat grazing came bye and the cougar grabbed her instead ....those of you judging fyi my number one mission  was
to get the panther re located not killed ,Fwc refused to do so so 35 more animals had to loose their life ,including
house pets not just live stock ...and was strictly told , I can't defend my animals I can't shoot her or face jail time ,nor
can relocate and trap  ...and please please please all you so called animal tree hugging fools that non stop state how
we shouldn't live in the woods the panthers were here first ,they have the right we took over their homes ? Think
before you speak and you judge us, you in condos ,developments ,roads,malls golf courses.fitness centers ,fast food
eating DAS animal adopting animal rights activist ,I classify you as Hippocrates .us farmers don't pay association
feas and support development corporations ,mass production caged antibiotic filled hormones filled animals you all
buy and support from the grocery shelves ,and poison your children ...we live with nature ,our animals graze ,and
find a balance with nature as god intended.
>



I recently urged the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to make sure that
Florida’s state animal, the panther, remains protected under the
Endangered Species Act. Fewer than 250 panthers remain in our state
and they deserve to be protected from extinction!
TOMORROW is the deadline to weigh in on this decision with the Fish
and Wildlife Service. You can send your thoughts by email to David
Shindle, the biologist collecting responses, at david_shindle@fws.gov
or by fax to 
Let me know if you agree that panthers must remain protected by
replying to this email or by LIKING my Facebook.
Vern

Buchanan Urges Feds Not to Downgrade Panther Protections
Zac Anderson
U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan is calling on federal wildlife officials to
maintain the highest level of protection for the Florida panther under
the Endangered Species Act.
Buchanan, R-Longboat Key, wrote a letter Wednesday to Greg
Sheehan, the acting director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,

From: Jean
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Re: Protecting Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:00:54 PM

Yes, the Panthers in Florida should remain as a protected species.  Norma J. Towry & family.

-----Original Message-----
From: Congressman Vern Buchanan <Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov>
To: towryn <towryn@aol.com>
Sent: Mon, Aug 28, 2017 1:11 pm
Subject: Protecting Florida Panthers
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expressing “my strong concern over reports that the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service may weaken protections for Florida panthers.”
Federal officials currently are reviewing the status of the panther,
which is listed as “endangered” with a population estimated at around
200. The federal government recently downgraded the status of
another iconic Florida species, the West Indian manatee, lowering it
from “endangered” to "threatened." Buchanan objected to that
decision.
 Buchanan told Sheehan that “major hurdles remain to the full
recovery” of the panther.
“Alarmingly, your agency’s standard review comes less than a year after
32 panthers were struck and killed by vehicles on Florida roadways 
the highest number of panther-involved accidents ever recorded,”
Buchanan wrote in his letter. “Such traffic fatalities have risen more
than 65 percent since 2012, outpacing the number of documented
panther births. These roadkills are in addition to other causes of death,
including poaching and disease.”
The Congressman’s move comes six months after federal wildlife
officials decided to downgrade the protected status of the West Indian
manatee, leading a bipartisan group of Florida lawmakers led by
Buchanan to formally objecting to the decision.
In March, the U.S. Department of the Interior announced that
manatees will be considered “threatened” instead of “endangered”
under the Endangered Species Act. The change in status could pave the
way for state and local officials to roll back manatee protections.
A letter signed by 11 Florida lawmakers  nine Democrats and two
Republicans  calls the decision “disappointing and potentially very
harmful to the survival of the iconic Florida animal.”
The Florida panther was one of the original 14 mammals named to the
endangered species list in 1967, but a critical habitat for the big cats
has never been established, “even though one is required by the
Endangered Species Act,” Buchanan noted.
Though the review by the agency occurs every five years, Buchanan
said he is concerned the safeguards may be weakened because the
agency has said it will consider a study claiming the Florida panther is
no different than pumas or mountain lions in western states.
Buchanan was referring to a 2000 study that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has come to focus on by geneticist Melanie Culver and three
fellow scientists that concluded that all the panthers, pumas and
mountain lions in North America are actually a single subspecies. To
some, that suggests that Florida panthers are nothing special,
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genetically.
But Culver, in an interview, said she believes the Florida panther still
belongs on the endangered list, just not the way it is listed now. The
U.S. Geological Survey scientist concedes that making a change would
require a complex solution.
“You’d have to de-list it and then petition it to be listed as another
entity,” Culver told the Tampa Bay Times. “That’s a legal problem.
They’d have to completely lose legal protection to be protected the right
way.”
Florida panthers are the Sunshine State’s official state animal, voted in
by schoolchildren over such other contenders as the alligator and the
mosquito.
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I recently urged the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to make sure that
Florida’s state animal, the panther, remains protected under the
Endangered Species Act. Fewer than 250 panthers remain in our state
and they deserve to be protected from extinction!

TOMORROW is the deadline to weigh in on this decision with the Fish
and Wildlife Service. You can send your thoughts by email to David
Shindle, the biologist collecting responses, at david_shindle@fws.gov
or by fax to 

Let me know if you agree that panthers must remain protected by
replying to this email or by LIKING my Facebook.

Vern

Buchanan Urges Feds Not to Downgrade Panther Protections

From: Mike & Bonnie
To: Congressman Vern Buchanan; david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Re: Protecting Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, September 1, 2017 10:24:46 PM

Yes, I support protecting the extremely endangered Florida panther.  With less than 250 of its species left,
we need to all we can to save this beautiful native creature from extinction.  Thank you for you efforts
toward this achievement.

Mike Gustow
Sarasota FL 34243

On Aug 28, 2017, at 1:07 PM, Congressman Vern Buchanan <Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov>
wrote:
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Zac Anderson

U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan is calling on federal wildlife officials to
maintain the highest level of protection for the Florida panther under
the Endangered Species Act.

Buchanan, R-Longboat Key, wrote a letter Wednesday to Greg
Sheehan, the acting director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
expressing “my strong concern over reports that the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service may weaken protections for Florida panthers.”

Federal officials currently are reviewing the status of the panther,
which is listed as “endangered” with a population estimated at around
200. The federal government recently downgraded the status of
another iconic Florida species, the West Indian manatee, lowering it
from “endangered” to "threatened." Buchanan objected to that
decision.

 Buchanan told Sheehan that “major hurdles remain to the full
recovery” of the panther.

“Alarmingly, your agency’s standard review comes less than a year after
32 panthers were struck and killed by vehicles on Florida roadways —
the highest number of panther-involved accidents ever recorded,”
Buchanan wrote in his letter. “Such traffic fatalities have risen more
than 65 percent since 2012, outpacing the number of documented
panther births. These roadkills are in addition to other causes of death,
including poaching and disease.”

The Congressman’s move comes six months after federal wildlife
officials decided to downgrade the protected status of the West Indian
manatee, leading a bipartisan group of Florida lawmakers led by
Buchanan to formally objecting to the decision.

In March, the U.S. Department of the Interior announced that
manatees will be considered “threatened” instead of “endangered”
under the Endangered Species Act. The change in status could pave the
way for state and local officials to roll back manatee protections.

A letter signed by 11 Florida lawmakers — nine Democrats and two
Republicans — calls the decision “disappointing and potentially very
harmful to the survival of the iconic Florida animal.”

The Florida panther was one of the original 14 mammals named to the
endangered species list in 1967, but a critical habitat for the big cats
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has never been established, “even though one is required by the
Endangered Species Act,” Buchanan noted.

Though the review by the agency occurs every five years, Buchanan
said he is concerned the safeguards may be weakened because the
agency has said it will consider a study claiming the Florida panther is
no different than pumas or mountain lions in western states.

Buchanan was referring to a 2000 study that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has come to focus on by geneticist Melanie Culver and three
fellow scientists that concluded that all the panthers, pumas and
mountain lions in North America are actually a single subspecies. To
some, that suggests that Florida panthers are nothing special,
genetically.

But Culver, in an interview, said she believes the Florida panther still
belongs on the endangered list, just not the way it is listed now. The
U.S. Geological Survey scientist concedes that making a change would
require a complex solution.

“You’d have to de-list it and then petition it to be listed as another
entity,” Culver told the Tampa Bay Times. “That’s a legal problem.
They’d have to completely lose legal protection to be protected the right
way.”

Florida panthers are the Sunshine State’s official state animal, voted in
by schoolchildren over such other contenders as the alligator and the
mosquito.
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From: DeeVon Quirolo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Re: Submission of information for 5 year review of Florida panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 4:05:57 PM
Attachments: Petition from Hernando County, Florida citizens.pdf

David Shindle
South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
12085 State Road 29 S,
Immokalee, FL 34142

Dear Mr. Shindle--attached please find a petition signed by a dozen Hernando County
residents who want the Florida panther to be protected.

Very truly yours, DeeVon  

-- 
DeeVon Quirolo

www.naturecoastconservation.org

We are guests here on this planet, visitors who have come for a short time, so we need to use our days
wisely, to make our world a little better for everyone.
Dalai Lama
 
You must be the change you want to see in the world. 
Mahatma Gandhi
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From: Steve Stone
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: RE: the Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:42:34 AM

Hello David

I lived  in Miami Beach and No. Miami Beach from 1955 - 1967  

My Family still lives in south Florida, where i visit several times a year..

so I feel its part of my home  ,  and being that  I am writing to ask you to build up and 
maintain  increased protection for the Florida panther. 

It seems that all of the majestic wildlife on our Earth is slowly being driven to 
extinction for the most ridiculous reasons

Sexual prowess,  design accessories,  fur coats,  or just the most ridiculous of all   
sport hunting.   

You have the opportunity here to do something that would be a part of turning that 
around and then you could tell the others what you are doing and to follow your 
example where they have similar issues…..

I hope you do

Sincerely

Steve Stone

Los Angeles

mailto:stevestone1945@gmail.com
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From: Vikki Nelson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Regarding Florida Panther"s Status
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:19:29 AM

Dear David Shindle,
I am horrified to learn that Fish and Wildlife are currently considering lessening the status of
the Florida Panther. The Florida Panther has been at great risk for years and a small increase in
numbers, which currently is in question, is no reason to change its status, particularly in light
of the current issues that this species would face from the loss of its status. Extreme habitat
loss, hunting, poaching, the spread of disease and other issues would cause a dramatic decline
in their populations if its status was weakened. Quite possibly, faster than fish and wildlife
would be able to handle. Fish and wildlife has been put in place to ensure the safety of our
natural resources and the wildlife that serve an important role in our ecosystem. This species
is not only iconic, but one of Florida's few natural predators that can control the populations
of countless other species that could run rampant in Florida, including deer, coyotes and many
other animals. This is a keystone species and therefore requires extensive protection. I hope
you fully comprehend the importance of your role in protecting Florida first and foremost.
Weakening the Florida Panther's status will not help the animal or the state. Doing so not only
hurts the Florida ecosystem, economy and one of our most iconic species, it shows your lack
of interest in maintaining it. Please, do not downlist the Florida Panther.
Sincerely, Vikki Nelson

Sincerely, Vikki Nelson
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From: Joshua Luzula
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Regarding Panther recovery
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 8:46:07 PM

Hello, my name is Joshua Luzula and I am against any law that allows for the killing of panthers. We need
to preserve our wildlife at every cost. Panthers are beautiful Creatures and not just something you can get
rid of because its a nuisance to a few. Protecting our Panthers is the right thing to do, now and forever!
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From: william
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Regarding potention delisting of the Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 9:36:20 AM

Good Morning Mr. Shindle,

I had read that the Florida panther protections are being reviewed for potential delisting as a
protected species. I live in Broward and would like to add my voice that this cat is still very
much in danger from habitat destruction and should be protected as it plays a role in a healthy
eco-system.

Thank you so much,
Bill
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From: Nora Heckerman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Regarding reconsideration of Panthers
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 10:42:43 PM

Hello, I fully believe we should keep every preservation that we have in place, and make them
more strict.  If at all possible find a way to reserve more land for all the animals.
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From: Amanda Olivares
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Regarding the panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 3:02:17 PM

Hey, I'm emailing you regarding the panthers.
I wanted to give you my opinion on wether or not the panthers should be protected or not. In my opinion, I think
they should be protected. There's only a few of them left throughout the whole world. If they're not protected they'll
all just disappear, it'll be sad because they've been part of us for such a long time. Panthers still matter.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: H. Bain
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Removal of Florida panthers from endangered list
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:11:31 PM

PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE FLORIDA PANTHERS FROM THE ENDANGERED LIST.  
           Helen Bain
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From: dk615617
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Removing panthers from the list.
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 5:53:36 PM

Dear David,
I am writing to you about the Florida panther. We recently had an incident on our property with a panther. We think
it was a mom and her younger offspring. My 8 year old daughter was in the backyard on her way into the house
when it happened.
The panther that I saw attacked our chickens. When I came out screaming it ran across the yard and over the five
foot fence.
My daughters had been in the backyard with their 4h goats prior to the attack. So the panther had been watching
them.
I understand that children are not the typical prey of the panther, yet I still find it unsettling to have a panther
watching them and attacking their animals with them still outside. Actually it is beyond unsettling. I am angry.
We cannot defend ourselves, or our animals. The panthers are losing their fear of people. I have several friends who
have had encounters. So many people from 4h have had issues. I have also noticed that the number of attacks on
livestock and pets has gone up this year compared to last year, and that is just the ones that are reported.
I have 4 children. They like to play outside. We have pets. I don't think it is fair to make the kids stay in the house
while the panthers have the run of the neighborhood. We shouldn't have to live in fear. Every morning I worry about
what we will find when we go out to the animals. My kids are traumatized over what happened. My 4 year old is
even scared in the house.
I would like to see the panther removed from the endangered list, as its numbers have risen.
We have a panther problem in Golden Gate Estates for sure. It isn't safe for pets or livestock. More and more people
are reporting sightings. We shouldn't have to live in fear on our own property.
How many panthers are we expected to live with? What is a safe number before they start to run out of food in the
wild and we have bigger problems?
From what I have read I know it is hard to get a count, but there has definitely been a spike in sightings and
depredations.
I am rambling, I know.
But I am really concerned that a child at the bus stop or on their way home is going to get hurt. Or a 4h kid on their
way out to feed their animals. Kids are small, and no matter how much we tell them not to run, odds are they will
run.
Please remove the panther from the list.
Thank you,
Kasia Cusick
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From: Clifford Poole
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Renew the FL Panthers Endangered Status
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:57:48 PM

Our panthers need habitat and protection.

Thank you,

Mr. Pool

Naples, FL

mailto:cpoole@atlanticbb.net
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From: stephenjkingfl@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov; david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Review of Florida Panther status
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:41:55 AM

It seems inconceivable that members of Florida's FWC would put their ranching and business
interests above protecting the environment, but since the appointment of big ranching and biz
owners by Fla Gov Scott, this seems to be the case. I have noticed a constant pressure to delist
the panther, or at least make take permits more easily available for greedy ranchers and other
property owners that moved into the habitat. I do not trust any “counts” etc done by Fla
FWC “scientists”. Any of this data that hints that panthers are doing fine is based on politics,
not science. The recent years’ bear hunt debacles pointed out that Scott appointed agency
employees are not above protecting biz and wealthy landowner interests at the expense of
the wildlife they are supposed to be protecting.
I spend much time at Dinner Island, Spirit of the Wild, Okalacoochie, Big Cypress and other
state and federal protected areas. The constant push of development in south Florida
surrounding these areas is making them all the more important. Even with the various wildlife
management areas, it is not enough IMHO to allow large mammals like panthers to survive. I
believe that loss of habitat makes panthers on the edge of extinction. If 250 are counted, that
does not make the species recovered. At any time, this number could fall precipitously,
especially in the face of the virtually uncontrolled development now allowed in southwest
Florida by the current state administration.
As far as panther predation. I am in favor of a program to allow
ranchers/property/frenchpoodle etc owners to file for compensation for any loss. To allow
takes of the panthers by civilian permit holders (as opposed to authorized government agency
takes) is unacceptable.   
I’m in the woods a lot, and frequent panther habitats. I have never seen one. That is how it
should be, but it highlights the fact that there are very few of these animals out there. 
I am strongly opposed to delisting the panther and hope that even more protection will be
considered. I am in favor of programs fostering more public awareness of these animals. This
would result in even more tourism benefits for the state, far outweighing the occasional
inconvenience to a rancher that has a calf taken. I personally spend a lot of money visiting the
panther habitat areas, often with friends and visitors. Fuel, food stops, merchandise, it all adds
up and has an impact on Florida's tourism.

Sent from Windows Mail

mailto:stephenjkingfl@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Frazier
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Review of the Florida Panther and others
Date: Sunday, August 6, 2017 10:52:09 AM

To all it may concern,

Difficult it must be to balance the eternal future a species and it's complex ecology against
the cries of humans about their livelihood. Panthers are adaptable, but, the most adaptable
animals are humans. We can adapt without destroying the ecology around us.

Just because somebody's great-grandparents used to do things a certain way, doesn't mean
that's the way it should be. The existence of a behavior, now or in the past, doesn't justify
it. For over a half a century, most people didn't have or use seat belts in their cars. Does
that tradition deserve to continue? Should asbestos manufacturing have continued to save
jobs? Those are the easy answers. As we improve as a society we must make more and
more difficult choices. A family tradition is not more important than an entire species,
neither is economic development. An economy can be stimulated in thousands of ways that
won't destroy the balance of a delicate ecology that already has so many pressures on it.

Top predators can help protect human life. Without them, prey animals spread and they, or
their parasites like ticks and mosquitoes, spread disease to humans. Large and protected
areas are needed to support thriving populations of top predators for our own sake. Their
population needs to be strong enough to thrive after future disasters such as hurricanes, oil
or other chemical spills, and changes in climate.

We benefit from a balanced ecology. We get clean water, pollenators, pest control and so
many other things. Do not steal these benefits from future generations and their economy.
Please continue full protection of the Florida Panther and it's ecology. You will be protecting
our future just as much.

Sincerely,
Kirk Frazier
Frankfort, IL

mailto:illini216@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gladys Delgadillo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Review on Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 5:29:30 PM

Dear David,

I know the purpose of receiving public comment during this status review for the
Florida Panther is largely to receive new scientific information and build on FWS's
current understanding.

I know you're well versed on the issues I'd like to touch on, so I'll keep my note brief.
My intent in writing this message is to let you know that I am one of many Florida
residents who would like to see recovered populations of the Florida panther. I
subscribe to a vision of Florida where animals like the Florida panther roam
throughout much of their historic range, and residents and tourists have learned to
coexist with our state animal. 

I'll let the scientists decide if the Florida panther is a separate subspecies or not. What
is clear, however, is that however you categorize the animal's taxonomy, Florida
panthers still are deserving of endangered species status in some capacity. If Florida
panthers need to be relisted as a Distinct Population Segment, I ask that FWS relist
the Florida panther at the same time as they delist the separate subspecies. The
Flordia panther cannot afford any gaps in its protection.

As I'm sure you know, Florida panthers are seeing their habitat destroyed and
fragmented at alarming rates. Loss of habitat leads to increased intraspecific
aggression and human-panther conflict. As Florida panthers lose natural corridors, it
becomes more difficult to find mates and easier for inbreeding to occur - threatening
the genetic diversity and sustainability of Florida panther populations. The best
available science, including the 2015 article published in PLOS, "Landscape Analysis
of Adult Florida Panther Habitat,' tells us that, 'all remaining breeding habitat in South
Florida should be maintained. In addition to keeping current protections for panthers,
please do everything you possibly can to protect remaining panther habitat. There are
not enough protections, and I am deeply concerned that panthers will be paved out of
existence. 

Thank you for your time.

Gladys Delgadillo

mailto:gdelgadillo@alumni.stanford.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: D. Beck
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save FL Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:50:15 PM

Just writing to say protect the FL panther! I used to see them around my house but now the developers have
encroached their territory. A beautiful & noble animal deserves our protection and should remain on the endangered
species list.
Debbie Beck
6588 Draw Ln
Sarasota, FL 34238

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:primadeb1@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: N Bangham
To: david shindle
Subject: Save Florida Panther protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:38:05 PM

Please keep the Florida Panther protected under the Endangered Species Act. Vern
Buchanan says, "Fewer than 250 panthers remain in our state and they deserve to be
protected from extinction!"  This is disgraceful, and heart wrenching. We should be
spending money to build passage ways where they typically travel so they do not get
hit by cars.

Thank you,
Nancy Bangham
1262 Loma Ln
Englewood, FL  34224

mailto:nbangham@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Glaurie1
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:02:09 PM

Please save the Florida panthers. They're part of our state's eco system and beautiful animals.
 
Thanks,
 
George Laurie
Riverview, FL

mailto:glaurie1@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Laurie Gibb
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save Florida Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 8:48:15 AM

Mr. Spindle,

Please protect our national heritage, the treasure that is our unique wildlife.  

DO NOT DELIST the Florida panther!

With its territory threatened by development and deaths by vehicle strikes every year, the
Florida panther should be getting increased protection -- not less.  Do NOT allow the killing of
these incredible cats.  Their long term survival is up to us to ensure, for their own benefit and
that of our descendants.  Protect them!

Respectfully,
Laurie Gibb
King George,  Va

mailto:laurie.j.gibb@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: PegEgg
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: "DARRY D"
Subject: Save Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:26:36 AM

Dear Sir,

We need to preserve this beautiful animal for our future
generations.  To take this animal off the Endangered
Species List with so few in existence is not right.

Each animal and or plant on needs to be thought about
long and hard before we delete this animal from our
planet.

Sincerely,

Peggy S Eggleston

CW2 (Retired) US Army

mailto:PegEgg@pegegg.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:DarryD@darryd.com


From: Helene K C
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save Florida"s Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:10:59 PM

Please save the panthers.  I can’t say it any better.
Helene

mailto:helenekc@optonline.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Helena Gustafsson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save Floridas Phanters 
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 4:44:43 PM

Skickat från min iPhone

mailto:helena_gustafsson@yahoo.se
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: edward.rosner@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: SAVE OUR BEAUTIFUL FLORIDA PANTHERS
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 12:39:41 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle, 

I was born in in Orlando in 1946 & have lived in Florida my while life. As a teenager in the
late 50's & throughout the 60's I remember running out into our driveway to watch the fiery
trails of rockets at Cape Canaveral as we won the space race & put a man on the moon.

I attended University of Florida & practiced dentistry for 20 years.  I'm a proud Floridian who
 loves Florida & everything about it.

Please, please, please do everything in your power to protect the remaining lands that provide
a safe habitat for the beautiful Florida Panther, & help prevent the extinction of the most
endangered of all Florida's symbols, its state animal, the panther (Felis concolor coryi) which
was chosen in 1982 by a vote of students throughout the state. The Florida Panther, a large,
long-tailed, pale brown cat that grows to six feet or longer is among the remaining creatures
that make Florida a state of which we can all be proud.

Thanks in advance for your help.

Warm regards,
Dr. Edward C. Rosner

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:edward.rosner@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jose Gonzalez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save Our Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 12:54:00 PM

Please do not de-list these precious creatures.

Jose Gonzalez

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jgonzalez@embarqmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: jjmac2@verizon.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save our Panther!
Date: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 10:24:55 AM

Please keep the Florida panther on the endangered and protected list!  They are not
only the State animal but a beautiful animal to see, which we have seen in Myakka State
Park.  With such a small number surviving and at the rate they are killed, 2 per month by
automobiles and/or natural causes, the State of Florida could lose this beautiful animal in 10
years.  Put more cross-under places for them to cross roads and highways in areas that are
being assessed as kill points.  We put crossovers for people to cross dangerous roads so we
can spend a fraction of that amount to protect our precious State animal. The Florida
Panther needs our protection for a long, safe life they deserve.  Thank you.
 
John and Jean MacDonald
 
 

mailto:jjmac2@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: David Miner
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save our Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:07:25 PM

Hi David,

Thank you for pushing to save Florida’s Panthers! We must find a way to save them by limiting growth and
construction of areas, controlling speed limits, and educating Floridians. Please keep up the pressure to keep them
on the Endangered Species List and give them the protection they need.

Regards,
David Miner
Sarasota, FL

mailto:dminer02@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: debi joh
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save Our State Animal - Florida Panther Is Treasured
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:45:10 AM

David Shindle
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Dear Mr. Shindle, et al,

Since when is it appropriate to even consider eliminating support for living, thinking, feeling,
family-oriented, communicating beings who love their children in exchange for the profit of
corporations without even a heartbeat?
The minimal population of Florida panthers is under stress as is.  The gene pool is barely
adequate due to encroaching developments depriving these treasured animals of needed
habitat.  They exist in a delicate balance in their place in the food chain of this unique state's
ecosystems.  The potential unforeseen consequences can be frightening at least and
easily devastating.  How will it feel for those who choose to remove the protections afforded
our panthers by the Endangered Species Act when their grandchildren realize what they did? 
There is no scientific justification for removing the panthers' protected status!  Is it really okay
to say the few can take so much from so many?  We can barely manage to provide fit water to
the residents we have; a measles epidemic of new developments in the panthers' territories will
allow a few to take the money and run - elsewhere - when it all falls down.
Please do the right thing! Please be pro-panther-life! Be Pro-Life!
Sincerely, please.
DJ Rockman

mailto:debs11fam@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Carlee Simone
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save our wild life...
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:42:46 PM

Hi David, 

I was referred to you by Vern Buchanan...  Yes, definitely save our wild life: Panthers, Birds, all Wild Life
and where they reside....  I have a Petition going around our Area M, and more specifically Sunniland
Subdivision where so many beautiful Birds and Wildlife live... in our beautiful Canopy Tree Streets....
 Stop Sarasota County Utilities from tearing up our Canopy tree Streets.  They want to destroy our
canopy streets and property to install their horrible Sewer System..  

We are fine out here with well maintained and contained Septic Tanks and no threat to their Phillippi
Creek project.  The County just wants more money to pay off their old debts.  They don't care about wild
life or us!.  Our Septic tanks & drain fields don't kill anything nor desecrate any habitat of wild animals...
Our Septic tanks cost us virtually -0-.. which certainly helps in these hard times.... Many of us are on strict
budgets retired on SS and can't work any more... can't handle the cost nor hurtful pain of loosing our
canopy trees that are saving our Florida wild life...

Thank you, 
Carlee Miller
4722 Garcia Ave. 
Sarasota, Fla. 34233

 

mailto:carleestudio@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Richie Dino
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:03:37 AM

Hello,
The panther must remain endangered, because if it is upgraded to threatened, there are no laws to protect it. It must
be protected because it is a very important part of the ecosystem in the Everglades and its surrounding areas. All
creatures play a vital role in the ecosystem. Private companies should not get in the way of an animal.

Thank you,
Richard Gutierrez

mailto:richiethedinosaur@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: s
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 5:00:29 PM

Please help protect and save the Florida panther. There aren't many left. 

mailto:smsmithson@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gay Broome
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: save the fl. panther
Date: Monday, August 21, 2017 1:41:56 PM

federal protections for the fl panther are essential.  panther road deaths are increasing.  they are
very endangered.  i want our panthers protected!

virginia broome
2300 midiron way
melbourne, fl 32901

mailto:gbroome01@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Maria Riggs
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:30:01 PM

To whom it may concern, I really hope that is everyone,

Our beautiful states animal is the Florida Panther. Our name is on it how could we not be held
responsible for taking care of them.  It is our obligation to care for these endangered animals
that live in our backyards.  This was their home first and we invaded it.  It is our responsibility
to to help save these animals and in turn protect their habitat.  

Maria Riggs
Sarasota 
-- 
<a href="http://donate.kidney.org/site/TR?
px=2419706&pg=personal&fr_id=8701&s_src=BF_emailbadge"> <img style="border:0"
tsrc="http://bfapps1.boundlessfundraising.com/badge/nkfwalk/display/2419706/8701" /> </a>

mailto:mariariggs80@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://donate.kidney.org/site/TR?px=2419706&pg=personal&fr_id=8701&s_src=BF_emailbadge
http://donate.kidney.org/site/TR?px=2419706&pg=personal&fr_id=8701&s_src=BF_emailbadge
http://bfapps1.boundlessfundraising.com/badge/nkfwalk/display/2419706/8701


From: PAUL
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:10:22 PM

Mr. Shindle:  I encourage you to keep the Florida panther on the endangered species
list.  Please do not allow the farmers and developers to influence you otherwise.
 While I am not familiar with the threshold, I would be cautious in relaxing the
designation until there is sufficient evidence to support reexamination of the
classification. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Paul McNamara
Florida Resident

Sent from XFINITY Connect Mobile App

mailto:pdmcnamara@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Diane Forsdale
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:52:59 AM

Please do not take the Florida panther off the Endangered Species list, he is till very much in
danger. Please protect the biodiversity of this fragile planet!
Diane Forsdale 

mailto:dforsdale109@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: wendyawarner@cox.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Florida Panther
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 9:54:05 PM

> > Subject: Save the Florida Panther
>
> Please do not remove the iconic Florida Panther from the Endangered List.  If you do, their dwindling population
will be decimated.  Loss of habitat and road kills already make their survival iffy.  Although I can't understand the
thrill of killing a defenseless animal with a high-powered rifle and scope, many do.  An open 12-month hunting
season will almost surely guarantee the Florida Panther's extinction.  Please do the right thing and keep the Florida
Panther on the Endangered List.
> Thank you,
> Wendy Warner
> 4300 SE 51 Place
> Ocala, FL  34480
>   

mailto:wendyawarner@cox.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: PAT
To: david shindle
Subject: Save the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:56:29 PM

Sir:
 
I most emphatically support any efforts to conserve the endangered Florida Panther.
How can anyone, in good conscience, remove any protection from this important animal?
Please, do not remove the Florida Panther from the Endangered Species Act. 
Sincerely,
Pat O'Connor
Sarasota

mailto:sahaj@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: saira maidique
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Florida Panthers!
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 5:49:27 PM

Dear David Shindle,

I believe that the effort to save the panthers is not in vain and that they are worthy of the
highest protection. Demoting them from endangered to threaten will lessen the protection of
the panthers when now that they are at increasing at a decent rate we should be increasing
protection to ensure rates continue rising. I agree that while 230 is a great accomplishment
from the low 20's that they were in the 1970's they still have a while to go before they are truly
not endangered. The Florida Panther is a majestic creature that should be protected even at the
cost of angry developers and ranchers. They deserve to be able to prosper in a healthy
environment with high protection. 

mailto:0190754@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Paula Stanton
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:28:03 PM

Hello. I am a resident of Bradenton and I received an email from Vern Buchanan  about
protecting the remaining endangered Florida panthers. 
I believe that our  environment ought to allow for the safe living areas of are native animals.
I've lived here for 13 years and so much new construction has risen up and taken so much of
the natural habitat of these animals. There are many empty homes in the area and I believe that
we need to save preserves of our environment to care for these animals and maintain our
natural beauty. 
Thank you 
Paula Stanton
pjsrn88@gmail.com

mailto:pjsrn88@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:pjsrn88@gmail.com


From: lolsontampafl
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 9:52:29 PM

PLEASE  do everything possible to keep the Florida Panthers on the Endangered Species list.
 This creature is irreplaceable!

Laura Olson
6262 142nd Ave NE #904
Clearwater FL 33760

Dolores Olson
2137 N. Normandy Blvd.
Deltona FL 32725

Janet Olson
2027 Palmer
Orlando FL 32803

Sent from my Galaxy Tab® A

mailto:lolsontampafl@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lori & Mike Cocanig
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 8:00:11 AM

Please save the Florida Panthers. We went to a Lunch and Learn at Corkscrew
Wildlife Preserve and learned a lot about there environment and what their habits are.

Mike & Lori
9309 Woodhurst Drive
Naples, FL

mailto:mclc93@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Susan Aarons
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:52:07 PM

Mr Shindle
Please!!
Leave them on endangered list. We're already overdeveloped. 
Have compassion. 
Thank you
Susan Aarons

mailto:susanaarons@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: chelsea noble
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the panther!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:43:00 PM

Good afternoon,

I am a resident of Sarasota County and was born and raised in Florida. I believe we must make every effort possible
to protect Florida's environment and especially Florida panthers! What is Florida without its beautiful natural
resources? We must cut back development and be more thoughtful about our sprawl to protect panthers and other
animals in our state. They are an important part of our ecosystem. Please keep panthers protected!!!

Thank you!

Chelsea Noble
Sarasota, FL

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:chelseanoble@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: A1dogs
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Panther!!
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:53:07 AM

Please keep the Florida panther on the endangered list, thank you. Mr
and Mrs. R Duncan

mailto:A1dogs@att.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Irma Crist
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Panther!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:36:40 PM

I am appalled at what's happening , after years of great effort, science and many wonderful people spent time and
money to save this beautiful animal, it now suddenly becomes a non issue.

Has humanity stooped so low, that money, power, and greed drive everything?
I consider myself a proud Floridian, having lived here since 1962, Even though I'm a "city girl",  I have thoroughly
enjoyed the natural beauty of our state, have camped and visited  many of our state parks, especially those with
"wildlife".  And we have taught our daughters the value of appreciating nature and now we try the same with our
grandkids.

Please do not succumb to the "system", the only moral thing to do is to continue to protect the Panther.  I am sure
that if the manatees were "land creatures" standing in the way of a rich developer they probably would be facing the
same future as our Panther,.

Respectfully, IRMA Aguero Crist
2162 SW Madruga St
Port st Lucie, Florida 34953
(Formerly of Miami and Davie

Sent from IRMA's I pad

mailto:ijcrist4646@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: bheng cristobal
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:56:58 PM

Iam writing my concern regarding the fate of the ladt panther under your jurisdictions.
Please save them .
Thank you

Kind Regards,
Bheng

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:sweethoneybheng@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/mobile/?.src=Android


From: emily jimenez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:08:47 PM

I believe you guys should not remove the laws for the panthers the panthers are very beautiful animals and should be
protected at all cost also by removing that law if  they become extinct that can also mess up our environment
everything needs a balance please do not mess that up thank you for your time.

mailto:ej01631660717@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Colleen Maynard
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:05:24 PM

Save the Panthers, Please.
Colleen Maynard

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:collj10@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Linda Resh
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the panthers please
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:59:41 PM

Save these animals!!

Sent from my iPad

mailto:regal2fish@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: scibaxx
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save The Panthers population!!
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 8:34:00 PM

Hello I'm Jonathan 10th grade in Hialeah gardens high school,this is a very important subject
because the panthers or the mountain lions population are decreasing and we should not let
that happen because it can effect the babies and it can also effect the environment they are
really important when it comes the environment if we wiped them out if could possibly effect
everything so dont whatever you do do not kill them they are the stabilizer to the environment
or to anything just let them be.
Sent from my MetroPCS 4G LTE Android Device

mailto:scibaxx@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: christopher castellanos
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the panthers!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:29:09 PM

Hello Mr.Shindle , I would like to save the Florida panthers instead of building shopping malls
and neighborhoods.

mailto:cuchristopher@hotmail.es
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Erica Drezek
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:42:28 PM

I just read that there is some silly new concept about taking the Florida Panther off the Endangered
Species list!  Their numbers have dwindled even after they were put on that list.

Florida panthers need to be protected and a habitat found for them.  I live in Esplanade at Lakewood
Ranch and recently lost one of my cats to a panther.  I won't go into the whole story, but a young panther
has been seen in the neighborhood.  He was probably kicked out of his family to find his own territory and
he has to survive.    It's going to be tough doing that here.   

When I first moved to LWR four years ago I saw the footprints of herds of wild boars in a pack of 50,
panthers were photographed by neighbors, and at least a dozen pair of sand cranes slept in the area
every night.  Now, there are no boars, just one family of sand cranes and now, this one panther.  I want to
point out the momentous drive to build huge, new communities in my neighborhood and nearby.   Miles
and miles of land has been taken and flattened with no regard to where the wildlife should go and killing
what couldn't get away.  I read where Florida was suppose to be creating and making ways for these wild
animals to migrate (for instance, to Myakka Park), but that is definitely not in this planning.  Lakewood
Ranch says it wants to be green and a planned community, but they dropped the ball on this one.  

After learning more about them, I will actually be purchasing a license plate to help support them.  I want
you to take a stand and protect these beautiful animals.  Please!

Erica Drezek

mailto:drezek2000@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: joncps
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:07:47 PM

Save the Panthers!

mailto:joncps@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Karen Houle
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:30:49 AM

Please save land for these beautiful animals ..... and protect their environment !! The land for them gets eaten up and
disappears way to fast !! Please help them now !!!
Karen Houle

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:houligan@sasktel.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Stacy Kimbell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 4:58:42 PM

We need to all these things
1. Maintain the quantity and quality of the habitat in SOuth Florida
2. Secure more habitat on private lands
3. Develop land acquisition progams to expand their habitat
4. Support local efforts
5. secure a corridor
6. build a way for them to cross under roads and not get hit
7. Eliminate future planned roads in their habitat
 
 
 
Stacy L. Kimbell
15372 Allen Way
Ft. Myers, FL 33908

 Mobile
skimbell@sbcglobal.net
work email Stacy.Kimbell@Schneider-Electric.com
 
Have an amazing day!
 

mailto:skimbell@sbcglobal.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:skimbell@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Stacy.Kimbell@Schneider-Electric.com


From: Lynn Desmond
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 2:43:06 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Mr. Shindle,
Please help to protect our Florida panthers as there are so few of them left.  We all have the right to
live here.  Please help.
Best regards, Lynn
 
Lynn Andriola Desmond, REALTOR®
ABR®, Accredited Buyer’s Representative
RSPS®, Resort and Second Home Property Specialist
ASP®, Accredited Staging Professional
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Realty

621 5th Avenue South, Naples, FL 34102
 cell
 office

www.DesmondRealEstateGroup.com
LynnDesmond@gmail.com
LynnDesmond@BHHSFloridaRealty.net
Lynn.Desmond@BHHSNJ.com

Buy Like Buffet – A Love Story Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EIM4d_GgBs
 

mailto:lynndesmond@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.desmondrealestategroup.com/
mailto:LynnDesmond@gmail.com
mailto:LynnDesmond@BHHSFloridaRealty.net
mailto:Lynn.Desmond@BHHSNJ.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EIM4d_GgBs



From: JOHN DEISS
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: save the panthers. it just not right to kill
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:58:45 PM

Endangered Species Act. Fewer than 250 panthers remain in our state and
they deserve to be protected from extinction!

mailto:johncdeiss@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Anthony Ortiz
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Save the Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:41:09 PM

Dear, Mr. Shindle

         It has been brought to many people's attention that it is being considered to remove the
Florida Panther from the endangered animals list. As a resident I'd like to express my opinion
on why I believe that's not a good idea. If removed from the endangered animals list, the
Florida Panther will no longer be protected by the government and leaves them vulnerable to
possible death. With a weak population of about 200 panthers, they would soon struggle and
once again be on the verge of extinction. Without the Florida Panther, the ecosystem will pay
the price and suffer from the lack of an apex predator. There has been countless stories on the
effect of one species being removed from the food chain and they all end with disarray. The
ecosystem loses its balance and can't stabilize with a missing link. This is the same with the
potential of losing the Florida Panther and it should remain under the protection of the
government as it is an endangered animal.

                                                                                                          Best regards,
                                                                                               A concerned resident

mailto:aorti167@fiu.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Donna Vassallo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Saving Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 4:34:26 PM

To whom it may concern, 
The panthers are an essential part of Florida's ecosystem. We keep taking away their habitat
and not having safe cross ways for them. All people need to work with nature, not against it.
Save the Florida Panthers, among other things. 

Donna Vassallo
buffydvo73@yahoo.com
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:buffydvo73@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/mobile/?.src=Android


From: Claudia Vega
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Saving Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:06:30 PM

I'm writing this email regarding the status and decisions taken towards the most endangered
mammal in the eastern United States- Florida Panthers. As known these animals have been
watched over and protected for over 30 years trying to help them increase their population, but
while it has save them some time, the idea of lowering them to threaten rather than endangered
seems to me as a risky and not wise decision. Their population has not yet reached a safe
number from which their status could be safely lowered; therefore, they should maintain on
top of the endangered species list, as we cannot afford their extinction by any chance. These
animals protect the undeveloped land they occupy and as a predator controls other species
from overpopulating. Due to all these benefits the Florida panthers provide to our landscape,
they should be safe and maintain untouched on the endangered list. 

I hope you take this into consideration, thank you! 

Claudia Vega

mailto:claudiavegam56@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Charolett Baker
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: SAVING OUR PANTHERS!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:48:54 PM

I am responding to Vern Buchanan's email and heartily confirm the great need to
protect our remaining panthers in any way possible, including the creation of alley
and/or tunnels to enable the panthers to get to new areas without crossing the
dangerous highways and roads.

Charolett Baker
1151 Four Seasons Circle, #134
Sarasota, FL  34234

mailto:charolett1@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Nora
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Saving panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 5:18:34 PM

Please keep the federal protections intact for these sentient beings and beautiful animals
Nora nelson

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:nobenel@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Heily Martinez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Saving Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:35:11 PM

Panthers should totally stay on the endangered list, there aren't too many, and if they're kept in a secure place, they
do not have to harm humans. We should do everything possible to keep all kinds of endangered species safe so they
don't stinct.
Thank you!

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:heily0714@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Rhonda Moyer
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Saving the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:49:00 AM

Begging you to please keep the Florida panther on the endangered species list! They are
one of God's creatures!  Greed is destroying them. Someday you will be standing before
God and when he asks why you did this to one of his creatures what are you going to say?
I prefer my pocketbook over the life of an innocent animal? Have a heart and please help
prevent any further development in their natural areas and help protect this beautiful
animal! 

Get Outlook for Android

mailto:gumbacatcat@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://aka.ms/ghei36


From: Yogi Saraha Study Group
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Saving the Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:52:30 PM

Dear David Shindle,

We request you to please care for the well being of the Florida panthers as they face an unknown
future for their existence. The Florida Panther is a keystone species. It plays a unique and crucial
role in the way Florida's ecosystem functions. Without it, the ecosystem would be dramatically
different or cease to exist altogether.

All beings-human or beast—
Love life and hate to die.
Why not stop animal suffering and cherish life? 

SAVE FLORIDA PANTHERS PLEASE!

The students of Yogi Saraha Study Group 

-- 
*Por favor tomar nota: no atendemos las llamadas que no registran el número de origen
.
Yogi Saraha Study Group
Organizador de las Reliquias de Buda 2011
www.yogisaraha.com.ar
Ver Yogi Saraha en "centers" www.fpmt.org

"Buena comunicación depende en tener buen corazón."

                                                                                                          Lama Zopa Rinpoche

 

mailto:yogisaraha@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.yogisaraha.com.ar/
http://www.fpmt.org/


With developers encroaching more 
dramatically in Southwest Florida, the 
panthers need the protection that the 
Endangered Species Act provides more 
than ever.

We know too well how fragile our Florida 
panther population is: the cats were put 
on the endangered species list in 1967. 
In the 1990s, the population dwindled to 
just 20 to 30 cats before intensive 
rescue efforts began to save the species 
from extinction. The progress made in 
reviving their population should not be 
prematurely dismantled now.

Unlike all other mountain lion 
subspecies, Florida panthers are 
specially adapted to their Big Cypress 
Swamp and Everglades habitats.

 The federal government is about to 
review the endangered status of one of 
our state’s rarest species — the Florida 
panther — and now is the time for all of 
us to make our voices heard.

We Floridians clearly love our wild and 
mysterious panthers. In 1981, the 
state’s schoolchildren chose the panther 
as our official state animal over other 
animal contenders like alligators and 
manatees.

Biologists estimate that, at most, only 
230 Florida panthers exist on Earth. 
Compare that to Florida’s human 
population, which has reached 20.6 
million.

Federal protections for Florida panthers 
are as essential as ever to prevent the 
big cats from going extinct. No scientific 
justification exists to strip panthers of 
their endangered species protection, 
and there is simply no pressing need to 
do so.

This U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Servicereview comes at a time when 
panther deaths on Florida roads are 
outpacing the number of documented 
panther births. The statistics are 
alarming: Last year alone, an average of 
three panthers a month died on our 
roadways as they traveled in search of 
food and mates. So far this year, 13 
panthers have been struck and killed on 
roads. These highway deaths come on 
top of other causes of mortality, 
including poaching, predation on kittens 
and disease.

The road toll alone is too high to be 
sustainable. Every year since 2012, 
Florida has set a new record for the 
number of panthers killed by vehicles.

Our panther population will face 
continual threats because massive new 

From: Heidi Liebwein
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Speak up for endangered Florida panthers 
Date: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 2:42:28 PM

mailto:heidi.liebwein@sbcglobal.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov



developments are planned for the 
Southwest Florida lands that are the 
panthers’ last home. Strip malls, 
housing developments and new roads 
will all greatly impair Florida panthers’ 
prospects for survival.

Panthers are particularly vulnerable to 
human threats due to their already low 
numbers and because they require large 
ranges.

Biologists know that the leading cause 
of species extinction around the world is 
habitat loss and human persecution.



From: Cosette Paneque
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Speaking up for the Florida panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 6:04:18 PM

Hello David,

I'm writing to lend my voice in support of the Florida Panther. Please maintain the Panther's
endangered status and continue efforts to protect its remaining habitat.

As it is, the Florida panther only occupies 5% of its historic range. It's great to see that its
numbers have increased over the years, but habitat loss, habitat degradation, and habitat
fragmentation are still major threats.

The Florida panther is one of our unique treasures. Please help protect it. 

Kind regards,
Cosette

mailto:cosette.paneque@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: citizenofdelray@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Status of Florida Panthers under Endangered Species Act
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 6:46:53 PM

David Shindle
Biologist
US Fish and Wildlife Service

Dear Dr./Mr. Shindle:

While a growth rate of about 28% in the population of Florida Panthers since 2014 sounds pretty
impressive, the actual number of Panthers cannot justify any status other than endangered.  There are
only 230 or so--far too few to ensure survival of the species without the full protections of the Endangered
Species Act.  This conclusion is reinforced by the gruesome statistic that one cause of Panther mortality
alone (deaths by vehicles on the roadways of the State) has exceeded the birth rate in recent years.

The bottom line is that is makes absolutely no sense to reclassify.the Florida Panther from "endangered"
to "threatened."

Sincerely,

John Bennett
Delray Beach FL  

mailto:citizenofdelray@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mike Bica
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Status of Florida Panthers
Date: Wednesday, August 2, 2017 5:44:50 PM

Dear Sir,
As residents of Naples Florida and animal advocates, we strongly urge you to continue the
endangered status of the Florida Panther.  They are beautiful animals that are still struggling
to survive.  Besides many natural causes of death, many die on our highways.  Again, we thank
you for your attention to this matter and any effort you can make to save the species from
extinction.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Yours truly,
Mike and Judy Bica

mailto:bicamike@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gale Vaccaro
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Status of Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 4:23:35 PM

Please do not take the Florida Panther off the endangered list. They are still in jeopardy due to losing their roaming
areas because of over growth and development.

Thank you

Gale Vaccaro

Sent from my iPad

mailto:gvaccar1@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marci Philbin
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Status of the Florida panther species designation
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:42:30 AM

August 28, 2017
 
Dear Sir or Ma’am,
 
I ask the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to maintain the Florida panther’s “endangered” status
– and redouble efforts to protect its remaining habitat, which is rapidly being developed by
commercial and residential real estate interests as well as industrial operations (oil and gas
exploration and extraction).
 
As you know, the last status review was conducted in 2009 and recommended “no change” in
the panther’s endangered status – meaning it continues to receive full protection under the
Endangered Species Act.  In terms of habitat loss and vehicle fatalities, conditions have only
gotten worse for the panthers.  A record 42 panthers died in 2015 with 30 killed as a result of
vehicle collision.  That record was equaled in 2016, but with 32 cases of roadkill.  With more
growth, wider roads, and more cars on those roads, this grim situation is not expected to
improve.
 
The panther’s small core habitat in southwest Florida, less than five percent of its original
range across most of the southeast United States, continues to shrink and become more
fragmented by the day.  Up to a dozen new development projects in this core habitat –
including oil exploration across hundreds of thousands of acres, road expansions, new power
plant construction, and new subdivisions – are poised to destroy or degrade massive amounts
of some of the best upland habitats this species has left.  And while the panther population
may have recovered from near-extinction in the mid-nineties when only 20 to 30 panthers
remained, the current estimate of 120 to 230 panthers is still a tiny number. On a global scale,
the Florida panther is among the most endangered species in the world.
 
Regulatory mechanisms which could slow this loss and degradation of habitat also remain
completely inadequate to the problem. Local county governments, the Army Corps of
Engineers, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida Department of Economic
Opportunity, South Florida Water Management District, the National Park Service and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service itself continue to approve nearly every application for new
development which comes before them.  One recently-proposed project, “Rural Lands West”
in eastern Collier County, would create a new 6,000-acre subdivision in prime panther habitat
adjacent to the Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge.
 
Recent scientific surveys of the Florida panther landscape (Kautz, et al, 2006, and Frakes, et
al, 2015) have recommended no loss in either the quality or quantity of the Florida panther’s
remaining habitat in southwest Florida - if the species is to have any chance of survival into
the future.  So far, that advice is not being heeded by any of the responsible government
agencies.
 
I urge you to please maintain full endangered species status for the Florida panther, and to
consider the cumulative impacts to the panther from the many development projects currently
underway or under review in its habitat.  Consider what these projects are doing to the

mailto:marciphilbin@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


likelihood that the Florida panther will ever recover. 
I respectfully ask the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to exercise its power as a regulatory agency
of the United States government and to fulfill its duties under the Endangered Species Act by
protecting the Florida panther’s vital but rapidly shrinking habitat from loss, degradation, and
fragmentation.
 
Under the current Recovery Plan, established in 2008, the Service will consider delisting the
panther when three populations of at least 240 individuals each (excluding dependent-aged
kittens) have been established, and sufficient habitat to support these populations is secured in
the long-term. These recovery goals have clearly not been met, so I urge you to keep the
endangered status intact.
 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this vital matter, and for the progress you’ve
made in helping the panther. The Florida panther is the state animal of Florida, an icon of what
remains of our beautiful native wildlife.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marcia Philbin
7727 SW 86 St, Unit 410
Miami, Florida 



From: Ray Hogan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Status of the Florida Panther under the Endangered Species Act
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:23:58 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
 
It is my understanding that you are responsible for collecting public feedback on the
potential change in status of the Florida Panther under the Endangered Species Act.
 
As a long-term Florida resident , I am very concerned about the suggested changes to the
outlook for our state animal  I am of the strong opinion that the Florida panther must
remain protected under the Endangered Species Act.
 
I have read many reports that seem to confirm that road deaths of the panther are
outstripping new births.  This suggests that a change such as this would be ill advised at
this time. 
 
Where is the protected habitat for this endangered species that should have been
established years ago?  Arguments that the Florida Panther is not a valid sub-species. 
However, that is not fully-accepted as fact.  In any case, the need to protect this important
mammal remains and now is not the time to remove important protections.  In my view,
more should be done to protect the Florida Panther, the official animal of the Sunshine
State.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ray Hogan
 
Ray Hogan

 (office)
+  (mobile
 

mailto:rhogan2@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Phillip Kaner
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Status of the Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:10:00 PM

Please maintain the Florida Panther's endangered status.  This is a very fragile species along
with its shrinking natural habitat.  What habitat remains must also be protected.  Once lost it
will be lost forever.
Thank you for protecting Florida's Fish and Wildlife.

-- 
PHILLIP KANER DDS, PA
Practice Limited to Orthodontics

www.MiamiOrthodontistGroup.com

mailto:phillipkaner@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Karen Greb
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Status Review of Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 12:34:01 PM

August 29, 2017

Dear Dr. Shindle:

I am writing in support of keeping the Florida Panther on the endangered species list. 
My understanding is the upcoming review by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will
encompass analyzing data on panther biology, habitat and conservation, as well as
threats to their survival.  With only 230 or fewer of these animals remaining in the
wild it seems incomprehensible that this species could be taken off the endangered
list, but one can never be sure.  I would be fully in support of any additional measures
that can be taken to secure this now rare species' survival.  It would truly be tragic to
lose this beautiful exotic creature from Florida's lands.

I will look forward to learning about the findings of the review.

Respectfully yours,

Karen Wynn Greb
7942 SE Paradise Drive
Stuart, FL  34997

mailto:grebkaren@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marcos Rocha
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Student From HGHS
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:52:32 PM

Hey,my name is Marcos Rocha and I wanto to tell you my opinion about the panters.We have to save them from the
danger of extinction in spite of their wide distribution in the country. It is considered a damaged animal for the
domestic reason, reason why has been hunted of irrational form to the point of leaving it now in the list of animals in
critical condition . With so many deaths caused by vehicles, officials and the environment work to make roads and
roads safer  identify sites of danger. We have to protect them because if we don't do they're going to extinct.Pu
yourself in your position would you like to be how someone wants them to be??.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:marcos8702es@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Karimah Schoenhut
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Submission for Florida Panther 5-yr Status Review
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 12:23:57 PM
Attachments: FL Panther 5 yr review comments FINAL.pdf

Dear Mr. Shindle, 

Please find attached a copy of the letter that I submitted today by mail on behalf of Sierra
Club, Center for Biological Diversity, 1000 Friends of Florida, and Florida Conservation
Voters regarding the 5-yr status review for the Florida panther. The mailed submission
 includes a DVD providing the scientific materials that are cited in the letter. 

With regard, 

Karimah Schoenhut

-- 

  
photo

Karimah Schoenhut
Staff Attorney
Sierra Club Environmental Law Program 
50 F Street NW, 8th Floor
Washington DC 20001
Phone: 
karimah.schoenhut@sierraclub.org 

CONFIDENTIAL LEGAL COMMUNICATION/WORK PRODUCT
This e-mail may contain privileged and confidential communications or confidential attorney work product.  If you receive this email inadvertently,
please reply and notify the sender and delete all versions from your system. Thank You.

mailto:karimah.schoenhut@sierraclub.org
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:karimah.schoenhut@sierraclub.org
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         August 25, 2017 


 


 


David Shindle 


South Florida Ecological Services Field Office 


U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,  


12085 State Road 29 S 


Immokalee, FL 34142 


Fax: 772–562–4288   


Phone:  239–657–8013  


email at david_shindle@fws.gov 


 


RE: Submission of Information for 5-year review of the Florida panther  


 


Dear Mr. Shindle,  


 


Pursuant to the notice published on June 30, 2017 announcing the initiation of a 5-year 


review of the status of the Florida panther, the Sierra Club, joined by the Center for Biological 


Diversity, 1000 Friends of Florida, and Florida Conservation Voters, submit the attached 


information for your consideration. Despite increases in size for the single population in southern 


Florida, the species is far from the goals that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service established for 


its recovery in the 2008 revision of the recovery plan for downlisting to threatened status. 


Importantly, the best available scientific information indicates that recent upper bound estimates 


for Florida panther population are grossly inflated.  Moreover, recent scientific evidence suggests 


that significantly less breeding habitat for the species remains compared to estimates available at 


the time of the last status review. Florida panthers remain endangered due to the threats from 


habitat loss and fragmentation, which will be exacerbated by climate change, and from vehicle 


collisions.  Finally, recent scientific evidence also supports continued recognition of the validity 


of the subspecies classification based on morphological features.   


  


Sierra Club is America’s largest and most influential grassroots environmental 


organization, with more than 2.4 million members and supporters nationwide. Sierra Club is 


dedicated to exploring, enjoying, and protecting the wild places of the Earth; to practicing and 


promoting the responsible use of the Earth’s resources and ecosystems; to educating and 


enlisting humanity to protect and restore the quality of the natural and human environment; and 


to using all lawful means to carry out these objectives. Sierra Club has a longstanding interest in 


protection of the Florida panther, and has engaged in extensive advocacy and litigation to 


improve protections for this critically endangered species.  


 


  


 



https://mail.google.com/mail/h/15hcdwucbz2sw/?view=att&th=12c6572dc6dd3b18&attid=0.2&disp=inline&zw

https://mail.google.com/mail/h/15hcdwucbz2sw/?view=att&th=12c6572dc6dd3b18&attid=0.2&disp=inline&zw
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1. The size and distribution of the Florida panther population is insufficient to downlist 


the status of the subspecies to threatened  


 


The recovery plan specifies that downlisting to threatened status will be considered when 


two viable populations of at least 240 individuals each have been established and subsequently 


maintained for a minimum of 12 years (two panther generations), and sufficient habitat to 


maintain those populations is secured for the long term.
1
  The best available scientific 


information indicates that at present there is only one panther population, and that the 2015 


number of adults and subadults documented based on minimum population count is 120.
2
 


Although the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission has extrapolated an upper 


bound estimate of 230 individuals for that single population by using the number of panthers 


counted in “core” (very good quality) habitat to calculate a density that is then multiplied by the 


total number of acres in the primary zone identified by Kautz et al. (2006), the Florida Fish & 


Wildlife Conservation Commission concedes that this population estimate “can’t be categorized 


as a scientific population estimate” because it doesn’t “account for sampling effort, imperfect 


detection of animals, or provide a margin of error.”
3
   


More importantly, the upper bound estimate of 230 is highly problematic and not based 


on the best available science because 2015 habitat modeling by Frakes et al. indicates that the 


size of the primary zone is much smaller than estimated by Kautz 2006.
4
  In the 2015 habitat 


analysis, Frakes et al. found that:  


                                                 
1
 US FWS (2008), Florida Panther Recovery Plan 3


rd
 Revision, at x-xi.  


2
 Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission (2017), Determining the Size of the Florida Panther 


Population, at 2, available at  


http://myfwc.com/media/4156723/DeterminingPantherPopulation2017.pdf.  
3
 Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission (2017), Determining the Size of the Florida Panther 


Population, at 2, available at  


http://myfwc.com/media/4156723/DeterminingPantherPopulation2017.pdf. 
4
 Frakes RA, Belden RC, Wood BE, James FE (2015) Landscape Analysis of Adult Florida 



http://myfwc.com/media/4156723/DeterminingPantherPopulation2017.pdf

http://myfwc.com/media/4156723/DeterminingPantherPopulation2017.pdf
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The boundary of the panther Primary Zone as drawn by Kautz et al. was 


supported by our model, with a few notable exceptions. The Water Conservation 


Areas on the east side of the Primary Zone, the Shark River Slough in Everglades 


National Park, and the long, narrow corridor extending east from the Primary 


Zone and bisecting the Secondary Zone, do not contain adult panther habitat 


according to the probabilities assigned to those areas by our model. These areas 


probably are used by transient males and fit more closely to the definition of the 


Secondary Zone.  


  


The accompanying diagram from the Frakes study shows that the Water Conservation 


Areas on the east side of the Primary Zone and the Shark River Slough area referred to above 


represent a substantial portion of the area that Kautz 2006 characterized as primary zone in terms 


of acreage.  


 


 


 Recalculating the upper bound of the 2015 population estimate by taking into account the 


findings of the 2015 Frakes landscape analysis, and therefore reducing the total acreage of 


                                                                                                                                                             


Panther Habitat. PLoS ONE 10(7): e0133044, at 14, available at 


https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0133044. 


  


Water Conservation 


Areas 


Shark River 


Slough 



https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0133044
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primary zone multiplied by the estimated density for core habitat, results in an upper bound 


estimate substantially lower than 230. Kautz estimated the primary zone size to be 3547 mi
2
 


(9187 km
2
). Frakes 2015 estimates that the actual total amount of habitat meeting the primary 


zone definition is only 2147 mi
2
 (5579 km


2
).


5
  Multiplying the core density estimated by the 


Commission by the 2015 estimate of total primary zone habitat yields an upper bound estimate 


of only 139.
6
    


 As the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission has explained,  population 


estimates for the early 2000s were 90-120, and were 100-180 since 2014.
7
 Notably, the 


upperbound of 180 for the 2014 estimate reflects the same error described above because it relies 


on the Kautz 2006 acreage for the primary zone. Utilizing the updated primary zone area from 


                                                 
5
 Frakes RA, Belden RC, Wood BE, James FE (2015) Landscape Analysis of Adult Florida 


Panther Habitat. PLoS ONE 10(7): e0133044, at 14, available at 


https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0133044 (“The RF model indicates that 5579 km2 of 


suitable adult panther habitat remain in southern Florida. Of this, 1399 km2 (25%) is in non-


protected private ownership. Of the available breeding habitat, approximately 5232 km2 (93.8%) 


is contained within the Primary Zone defined by Kautz et al., and 211 km2 (3.8%) is contained 


within their Secondary Zone. The remaining lands classified as adult habitat by our model (135.8 


km2, 2.4%) are disjunct patches outside the Primary and Secondary zones and are seldom used 


by panthers, except for transient males. The Secondary Zone of Kautz et al. is of little value to 


breeding panthers in its current state.”).  
6
 If core density x 3547 mi


2
 = 230, then core density = 230/3547 panthers/mi


2
 = 0.0648 


panthers/mi
2
.  Multiplying that density by the 2015 estimate for the amount of habitat qualifying 


as primary zone = 0.0648 panthers/mi
2
 x 2147 mi


2
 = 139 panthers.  See Fish and Wildlife 


Conservation Commission (2016), Determining the Size of the Florida Panther Population (draft) 


at 4,  available at 


https://www.fws.gov/verobeach/FloridaPantherRIT/20160111_handout_DRAFT%20Statement


%20on%20Estimating%20Panther%20Population%20Size%20%20Revised.pdf (explaining the 


commission’s methodology).  
7
 Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission (2017), Determining the Size of the Florida Panther 


Population, at 1, available at  


http://myfwc.com/media/4156723/DeterminingPantherPopulation2017.pdf. 



https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0133044

https://www.fws.gov/verobeach/FloridaPantherRIT/20160111_handout_DRAFT%20Statement%20on%20Estimating%20Panther%20Population%20Size%20%20Revised.pdf

https://www.fws.gov/verobeach/FloridaPantherRIT/20160111_handout_DRAFT%20Statement%20on%20Estimating%20Panther%20Population%20Size%20%20Revised.pdf

http://myfwc.com/media/4156723/DeterminingPantherPopulation2017.pdf
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the 2015 Frakes study would yield an upperbound estimate of only 109 panthers for 2014.
8
  The 


minimum annual counts over the last twelve years have range from approximately 90 to 140.
9
  


Thus, once the upperbound estimates are adjusted to reflect the reality that the amount of primary 


zone habitat is significantly less than estimated by Kautz 2006, it becomes apparent that the size 


of the single Florida panther population in existence is far lower than the size necessary for 


downlisting.  


 To the extent that some panther breeding is still being documented in areas outside of the 


core habitat identified by Frakes et al., any upper bound estimate should be based on a careful re-


assessment of the total primary habitat in light of the findings of Frakes et al. rather than on 


continued reliance on the estimates by Kautz (2006).   


 Furthermore, as the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission has asserted, 


recent population estimates for 2000 to 2012 based on collision mortality are too imprecise to be 


relied upon for conservation decisions.
10


 As the commission explained: 


This roadkill technique estimated a panther population size for 2012 at 269 adults 


and subadults (≥ 1 year old) with a margin of error between 143 and 509, meaning 


that the actual population size falls within this range with 95% certainty. This 


margin of error is too imprecise to use to inform conservation decisions. Scientists 


and managers that have studied panthers agree that the lower bound of this 


                                                 
8
 If core density x 3547 mi


2
 = 180, then core density = 180/3547 panthers/mi


2
 = 0.0507 


panthers/mi
2
.  Multiplying that density by the 2015 estimate for the amount of habitat qualifying 


as primary zone = 0.0507 panthers/mi
2
 x 2147 mi


2
 = 109 panthers.   


9
 See Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (2016), Determining the Size of the Florida 


Panther Population (draft) at 3 Fig. 1, available at 


https://www.fws.gov/verobeach/FloridaPantherRIT/20160111_handout_DRAFT%20Statement


%20on%20Estimating%20Panther%20Population%20Size%20%20Revised.pdf.  
10


 
  
See Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission (2017), Determining the Size of the Florida Panther 


Population, at 2, available at  


http://myfwc.com/media/4156723/DeterminingPantherPopulation2017.pdf (discussing 


McClintock et al., Endangered Florida panther population size determined from public reports of 


motor vehicle collision mortalities, Journal of Applied Ecology, 2015, 52, 893–901 doi: 


10.1111/1365-2664.12438).  


 



https://www.fws.gov/verobeach/FloridaPantherRIT/20160111_handout_DRAFT%20Statement%20on%20Estimating%20Panther%20Population%20Size%20%20Revised.pdf

https://www.fws.gov/verobeach/FloridaPantherRIT/20160111_handout_DRAFT%20Statement%20on%20Estimating%20Panther%20Population%20Size%20%20Revised.pdf

http://myfwc.com/media/4156723/DeterminingPantherPopulation2017.pdf
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estimate is consistent with other indicators assessed via long-term monitoring and 


research. However,the upper bound of the range is not consistent with puma 


densities (the number of puma in an area of given size) reported by studies in 


other parts of their range. A population of 500 panthers would represent a panther 


density nearly 2 times higher than the average puma density reported throughout 


North and South America.
11


 


 


Indeed, the authors of the 2015 study applying the “roadkill technique” to estimate 


population concede that “upper confidence interval bounds in later years (e.g. 509 


panthers in 2012) exceeded population estimates we believe could be supported within 


the breeding range of the Florida panther. These higher upper bounds are likely an 


artefact of a low [motor vehicle mortality] probability” during the study years.
12


  The 


authors acknowledge that the model fails to take into account carrying capacity of the 


breeding range.
13


  Furthermore, the authors of that study assert that the lower bound of 


their estimate is more appropriate to use in conservation decisions, and that their 


“estimated lower bounds indicate this single population may never have exceeded 150 


individuals between 2000 and 2012.”
14


  


 


It is therefore plain that the best available science shows that the population of the one 


existing Florida panther population is nowhere close to the population size of 240 previously 


determined to represent the minimum necessary for downlisting.  Moreover, there is only one 


                                                 
11


 Florida Fish & Wildlife Commission (2017), Determining the Size of the Florida Panther 


Population, at 2, available at  


http://myfwc.com/media/4156723/DeterminingPantherPopulation2017.pdf (discussing 


McClintock et al., Endangered Florida panther population size determined from public reports of 


motor vehicle collision mortalities, Journal of Applied Ecology, 2015, 52, 893–901 doi: 


10.1111/1365-2664.12438). 
12


 McClintock et al., Endangered Florida panther population size determined from public reports 


of motor vehicle collision mortalities, Journal of Applied Ecology, 2015, 52, 893–901, at 900 


available at   http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1365-2664.12438/epdf.  
13


 Id.  
14


 Id.   



http://myfwc.com/media/4156723/DeterminingPantherPopulation2017.pdf

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1365-2664.12438/epdf
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population, which obviously fails to meet the minimum requirement for downlisting that there be 


two distinct viable populations of 240 individuals each.  


Finally, it is notable that the 2013 Hostetler et al. study which compared relative 


extinction probabilities for the Florida panther population with and without the genetic 


restoration program to evaluate its effectiveness cannot rationally be relied upon to assert that the 


single population presently has a low probability of extinction despite its numbers being less than 


240. First, the study estimates a probability of extinction of 5.7%, with a 7.2% probability of the 


population falling below the quasi-extinction level of 10 panthers in 100 years,
15


 which does not 


comport with the recovery plan’s standard for a viable population which is no more than a 5% 


probability of extinction in 100 years.  More importantly, as the authors themselves explain, their 


modeling has three significant limitations which necessitate “caution” in interpreting its results. 


First, because the authors lacked estimates of population size, they used an index of abundance 


to estimate the density-dependent effects, which they acknowledge could lead to an 


underestimation of the probability of extinction.
16


 Second, their model does not at all consider 


factors such as habitat loss and fragmentation, increases in road-related mortalities due to 


increased development, catastrophic events, climate change, or invasive species
17


 — in short, it 


does not take into account the factors that have been driving the species to extinction and 


continue to do so. Moreover, as the authors acknowledge, the confidence intervals for the 


probability of extinction were extremely wide—ranging from near zero to near 100%.
18


 For 


example, the estimate of a 7.2% probability of the population dropping below 10 panthers in 100 


                                                 
15


 Hostetler et al., A cat’s tale: the impact of genetic restoration on Florida panther population 


dynamics and persistence,  Journal of Animal Ecology 2013, 82, 608–620, at 608,  available at 


http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1365-2656.12033/full. 
16


 Id. at 615.  
17


 Id. at 615–616.  
18


 Id. at 616.  



http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1365-2656.12033/full
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years has a confidence interval of zero to 60.6%.
19


 The Service cannot ignore the extremely high 


level of uncertainty associated with the study’s estimated probabilities of extinction. Thus, while 


the modeling provides useful insights into the effects of the genetic restoration program, it is in 


no way rationally applicable to asserting that the current population is viable despite its low size.   


 


2. Vehicle Mortality 


Schwab and Zandbergen (2011) concluded “that vehicle collisions are a major threat to 


the Florida panther population, especially adult males.”
20


 The authors found that among radio-


collared Florida panthers, although intraspecies aggression was the most prominent cause of 


death during the study period, one out of five deaths or major injuries occurs as a result of 


vehicle collision.
21


 They explained, “[t]he influence of vehicle-related mortalities on a 


population already struggling for survival is substantial. Vehicle-related mortalities over the past 


25 years constituted a considerable twenty percent to the overall mortality of radio-collared 


panthers. With an estimated total population of around 100 adults, 40 vehicle-related mortalities 


(collared and uncollared combined) in the time period 2000 to 2004 are also very 


considerable.”
22


  The most recent information shows that in 2016 alone, 34 Florida panthers 


died from vehicle collisions.
23


 Between July 2015 and June 2016, the Commission documented 


                                                 
19


 Id. at 608. 
20


 Schwab and Zandbergen, Vehicle-related mortality and road crossing behavior of the Florida 


panther, Applied Geography 31 (2011) 859-870, at 859, available at 


http://www.academia.edu/download/31455345/Schwab_Zandbergen_AppliedGeography_2011.p


df.  
21


 Id. at 866.  
22


 Id. at 869.  
23


 Matthews and Caudell, Human–Wildlife Interactions 11(1):6–7, Spring 2017, available at 


http://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1385&context=hwi.  



http://www.academia.edu/download/31455345/Schwab_Zandbergen_AppliedGeography_2011.pdf

http://www.academia.edu/download/31455345/Schwab_Zandbergen_AppliedGeography_2011.pdf

http://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1385&context=hwi
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38 deaths from vehicular trauma.
24


 From July 2014 through June 2015, 25 deaths from vehicular 


trauma were documented.
25


  As discussed above, the population for the Florida panther in 2015 


likely had an upper bound of 139 in light of the best available information on primary zone 


habitat size. During 2015, the Commission documented 30 deaths from vehicular trauma.
26


 


Thus, 2015 documented mortality due to vehicle collisions represents approximately 21.6% of 


the upper bound population.   


   


3. The effects of continued habitat loss and fragmentation are even more severe than 


previously acknowledged   


 


A. Recent research indicates that there is significantly less primary zone habitat than 


estimated by Kautz 2006 


 


As discussed above, a 2015 landscape analysis by Frakes et al. concludes that there is less 


Florida panther habitat available than estimated by Kautz (2006). The Frakes model identified 


5579 km
2
 of suitable breeding habitat remaining in southern Florida, with 1399 km


2
 (25%) of 


this habitat is in non-protected private ownership.
27


 The model reflects a great deal of new land 


use/land cover information and panther telemetry data that became available in the last decade.
28


 


Based on their observations, Frakes et al. assert: “Because there is less panther habitat remaining 


                                                 
24


 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Florida Panther Annual Report 2015-


2016 (2016) at 14, available at http://myfwc.com/media/4156735/PantherResearchMgmt2015-


16.pdf.  
25


 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Florida Panther Annual Report 2014-


2015 (2015) at 14, available at http://myfwc.com/media/4156782/PantherResearchMgmt2014-


15.pdf. 
26


 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Florida Panther Annual Report 2015-


2016 (2016) at Appendix IV, 82-84, available at 


http://myfwc.com/media/4156735/PantherResearchMgmt2015-16.pdf. 
27


 Frakes RA, Belden RC, Wood BE, James FE (2015) Landscape Analysis of Adult Florida 


Panther Habitat. PLoS ONE 10(7): e0133044, at 1, available at 


https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0133044. 
28


 Id. at 2. 



http://myfwc.com/media/4156735/PantherResearchMgmt2015-16.pdf

http://myfwc.com/media/4156735/PantherResearchMgmt2015-16.pdf

http://myfwc.com/media/4156735/PantherResearchMgmt2015-16.pdf

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0133044
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than previously thought, we recommend that all remaining breeding habitat in south Florida 


should be maintained, and the current panther range should be expanded into south-central 


Florida.”
29


 The authors explain: 


[O]ur study suggests that the amount of habitat remaining has been significantly 


overestimated. Even if all of the adult habitat within southern Florida had the 


maximum adult density of 2.80 panthers per 100 km2 as reported in Quigley and 


Hornocker, the total population would remain below 240 adults and subadults, a 


population size thought to be necessary to maintain genetic viability and a high 


probability of persistence. Coupled with our findings, this indicates that there is 


not enough adult panther (breeding) habitat remaining in south Florida to 


maintain one genetically viable population. Our study has attempted to identify 


the remaining adult (breeding) habitat for the Florida panther south of the 


Caloosahatchee River. This population may already be at or close to carrying 


capacity, yet the panther population is probably below what is required for long-


term genetic viability. Therefore, protection of the remaining breeding habitat in 


south Florida is essential to the survival and recovery of the subspecies and 


should receive the highest priority by regulatory agencies. Further loss of adult 


panther habitat is likely to reduce the prospects for survival of the existing 


population, and decrease the probability of natural expansion of the population 


into south-central Florida.
30


 


Moreover, the authors assert that the Service has been underestimating impacts from 


development:   


[C]hanges are needed to current conservation policies and practices for the 


Florida panther, especially with regard to methodologies for calculating habitat 


needs and impacts from development. For example, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 


Service (USFWS) Panther Habitat Assessment Methodology (see Biological 


Opinions issued by USFWS since 2003) under-values the remaining adult habitat 


by overestimating the value of lands outside the Primary Zone. The USFWS 


methodology currently assumes lands in the Secondary Zone have a 69% 


equivalency with those in the Primary Zone. Our model shows that these lands, 


and a large portion of the [Kautz (2006) estimated] Primary Zone itself, are of 


little value to support a breeding population of Florida panthers.
31


 


 


                                                 
29


 Id. at 1.  
30


 Id. at 15.  
31


 Id. at 15.  
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On a distinct note, other research has also asserted that the Service has failed to require 


compensation for impacts to lands that are important for Florida panthers to hunt their prey.
32


 


Onorato et al. (2011) concluded that forest adjacent marsh–shrub–swamps and prairie–grasslands 


habitats vital to hunting have been underprotected.
33


 


  In sum, recent research shows that there is less breeding habitat than previously thought, 


and that the Service has failed to properly value both breeding habitat and areas utilized for 


hunting.  The consequence is that habitat destruction that should never have been allowed 


continues to occur, and that compensatory mitigation likely has failed to account for habitat 


impacts.  


 


 


B. Habitat fragmentation due to roads has impacts on female panther movement that 


cannot be addressed by crossings  


  


Although safe crossing structures without doubt are beneficial by reducing vehicle 


mortality, the best available scientific information indicates that roads restrict female Florida 


panther movement in ways that are not addressed by the presence of crossings. Schwab and 


Zandbergen (2011) found that female Florida panther homeranges were limited by a “cage 


effect” from the presence of roads, even where crossing structures to forest covered areas on the 


other side of the road were available.
34


 Consequently, the impact of increasing road development 


in Florida must be analyzed in light of this research. Specifically, assumptions that impacts of 


                                                 
32


 See Onorato, Dave P et al. (2011), Habitat Selection by Critically Endangered Florida Panthers 


across the Diel Period: Implications for Land Management and Conservation, Publications. 


Paper 37, available at http://opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/zool_pubs/37. 
33


 Id. at 17.  
34


 Schwab and Zandbergen, Vehicle-related mortality and road crossing behavior of the Florida 


panther, Applied Geography 31 (2011) 859-870, at 859, 865, available at 


http://www.academia.edu/download/31455345/Schwab_Zandbergen_AppliedGeography_2011.p


df.  



http://opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/zool_pubs/37

http://www.academia.edu/download/31455345/Schwab_Zandbergen_AppliedGeography_2011.pdf

http://www.academia.edu/download/31455345/Schwab_Zandbergen_AppliedGeography_2011.pdf
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new roads can be mitigated by crossings must take into account that females will be effectively 


trapped by road development, making the northward expansion necessary to stabilize the single 


south Florida population essentially impossible.  Moreover, the reluctance of female panthers to 


cross roads means that they will be unable to adapt to habitat losses due to climate change, 


discussed below, that will necessitate movement northward. 


 


C. The Service must consider research demonstrating the impact of climate change on 


Florida panther habitat  


 


In assessing the status of the Florida panther, the Service cannot ignore the reality of 


climate change, and the vulnerability of the Florida panther to habitat loss resulting from climate 


change. “Land use conversion from natural areas to farm, pastureland, or urban areas is 


happening rapidly, and by 2060 an additional 2.7 million acres of undeveloped and agricultural 


lands in Florida are projected to be converted to urban areas to accommodate population 


growth.”
35


 “Florida is also highly threatened by sea level rise, storm surges, and salt water 


intrusion as the state has approximately 1200 miles of coastline, with the maximum distance 


from the coast less than 150 km; coastal erosion due to increasingly strong hurricanes and storm 


surge combined with sea level rise and coastal armoring create a unique suite of interacting 


threats to Florida’s biodiversity.”
36


   Fei et. al (2011) provide an estimate of Florida panther 


habitat loss due to sea level rise:  


                                                 
35


 Reece et al. (2013), A Vulnerability Assessment of 300 Species in Florida: Threats from Sea 


Level Rise, Land Use, and Climate Change. PLoS ONE 8(11):e80658. 


doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0080658, at 2 (citing Mulkey S (2007) Climate change and land use in 


Florida: Interdependencies and opportunities. Century Commission for a Sustainable Florida. 


University of Florida. p. 43).  
36


 Reece et al. (2013), A Vulnerability Assessment of 300 Species in Florida: Threats from Sea 


Level Rise, Land Use, and Climate Change. PLoS ONE 8(11):e80658. 


doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0080658, at 2 (citing Zhang K, Li Y, Liu H, Xu H, Shen J (2013) 







13 


 


Sea-level rise may pose the greatest long-term threat to survival of the panther in 


South Florida ... Global sea level is projected to rise by up to ~60 cm by 2100 


under the “business-as-usual” scenario … or up to ~2 m under the accelerated 


polar ice decline scenario. Because the highest elevation in the current panther 


habitat [estimated by Kautz 2006] is around 12 m, 9.6% of the panther 


habitat (13.1% of the primary zone) is predicted to be inundated by rising seas 


under the former scenario … Conversely, under the latter scenario, 32.9% of the 


panther habitat (41.3%, 10.3%, and 4.0% of the current primary, secondary, and 


dispersal zones, respectively) would be inundated … Although 75.4% of the 


inundated areas under the latter scenario are marsh lands and mangrove swamps, 


which are associated with relatively low panther density, additional loss of higher-


quality habitat will likely occur from saltwater intrusion. 
37


   


 


Fei et al. also describe the potential for the Florida panther’s “escape routes” to higher 


elevation areas in the north to be cut off by east-west urbanization, and the impacts of sea 


level rise on the prey species of the Florida panther.
38


 The authors identify the danger for 


a destructive feedback loop whereby these factors result in a “range-constricting noose” 


or “catalyze the formation of an extinction vortex” for the Florida panther.
39


 


   Furthermore, recent research by Frakes et al. (2015) highlights the sensitivity of Florida 


panther den site location to hydrology:  


A consistent characteristic of panther den sites was extremely dense understory of 


saw palmetto (Serenoa repens), thickets, shrubs, or vines  …  Our model showed 


that hydrology is indeed one of the most important factors determining the 


presence of adult panthers. The model indicated that the probability of adult 


panther presence is greatest when average water levels are just below the surface 


and drops off rapidly as water depths increase or decrease. Conditions would 


probably be optimal for the growth of dense understory vegetation when water 


depths are just below the surface.
40


     


 


                                                                                                                                                             


Comparison of three methods for estimating the sea level rise effect on storm surge flooding. 


Clim Change 118: 487-500. doi:10.1007/s10584-012-0645-8). 
37


 Fei, S., Cox, J. & Whittle, A. (2011) A perfect storm may threaten Florida panther recovery. 


Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment, 9, 317–318 (internal citations omitted). 
38


 Id.  
39


 Id.  
40


 Frakes RA, Belden RC, Wood BE, James FE (2015) Landscape Analysis of Adult Florida 


Panther Habitat. PLoS ONE 10(7): e0133044, at 14, available at 


https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0133044 



https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0133044
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Consequently, climate change induced effects on precipitation and sea level that alter the 


hydrology of Florida panther habitat are highly likely to affect the suitability of habitat for den 


sites—a quality fundamental to breeding habitat.  


  In sum, the Service should consider the best available scientific information to assess the 


impacts of climate change on the Florida panther. In addition to the research described above, the 


attachments to this letter include the November 2009 petition that Sierra Club submitted to the 


Service demonstrating the need for a critical habitat designation based on, among other things, 


the impacts of climate change on Florida panther habitat. That petition, and the scientific 


materials that it discusses and presents, offer information that should be considered in assessing 


the status of the Florida panther.    


4. Research indicates that crowding due to habitat limitations may be reducing kitten 


survival and placing a limit on population growth 


 


In a 2010 study, Hostetler et al. arrived at estimates for annual survival probability for 


Florida panther kittens that was lower than those reported for western North American 


populations of pumas and also substantially lower than estimates used in earlier demographic 


analyses of the Florida panther.  The study noted that the true survival may actually be even 


lower than their estimate because kittens were not tagged immediately after birth, making it 


possible that some died prior to tagging.   Because the estimates were associated with a period of 


population growth, the authors asserted that they did not believe the survival rate to be 


unsustainably low.  Nonetheless, they also found that the index of panther abundance negatively 


affected kitten survival, suggesting a density dependent effect.  The authors posit that “[t]his 


could result from infanticide by sub-adult and adult males during territorial disputes or for 


mating opportunities …, from deaths of the dependent kittens’ dams due to intraspecific 


aggression, or from competition for food or other resources.”   Although the authors note that 







15 


 


because their results are based on an index of abundance, they may not be sufficient to 


conclusively demonstrate density-dependent influence on kitten survival, these results 


nonetheless provide some evidence that panther density may be imposing a limit on kitten 


survival. 


 


5. The subspecies classification continues to be valid based on morphological features  


 


Recent research confirms that, even after the genetic restoration program, Florida 


panthers continue to show cranial morphology that is distinct from other puma subspecies in the 


United States. Finn et al. (2013) found that their “analysis comparing Texas pumas to Florida 


panthers revealed that there were significant differences in the 15 skull measurements when 


accounting for the differences between males and females.”
41


   Their results on cranial 


measurements were similar to the conclusions of previous studies identifying morphological 


distinctions, and also evinced that the genetic restoration project did not result in admixed 


panthers with cranial measurements similar to those of Texas pumas.
42


 Although the authors did 


not observe significant distinctions between Florida panthers and which did not comport with an 


earlier study concluding that the two subspecies were also distinguishable based on nasal 


features, the authors posited that small sample size for Texas pumas and other attributes of the 


study methodology may have caused the differing results.
43


 


Although recent research provides more evidence for the assertion by Culver et al. (2000) 


that all north american members of puma concolor branched from a recolonization from South 


American pumas (that occurred about 200,000 years ago), and that Florida panthers and Texas 


                                                 
41


 Finn et al (2013), The impact of genetic restoration on cranial morphology of Florida panthers 


(Puma concolor coryi), Journal of Mammalogy, 94(5):1037–1047, at 1044, available at 


https://academic.oup.com/jmammal/article/94/5/1037/866857.  
42


 Id.  
43


 Id. at 1044. 



https://academic.oup.com/jmammal/article/94/5/1037/866857
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pumas diverged from each other later (no earlier than 44,000 years ago based on the most recent 


study),
44


 this evidence as to phylogeny does not necessarily mean that Florida panthers no longer 


fit the legal definition of “subspecies” as that term is used in the ESA.  Indeed, at the time of the 


last status review, the Service did not conclude that the phylogenetic implications of Culver et al. 


(2000) necessitated a finding that the subspecies was no longer cognizable, and did not 


recommend initiating a rulemaking process to reconsider the subspecies classification.
45


   The 


addition of mitochondrial DNA evidence to support the same theory of phylogeny advanced by 


Culver et al. (2000) does not represent anything new in terms of the considerations that the 


Service must weigh in evaluating its continued recognition of a taxonomic classification. 


Moreover, it is telling that the scientific community has no more resolved the considerations 


relevant to puma taxonomy at present than it had at the time of the last status review.
46


 


In sum, the best available science shows that cranial morphology has been and still is a 


distinguishing feature between Florida panthers and Texas pumas, and that this aspect of the 


morphological basis for identifying the subspecies remains valid.  Recent science has not raised 


                                                 
44


 Ochoa et al., Evolutionary and functional mitogenomics associated with the genetic restoration 


of the Florida panther (2017), Journal of Heredity,  February 2017, DOI: 10.1093/jhered/esx015, 


available at  


https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alexander_Ochoa/publication/313792189_Evolutionary_an


d_functional_mitogenomics_associated_with_the_genetic_restoration_of_the_Florida_panther/li


nks/58dc3a8992851c611d25b1b1/Evolutionary-and-functional-mitogenomics-associated-with-


the-genetic-restoration-of-the-Florida-panther.pdf.   
45


 See US FWS, Florida Panther 5-yr Review (2009) at 10-11 (acknowledging that a rulemaking 


would be required to reevaluate the subspecies classification).   
46


 See id. at 10, (“The degree to which the scientific community has accepted the use of genetics 


in puma taxonomy is not resolved at this time.”); Finn et al (2013), The impact of genetic 


restoration on cranial morphology of Florida panthers (Puma concolor coryi), Journal of 


Mammalogy, 94(5):1037–1047, at 1044 (noting that the subspecies concept in taxonomy and for 


the puma will continue to be a subject of debate).  Notably, Ochoa et al. 2017 does not purport to 


resolve whether the subspecies classification for Florida panther remains appropriate.  



https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alexander_Ochoa/publication/313792189_Evolutionary_and_functional_mitogenomics_associated_with_the_genetic_restoration_of_the_Florida_panther/links/58dc3a8992851c611d25b1b1/Evolutionary-and-functional-mitogenomics-associated-with-the-genetic-restoration-of-the-Florida-panther.pdf

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alexander_Ochoa/publication/313792189_Evolutionary_and_functional_mitogenomics_associated_with_the_genetic_restoration_of_the_Florida_panther/links/58dc3a8992851c611d25b1b1/Evolutionary-and-functional-mitogenomics-associated-with-the-genetic-restoration-of-the-Florida-panther.pdf

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alexander_Ochoa/publication/313792189_Evolutionary_and_functional_mitogenomics_associated_with_the_genetic_restoration_of_the_Florida_panther/links/58dc3a8992851c611d25b1b1/Evolutionary-and-functional-mitogenomics-associated-with-the-genetic-restoration-of-the-Florida-panther.pdf

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alexander_Ochoa/publication/313792189_Evolutionary_and_functional_mitogenomics_associated_with_the_genetic_restoration_of_the_Florida_panther/links/58dc3a8992851c611d25b1b1/Evolutionary-and-functional-mitogenomics-associated-with-the-genetic-restoration-of-the-Florida-panther.pdf
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any additional considerations regarding the legitimacy of the subspecies classification beyond 


those that were present already at the time of the last status review.   


 


  


Conclusion 
  


 The best available scientific evidence indicates that the Florida panther continues to be 


endangered. The evidence also indicates that there is no reason to reconsider the taxonomic 


validity of the subspecies classification. Sierra Club submits the research described above, and 


the analysis provided above, for the Service’s consideration in its 5-yr review of the status of the 


species.  Please feel free to contact me at 202-548-4584 or karimah.schoenhut@sierraclub.org if 


you have questions about this letter or the attached materials. The scientific materials cited in this 


letter are provided on the accompanying DVD.  


 


Sincerely, 


 


Karimah Schoenhut      Jaclyn Lopez 


Staff Attorney       Florida Director, Senior Attorney 


Sierra Club       Center for Biological Diversity 


Environmental Law Program     P.O. Box 2155 


50 F St NW, Eighth Floor      St. Petersburg, FL 33731    


Washington, DC 20001 


  


 


Ryan Smart        Aliki Moncrief 


President       Executive Director 


1000 Friends of Florida      Florida Conservation Voters   


308 N Monroe St       308 N Monroe St 


Tallahassee, FL 32301     Tallahassee, FL 32301 
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From: greencat9@juno.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Submission for the review about the Florida Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 19, 2017 3:23:59 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
 
I am writing strongly in favor of keeping the Florida Panther on the endangered species
list. They are surrounded by more threats than ever.
 
Our state has yet to utilize a smarter growth model. Rather than build upwards and have
planning that entails a more consolidated design for neighborhoods, jobs, and access to
life's necessities, we build horizontally in every direction. Mall developers and sub
division developers profit from this, while the rest of us lose the parts of Florida that we
love. The short-sightedness of elected officials who change long term comprehensive
plans fails to understand that brick-and-mortar shopping centers won't draw traffic from
Millennials, as it did in generations past. Shopping is trending towards online orders and
delivery.
 
We also add human populations and sprawl randomly, whenever the developers and other
profiteers in this area can find the votes at the county level to re-zone agriculture and
preserved land. Consideration for the environment, particularly our few larger mammals,
is sacrificed for this unsustainable development. Florida panthers are definitely threatened
by this. People who don't wish to live near bear and panther habitats are more than
welcome to live in the city. Those who do wish to live near these precious animal habitats
should understand that with such beauty comes a responsibility to coexist with wildlife
and preserve our wild lands for future generations.
 
Another threat to panthers is the cattle industry. Florida is known as the wild west of the
east. We face many of the same issues here that the western ranchers bring up in their
quest for profit.  Like any business, they should be aware of the risks and willing to find
creative and thoughtful ways to safely preserve their cattle, other than feeling entitled to
shoot panthers at will.
 
To many Floridians, panthers are a symbol of our heritage and a key component of what
nature's design has had in place for our state. It's not up to the taxpayers to sacrifice the
wild beauty of our Florida to satisfy cattlemen's profit desires. We already federally
subsidize the cattle industry, and locally deal with their water issues and agricultural run-
off.
 
In your capacity, as a biologist trusted with important decisions that will affect the future
of our state and planet, I urge you to consider the repercussions of letting the protection of
our panthers lapse. A mere 200 panthers does not reflect a thriving population, especially
when our state's the lack of railroads, continued accommodations for more automobiles,
and armed cattlemen are a continuous threat to our panthers--these are the things out of
our control. You have the power and authority to to hold the line and save this species.
Once they're gone, they're gone.
 
We have the Chamber of Commerce protecting the rights of business. The responsibility
of the Fish and Wildlife Service is for the best interests of our state's fish and wildlife.

mailto:greencat9@juno.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


 
Thank you for doing your job honestly and wisely.
 
Sincerely, 
Jennifer Sullivan
A  co-chair of the Green Party of Florida
 



From: marie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Support continued endangered species protections for Florida panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 6:14:17 PM

Support continued endangered species protections for Florida panthers, with an
endangered species listing under the Endangered Species Act.

Thank you.
 
 
Marie Wakefield
wakefieldm_2000@yahoo.com
 
 

mailto:wakefieldm_2000@yahoo.com
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From: looprd@aol.com
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Nick.Wiley@MyFWC.com; Cory.Morea@MyFWC.com; commissioners@Myfwc.com
Subject: Support delisting panthers in Florida from being classified as a seperate sub-specieces
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 12:34:33 PM
Attachments: cap001.bmp

cap002.bmp
cap001.bmp
cap002.bmp
Genomic_ancestry_of_the_American_puma-1.pdf
IUCN(1)(1).pdf

 
To USFWS  David Shindle
David_shindle@fws.gov  Fax# 
Subject   Our support of delisting panthers in Florida as a separate subspecies
July 30, 2017
Our family supports delisting of panthers living in Florida from the endangered species designation due to
science that has shown that all North American panthers are actually one and the same and the 1967
science claiming 32 sub-species of panthers is flawed and out of date. Genomic Ancestry of Puma being
and the IUCN report part of a few studies showing this.
Living our entire life in South Florida we grew up hunting fishing frogging camping mostly in the Cypress
area due to friends living there and being close to where we lived.  Growing up in this environment made
it natural for us to support wildlife and habitat management as we saw South Florida’s overdevelopment
and population expansion.
Originally the idea of bringing in panthers to help with the inbreeding troubles caused by panthers in
Florida being cut off from other populations due to habitat fragmentation and knowing that there were very
few, if any, panthers left along the Eastern Seaboard of the U.S. might be okay.
We should have known better that there would be adverse consequences due to watching nearly every
project involving any of the DOI agencies as well as our water managers cause more troubles
environmentally/culturally than they do to help.  The stacking of water for the artificially create habitat for
the Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow is the perfect example of one such trouble. To this day, ENP refuses
water to move south.  Here is a link from a booklet Tom Shirley and the ECC put together while it is not
directly related to our support of delisting panthers it is to show USFWS that we have multiple reasons
and experience with our environment.
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvh2sxrtlvj241k/AAAct7ttMfxHKzGAMWFrrSZ3a?dl=0
http://www.slideshare.net/secret/oisz1MrdAgW6yh
Our family was very fortunate to be connected to Ben Wolfe and his home on Loop Road in the Big
Cypress and several friend’s properties. This gave us the ability to spend a lot of time there.
While I understand much of what I write and saw is considered just anecdotal information it is truthful.
In the 1970’s, 80’s and early 90’s we did not run across panthers very often and were thrilled to see one
when we did usually during high water years.
 In I995 or so we knew about the bringing in of some cats from Texas did not think much about them
because we still were not seeing any near Bens home or around the areas we visited along Loop Road.  I
think it was in 1999 or 2000 when during a high-water period when I saw the that the breeding program
was showing results with a very healthy looking panther up close near the Paces dike and the Hump area
was thrilled.
A couple years later we started seeing Panther more frequently and unlike the NPS’s description of they
being shy an elusive they were bold and in broad daylight walking up and down the road and through our
yard whether we were in the yard or not. The Miccosukee that lived along Loop Road started
complaining, The NPS even Panther proofed their Environmental center across the street from Ben
Wolfes home with 10-foot-high fencing to keep deer and panthers out. Deborah Janson from the NPS and
Panther Recovery Program also asked us to quit using feeder and our food plots that we had done for
years. Robert Cruz has photos of these supposedly shy and elusive cats trotting alongside his truck while
slowly driving Turner River Road, there is nothing shy about them. I have also included a couple pictures
showing this statement to be fact as the picture shows 2 panthers, one being the prolific breeder  from the
Pine Crest area of Loop Road the photo is grainy because we took it off the video a local

mailto:looprd@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:Nick.Wiley@MyFWC.com
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Genomic Ancestry of the American Puma
(Puma concolor)
M. Culver, W. E. Johnson, J. Pecon-Slattery, and S. J. O’Brien


Puma concolor, a large American cat species, occupies the most extensive range
of any New World terrestrial mammal, spanning 110 degrees of latitude from the
Canadian Yukon to the Straits of Magellan. Until the recent Holocene, pumas co-
existed with a diverse array of carnivores including the American lion (Panthera
atrox), the North American cheetah (Miracynonyx trumani), and the saber toothed
tiger (Smilodon fatalis). Genomic DNA specimens from 315 pumas of specified geo-
graphic origin (261 contemporary and 54 museum specimens) were collected for
molecular genetic and phylogenetic analyses of three mitochondrial gene sequenc-
es (16S rRNA, ATPase-8, and NADH-5) plus composite microsatellite genotypes (10
feline loci). Six phylogeographic groupings or subspecies were resolved, and the
entire North American population (186 individuals from 15 previously named sub-
species) was genetically homogeneous in overall variation relative to central and
South American populations. The marked uniformity of mtDNA and a reduction in
microsatellite allele size expansion indicates that North American pumas derive
from a recent (late Pleistocene circa 10,000 years ago) replacement and recoloni-
zation by a small number of founders who themselves originated from a centrum
of puma genetic diversity in eastern South America 200,000–300,000 years ago.
The recolonization of North American pumas was coincident with a massive late
Pleistocene extinction event that eliminated 80% of large vertebrates in North Amer-
ica and may have extirpated pumas from that continent as well.


Pumas (also called mountain lions, or cou-
gars) occupy a vast range of ecological
zones (Figure 1A) as diverse as desert, sa-
vannah, tropical rain forest, and alpine
steppes (Anderson 1983; Hansen 1992).
Adult size varies from 50 to 70 kg at the
equator to twice that size in the extreme
reaches of the Canadian Yukon and Pata-
gonian pampas. The puma fossil record is
less than half a million years old, but both
molecular and morphologic studies sug-
gest that the puma’s origin dates to the
late Miocene [5–8 million years before the
present (MYBP)], when pumas evolved
from a common ancestor with the African
cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) and American
jaguarundi (Herpailurus yaguaroundi) (Jan-
czewski et al. 1995; Johnson and O’Brien
1997; Pecon-Slattery and O’Brien 1998; Van
Valkenburgh et al. 1990). Pumas most cer-
tainly arrived in South America 2–4 MYBP
during the Great American Interchange,
when eutherian carnivores first migrated
south from North America with the geo-
logic joining of the Panamanian land
bridge (Marshall et al. 1982; Stehli and
Webb 1985; Webb 1978; Webb and Mar-


shall 1981; Webb and Rancy 1996). Al-
though the event would suggest that mod-
ern pumas originated from a North
American ancestry, the puma fossil record
in South America is so poor that a more
recent neotropical origin and northward
dispersal cannot be ruled out (Kurten
1976; Werdelin 1989).


The peopling of North and South Amer-
ica clearly diminished puma populations
in recent centuries, reducing the range by
two-thirds in North America as a conse-
quence of habitat destruction and human
depredation (Figure 1A). Except for the
small endangered population of Florida
panther (Puma concolor coryi) living in cy-
press swamps of south Florida, pumas are
extinct east of the Mississippi (Hansen
1992; Maehr 1998; Roelke et al. 1993).
Nonetheless, elimination of bounties and
recent legislative protection has led to an
increase in puma numbers in many areas
since 1900. Some 32 separate geographic
subspecies of puma have been described
based on geographic and morphometric
criteria (Figure 1A) (Neff 1983; Young and
Goldman 1946). The eastern cougar (P. c.
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grateful to acknowledge full collaborative credit to the
investigators listed in Figure 1A who supplied biologi-
cal specimens upon which this study is based. We
would like to thank all the collaborators that collected
or aided in the collection of samples for this study. We
also appreciate the expert technical assistance and in-
sightful advice of Marilyn Raymond, Melody Roelke-
Parker, Victor David, Clay Stephens, Janice Martenson,
Stan Cevario, Carlos Driscoll, Al Roca, and Ellen Frazier.
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endorsement by the U.S. government. Address corre-
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ican Genetic Association at the Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity, University Park, PA, USA, June 12–13, 1999.
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couguar) and the Wisconsin puma (P. c.
schorgeri) are presumed extinct, and three
subspecies (P. c. coryi, P. c. costaricensis,
and P. c. brownii) are classified as endan-
gered or threatened by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Hansen 1992).


Here we examine the extent of genetic
diversity using three groups of genetic
markers (mtDNA coding genes, Y-chro-
mosome Zfy intron sequence, and 10 nu-
clear feline microsatellite loci) among 315
individual pumas: 261 contemporary ani-
mals and 54 museum specimens, each of
known geographic origin representing 31
of 32 named subspecies. The pattern of
variation within and among subspecies
was employed to verify phylogeographic
subdivision and to interpret the natural
history of the species. The cumulative
data support the recognition of six oper-
ational taxonomic units (OTUs) or sub-
species based on their sharing of a
‘‘unique geographic range or habitat, a
group of phylogenetically concordant’’
phenotypic characters and ‘‘a unique nat-
ural history’’ (Avise and Ball 1990;
O’Brien and Mayr 1991). Molecular mark-
ers show that individuals from the North
American continent comprise a large pan-
mictic population and display reduced
genetic variation relative to South Amer-
ican pumas, an indication of an historic
founder effect in the North American
puma ancestry. Four of the six recognized
puma OTUs reflect geographic (potential
faunal) boundaries, while the other two
are likely hybrid (or intergrade) zones
from geographically adjacent subspecies.
Consistency of the genetic/phylogenetic
results with each category of genetic
markers offers confidence in subspecies
classification and has implications for
natural history and present conservation
management of the puma.


Materials and Methods


Samples
Biological samples were collected from
315 pumas and were obtained from the
wild (n � 148), captive facilities (n � 113),
and museums (n � 54) (Figure 1A). Sam-
ples included 1–35 animals from each of
32 subspecies. Captive animals were wild
born and of known geographic origin.
Samples were assigned to the nearest sub-
species based on geographic location (Ca-
brera 1963; Jackson 1955; Neff 1983; Young
and Goldman 1946). Population samples
were selected to exclude known related in-
dividuals, or in the case of Florida, known
hybrids (O’Brien et al. 1990). Samples of


cheetah, jaguarundi, Geoffroy’s cat (Onci-
felis geoffroyi), and domestic cat (Felis ca-
tus) were included as outgroup species.


DNA was extracted from white blood
cells, whole blood, primary fibroblast cul-
tures from skin biopsies, or tissues follow-
ing a phenol-chloroform protocol (Sam-
brook et al. 1989). DNA from hide, hair,
and bone samples was extracted using a
silica based, guanidium extraction method
(Höss and Pääbo 1993; Johnson et al.
1998; Pääbo et al. 1988).


mtDNA Markers
Products for both single-strand confor-
mation polymorphism (SSCP) and se-
quencing of mtDNA regions were ob-
tained by PCR amplification of genomic
DNA (Saiki et al. 1985) using primers that
amplify portions of the 16S rRNA (16S),
NADH-5 (ND5), and ATPase-8 (ATP8) genes
(Johnson et al. 1998; Johnson and O’Brien
1997). PCR amplification of museum sam-
ples was performed with two pairs of
hemi-nested primers for 16S and ND5
(Johnson et al. 1998) except 16S-3F-5�GA-
GACCCATTAATTTCAACCG-3� is substitut-
ed for 16S-1NF. PCR reactions were per-
formed using 20 ng of genomic DNA in the
presence of 10 mM Tris-HCl (pH 8.3), 50
mM KCl, 1.5 mM MgCl2, 200 �M each of
dATP, dCTP, dGTP, dTTP, 0.16 mg/ml BSA,
1 �M of each primer, and 1 unit Taq poly-
merase enzyme in a volume of 10 �l (2.5
units in 25 �l for museum specimens).
Thermocycling conditions consisted of
0.5 min denaturation at 94�C, 1.5 min an-
nealing at 49�C, and 1 min extension at
72�C for 30 cycles (35 or 40 cycles for mu-
seum samples). Resulting products were
visualized on a 2% agarose gel in TBE
buffer.


SSCP analyses were performed on
mtDNA amplification products from con-
temporary samples (Orita et al. 1989a;b;
Poduslo et al. 1991). PCR was performed
as described above with the addition of 1
�Ci of dCTP[�-32P]. The PCR product was
denatured at 95�C and electrophoresed on
a 4.5% nondenaturing polyacrylamide gel
with 10% glycerol at 60 W for 6 h. Several
individuals with identical banding pat-
terns were sequenced to confirm that
each had the same allele. PCR products
from museum specimens were directly se-
quenced. The mtDNA PCR products were
sequenced in both forward and reverse di-
rections using a Prism Dye Primer kit and
were analyzed by an ABI 373A automated
DNA sequencer (Applied Biosystems Inc.,
Foster City, CA). Sequences were deposit-


ed in GenBank (accession numbers
AF241812–AF241820).


Phylogenetic Analyses of mtDNA
Haplotypes
Phylogenetic analyses of mtDNA variation
were conducted for samples which suc-
cessfully amplified for all three gene seg-
ments (n � 286). Sequences for each gene
were combined for a total evidence ap-
proach (Huelsenbeck et al. 1996) covering
891 bp. The combined data were edited
and aligned using the program SE-
QUENCHER (version 3.0, Gene Codes
Corp., Ann Arbor, MI) and verified visually.
Genetic distances were estimated both by
absolute number of base pair differences
among haplotypes (p distance) and by the
Tajima-Nei model of substitution (Tajima
and Nei 1984) as implemented in the pro-
gram PAUP* (used with permission of D.
Swofford). Phylogenetic relationships
among the haplotypes were estimated us-
ing three major methods—minimum evo-
lution estimated by neighbor joining (NJ),
maximum parsimony (MP), and maximum
likelihood (ML)—using the program
PAUP*. Concordance among the resultant
topologies was considered to be strong
support for the observed phylogeny.


NJ trees were generated with the Tajima-
Nei distance estimates and a general heu-
ristic search with tree bisection-reconnec-
tion branch swapping. The MP analysis
was conducted by a general heuristic
search using simple sequence addition of
sequences and tree bisection-reconnec-
tion branch swapping. ML trees were gen-
erated using the HKY or F84 model (Has-
egawa et al. 1985). The starting tree was
obtained from the NJ analysis, the shape
parameter (�) for the gamma distribution
of rate heterogeneity among sites and the
transition:transversion (Ts:Tv) ratio were
set at default values, and base frequencies
were empirically derived. An iterative pro-
cess whereby each successive ML tree in-
corporated parameters estimated from
the preceeding ML analysis continued un-
til an optimal tree was consistently de-
rived. Relationships among mtDNA haplo-
types were estimated using a minimum
spanning network, computed from the ab-
solute number of differences between hap-
lotypes using the program MINSPNET (Ex-
coffier et al. 1992).


Zfy Intron Sequence
The terminal intron of Zfy, located on the
Y chromosome, was examined in 14 rep-
resentative male pumas (and one female
for a negative control). PCR was per-
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Figure 1. (A) Geographic ranges of 32 currently recognized subspecies of puma (Puma concolor) (Cabrera 1963; Jackson 1955; Neff 1983; Young and Goldman 1946). The
subspecies are labeled with a three-letter code, and the total number of samples examined here are indicated. Collaborators and institutions that supplied puma specimens
are ( listed alphabetically by institution): Alberto Paras, Africam Safari, Mexico; Agustin Iriarte, Agriculture Service SAG, Chile; Charles Land, Alaska Department of Fish and
Game; Ernesto Boede, Aquarium J.V. Seijas, Venezuela; Don Buckley, Arizona; Lisa Haynes, Stan Cunningham, Matt Peirce, and Harley Shaw, Arizona Game and Fish Department;
Troy Best, and Ned Gentz, Auburn University, Alabama; Lorenza Calvo, Aurora National Zoo, Guatemala; Nini N. DeBerger, Auto Safari Chapin, Guatemala; Sheila Schmelling,
Tony Garel, and Laurie Wilkins, Belize Zoo; Daryl Hebert and Dan Lay, British Columbia Ministry of Environment, Canada; Knut Atkinson, Rick Davies, British Columbia Wildlife
Branch, Canada; Juan Romero, Buenos Aires Zoological Park, Argentina; Sue Mainka, Wanda Dwelle, Lori Rogers, and Bob Cooper, Calgary Zoo and Botanical Gardens, Canada;
Dr. Hunter, Dave Jessup, Tony Atkinson, Jim Banks, and Kenneth Levine, California Department of Fish and Game; Stan van Zyll de Jong, Canadian Museum of Nature, Quebec;
Lilly and Werner Hagnauer, Canas, Las Pumas, Costa Rica; Ramon Quevedo Giorgiana, Dulce Brousset and Enrique Yanto, Centro de Convivencia Infantil, Mexico; Allen
Anderson, Colorado Division of Wildlife; Sonia Alcazar and Viviana Quse, Cordoba Zoological Park, Argentina; Rosana Nogueira de Morias, Curitiba Zoo, Brazil; Ricardo Ayala,
Durazno Zoological Park, Paraguay; Melody Roelke, Florida Game and Freshwater Fish Commission; Laurie Wilkins, Florida Museum of Natural History, Gainesville; Helida
Ferreira, Goiana Zoo, Brazil; Ross Anderson, Hogle Zoo, Salt Lake City, Utah; Kerry Murphy, Linda Sweanor, and Ken Logan, Hornocker Wildlife Research Institute; Joe Flanagan,
Houston Zoo, Texas; John Laundre, Idaho State University; Richard Greenwell, International Society of Cryptozoology, Tucson, Arizona; Emerson Suemitsu, Wanderlei de
Moraes, Itaipu, Brazil and Paraguay; Miriam Lazo, Juigalpa Zoo, Nicaragua; Melody Roelke, Kamloops Game Farm, Canada; Otto Carlos Jordan, La Paz Zoo, Bolivia; Dr. Marinelli,
La Plata Zoological Park, Argentina; Senor Meneses, La Ponderosa, Chile; Warren Johnson and Melanie Culver, Laboratory of Genomic Diversity, National Cancer Institute,
Maryland; Melody Roelke, Lima Zoo, Peru; Beverly Fronk, Lycoming County Historical Society Museum, Pennsylvania; Victoriano Corazon, Managua Zoo, Zoologico Nacional,
Nicaragua; Jorge Bustelo, Mendoza Zoological Park, Argentina; Jose Olazarri, Mercedes Zoological Park, Uruguay; Ernie Strahm, Mexico; Warren Johnson, Mina El Soldado,
Chile; Maria Rutzmoser, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cambridge, Massachusetts; James Patton, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, Berkeley, California; Peter Dratch, National
Fish and Wildlife Forensics Lab, Oregon; Alfred Gardner, National Museum of Natural History, Washington, DC; Mike Cox, Nevada Division of Wildlife; Walt Van Dyke, Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife; Bob Gagliuso, Oregon State University; Fernando Manvel Victoria, Parque Centenario, Merida, Mexico; Melody Roelke and Warren Johnson,
Parque de Fauna CONAF, Chile; Peter Crawshaw, Parque Nacional Foz de Iguazu, CENAP, IBAMA; Gambino Vasquez, Parque Zoologico de Leon, Mexico; Vicente Mongrell,
Parque Zoologico de Tamatan, Mexico; Kathy Quigley, Petencita Zoological Park, Guatemala; Jean-Christophe Vie, Programme Faune Sauvage, French Guyana; Sandro Jerez,
Rawson Zoological Park, Argentina; Matt Peirce and Harley Shaw, Reid Park Zoo, Tucson, Arizona; Dave Gonzalez, Rim County Veterinary Clinic, Nevada; Hector Seuanez, Rio
de Janeiro Zoo, Brazil; Roy McBride, San Antonio Zoological Gardens and Aquarium; David F. Johnson, San Diego Mesa College, Animal Health, California; Paul Beier, Santa
Ana Mountains Cougar Study, California; Otto Carlos Jordan, Santa Cruz Zoo, Bolivia; Patricio Yãnez, Santiago Museum of Natural History, Chile; Jeffrey Wyatt and Faical
Simon, Sao Paulo Zoo, Brazil; Yolanda Matamoros, Simon Bolivar Zoo, Costa Rica; Samuel Ocana, Sonoran Ecological Center, Mexico; Aduato Nunes, Sorocaba Zoo, Brazil;
Randall E. Junge, St. Louis Zoological Park, Missouri; Anabel Herrera, Summit Zoo, Panama; Jan Englund and Olavi Gronwald, Swedish Museum of Natural History, Stockholm,
Sweden; Bill Franklin, Torres del Paine National Park, Chile; Mike Syvanen, University of California, Davis; Frank Iwen and Adrian Wydeven, University of Wisconsin Zoological
Museum, Madison, Wisconsin; Ken Elowe, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources; Esmeralda Mujica, Valencia Aquarium, Venezuela; Melody Roelke, Vancouver Game Farm,
Canada; Briggs Hall, Don Magoon, Jim Byse, and Willie Nation, Washington Department of Fish and Game; Scott Citino, White Oak Plantation, Florida; Melody Roelke, Laurie
Marker, and Mike Briggs, Wildlife Safari, Oregon; Melody Roelke, Yosemite National Park, California; Dr. Riveros, Zoologico Nacional de Chile; Miguel Alvarez, Zoomat, Mexico.
(B) Distribution of mtDNA haplotypes across the puma’s ranges. Letters and pie charts refer to mtDNA haplotypes specified by fifteen single nucleotide polymorphisms
defined in pumas (Table 1). The geographic ranges of six revised subspecies of pumas as defined here by mtDNA and microsatellite analysis are indicated. Dotted lines
demarcate former subspecies range (Neff 1983; Young and Goldman 1946). Nx4 and Mx3,4,5 etc., indicates the number of individuals in the defined location that had the N
or M haplotype, respectively. Squares around the haplotype letter indicates a museum sample.


formed using first-round primers ZF2F and
ZF1R, and second round ‘‘nested’’ primers
ZFY2F and ZFY1R (Pecon-Slattery and
O’Brien 1998). PCR products of 350 bp
from the Zfy intron were sequenced in


both forward and reverse directions using
the Dye Terminator Prism sequencing kit
and analyzed by an ABI 373A automated
DNA sequencer [Applied Biosystems Inc.
(ABI), Foster City, CA]. Zfy sequences were


edited and aligned using the program SE-
QUENCHER (version 3.0, Gene Codes Cor-
poration, Ann Arbor, MI). The sequence
was deposited in GenBank using accession
number AF241870.
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Table 1. Geographic location and ancestral inferences of 14 mtDNA haplotypes resulting from 15 polymorphic sites in combined analyses of the 16S (382
bp), ATP8 (191 bp), and ND5 (318 bp) genes, in 286 pumasa


Haplotype


16S


3063b 3094


ATP8


8630 8681 8700 8725 8756


ND5


12723 12751 12809 12819 12834 12840 12908 12909 ANCc Nd Geographic location


A T G C C T T C T A A C C G T A 9 1 Paraguay
B . . . . . C . . . . . . A . . 9 1 Venezuela
C . . T . . . T . . . . . . . G 8 2 Costa Rica, Panama
D . . . . . C . . . G . . . . . 7 4 Chile
E . . . . . C . . . . . T . . . 7 2 Bolivia, Peru
F . . . . . C . . . . . . . . . 8 46 nA, Bo, Br, CR, E, G, Pa, Pe, Ve


G . . . . . C . C . . . . . . . 8 1 Brazil
H . . . . . . T . . . . . . . . 10 9 Brazil, Paraguay
I . . . . . . T . . . . . A . G 10 4 Brazil
J . . . . C . T . . . . . . . . 9 19 Argentina, Chile
K C . . . . C . . . . T . . . . 8 1 Brazil
L . A . . . C . . . . . . . . . 9 2 Fr. Guyana, Brazil
M . A . T . . T . G . . . . . . 9 190 North America, CR, Panama
N . A . T . . T . G . . . . C . 8 4 Washington, USA


Hya C A C C T T C T A A T C G T A 286 total samples
Aju T A C C T T T C A A C C A T A
Oge T A C C T T T T A A C C A T A
Fcab A A C C T T T C A A T C A T A
ancestral statec A C C T T T A A C A T A
codon position n/a n/a n/a 3 1 2 3 3 1 2 3 3 3 2 3
aa change n/a n/a n/a — S � P V � A — — I � V Q � R M � I — — V � A —


a Base pairs that are identical to haplotype A are indicated by a period.
b From the complete Felis catus mtDNA sequence (Lopez et al. 1996).
c The number of sites with inferred ancestral state based on occurrence in three of four outgroup species’ (Hya, Aju, Oge and Fca) mtDNA homologue.
d Number of individuals with each haplotype.
e Abbreviations: nA, northern Argentina; Bo, Bolivia; Br, Brazil; CR, Costa Rica; E, Ecuador; G, Guyana; Pa, Paraguay; Pe, Peru; V, Venezuela; (Aju) cheetah, (Hya) jaguarundi,


(Oge) Geoffroyi’s cat, and (Fca) domestic cat.


Microsatellite PCR and Length
Determination
The 10 most polymorphic microsatellite
markers were selected (FCA008, FCA035,
FCA043, FCA082, FCA090, FCA096, FCA117,
FCA166, FCA249, FCA262) from 43 loci ex-
amined which were initially characterized
in the domestic cat (Menotti-Raymond et
al. 1997; Menotti-Raymond et al. 1999). Of
the 10 loci, 7 were unlinked on a genetic
recombination map, one (FCA166) was un-
mapped and two (FCA043 and FCA117)
were 20 cM apart (Menotti-Raymond et al.
1999). PCR amplification was performed as
described (Menotti-Raymond et al. 1997),
except for FCA116 which amplified using
the following primers: FCA166F 5�-AGGT-
ATTCTTCATCCCTAGGCA-3� and FCA166R
5�-TGTGCTGACAGCACCGAG-3� (Culver
1999). Products were electrophoresed on
a 6% polyacrylamide gel using an Applied
Biosystems 373A automated sequencer.
Microsatellite allele sizes were estimated
by comparison with a GS350 TAMRA (ABI)
internal size standard, and two pumas
were used as allele size controls on each
gel. Data were collected and analyzed us-
ing the programs GENESCAN (version
1.2.2-1) and GENOTYPER software (ver-
sion 1.1) (ABI).


Phylogenetic Analyses of Microsatellite
Data
Pairwise genetic distances among indi-
viduals, among subspecies, and among


groups of pumas were estimated using
the kinship coefficient ( Dkf ) and propor-
tion shared alleles ( Dps) algorithms
( Bowcock et al. 1994) as implemented in
the program MICROSAT (version 1.5,
Minch et al.). These distance estimators,
which are based on shared alleles, are hy-
pothesized to be more appropriate for
comparisons among populations ( Dris-
coll 1998; Goldstein and Pollock 1997).
Phylogenetic relationships were deter-
mined among individuals that amplified
for eight or more loci (n � 262) and
among subspecies incorporating all sam-
ples that amplified for at least one micro-
satellite locus (n � 277). Phylogenetic
trees were constructed from the Dkf and
Dps distance matrixes using the NEIGH-
BOR option of the program PHYLIP (ver-
sion 3.572) ( Felsenstein 1993). Trees
were drawn using the program TREEVIEW
(version 1.5) (Page 1996).


Genetic Diversity and Population
Structure Analysis
Measures of genetic diversity were esti-
mated for individuals, as well as within
and between subspecies. Nucleotide di-
versity (�) (Nei and Li 1979) was estimat-
ed from mtDNA haplotype data, using the
program SENDBS (version 2, National In-
stitute of Genetics, Shizuoka, Japan). Av-
erage heterozygosity (H0), average vari-
ance in number of repeats, and average


range of number of repeats were estimat-
ed from microsatellite data using the pro-
gram MICROSAT (version 1.5, Minch et
al.). Deviations from Hardy–Weinberg
equilibrium (Guo and Thompson 1992)
were tested for each microsatellite locus
using the program ARLEQUIN (version
1.1) (Schneider et al. 1997).


Population subdivision was estimated
by FST (Reynolds et al. 1983) and number
of migrants (Slatkin 1994) for both mtDNA
sequence data and microsatellite length
variation data, using only the contempo-
rary samples (excluding museum speci-
mens). Estimates of FST among mtDNA
haplotypes were obtained by analysis of
molecular variance (AMOVA) (Excoffier et
al. 1992) using Tajima-Nei (1984) distances
as implemented in the program ARLE-
QUIN. With microsatellite data, FST esti-
mates were generated by AMOVA with the
‘‘number of different alleles’’ distance
method using ARLEQUIN. The significance
levels of FST were assessed after employing
a Bonferroni adjustment (Weir 1996) for
multiple comparisons. Alternative ways of
subdividing the individuals into groups
were compared to determine which parti-
tions best accounted for the genetic vari-
ance. An AMOVA was also performed
among subspecies within groups (Excof-
fier et al. 1992).


Divergence Time Estimates
Divergence dates among mtDNA haplo-
types and outgroup species were estimat-
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Table 2. Measures of genetic variation across combined analyses of three mtDNA gene segments 16S (382 bp), ATP8 (191 bp), and ND5 (318 bp), and 10
microsatellite loci in pumas grouped by subspecies


Subspecies, continent,
or groupa


Number
of individual
mtDNA/
�satb mtDNA Haplotype


Microsatellite loci


Total
number
of allelesc % P


Average Ho


(SE)e %


Average
number
of alleles
per locus


Average
varianced


Average
ranged


Maximum
range


North American subspecies:
P. c. missoulensis
P. c. oregonensis
P. c. vancouverensis
P. c. olympus
P. c. californica
P. c. kaibabensis
P. c. hippolestes
P. c. couguar 	 schorgeri (ancient)
P. c. browni
P. c. browni (ancient)
P. c. azteca
P. c. stanleyana
P. c. coryi
P. c. coryi (ancient)
P. c. improcera (ancient)
P. c. mayensis
P. c. costaricensis


23/22
16/15
6
4


25/24
5


14
3 	 1


15
4


35
10
6
6/4
1/0


12
13


M
M
M


M
M
M
M
M
M
M
M
M
M
M
M
M


N


F C


34
32
18
18
32
32
32
11
39
13 (3)
46
38
12
9 (6)


49
54


100
100
50
50
90
90
90
20


100
80


100
80
20
50


100
100


48 (0.40)
35 (0.24)
7 (0.35)


31 (0.18)
27 (0.03)
53 (0.35)
43 (0.44)
22 (0.23)
54 (0.45)
38 (0.53)
50 (0.27)
47 (0.18)
5 (0.0)


42 (0.38)


60 (0.0)
63 (0.11)


3.4
3.2
1.8
1.8
3.2
3.2
3.2
1.2
3.9
1.6
4.6
3.8
1.2
2.3


4.9
5.4


5.1
4.0
1.1
3.0
2.9
4.4
3.4
2.1
3.8
9.2
4.5
4.1
0.3
9.6


7.2
11.1


5.5
5.2
1.9
2.5
5.1
4.9
4.5
0.8
5.4
4.1
6.4
4.5
0.5
4.8


7.8
8.4


9
9
5
9
9
9
9
6
9


14
13
9
6


10


17
20


South American subspecies:
P. c. borbensis
P. c. borbensis (ancient)
P. c. greeni
P. c. acrocodia
P. c. capricornensis
P. c. bangsi
P. c. concolor
P. c. concolor (ancient)
P. c. soderstromi (ancient)
P. c. incarum
P. c. incarum (ancient)
P. c. osgoodi
P. c. cabrerae
P. c. hudsoni
P. c. puma
P. c. araucanus
P. c. araucanus (ancient)
P. c. patagonica
P. c. pearsoni


2
1/0
1


11
8
5
3
2
4
5
1
5


10
7
6
4
2
6
4


A


J


J
J
J
J
J


L


L


F


F
F
F
F
F
F
F
F
F
F
F


F


G


H


H
H
H


B


E


E


D
D


I
I


K


25


15
72
49
43
37
19 (11)
19
55
2 (0)1


49
57
51
39
30
18 (5)
32
34


100


50
100
100
100
100
90
90


100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100


72 (0.24)


50 (0.0)
68 (0.27)
77 (0.04)
81 (0.18)
80 (0.0)
69 (0.27)
52 (0.15)
78 (0.58)
na
81 (0.0)
77 (3.61)
74 (2.90)
69 (0.35)
43 (0.53)
83 (0.35)
63 (0.35)
78 (0.24)


2.8


1.5
7.2
4.9
4.3
3.7
2.4
1.9
5.5
na
4.9
5.7
5.1
3.9
3.0
2.0
3.2
3.8


10.2


9.5
6.9
8.5
6.9
6.5
5.7
8.9
8.7


na
10.3
9.6
8.5
8.0
6.5
5.3
9.4
7.3


5.6


2.6
8.4
7.9
6.2
5.8
3.3
3.2
5.5
na
7.0
8.4
8.1
5.8
5.1
3.0
6.2
6.0


12


11
19
19
18
12
5


12
15
7


18
21
19
11
10
6


20
10


a Subspecies ordered in a geographical cline from north to south, ancient samples came from museums.
b Number of individuals typed for mtDNA/microsatellite analysis; one value indicates the same number for both.
c Alleles found in museum but not in modern samples of the same population are in parentheses.
d Variance and range in the number of repeats averaged across all loci.
e Average observed heterozygosity across all loci and standard error.


ed by averaging all pairwise (p) distances
between haplotypes. Feline-specific
mtDNA divergence rates of 1.39% (ATP8),
1.22% (ND5), and 0.97% (16S) per million
years (MY) were developed previously
(Lopez et al. 1997). A weighted average,
based on the number of base pairs used
for each gene, was used to obtain the com-
posite divergence rate of 1.15%/MY. A di-
vergence time was also estimated from Zfy
sequence data using a rate for felids of
0.11%/MY (Pecon-Slattery and O’Brien
1998). From this rate, the estimated time
to acquire one mutation, in the 350 bp of
intronic sequence, was approximately 2.5
MY.


Results
DNA was extracted and amplified by poly-
merase chain reaction (PCR) from a total


of 315 pumas, collected from throughout
their range (Figure 1A). The sequences of
three mitochondrial genes [382 bp of 16S
rRNA (16S), 191 bp of ATPase-8 (ATP8) and
318 bp of (ND5) NADH-5] were determined
from pumas using specific primers de-
signed from an alignment of available
mammalian mtDNA sequences (Lopez et
al. 1996). Sequence analysis revealed two
single nucleotide polymorphisms in the
16S gene, five in the ATP8 gene, and eight
in the ND5 gene (Table 1). All polymor-
phisms were transitions and 6 of 13 mu-
tations in protein coding genes were non-
synonymous. RNA secondary structure
estimated by FoldRNA (GCG, Version 8
1994) indicated that the two 16S rRNA var-
iants were noncompensatory.


SSCP assays (Orita et al. 1989a;b; Podul-
so et al. 1991) were developed (Table 1)


and used to screen pumas in Figure 1A.
The 15 polymorphic sites defined 14
mtDNA haplotypes (Tables 1 and 2, Figure
1B). All pumas north of Nicaragua (N �
186), except four from the Pacific North-
west, shared the M haplotype, including
historic museum specimens from two pos-
sibly extinct North American subspecies
(P. c. couguar and P. c. schorgeri). Three
haplotypes were present in Central Amer-
ican (C,F,M) pumas and 11 (A,B,D-L) were
found in South American pumas. Haplo-
types M and F had wide distributions
throughout North and South America, re-
spectively, while the other haplotypes
were geographically restricted (Table 2,
Figure 1B). Haplotype L was unique to mu-
seum samples, one from French Guyana
and a second from Brazil ( located at op-
posite sides of the Amazon River, Figure
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Figure 2. (A) Maximum parsimony topology of the 14 haplotypes from the combined 16S (382 bp), ATP8 (191
bp), and ND4 (318 bp) mitochondrial genes (Table 1). The single MP tree (CI � 0.882, total tree length � 17)
rooted with the NA clade is depicted. Trees derived from MP, NJ, and ML analyses had identical topologies.
Numbers above branches represent the number of steps/number of homoplasies. Numbers below branches are
bootstrap values (from 100 replicates) from NJ analysis/MP analysis; dashes indicate a bootstrap value of less
than 50%. The NJ analysis generated a single tree (ME � 0.0194). All nodes of the ML tree were significant (a
consensus of 100 trees, -ln likelihood � 1311.0909). Rooting by outgroup taxa of jaguarundi, cheetah, and Geoffroyi’s
cat was uninformative due to prohibitively large interspecific genetic distances (0.09–0.12) relative to intraspecific
values. Thus trees are unrooted but the arrow indicates position of the midpoint. (B) Minimum spanning network
of the 14 mitochondrial haplotypes (Table 1), consisting of 16S, ATP8, and ND5 genes using MINSPNET (Orita et
al. 1989a) and the number of individuals with each haplotype. Cross marks on branches define the number of
substitutions between connected haplotypes. A hypothetical ancestor (?) likely connects I, C, and H as indicated.


1B). Overall mtDNA diversity among all
haplotypes (�) was 0.318%.


The phylogenetic relationship among
the 14 mtDNA haplotypes was examined
using maximum parsimony (MP), mini-
mum evolution (ME), and maximum like-
lihood (ML) algorithms. Each method
produced an identical topology which is
illustrated by a maximum parsimony tree
( Figure 2A). Beyond continental distinc-
tions (M,N versus others; bootstrap pro-
portion 85% MP, 97% NJ) there was little
mtDNA defined phylogeographic struc-
ture among populations from different re-
gions of the continents. The average
amount of mtDNA sequence differences
among haplotypes was low among all pu-
mas: 0.1–0.9% as compared to 9.0–11.0%
between homologous segments from the
cat species listed in Table 1 ( http://lgd.
nci.nih.gov).


To explore the ancestry of these haplo-
types, nucleotide differences among pu-
mas were compared to homologous resi-
dues from four outgroup species (cheetah,
jaguarundi, Geoffroy’s cat, and domestic
cat; Table 1). A nucleotide site polymor-
phism in pumas was considered ancestral
if at least three of four outgroup taxa
shared the same nucleotide. Using this cri-
terion, ancestral nucleotide states were in-
dicated at 12 of 15 variable sites. The two
haplotypes with the most ancestral states
(10 of 12), H and I (Table 1), were restrict-
ed to Brazil and Paraguay (Figure 1B). The
minimum spanning network (Figure 2B)
indicates that all haplotypes are one to
four mutational steps from the ancestral
central H and F haplotypes.


The mammalian Zfx and Zfy genes on
the respective X and Y chromosomes in-
clude introns that have been shown to be
powerful nuclear indicators of phylogenet-
ic divergence in cats and other species
(Bianchi et al. 1992; Pecon-Slattery and
O’Brien 1998; Shimmin et al. 1993). DNA
sequence of the more rapidly evolving Zfy
intron was determined in 14 puma speci-
mens selected from a wide geographic dis-
tribution. Among seven North American
and seven South American male pumas,
no DNA sequence variation was observed
in a 350 bp region of the intron.


In contrast to limited variation in
mtDNA coding genes and Y chromosome
Zfy intron sequences, appreciable allelic
diversity was apparent in a genotypic
screen of 10 unlinked nuclear microsatel-
lite loci. Ten loci selected from a group of
253 markers that have been isolated from
and mapped in domestic cat were typed
in 277 pumas (258 contemporary and 19
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Table 3. Measures of genetic variation across 10 microsatellite loci and mtDNA gene segments, in pumas grouped by phylogeographic group


Continent or group


Number
of individual
mtDNA/
�sat


mtDNA


Haplotype � (
102)


Microsatellites


Average
Ho(SE)a %


Total
number
of alleles


Number
of
unique
alleles


Average
number
of alleles
per locus
(SE)


Average
variance


Average
range


Maximum
range


Puma concolor
North America-NA (15 subsp)
Central America-CA (1 subsp)
South America-SA


ESA (4 subsp)
NSA (5 subsp)
CSA (2 subsp)
SSA (4 subsp)


286/277
186/78
13/13
87/86
23/22
25/25
17/17
22/22


M
M
A
A
B


N
F


F
F
F
F


C
B
H
E


D


A–N


D–L
G


J
J


I K L
L


0.32
0.02
0.40
0.30
0.22
0.04
0.10
0.19


52 ( )b


42 (0.16)
63 (0.11)
71 (0.33)
71 (0.09)
75 (0.52)
75 (0.46)
64 (1.16)


121
64
54


110
86
91
67
60


—
5


12
41
5
5
1
1


12.1
6.4c


5.4
11.1
8.6
9.1
6.7
6.0


6.9
4.8c


11.1
9.3
8.0
8.2
9.6
8.3


12.5
9.8
8.4


10.8
9.3


10.0
9.2
8.6


21
18
20
21
19
19
21
20


NA, North America; CA, Central America; ESA, eastern South America; NSA, northern South America; CSA, central South America; SSA, southern South America, continent
(NA, North America; SA, South America), and species.


a Average observed percent heterozygosity across all loci and standard error.
b Significantly different from South American subspecies (P � .05).
c Significantly different from South American subspecies (P � .01).


Figure 3. Frequency distribution of alleles at 10 microsatellite loci among combined North American subspecies
(N � 186 individuals from 15 named subspecies, Figure 1A) and two combined phylogeographic groups: northern
South America (NSA) (N � 25 pumas) and eastern South America (ESA) (N � 22 pumas). These groups were
selected as a subset of all South American populations likely to reflect ancestral geographic region based on mtDNA
analysis (see text). Horizontal axis includes 2 bp (CA repeat) increments on either size of the most common allele
in the geographic population. Vertical axis is the count of number of alleles.


museum specimens). A summary of the
quantity and pattern of microsatellite var-
iability observed in each of 30 previously
named trinomial subspecies is presented
in Table 2. The results indicate that all
South American subspecies display appre-
ciable microsatellite diversity, with 90–
100% of loci polymorphic and an average
heterozygosity of 43–83%. Most North
American subspecies were also variable,
although four subspecies (P. c. coryi, P. c.
couguar, P. c. olympus, and P. c. vancouver-
ensis) showed reduced levels of microsat-
ellite variation compared to other North
American subspecies. This reduction may
reflect evidence for historic inbreeding as
has been reported for P. c. coryi (Roelke
et al. 1993), but could also result from


small sample size for these subspecies
which were represented by few (two to
six) individuals.


A comparison of both mtDNA and mi-
crosatellite allele variation revealed a
marked difference between pumas from
North versus South America (summarized
in Table 3). South American subspecies
displayed greater overall variation than
the North American population in several
measures including the number of mtDNA
haplotypes (11 versus 2, respectively);
mtDNA genetic diversity (� � 0.3 versus
0.02, respectively); number of microsatel-
lite alleles (110 versus 64, respectively);
number of unique or continent specific al-
leles (41 versus 5); average microsatellite
heterozygosity (71% versus 42%) (P �


.05); and average number of alleles per lo-
cus (11.1 versus 6.4) (P � .01). In addition,
the molecular size distribution or variance
in allele size for microsatellite loci (i.e.,
the average number of repeat motifs be-
tween alleles) differed appreciably be-
tween North (4.8) and South America (9.3)
(P � .01). The lower variance likely re-
flects the disjunct pattern of microsatellite
allele distribution of North American pu-
mas compared to a more continuous dis-
tribution among two South American lo-
cales illustrated in Figure 3. In North
American subspecies, one to three micro-
satellite alleles predominate for 7 of 10
loci and for these loci, a single allele oc-
curred at �40% frequency (all except FCA-
043, -082, -096) (Figure 3). By contrast,
South American populations’ allele size
class distributions were more continuous
in that no predominant alleles (�40%)
were present in any of the 10 loci.


The relationships among free-ranging
puma samples were examined in a phylo-
genetic analysis of composite microsatel-
lite genotypes of 262 individuals (Figure
4A,B). Minimum evolution topologies (es-
timated by the NJ algorithm) using two ge-
netic distance measures: percent allele
sharing, Dps, and mean kinship, Dkf, pre-
viously determined to be applicable for
closely related populations (Driscoll et al.
in preparation; Goldstein and Pollock
1997) clustered puma individuals from the
same geographic locales, although the sta-
tistical bootstrap support was low. Conti-
nental concordance had few exceptions,
although no phylogeographic structure
was apparent within North American (NA)
populations. With a few exceptions (20 of
262 genotypes), the genetic distance-
based trees indicate a consistent parti-
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Table 4. Population pairwise FST microsatellite estimates above the diagonal and mitochondrial genes
below the diagonal


NA CA ESA NSA CSA SSA


NA
CA
ESA
NSA
CSA
SSA


—
0.784*
0.815*
0.958*
0.935*
0.835*


0.110*
—
0.057
0.492*
0.233
0.240


0.103*
0.179*
—
0.384
0.177*
0.186*


0.059*
0.126*
0.031*
—
0.107*
0.526*


0.186*
0.126*
0.094*
0.077*
—
0.281*


0.367*
0.228*
0.330*
0.316*
0.172*
—


Below diagonal FST for the combined mitochondrial genes 16S (382 bp), ATP8 (191 bp), ND5 (318 bp), and Tajima–
Nei distance method (Tajima and Nei 1984) in the six groups, NA (North America), CA (Central America), ESA
(eastern South America), NSA (northern South America), CSA (central South America), and SSA (southern South
America).
Museum samples were excluded. To equalize sample size among groups, each North American subspecies was
limited to only three or fewer randomly chosen contemporary samples (n � 129).


* P � .0033 (after Bonferroni adjustment), based on 100 permutations.


tioning among South and Central Ameri-
can pumas, which correspond to five
geographic areas (Figures 1B and 4A,B):
southern South America (SSA) including
Chile and southwestern Argentina (Pata-
gonian/Andean region); eastern South
America (ESA) including Brazil (south of
Amazon River) and Paraguay; northern
South America (NSA) including Venezuela,
Ecuador, Bolivia, Guyana, and Colombia;
Central South America (CSA) including
northeast Argentina; and Central America
(CA) including Costa Rica, Panama, and
Nicaragua.


Phylogenetic analyses of individual ge-
notypes constrained in accordance with
previously named trinomial subspecies re-
inforced the phylogeographic conclusions
(Figure 4C,D). North American subspecies
clustered with strong bootstrap support
(73% Dkf and 60% Dps). Three subspecies
had unusually long branch lengths in the
Dkf tree (Figure 4d) due to a small sample
size (P. c. couguar, P. c. greeni, and P. c.
borbensis), while others with long branch
lengths proved to be homozygous at five
to eight loci (P. c. olympus, P. c. vancouver-
ensis, and P. c. coryi).


Population distinctiveness among the
six puma groups was examined by
Wright’s FST values for both mtDNA hap-
lotypes and for composite microsatellite
genotypes (Table 4). Significant differenc-
es were obtained for all pairwise group
comparisons with microsatellites and for
11 of 15 mtDNA comparisons. Similar sub-
division was affirmed by calculating M, mi-
grant number (Slatkin 1994), and AMOVA
analysis (Excoffier et al. 1992; Schneider
et al. 1997). The combined phylogeo-
graphic analyses of microsatellite geno-
types (Figure 4) and mtDNA coding gene
haplotypes (Figures 1B and 2) form the
basis for recognition of the six taxonomic
units or subspecies of modern pumas
(Figure 1B). Other geographic partitions


were used to test FST and M; however, the
six groups described here best explained
the observed genetic variation. Boundar-
ies between some of these groups were
somewhat arbitrary due to either incom-
plete sampling in the area or to slight dif-
ferences between results of the mtDNA
and microsatellite analyses. The CSA
group was recognized because individuals
from this area shared affinities with the
other South American groups, but could
not be readily assigned to either of these
groups. Boundaries of the CSA group were
defined as the region between Rio Negro
and Rio Paraná and included the P. c. ca-
brerae and P. c. hudsoni subspecies.


A summary of the distribution of mtDNA
and microsatellite variation among pumas
considered as a species, as continental
populations, and as the six phylogeo-
graphic groups is presented in Table 3.
The most diverse group based on mtDNA
haplotypes was ESA (7 haplotypes; � �
0.02), while NA had the fewest (2 haplo-
types; � � 0.22). For microsatellites the
groups with the highest diversity (ESA
and NSA) were central to the pumas range
and, of interest, were the focus of the most
ancestral mtDNA haplotypes, H and I (Fig-
ure 1B). Pumas from ESA or NSA had the
greatest number of alleles, the most
unique alleles, and the highest heterozy-
gosity (Table 3). A broad continuous dis-
tribution of allele size classes was found
among pumas from ESA and NSA (Figure
3), in contrast with other groups whose
allele sizes were largely a subset of the
ESA/NSA size classes.


When the six puma groups were exam-
ined phylogenetically using microsatellite
genotypes (Figure 4E), we observed
strong support for group definition, but
some inconsistency in the hierarchical re-
lationships among the groups, particularly
in South America. CA and NA clustered to-
gether (bootstrap � 98%; 100% for Dkf


and Dps, respectively) as did CSA and SSA
(bootstrap � 98% and 91% for Dkf and
DPs, respectively), but the relationship of
ESA and NSA differed depending on the ge-
netic distance measure employed (Figure
4E). Five of the groups (all except CSA)
had at least one unique population specif-
ic mtDNA haplotype (Table 3) and each
had a distinct frequency distribution of
mtDNA haplotype frequencies (Figure 1B).


Using previously calibrated divergence
rates for the combined three feline mtDNA
genes (Lopez et al. 1997)—the composite
mutation rate for this combined region of
mtDNA was estimated as 1.15%/MY. Using
this divergence rate, puma and jaguarundi
last shared a common ancestor 4.2 MYBP,
while extant puma lineages diverged ap-
proximately 390,000 years ago and North
American pumas shared a common ances-
tor less than 20,000 years ago. The Zfy in-
tronic sequence divergence rate in felids
has been estimated at one mutation every
2.5 MY (Pecon-Slattery and O’Brien 1998).
From this rate, extant puma lineages are
probably less than 2.5 MY old, since no
variation was detected among pumas in
our sample.


Discussion


Distinguished by a hemispheric distribu-
tion from the Arctic tundra of the north to
Patagonia in the south, pumas (P. conco-
lor) exhibit both broad and fine-scale pat-
terns of genetic differentiation. Concor-
dance between microsatellite and
mitochondrial DNA sequence variation re-
vealed an evolutionary history marked by
ancient ancestry and a period of recent
North American repopulation. Previous
classification into 32 subspecies (Neff
1983; Young and Goldman 1946) was not
affirmed; rather modern populations as-
sorted by molecular genetic criteria into
six broad phylogeographic regions (Figure
1B) with evidence of historic inbreeding in
a few isolated localities and admixture in
others.


The six regions (Figure 1B) were defined
based on phylogenetic partitions as indi-
cated by composite individual and popu-
lation genotypes at 10 unlinked feline mi-
crosatellite loci (Figure 4), by the
distribution and frequency of mtDNA hap-
lotypes of 15 polymorphic nucleotide sites
within three genes (16S, ATP8, ND5; Table
1) and by the pattern of diversity indicat-
ed by these loci. The puma groups roughly
correlate with geographic barriers that
could restrict migration and gene flow.
North American pumas (NA) are made up
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Figure 4. Continued. (E) ME-NJ tree using Dkf and Dps genetic distance among the six phylogeographic subspe-
cies defined by this study. Numbers on nodes are bootstrap percentages.


←


Figure 4. Phylogenetic relationships among 262 individual pumas constructed from 10 microsatellite loci. Unrooted NJ trees estimated using (A) proportion of shared
alleles, Dps; and (B) mean kinship, Dkf, genetic distances with a 1-ps transformation. Individuals, subspecies, or groups are color coded as indicated by geographic area
abbreviations defined in text, Figure 1B, and Table 3. Numbered taxa indicate exception to phylogeographic clusters and correspond to 1, Brazil (Pco-194); 2, Venezuela (Pco-
295); 3, Peru (Pco-409); 4, Panama (Pco-542); 5, Brazil (Pco-696); 6, Paraguay (Pco-699); 7, Paraguay (Pco-701); 8, Paraguay (Pco-714); 9, Guyana (Pco-856); 10, Ecuador (Pco-
867); 11, Chile (Pco-215); 12, Chile (Pco-212); 13, Belize (Pco-271); 14, Argentina (Pco-580); 15, Argentina (Pco-574); 16, Argentina (Pco-562). Numbers 16–29 on the Dps tree
(A) correspond to 17, Bolivia (Pco-707); 18, Mexico (Pco-757); 19, Argentina (Pco-566); 20, Argentina (Pco-564); 21, Brazil (Pco-195); 22, Brazil (Pco-196); 23, Costa Rica (Pco-
547); 24, Arizona (Pco-604); 25, Mexico (Pco-592); 26, Arizona (Pco-561); 27, Brazil (Pco-697); 28, Costa Rica (Pco-548); 29, Argentina (Pco-576). Numbers 16–35 on the Dkf
tree (5B) correspond to 17, Peru (Pco-406); 18, Peru (Pco-407); 19, Argentina (Pco-571); 20, Nicaragua (Pco-551); 21, Paraguay (Pco-710); 22, Argentina (Pco-565); 23, Chile
(Pco-597); 24, Costa Rica (Pco-545); 25, Nicaragua (Pco-554); 26, Nicaragua (Pco-549); 27, Nicaragua (Pco-550); 28, Mexico (Pco-593); 29, Argentina (Pco-576); 30, Argentina
(Pco-560); 31, Argentina (Pco-568); 32, Argentina (Pco-579); 33, Argentina (Pco-573); 34, Arizona (Pco-73); 35, Arizona (Pco-163). Exceptional individuals (11% of total) in some
cases can be explained by size homoplasy of microsatellite alleles, demonstrated to occur for some loci based on sequence analysis of 85 microsatellite homozygotes within
pumas (Culver et al., in preparation). (C) NJ-ME analysis using combined population genotypes based on Dps distance between the 29 named subspecies (Neff 1983; Young
and Goldman 1946) (Figure 1A). P. c. shorgeri and P. c. couguar were combined. Bootstraps values over 40% are indicated on divergence nodes. (D) NJ-ME analysis of combined
subspecies genotypes using the Dkf genetic distance as in (C).


of 15 previously named subspecies north
of Nicaragua. Central American pumas
(CA) inhabit mostly tropical rainforest.
Bounded by two major rivers, Rio Negro
and Rio Paraná, central South American
(CSA) pumas include two previously
named subspecies from the pampas de-
sert. Eastern South America (ESA) pumas
inhabit several biogeographic zones bor-
dered by the Amazon, Rio Paraná, and the
Paraguay rivers and include four previous
subspecies. Demarcated by the Amazon
and Paraguay rivers, the northern South
American (NSA) region includes six
named subspecies distributed across mul-
tiple habitat types. Southern South Amer-
ica (SSA) includes four subspecies of
puma from Patagonia and the diverse
mountainous habitats of Argentina and
Chile.


Patterns of mtDNA and microsatellite
variation revealed differences in relative


genetic diversity (Table 3) that can be in-
terpreted in the context of geography and
puma natural history. As ESA is the pop-
ulation distinguished by the most ances-
tral (Table 1) and central (Figure 2B)
mtDNA haplotypes, modern puma geno-
mic diversity likely traces its origin to
near or within the ESA locale. This infer-
ence is supported by the observation that
ESA has the highest number of mtDNA
haplotypes (n � 7), near maximal micro-
satellite diversity, and the broadest distri-
bution of allele size classes. In contrast,
NA had the lowest variation both in
mtDNA and in microsatellite measures. NA
pumas are predominately one mitochon-
drial haplotype (M) with an infrequent
second haplotype (N) restricted to the
Olympic peninsula. The entire NA puma
sample (n � 191) possessed less micro-
satellite diversity than any of the other
phylogeographic groups with nearly all al-


leles being a subset of those found in Cen-
tral and South America. Considered to-
gether, the reduction in mtDNA and
microsatellite variation is indicative of ei-
ther an historic founder effect or a popu-
lation bottleneck that effectively reduced
overall genomic diversity (Maruyama and
Fuerst 1985; Mayr 1970; Nei et al. 1975).


The date for the postulated bottleneck
in the history of North American pumas
was estimated by comparing the variance
in microsatellite allele to that in other
populations that have also experienced
historic demographic reductions (Driscoll
1998; Menotti-Raymond and O’Brien 1993;
O’Brien et al. 1985; O’Brien et al. 1987). Mi-
crosatellite allele variance is a measure of
the breadth of time-dependent mutational
expansion that microsatellites show in a
population (Driscoll 1998; Goldstein et al.
1995; Reich and Goldstein 1998). Because
allele variance takes longer for reconsti-
tution after a bottleneck than overall het-
erozygosity or allele number (Driscoll
1998; Goldstein et al. 1995; Goldstein and
Pollock 1997; Reich and Goldstein 1998) it
is a valuable chronometer for founder
events that are older than the period re-
quired for reconstitution of heterozygosi-
ty.


The average allele variance among the
entire North American population was 4.8,
compared to 8.2–11.1 for other puma sub-
species (Table 3). The observed NA allele
variance is equivalent to the restricted al-
lele variance observed in African cheetahs
(based on a larger screen of 88 microsat-
ellite loci) (Driscoll 1998), a species doc-
umented by several measures to have ex-
perienced a severe population bottleneck
around 10,000–12,000 years ago, near the
end of the Pleistocene (Menotti-Raymond
and O’Brien 1993; O’Brien et al. 1985;
O’Brien et al. 1987). If microsatellite allele
variance reconstitution following demo-
graphic homogenization occurred at the
same rate in cheetahs and pumas, the re-
sults imply that NA pumas are descended
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Table 5. Trinomial subspecies designation and diagnostic characters for the six phylogeographic groups


Group Subspecies (citation)a mtDNA sitesb


mtDNA
haplotypesc Microsatellite alleles Citation


NA
CA
ESA


NSA
CSA
SSA


P. c. couguar
P. c. costaricensis
P. c. capricornensis


P. c. concolor
P. c. cabrerae
P. c. puma


12908
8630


sites 3063, 12723,
and 12819


12834 and 12840
None
12809


N
C
A, H, G, I, K


B, E
None
D


FCA043-104; FCA082-252; FCA090-95, -122; FCA117-152
FCA082-236; FCA 166-223
FCA008-140, -146, -150, -164; FCA043-120


FCA008–162; FCA035-124; FCA043-142; FCA166-221; FCA249-251
FCA008-176
FCA249-239


Kerr 1792
Merriam 1901
Merriam 1901


Linneaus 1771
Pocock 1904
Molina 1782


a Citation for subspecies designation with the earliest description of those describing subspecies in the geographic locale.
b Sites listed relative to domestic cat mtDNA sequence (Lopez et al. 1996).
c See Table 1 for list of haplotypes, Table 3 for unique haplotypes.


from a founder event of approximately the
same age as the cheetah’s (i.e., �10,000
years ago). Since North American puma
fossils date to more than 300,000 years
ago (Kurten 1976; Savage and Russell
1983; Turner 1997), the interpretation
would suggest a recent replacement of
North American pumas by a small number
of ancestors of modern NA pumas. Toward
the end of the late Pleistocene, a massive
extinction event abruptly eliminated 80%
of large mammal species (N � 35–40 spe-
cies including cheetahs, lions, and saber-
toothed Smilodon) from North America
(Martin 1989; Martin and Wright 1967; Pie-
lou 1991). Perhaps NA pumas were elimi-
nated at about the same time by the same
event, followed by repopulation and dis-
persal of a handful of SA migrants who
had survived the cataclysm.


Despite apparent phylogenetic unique-
ness (Figure 4) and moderate FST distinc-
tiveness (Table 4), two phylogeographic
regions (CA and CSA) resemble hybrid
zones. CA pumas retain three mtDNA hap-
lotypes: the predominant North American
haplotype (M), the ubiquitous South
American haplotype (F), and a unique CA
haplotype (C) (Figure 1B). CA pumas ex-
hibit the largest average variance in micro-
satellite repeat number (11.1) among the
six phylogeographic zones. These pat-
terns suggest recent gene flow to CA from
both NA and NSA. The CSA group also
shares mtDNA haplotypes (J and F, Figure
1B) with neighboring subspecies plus phy-
logenetic affiliation of microsatellite geno-
types (Figure 4), observations consistent
with gene flow to CSA populations from
adjoining biogeographic regions.


Within modern North American pumas,
several smaller populations have unique
features (Table 2). The number of poly-
morphic microsatellite loci and amount of
genetic variation were lower in three sub-
species (P. c. coryi, P. c. vancouverensis,
and P. c. olympus). In contrast to outbred
puma populations in northern Yellow-


stone, southern Idaho, and the San Andres
Mountains, with 9–10 polymorphic micro-
satellite loci and heterozygosity values of
0.42–0.52 (Culver et al., in preparation),
populations on Vancouver Island, the
Olympic Peninsula, and Florida’s Big Cy-
press Swamp contain only 2–5 polymor-
phic microsatellite loci and heterozygosity
values from 0.05 to 0.31. The Florida pop-
ulation is highly inbred (eight fixed loci),
which is consistent with its demographic
history (Belden 1986; Maehr 1998; Roelke
et al. 1993). Museum samples from the
Florida population dating to the turn of
the 19th century show much higher het-
erozygosity levels (0.42 versus 0.05), vari-
ance in number of repeats (9.6 versus 0.3),
and range in number of repeats (4.8 ver-
sus 0.5), consistent with a 20th century re-
duction of genetic diversity in Florida pu-
mas (Table 2).


Conclusions


A molecular genetic analysis of mitochon-
drial and nuclear genomic variability
across intercontinental puma populations
has revealed consistent patterns that can
be interpreted in the context of demo-
graphic and migratory history. Six phylo-
geographic groups were resolved with no
evidence for additional within-group sub-
division. We detect little support for the
retention of 32 previously named subspe-
cies (Neff 1983; Young and Goldman 1946)
and suggest that subspecific taxonomy of
the puma be revised to designate six phy-
logeographic subspecies. This recommen-
dation is based on previous criteria (Avise
and Ball 1990; O’Brien and Mayr 1991)
which designate that subspecies share a
unique range, a group of phylogenetic con-
cordant characters, and a unique natural
history relative to other subdivision of the
species. We list in Table 5 the proposed
Latin trinomial names of the six subspe-
cies and the molecular genetic phenotypic
characters specific to each.


Until recently, one subspecies, P. c. coug-
uar—NA, occupied the entire North Amer-
ican continent. In spite of its wide distri-
bution, the subspecies shows markedly
reduced mtDNA and microsatellite vari-
ability relative to the southern subspecies.
Most likely modern North American pu-
mas descended from a founder event in-
volving a small number of individuals who
migrated ‘‘out of South America’’ approxi-
mately 10,000–12,000 years before the
present and subsequent to the abrupt
Pleistocene extinction of large North
American mammal species. The cause of
this near global extinction event is still un-
certain but may have eliminated not only
North American lions, cheetahs, and sa-
ber-toothed cats, but also the North Amer-
ican pumas (Martin 1989; Martin and
Wright 1967; Pielou 1991). Supplemental
tables can be inspected on the LGD web
site (http://www.lgd.nci.nih.gov).
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photographer(Lizard Wayne) made for Ben Wolfes memorial back around 2004 another picture Angie
Cove took of 2 panthers walking along Loop Road in the Middle of the Day and 2 pictures of a panther
Robert Cruz took from his truck on Tuner River road in the middle of the day  the photos show that 
panthers do not behave in the shy and elusive  as our DOI agencies claim  along with other
misinformation that has been pushed by the Panther recovery Folks and the rest of our agencies claim. 
There was a female panther 120 something that stayed South between the Pinecrest area of Loop Road
and the Crooked Culvert/the NPS’s Environmental center we stopped keeping track after she had her
17th kitten. Have pictures of her in Angie Coves front yard and 2 others walking down the street on Loop
Road middle of the day with people in the yard.
By 2004 we no longer had hogs, raccoons or rabbits coming through our yard, by 2006 the deer herd was
getting thinned out we used to have throughout the years a minimum of 4 or 5 sets of deer (3-6) per set
sometime more. The agencies continued to try and blame this herd decline on water but to us it was
obviously over predation too many panthers in the area.  2008 was the last year we saw deer in our yard
by this time there were only 4 does coming through 3 very pregnant ones usually after they fawned the
does that passed though would come back and my wife enjoyed seeing fawns and the yearlings as they
grew but from late 2008 and until we gave up the home on Loop Road the deer never came back. . Once
again too may Panthers in too small an area. Worse yet this Panther population increase due to a
disingenuous project claiming panthers as a separate sub-species thus denying any kind of common
sense Panther management.
During a discussion, I had with Deborah Jansen (NPS/ Panther Recovery Team member) while I was
walking along Loop Road back while we still had hogs. On that day, I had been sitting in my Tree stand
South of the Crooked Culvert and watched as a panther caught and released a hog just like a house cat
playing with a mouse until it died. The panther did not cover it up to come back for it later as the agencies
claim they do with kills it killed just for the fun. I told Ms. Jansen about it and she tried to deny I saw this
then finally used the excuse it must have been a young panther learning to hunt.  
I knew then that as usual the agencies had pushed this project through and were determined to continue
with misinformation on any project or long term agenda they could get funding for the heck with the
consequences intended or unintended. 
While groundtruthing trails in the Stairsteps South of the Loop, as we call the area, with the NPS 2010-
2012 I was disappointed at that in just a few years how all the deer and small game was nowhere to be
seen. The Big Cypress superintendent Pedro Ramos came along on one trip and in an entire day
airboating an area that pre-2001 would never see less than 3 or4 dozen deer and tons of wildlife saw just
1 lone doe. I can say same thing on all our groundtruthing trips. Joe Bozzo of the FWC had made up
some Trip forms for us to use to report deer sightings on I should have kept some copies but the few I
sent back in had either zero or very low numbers and due to the oppressive NPS management plan had a
tough time trying to get others to help.
The Endangered species act needs to be overhauled the Panther Recovery Team and our state and
federal agencies have known for years’ panthers were one and the same in all North America and the
damages between just the panther exceeding the carrying capacity and trying to save the CSSP have
turned the area into a literal dead zone in the areas our family have spent for generations’. As the panther
population continues to expand wildlife populations will decline and human conflict, injury or death is
inevitable with too many predators in limited habitat.  
The panthers in Florida are not a sub-species
Thank you for consideration of my Comments.
Eric Kimmel 17345 SW 296 ST Homestead FL 33030 email looprd@aol.com  ph 

mailto:looprd@aol.com


From: mkilker@verizon.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Support keeping florida panthers safe!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:33:05 PM

I agree with my congressperson Vernon Buchanan about florida panthers being kept safe and even
allowed to be more numerous.

Marie J. Kilker
825 Windsor Dr.
Sarasota, FL 34234

mailto:mkilker@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: James Coon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Support Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:16:38 PM

Hi David,

I am a property owner in Sarasota FL. And I support protecting Florida’s panthers. Please note that they need
protection!

Thank you

James Coon
5046 Blvd of the Roses
Sarasota, FL

mailto:jim@jimcoon.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Eileen Hill
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Support to uphold the Florida panther protected status
Date: Tuesday, August 8, 2017 12:05:11 PM

David,
 
I am sending this email to speak up for support of the Florida panther’s protected status.
 
The Endangered Species Act provides the protection that they desperately need and must not be
dismantled now.
 
Thank you,
Eileen Hill

mailto:e3hill@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kristopher Bracho
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Taking away barriers for pathers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 9:52:52 PM

Life works in certain ways such as, we are born , live some time , then we die. Lets say u were just a child and ur
mom let you roam into the road with cars going up to 70mph and you were accidently hit by one, how would you
think your mom feels or the person who ran you over. Well whats keeping them alive is that barrier and if you take
it off its instant death for them. We are like their parents we need to keep safe , wouldn't you imagine the guilt
people feel when they get run over. This email is to keep the barrier , where the panthers are safe from the cars and
dangers of thus world.

- Kristopher Bracho

mailto:kristopher_bracho@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Wanda Popika
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: THANK YOU FOR REGISTERING MY CONCERN THAT OUR FLORIDA PANTHER CONTINUE TO BE PROTECTED...
Date: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 10:25:04 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
Not only am I an animal lover but am also a very concerned American
about our ability to maintain as much biodiversity as possible on our little
planet.  It takes a large number of panthers to grow the gene pool; a large
number of all species to keep balance in the ecosystem.

You, the biologist representing us the citizens of Florida, know what to say
and do to protect our Florida fauna and flora. The panther is
representative of a past Florida we can only glimpse but which we can
appreciate for many reasons.

Please continue to do your best to speak up for all our wildlife but
especially our very special Florida panther. I thank you in advance, 

Wanda Beymer of Stuart

mailto:wpopika@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Robert Keim
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Conservation Status of the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:38:51 PM

I strongly ask the Fish and Wildlife Service to maintain the panther’s
“endangered” status – and redouble efforts to protect remaining habitat.
 
The panther’s small core habitat in southwest Florida, less than five
percent of its original range across most of the southeast United States,
continues to shrink and become more fragmented by the day.   Up to a
dozen new development projects in that core habitat – including oil
exploration across hundreds of thousands of acres, road expansions, new
power plant construction, and new subdivisions – are poised to destroy
or degrade massive amounts of some of the best upland habitats this
species has left.  And while the panther population may have recovered
from near-extinction in the mid-nineties when only 20 to 30 panthers
remained, the current estimate of 120 to 230 panthers is still a tiny
number.  With continued habitat loss and roadkill continuing to take
their toll, that population has almost certainly reached a peak.  42
panthers died in 2015 – a record – with 30 killed as a result of vehicle
collision.  That record was equaled in 2016, but with 32 cases of
roadkill.  With more growth, wider roads, and more cars on those roads,
this grim situation is not expected to improve.
Regulatory mechanisms which could slow this loss and degradation of
habitat also remain completely inadequate to the problem. Local county
governments, the Army Corps of Engineers, Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, Florida Department of Economic
Opportunity, South Florida Water Management District, the National
Park Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service itself continue to
approve nearly every application for new development which comes
before them.  One recent project now on the table, “Rural Lands West”
in eastern Collier County, would create a new 6,000-acre subdivision in
prime panther habitat adjacent to the Florida Panther National Wildlife
Refuge.
The Florida panther remains an isolated sub-species of the North

mailto:rbkeim@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


American cougar.  It has had little to no contact with puma populations
in the western United States for approximately 100 years – after habitat
loss, highway construction, and indiscriminate hunting wiped out those
connections.  The “eastern cougar” was declared extinct in its last 5-year
review conducted in 2011 – making the Florida panther the very last sub-
species and breeding population of cougars east of the Mississippi River. 
The Florida panther was chosen by Florida’s schoolchildren in 1982 as
our state animal and is also considered an important “keystone species”
(of vital importance to the ecosystem where it is found) and “umbrella
species” (protection of panther habitat protects numerous other plants
and animals – many also rare and endangered - which share its range).  It
is the name of South Florida’s hockey team and numerous school sports
teams around the state.
Recent scientific surveys of the Florida panther landscape (Kautz, et al,
2006, and Frakes, et al, 2015) have recommended no loss in either the
quality or quantity of the Florida panther’s remaining habitat in
southwest Florida - if the species is to have any chance of survival into
the future.  So far, that advice is not being heeded by any of the
responsible government agencies.
 
It’s time to tell the State of Florida and its local county governments that
NO MORE DEVELOPMENT is the blueprint for the future, and to urge
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to maintain full endangered species
status for the Florida panther, while considering the cumulative impacts
from the many development projects currently underway or under
review.   I also want to ask you to consider what these projects are doing
to the likelihood that the Florida panther will ever recover.  And I want
you to exercise your power as a regulatory agency of the United States
government – and to fulfill your duties under the Endangered Species Act
by protecting the Florida panther’s vital but rapidly shrinking habitat
from loss, degradation, and fragmentation.
 
Robert Keim
Brooksville, Florida
 





From: Laura Bohn
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The endangered list is their only protection
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 5:54:39 PM

Dear David,
Please have the long sighted vision to protect our demising resources from our ever
encroaching civilization.
We are already out of balance and loosing Florida to overdevelopment.
It is not about the economic growth only it is more importantly about the 
sustainable economical growth model.

Laura K. Bohn MAAT

Check out my paintings at
www.lauraknapikbohn.com

Check out upcoming painting and expressive arts classes at
http://creativewellartstudio.weebly.com

mailto:bohnlaura1@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.lauraknapikbohn.com/
http://creativewellartstudio.weebly.com/


From: Erin Cox
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The FL Panther is still endangered
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:40:32 PM

Here are four reasons why we must continue to classify the Florida Panther as endangered:

1.     The size and distribution of the Florida panther population is insufficient to downlist the
status of the subspecies to threatened.

2.   Vehicle collisions are a major threat to the Florida panther population.

3.   The effects of continued habitat loss and fragmentation are even more severe
than previously acknowledged.

4.   Research indicates that crowding due to habitat limitations may be reducing kitten survival
and placing a limit on population growth

-- 
Erin Cox
erin.englishteacher@gmail.com

mailto:erin.englishteacher@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:erin.englishteacher@gmail.com


From: perdek
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The FL panther"s "endangered" status
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:54:48 PM

Please maintain the Florida panther’s “endangered” status – and redouble efforts to protect
remaining habitat.
 
 
Best regards,
 
Paul J. Erdek
1228 Grandview Cr.
RPB, FL 33411
 

Virus-free. www.avast.com

mailto:perdek@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient&utm_term=icon
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient&utm_term=link


From: LAURA GREEN
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther must remain on the endangered species list.
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 6:00:11 PM

Protect the Florida Panther!  The Florida Panther belongs on the endangered species list to receive needed Federal
protection. 
Panthers are vulnerable to cars and loss of habitat.  Do not allow Florida Fish and Wildlife to allow the killing of
panthers under any circumstance.

Most sincerely,

Laura Green
320 56th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

mailto:greenlaura@mac.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Beatriz Miyar Consuegra
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida panther needs continued protection
Date: Thursday, August 17, 2017 2:02:02 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle and federal wildlife officials,
 
Please keep the Florida panther protected and under the endangered species
protection.
 
I hope you are aware that the Florida panther, a large charismatic umbrella species,
is the mascot for dozens of schools across the state and is loved by Floridians. It is
on the state’s 5th most popular license plate! 
 
As the agency in charge of protecting our environment and its flora and fauna, it is
extremely concerning and disappointing that over the past two decades, the wildlife
service has approved hundreds of development projects that would wipe out
thousands of acres of prime panther habitat.
 
I love living in Florida and want the environment to be treated with the utmost of care
and for a stop enforced on any further development that would continue to endanger
any and all wildlife.
 
Respectfully requested,
Dr. Beatriz Miyar Consuegra
Concerned citizen
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Beatriz Miyar Consuegra
Holistic Medicine Research and Consultant
 

mailto:fawnlily9@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sylvie Reichmann
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:51:36 AM

Hello David,

Thank you for taking our thoughts into account.  The Florida Panther is truly endangered, and
is an iconic and indigenous species here.  I am seeking the highest level of protection for these
animals and hope to see their numbers increased by the time my grand daughter can learn
about them (in a few years).  

My reasons for wanting the Florida Panther protected are not only academic or ecologically
sound.  Florida is a destination for many visitors and many Floridians' income depends on
them.  There are amusement parks all over the world, but there are not panthers, alligators,
manatees, the Everglades, the huge variety of birds, or many other natural treasures such as
ours, anywhere else.   Let's foster these treasures and be good stewards for the coming
generations.

Sylvie Reichmann
Bradenton, FL

mailto:sylviereich@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Susan Green
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:21:08 AM

I cannot believe that the Florida Panther is being considered for removal from the endangered
species list when there are only about 200 left in the state!

This is our state animal!  What (more) embarrassment can Florida endure if we lose this
precious symbol of our beautiful state?  We have to cope with enough as it is, given our
politicians!

Please do your part to protect our wildlife.  Floridians (the smart ones, anyway) CARE!!

Sincerely

Susan B. Green
Apollo Beach, FL 33572

mailto:sgreen6513@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: melanie valentine
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:45:53 PM

Please do not remove The Florida Panther from the endangered species list. 
Thank you 

mailto:valentinesway@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Angela De Cesare
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:44:52 PM

Please do not recommend the Florida panther be removed from the endangered list. I see no statistical evidence that
the species is safe, or has effectively propagated to allow for such action. As I am writing this near a deadline this
email plea, and I'm keeping it brief, however, my interests are vast. I had the honor of spotting a Florida panther in
1986 when there were fewer, and would like to know they are nurtured and will be flourishing in this natural
environment in the future, unaffected by mankind's expansion.

Thank you,
Angela Marie De Cesare

mailto:angelamariedecesare@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Richard Muller
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:38:49 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle;

I am writing in response to the cause of protecting the Florida Panther by keeping it on the 
endangered species list.  Far too many things have happened to our precious wildlife over the 
years, from over-hunting, to unsupervised culling to just plain monetary greed.

We do not need to see the same things happening here that have happened in Africa.  

All life is precious and the state’s symbolic animal should be among them!  The encroachment 
of people on their habitat is bad enough, so we must take steps to protect them from 
unwarranted killings.

I would appreciate seeing creatures in real danger elevated to the Status of “Endangered” 
rather than just
“Threatened”.  As a people we have a bad habit of doing the right thing one moment and then 
ignoring its continued status or protection the next.  It’s time to stand up for the animals who 
cannot speak for themselves.

Respectfully,  Richard E. Muller <rmuller43@icloud.com>

Please forward to: Greg Sheehan - Director, Florida Fish & Wildlife Service

mailto:rmuller2@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:rmuller43@icloud.com


From: Loretta Lea
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:12:42 PM
Importance: High

Dear Mr. Shindle:
 
I am writing to say that I believe very strongly that the Florida Panther should be protected
under the Endangered Species Act.
 
The overgrowth in the population in Florida has caused this beautiful and necessary
creature to come to near extinction and I think it is unconscionable.
 
PLEASE count me in as one that feels this animal MUST be protected.
 
Sincerely,
 
Loretta Lea
Phone 
Cell 
In God We Trust
 

mailto:lorettatlea@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Anneke Andries
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 1:34:00 PM

David Shindle, South Florida ES Field Office, US 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

Sir:

Please support continued endangered species protections for the few remaining majestic
Florida panthers, with an endangered species listing under the Endangered Species Act;
increase protection please! 

Thank you
 
Sincerely:   Anna Brewer, Tina Beurtels; John Summers; Henry T.; Vickey Osborn;  Teddy
Miller   Texas
 Amanda Fields; Jurgen Sorens; Rita Suffolk; Mary Dalton; Joseph Pritchard; Kimberley Fields;
Simon Sears; Beverly Woods; Anita Brewer; Daniel Russel; Petra Stafford; Kim Wright; Daphne
Harlington, New Mexico; Kathy Stafford, Joan Butterfield, Kenneth Lawson, Myrthe Low, Diane
Bremer, US

mailto:annekea1@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Monica Coyne
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:59:46 AM

Dear Mr Shindle,

Hello, I am writing to you concerning the de-listing of the Florida Panther from the endangered species act.
I am sure that you are aware that we are in the middle of a time of mass extinction. We need to do all that we can to
prevent the extinction of more species. Not to mention the fact  that having concern for our large predators and their
habitat is good for us. It may hinder the expansion and profit of certain parties but in the big picture it is healthy for
us all.

Please do not de-list the Florida Panther.
Thank you,
Monica Coyne

mailto:monicoyne@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Dutch DeCarvalho
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:10:15 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

My name is Dutch deCarvalho and I am writing today in support of the Florida Panther and
asking that you please keep the Florida Panther on the Endangered Species List. Currently,
there are only an estimated 230 Florida Panthers - this number is abysmal and taking the
panther off of the endangered list would decrease the number of panthers and the protection it
receives. I hope that you will work to keep the Florida Panther on the endangered list so that
future generations can experience the beauty of the Florida Panther and so its existence is not
threatened.

Thank You.

Dutch deCarvalho
81 Utica St.
Brockport, NY 14420

-- 
Dutch de Carvalho
Secretary, Student Dance Organization
BFA Dance & BS Health Science Candidate
Ph: 

mailto:ddeca2@u.brockport.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Carlos Altamirano
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 2:35:02 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

I would like to express the way I feel about the Florida panther being endangered or
threatened. I believe they should be under the endangered because there are only about 220 in
Florida. That is not enough and their protection should stay the same or increase. The
population has been on a rise and it should stay like that. Destroying their homes will put that
idea to the garbage. Please take this into consideration and make the right choice.

Sincerely,

Carlos Altamirano

mailto:carlos120023@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Constance Ruppender
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 9:32:08 AM

Dear Sir,

I have been here since 1975 and remember how critical the Panther's numbers were in the
1990s. A Nature Nut my entire life, I have educated myself about and supported protections
for this native wild cat. They need ALL the protection we can give them, now and for many
years to come. 

Panthers are left with less than 5 percent of the territory they used to claim in Florida,
according to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Their need for
breeding and feeding space clashes with developers’ — and homebuyers’ — hunger for
Florida real estate. It is up to you to weigh the value of the Natural World to the value of
saleable real estate and draw the necessary lines that will give the Florida Panther a future.
Or, not.

I am opposed to any change in the Florida Panther's status as an Endangered Species. If
anything, we should do more to help their recovery. After all, we're the ones that messed
things up around here.

Constance Ruppender 
308 NE 20th Street 
Wilton Manors FL 33305

mailto:poetc7@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Shane McElroy
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 19, 2017 10:00:07 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I am writing you to let you know that I want the Florida Panther kept on the endangered
species list. I'm a native and a lifelong support of ecological and environmental awareness, so
no one need explain the place that the Florida panther has in our state's dwindling, relatively
wild areas. There are many related issues, regarding growth in Florida, everything that is
wrong with the horizontal spread and out of control population growth, though this is my
message to you at this point.

Sincerely, 
Shane McElroy

mailto:stkmce@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jacquelyn Lewis
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 17, 2017 9:09:34 PM

Greetings Mr. Shindle,

It is with great joy that I write this communique in support of saving the beautiful Florida Panther.

I thank you for the opportunity to add my input.

As you know, there is no “coming back” from extinction. We have an opportunity now to prevent that from 
happening.
You, are charged with the task of gathering, preparing and then presenting information about this issue. It’s 
a very serious issue and I am grateful that you are on board and engaged in this process.

Please, consider this my written request to save the Florida Panther.

Thank you for your time and consideration regarding this matter.

Jacquelyn Lewis
100 Fallen Timber Trail
DeLand, FL 32724
386/

mailto:jacquelyn.lewis@att.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: funkiepurr@gmail.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 12:41:42 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I urge you and FWS to keep the current protections for the Florida Panther in place. These are
strikingly intelligent, emotional, beautiful creatures who play a vital role in Florida's
ecosystem.  Let's continue to be a society that protects these incredible animals, as we share
the land with them.

Kind regards,

Jennifer Funkhouser
5246 Hampton Beach Pl
Tampa, FL 33609

mailto:JenniferFunkhouser@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: KATHY MEHL
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 6, 2017 1:48:26 PM

Dear Sir:

Please continue, or increase, the protected status of the Florida panther, a part of our valuable
Florida wildlife.

Sincerely,

Kathy H. Mehl & Roger S. Gilbert, Jr., Ocala, FL

mailto:sunney22@cox.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: George Moran
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Wednesday, August 2, 2017 3:17:33 PM

Please, I value Florida’s wild heritage and I want our panthers protected. 
Thank You,
George Moran
wadebandit@aol.com

mailto:wadebandit@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:wadebandit@aol.com




From: Gary Usinger
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther...
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 10:49:37 PM

To Whom It May Concern:

It is my understanding that persons at this email address could potentially have
something to do with the possible downgrading or even the elimination of the protected status
of the Florida panther...  with the result that Florida panthers might even become "fair" game.

I am a Floridian of 38 years' standing, and I am writing to share with you my opinion that
allowing this change to take place would be most unwise, most unfortunate, and above all,
most un-American.

I trust that you will take my comments (and those of like-minded persons who have contacted
you) under advisement while you work at making the right decision: Leave the protections for
the Florida panther in place!

I thank you for your time.

Gary Usinger
1290 Punta Gorda Circle
Winter Springs, FL  32708

mailto:eggusinger@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: JHSSRQ@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov; Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 12:13:58 PM

Please see that the Florida Panther, our state animal,
remains protected under the Endangered Species Act.

mailto:JHSSRQ@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov


From: Bryan Lopez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther?
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 7:56:54 AM

Hello David,

My name is Bryan Lopez, I am a 19 year old Florida Resident and I have heard about the possible delisting of the
Florida Panther. I was told that this is who I was to email concerning this topic. I must be honest, I am not a huge
animal rights activist or anything like that, but hearing this news is very upsetting and I felt the need to do something
about it. Certainly the delisting of the Florida Panther would mean eventual extinction, isn't that something that we
should care about? Isn't the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission supposed to be the ones that would help the
Florida Panther stay alive? Instead they are making it okay "take" panthers that encroach on human territory? I want
to get my word in, in the hopes that if enough people say something then this can be stopped. The Florida Panther is
our states animal, we solely made them go from a large population to now a dying population. We got rid of there
Habitat, our residents kill them whether it be by cars or I'm sure they used to be hunted as well. Since there numbers
are so low because of us, I say it's our responsibility to help them now so they don't go into extinction. Please, don't
let it be your fault that our next generations won't be able to see what a Florida Panther is. Thank you for taking this
time to read this email, I pray you make the right decisions.

Thank you,
Bryan Lopez

mailto:blopez4860@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Morgan Stein
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:16:05 PM

Dear David,
I heard that people are trying to lower panthers from the endangered species list. I want to let you know that I think
that the panthers should be on the highest level of endangered species list. There's only 250 left in Florida and I hope
that you can help keep them safe and on the lists. 

Sincerely,
Morgan Stein

mailto:mgs315@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Daryl Mullee
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Florida Panther"s Status as and Endangered Species
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:45:38 PM

Dear David:
 Please keep the Florida Panther on the Endangered Species list.
 In my opinion, the Florida Panther is the poster child for the success of
recovery of a species that has been nearly completely wiped out,
and now, slowly, is growing in numbers.

 The Florida Panther has many obstacles in the way of its
continuing growth, and, one of these should not  be generated
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife, by decreasing its status from
endangered to merely threatened.    

 Please do your job, by protecting the Florida panther to
the utmost of your ability.

Thank you for your time, and consideration in this very important matter.

          Sincerely, Daryl Mullee

mailto:mulleedaryl@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Fernalee Martinez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 2:59:20 PM

I think that the panthers she have there own little area for them so they have to leave por walk
out so that way they dont get hurt . so please try to make that happen i dont want them to get
hurt !?

mailto:fernaleebrito2000@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Julie Mallisturner
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Future of the Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 10:04:30 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I know the status of the panther's need for protection is being reviewed.  I see so many of our
species becoming extinct due to human activities.  I so hope this isn't what happens to the
Florida Panther as our state continues to become more populated and overdeveloped.  It is the
natural beauty and variety of animals that drew me here to Florida.  I understand that the
demise of panthers through road accidents continues to increase.  More than ever the Panther
needs our protection.  Florida is a large state.  Does every inch of have to be developed?  I
believe conservation of the rare Panther should take priority.  Please keep the Panther on the
endangered list.  

Sincerely,
Julie MallisTurner 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

mailto:mallisturner@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://yho.com/footer0


From: Gail Hermosilla
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: the glorious panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:51:05 AM

Dear Sir,
   I have had the privilege to see a Florida panther in the wild only once in
my lifetime.  It was an unforgettable experience.  My sincere wish is that
the panthers will still be there for my grandchildren to enjoy and cherish.

respectfully submitted,
Gail Hermosilla
22100 Cinnamon Lane, unit 105, Estero, FL 33928

  
Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.  Martin Luther King, Jr.

mailto:gailhermosilla@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Magaly Tamargo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: THE PANTHER IN FLORIDA
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 6:57:07 PM

 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
PLEASE DO NOT DOWN LIST THE FLORIDA PANTHER  SINCE WE ARE NOT OBTAINING FOR
PERSERVATION LAND (as per amendment. 1) and the state population seems to be recklessly
growing at such a fast pace . the idea that one good storm along with the car death toll, will surly
bring this small population of this great cat so close to the brink of termination, that it will be almost
impossible to get a genetically strong species.

mailto:tamargo.magaly@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Alex Collado
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The panther problem
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:17:43 PM

I feel as if we should have very strict laws on the protection of the panthers down here in Florida, we take their land
to begin with but also to kill and murder with no regard on the species that was here before is just savage. We as
humans have the intellect to stop such treacherous actions of taking place. We should care about nature because at
the end of the day it's the reason why we are here.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:alex_mvp@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: John Ramsay
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:48:58 PM

Mr. Shindle,
This is a request to keep the Florida State Animal, The Panther, on the endangered species
list.  I think it should remain on the list whether it is the state animal or not. It is a beautiful
animal and I would hate us to lose this treasure from the wild.
Thank you in advance for heeding this request.
Sincerely,
John Ramsay, Sarasota, FL
 

mailto:johnramsay@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Aiden Cardenas
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The status of the Florida Panther- Aiden Cardenas
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:03:23 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle, the Florida Panther should remain endangered for the protection of the species. The Florida
panthers have little over 200 remaining in the wild and even with such a low number count, they are in the process
of potentially moving to threatened allowing for farmers and land owners to expand onto their territory, in the
process removing their territory. The animals are extremely territorial and removing a small amount of territory can
be detrimental since they will fight amongst themselves for land and will have to travel through urban areas to
breed. In 2014, the number of Florida Panther roadkill exceeded the number of panthers born that year, urbanization
is a direct cause for the near extinction of the Florida panther and would like to ask the FWC to please keep the
Florida Panthers endangered until the population bounces back.

mailto:ajcard02@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Martin Granec
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: The status of the Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:27:13 AM

Get Outlook for Android

Good morning sir,

I am contacting you because I would like you to keep our Florida Panther on the
endangered species list.  The animal genome has not recovered to the state that it, without
protective measures, will not be lost.

I am not one to preach to people but it is my faith that God gave the creatures of the earth
to man to care for making it our responsibility to ensure the survival of this species as it is
our responsibility for all the species of animals of the world.

I can not answer for the many species that have been lost before custody was entrusted to
me but I am accountable while I am on this earth to protect all that I can.  I am not saying all
animals must not die.  I am not a vegian.  I am saying God gave me a responsibility to
partake in the management of the different the species of animals on earth.

The Florida Panther is a species that has been devastated by our presence.  I feel it is our
responsibility to help restore the species to a healthy population.  We can only do this with
further protection of the species. 

I would like to thank you for your time and consideration on this matter!

Martin Granec

mailto:mgranec@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://aka.ms/ghei36


From: Jewel McKeon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: There is no restoring the loss of a species. We, the inhabitants of planet Earth, are the caretakers of preserving

all that lives here. Please stop big industry from destroying the Florda Panthers habitat for survival
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 5:53:26 PM

mailto:jewel@p3-agency.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gabi Eguiluz
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: There"s not much time left to weigh in on the possible delisting of the Florida panther
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 8:47:58 PM

Good Afternoon - My name is Gabi Eguiluz 

I have been keeping up on the issue of the federal government relaxing it's protection
of the Florida Panther. If this happens, the Florida Panther will for sure be doomed to
extinction. 
I'm Peruvian and the news has arrived in my country. The Natural Heritage ie Flora &
Fauna decrease in size and numbers due to unchecked development and wreckless
ranching & farming practises. Big Cats like the Florida Panther need lots of room to
keep their species going; they can't be contained, protected or expected to increase
in numbers in small parks or preserves where interactions and altercations with
humans is inevitable. Please take into serious considerations the e-mails you are
getting concerning keeping in place the strict regulations protecting this Magnificant
Big Cat and Part of Florida's Wild Heritage. 

Regards

Gabi Eguiluz
DNI: 09437129

Libre de virus. www.avast.com
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From: Loretta Lehman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Tourism and Why Florida Panthers Need Maximum Protection
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:05:48 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

We are nature lovers. Where ever we travel around the world we seek out wildlife and the beauty of the natural
world. Others may travel to Florida for DisneyWorld but there are many like us who value photography or bird
watching or other wildlife spotting. Panthers are facing many obstacles today and need every help possible for them
to succeed. They represent the best of what is left. Let's give them a helping hand.

Thank you.
Loretta Lehman
Duncannon, PA

Sent from my iPad

mailto:lllehman@rocketmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: fawnandneil@comcast.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: URGENT!! Please DO NOT DE-LIST our Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 12:48:44 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I am begging you to not de-list our Florida panthers. Think about the image it will have
to allow the annihilation of the few panthers we have left in Florida. If you do nothing
and let things stay as they are, chances are the panthers won't be here much longer
anyway.  I believe they are too far gone to come back to any level to support a
complete de-listing.  With so few left, the rapid development of this state decreasing
their habitat, and so much road kill, it won't be long for their demise.  It would look
better for you to do the right thing now and not de-list as there is no valid reason to do
so other than appear you are not pro wildlife but instead are very much pro
development.  FWS is there to conserve, preserve and defend wildlife for future
generations. When our children and grandchildren look back and ask what happened
to the Florida state mammal (the panther) that they chose to represent the whole
state of Florida, what will your answer be?  Will it be that our FWC and FWS decided
not only to give up on them but to encourage the utter slaughter of them at the whim
of developers and money?  Surely this is unacceptable and a black eye on the very
organization entrusted to protect them!

Please consider very carefully the serious impact this decision will have and the
precedent it will set going forward for other species protected from extinction.  To
open up killing them as incidental kill will be hard to prove once the animal is shot
dead and reduces their numbers even further.  

Do you want to seal the fate of our Florida State Mammal by de-listing and allowing
incidental kill of the few that are left? Or, do you want to make the ethical and moral
decision to preserve and protect a species in dire straights? Which is what you and
FWS was entrusted to do.

Thank you for your consideration and I pray that you make the best decision for our
panthers,

Fawn Robin Avant (my real name)
2033 Bonnie Oaks Dr.
Amelia Island, Florida 32034

mailto:fawnandneil@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Rebecca Eagan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: USFWS: DO NOT down-list Puma concolor coryi!!!
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 10:48:12 AM
Importance: High

Dear Mr. Shindle:
 
Below is the text from my recent commentary published in two major Florida
newspapers on keeping intact endangered status protections for the Florida panther:
 
 
 
      “Protege los depredadores, ellos equilibrant la Naturaleza”--Protect the predators, they
balance Nature-- reads a highway billboard in Belize, with a large photo of a jaguar.
Can you imagine such government signs in Florida? One can’t hunt top predators in
Belize. Meanwhile, here, with only about 200 panthers left in the wild and roadkills
each year, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is mulling whether to down- or de-list
severely endangered Puma concolor coryi and/or potentially let hunters shoot them.
       Some trophy seekers, ranchers and developers loathe the panther’s “endangered”
status, because running free and unmolested in the flatwoods and swamps, it thwarts
their plans.  So such factions push to de-list (and devalue) our state icon---among the
world’s rarest cats. Such powerful and vocal niche groups should not rule panther
policy or ESA*-enforced designation.  Nor should purely taxonomic debate---which
drones constantly between experts over many species. (A new tactic by the delisting
lobby is to deride the “out-breeding” of native panthers to Texas cougars some years
ago which helped correct genetic defects among the core south Florida population.)
        Pumas were erased from the east long ago---save for Florida’s isolated
subspecies.  Over time, regardless of DNA haggling, P.c.coryi has adapted within our
peculiar landscapes, climate and ecology as apex predator, and is not a Rockies
cougar. Generally, our panthers are slighter, shyer and the skull differs. No human on
record has ever been killed by a Florida panther. Meanwhile panthers die each year
on our roads lacking ecopassages, and legislators refuse to fund Florida Forever as
mandated by the people of Florida, for precisely the migration corridors and habitat
panthers need.
       De-listing would push our big cats toward extinction and rob our natural web of
its golden-eyed king.
       According to the Tampa Bay Times, Even the geneticist who claimed Puma

mailto:reagan@cfl.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


concolor lumps all pumas together opposes panther down-list due to its remnant
status as the only puma group left in the eastern U.S.  USFWS can list as endangered
or threatened species groups grossly isolated from others of their kind (e.g, the
gopher tortoise in Mississippi).  Endangerment is real, no matter how an organism is
classified.
        So, as USFWS reviews the panther’s status, we must rebut efforts to diminish its
stature and rarity by down- or de-listing. The required count minimum to achieve
“recovery”---3 distinct populations of 240 adults---isn’t remotely in reach, or likely to
be.  Maximum protections for our beloved state mammal must stick.
       Our own special “swamp cat” deserves pride and help, not the persecution
ousting and trophy hunts would inflict in this fragmented, expressway-laced state.  If
the panther goes, it is on human conscience and an indictment of officials’ shoddy
policy on both state and federal levels.
     
     May that scream on a dark Florida night never die.
 
 
(*Endangered Species Act)
 
 
 
In summary, Mr. Shindle, it is imperative that FWS, in its honest review of Puma
concolor coryi’s imperiled status, find the Florida panther ineligible for down-listing
or any “relaxation” of protections, even to please vocal pro-down-list factions.
 
Thank you for your kind consideration of these comments and for exercising utmost
care in assessing the cumulative science supporting panthers’ continued federally
Endangered status. At 200+ bashful pumas in a sea of 20 million+ humans, Florida is
hardly “overrun” by ferocious felines.
 
 
Very Best Regards,
 
 
Rebecca Eagan
 



 
1311 Palmer Ave.
Winter Park, FL  32789
 

 
Reagan@cfl.rr.com
 
 

mailto:Reagan@cfl.rr.com


From: Joy Isabella Reid
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Wanting Florida Panthers to do not go the way of the Dodo
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:18:35 AM

I want the Florida Panther to stay on the endangered species list.
The photos daily of big cats in the USA on new housing developments porches, lawns, decks
might be cute, but maybe the humans could get squished up together a bit more and not rob
God's creatures to lose habitat and lose one more species. 
The arguement over the genetics seems specious and only an attempt to allow more
development. I am speaking for the animals who have no voice in human affairs; only to adapt
or die.
Joy Reid
Minneapolis, MN

mailto:joyisabellareid@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Alexa Carson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: We Care About the Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:53:52 PM

David,

I am writing to you to beg you to not delist the Florida Panther. Their numbers are too low,
their habitat has not been significantly improved and is very  disconnected, and they are too
important to the Florida ecosystem to just throw away. How can we call them a symbol of the
state if you don't work to protect and preserve them? Please keep the Florida panther on the
endangered species list. 
-- 
Alexa Carson

alexacarson.com

mailto:alexa@alexacarson.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
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From: massagemps@gmail.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: We must protect Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:17:20 PM

Dear David,
Several years ago living on the inter coastal waterway in Venice Florida allowed us to live close to the Panthers.
They roam in families if 3 mama, papa and younger teenager. They are very strong, but need protection as the
Everglades have run out most of its inhabitants because of the invasive Python and other large Snake populations.
Another species of large cat which needs protected is the Florida Lynx. He is so unusually beautiful strong and what
a personality! Both Panther and Lynx need our help as people in The southern states and their large invasive snakes
have taken over there natural homes.
Please help the wildlife in Florida.
Susan Staten

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:massagemps@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jane GP
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: We urge FWS to keep FL Panthers Protected as an Endangered Species
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 1:29:28 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

Although we hear speculations of the FL panther population increasing, according to FL Fish &
Wildlife's own website* only panther death tolls have risen in record numbers recently.   So
how can it be?

2016 shows 42 dead and only 14 births...
2015 shows 42 dead and only 15 births...
Then factor in the ever increasing natural habitat destruction now taking place in Florida by
thousands of acres.

So how can that add up to any factual increase in panther population, much less sustainability,
when more then double are being found dead then born?

Doesn't it seem more likely their habitat and natural prey are being encroached and destroyed
more then ever, forcing them out into sight, traffic and areas they would rather not be?
Especially since the overwhelming majority of panther deaths are due to being hit by vehicles.

Maybe those speculations about growing panther populations, fear mongering or disputing
the uniqueness of their DNA come from vested interests of profiting from land sales and
hunting plans?

Really seems panthers need more protection, not less.

As this data supports, We urge FWS to keep FL Panthers a protected, Endangered Species and
protect more of their natural habitat.  It just makes sense for preserving what's left of our
natural balance. 

Thank you for reading.
Ms. & Mr. Poole
Naples, FL

*Data Source:
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/managed/panther/pulse/

The Panther Pulse

mailto:vimana5@hotmail.com
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myfwc.com

Date Handled Mother Father Age of Litter # Males # Females Kitten IDs Location; 5:
6/22/2017: FP220: Unknown: 12 days: 2: 2: K477, K478, K479, K480: Big Cypress ...



From: Ivette Espinoza
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: What I think about panther protection.
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 8:35:42 PM

I read an article at school based on Florida panther and there protection. I honestly think that we should protect the
panthers even more than what they are now how is it possible that 81 panthers were killed and 61 were born? That's
no good at all and we should obtain the protection that they need so they won't go extinct.
       -Ivette Espinoza

mailto:ivetteespinoza54@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jayssie Morales
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Why should innocent animals die for us?
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:36:23 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle

I am a sophomore at hialeah gardens high school and i am a part of our L.O.A club (love of
annimals) and I believe that it is wrong for yoy or construction builders want to de-populate
the innocent panthers in this beautiful state of Florida. This isn't the America that our founding
fathers would like to see at their grave they would want to see justice and greatness and killing
off these beautiful creatures is cruelty. I believe in letting them become stronger and allowing
them to re-populate.

With regards,
Jayssie Morales

mailto:JayssieMorales@LIVE.COM
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Wasker diaz
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Wildlife panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 9:34:16 PM

Hello i was asked to express my opinion about wildlife panthers and their reduction in
protection. Panthers protection has been changed in a negative way and for what? There may
not be any panthers to save if we do this action. If anything the protection should rise because
there is only a certain number of panthers in the world. If you please there are about 200
wildlife panthers/cougars and it would be a good idea if they never go extinct.

mailto:oscalin06@gmail.com
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From: Ursula Wiet
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Wildlife
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:23:15 AM

Please keep the Florida panther on the protected list.

Thank you

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:uwiet@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Karen J McKenzie-Higham
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Wildlife
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:54:33 AM

It seems ludicrous to me to even have to write this note to you. It's a no brainer. YES, protect the wildlife.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:kbmchigham@aol.com
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From: R Ross Gipple
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: WILDNESS AND DOMESTICATION
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 2:30:41 PM

The panther is a symbol of wildness. Our species is the great domesticator. Through the
process of attempting to domesticate all that lies around us we have become domesticated and
enslaved ourselves. Only by learning to trust wildness can humans be liberated from the fear-
based need to subdue and dominate. In wildness lies the secret of being self-reliant,
spontaneous, self-willed, self-regulating, authentic, and free.  Much of the world is now
dumbed down and dependent. Humanity is out of control in terms of consumption, conflict,
and environmental degradation. Too many of us are self-centered, short-sighted, and self-
righteous. Our future, if we can still have one, depends on learning to understand, appreciate,
and trust wildness. We must find our own place and, at the same time, find a place for the
panther. 

R Ross Gipple

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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From: Sarah Shaw
To: David_Shindle@fws.gov
Subject: With concern for the Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 12:08:25 PM

Mr. Shindle,

I have heard the recent reports concerning the delisting of the Florida Panther and, as a Florida resident, I must
object to it for the short-term. I support our current protections for the Florida Panther and, as you know, apex
predators are extremely important for a healthy ecosystem. Considering a reclassification now is directly against
past goals of recovery set by your agency. Currently, "the updated population estimate is 120 to 230 adult and
subadult Florida panthers, according to a February 2017 report from the agencies collaborating on conservation and
recovery efforts" (Florida FWC). While this is a great rebound, these numbers remain too low for delisting and
merits continued protection as an endangered species--we are just not quite ready yet but so close. Just in the past
three years the population has reached closer to more stable numbers. Should the recovery continue, in three more
years, the population could be at a more satisfactory level for reclassification. At this time, there is too much that
could go wrong for the recovery of the panther including disease, bad birth years, severe habitat loss (already
occurring), and decrease in prey; all of which place the panther population in danger of extinction. Please, work
towards keeping these protections from our iconic state animal until the current population has stabilized.

Best regards,
Sarah Shaw
Tallahassee, FL
(resident 20+ years)

mailto:sms10k@my.fsu.edu
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From: Ellen Kahn
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: x
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:25:13 PM

Please protect our Panthers, and all Florida wildlife.

mailto:ellenkahn101@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Joyce Jewell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Yes we are for saving the Fl panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:47:14 AM

James and Joyce Jewell

mailto:jetjewell@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: June Rabin
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: YES! PROTECT PANTHERS
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 12:36:04 AM

mailto:msjunie123@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lorna palazzi
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Yes
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:45:05 PM

Protect the Florida panther
Have seen them
In Venice fl at pelican pt

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lmpdoone@sbcglobal.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Beth Q
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: your state animal - The Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 3:52:34 PM

Hello sir.

120 Florida panthers estimated to remain in the entire world.
This is such terrible, heartbreaking news.

Please increase, not decrease, protection for your beloved state animal.

Please do not be a part of the FWS that witnesses the extinction of the Florida panther that has the same
right to live as we do.
 
Please continue to protect and honor the endangered species status of the Florida panther.

Please fight to conduct a 5-year review and do not give into special interest groups.

They have NO right to demand their interests are above those of the critically endangered Florida
panther.

Please do not associate with businesses and individuals who take no issue with the extinction of a
species.

What they are asking is despicable and grotesque.

My deepest wish is for you to do everything in your power to protect the Florida panther.

Ultimately, your job is to fight for them.

Many thanks for your serious consideration of this most crucial matter.

Sincerely,

M E Quimby



mailto:monk6769@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
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