
From: Kimberly Gray-Tucker
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:10:30 PM

David, 
As a resident of FL and a constituent of Been Buchannon I implore you to retain the
endangered species list. The 250 remaining cats in FL are a valuable part of my children and
future grand children's future.
Best Regards,
Kimberly Gray-Tucker
Bradenton, Fl

mailto:kimberlygraytucker@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Linda Zuffa
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:09:51 PM

Please continue to protect the Florida Panther and continue to categorize it as an endangered species.  Thank you.

Sent from my iPhone

LINDA MARIE ZUFFA, PA
TRC, CNE, SFR
Bright Realty
M 
O 
F 
LindaMarieZuffa.PA1@gmail.com
FIVE STAR BEST IN CLIENT SATISFACTION
Top Producer:  Multi-Million Dollar Award

mailto:lindamariezuffa.pa1@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jeff Durall
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:57:13 PM

Please fight to keep the Florida Panther under the protection of the endangered species act.  I am
also begging you to protect this wonderful animals shrinking habitat.  Thank You.

Virus-free. www.avast.com

mailto:jdurall@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient&utm_term=icon
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient&utm_term=link


From: Susannah Smith
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:50:05 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
We need to keep the Florida panther on the ESA. It needs full protection…I appreciate the need for top level
carnivores to keep our deer/hog population in check. Thank you for your work on this.
Best, Susannah

mailto:susannahsmith@me.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: nlfreeman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:25:29 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
I am extremely concerned that the Florida Panther may lose its protected status as well as its
home in the Everglades. 
Please stop the endangerment of this very threatened cat, and make sure that it's home in
Florida and the Everglades is protected!
Thank you in advance for your commitment to this very important matter!
Sincerely,
Nancy Freeman
A permanent Jupiter, Florida resident

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S7 edge, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:nlfreeman@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: skyblu
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:49:46 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
 
Please do not change the endangered species status for the Florida panther.
 
The Florida panther is already under numerous threats that are reducing their numbers, namely:
encroachment and overdevelopment of their habitat, vehicle strikes on the highways and poaching.
 
The FWC should be in the business of protecting our wildlife, not jeopardizing its future existence.
 
Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
John Cielukowski
9 Harbor Circle
Cocoa Beach, FL

mailto:skyblu@cfl.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: James Wurster
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:32:13 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I believe that it is critical that the Florida Panther maintain its status as an Endangered Species.  The panther needs
more protection, not less, to survive in what is becoming a more hostile environment.  New developments and more
roads in its core habitat will be disastrous. 
Our beautiful state animal needs to be placed on a pedestal and be given an environment that it can thrive in.

Sincerely,

James Wurster
Hollywood, FL

mailto:jim@jimwurster.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jan DeMiranda
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:17:28 AM

Please, please, please!  Keep the Florida panther on the endangered species list.  Thank you!

Jan DeMiranda
Hobe Sound, FL
 
 

mailto:demirandajan@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Cheryl Reupert
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:17:01 AM

Please keep the Florida Panther on the endangered species list.
The panther being a "umbrella species" is so important,  we can not go backwards. 
Sincerely, 
Cheryl Reupert 
kayak.car@gmail.com 

mailto:kayak.car@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:kayak.car@gmail.com


From: Charlie Clayton
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:09:55 AM

Please keep it on endangered species list. 
Sincerely,
Charles Clayton.

mailto:charlieaclayton@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Bill Dwinell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:48:58 AM
Importance: High

Please maintain the panther’s “endangered” status – and redouble efforts to protect remaining
habitat. 
 
I strongly recommending that status remain unchanged
The panther’s small core habitat in southwest Florida, less than five percent of its original range
across most of the southeast United States, continues to shrink and become more fragmented by
the day.  Up to a dozen new development projects in that core habitat – including oil exploration
across hundreds of thousands of acres, road expansions, new power plant construction, and new
subdivisions – are poised to destroy or degrade massive amounts of some of the best upland
habitats this species has left.  And while the panther population may have recovered from near-
extinction in the mid-nineties when only 20 to 30 panthers remained, the current estimate of 120 to
230 panthers is still a tiny number.  With continued habitat loss and roadkill continuing to take their
toll, that population has almost certainly reached a peak.  A record 42 panthers died in 2015 with 30
killed as a result of vehicle collision.  That record was equaled in 2016, but with 32 cases of roadkill. 
With more growth, wider roads, and more cars on those roads, this grim situation is not expected to
improve.
Regulatory mechanisms which could slow this loss and degradation of habitat also remain
completely inadequate to the problem. Local county governments, the Army Corps of Engineers,
Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida Department of Economic Opportunity,
South Florida Water Management District, the National Park Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service itself continue to approve nearly every application for new development which comes before
them.  One recent project now on the table, “Rural Lands West” in eastern Collier County, would
create a new 6,000-acre subdivision in prime panther habitat adjacent to the Florida Panther
National Wildlife Refuge.
The Florida panther remains an isolated sub-species of the North American cougar.  It has had little
to no contact with puma populations in the western United States for approximately 100 years –
after habitat loss, highway construction, and indiscriminate hunting wiped out those connections. 
The “eastern cougar” was declared extinct in its last 5-year review conducted in 2011 – making the
Florida panther the very last sub-species and breeding population of cougars east of the Mississippi
River.  The Florida panther was chosen by Florida’s schoolchildren in 1982 as our state animal and is
also considered an important “keystone species” (of vital importance to the ecosystem where it is
found) and “umbrella species” (protection of panther habitat protects numerous other plants and
animals – many also rare and endangered - which share its range).  It is the name of South Florida’s
hockey team and numerous school sports teams around the state.
Recent scientific surveys of the Florida panther landscape (Kautz, et al, 2006, and Frakes, et al, 2015)
have recommended no loss in either the quality or quantity of the Florida panther’s remaining
habitat in southwest Florida - if the species is to have any chance of survival into the future.  So far,
that advice is not being heeded by any of the responsible government agencies.
Please do not change the current protection level for this species.
 

mailto:bdwinell@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


William Dwinell
Lake Placid, FL



From: Merryfield, Merry
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:15:30 AM

Dr Shindle,

Please continue to support the Florida Panther through protected status.  This is Florida’s iconic mammal 
and merits protection as an endangered and unique species.  The FWC should want to study and support 
this big cat as part of its primary goal in defending wildlife and ensuring their habitat is maintained.  After all 
the work FWS has done to build up the population  it would be a tragedy to lessen support now.

Thank you,

Merry Merryfield
Jim Columbo
4210 Old Banyan Way 
Sanibel, FL 33957

mailto:merryfield.1@osu.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Andres Marquez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:38:27 AM

Hello, i believe the Florida panther's status should be changed from endangered to
threatneded. The population has increased drastically for the past 40 years. Back in 1980 the
population was between the numbers of 20-30, on the other hand this year a report was made
that the approximate population was between 150-230. That is one big change and it has no
sign of stopping so I expect by 2025 for the numbers to be up there.

Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
Get the new AOL app: mail.mobile.aol.com

mailto:marquezandres1923@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://mail.mobile.aol.com/


From: B T
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 9:03:13 PM

Good Evening Mr. Shindle

Thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule to read my e-mail about the Florida panther. I was able to visit
Yellowstone this summer and learned about the re-introduction of the wolves in the park. I was amazed about the far
reaching impact that apex creature had on the whole ecosystem-to my amazement the rivers of Yellowstone are
healthier because of the wolves. Our own apex creature, the panther must have a similar impact on Florida's
ecosystem. 230 panthers is a step in the right direction but considering how many panthers die from being hit by
cars I feel it is a mistake to reduce their classification from the endangered list.
Thanks for considering my opinion.

Tom Binder

mailto:t2basset@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: medtrans247@cs.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 5:04:46 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle:

I am writing to ask that Florida continue the critically endangered status of the Florida Panther.  This
beautiful and iconic species represents Florida in so many ways, and the current population numbers do
not support delisting them.  The biggest factor contributing to their decline is loss of habitat from
overpopulation, which is easy enough to control.  Florida is already overdeveloped and I do not know why
there are those who insist on continuing with this out of control development.

In any event, please do not remove the critically endangered status of this majestic animal.  We are losing
so much of "old Florida" and there should be some room set aside for it to continue.  The panther is part
of the ecosystem and removing them from it will only negative effects.

#KeepFLWild  #ManagePeopleNotWildlife

Thank you,

MS. L OHARA
Tampa Bay, Florida

mailto:medtrans247@cs.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Angelika Davis
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 12:52:38 PM

I would like to see increased protection for the Florida panther. Please do everything
in your power to protect the survival of the panther.
Thank you
Angelika Davis , CPA 

Sent from Outlook

mailto:apgconsulting@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://aka.ms/weboutlook


From: Juges 8932
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:29:47 AM

Hi,

I would like to see increased protection for the Florida Panther.

Thank you,

Jonathan Juges
47 Magnolia Ave
Shalimar, FL 32579

mailto:jjuges@mail.usf.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Scott Cook
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:59:37 AM

Mr. Shindle:

Animal Defenders International has sent me an email saying that the listing of the Florida
Panther as an endangered species is under review. PLEASE do everything you can to maintain
them as an endangered species, under the Endangered Species Act.  Do not let them be listed
as merely threatened or some other lesser level of protection.

I am a native Floridian, 61 years old, from Hollywood/Hollywood Hills originally.  The
destruction and devastation of all of Florida, South Florida especially, is the source of the
greatest heartache in my whole life.  You'd probably never believe how rural much of
Hollywood was when I was a little kid growing up. All of the wonder and beauty of the area is
being destroyed, and many animal and plant species are already gone.  Please act to help those
few that remain.

Please do everything you can to keep the Florida Panther listed as "Endangered," and not
downgraded to "Threatened," or some other lower level of protection.

Please tell me what I can do to help, in any way, for any effort to save any part of my home
state. I'll be glad to help.

Thank you,
Scott Cook
550 E. Country Club Drive
Williston, FL  32696

mailto:scottlovesdogs@embarqmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jill Christenson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:10:22 AM

I am writing to request that you do what you can to allow the Florida Panther to maintain its
endangered status.  It is the US Fish and Wildlife Service's  responsibility to protect species
for the long term.  Any increase in the Florida Panther population has been due to its
protection, the threats it faces from loss of habitat and human interaction have not
disappeared.  Please do what you can to save this amazing animal, although most of us will
never see one, its existence is significant.  

Thank you, 

Jill Christenson
St. Marys, GA

mailto:jillmarie157@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: rocio ajete
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 12:59:12 AM

Greetings, Mr. Shindle. I am a student at Hialeah Gardens High School and we have recently
read about panther restoration efforts in the state of Florida and the controversial question of
whether or not the animals' status should be changed to threatened. Personally, I believe
panthers should continue to be considered endangered due to the fact that there are so little left
in the world, not just Florida. As animals native to these lands, they should have more rights to
the territory than us humans. Changing their status to threatened would allow humans to have
more rights against the creatures and they would then be able to steal more of the panther's
lands. Only it would not be stealing in the government's eyes. As a Floridian, I fight for the
Florida Panther and its rights on this land!

mailto:rocioajete@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jack Simonson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 5:00:27 PM

To Whom It May Concern,
 
The Florida panther only occupies a small portion of the state in which it used to exist
state wide. There are many other areas of Florida which could provide panther
habitat. Further, with the advance of the invasive constrictors into the area where
panthers still exist there is no telling how many will be killed by these reptile. Until
such time as the number of panthers increases greatly and they spread to other areas
of our state, they should remain on the endangered list.
 
Sincerely,
Jack W. Simonson
1511 E. 9th St.
Lynn Haven, Fl. 32444

mailto:mathman@knology.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: suebdaone@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 3:41:38 PM

Hello Mr. Shindle,

Please do not remove the protections from the Florida panther.

Sincerely, 
Susan Kelley
2314 Hampshire Way
32309

Sent from AOL Mobile Mail

mailto:suebdaone@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Barbara Martin
To: David_Shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 12:14:23 PM

Dear David,

You have the power to keep the Florida Panther on the endangered species list.  Please help prevent Florida Panthers
from becoming extinct.

Thank you,
Barbara S. Martin

mailto:w4siz2@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: sdavistew@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 2:30:32 PM

   It has been brought to peoples attention that there is a chance that the florida panther could
possibly be taken off the endangered species category. Please consider not letting this actually
happen as the animal is very much still endangered and is also its own species of panther. It
would be a terrible thing to let such an amazing animal go extinct all to save money by not
spending on proper conservation. Thank you and we all hope the wildlife service will do the
right thing. 

Sent from AOL Mobile Mail

mailto:sdavistew@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: rhultzen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 2:09:18 PM

It is imperative that we keep the Florida Panther protected. Loss of support from anyone,
especially the federal government, of the designation of Endangered Species for the Florida
Panther is not  acceptable.

Thank you for your attention and your support in keeping the designation of Endangered
Species for the Florida Panther.

Regards,
Robin Williams 
Titusville,  Fl

Sent from my Galaxy Tab® S2

mailto:rhultzen@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Heriberto Fernandez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 12:29:12 PM

Please keep Florida Panthers on the Endangered Species status. These animals are iconic in Florida and a testament
to the natural wonders of the state. From white sand beaches, to the everglades to panthers. There are only 250 or so
remaining, thats 250 opportunities for picture taking and similar natural tourism, as per USFWS data.

Human activity will continually clash with the panther's territory, and we need to always be active in helping their
populations thrive.

I was born in Gainesville and I ask you to please keep the Florida Panther as an endangered species.

Sincerely,

Heriberto Fernandez

URGENT - Florida panthers need your roar now.  Email: david_shindle@fws.gov by the August 29 deadline to
retain their Endangered Species status. Though population estimates are only 120-230 individuals, they are proposed
to be stripped of protection. Please ta1. Why you know they are important; 2. USFWS own ng states less than 250
remain; 3. Their habitat is shrinking due to development; 4. Wildlife watching opportunities generate income that
often exceeds hunting and fishing, according the the FWS own information. This is the state animal of Florida and
one of the most critically endangered species anywhere. They need you!
Thank-you! On behalf of Team Cecil!
http://www.nwfdailynews.com/news/20170824/editorial-keep-florida-panther-protected

mailto:fernanheriberto@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.nwfdailynews.com/news/20170824/editorial-keep-florida-panther-protected


From: Deb Jaros
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 10:07:57 AM

Dear Biologist David Shindle,

I am writing to you today to plead with you to keep the Florida panther on the
Endangered Species list.  There is simply no scientific reason to take our Florida
panther off of this list.  From what I have read, I understand that there are only 230 or
fewer Florida panthers that exist on our earth.
 
Since 2012, the record for the number of panthers killed on our roadways continues
to rise.  What is more alarming is that the number of documented panthers killed on
roadways alone is higher than the number of documented panther births, not even
counting deaths caused by predation on kittens, disease, or fires.

 As a biologist, I am sure that you know that one of the major reasons for species
extinction is habitat loss.  Southwest Florida is the Florida panther’s last home.  This
panther is specifically adapted to the Everglades habitats, and would most likely not
survive elsewhere.  As development of Southwest Florida continues, the panther is
even more endangered of becoming extinct.  As oil companies continue to seek to
utilize fracking in SW Florida, the Florida panther’s habitat will be disturbed to a point
that will stress the panther population even more.

More than ever, the Florida panther needs the protection of the Endangered Species
Act.  Please do not let this majestic animal, our state animal, fade into extinction.  As
humans, we must do everything in our power to protect all life on this earth.

Sincerely,
Deborah R. Jaros    

mailto:debj831@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Anita Lovasco
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 6:43:44 AM

I am sending this E-mail in support of the Florida Panther keeping its Federal Endangered
Protection.  With only an estimated 220 Florida Panthers left, it is imperative they stay
protected. If not, it would be only a short time before becoming extinct and that is not an
acceptable outcome.

Please let me know if there is anything else that I can do to appeal to whomever is responsible
for making the final decision.

Thank you.
Steve Thomson

mailto:luvmy2dogz@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: IAB
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 6:38:21 PM

Dear Mr Shindle,
Living in southwest Florida, I believe that the panther needs the protections of endanger status.  With only about 230
left, how could not that be endangered?
The real estate developers lobbying for this do not see the degradation of the environment.  Protecting the panther
should be our highest priority.
Sincerely,
Isabel A Barbosa

Sent from my iPad

mailto:iab@gate.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jenifer PARKER
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 6:31:57 PM

 Please do NOT remove protections from the  FLORIDA PANTHER. NOT
NECESSARY; WOULD ONLY BE FOR PROFIT OF A FEW AND THAT IS
UNCONSCIONABLE.
JWPARKER

mailto:jenniemaew47@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: empress@cfl.rr.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 4:54:06 PM

Are you kidding me?  You want to take the Florida Panther off the endangered list.  This is Florida's state animal,
they should have special protections at all times.  They don't breed fast enough to keep up with all the ones that get
run over on the roads.  They should have more territory put aside for them to safely breed and hunt.  Stop the insane
building in this state.  KEEP THESE ANIMALS ON THE ENDANGERED LIST.

mailto:empress@cfl.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: empress@cfl.rr.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 4:48:24 PM

Are you kidding me?  It is hard enough for these animals to survive without them being taken off the endangered
list.  This is Florida's state animal and should have special protections at all times.  They don't breed fast enough to
make up for the losses from being killed by cars.  KEEP THESE ANIMALS PROTECTED.
Rosemarie Pell

mailto:empress@cfl.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: empress@cfl.rr.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 4:47:44 PM

Are you kidding me?  It is hard enough for these animals to survive without them being taken off the endangered
list.  This is Florida's state animal and should have special protections at all times.  They don't breed fast enough to
make up for the losses from being killed by cars.  KEEP THESE ANIMALS PROTECTED.
Rosemarie Pell

mailto:empress@cfl.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: swomble902@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 1:31:49 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

The Orlando Sentinel thought enough of the possible relaxation of the laws to protect the endangered
Florida panther that they dedicated today's opinion column to alerting readers.   It's hard to believe that
Florida officials would even consider lessening the protection of any native species given the explosive
growth over the last half century.  On the other hand, like most municipalities and governments,
politicians are badgered daily by development interests interested in exploiting the landscape.  Let's not
forget they are not stakeholders in our communities.

Our natural resources and fauna are the most vital part of our economic vitality.  Please do the right thing
for the voters and taxpayers in this great state and uphold the protection of these giant cats.

Respectfully,

Sandy and Dick Womble
940 Old England Ave
Winter Park FL 32789

swomble902@aol.com

mailto:swomble902@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kevin Cannon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 12:42:35 PM

David,

As a native Floridian who grew up in South Florida I spent a great amount if time camping and hiking in the habitat
of the Florida Panther

I am an Eagle Scout and have been a Scout Leader for three decades.  It is incredulous to me that any consideration
is underwy to change the endangered species  classification of the Florida Panther.

Please forward my urgent request to the appropriate agencies as ski g them not to take such action.

Kevin Cannon
Commissioner District Two
City of Winter Springs
PO Box 195447
Winter Springs, FL. 32719

KCannon@winterspringsfl.org<mailto:KCannon@winterspringsfl.org>

Sent from my Verizon 4G LTE Droid

________________________________

Confidentiality Note: This e-mail, and any attachment to it, contains information intended only for the use of the
individual(s) or entity named on the e-mail. If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended recipient, or the employee
or agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that reading it is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please immediately return it to the sender and delete it from
your system. Thank you.

mailto:kcannon@winterspringsfl.org
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:KCannon@winterspringsfl.org


From: K2theC Music
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 10:39:20 AM

Please continue working to protect Florida's biggest wild cat.  The deserve a part in our state
just add much as we do, and we have the duty, authority, and capability to compassionately
protect one of Spirit's glorious creatures. Male sure you make the right choice and not be
swayed by anyone selling to tell you different.  We are stewards off this Earth, and it's our
spiritual and moral responsibility to protect them.  Thank you.

Love&Light, 
KC

mailto:k2thec.creations@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gwen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 8:48:24 AM

Please stand up for these animals, Florida is more than alligators.....panthers need protection from humanity.  I use
the term "humanity" loosely, doesn't seem to be much of that left these days.

Gwendolyn Winn
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ditto_ebano@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Charles Newberry
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 7:45:19 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Mr. Shindle,
I have full confidence that the members that make up the board will make the best decision on the
Florida Panther habitat. There needs to be some undeveloped; hence, Old Florida left for future
generations. These animals should be a staple and mascot for Florida and anything less than full
consideration for their survival should be found obscene.  Thank you for your time.
 
Thank you,
Charles

 
Charles M. Newberry Jr., E.I.
Associate II Engineer
Highway Division-Keith and Schnars
6500 N. Andrews Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309

 Ext. 6811
Cnewberry@ksfla.com
www.ksfla.com
 
 
 

mailto:Cnewberry@ksfla.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:Cnewberry@ksfla.com
http://www.ksfla.com/



From: Jane Andrews
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 7:21:42 AM

My heart is aching and the tears are flowing and I can't help but say is this really happening,
can we seriously as a species not do everything we can to preserve a creature such as the
Florida Panther? Please do all you can as the representative that you are supposed to be and
preserve the Florida Panther.
Thank you.
Sincerely yours,
Jane Andrews
183 S US Highway 1
Oak Hill, Florida 32759

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:brushharbor@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/mobile/?.src=Android


From: Dagne Campbell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 4:48:01 PM

Mr. Shindle:
   Florida Panthers are ONE OF A KIND!!!  Their habitat has been encroached upon for Many
decades.  They are endangered through no fault of their own, but from PURE GREED AND
LAND-GRABBING for development to line the pockets of moneyed, selfish people.  And
Florida has allowed this to happen.
   It is WAY PAST TIME to protect the Florida panthers from this greed.  I would presume
that is YOUR JOB.

Sincerely,
Ms. Dagne Campbell

mailto:dclilred@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Maresa Luzier
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 21, 2017 6:04:16 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I just found out about the comment period.  Hope I’m not too late.  I’ve been an advocate for the Florida panther
from the start, and love these animals.  Florida should do all it can to protect them and keep them on the endangered
specie list so, they can continue to spread out and start new groups throughout out the southern and central parts of
Florida.  They deserve our protection, and I’d hate to see special interest guide the future of this great cat!  It should
be based on science and only science.  The Florida panther has just recently moved into new areas across the
Caloosahatchee River, and this is only the start.  With global warming, there existence must move them to protected
areas northward, and we need to make sure those lands will be there for them to grow.  150-200 cats is not enough! 
I can’t imagine any other endangered specie even being considered to be taken off of the list under 1000.  Certainly,
with the amount of cats that die each year due to cars, and so on.  I appreciate your time, and hope you stand for the
Florida Panther!

Best regards,

Maresa Pryor-Luzier
Maresa Pryor-Luzier Photography
2773 CR 546A
Bushnell, FL 33513 USA

email:  mpluzier@gmail.com
Website: www.maresapryorluzier.com

mailto:mpluzier@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: fletchandmanchas@yahoo.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 20, 2017 1:43:43 PM

Dear David,

My name is Janet Cooney and I am a registered Florida voter.  I urge you to continue to fight
the federal government from removing the beautiful Florida Panther off the endangered
species list at a time when environmental cuts could be drastic and deadly.  The panther needs
continued protection!  Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Janet Cooney

mailto:fletchandmanchas@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Christe Ashley
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 18, 2017 9:39:02 PM

Please keep the protections for the Florida Panther.  Thank you!
Christe Ashley, DeLand, FL  32724

We come spinning out of nothingness gathering stars like dust. -Rumi

mailto:christeashley@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Pat Kliner
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 18, 2017 6:04:13 PM

Mr. Shindle, I feel I am one of the lucky few to have seen a Florida Panther in the wild. A truly beautiful animal. It
would be a pity to allow them to disappear. Please help to keep them on the endangered list.

Thank you for your time,

Patrick Kliner

Sent from my iPad

mailto:patkliner@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Susannah
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 18, 2017 7:23:43 AM

David, 

Please keep the Florida Panther protected! They are still in danger as backed by science. We
do not want to lose this beautiful and precious animal! Please keep them on the endangered list
to protect them and our ecosystem!

With Regards, 
Susannah

Susannah Geyer 
1310 Edmundshire Lane 
Orlando, FL 32806
Lucina27@hotmail.com 

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S7, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:lucina27@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ellen Chester
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 9:18:44 PM

To whom it may concern

I urge you, please do not de-list or downgrade the protection status of the Florida Panther. This beautiful animal
needs and deserves any and all protection we can give.

Thank you,
Ellen Chester

mailto:ellen.chester@me.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: jill abatemarco
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 3:19:38 PM

Please, please do not de-list the Florida Panther.

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:jillabatemarco@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/mobile/?.src=Android


From: Tracy M.
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 2:14:25 PM

Dear FWS,

As a citizen of Florida and someone who has been following the fate of the Florida Panther I
am confused to how the down listing could even be considered.
FWCC reports about 200 animals are left in the wild but over 100 die each year in car crashes
alone. This hardly seems like sustainable numbers.
More public and open lands are being sold for development leaving even less room for
panthers to thrive.
Please submit my request to not downlist the Florida Panther.
They deserve more protection and room to thrive not less.

Thank you,
Tracy Marinello
17925 SE CR 2082
Hawthorne, FL 32640

Have a Wonderful Day! 

mailto:trace4fl@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Laura Bauman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 2:13:04 PM

Hi David,

I urge you to support the FLorida panther and absolutely do not allow the downgrade or
 delisting of this magnificent mammal from the endangered species list.  Please look at the
science, if nothing else.  Numbers don't lie, and it's simple. The Florida Panther can't take
another hit like this... you would be dooming the even dwindling population as it stands right
now.  As an employee of the Fish and Wildlife Service, you should be standing for the rights
of animal species, and this is one easy way to do it.  This is not complicated...please stand with
the Panther and do your job.

Sincerely,
Laura Bauman, Key Largo, FL

mailto:seabreeeze123@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: byrne@mail.usf.edu
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 12:43:22 AM

Hello Mr. Shindle, 

This email is intended to urge you not to remove the Florida Panther from the endangered
species list. There are fewer than 300 in the wild, with a habitat that is ever-
decreasing. There is no scientific reason why they should be de-listed. I've lived in the
state for close to 40 years, and I've yet to see one. I hope to someday, and keeping
them protected is the best way to ensure their survival. Thank you for your time.

Marc Byrne

mailto:byrne@mail.usf.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Pat Larson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 11:12:57 AM

Dear Mr. Shingle,

I am writing regarding the current re-evaluation of the endangered status of the Florida
Panther.

By any scientific measure, I don't think there is any question that the population of the
panther in Florida is very fragile. Its protected areas are surrounded by increasing human
development. The panther requires a sizable territory at a time when wild lands are
disappearing in the state. The road kill alone is a substantial threat to the species.

Further, I don't see how this population can be considered anything but a sub-species based
on its geographic isolation from other mountain lion populations.

While the species has made gains in numbers since being placed on the endangered species
list, its survival is far from secure.

I appreciate that you are probably under intense political pressure from politicians,
developers, and agriculture, individuals and groups who do not value the Florida Panther. I
hope you will be able to evaluate the panther's status based solely on science and continue to
protect this iconic symbol of wild Florida.

Sincerely,

Pat Larson

mailto:plarson2657@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Astevia Willett
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 10:40:20 AM

Good morning! This is email is to make a call to your conscience in regards to the Florida Panthers. These
magnificent animals are right now protected, and although this protection is supposed to work to their advantage,
they are still in low numbers in comparison to the size of the state of Florida, and the size of the population of this
state. Removing their current protection status will mean practically a sentence to extinction.  They are part of a
beautiful and unique ecological system. Florida is a state that has so much to offer, but, if the killing of its rarely
seen animals, and the destruction of the environment where they live continues, Florida will be just one more state
where people go to the beach.  Florida is blessed with beautiful weather and Wildlife! Preserve it! Don't destroy it.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:asteviawillett@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Eileen Naaman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 4:08:50 AM

To all whom are concerned or involved:

Please continue to offer protection to the Florida Panther through the Endangered Species Act.  The struggles the
Florida panther faces in our state with continued development and some ranchers is too much without protection.
Thank you
Eileen Naaman DVM
Sent from my iPad

mailto:eonboard@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marc K Banks
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 10:04:32 PM

Sent from my iPhone

All of my life I have followed and been captivated by this iconic Floridian subspecies. Eastern cougars are now
extinct, of course. Dr. Norman Richards (my uncle) devoted a portion of his life in the 1980s and 1990s to saving
this beautiful creature. The cattle industry is not reason enough to say good-bye to FL panthers, considering minute
losses vs. the panther's control on feral hogs, which do enormous damage to the environment and cattle ranchers as
well. Sorry. Don't mean to preach. Save this gem. It will come back to you. And to Florida and to America.

mailto:marc.banks@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Matthew Goodwin
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 8:20:39 PM

Mr Shindle.  I live in south Florida and firmly believe that the Florida panther should remain
on the Federal protected species list.  It is an iconic and important species within its
continually shrinking habitat.  Like many Floridians (and Americans) I like knowing that this
wild species has a place in our state and country.  If you have children or grandchildren, they
will suffer as our country becomes less wild and wondrous.  Please help.

Sincerely,

Matthew Goodwin
301 Hendricks Isle
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

mailto:matthewg1309@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Judy Provitch
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 7:05:06 PM

Dear David,

This is something I have never done before. Please stand up for what you CAN stand up for.
Don't allow this beautiful creature be extinguished. Yes, YOU can do something. We are
counting on you to see into the future. It is not hard to do. STAND up to power. 

Signed, 

One of your constituents

Judy R. Provitch

mailto:jprovitch@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Justine Nandkishorelal
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 6:54:43 PM

Please do not degrade or eliminate protection for the Florida Panther!

Thank you,

Justine Nandkishorelal

mailto:jlnaylon7@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Cliff Satter
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 6:44:38 PM

Hello,  I'm writing to let you know that I do NOT believe the Florida Panther should be delisted.

Thank you,
Cliff Satter

mailto:cliffsatter@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Tameka Murrain
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 2:45:04 PM

Dear Mr Shindle 

I'm horrified at the suggestion that the Florida Panther could be delisted. Such a move would
almost certainly result in the extinction of those beautiful majestic animals   & would be
nothing short of a reckless dangerous and sickening move on behalf of your dept.

Please see common sense and keep the panthers protected. 

Sincerely,
Miss T Murrain 
-- 
Sent from Gmail For iPhone

mailto:misstmurrain@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jody Rosier
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 5:05:42 PM

Hi David, There are so few Florida panthers and they are always hit by vehicles.  Maybe DOT
and USFWS should invest in wildlife crossing or expand bridges! Please do not delisted this
important species!  Don't follow what the republicans say! Use your college education for the
right process to do! Thanks for your support of the Florida Panther! Use your college degree
and do what is RIGHT! ! Thanks, Jody Rosier

mailto:jodyrosier3@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ian
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 2:48:58 PM

Please don't downgrade or eliminate the protected status of the Florida panther!

Ian Hastie
Resident of Deerfield Beach FL

mailto:ihastie79@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kate Frizzell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 2:40:34 PM

Please do not delist the Florida Panther as a protected species! They are so important to
Florida's ecology and are still so threatened by human populations and corporate construction.
Just a few years ago I was being taught that they are dangerously threatened and inbred while I
was going to school for Zoo Technology, thinking I would be working in zoos with felines
like them. I've been living in Florida since I was a child.

If we don't protect this species, or worse allow humans to HUNT them as trophies for no
ecological purpose, they will disappear more quickly than we could turn and realize we made
a mistake. We already have an overpopulation of animals that are not native to our state that
we pay people to hunt and kill. Don't take away protection for the ones that actually belong
here.

Kate

mailto:daughterofthestars08@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Nancy Ferri
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 12:28:34 PM

There is a reason the Florida Panther has made a small comeback -- it is because it is
protected.  Delisting the Florida Panther will open up its future to more loss of the limited
amount of habitat it can now enjoy.  Others may be more prone to kill the Panther.  I am a
Florida native and this state has made so many mistakes along the way when it comes to
habitat, water quality, wildlife and mostly because of the almighty dollar.  Education should
continue on this beautiful species.  As they say, when wildlife or habitat is gone, it is gone
forever.  I implore you to do the right thing for our state's future, its natural habitat and wild
creatures.  Do NOT delist the Florida Panther.   Thank you.

Nancy Ferri
1700 Dauphin Lane
Orlando, FL  32803

mailto:nancy.ferri@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mark Elliott
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 10:27:57 AM

I urge you not to allow the de-listing of the Florida Panther.  This is politically driven rather than science
driven. Even if they are not a genetically distinct subspecies they are significant as a Florida endemic and
a Florida icon. They should be protected because it is the right thing to do. Not because is will allow
developers to make more money.

Mark Elliott
Gainesville, Florida

mailto:galasinger@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Murielle PagÃ© Rittman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 9:05:05 AM

Please do not downgrade or eliminate the protected status of the Florida panther.

Florida's population grows to roughly 20.6 million and the Florida panther population has dwindled
to about 230, mostly due to habitat destruction, what with our tendency to drain and mangle the
landscape to make way for another strip mall or another housing development.

Kate McFall of The Humane Society of the United State's Florida leg:
"Biologists know that the leading cause of species extinction around the world is habitat loss and
human persecution. With developers encroaching more dramatically in southwest Florida, the
panthers need the protection the Endangered Species Act provides more than ever." 

Don’t be the one to sign the death sentence of these magnificent animals.
 
Do be the one who will go on record as having the courage to maintain the Florida Panther’s
protected status and help continue their recovery.
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:muriellepage@outlook.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: patrickhenry56@gmail.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 8:49:08 AM

Please, do not de-list the Florida Panther.
 
Respectfully,
 
Patrick Henry
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:patrickhenry56@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Jim Tomori
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 8:41:03 AM

Dear Mr Shindle,

Please don't remove the Florida Panther from protection. We need balance in this world and
animals should be protected and we should continue to teach and practice conservation.

Thank you,
Jim Tomori

mailto:jdtomori@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sue Barry
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 3:23:14 AM

Dear sir,

I am deeply upset to read that you are even considering lifting the protection from these
beautiful panthers. There are so few left, please do not be instrumental in the demise of
yet another species. The world has lost so many animals which is effecting our eco system.
If not for us, please consider what the world is going to look like for our grandchildren &
great grandchildren. We have a duty to preserve life. I hope that I will be able to read in
the not too distant future, that you have dismissed this ludicrous idea of no longer
protecting the Florida panther & will take further steps to ensure it's survives ,flourishes &
numbers increase.

Thank you for your time.

Kind regards,

Ms Sue Barry

UK citizen & potential visitor to Florida in 2018

mailto:mollymonkey101@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: pmills08@gmail.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 2:04:11 AM

Please, save the Florida panther.  Florida obviously has NOT done enough to protect them
thus far.  Florida will be judged by the way they treat their wildlife.  The florida panthers need
protection from the state, developers, highway division, et al.  Please do your part to help
them.
Thank you.
P. Mills
Astoria, OR  

Sent from Windows Mail

mailto:pmills08@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kimberly Calvin
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 9:37:07 PM

Greetings Mr. Shindle,
  As a native Floridian, I urge you to reconsider delisting the Florida Panther.
They are just starting to make a comeback. The first female panther in decades
was just spotted north of the Mid-Florida line. Their population is not large
enough to justify delisting them. As Florida's main top predator, other than
humans, they need to be protected to help protect our eco system. Please do not
follow the example of the Mid-West and delist an animal that is not ready for it. 

Thank you for your time,

Kimberly and Lloyd Calvin

mailto:hextildamarshall@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Conni
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: puggygirl13@yahoo.com
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 8:49:13 PM

Mr Shindle,
As A constituent My comment for delisting of Florida Panther
**Do not downgrade or eliminate protected status for Floridas State Animal the
Florida Panther.  Low populations of 230 due to habitat loss/destruction and also due to
human persecution.
There is No scientific basis for proposed
delisting.  Delisting could throw these animals into extinction, therefore they need to stay protected.
Thank you
Miss Connie Burris

mailto:puggygirl13@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:puggygirl13@yahoo.com


From: Comcast
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 8:40:27 PM

Please keep the Florida panther protected. Not only is it a majestic animal that deserves to live in peace, but I'm sure
it somewhat helps keep the natural balance between predator and prey. It is a beautiful animal that deserves
protections.
Kathy Petroraio
St Lucie County resident

mailto:kathy308pet@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Susan Jones
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 6:36:11 PM

This 5th generation Florida native respectfully requests that the Florida panther not be de-
listed.

Susan Jones
Registered Voter

mailto:saucerdog@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: debi tharp
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 5:19:22 PM

Mr. Shindle,

As a long time resident of Florida and an active outdoor recreation fan, I am firmly opposed to de-listing or
down listing the Florida panther. This species is an icon for our state and is just beginning to recover. We
need to work to provide it with more habitat, and better quality habitat and encourage the species to
continue it's expansion north of the Caloosahatchee. And there are much better options for addressing
the issue of human encroachment into panther habitat, particularly the issue of the loss of cattle. Cattle
ranching is an important industry in our state and is also of historical value; it's margins can be slim so I
understand the concern of cattle ranchers. But policies like reimbursement for lost cattle or better herd
management techniques are much better options than allowing 'take' of an endangered species.

The science is not behind de-listing the Florida panther. Their numbers are still way to low to support a
sustainable population, and the continuing sprawl of development into their territory makes their existence
even more tenuous. Thanks and have a great day!

Deb Stone

mailto:debitharp@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jackie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 4:08:28 PM

Hello,
I am requesting that the Florida Panther not be de-listed.
Thank you.
J. Terr

mailto:ammagirl@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: sprat24@comcast.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 3:52:30 PM

Please keep this magnificent animal protected by the ESA. Otherwise, it will be just
another species eliminated from the face of the earth by ignorant, selfish and
heartless humans. 

mailto:sprat24@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Betsy Dodd
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 3:13:26 PM

Dear Sir,
I urge you to keep the Florida panther on the endangered species list.  I want my grandchildren to know and value
Florida's wildlife and I'm very worried about the increasing number of automobile-related panther deaths and even
more about the ever expanding development in southwest Florida and loss of habitat.  

Florida's flora and fauna are what makes this state so special... please help keep the panther a part of it.

Sincerely,
Betsy Dodd
Gainesville, Fl
(and frequent visitor to Florida state parks all over the state)

mailto:chickasawplum@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: JMolchan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 2:00:51 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I would just like to convey my support of keeping Florida Panthers protected under the Endangered Species Act.

It would not take long for people to decimate the species.  I have certainly never seen one in the wild in my 52 years
in Florida.

Please move to protect the Panthers and the Florida Wildlife corridor they depend on.  They both have their place in
our ecosystem.

Janet Molchan
5100 N. Ocean Blvd
Lauderdale by the Sea, FL 33308

mailto:jmolchan@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Linda Wood
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 1:41:39 PM

I'm writing to say that I am adamantly against the delisting of the Florida panther.  I'm not sure
why delisting the panther is even up for debate. We still have very low numbers and they are
already being killed by automobiles as well as poachers. To delist the panther now would be
completely irresponsible and truly immoral.  The Florida panther is an icon, loved and
respected by most Florida residents. Most Floridians are more than willing to coexist with our
predators and have no desire to see them slaughtered.  With their number still so low, delisting
would be taking a huge risk of wiping them completely out of Florida. Please do not allow this
to happen. 

Thank You,

Linda Wood

mailto:lwood2623@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lesley Cox
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 11:09:04 AM

Please keep the Florida Panther as a federally protected listed species.

--
Lesley Cox
Certified Green Guide
P.O. Box CC
Carrabelle, FL  32322

 (cell)
http://www.floridagreenguide.org/

mailto:leshassel@fairpoint.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.floridagreenguide.org/


From: Dona Steele
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 10:42:48 AM

Please do NOT allow this iconic animal of Florida to be taken off of the endangered list.
Thank you?
Dona Steele
Naples, Fla.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:dona.steele419@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lesley Tzimenatos
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 10:33:45 AM

Florida Panther protections must remain in place. We must continue to protect this fragile population!!

Lesley Tzimenatos

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lesley71@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: gailko70@gmail.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 10:06:47 AM

Protect the Florida Panther's habitat, keep the population viable and do your best for the Florida Panther. This is
what the people of Florida want.
Sent from my iPad

mailto:gailko70@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sandy Bullock
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2017 12:22:51 PM

 
I cannot imagine that anyone would even consider changing the protection that Florida panthers
need to save this desperately-endangered species. Please, please, do whatever is needed to assure
the survival of these magnificent big cats in the wild. It would be disastrous to find them only in zoos
in the future. Thank you so much.
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:sandykbullock@embarqmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Winston DuBose
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 8, 2017 2:39:42 PM
Importance: High

Sir,
 
Please keep the “endangered tag” on the Florida Panther. I would modify the tag to “distinct
population segment” and not a subspecies of the puma. 200 panthers in the wild is not great.
Especially, since 30-40 get killed each year due to road accidents.
 
We want this magnificent creature to survive and be enjoyed by future generations!
 
Thank you
 
Winston DuBose
 
Winston DuBose

c
wdubose@Tampabay.rr.com
 

Virus-free. www.avast.com

mailto:wdubose@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient&utm_term=icon
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient&utm_term=link


From: Sean Morrison
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 7, 2017 10:53:58 PM

Hello,
 Please keep protecting the Florida Panther. They should stay on the protected list. Their
habitat is being encroached on every day and they are majestic animals. I would hate to live in
a world where the only Panthers my children know about are a hokey team. Thanks for your
time and attention. 

(Matthew 4:4) 
Sean Morrison

mailto:sosmin1@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, August 7, 2017 1:27:10 PM

Aloha

This email is in regards to an article I read in the Banner newspaper last week. 

Please protect the endangered status of the Florida Panther. 

Thank you.

Lorraine Ierna,
resident of Estero FL

mailto:lorriekauai@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ronald Woodard
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 6, 2017 2:45:51 PM

Panthers are not the species that is out of control.  Old Yankees are the species that is infesting the Sunset State.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ronwoodard123@cox.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: arlyon1@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 6, 2017 1:11:54 PM

The Florida panther should remain on the Endangered Species list. The many
panthers killed each year by cars alone threaten this beautiful species. We should be
working more toward protecting it's habitat. Such a beautiful animal needs our full
protection.

KEEP THE FLORIDA PANTHER ON THE ENDANGERED SPECIES

Thank you,

Dan and Ann Lyon
Parrish, Fl

mailto:arlyon1@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Adam Parker
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 6, 2017 8:20:02 AM

Mr. Shindle,
     As a biologist, I know that you are acutely aware of the dangers that face our Florida Panther population. I hope
that you are able to draw strength and conviction to further your efforts to protect this cat from community support.
     I realize that an email from a horse farmer in Marion county, by itself, has little impact on your situation, but
hope that you have the resources to return calls and communications if you need help in the form a more "physical
presence". I will make every effort to put hands on material if need be.
     Please feel free to contact me, or forward my contact info to local groups, if you believe I might be part of a
growing aim for a solution. Again, I wish you the best in your efforts to protect the Panthers of our state.

Kind Regards,

Adam Parker
352/

mailto:sevenfurlongs@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gary Conklin
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 4, 2017 3:24:28 PM

 
Dear Mr. Shindle,
 
Please help do whatever is possible to help protect the Florida Panther from becoming extinct. Why
would we not?
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurie Conklin

mailto:lcgc@att.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Elaine Weaver
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 3, 2017 12:52:52 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle.
 
Since the public and scientist were ignored regarding the declassification of the manatee, I’m not
certain if another public drill will make an impact on the recommendation for the Florida Panther.
 
If I am reading the Tampa Bay Times article correctly, the species was introduced to the Texas
mountain lions.  This infusion was conducted in order to save the existing panthers from inbreeding
and genetic defects.  The cross-breeding was credited with the success of saving the panthers.
 
Culver’s study suggests the panther should now be “de-listed” and petitioned to be listed an another
entity.  US Geological Survey concedes that this approach would require a “complex solution”.  The
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission states that Culver’s study used small samples. 
The Defenders of Wildlife contend that more scientific consensus is needed.
There’s not even a consensus on the actual number of panthers that currently exist in Florida.
 
In the end, my belief is that we as a state owe the panther the right to their domain.  I don’t see the
need to determine the specific genetic composition of the animal; the fact remains that if their
numbers are depleted, we lose.  And to think that the government could “de-list and petition” to
resolve this dilemma in our life time does not seem plausible.  Until it can be determined the actual
number of Florida panthers in existence now, we cannot make an educated decision to declassify
the species.
 
Thank you.
Elaine Weaver
 
 

mailto:eweaver1206@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: I"m Normal
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 7:08:39 PM

Hello Mr. Shindle, this is Robert Vazquez from Hialeah Gardens Senior High School. As and
assignment I have to write about the population of the Florida Panther. I think that the Panther
population should be regulated to where there shouldn't be too little panthers neither too many.
If there's too many, make a hunting season with regulations like 1 panther per person. Since
the Florida panther is considered to be endangered, many people have stared movements to
help slow down the population decrease. The Florida Panther is a very beautiful animal but its
not very friendly due to its apex nature. Non native animals like the Burmese Python eat the
Panthers food which makes it harder for the Panther to get food, which may kill it due to
starvation. Movements to remove non native animals may help other endangered animals.
Thank you for listening Mr. Shindle

mailto:robertvazquez367@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Erick Lengyel
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 1:58:08 PM

Good afternoon Mr. Shindle. I am emailing to show my support for the removal of the Florida
panther from endangered status and placement in to threatened status. As a hunter I have had
close encounters with panthers in Dinner Island, OK Slough, Holey Land, Bear Island and
Turner River Units of Big Cypress as well as on a Lykes lease I was a member on just south of
Palmdale, FL. I believe there has to be more than the estimate of 230 individuals, being as
though sightings have become common place in South Florida. 

mailto:ericklengyel@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jeremy Carpenter
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida panther, multispecies 5 year review
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 12:27:25 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle and F&WS,

I write to you today to formally submit my comments and concerns regarding the Multispecies
review, and in particular the status and 5 year recovery plan for the Florida panther. 

Given that the Florida panther, as a top predator, plays an essential role in the health and
stability of south and central Florida ecosystems, I strongly feel that this species should
continue to receive the strongest federal protections afforded. Continuing to list this species as
Endangered should, and I believe must be, be the choice made by the Fish and Wildlife
Service in order to fulfill the agency's and ESA's mission of ensuring the sufficient recovery of
this species in its former native range. 

While great strides have been made throughout the years to recover the species and ensure its
chances of long-term survival, multiple independent wildlife biologists and other panther
experts and advocates have significant concerns and doubts about  both the current health of
the species, and the degree of recovery that has occurred. These concerns are based on a
multitude of field studies and other research. 

As a citizen with a love and understanding of Florida's ecosystems and the Florida panther,
and a knowledge of the impacts human population growth and urban sprawl are having on the
area's ecosystems and the panthers, I am very concerned that the agency may prematurely
downgrade the protective status of the panthers.

The Florida panther population continues to face an onslaught of threats within its habitat. The
most significant threat that has not been properly solved or neutralized remains that of vehicle
collisions. Signage and public education campaigns have helped raise awareness, but speed
enforcements are lacking, or at best, inadequate. More safe wildlife crossing corridors,
lowering of speed limits, and highly increased law enforcement patrols to ticket speeders on
roads in and around the panther recovery areas must be put in place for the species recovery to
be truly successful. 

Furthermore, the rampant residential and commercial development of surrounding areas must
be addressed more rigorously and effectively. Other threats to the panthers also remain high,
including a loss of biodiversity and habitat due to climate change and invasive species, and to
a smaller extent, poaching. 

For all these reasons, I highly urge you to continue the endangered status listing for the Florida
panther. There's not enough evidence to show the species has been safely removed
from the threat of extinction. Many experts are still very concerned. I am very concerned. This
species must be given more time to survive and recover. Its importance to the ecosystems of
south and central Florida, and to the ecotourism economy of the state cannot be overstated. 

Thank you for taking my comments and concerns into consideration, and thank you for
helping to protect wildlife and wildlife habitats.

mailto:buta275@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


Sincerely,

Jeremy Carpenter

Latham, NY 12110



From: Vanessa Wade
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:20:18 PM

Hello,
My name is Vanessa Wade, and I vote that the florida panther remains on the endangered species list.

Thank you

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:vanessawade@mail.usf.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: justdebra18@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 5:02:50 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I hope that you will consider increased protection for the Florida panther.  
Please support continued endangered species protections for Florida panthers,
with an endangered species listing under the Endangered Species Act. 

Thank you!
Debra Lichstein

mailto:justdebra18@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Beth Levine
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida panther.
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 10:36:55 AM

I would like to see increased protection for the Florida panther.

Sincerely,

Beth Levine
Rockville, MD

mailto:dancingbl@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: mark moberg
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida panther.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:19:13 PM

I urge the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to maintain full
endangered species status for the Florida panther – and
to consider the cumulative impacts to the panther from
the many development projects currently underway or
under review in its habitat.

mailto:mamoberg@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: imsndbch2@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:01:40 PM

Dear Mr Shindle, Please do not allow them to delist the Fl Panther... The #'s they are reporting are not
accurate ..I live in a rural area of new Smyrna Beach .. when I first moved out here 12 years ago we had
a panther trail that ran in back of us ... my neighbors said that through the years they would see them
frequently walking with their pride watching them grow having new families of their own and enjoyed
watching the cubs being disciplined by mom ...well getting to witness such magnificence  in my own back
yard made me wanna be out here even more ...So I thought..... I have never seen one=/ in all these years
NEVER! the developing and the Burns/Fires  and clearing of the trailways the Traffic on Hways roads and
crossroads claimed many  and then there are the illegal kills that we all know exists...Little by little
everything Florida was known for its natural habitats ecosystems and wildlife are vanishing... I wanted my
grandkids to come here for a visit well between seaworld Whales dying Bears being slaughtered for
trophy and the cement taking over the grassways and trees  they say they would rather stay home in
Idaho...no beaches but they have magnificent lakes and mountains!!!  the vast majority of Floridians feel
as I do...Over 80 % have expressed their dislike for what is going on with our Florida... We want it to
stop...since the decline in the panther over the past 15 years or so the Coyote population has grown out
of control i now see 3-5 a week running through my back pasture ...we are losing pets and our livestock...
chickens! I lost my 2 best hens this week alone that brings it to 20 in 18 mos.. and then there is the hog
problem..some of these wild hogs are the size of small cows..and they are not friendly either..my son was
chased by 2 taking a shortcut home from the school bus just 3 years ago needless to say he is afraid to
even go out to see what life is going on in his own backyard=/ ..... we are requesting that you allow nature
to take care of its own conservation and HARVESTING as you would have us call it.... I along with the
other 80% of Floridians do not want our beautiful Florida Panther to Vanish ~please make sure that they
remain safe!   Thank you ,Sandy Salinas Volusia County  Fl  32168  

mailto:imsndbch2@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: lstark@cox.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther: DO NOT put at risk
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 12:29:09 PM

 It's unscientific, and evil that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service could potentially downgrade or eliminate the
protected status of the Florida panther when:
For every human living in Florida, there are 0.00001117 Florida panthers in existence.
Florida's population grows to roughly 20.6 million and the Florida panther population has dwindled to about 230,
mostly due to habitat destruction, what with our tendency to drain and mangle the landscape to make way for
another Pizza Hut or whatever excites exurbia these days.
 In addition experts say there is absolutely no scientific basis for the proposed de-listing of Florida's official state
animal.
The Florida Panther was first federally protected as an endangered subspecies via the Department of the Interior in
1967, well before President Richard Nixon signed the Endangered Species Act (the Florida panther was given
protection in 1973).
Kate McFall of The Humane Society of the United State's Florida leg noted how the number of panthers killed by
speeding cars grows every years, and how southwest Florida, their last population center, is the site of aggressive
development.  Florida needs no further "development" but does require protection of its unique wildlife and natural
environments.  No one wants to come to a completely blacktopped and fake-waterway composed mall of houses. 

The panther is more important than any industry or business.

mailto:lstark@cox.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jo Averill-Snell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida panther: five-year status review comment submission
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:54:38 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I'm writing to you as the Florida Panther Coordinator to ask the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to
maintain the Florida panther's status as endangered, to increase efforts to protect its habitat, and
to consider the cumulative impacts of development on the panther when judging current and
future development projects.  Florida has many half-empty subdivisions, and all too few preserved
lands and panthers.

Yours truly,
Jo Averill-Snell
Tampa, Fl

mailto:joaverillsnell@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mary Rankin Jackson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther--Protected Status
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:51:06 PM

Mr. Shindle,

Please help to continue protection of Florida panthers and their habitat, and furthermore, please help to expand
protected areas for panthers. 

If more Floridians understood the range and habitat needs of these magnificent predators, their value to a balanced
ecosystem, then developers, lobbyists, and political office-holders might respect them as part of Florida's wild
heritage. 

Thank you!

Mary Jackson
3007 Day Avenue
Coconut Grove, FL. 33133

mailto:mrankinjackson@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Alexander Johnson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers - please keep on endangered species list
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:05:51 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

In light of only 230 reported Florida panthers remaining in Florida, I urge you to continue to advocate that the
Florida panther remain on the Endangered Species List so that they can not only recover, but thrive and enhance
their genetic biodiversity.  Thank you.

Alexander Johnson

mailto:snoopyandalex@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Virginia Ruggiero
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida panthers -- please keep on the endangered list -- please protect
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 11:14:40 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
     Please keep the Florida panthers on the endangered list.  
     There is a real possibility that they will become extinct during our generation if protections
are removed.

     Thank you for your help.

     Sincerely,
     Virginia Ruggiero
     1600 Hibiscus Ave.
     Winter Park, FL 32789
    
     

mailto:spikerugg@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jean Sloboda
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:41:36 PM

Please continue the highest level of protection for our Florida Panthers.

Thank you,
Jean Sloboda
Sent from my iPad

mailto:jmsloboda@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Brian Rodriguez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:14:44 PM

I think that these special predators should go from endangered to threat. It's very rare for an animal be based on a
state. These beast have amazing features that many animals don't have. Please let's make them move up in the charts
not go down.

mailto:brianrod22@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Vivian Kreutzjans
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:05:07 PM

Please ensure the Florida Panther is protected.  There are so few left and they are a part of Florida that should not be
destroyed! Thank you for caring!

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:kreutzjansv@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Candy Sullivan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:54:38 PM

Dear Mr. Schindler,
I know you will hear from lots of people that will want to talk numbers and science with you. I am writing as a third
generation Floridian. My children/grandchildren who were
born in and live in Florida are the 4th and 5th generations.  I say this to explain we knew this state before it was
concreted over. I find it disheartening that some here in Florida ALWAYS believe that KILLING THE ANIMAL is
the answer to any real or perceived human animal conflict. I believe if my family and I are ever going to see our
bears and our panthers in THEIR WILD HOMES we must stop the killing. Why does the animal always have to pay
with their lives when humans cause the problems with their GREED ? I want my grandkids to hike Florida as I have.
I want them to SEE BEARS and if very lucky, PANTHERS in the wild. Alive. Not dead on the side of the road.
Please do everything you can to protect our panthers. The thrill of the bloodthirsty trophy hunter who does not care
if future generations will experience the wildness of animals NOT in cages.  We must PROTECT PANTHERS! 
Please. Thank you.
Candy Sullivan
220 South St.
Neptune Beach, Fl.
32266

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:cms48@live.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jenny Duffey
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:16:49 PM

I am in favor of protecting these people wonderful creatures. 

sent from my iPhone

mailto:jenny.duffey@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: regina harris
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:05:13 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle
Please fight to keep the Florida Panther on the endangered species list! When I moved to
Florida 32 years ago there were only 26 left. We need to maintain this status to keep them
from extinction. We must share our habitat with them!

Do not abandon them
Sincerely 
Regina A Harris

Jeannie
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rharris724@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Dottie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:43:51 PM

Please keep them on the endangered species list. They are still at high risk of extinction.
Thank you.
Dorothy Carlson
Longboat Key, FL 34228

Sent from my iPad

mailto:dhcarlson52@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Robert McCutcheon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:39:15 PM

The Florida Panther MUST remain on the Endangered Species List. Please use all resources at your disposal to
make sure this magnificent creature remains protected.

Thank you,
Robert McCutcheon
Venice, FL

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rjmccutch@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Rose Ann
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 12:06:56 PM

I am a born native of Florida. I have lived all my life in Florida I now live in the Ocala national Forest I have only
seen one Florida panther on a hike 20 years ago show us evidence of even 100 Florida Panthers alive in the wild
today! Our Panthers are an endangered species. Don't let our big cats become extinct! Be Protectors. I oppose
weakening the Protection of our Panthers keep the status in place, make it even stronger! Thank you, Rose Ann Kerr
Sent from my iPhone.  

mailto:rkerr26@cfl.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Pete
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 4:57:11 PM

    Florida has a policy of irresponsible developing at a rate that will lead this state to environmental problems as
well as a loss of tourism eventually when the Everglades and the creatures that inhabit it are destroyed. Panthers are
being killed on roads monthly. They need protection. The fwc should not be delisting them in the name of certain
property owners who want to make lots of money at their expense . How about for once this state stands up for
wildlife instead of developers .  Simon castrian 6027 Bania wood circle lantana fl 33462

Sent from my iPad

mailto:castrians@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Pete
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 4:54:19 PM

     Florida has a policy of irresponsible developing at a rate that will lead this state to environmental problems as
well as a loss of tourism eventually when the Everglades and the creatures that inhabit it are destroyed. Panthers are
being killed on roads monthly. They need protection. The fwc should not be delisting them in the name of certain
property owners who want to make lots of money at their expense .

Sent from my iPad

mailto:castrians@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Joseph Byrtus
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 11:32:09 AM

Please do the right thing and keep the Florida Panther on the Endangered list. Such a beautiful creature just trying to
survive in an area that is getting smaller and smaller. The real danger to Florida and the biggest enemy to wildlife is
the real estate developers. Why are they more important than the living and breathing natural Florida, the land and
wildlife. Humans are the biggest predator to Florida.
How would you feel if some developer told you that your whole world just got smaller and consisted the size of
your house.  The Panthers didn't ask for this. They just want exist and not hurt anyone. Please help them do that.
Thank you.
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jabyrtus@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Rick Meier
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 2:42:16 AM

Dear Sir Having a vacation home in Florida I would like to comment on the possibility of delist I can see no reason
for it as these animals have enough problems from car kills, habitat destruction, poachers,and people.The public gets
very excited when there's a sighting and draws people.Please do not delist the Florida panthers-RR

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:r_meier_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Victoria Culbertson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 11:35:17 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
Upon reading a story sent to me from my cousin in France. I decided to write you.

The Florida Panther kept on the endangered list with the encroachment of humans and their habitat is insane. I don't
mean in the wildlife out doors. I'm talking about land destruction/ construction building and residential planning. I
don't think it's enough to just put this animal on a dated endangered list. It's certain that there are other animals that
need a place to live in it in their own environment in your state. I feel a National Park setting working within the
boundaries of Florida would help the populations of your panther as well as other endangered species.

Case in point; The Buffalo in Wyoming. I'm not sure of their numbers but they are growing every day.

I wouldn't want a buffalo in my backyard but, I wouldn't move close to an area that had Buffalo or panthers.

The Panthers were in Florida before the Floridians were and should be respected as so.

Thank you for reading. If I sent it to the wrong person, you have my permission to forward.
Best regards,
Victoria Culbertson

mailto:georgebuck1@sbcglobal.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Dan O"Sullivan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 11:00:43 AM

Please do not remove Florida Panthers from the endangered list. The number of panthers killed by vehicles is more
then enough to keep this population from rising. If they are removed from endangered list their numbers will drop
even further-clearly pushing towards extinction. We cannot afford another species to be wiped out in the wake of
commercial building.

Daniel J. OSullivan
Senior PM
Meade industries
dos@meade100.com

mailto:DOS@Meade100.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kristy
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 3:25:39 PM

Please don't de-list the Florida Panthers. Their numbers are still really low and de-listing them will just make them
lower. They need protection!!
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:xxxblueligerxxx@aim.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Anne Henry
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 7:47:55 AM

Dear Sir,

Please maintain the protection status of the Florida Panthers. There are only an estimated population of 230 and that
is not enough to delist them from the esa. Thank you for considering my comments.

Respectfully,

Anne Henry
Bradenton, FL

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:cindalou5@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Barbara Carpenter
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 9:36:50 PM

Please keep protecting the Florida Panthers.  They are not yet at a large enough population number to sustain life
because of the carelessness of humans.

Thanks for anything you can/will do to protect these gorgeous animals.

Barbara

mailto:cw5bsc1@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Bobbie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 6:29:30 PM

Please continue to protect the Florida Panthers by law. Thank you, Bobbie Croghan

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:bcroghan2@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Linda
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 12:20:24 PM

Please do not remove the panthers from the protective list. These number of these beautiful cats are dangerously
low. Human encroachment on their habit is destroying them. Once gone there is no turning back. Please do not put
them at risk any more than they already are.
Sincerely,
Linda F. Gonzalez

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lgonzalez@embarqmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Shannon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 4, 2017 10:12:16 AM

Hello David,
  I am a third generation Floridian who values our beautiful state. I have live on Cape San Blas the last 20 years after
being raised in Miami. I am hoping we can balance human habitat with our diverse wildlife, including the Florida
panthers.
 Please do everything you can to help protect this beautiful creature! Please let me know if there is anything else I
can do.

Shannon Lynch

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:tuffgol@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Justin Russell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:25:52 PM

Mr. Shindle,

I'm a 41yo native Floridian who has seen the panther population explode in my adult lifetime. I saw my first panther
in Hendry county in 1990. I've seen several more in the past couple years. I've also seen firsthand what the
concentrated overpopulation in SW Florida has done to the ecosystem. Just looking at the number of known vehicle
mortalities per year shows the population in that area is far greater than said to be. Hogs which have plagued the
area for generations are now all but gone. Good for some, but another clear sign of the panther overpopulation. For
this reason, and the fact that they have been proven via DNA to be nothing more than a North American Cougar, I
sincerely believe that the panther should be delisted from the ESA.

We are in a desperate situation and need to switch gears and start managing the ecosystem for all native species, not
single species management of an apex predator.

The delisting of the panther should be considered a great achievement for the program.

Thank You,

Justin Russell

mailto:jrussell3176@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Scott Taylor
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 7:33:04 AM

Dear David Shindle,
Please accept this plea to not change the classification of the Florida Panther. This
important species needs all the help it can get. Further, any indication by our federal
government that the panther needs less help has a chilling effect on the
environmental community's (both public and private) efforts to save habitat for this
most important species.
I would enter into evidence a video I did for The Nature Conservancy that helped to
raise funding to purchase a conservation easement to insure that an important
pathway remained open for the Florida Panther. The video is located at:
https://vimeo.com/91795501  I fear that the case for this need would be more
difficult to make to donors should the classification of the panther be downgraded
as you are now considering.
The species we loose are irreplaceable. Let's keep protections in place as now, more
that ever before, habitats are under increasing pressure from development. Do the
smart thing, do the right thing, leave protections in place for the Florida Panther.
The benefits far outweigh the cost.
Thank you,
Scott B. Taylor
PO Box 1479
Sorrento FL 32776

 cell
Board member Audubon Florida, Florida Audubon Society
Board member and treasurer Aquatic Preserve Alliance of Central Florida

mailto:sbtaylor@encorefarms.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://vimeo.com/91795501


From: gabriela zilinsky
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:08:31 PM

Please protect our Florida panthers. We can't afford to lose this absolutely amazing animal.
Thank you
Gabriela zilinsky
Florida resident
Sent from my iPad

mailto:gbrs78@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Judy
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers and all Florida wild life
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:59:59 PM

David,

Yes we the Rauback family of Shore Oaks want the Florida Panthers kept on the 'Protected
Wildlife' List.   They are beautiful cats and we as cat people say leave them alone.  The best
thing too do is where you see them keep that land protected that way there would be no
building and the Florida Panther will have their land that they favor!  The Yankees builders
and the ones moving in Florida like rats.  These people don't want any of Florida nature left so
they can walk their dogs twice a day too do their daily poop and pee on the common grounds
and their neighbors lawns.  I stop most of that in our development by asking walk your dog
around YOUR YARD AREA too do their business.   It hit home and some people still do walk
around just too talk to people.  
 
Just like the gators, all should be destroyed.  We lived in Florida since 1974 and love all the
animal life.  We have. Nice  Bobcat who frequents our neighborhood and we enjoy him.   We
have a momma raccoon on our water bank who has babies then we don't see them again.   We
have a water bowl on our dock that my husband Joe keeps clean and fresh water and we see
wood peckers hanging on and drinking. Too funny, blue jays love it the most.  Carndial are so
beautiful, put we do not put food out because of the squirrel and small rats if there is food

Just keep our wild cats safe and well protected.

Judith Rauback

God Bless America
President Trump & First Lady Melanie Trump 

mailto:jrauback@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Claire Morda
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers and other wildlife
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:32:06 PM

Dear Mr Shindle,

Please, please, keep our panthers protected. It is an imperative in the life of Florida
to protect all endangered species and those which are threatened. We need this
variety of life to sustain our lives and the life of Florida.

I  implore upon you to save and protect our panthers.

Claire Morda

Sarasota, FL 34236

mailto:clairebee@earthlink.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Monica McKey
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida panthers and the Everglades
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:06:09 PM

Mr. Shindle,

I am writing to express my concern that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
is considering stripping Florida panthers of their critical protections under
the Endangered Species Act especially since they are some of the most
endangered mammals on earth, with fewer than 200 remaining in the wild.
Such action would pave the way for oil and gas operations and residential
development in their prime habitat, including in the Everglades, which
is already feeling the effects of a warming climate. 
 
Monica McKey
Sonoma, CA

mailto:monicamckey@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lulu Howell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida panthers are endangered
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:19:48 PM

Mr. Shindle,

I am contacting you as a concerned citizen who wants to keep the Florida Panther's endangered status intact.

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service should stay on track with their recovery goals by working to establish and sustain
three viable populations of at least 240 Florida panthers each. The wildlife service should also do more to protect
habitat by critically evaluating proposed development projects, selectively permitting new construction, and
prioritizing the conservation of panther habitat in Southwest Florida.

Keep the Florida panther’s protective status as endangered and don't change the recovery criteria for the state’s most
beloved animal.

Mrs. Lulu Howell
28 Cedar Ave
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
US

mailto:Luluhowell@optonline.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Robin Davis
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida panthers deserve protection
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 10:01:36 AM

“Even though there’s just an estimated 230 Florida panthers still in existence, federal
regulators are reconsidering their status as an endangered species. Changing panthers’
endangered status could do away with some of their federal protections. It’s a move supported
by developers and ranchers who bristle at limits imposed on using panthers’ ever-shrinking
territory.”

Please do not eliminate protection for this beautiful wild animal- we have encroached upon the
habitat on which they depend and deserve our protection.  There's already enough
development to accomodate us- redevelop areas that are not currently maximized. 

Thank uou
Robin Davis 

mailto:rmalinm@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kathleen McGill
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers DO NOT DELIST!
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 8:08:05 AM

Good day.

This email is to register my protest against delisting Florida Panthers.  They are still critically vulnerable and we
must do everything to protect them in the wild.  Please do not become a third world state by following the examples
of many African countries that continue to slaughter our wildlife.

Thank you.

Kathleen Mcgill
855 Woodbridge trail
Sagamore Hills OH 44067

Sent from my iPad

mailto:mcgill855@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Corina
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida panthers endangered species comment from a Coast Guard family
Date: Saturday, August 19, 2017 9:51:24 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I'm a Florida resident currently stationed [U.S. Coast Guard] in Louisiana for one more year. When I
heard that the Florida panthers may be taken off the endangered species list, I was moved to write you
with my plea that you please do whatever it takes to keep that from happening. 

I grew up in Illinois. We didn't have remarkable wildlife there. Imagine my surprise when a job transfer
landed me in Florida. It was like I'd walked into a tropical wonderland, teaming with some of the strangest,
most beautiful wildlife the United States has to offer. I knew the Alaska had bears. I knew California had
mountain lions. But I'd always thought Florida had mostly flamingos and alligators. I couldn't believe there
were black bears here. I'd never seen a spoonbill or a sandhill crane anywhere before. And panthers, real
panthers! There were some Floridians who seemed not to care about or even notice these treasures. But
those of us who noticed, we fell in love with wild Florida and its old oak trees and its Spanish moss and its
palm trees blowing in the tropical winds. Dolphins leaping from the waters. Blue skies alive with pelicans
and seagulls. Alligators in the marsh. And the knowledge that we had bears and panthers here, though
they were so few in number, we never saw them. 

When I was in college, a tollway ripped through our black bear habitat. We begged the planners to stop
the construction, to reroute it, to consider the bears, but the builders were so much more powerful than
any ordinary citizen could ever be, and they prevailed. Now the Suncoast Tollway is one of the most
under-utilized toll roads in the nation. And the bear habitat is gone forever. Slowly, these losses occur, bit
by bit, insidious and permanent. Now the panthers are up against the builders, developers, and cattle
ranchers--seemingly insurmountable foes--and again, I am just one citizen, unable to save them. 

But you. You can do something to stop this. I hope that you will. Two hundred panthers is hardly a
surplus. Disease, ambitious construction, ever-increasing numbers of vehicles speeding down our
roadways, steady habitat loss, and hunters emboldened by the an announcement that the panthers are
"fine" now can whittle that number down quickly. There is no limit to what the builders will build, no cap to
the greed, no point at which they're satisfied. Our animals don't have money and influence on their sides.
But they have you, and you can set limits, and you have the power to keep our precious panthers in a
protected category where they belong. 

Your job is one of the most important jobs in this great state. You have the power to protect a creature
that was here long before any of us, a creature that has had to adapt to mankind's greed and urban
sprawl and ubiquitous roads and cookie cutter sub-divisions, a creature that is part of what makes Florida
such a strange and beautiful place to live and also visit. 

Please do whatever it takes to keep our panthers on the endangered species list. I don't want the Florida
that I have grown to love so deeply to die a slow death, one road, one suburban development, one
endangered species list revision at a time. When my U.S. Coast Guard service to our country comes to
an end and I return to my Florida home, I hope we still have panthers. I hope I will have you to thank for
protecting them. 

All best wishes, 
Corina Vacco 
Hernando County resident, currently stationed in New Orleans, LA 

mailto:gypsyoftheocean@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Vicki O"Meara
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers" Endangered Species Protection
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 4:09:59 PM

Dear FWS:

We are writing to share our strong objections to removing the Florida Panther from the
endangered species protections, or to lowering the protected status of the Florida Panthers in
any way.  We live in the Florida Keys and we greatly value the existence of the Florida
Panthers and are very concerned about the continued health and growth of the population.  We
have been very pleased with the success of the innovative efforts of the FWS to combine the
Florida Panther and the Texas cougar to save this remarkable species from extinction, and
with the growth of the panther population in recent years.  We remember the heartbreak of the
dwindling numbers of panthers and the time when it did not seem likely that they would
survive.  We also celebrated the news last year that a female panther had moved into new
territory across a waterway in the northern Everglades.  

To take the fledging success of these efforts and threaten to turn back the progress and cause
the panther population to become under pressure again would be tragic and unacceptable. 
Instead, we hope that the government can continue to educate people (drivers, farmers,
tourists, recreational leaders) on how to live in harmony with these special animals.  

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Vicki O'Meara & Dale Gassaway
275 Normandy Drive
Tavernier, Florida  33070

mailto:vomeara@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sharon Kite
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther"s Endangered Status - Public Comment from Sharon L. Kite
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:44:52 PM
Importance: High

Dear Mr. Shindle,
 
It is my understanding that today is the final day that the USFWS is accepting
public comments as part of its five-year review of the endangered status of the
Florida Panther, including a review of whether the Florida Panther is a distinct
sub-species.
 
I would like to comment - that I totally am in favor of the Florida Panther
maintaining its endangered status.  I believe that the current population estimate
of 200 adults and subadults, is too high, and has not been scientifically verified.
There may actually be fewer than 100 Panthers in Southern Florida, occupying
only five percent of their historical range. To improve the species chances for
survival, the Panther would need at least two additional self-sustaining
populations, with each of the total three populations requiring at least 240
animals – and we certainly are a LONG way from that being the case.  Genetic
diversity, habitat loss (residential and commercial development, road
construction, mineral exploration), lack of prey, and human intolerance
(collisions with motor vehicles, and fear that Panthers are dangerous) makes the
prospective viability of three sustainable populations, difficult at best, but
without endangered species status, impossible.
 
The bottom line here, is the same old bottom line.  There are a multitude of
reasons that can be created, by the USFWS, and opponents (hunters) to the
Florida Panther maintaining its endangered status, but most of those reasons are
unsubstantiated by good scientific data, and reek with self-interest (the
hunters).  Also, ultimately, it seems clear that the Florida Panther is already
struggling to survive, against the mighty onslaught of mankind; so why not do
the right thing, the moral thing, the compassionate thing, the wise thing, and
continue the Florida Panther’s endangered status for another five years, and
during that time, ensure that the USFWS truly commits to gathering scientific
data on the Florida Panther true status, and investigating options that would
enable cohabitation with the people of Florida, enhancing and assuring the
viability of the population. 
 
The Florida Panther is just one more magnificent animal of our country’s

mailto:stckite2@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


wildlife heritage that is in danger of disappearing, forever.  It is our DUTY and
PRIVILEGE as citizens of this country to protect the Panther’s ecosystem and
survival, as well as all our country’s other ecosystems and wildlife that are so
very essential to our own survival.
 
Sincerely,
Sharon L. Kite
Charlotte, North Carolina
stckite2@bellsouth.net
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From: Patricia Delgadillo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panther"s endangered status under the Endangered Species Act.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:25:33 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

My name is Patricia Delgadillo, I live in Florida and I am urging you to please do not take the
Florida Panther from the endangered list. 

Please protect our wildlife!

Thank you,

Patricia Delgadillo

mailto:patriciavarelad@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: William Kreitner
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida panther"s endangered status
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 4:49:40 PM

Hello Mr. Shindle,

As a concerned citizen in Florida I am writing to ask you to firmly support the continued status of the
Florida panther as "Endangered".

I am not a scientist, but am a fisherman and concerned environmentalist who has spent many hours
driving through Everglades National Park, and the other natural areas of Southwest Florida that comprise
the Florida panther's habitat.

With the development that continues throughout all of South Florida it amazes me that there are any wild
animals left.  The challenges they continue to face are unbelievable.

I was lucky enough to see a panther cross the road in ENP late in the evening about 30 years ago.   I will
never forget that experience.   I hope someday to see another panther in the wild alive.  And, I hope that
my son and his children will also be able to witness these beautiful animals in the wild.

Please do everything in your power to influence those in power in the US Fish and Wildlife Service to
define the Florida panther as "Endangered".   As a practical person, I don't see anyway that life is going to
get any easier for these animals without some help from those who can provide it.

Thank you in advance for your efforts to ensure the survival of this wonderful animal.   Sincerely, William
J. Kreitner

mailto:williamkreitner@att.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mabehrends4
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers Legislation
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:30:01 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I received a notification that US Fish and Wildlife was considering changing the status of the Florida
Panthers in the wild. Please don't! We must protect our wildlife, as we have decimated so many species
because of human development and lack of care. 

Please continue to protect all wild life and open spaces in this country.

Thank you.

Margaret Ann Behrends
Sarasota FL

mailto:mabehrends4@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lee Patrizzi
To: FWS
Subject: Florida Panthers need humans on their side!
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 12:06:44 PM

Panthers are particularly vulnerable to human threats due to their
already-low numbers and because they require large ranges,"
McFall wrote in a July 20 op-ed in the Bradenton Herald. "Biologists
know that the leading cause of species extinction around the world is
habitat loss and human persecution. With developers encroaching more
dramatically in southwest Florida, the panthers need the protection the
Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."

mailto:leepatrizzi56@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.bradenton.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/article162665848.html


From: annhalldesign.com@gmail.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers Need our protection
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:08:05 PM

I support the save our Florida panthers through legislation to protect them!

Thank you,

Ann Hall
annhall@annhalldesign.com

mailto:annhall@annhalldesign.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:annhall@annhalldesign.com


From: Maureen Edwards
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers Need Protection
Date: Tuesday, August 8, 2017 5:22:53 PM

Please do not change the Florida panther's protective status from endangered.

Road kills, habitat loss and development of panther habitat continue to be threats. Dozens of applications for new
construction, mines, and other projects are currently being considered in panther habitat. In fact, your agency is in
the process of reviewing a development plan in Collier County that would build a city the size of Washington D.C.
in the heart of panther territory!

Instead of changing the recovery goals FWS should re-commit to protecting Florida's cat.

Ms. Maureen Edwards
19 2nd St
Dixon, MT 59831
US
4062102775

mailto:foranimalsalways@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Cathy Livingston
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers Protection
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 12:21:36 PM

Please ... keep the panthers on the Endangered list. There are still so few
of these beautiful animals. They should be kept as safe as possible.

Sincerely,
Catherine A Livingston
Fort Lauderdale FL 33312

mailto:cathylivingston@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Giselle Santana
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers should be protected
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:26:31 AM

August 28, 2017

Dear Mr.shindle 

This is Giselle Santana from Hialeah Gardens High School . I'm writing to you regarding the
hearing about The Florida Panthers protection being removed or strenghtend . I believe that
these innocent animal's protection  shouldn't be taken away , due to the fact that their homes
are being destroyed. Their prey is being forced off their "enviroment".
If anything these animals should be more protected a lot more than they are currently.

At Hialeah Gardens High School , As a school we appreciate you're time . 

Sincerly ,

Giselle Santana

mailto:coconutgigi11@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Nada El-Khoury
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:42:48 PM

Dear Sir,
I hope I am too late to add my objection to others regarding downgrading the status
to threatened. 200 Panthers is an endangered number.
Thanks
Nada El-Khoury

mailto:khouryfl@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Steve Karpovich
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:23:12 PM

I'm writing to voice my strong support for expanding the panther recovery program rather than
scaling it back. Florida panther recovery programs have always had strong public support.
Areas exist (e.g., Okefenokee-Osceola-Pinhook or the Great Smoky Mts. N.P. region) to
expand panther recovery outside of south Florida. Why is the FWS scaling back???

Steve Karpovich

mailto:skarpovich13@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mary Schoonover
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 6:36:35 PM

I am writing to oppose delisting Florida Panthers from endangered species to threatened.  Are you kidding, just this
morning in our newspaper (Tampa Bay Times)  there was a story about  yet another yearling panther killed by a car
in So. Florida.  We are eliminating the panther’s natural habitat while simultaneously increasing the number of
automobiles speeding through their home.
Sincerely,
Mary Schoonover
600 Edgewater Dr. #601
Dunedin, FL 34697

mailto:mschoonover601@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mary Ann Mixon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 4:34:51 PM

Please do not remove the Florida panthers from the endangered species list.  

Thank you,
Mary Ann Mixon
 
Mary Ann Mixon
Council Member Seat 1

Town of Cutler Bay
Cutler Bay Town Center
10720 Caribbean Blvd. Suite 105
Cutler Bay, Florida 33189
Tel:  (305) 
Fax:  (305) 

www.cutlerbay-fl.gov 

   Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail  
PLEASE NOTE: Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your e-mail
address released in response to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity.
Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing.
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From: Mary Erickson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 2:29:37 PM

Please do whatever you can to protect the endangered Florida Panther.

Thank you,
Mary Erickson

mailto:maryericksonart@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Becky Milburn
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:43:05 PM

They need protection like so many other Florida and fauna do.

mailto:becky.milburn@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: jackie williamson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:08:45 PM

Protect the Panthers of Florida. The public is watching. We will not tolerate the Extinction of
the Panthers.

mailto:jackie.williamson8@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Robert Redell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:04:16 PM

Protect the endangered Florida Panthers. Extend every protection available to them and their
habitats.

Thank you.
Robert Redell, City of Cape Canaveral Florida

mailto:robertrredell@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Evelyn Mangie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:04:17 AM

Please protect the panthers.   Evelyn D. Mangie, Ph.D.

mailto:emangie1@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: John / Karen BAKER
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:33:56 AM

and I don't mean the hockey team!

Please do not downgrade the importance of protecting this beautiful animal. Not only because
it's a symbol of our state but any wild animal is vital to a thriving ecosystem.
Thank you.
Mr. & Mrs. Baker
Cortez, FL

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE DROID

mailto:r10john@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gail Meredith
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:10:55 AM

We need them. We need to continue to protect them. It is folly to remove them from protection so the Governor's
friends can kill them.

It is sad what is happening in Florida.

Sincerely,
Gail Meredith

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:gailmeredith@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Tommie Bill
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:01:32 AM

Please keep the Florida panthers in Florida.  Extinction of another species on our planet is
harming us all.  They are here as a part of our eco-system.
Tommie Bill

mailto:tommiebill.tb@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Melissa Kayan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:13:28 AM

Dear David:

Please ensure our Florida panthers remain protected under the Endangered Species Act.  Do not weaken
their protection while the population is threatened with extinction. We are the keepers of these animals,
and it is our duty to preserve them for generations to come.  

Thank you,
Melissa Kayan
Lakewood Ranch, Florida

mailto:melissakayan@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: steven leapley
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:08:37 AM

I support strongly to keep Florida Panthers on the endangered species list.

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:swleapley@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/mobile/?.src=Android


From: Jim Willard
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 8:30:05 AM

David, with so few of Florida Panthers left in our state I feel it's imperative that we keep them on the Endangered
Species List.  In a world where so many of our flora and fauna are becoming extinct there must remain some sanity
during these chaotic times.  Thank you for collecting comments and again I urge all those responsible for this
decision see that we protect one of Florida's most valued wildlife.

Jim Willard
11431 57th Street
Parrish, Fl 34219

mailto:jimwillard23@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Robert Zimmerman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 7:36:57 AM

I believe that the Florida Panther should remain on the endangered species list.
Thank you.
 
Robert  Zimmerman
2871 Hidden Hollow Lane
Davie, FL 33328
 
Phone (home): 
e-mail: RobertZimmerman@semtribe.com
 

mailto:RobertZimmerman@semtribe.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:RobertZimmerman@semtribe.com


From: Lynda Johnson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 6:44:34 AM

Please respect these beautiful creatures and keep them protected before it's too late. 
Regards,
Lynda Johnson

mailto:lyndajohnson620@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Shelagh Delphyne
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:41:48 AM

Please maintain the protections for the Florida panther, their survival is so fragile. We 
all need the wild places, as the panthers do.

Thank you for considering my opinion.

Kind regards, Shelagh Delphyne

shelagh@dolphin-designs.com

mailto:shelagh@dolphin-designs.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:shelagh@dolphin-designs.com


From: Steve Zeigler
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:36:20 PM

Hello David Shindle:

I urge the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to extend protective
measures for the Florida Panthers.

Some time ago, I had the privilege to see a Florida Panther up close
at the Miami Zoo.  A very majestic and beautiful animal.  I was with
610-WIOD radio then and we were doing a remote broadcast from the
zoo.  Children in the group were allowed to get even closer than we
adults.  The handler held the panther close and tight as the kids
crowed around.  I was very delighted, so one could imagine how the
children felt - their smiles told the story - being that close to a
"big cat".  That day, I longed to be ten years old again so I too
could pet that magnificent animal.

I wonder why there is a question here about keeping protected animals
under the Endangered Species Act.  It's a no-brainer to extend every
possible protective service to our great wildlife in America that are
on the brink.

Thank you,
Steve Zeigler
Venice, Florida

CC:  U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan

mailto:stevetomorrow@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov


From: glenia castellon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:54:01 PM

       Hello Good afternoon,
   My name is Glenia Castellon, I am a senior at Hialeah Gardens Senior High. I email you concerning the status of
the Florida panther and believe they should stay listed as an endangered species due their small numbers. Although,
their numbers have  greatly increased in the previous years from 20 to approximately 230 is a significant amount,
but not enough. Nature has an equilibrium, not continuing with the mantle of protection set over the panthers would
disrupt the balance in the ecosystem. Each animal serves a purpose in the ecosystem, panthers would affect the food
chain. Until their numbers have atleast doubled in size, i do not believe we should remove them from the
endangered list.

mailto:gleniacastellon1211@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Anelis Esquijarosa
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:59:50 PM

Hello,
        I'm Anelis Esquijarosa from Hialeah Gardens Senior High school in Mr. Binder class. I would like to inform
you that the florida panthers should not be lowered form endangered to threaten. Panther are needed to be able to
flow the ecosystem without panthers then many other animal will be endangered as well. Panthers should be taken
care off even though they are dangerous for human.
                                              Sincerely,
                                             Anelis Esquijarosa

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:anelis_esquijarosa@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Eric Recinos
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:53:48 PM

Hello, I wanted to talked you about the Florida panthers and how there's a proposition to move the species to
threatened from endangered. This is due to a lot of different reasons such as the disastrous effects it could have on
the ecosystem if they were to become low in numbers or even possibly extinct again. Also, the florida panthers are
almost like our Symbol to the beautiful state of Florida as it represents different sports such as the Florida Panthers
from Hockey and FIU panthers. This is just one of the few reasons we need to keep our panthers from being moved
to threatened.
Thank You.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ericrecinos1986@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mario Rodriguez
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:52:36 PM

Dear David,
I believe that the Florida panther should stay an endangered specie. This animal needs bigger
numbers in order to be taken out of the endangered list. So far we have done a great job
increasing the population of the panther, it would not make any sense to just throw it out the
window. The Florida panther plays a key role in the Florida environment be keeping their
habitats balanced by maintaining pray population at a stable rate. They are also beautiful
animals and it would be horrible to not have any more of them like has happened with many
other great animals. They are a symbol of Florida and even have a hockey team named after
them. They bring revenue from tourists who come from places all over the world to see them. 
Please keep the Florida Panther on the endangered list so we can have them be in this world
for ever.

Thank you,
Mario

mailto:mariorodriguezglez@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Carlos Carpio
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:43:35 PM

The Florida panther are an endagered species and should be treated as such, they're homes
should be protected and the laws preventing people from building on these lands should stay
in place. They already barely dont have enough land to roam free and taking away more will
just harm the species and the environment as a whole.

mailto:ccarpio780@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lee Goodnight
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:36:14 PM

Please see that they remain on the Endangered Species list. It would be a shame to let that species
go extinct.
Lyman E. Goodnight
614 Branscomb Road
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043

mailto:Lee@HairByLee.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: cheriedas
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:03:32 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle:

Please keep the Florida Panther on the endangered species list.  There are only about 230 if
these magnificent animals left and they need protecting!

Thank you

Cheryl Jones Das
Batavia, IL 60510

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

mailto:cheriedas@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marcy Greenspan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:51:39 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
It is beyond my understanding that with fewer than 250 panthers left in Florida, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is considering changing the downgrading of the
panther from endangered to threatened. They are near extinction! What an
unconscionable act! Please do everything you can to protect this iconic species.
Thank you in advance for doing the right thing by these beautiful animals.
Sincerely,
Marcy Greenspan
141 Rimini Way
North Venice, FL 34275

mailto:mgreenspan44@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: p.r.haynes@netzero.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:45:53 PM

David, you can add my name and my wife as concerned Floridan's for the possible downgrade
status of the Florida Panther by the Federal Fish and Wildlife Service. With fewer than 200
left why would the service even consider a downgrade. With lost habit,poaching and disease
taking a toll,I'm afraid their downgrade will only hasten their extinction.
 
Ron & Peggy Haynes
Osprey, Fl
   
 

mailto:p.r.haynes@netzero.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Giselle Fetigan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 8:24:14 PM

Please keep protections for the Florida Panthers!  They need these protections to exist .
Thank you.
Sincerely
Giselle Fetigan
Sarasota Florida
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:gfetigan@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Barbara Katen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:52:00 PM

With only 230 Florida panthers remaining in Florida it’s ridiculous to allow developers and ranchers
to push for removing the Florida panther from the endangered list.  We need to start thinking of the
future for our children and quit catering to the wishes of the few who would benefit by having the
panther removed from the list.  Please, please, please.  DO NOT REMOVE THE FLORIDA PANTHER
FROM THE ENDANGERED LIST.
 
Barbara Katen
Sr. Staff Assistant
Finance Division
Accounting/Payroll

 

mailto:BKaten@cityofsacramento.org
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mitchell Downs
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:45:36 PM

Good Evening Mr. Shindle,
     It was brought to my attention by Congressman Buchanan that the status of the Florida
Panther is under review in regards to the Endangered Species Act. Considering we have fewer
than 250 left in the entire state, an exploding human population decimating habitat, and
frequent reports of vehicle fatalities, I would like to express my support for keeping the Florida
Panther at the highest level of protection possible. 
     Many people my age believe the Florida Panther will be extinct in our lifetimes. Please
make the necessary decisions to prove us wrong.

     Thank you for your work with Fish and Wildlife Service, it is appreciated.

                    -Mitchell Downs. Sarasota, FL

mailto:mitchdowns@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Victor Chamoun
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:40:24 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle, I'm a born and raised Floridian, how about you?  I've seen these big cats up close on the
Hillsborough River as a child. Little by little I've seen native plants and animals disappear from my once paradise
state, but I find it hard to believe in this day and age the powers that be are going to let these magnificent animals go
extinct in a very short time. Just so you know, I know that greed has killed my state and country. I'm asking you to
please help stop the murder of these animals!!
  Victor G. Chamoun, Tampa

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:vicchamoun@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kloren922
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 7:35:24 PM

PLEASE PROTECT OUR PANTHERS IN FLORIDA, THEY ARE
BEAUTIFUL ANIMALS - THANK YOU. LORIE NEWCOMB

mailto:kloren922@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: antonyp633
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:51:37 PM

  I agree that panthers should stay areas where they aren't bother by people and that to the
people that own the land to make their bussiness, well let the panthers stay there because their
numbers are droping and they feel save there.

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

mailto:antonyp633@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Denise Schissler
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:46:09 PM

Please, please protect the Florida panthers!!

mailto:dschissler24@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Joyce Fuller
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:18:35 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

Fewer than 250 panthers remain in the state of Florida and they must be protected!

I am so sorry that our current president does not seem to care about animals around the world that are facing
extinction daily due to humans. We need to protect these animals before it is too late.

Please do what you can to help the Florida panthers — and other animals in our country and world.

Kind regards,

Joyce Fuller
Ruskin, Florida

mailto:joycefuller@mac.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: pagrl347
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:10:40 PM

Save the Panthers !  Wild life needs to be protected.

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S7 edge, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:pagrl347@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: RS KE LaSalle Schweim
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:06:01 PM

Continue to protect this endangered panther. There is no GOOD reason to rescind this listing, and I support the "no
change" to the current status. My children and grandchildren thank you.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rslbigfork@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Bob
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:45:54 PM

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service biologist Dave Shindle please continue to protect the Florida Panther. Please choose
the interests of a endangered wild animal over the interests of a greedy few people.
Bob Gaudreau
Cape Coral

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:fallline@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Deborah T
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:29:56 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
Please ensure that our state animal, the Florida Panther remains protected by the listing
as an endangered species. 
There are less than 250 of them, and that is NOT ENOUGH!
Thank you.
Deborah Trimmer

759 St Judes Dr N
Longboat Key, FL 34228

mailto:minds_sky@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Richard Brickwedde
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Richard Brickwedde
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:24:54 PM

I am an almost retired environmental attorney with 11 years with the NYS DEC.  The Florida
Panther should continue to enjoy protected status and the US FWS should do everything
possible to prevent further fragmentation of panther habitat.  Protecting the habitat will also
help related animals as well. 

Climate change and rising sea levels will be reducing panther habitat as well as human
habitat.  We have to plan ahead for the changes ahead to try to stay ahead.

Richard J. Brickwedde
www.brickwedde.com

1445 Mariposa Circle
Unit 104
Naples, FL  34105

Welcome to My Website - Dick
Brickwedde
www.brickwedde.com

Welcome to My Website I've been Working
with private industry and government to
protect the environment and promote
conservation through planning, to avoid or ...

mailto:rbrickwedde@brickwedde.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:rbrickwedde@brickwedde.com
http://www.brickwedde.com/
http://www.brickwedde.com/
http://www.brickwedde.com/
http://www.brickwedde.com/


From: John Lord
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:04:40 PM

I vehemently oppose the removal of the Florida Panther from the endangered list. They must remain protected!

Sincerely

John C Lord
10255 S Sherry Loop
Homosassa, FL 34448
jclord109@yahoo.com

mailto:jclord109@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Linda Cole
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 5:03:17 PM

David,
Please protect our Florida Panthers so they do not become extinct.  Thank you very much. 
Linda Cole @ teddybear0877@gmail.com

mailto:teddybear0877@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:teddybear0877@gmail.com


From: Gabriella Avivi
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:57:43 PM

Dear U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service,

As a student at USF and a Florida resident, it is my duty to speak up on behalf of our official state animal, the
Florida Panther. I strongly urge you to keep these beautiful felines under the Endangered Species Act. They have
been persecuted to near-extinction out of fear and misunderstanding through poaching and wildlife control
measures. Besides this, us humans who claim to be stewards of our environment and ecosystems, are their biggest
threat to survival. The panther is vital to our ecosystem. As the top predator in South Florida, they regulate the food
chain by hunting armadillos, wild hogs, deer and raccoons, keeping their numbers in balance. Please don't take away
their rights to survival since we put them in the position they're currently in. I urge you to restore my faith in
humanity through the simple act of keeping them under the Endangered Species Act.

Thank you,

Gabriella Avivi

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:gavivi@mail.usf.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Hope Fischer
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:46:27 PM

Please do all you can to see that our endangered Florida Panthers remain protected.

Thank you.

Hope Fischer
Wimauma, FL

Sent from my iPad

mailto:vbhoper@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Rochelle Ramey
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:43:45 PM

Please protect the few panthers that we have left in Florida.
Sincerely,
Rochelle Ramey
5002 Vivienda Way
Sarasota, FL 34235
shellieramey@comcast.net

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:shellieramey@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: jsissylala@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:41:55 PM

Mr. Shindle,
Please maintain protections in place for our panthers. This becomes another attempt to make it easier for
development and growth in our state which doesn't need any help. Anything FWC can do to protect wildlife and
their natural habitat will be greatly appreciated. We must dramatically slow the development and human growth in
Florida it is unfair to those without a voice who resided here before us. Please be more selective in your approval
process for development and construction and always choose life over any monetary gain. Panthers deserve current
protections. 
Thank you, respectfully,
Jodi Witt-Brantley
Lifetime Florida Resident
Inverness, FL. 34453

mailto:jsissylala@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Terrie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:35:33 PM

Do not " downlist" Florida panthers!! Highway fatalities are still far too high to consider such a drastic action.

Terrie Dahl Thomas
Charles Thomas
Fairl Thomas
Safety Harbor Florida

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:chip.ter@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: tf
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:15:01 PM

I have lived in Sarasota since 1998.  Each year I read about so many panthers being
hit by a vehicle.  They must be protected as there are so few left.  It is loved by most
Florida residents to the extent a hockey team was named after them.
 
terri franzetta
theoneandonlyom@aol.com

mailto:theoneandonlyom@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:theoneandonlyom@aol.com


From: erers@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:59:27 PM

Protect the Panthers.

Jim and Carrie Becherer

mailto:erers@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Deborah Pendleton
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:57:55 PM

Please count me as in support of Florida’s state animal, the panther,
remaining protected under the Endangered Species Act.

Thank you,
Deborah Pendleton
Longboat Key, FL  34228

mailto:dpendcpa@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Russell Johnson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:56:48 PM

The Friends of Carlton Reserve (Sarasota County) has ten trail cameras operating in this 25,000 acre
public park.  By far, the picture that people want to most see is one of the Florida Panther.  We have
taken some pictures of the panther over the past dozen or so years, but the panther is a rare visitor this
far from southeast Florida.  The purpose of the trail cameras and the resulting database is to record the
change in mix of animals in the park over the years.
 
We support protecting the Florida Panther.  The animal is more than an endangered species.  Like the
Manatee, it is Florida itself.  Please do what you can to protect the Florida Panther.  Russ Johnson

mailto:russ_fl@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Norma Scott
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:50:44 PM

Dear Sir,

Please continue to protect the Florida panther....they are endangered!

Norma Scott
Florida resident since 1981

mailto:normajscott1208@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marianne Heinz
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:50:15 PM

We strongly agree with Congressman Buchanan that the Florida Panthers must remain
protected under the Endangered Species Act.

Sincerely,

Marianne Heinz
5164 Sandy Cove Ave.
Sarasota, FL 34242

mailto:MarianneHeinz@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ursula Mather
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Congressman Vern Buchanan
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:48:07 PM

 
 
 
Please do what you can to continue the highest level of protection for the Florida Panther. My wife and I have lived here in Sarasota
County since
1976. We have fond memories of seeing panthers in the wild and a few times in the south part of Sarasota County. When we
humans decide to move into areas
Which contain wildlife, it is imperative we provide some kind of  protection for them. Our own steadily increasing population here
should never be used as an
Excuse to ignore our responsibilities to these wonderful gifts of nature including this magnificent creature The Florida Panther.
 
 
                                                 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

mailto:ursulamather@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov


From: bob-n-mindy@comcast.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:37:57 PM

Please,please employ maximum protective status to the endangered
Iconic Florida Panther.
Thank you 
Melinda Mast

Sent from XFINITY Connect Mobile App

mailto:bob-n-mindy@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Bryan Rios
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:20:38 PM

Dear Mr Shindle,

I wanted to share my opinion on the Florida panthers situation going on recently. In my
opinion, we must do whatever is necessary in order to save these beautiful creatures! Once
these creatures disappear, they'll be gone forever! Let's try our very best to make sure that they
keep roaming the Earth!

Sincerely, 
Bryan Rios 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

mailto:bryanrios0801@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://yho.com/footer0


From: Terry Schaefer
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Congressman Vern Buchanan
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:15:20 PM

I was directed to your e-mail by Congressman Buchanan to register my support for protecting all Florida Panthers.
Please include me in that cause to protect and maintain the Florida Panther on the endangered specie list.
Thank-you,
Terry Schaefer

Terry W. Schaefer
510 58th St.
Holmes Beach, Fl.  34217

terrywschaefer@mac.com

mailto:terrywschaefer@me.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov


From: Frances Fergusson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:58:41 PM

Please continue to protect the Florida Panthers!

Many thanks,
Frances D. Fergusson
1281 GMD #1004
Longboat Key, FL 34228

mailto:fergusson@vassar.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Katie Slattery
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:56:34 PM

Dear Mr. Shindler,

I am writing to voice my concern for Florida Panthers! These beautiful animals are important to our state and
deserve to be protected and valued. Thank you!

Sincerely,
Katie Slattery

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:katieslatts@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Tami Cashi
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:54:35 PM

Please keep FL panthers on the endangered species list.  Please keep the 250 animals that still
remain safe.
 
Thanks!  Tami
 
Tami Cashi, CIPS, SFR, AHWD, Realtor
www.TeamCashi.com
Tami@TeamCashi.com
Coldwell Banker Residential RE

 

mailto:tami.cashi@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.teamcashi.com/
mailto:Tami@TeamCashi.com


From: Maclark39@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:37:14 PM

 
Please do all that you can to keep the Florida Panthers on the Endangered list.
Our wildlife are loosing their habitats and are struggling to survive.
 
Please help.
 
Marcia Clark - Bradenton, Florida
 

mailto:Maclark39@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mike Florey
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:35:13 PM

As a former U.S. Forest Service employee of 40+ years we dealt frequently with the
Endangered Species Act and saw numerous recoveries including bald eagles. I
strongly support keeping the Florida Panthers protected under the Endangered
Species Act. I don't believe this act should be changed nor ignored by current
politics.

mailto:mikerflorey@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: NANCI SMITH
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:31:32 PM

Please keep the Florida Panthers on the endangered species list.  250 panthers is not a recovery.  There are so many
animals going extinct on this planet, that we have to make a difference where we can.  What does it hurt to keep
them on the list? 

Thank you

Nanci Smith
Sarasota, FL

mailto:medmal@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ginger Trumble
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:25:45 PM

Please make sure our Florida Panthers stay protected. My husband and I live in Manatee county and we're very
lucky to see a panther. Beautiful animal! 

mailto:gtrumble@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Muriel Redifer
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:25:29 PM

Yes, please keep Florida panthers protected! Out state is 
growing too quickly to grow complacent about protecting 
what we can before it is too late.

Thank you,
Muriel Redifer

mailto:murielredifer@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Bill Vernon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:20:27 PM

Please, please, continue to protect the Florida Panthers. They are still in need of
protection.

Bill Vernon
Sarasota, FL

mailto:vernonwa7@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Laura Pearson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:16:52 PM

Please continue to protect our remaining Florida Panthers- Thank You!

Laura D Pearson
Seminole, FL

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lauradp@me.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: David Lyons
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:16:35 PM

The Florida panther should continue to be protected by the Endangered Species Act. The
population of panthers has gotten smaller than ever. Please do everything you can to help this
animal at risk for extinction. Thank you.

David T Lyons
1111 N Gulfstream Avenue, Apt 18E
Sarasota, FL 34236

mailto:d.thornton.lyons@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Harold Twait
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:02:22 PM

          Hello David:...........................
          What is the big deal of   NOT  having the Florida Panthers
on the
Endangered Species List.  With approximately only 250 cats in
the whole 
state this should be a NO BRAINIER.  How many of these
beautiful animals
will be hunted and killed each year for someones trophy if they
are taken                 off the ESL ???    Please keep them on the list.
Harold Twait

-- 
Harold [aka Harry] Twait

mailto:woodbutcher100@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: ronm430@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:57:05 PM

Protect them.

mailto:ronm430@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: jaesco
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:54:43 PM

Yes, the Panther DESERVES every bit of protection we can provide. Save and Protect the
Florida Panther.
Bill Emilius, Sarasota, Florida.

Sent from Samsung tablet

mailto:jaesco@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Richard Bauman
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:44:29 PM

Good afternoon Mr. Shindle:

Protecting our native wildlife is extremely important in keeping our Florida as a proactive
state. The Florida Panther, as you well know, is down to about 250 individuals in the entire
state of Florida! It can be too easy to see this top predator disappear in our lifetime due to
poaching, automobile encounters and upset farmers.

Please use the good offices of the Florida Wildlife Service to ensure that the Florida Panther is
here, not just for me and my children, but for my grandchildren and beyond.

Thank your for your time and consideration.

Richard Bauman

   
   
   Richard "Richie" Bauman
   Realtor®, Signature Realty Associates
   
   baumanrc@gmail.com
   www.richieshappyhomes.com
   facebook.com/richieshappyhomes
   www.showingnew.com/richiebauman

   Making happy homes, one house at a time!

   Your best compliment is a referral!

   Call / text / email anytime as I'm here for you!

mailto:baumanrc@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.richieshappyhomes.com/
http://facebook.com/richieshappyhomes
http://www.showingnew.com/richiebauman


From: FC
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:42:37 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I am writing to ask you to do everything you can to protect the endangered Florida Panther.

Not only are these animals beautiful, they are part of the nature of Florida that all residents and visitors should know
is there, and hope to see in the wild (as I have on several occasions).

Thank you,

Fred Coppotelli
Bradenton, Florida

mailto:coppotelli@earthlink.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Tom Klein
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:36:06 PM

Dear Sir:
 
Please maintain protection of the Florida Panthers.
Respectfully,
Tom and Susan Klein
11157 Staveley Court
Venice, Florida 34293
United States of America
Email: mercator61@gmail.com
Telephone and Cell Phone: 6106557726
 
 
 

mailto:mercator61@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Suzanna Young
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:32:55 PM

YES, I strongly urge these beautiful animals should remain on the 
protected wild life list.

Even while we/you are trying to protect them, they are killed
on highways constantly …if not shot by ranchers or hunters.

We need to be funding erradication and pushing laws to quit
permitting importation of species foreign and dangerous to our ecology.  
The boas and pythins which were let loose by irresponsible people.  
….and they’re still sold!!

If  Mr.Buchanan wants to really do something, start at the core of
wild life problems.

Baby cubs of any type are a nice dinner to a huge python.

Florida is not keeping enough or big enough preserves.  Every”one”
deserves the right to a life, and our beautiful wild children are 
entitled as much as we are.

Thank you,
suzanna young
bradenton, fl

mailto:atyoungnelson@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Richard Appell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:31:49 PM

Please make it a priority to protect our Florida Panther from extinction by
keeping them on the endangered Species list. At the rate they are being killed
on our major highways we will be lucky to have them around another 10 years
and that is with the protection afforded by your agency.
 
Thanks for the consideration.
 
Richard S. Appell
Senior Vice President
Certified Military Home Specialist
Sabal Palm Bank              Click here to securely upload files.
735 E. Venice Ave.
Venice, Fl. 34285
NMLS#478666
Office 
Cell 
Fax 

NOTICE: This communication may contain confidential or other privileged information and has been sent in an unencrypted
format. If you are not the intended recipient, or believe that you have received this communication in error, please do not
print, copy, retransmit, disseminate, or otherwise use the information. Also, please indicate to the sender that you have
received this email in error, and delete the copy you received. Any communication that does not relate to official Sabal Palm
Bank business is that of the sender and is neither given nor endorsed by Sabal Palm Bank. Thank you.
 
 

mailto:rappell@sabalpalmbank.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://sabalpalmbank.sharefile.com/r/r4e7cd8b76f84dc08


From: Ronald Tucker
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:29:32 PM

Dear Sir, with only two hundred or so panthers left in Florida you must take the action
necessary to save the species from becoming extinct. Thank You, Ronald Tucker

Get Outlook for Android

mailto:tuckerswar@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://aka.ms/ghei36


From: Bob 1
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:21:52 PM

Sir:  Please leave these magnificent animals on the endangered species list.  There are only
250 left.
Sincerely,

Bob Leibecke      <><
ΜOΛOΝ ΛΑΒΕ  - Die Mönchskrieger  <><
Englewood FL

mailto:bigbobber11@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Prairie Rose
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:21:46 PM

I am writing to strongly urge you to continue to protect the Florida Panther under The Endangered
Species Act. Please widen your vision beyond just the next few years or even decades and envision
what you would like this planet to look and feel like for your grandchildren and generations of
grandchildren after that. 

If we do not take all the measures we can RIGHT NOW to save the wildlife that exists on this earth,
then we will be leaving a legacy of a planet with little to no wildlife. Is this the vision that you really
really really have in your heart? I have a suspicion that it's not, so please do the right thing, for future
generations of humans and animals!!!!

Sincerely,
Prairie Rose
Bradenton, FL 

mailto:butterpear@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marcela Nicol-Resendiz
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:21:06 PM

Yes!!!! our Florida Panthers must remain protected!

-Marcela Nicol
Parrish, FL

mailto:marcelalnicol@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Reon Onstine
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:18:37 PM

It is my understanding that you are collecting responses regarding the need to keep in the place
protection for the Florida Panther.  Be advised that this household strongly supports retaining
the Florida Panther under the endangered species act.

-- 
Reon Onstine

Virus-free. www.avg.com

mailto:onstiner@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.avg.com/email-signature?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail
http://www.avg.com/email-signature?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail


From: Jennifer Bennett
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:15:27 PM

Just wanted to add my voice to protect these panthers.  Thanks.
 
Jennifer Bennett
Cell:  (813) 
 

Virus-free. www.avast.com

mailto:bjen324@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient&utm_term=icon
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient&utm_term=link


From: Jack Wright
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:15:13 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle
 
I am a Florida resident living in Sarasota County since 1999.  Please keep the Florida Panthers on the
endangered list.  I have seen these beautiful cats near our golf course at TPC Prestancia, and there
are precious few in existence.  

Best regards,
Jack Wright
8560 Heron Lagoon Circle
Sarasota, Florida 34242

mailto:jackwright22@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gail Stern
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:11:49 PM

When you consider the ratio of panthers to humans in the State of Florida it is ridiculous to
change anything about the endangered listing of these beautiful animals that are representative
of our state. Please do not let the relisting take place.
Gail Stern 

mailto:gail1muse@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: marissa Jimenez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:20:59 PM

Hello David I recently just saw a video on Florida panthers being endangered but now put as threatened. My Florida
panther should be very productive because it represents who we are. We have schools here in Miami that the
mascout it's self is a panther and it's only right that we try our hardest to protect these beautiful animals.
                                
                                           ~ Marissa Jimenez
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:marissajimenez0525@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kristal Roebuck
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 12:16:58 PM

 
Dear David Shindle,

I am writing to you on behalf of the Florida Panthers. They need our protection. Right now
they are facing increasing threats from loss of habitat, from degradation of habitat due to
development and from people who want to shoot cougars. The entire population is only
around 200 animals. Please help them remain healthy and viable as a beautiful Florida
representative of wildlife. They are important from an ecological standpoint to sustain the
balance of nature. Most of the cougars have already been wiped out from the East Coast and
the only population left here is the small population of Florida Panthers. Please save them
from extinction. They are a vital part of Florida nature, culture and history. Please help
preserve Florida Panthers as a vital part of Florida heritage. Thank you.

Best Regards,

Kristal Roebuck

mailto:kristalroebuck@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sally Gonzalez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:50:29 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle, 
I want to see continued protection for Panthers. Many years ago I got to see one of these
beautiful animals in North Florida. It was a rare gift. Please keep them on the list of protected
species. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Sally Gonzalez

mailto:williston0@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jennifer Palladini
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 5:03:41 PM

Hello.

I am writing to urge you to maintain endangered species protections for the Florida Panther. 
The species is still in recovery, the population, through growing, remains low, and occurs over
only a tiny fraction of its historic range, ~5%.  Our nation's iconic wildlife is part of our
national heritage, and our goal should be to restore wildlife populations to their full historic
range, not maintain them at critically low numbers. 

Thank you,
Jennifer Palladini

mailto:jennifer.palladini@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Mairo De Leon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 1:00:36 PM

I know this situation is hard for all of you guys. I hope the laws to keep the Panthers alive gets improve
and people stop killing this animals. This animal is part of our culture here in Florida and it will be a
shame to let it die. Keep up the good work and don't let this poor animals make their way to extinction. 

mailto:mairodl@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: SConway
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 12:30:49 AM

As our natural habitat is dwindling throughout our state, it would be a sad day to risk losing be 
by changing the designation of the Florida panther. As developmental sprawl alters our 
landscape, protections for these endangered animals become more critical than ever.

I am hoping that there is no weakening of protections for the Florida panther. It would be a 
decision that could result in an irreversible outcome. Please do everything to protect Florida 
national wildlife.

Thank you. I look hopefully forward to a favorable outcome.

Sharon Conway
Hope Courage Action

mailto:dreamer@cfl.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Gail
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 2:29:38 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
I know your office will be revisiting the endangered status of the Florida panthers. The population is so low, only an
estimated 220 cats living in the wild and an average of those two panthers a month die on the southwest Florida
roads where designated wildlife crossings haven't been put in.  Please so not change their status of endangered.  We
should be working to increase their numbers and lessen their fatalities on roadways with corridors for them to hunt
and breed and wildlife crossings on major roadways.  The Florida panther is a symbol of our state, our commitment
to protect our wildlife. These beautiful cats have existed here long before theme parks, huge planned communities
and massive roadways, we should do everything we can that they will remain part of Florida.  Thank you Gail
Whitfield

mailto:gwhitfield55@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Melanie Miranda
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 5:14:04 PM

    Dear, David Shindle

        I've heard about the thought of the Florida panthers being moved from their
'endangered' category. I believe this is a wrong thing to do. Although, we do need more
space in our state for the new people who move here, we shouldn't take it out on the
panthers, or any animal for that matter. We should not hurt them, but gently send them
farther away from the territory. There is about two-hundred panthers and when you think
about it, that's not a very big number in this case.
        My biology teacher had told me when he was in middle school there were only 20
panthers. If we start considering panthers as a threat instead of endangered, people will
hurt them and kill them more often. Not only people, but other predators as well. The cycle
will repeat itself. The american alligators were once endangered, but now there are
thousands of them in Florida. That obviously would have not happened if they were
considered a threat around the time there were about two-hundred.
        My point is we should keep the panthers as an endangered species for now, until
there's a much larger amount of them. All lives matter, including animals! Please take my
advice into consideration.

Sincerely,

Melanie Miranda from Hialeah Gardens High School

mailto:mel041202@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: BEVERLY CARLSON
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 3:03:25 PM

Mr. Shindle,
I strongly oppose any downgrade to the protection of the extremely endangered Florida panthers.  The
animals need the highest level of protected status with only 230 animals and insufficient land being
provided for them to live.

The developers in Florida will never have enough land to satisfy their desire for more houses, buildings,
etc.  The Panthers need to be preserved not only for us but for future generations.

Do NOT reduce the protection for the panthers.  Save an animal that is unique to Florida and cannot live
in and around the continuing developments.

Thank you,
Beverly B. Evans
Orlando, FL

mailto:beverlycarlson@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: S. Repp
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 2:07:59 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle:

I am writing to you to strongly urge that the Florida panthers
continue to be protected as an endangered species.  These
beautiful creatures deserve our help as the human population
expands into their territory.  Losing this magnificent animal
would indeed be a tragedy and it can be avoided if we choose to
do the right thing and protect them. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Regards,

Susan Repp
1040 NW 96 Terrace
Pembroke Pines, FL 33024

mailto:orkids96@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Marguerite Strobel
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 11:59:29 AM

Sir:
As a resident of Florida for 38 years, I have followed the plight of almost extinction of the Florida panther.
 Just because their numbers have increased for now, does not warrant that they be removed from the
Endangered Species list and moved to a lesser category.  Their habitat is overwhelmingly South Florida
and is drastically decreasing.  If some unforeseen ecological event happened to the Florida panther that
began to cause its demise, it is a given that they could become extinct.  As a biologist with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, I believe it is your duty and obligation to protect those who have no voice.  I urge you
to stand up for this species and speak on its behalf - it has no voice - but you do.  Extinction is forever.  I
implore you to do the right thing.
Meg Strobel
Delray Beach, Florida

mailto:megstrobel@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Alesia King
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 6:08:13 PM

Hi Mr. David Shindle,
I am writing to express my concern about changing the protection status of the Florida Panther
from "endangered" to "threatened". 
I visited the Everglades in March of this year, and I had the rare opportunity to see one of
these magnificent creatures. Granted, it was for a short second driving down the highway, but
I deeply appreciated that moment knowing that there are so few of them left. 
Now, don't take the fact that I saw one as an indication of their triumphant comeback, rather
an indication of their ability to survive and thrive with a healthy, genetically diverse
population. Given the huge population decrease in the 70s, they have managed to increase
their population from near extinction. I believe that if protections are lifted, they will face near
extinction again. If protections were to be reenacted in the future, I doubt they will be nearly
as successful after a second bottleneck event. Maintaining and growing the protections they
currently have is the only way to protect Florida Panthers for future generations.
I hope other scientists and conservationists are writing in support of current panther
protections, for the good of biodiversity and maintaining protected land for biodiversity.

Best,
Alesia King

mailto:kingam@uindy.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lawnick, Stephen M.
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 5:26:18 PM

I am writing to vehemently oppose weakening protections for the Florida panther. 

Estimations put the population at 230.  Encouraging over previous numbers, but hardly a
stampede.  After all the effort that has gone into recovering the panther population, it seems
rash to weaken protections just because there is now a bit more hope that it might actually
survive.

If anything, you should be working to increase the amount of protected territory available to
the panther, and other animals that are getting squeezed out of places to live.  Developers in
Collier county are asking for exemptions to federal protections for panthers so they can build. 
Exemptions?  I thought they were why the land is protected in the first place.

I know the current trend is to deregulate.  But money isn't everything.  Allowing a species to
be squeezed into extinction would seem to be the highest crime of stewardship.  Things are at
a tipping point; let us act on the right side.

Steve Lawnick
Columbia MO

mailto:lawnicks@missouri.edu
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: chopinfan@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 10:38:59 AM

Hello,
I am totally against any hunting of any wild cat whether it is a Fl Panther or any other
like breed. With the number of animals being killed on the highways increasing why
would ANYONE even consider hunting these animals to control their population?
Please vote no on this issue!!!!!

Janette Rambow
6901 14th Ave No
St. Petersburg, FL 33710

mailto:chopinfan@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: sandra kathleen buffaloe
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 10:15:25 AM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

PLEASE keep the Florida Panther on the endangered species list. With only about 230
Panthers left in the wild, WHY in heaven's name would we  not want to preserve them.  It
would be a forever SHAME to let them go extinct. If anything, MORE LAND
CONSERVATION needs to be set aside. We have enough houses and apartments effacing our
lovely state!

 Thank you, sir.

Sincerely,
Kathy  Buffaloe

mailto:skbuffaloe@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Antonina Zummo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 8:33:49 AM

Sent from my iPad

Please do not allow our Florida Panthers to be removed from the endangered species status. 

Thank you, Antonina Zummo

mailto:krzylady@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: toni sobr
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 7:58:13 PM

Mr. Shindle,

I am completely against changing the Florida panthers's status from endangered to threatened.
Florida is truly the most diverse eco system within the United States mainland. Developers are
constantly destroying habitats of our wildlife. There were more panthers killed than born. It is
an impossibile fantasy to believe the panthers are reproducing in numbers to outweigh this
loss. They must be protected and more land needs to be allocated as protected for our beautiful
panthers.  Please keep them on the endangered list, if you don't,  they will soon be on the
extinct list. 

Antoinette Sobr

mailto:tsobr05@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Walt Jay O"Brien
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 4:09:11 PM

Sir, I encourage you keep the endangered status in place for the Florida Panther. Besides the obvious low number of
animals left and their higher death rate than birth rate it is the elimination of habitat that threatens these iconic
creatures. thanks.
Walt O'Brien
1418 SW 18th Terrace
Cape Coral, Fl 33991

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:walt.jay.obrien@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Penny Arbulu
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 2:43:29 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle: Someone needs to stand up for the last 230 Panthers that exist in
the state of Florida.  Do we really, really need another shopping mall, grocery store,
or development?  Maybe you can get someone to come to the Everglades and stop
the spread of the Boa Constrictors that are still allowed in the Country.  Why?  Tell the
lobbyists no;  and take a stand.  You stand between the Panther and their total
extinction. 
 
Thank you
Penny J. Arbulu

mailto:Penny@eisingerlaw.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Courtney Shea
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 12:23:32 PM

As the FWS reviews the endangered status of the Florida panthers, I want to add my comments that the
highest level of protection should be offered to panthers. I have worked extensively in South Florida and
continue to travel there frequently. I have yet to encounter a panther, but desire to see one.  More
importantly, I desire to know that they are a part of the wilderness equation in the Everglades regions of
South Florida.  They are one of the Endangered Species Act success stories!  Because of the high levels
of habitation and recreational use of that area, there will always be pressures on the tiny population. Their
existence remains precarious and should be protected.  Courtney Shea  3926 Beverly Place, Knoxville,
TN 37918  

mailto:courtshea@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Nancy Reidler
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 9:22:29 AM

Please do not change the Florida panther protection law!!!!! Thankyou, a lifetime Florida resident in Southern Fl.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:largopelly@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Nicole Mazzara
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 18, 2017 10:12:37 AM

Dear David Shindle,

I am writing to let you know that as a citizen of the state of Florida, I value Florida’s wild heritage
and we want our panthers protected.  Please keep their endangered species protections in place.

Thank you so much,

-- 
Nicole Mazzara, Certified FPR (Florida Professional Reporter) and
Notary Public

mailto:nmmazzara@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Stacy Bursuk
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 17, 2017 9:35:38 PM

Our majestic state animal, although having had somewhat of a rebound due to conservation
efforts, is still under threat from dwindling habitat and other collisions with man. We should
treasure this native gift for respecting the predator can also help protect everything from the
balance of prey to the quality of our environment. Please do not allow this species to be de-
listed from protections or any "incidental take" permits. Responsible stewardship of our land
must include limiting the encroach of sprawl on the natural resources of our uniquely rich
state. Biodiversity is important for a variety of reasons that will still be important long after
today. Again, please help protect our Florida Panthers. 

Thank you, 

Stacy Bursuk MS, RD, CSO
Area code: 32751 

mailto:stacybursuk@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: leslie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Thursday, August 17, 2017 8:19:31 PM

Hi David:

Count me as one who feels the endangered FL panther is worth fighting for at all costs. We took over and made
roads through key habitat, so many lives lost on roads alone every year. They should be preserved with pride, a
symbol of FL wildlife, a keystone species. I can't even bear to think about them becoming extinct. A friend of mine
is working at Ashton Biological Preserve, getting contiguous tracts of land preserved for native flora and fauna. We
need to be doing the same for the panthers.

Best, Leslie Clifton

Sent from my iPad

mailto:talleyworld@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: carol mitchell
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 1:57:14 PM

Hi Mr. Shindle, I am leader of a group Abolish Trophy and Canned Hunting. We have over 3k members.
We would like you to protect the panthers. Soon like most big cats they may be extinct. Please do not
allow this to happen.
Thank You
Carol Mitchell

mailto:cmitchell1917@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: worksitesolution@cox.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 10:55:10 AM

Good Morning: I had read the article in our local paper,Star Banner here in Ocala Flordia regarding removal of the 
endangered status for the Florida Panther.  It is our official state animal and not many exits .  It is a dismal and sad
thought that this would even be considered  since there are not many left in the wild.  'Please' take a stand against
removing this status for such a beautiful animal.  I have only been able to see a Florida Panther at our state fair
where the Fish and Wildlife had an exhibit.  Thank you for your consideration in this matter.  Sincerely Linda
Roettele
--
MAKE IT A GOOD DAY! LINDA

mailto:worksitesolution@cox.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Richard Kaetzel
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 10:34:38 PM

Mr. Shindle (and all involved parties at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service):

I beg you not to downgrade or eliminate the protected status of the Florida panther. We have been to many wildlife
sanctuaries and seen these beautiful creatures and we have learned that they are already well on their way to
extinction due to humans decimating their habitat and due to inbreeding because of their already incredibly low
numbers in the wild. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should be doing everything in its power to help boost this
population of a native species to our state, and should in no way be considering removing protections. Increasing
protections is the only thing that the U.S. FWS should be considering. 

I hope that you make the right decision here. The world has already lost so many species due to humans. Please
don't help hasten the extinction of these incredible native animals. 

Sincerely, 

-- 
Richard Kaetzel
Phone: (859) 
Email: Richardkaetzel@gmail.com

mailto:richardkaetzel@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Joni Clark Stellar
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 9:46:46 AM

I am appalled at even the consideration of delisting the Florida panther from protected status.
These animals are the very epitome of ENDANGERED. Numbering in mere hundreds, they
NEED every protection humans can offer. 
Please  ensure continued full protections continue for these magnificent and critically
endangered animals. Top tier predators are essential to maintaining balance in any ecosystem.

mailto:clarkstellar@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Cerys Turner
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 6:37:33 AM

Every living, sentient being has the right to freedom in their natural environment. It is your duty to ensure that the
Florida panther is protected in an environment that is growing increasingly hostile to its presence. As humans, have
we not already done enough? We have butchered countless species for their land, hunted millions for so called
'sport'  and slaughtered a gargantuan number purely for our own gluttony. If it is all you can do, just leave the
panthers be.

Yours faithfully,
Cerys Turner

mailto:cerys.rihannon@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Wanda Vaughan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 11:43:01 PM

How can this happen?!  They must remain protected!  

Concerned Floridian

mailto:tigerbaby0915@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Daniel Kirouac
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 8:52:41 PM

Sent from my iPad Tracy Kirouac please kept our Florida Panthers on the endangered species act   I lived in Florida
15 years and never saw one, that's how extinct they are going.leave them for our grand children to enjoy,and for
future generations to come. Thank you, I know you will do what's right Mrs. Kirouac.

mailto:tracy.kirouac@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Joseph W. H.
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 8:29:37 PM

Good Afternoon - My name is Joseph

I have been keeping up on the issue of the federal government relaxing it's protection of the
Florida Panther. If this happens, the Florida Panther will for sure be doomed to extinction. I
am a 3rd Generation Floridian who has seen my State's Natural Heritage ie Flora &
Fauna decrease in size and numbers due to unchecked development and wreckless ranching &
farming practises. Big Cats like the Florida Panther need lots of room to keep their species
going; they can't be contained, protected or expected to increase in numbers in small parks or
preserves where interactions and altercations with humans is inevitable. Please take into
serious considerations the e-mails you are getting concerning keeping in place the strict
regulations protecting this Magnificant Big Cat and Part of Florida's Wild Heritage. 

Regards
Joseph W. Holness / USAF (Ret.)

mailto:atwilightdragon@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ann Green
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 3:11:59 PM

Please protect the Florida panther!

Thank you,

Ann Green

mailto:annieoki2@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lynn Fitch
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 1:19:46 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

Sixty-five years ago I was born in Cocoa Beach Florida. I have gone back many times to visit family and 
friends. I am writing you today to express my concern about the de-listing of Florida Panthers and 
allowing them to be hunted and killed.
I have done some research and I know your intentions are good, but please take a moment to read the 
following and do what you can to protect these creatures before it is too late. 
Thank you very much for your time, if you have any questions or want to contact me, my information is 
below.
Lynn Fitch

 / urselynne@gmail.com

For every human living in Florida, there are 0.00001117 Florida panthers in existence.
Florida's population grows to roughly 20.6 million and the Florida panther population has dwindled 
to about 230, mostly due to habitat destruction. 
Environmentalists and animal welfare advocates say there is absolutely no scientific basis for the 
proposed de-listing of Florida's official state animal.
The Florida Panther was first federally protected as an endangered subspecies via the Department 
of the Interior in 1967, well before President Richard Nixon signed the Endangered Species Act 
(the Florida panther was given protection in 1973).
Kate McFall of The Humane Society of the United State's Florida leg noted how the number of 
panthers killed by speeding cars grows every years, and how southwest Florida, their last 
population center, is the site of aggressive development.
"Panthers are particularly vulnerable to human threats due to their already-low numbers and 
because they require large ranges," McFall wrote in a July 20 op-ed in the Bradenton 
Herald. "Biologists know that the leading cause of species extinction around the world is habitat 
loss and human persecution. With developers encroaching more dramatically in southwest Florida, 
the panthers need the protection the Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."

mailto:urselynne@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:urselynne@gmail.com
http://www.cltampa.com/arts-entertainment/travel-leisure/article/20858328/here-kitty-kitty-kitty-hope-for-florida-panthers
http://www.bradenton.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/article162665848.html
http://www.bradenton.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/article162665848.html


From: Michelle MacKenzie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 12:24:49 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I am extremely concerned about the possibility that USFWS could downgrade or eliminate the protected status of
the Florida panther. Florida’s panther population is only 230 and this is primarily due to habitat loss. Panthers’ last
population center r- in southwest Florida - is the center of dramatically increased development, destroying even
more habitat. Further, mortality due to vehicle crashes increases every single year. With these increased threats to
the species’ survival, it is very important that panthers remain fully protected under the Endangered Species Act.

Please follow the best available science and keep Florida’s tiny population of panthers protected.

Sincerely

Michelle Mackenzie
980 Berkeley Ave
Menlo Park, CA

mailto:michellehmackenzie@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ron O. Edwards
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 9:09:43 AM

Please do not delist the Florida panther from protected status.
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:Ron_O_Edwards@msn.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Sanna Saare
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 8:16:36 PM

Please do not remove these beautiful animals from the endangered list.  Please keep
Florida Panthers federally protected.
Thank you,
Sincerely,
Sanna Saare
12515 NW 244th Terrace
High Springs, FL 32643

 - home landline

mailto:sannagraphics@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Patricia Blaha
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 7:42:04 PM

Please do not remove the protective status for the last few of these top predator animals.

It is unthinkable

Patricia Blaha
Cocoa, Florida

mailto:patricia.blaha@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: David Scalia
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 12:31:29 PM

Please save the Florida Panthers.
 
Regards.
 
David Scalia
Estate Manager
Banyan Ridge Condo Association

 

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use
by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that
any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by
Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more
useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out
more Click Here.

mailto:David@BanyanRidge.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
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Just a few days are left to weigh in on
the possible delisting of the Florida
panther
After 40 years of conservation efforts — and despite a population barely numbering in the
hundreds — feds are considering lifting protections for the big cats.

KATE BRADSHAW AUG 10, 2017 8 PM

2  Tweet Share

From: Kristal Roebuck
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 11:03:45 AM

 
Dear David Shindle,

I am asking you to keep Florida Panthers protected and not to delist them. They are a crucial part of
the Florida ecosystem and Florida heritage. To lose them due to real estate developers' greed and
financial interests is to lose a vital part of what makes Florida so diverse and amazing. Cougars need
land to roam where they can live and raise their families. They are an important part of the ecological
 balance of land and animals and to lose them would upset the balance of nature. Cougars are solitary
animals and avoid people. They don't want any trouble. They just want to raise their family and live a
quiet life. That sounds like a good neighbor to me. Coexistence is possible and has been happening
very peacefully for many years now. Please don't wipe out a beautiful animal because developers want
to build more subdivisions and unnecessary shopping centers. It would be a terrible loss to everyone.
Thank you for listening.

Sincerely,

Kristal Roebuck

http://www.cltampa.com/home/contact/20766262/kate-bradshaw
http://www.cltampa.com/news-views/environment/article/20972235/there-are-just-a-few-days-left-to-weigh-in-on-the-possible-delisting-of-the-florida-panther#platformComments
mailto:kristalroebuck@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
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FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In case you're wondering whether or not it's absurd that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service could potentially downgrade or eliminate the protected status of the Florida
panther, consider the following:

For every human living in Florida, there are 0.00001117 Florida panthers in existence.

Florida's population grows to roughly 20.6 million and the Florida panther population has
dwindled to about 230, mostly due to habitat destruction, what with our tendency to drain and
mangle the landscape to make way for another Pizza Hut or whatever excites exurbia these
days.

Environmentalists and animal welfare advocates say there is absolutely no scientific basis for
the proposed de-listing of Florida's official state animal.

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/opinion/os-ed-florida-panther-endangered-defenders-of-wildlife-interview-20170725-story.html
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/opinion/os-ed-florida-panther-endangered-defenders-of-wildlife-interview-20170725-story.html


The Florida Panther was first federally protected as an endangered subspecies via the
Department of the Interior in 1967, well before President Richard Nixon signed the
Endangered Species Act (the Florida panther was given protection in 1973).

Kate McFall of The Humane Society of the United State's Florida leg noted how the number of
panthers killed by speeding cars grows every years, and how southwest Florida, their last
population center, is the site of aggressive development.

"Panthers are particularly vulnerable to human threats due to their already-low numbers and
because they require large ranges," McFall wrote in a July 20 op-ed in the Bradenton Herald.
"Biologists know that the leading cause of species extinction around the world is habitat loss
and human persecution. With developers encroaching more dramatically in southwest Florida,
the panthers need the protection the Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."

Adding insult to injury is the fact that Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
officials looked into making it OK to "take" (read: kill) panthers that encroached on human
territory (as if the inverse weren't the problem).

http://www.cltampa.com/arts-entertainment/travel-leisure/article/20858328/here-kitty-kitty-kitty-hope-for-florida-panthers
http://www.bradenton.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/article162665848.html
http://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/post/fwc-commissioner-others-ask-legal-protection-take-panthers-while-developing-land#stream/0


From: slg423
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 9:27:43 AM

Please do not deliver the Florida panther from endangered species list!  They will disappear
forever if that happens!!!

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S® 6, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:slg423@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Rebecca Bravo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 8:32:12 AM

Hello,
I am a concerned party regarding your possible changes in laws regarding Florida Panthers. Please please please
help save these animals and do not let people shoot or harm these majestic creatures!
Rebecca

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rebeccabravo@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: alexis.font
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 1:58:57 AM

Hello

I'm born and lived my whole life in Florida, what I love the most here it's its diversity and
especially its wildlife. 
I want the Florida's Panthers to remain protected at any cause, because they are essential and
we love them here.

Thank you 

Mr Alex Font

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

mailto:alexis.font@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: samhanlj@aim.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 1:46:44 AM

The effort to delist Florida panthers is a sop from corrupt politicians to the real estate industry!  Panthers
wander over a wide range, and development must be halted where they are found.  With only 230
panthers the species will be lucky to survive; that is barely a sustainable population, so taking them off
the endangered list is a cruel joke. We have more than enough development, but not nearly enough
panthers!

Sincerely,

Lauren Johnson
Winter Springs, FL

mailto:samhanlj@aim.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Tanya Burt
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 9:11:04 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,
I would like my voice heard on the issue of the current status of the Florida Panther. I
urge you not to remove the protection status of the Florida Panther. Humanity seems
to have lost all common sense, compassion and kindness. You have the power to do
the right thing here.
These incredible animals deserve our protection, as humans encroach more and
more on their habitats. Killed by cars, killed by lack of food, etc.... please, do not
remove them!

I live in Pasco County, Florida.

Thank you,

Tanya M Burt
Cell: 
Email: tanya.burt11@yahoo.com

Virus-free. www.avast.com

mailto:tanya.burt11@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail&utm_term=icon
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=webmail&utm_term=link


From: maritza miranda
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 6:47:44 PM

After reading a few articles regarding the attempt to stop the protection of our Florida Panthers
who has been in place for almost 40 years and as of today their numbers are in the hundreds. I
think it will criminal to di list them.  It is public knowledge that we do not have an enormous
amount of Panthers to support the di list.  Please don't sabotage the slowly progress our
Panthers population has made until now.  Please don't.    

Sincerely,

Maritza Miranda

mailto:maritza.mrnd@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: quinnjl@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 5:57:57 PM

Good afternoon,

I am writing to you today as a  lifelong resident of Florida, more than 60 years, and my absolute dismay
that I should have to be writing an email to anyone on the subject of removing panthers from the
protections they have.  More than 35 years ago, when there were maybe 10 Florida panthers left in the
world, I had the indescribable experience of seeing one in the wild.  I will never forget it.  Now that we
have such a large (sarcasm) population of approximately 230, it is cruel and irresponsible to consider de-
listing them as an endangered, protected species, solely for the purpose of a group of rich, entitled people
who want to make a ton of money developing the panther habitat and have planned, it appears to me
anyhow, to create a paper trail of their cattle being killed and infiltrating their way into the Florida Wildlife
Commission to achieve their true purpose. (I have followed certain individuals actions in the news for a
number of years.) These beautiful, iconic animals belong to the people of the state of Florida and are one
of truly wild animals left here, and all care should be taken to ensure it remains that way as a legacy to
our children.  When they are gone, they are gone forever.  It's on you.  Thousands upon thousand of
Floridians do not want these animals protected status taken away.  Please listen to us.

SIncerely,

Janet Quinn
Oakland Park, Florida  33334

mailto:quinnjl@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lynn Pierson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 5:54:58 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I would like to add my name for strong support of maintaining keeping the Florida panther on
the endangered list. It is clear that their environment continues to be fragile and vulnerable,
which can be easily documented by the number of panther deaths by automobiles.

The situation for the panther, much less other vulnerable Florida species, will continue to
remain uncertain until a complete wildlife corridor is committed to and in place.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Lynn Pierson
1614 Kismet Ct.
Tarpon Springs FL 34689

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad

mailto:pierson.lynnf@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://yho.com/footer0


From: Maria Kazouris
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 4:49:00 PM

I find it preposterous that FWC would so much as consider delisting or
allowing the kill of Florida Panthers.  These beautiful animals like so much
of Florida's landscape and nature are threatened to excess by human
overpopulation and encroachment.  

FWC's efforts and dollars should be spent in fact protecting these animals
by focusing on strict prosecution for poaching or other violations ex
harvesting palmetto berries, establishing more animal overpasses/segways,
and establishing much stricter code enforcement laws in order to
limit encroachment for ex. requiring parking garages as opposed to parking
lots that waste land and opportunity for water to reach the aquifer and
require the reserve of land for every square foot developed.   

Cordially, 

Maria Kazouris, Esq.
PO Box 10834
Tallahassee, FL 32302
Ph:  
Fx: 

http://legalresults.net/

mailto:mariakazouris@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://legalresults.net/


From: Anette Nixon
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 2:33:36 PM

I oppose the Florida Panther being down listed,  and I also oppose any idea of having a Florida
Panther Hunt. I have been going to the FWC meetings long enough and I know that is where
this is headed.
"Panthers are particularly vulnerable to human threats due to their
already-low numbers and because they require large ranges,"
McFall wrote in a July 20 op-ed in the Bradenton Herald. "Biologists
know that the leading cause of species extinction around the world is
habitat loss and human persecution. With developers encroaching more
dramatically in southwest Florida, the panthers need the protection the
Endangered Species Act provides more than ever."

I thank you for your time.
Anette Nixon
Jacksonville, Fl

mailto:anettenixon@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://www.bradenton.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/article162665848.html


From: Bonita Agan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 1:09:58 PM

Please do no de-list Florida Panthers as an endangered species. The only action that should be
taken is to protect and preserve their habitat. 
Thank you.
Bonnie Agan
St. Petersburg, FL 

mailto:bonnie@bonnieagan.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: theresa siskind
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 10:20:08 AM

Hi Mr Shindle,

The Florida Panther, as you know, is in a very precarious position.

Fragmented habitat, encroaching development , dwindling gene pool, genetic defects, effects
of climate change, ill will from ranchers and fatalities from motorists
have all played a significant part in their endangered status..

We need a robust plan to save them. Establishing wildlife corridors and wildlife crossings is a
must. Compensation to ranchers for loss of cattle is a very useful tool
to ensure goodwill.

Our state has always been known for it's wildlife and tourism is a big part of our income.
When we save panther habitat, we're also protecting numerous species
including another Florida icon, the black bear.

The efforts of wildlife biologists working hard in the field (over the decades) to gather
information, collar these panthers in difficult terrain and in unbearable heat, facing threats
from rattle snakes and alligators, should also be kept in mind. This is their life's work, and
should be rewarded!

In closing, at one time, the Florida black Wolf, once roamed our state. It went extinct, because
of development and lack of conservation science. We have no excuse now. As for the
population of panthers left, I fear that the more conservative count of around 180 is probably
more accurate than the 230, mentioned in some estimates. So please, Mr. Shindle, as you
know, our panthers need full protections, if they are to survive, and hopefully one day, thrive!!

Humanely,

Theresa Siskind RN

St Petersburg FL

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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From: Sue Njus
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 9:48:51 AM

I value Florida’s wild heritage and I want our panthers protected.  Please do what is necessary to
preserve their only viable habitat left in Big Cypress Swamp.  Man has been invading so much of the
Panther and Scrub Jay habitats just to name a few. Stop building everywhere!

Sincerely,
Sue Njus

mailto:suenjus@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: morrishannemann.morris@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 7:17:22 AM

     Please for the love of all natural things do not remove this animal from being protection. In protecting them we
preserve so many other things. Animals, land, water and plants from human encroachment. All the natural things we
love about this land is being dug up, tarred over and polluted by us
    Thank you for your consideration of this matter.
                                    Gloria Hannemann
                                      2580 N. Lakefront Dr.
                                         Hernando, Fl 34442

Sent from my iPad

mailto:morrishannemann.morris@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Judy Garson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Wednesday, August 9, 2017 9:31:16 PM

Please count my family's input on the necessity of keeping the Florida Panthers on the endangered species list.  On
of the main reasons our family visits Florida as much as we do, is the natural elements like the panthers and wolf
sanctuaries, Everglades and wildlife.  We dont come to spend our money because we are interested in concrete and
high rises.  We have that at home.  The Panther population is shrinking.  Each year, there are more deaths then
births, due to loss of territory and the small number of young predators (except humans) normally have.  Keeping on
the endangered species list is crucial to keeping them at least partially safe.  When the wolves went off the list,
hunters would wait by the boundaries of Denali Park in Alaska, and shoot the wolves that crossed the invisible line. 
When I was there, an alpha pair had just been killed, leaving their small pack in bad shape.  There were inly five
packs left in the entire park. Some with numbers as low as five, none with more then 20 wolves, thanks to going off
the list.
Please continue to protect the Florida Panthers, your wildlife is your biggest tourist attraction.
What we lose thru ignorance, we cannot regain in nature.  Thank you, Judith Garson and family

mailto:jmgarson47@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sally Rodriguez
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 6, 2017 5:38:07 PM

Dear Mr.  Shindle:

My husband and I moved to Florida in March of this year.  One of the things that we love
about Florida is all of the wildlife.  There are bears, turkeys, bobcats, gopher turtles, rabbits
and squirrels in our subdivision.  We have seen all kinds of wild animals as we have traveled
all around Florida.  I grew up on a farm and have seen more wild animals here than I did when
I was a kid.  Please do not let Florida's panther be taken off the endangered species list. 
Florida's many parks and native animals are one of the reasons we moved here.  We chose
Florida over North Carolina where our grandchildren live.  We love Florida and we love all of
its animals.  Please help save the panther.

Sincerely,

Sally Rodriguez
sallyendersrodriguez@gmail.com

mailto:sallyendersrodriguez@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:sallyendersrodriguez@gmail.com


From: jfcappy1
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 6, 2017 12:32:41 PM

Dear Sir:

I understand that the Government is reviewing the endangered status of our beloved Florida
Panther.

I implore you to consider the dangers Panthers across Florida meet each day. 
Please help continue to preserve the efforts made thus far to save them from extinction. 

Respecfully,
Janet Cappy
Naples. FL.

Sent from my Verizon 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:jfcappy1@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Ronnie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 12:43:23 AM

David,

I would encourage the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to keep Florida
panthers on the endangered species list. After doing a lot of reading and
research, I realize there appears to be no scientific justification to do
otherwise.

Thank you,
Ronnie Poplock
Collier County resident

mailto:ron599@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jeff Krebs
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida panthers, endangered species
Date: Saturday, August 12, 2017 10:22:28 AM

Hello I am Jeff Krebs, Daytona Beach resident for the last 5 years.

If we have reached the recovery goal laid out for panthers as part of their listing as an endangered species then I
support delisting.

If we have not reached the recovery goal why is there a proposal to delist? And I would not be in favor of delisting.

Please be cautious in filing to delist the Florida panthers, do not fall into the same problems Michigan has run into
with the Wolf. Such mistakes as improper paperwork among other things has led to expensive legal battles that
consume too much of the Michigan DNR budget. Years of un-ended listening of the wolf as an endangered species
has lead to a surge in this predators population far above the recovery goal; as well as an angry group of constituents
in the upper peninsula who feel forced into poaching to protect their livestock and way of life from the increasing
danger.
Be wary of these pitfalls as you proceed.
Thank you.
-Jeff Krebs 

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:fishbrain14@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Patricia Petrie
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers....
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:43:24 PM

My husband and I have been property owners in Sanibel since 1991 and are
Florida residents.  We both feel that the panther should stay on the Endangered
Species List.  We have seen developers take more and more of Florida's
Wildlife habitat.  Florida panthers need the protection that this designation
Affords.     Thank you.....    Patricia Petrie and Jack Petrie

Tricia

mailto:sblpetrie@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sue Johnson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers....every species is part of the richness of humanity! Please work, for us all, for the recovery of

the Florida Panther!
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:39:06 PM

mailto:blueheronsue@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Evi Mobbs
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 11:36:14 PM

Dear David,

Please continue to protect the Florida Panther and the environment/habitat needed to sustain this species. It would be
truly criminal to allow this species to go the way of so many others and become extinct. I understand the dangers,
costs and possible failures that are inherent in this effort. But please try. It is important to us Floridians and we will
be held accountable for our present choices in this regard,  by our children and future generations.
Thank you.
Evelyne Mobbs
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

Sent from my iPad

mailto:evimobbs@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Buckley, Mark
To: David Shindle (david_shindle@fws.gov)
Subject: Florida Panthers/ Endangered Status
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 1:12:15 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Mr. Shindle,
 
I am contacting you regarding the endangered status of the Florida Panther. I would like to weigh in
during the public comment period for the US Fish and Wildlife Service and its 5 year review.  While I
reside in Massachusetts I do own a property in Florida for my elderly mother in law who is stricken
with Parkinson’s disease and brother in law in Naples FL very close to Florida Panther habitat. I am
also employed as the VP Sustainability for Staples Inc, however am contacting you not in that
capacity , but as a private citizen. However in my current sustainability role I have had the very good
fortune of engaging in forest and habitat protection and restoration programs including the Boreal
Business Forum ,Boreal Forest Agreement in Canada http://cbfa-efbc.ca/boreal-business-forum/ ,
The Carbon Canopy http://www.carboncanopy.com/ ,  Appalachian Woodlands Alliance
  http://www.appwoodlands.com/ in the SE US and Advisory Board for  Belantara Foundation
 http://belantarafoundation.org/   a large scale forest restoration project in Indonesia. I would like to
be very clear that I mention my involvement in these other projects only for context, associated with
biological  ecosystem conservation and restoration programs. I am not representing  my company
Staples, Inc and that my comments do not at all reflect any company point of view, but instead those
of a concerned private citizen.  
 
I am concerned about changing the current endangered status of the Florida Panther at this time. It
is my understanding that the recovery goals for the Florida Panther is to establish three viable
populations of 240 panthers each. Given the territorial requirements for male panthers of 200
square miles and females of 75 square miles intact habitat is critical to achieving those goals. Current
estimates through TNC, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and others estimate the
current populations at between 120-230 individuals in total. Clearly well below the desired goal of
three distinct populations of 240 individuals or more. Concerns about lack of these distinct
geographically dispersed populations and limiting genetic diversity would appear to be a concern for
the existing population. This coupled with road kill mortality of 25 and 42 individuals in 2015 and
2016 respectively would seem to indicate that there are considerable pressures on the remaining
population and well short of the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s stated goals of three viable
populations of 240 individuals each. Given these facts I would encourage the US Fish and Wildlife
Service to maintain the current endangered status of the Florida Panther and protect critical habitat
for the existing and restored populations by critically evaluating proposed development projects ,
selectively permitting new construction and prioritizing the conservation of critical panther habitat in
Southwest Florida.
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of my concerns and comments.
 
Best Regards     
 
Mark F Buckley

mailto:mark.buckley@staples.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
http://cbfa-efbc.ca/boreal-business-forum/
http://www.carboncanopy.com/
http://www.appwoodlands.com/
http://belantarafoundation.org/



VP Sustainability
Staples Inc

 

 
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.
 
 



From: Bob Williams
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthers/Don"t Erode Protetion for Panthers
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 6:38:15 PM

Please do not downgrade the Florida Panther from "endangered." If anything, the state needs
to be purchasing more land for the panthers. We need to protect this animal and others like it.
Thanks.

Robert A. Williams
3739 Hasting Lane
Clermont, FL

mailto:bw51338@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sue Carol Benson
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Panthger
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:09:00 PM

Please consider keeping the Florida Panther in the Endangered list.  Anything you and your colleagues
can do to protect our state animal is important.
Thank You,
 
Sue Carol Benson
3920 Roberts Point Road
Sarasota, Fl 34242
fl.jayhawk@verizon.net

mailto:fl.jayhawk@verizon.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Hildegard Collins
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Pathet
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:34:36 AM

Please, please leave the Florida Panthers on the endangered species list.
Thank you

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:hildegard.collins54@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Kristina Roenbeck
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida Schools Panther Mascot Endangered!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:53:25 AM

Good Morning,

It is our duty to protect the habitat of these big cats for obvious reasons. Let's look at it from some other vantage
points, our children's school mascot, our home town hockey team mascot the awesome privilege as a state to even
call this majestic animal one of our own. We owe it to this great animal to preserve a space for them to live and
roam in a healthy happy environment that exists for all of us.

Thank you for you time and your urgency to stand up and protect our Florida Panther.

Kristina Roenbeck

mailto:earthloving@msn.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Nancy Payton
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: "wildfed@gmail.com" (wildfed@gmail.com); Preston Robertson; Sarah Owen Gledhill; Daniel.Smith@ucf.edu;

Diane Hines; Danny Gwynn-Shapiro
Subject: Florida Wildlife Federation - Comments on Five-Year Review of the Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:45:24 PM
Attachments: Florida Wildlife Federation Comments, Panther Five Year Review, 082017.pdf

August 29, 2017                                                             Comments sent by email and U.S. mail
 
 
David Shindle
South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
12085 State Road 29 S
Immokalee, Florida 34142
 
RE:       Five-Year Status Review of the Florida Panther
 
Dear Mr. Shindle:
 
The endangered Florida panther’s status does not meet the current criteria for reclassification
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and contained in the 2008 Florida Panther Recovery
Plan.
https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/Panther%20Recovery%20Plan.pdf
 
Interim Recovery Goal Not Met
 
Due to the challenging nature of attaining the recovery criteria, an interim recovery goal was established
to gauge progress towards the goals of reclassification and delisting.
 
The Florida Panther Recovery Plan states that the interim recovery goal will be achieved when the
following three tasks are met.
 
Task 1.  The south and south-central Florida panther subpopulation is maintained, restored, and
expanded beyond 80 to 100 individuals (adults and subadults).
 
Task 2.  Two subpopulations with a minimum of 80 individuals each are established and maintained
within the historic range.
 
Task 3.  Sufficient habitat quality, quantity, and spatial configuration to support these three
subpopulations is retained, protected, or secured for the long-term.
 
The first task is achieved. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission estimates the current
population is 120 to 230 adults and subadults living in primary habitat south of the Caloosahatchee
River.
http://myfwc.com/news/news-releases/2017/february/22/panther-population/
 
The other tasks have not been achieved. Two subpopulations with a minimum of 80 individuals do not
exist. Although there are significant tracts of public and private conservation lands in Florida, the
current conservation network is not contiguous and therefore may not be sufficient to support three

mailto:nancypayton@fwfonline.org
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:wildfed@gmail.com
mailto:preston@fwfonline.org
mailto:sgledhill@fwfonline.org
mailto:Daniel.Smith@ucf.edu
mailto:dhines@fwfonline.org
mailto:dannygs@fwfonline.org
https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/Panther%20Recovery%20Plan.pdf
http://myfwc.com/news/news-releases/2017/february/22/panther-population/



 
August 29, 2017             Comments sent by email and U.S. mail 
 
 
David Shindle 
South Florida Ecological Services Field Office 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
12085 State Road 29 S 
Immokalee, Florida 34142 
 
RE: Five-Year Status Review of the Florida Panther 
 
Dear Mr. Shindle: 
 
The endangered Florida panther’s status does not meet the current criteria for reclassification established by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and contained in the 2008 Florida Panther Recovery Plan. 
https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/Panther%20Recovery%20Plan.pdf  
 


Interim Recovery Goal Not Met 
 
Due to the challenging nature of attaining the recovery criteria, an interim recovery goal was established to gauge 
progress towards the goals of reclassification and delisting.  
 
The Florida Panther Recovery Plan states that the interim recovery goal will be achieved when the following three 
tasks are met.  
 
Task 1.  The south and south-central Florida panther subpopulation is maintained, restored, and expanded 
beyond 80 to 100 individuals (adults and subadults).  
  
Task 2.  Two subpopulations with a minimum of 80 individuals each are established and maintained within 
the historic range.  
  
Task 3.  Sufficient habitat quality, quantity, and spatial configuration to support these three subpopulations is 
retained, protected, or secured for the long-term. 
 
The first task is achieved. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission estimates the current 
population is 120 to 230 adults and subadults living in primary habitat south of the Caloosahatchee River.  
http://myfwc.com/news/news-releases/2017/february/22/panther-population/ 
 
The other tasks have not been achieved. Two subpopulations with a minimum of 80 individuals do not exist. 
Although there are significant tracts of public and private conservation lands in Florida, the current conservation 
network is not contiguous and therefore may not be sufficient to support three subpopulations long-term. 
 


Reclassification Criteria Not Met  
 
The Florida Panther Recovery Plan mandates that both of the following criteria must be met before  
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reclassification is considered. Neither criterion has been achieved to warrant considering reclassification. 
 
Criterion 1. Two viable populations of at least 240 individuals (adults and subadults) each have been 
established and subsequently maintained for a minimum of twelve years (two panther  
generations; one panther generation is six years). 
 
Criterion 2. Sufficient habitat quality, quantity, and spatial configuration to support these populations is 
retained, protected or secured for the long-term.    
 
Two viable populations do not exist.  There is not yet one viable population according to the current population 
estimate of 120 to 230 individuals announced by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission in February 
2017.   
 
Although there are significant tracts of public and private conservation lands in Florida, the current conservation 
network is not contiguous and not sufficient to support long-term two viable populations of at least 240 adults and 
subadults. 
 


Delisting Criteria Not Met  
 


The Florida panther Recovery Plan mandates that the following criteria must be met before considering delisting.  
 
Criterion 1. Three viable, self-sustaining populations of at least 240 individuals (adults and subadults) 
each have been established and subsequently maintained for a minimum of twelve years.  
  
Criterion 2.  Sufficient habitat quality, quantity, and spatial configuration to support these populations is 
retained, protected or secured for the long-term.     
  
It is also important to note that for delisting to be considered, the exchange of individuals and gene flow among 
subpopulations must be natural (i.e., not manipulated or managed). 
 


Conclusion 
 
The Interim Recovery Goals, the Reclassification Criteria, and the Delisting Criteria have been met. Therefore, 
there is no trigger to reconsider the endangered status of the Florida panther. 
 
Florida Wildlife Federation urges the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to aggressively preserve and restore Florida 
panther habitat; prioritize necessary habitat linkages for permanent protection; and secure additional life-saving 
terrestrial wildlife crossings in regions currently and potentially occupied by Florida panthers.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 


Manley K. Fuller   Nancy A. Payton 
 
Manley K. Fuller      Nancy A. Payton 
President      Southwest Florida Field Representative 







subpopulations long-term.
 
Reclassification Criteria Not Met
 
The Florida Panther Recovery Plan mandates that both of the following criteria must be met before
reclassification is considered. Neither criterion has been achieved to warrant considering reclassification.
 
Criterion 1.        Two viable populations of at least 240 individuals (adults and subadults) each have
been established and subsequently maintained for a minimum of twelve years (two panther
generations; one panther generation is six years).
 
Criterion 2.        Sufficient habitat quality, quantity, and spatial configuration to support these
populations is retained, protected or secured for the long-term.  
 
Two viable populations do not exist.  There is not yet one viable population according to the current
population estimate of 120 to 230 individuals announced by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission in February 2017. 
 
Although there are significant tracts of public and private conservation lands in Florida, the current
conservation network is not contiguous and not sufficient to support long-term two viable populations
of at least 240 adults and subadults.
 
Delisting Criteria Not Met

 
The Florida panther Recovery Plan mandates that the following criteria must be met before considering
delisting.
 
Criterion 1.        Three viable, self-sustaining populations of at least 240 individuals (adults and
subadults) each have been established and subsequently maintained for a minimum of twelve years.
 
Criterion 2.        Sufficient habitat quality, quantity, and spatial configuration to support these
populations is retained, protected or secured for the long-term.   
 
It is also important to note that for delisting to be considered, the exchange of individuals and gene flow
among subpopulations must be natural (i.e., not manipulated or managed).
 
Conclusion
 
The Interim Recovery Goals, the Reclassification Criteria, and the Delisting Criteria have been met.
Therefore, there is no trigger to reconsider the endangered status of the Florida panther.
 
Florida Wildlife Federation urges the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to aggressively preserve and restore
Florida panther habitat; prioritize necessary habitat linkages for permanent protection; and secure
additional life-saving terrestrial wildlife crossings in regions currently and potentially occupied by Florida
panthers.
 
 
 
Sincerely,



Manley K. Fuller                   Nancy A. Payton
 
Manley K. Fuller                                                            Nancy A. Payton
President                                                                       Southwest Florida Field Representative
 



From: Natalie Schneider
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 7:39:10 PM

Hello

I am a resident of Fort Lauderdale Florida. I would like to see increased protection for the Florida Panthers.

Best,
 Natalie  Schneider    

   "Healthy Living, Living Well" Check out my website www.nataliewellness.com
https://greatglowingskin.myrandf.com/

mailto:natsbmw@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://greatglowingskin.myrandf.com/


From: Jill Salak
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida’s panther should remain protected under the Endangered Species Act.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:51:00 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

The Florida panther should remain protected under the Endangered Species Act.

Thank you,
Jill Salak

mailto:jillsalak@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: J. Forcan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida"s Big Cats
Date: Sunday, August 20, 2017 6:54:14 PM

please  DO NOT DELIST this small population brought back from the brink - the simple
VIRUS could wipe out entire population - the cars are klling them one by one - ranchers are
poisoning them - LET THEM BE PROTECTED AS FLORIDA DESIGNATED WILD
ANIMALS !

mailto:wereallytry@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Fay Joyce
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida"s Panthers
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:39:42 AM

Please do NOT remove the Florida Panther from the endangered species list. We need to
protect these animals from the slippery slope of extinction that will happen if we do not keep
restrictions on preserving their natural habitat. Don't let special interests of a few take away
what could never be replaced. 

Thank you!

Sincerely,
Fay Joyce

mailto:fmjoyce60@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Chelsea Parker
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida"s State Animal - the Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 1:16:51 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

As a Florida native, I have always loved exploring the beautiful wildlife and habitats of
Florida. Spending time outdoors in Florida was a huge part of my childhood and drove me to
study and dedicate my career to environmental science. All Floridians, and tourists, should
have the opportunity to see animals in their natural habitats.

A large part of this experience is those unique, iconic species that defined Florida wildlife, and
in particular, the endangered Florida panther. It is imperative to protect and save these
species before it is too late. Thus, I ask that you ramp up and prioritize the recovery plans for
the Florida panther. We need to ensure the Florida panther population is resilient and able to
adapt to new, unforeseen threats climate change will inevitably bring.

Specifically, I am writing to urge you to take all necessary steps to conserve the critically endangered Florida panther,
Florida's official state animal. Securing habitat and travel corridors for the Florida panther should be one of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service's highest priorities.

Here are a few reasons why protecting the Florida panther is important to me:

It's one of the most endangered mammals on the planet;
There are only 100-160 remaining so time is of the essence;
Human population growth will further threaten the species;
Highway deaths are already the number one human cause of mortality for these
endangered animals; and
They can leap more than 15 feet when pouncing on their prey (nature is so cool!).

You, along with the FWS, have the opportunity to make sure that enough contiguous habitat remains for these majestic cats to
survive and return northward into their historic range. I urge you to make that a top priority in the coming year. Thank you in
advance for doing everything you can to ensure the of the Florida panther and give new generations the change

Sincerely,

Chelsea Parker
Tampa, FL

mailto:cmparker14@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Teresa Demirjean
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florida"s wildlife
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:33:09 PM

I am writing to ask you to please protect Florida's Panthers. There are not that many alive here
in Florida anymore. So please vote to protect the Florida Panther and all other endangered or
nearly extinct animals on land and in our waterways that have been living here long before us.
                    Thank You for listening,  Teresa Demirjean (34293)

mailto:teresazdem@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Jill Allen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florids Panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 11:27:51 AM

I was shocked and appalled to learn the FL Fish and Wildlife is considering delisting the Florida
panther from the Endangered Species list. This is outrageous! How could you even consider
doing this considering the small number of panther left?
I implore you to not remove the panther from the list.
Jill Allen
McIntosh, FL

mailto:manymoons523@windstream.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: lcstarshine@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Florisa Mountain Lions
Date: Sunday, August 13, 2017 9:43:58 PM

I am outraged that you would even consider removing this most endangered animal
from protection! What on earth is wrong with you?! But really, what could I expect
from you? After all, look who is in the white house. I guess if that morbid joke is
possible, then there is no hope for reasonable and beneficial legislation being
enforced.

sincerely outraged and disgusted, Linda Cummings, Montpelier, Ohio

mailto:lcstarshine@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sierens, Steve
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: FORIDA PANTHERS
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 10:02:57 AM

David:
I am weighing in on the Florida Panther Endangered /Threatened status.
The panther needs ENDANGERED protection. It’s protection status should not be diminished.
I am a long time Florida resident; since 1961; and have seen the destruction in Florida habitat
from over-development.  It’s shameful.
 
The Florida panther is not a renewable resource; it’s a unique species with unique
requirements. It’s last remaining domain is now limited to one specific area in Florida.  The
species cannot be sustained without federal support. Let’s leave it alone; no development; no
human incursion. Set an example for the world.
 
It seems more panthers are road-killed every year than are replaced (by birth). This alone
should be a strong enough indicator that the ENDANGERED status is required.
 
PLEASE MAINTAIN THE FLORIDA PANTHER ENDANGERED SPECIES STATUS
 
Respectfully
Steve Sierens

Attention: 

This communication may contain information that is confidential, privileged and/or exempt
from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the
sender immediately and delete the original, all attachments, and all copies of this
communication. 

Please be advised that this email may contain confidential information. If you are not the
intended recipient, please notify us by email by replying to the sender and delete this message.
The sender disclaims that the content of this email constitutes an offer to enter into, or the
acceptance of, any agreement; provided that the foregoing does not invalidate the binding
effect of any digital or other electronic reproduction of a manual signature that is included in
any attachment.

mailto:steve_sierens@pall.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Charley Groth
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: From Charley Groth
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 8:47:11 AM

Mr. Shindle:

I am a Florida citizen, property owner, and taxpayer.  If you government types are really unhinged enough
to be considering taking the Florida panther off the protected and/or endangered species list---you're
nuts.  Don't do it.  

Charles C. Groth

mailto:charleygroth@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: SYDNEY
To: david_shindle@fws.gov; Chair, Ecology Party of Florida
Subject: FW: Attachment 6/Attachment 5/Attachment 4/Attachment 3/Attachment 2/Attachment 1: COMMENTS:

Justification for maintaining the listing of Florida panthers as an endangered species
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:19:39 PM
Attachments: Attachment 7 Xu et al JGG 60080-211900-7-PB FINAL 060116.pdf

Following is Attachment 7, the final attachment, for the comments below:
Attachment 7 Xu et al JGG 60080-211900-7-PB FINAL 060116.pdf

------ Forwarded Message
From: sydney <appliedenvirserve@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, 29 Aug 2017 22:15:25 -0400
To: "david_shindle@fws.gov" <david_shindle@fws.gov>, "Chair, Ecology Party
of Florida" <chair@ecologyparty.org>
Subject: Attachment 6/Attachment 5/Attachment 4/Attachment 3/Attachment
2/Attachment 1: COMMENTS: Justification for maintaining the listing of
Florida panthers as an endangered species

Following is Attachment 5 for the comments below:
Attachment 6 GWR4.5.3bacchus et al FL GA ASR15.pdf

------ Forwarded Message
From: sydney <appliedenvirserve@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, 29 Aug 2017 22:10:29 -0400
To: "david_shindle@fws.gov" <david_shindle@fws.gov>, "Chair, Ecology Party
of Florida" <chair@ecologyparty.org>
Subject: Attachment 5/Attachment 4/Attachment 3/Attachment 2/Attachment 1:
COMMENTS: Justification for maintaining the listing of Florida panthers as
an endangered species

Following is Attachment 5 for the comments below:
Attachment 5 Bacchus et al. JGG ASR 49058-168858-3-PB 060115.pdf

------ Forwarded Message
From: sydney <appliedenvirserve@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, 29 Aug 2017 22:06:15 -0400
To: "david_shindle@fws.gov" <david_shindle@fws.gov>, "Chair, Ecology Party
of Florida" <chair@ecologyparty.org>
Subject: Attachment 4/Attachment 3/Attachment 2/Attachment 1: COMMENTS:
Justification for maintaining the listing of Florida panthers as an
endangered species

Following is Attachment 4 for the comments below:
Attachment 4 JGG Bacchus et al fracture SGD paper1214.pdf

------ Forwarded Message
From: sydney <appliedenvirserve@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, 29 Aug 2017 22:02:49 -0400
To: "david_shindle@fws.gov" <david_shindle@fws.gov>, "Chair, Ecology Party
of Florida" <chair@ecologyparty.org>
Subject: Attachment 3/Attachment 2/Attachment 1: COMMENTS: Justification for
maintaining the listing of Florida panthers as an endangered species

Following is Attachment 3 for the comments below:
Attachment 3 JSD Lines et al paper re preferential flow paths113012.pdf

mailto:appliedenvirserve@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:chair@ecologyparty.org



Journal of Geography and Geology; Vol. 8, No. 2; 2016 
ISSN 1916-9779   E-ISSN 1916-9787 


Published by Canadian Center of Science and Education 


76


Mapped Fractures and Sinkholes in the Coastal Plain 
of Florida and Georgia to Infer Environmental Impacts 


from Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) and Supply Wells 


in the Regional Karst Floridan Aquifer System 
Wenjing Xu1, Sergio Bernardes1, Sydney T. Bacchus1 & Marguerite Madden1 


1 Center for Geospatial Research, Department of Geography, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia 
30602-2502, USA 
Correspondence: Marguerite Madden, Center for Geospatial Research, Department of Geography, University of 
Georgia, Athens, Georgia 30602-2502, USA. E-mail: mmadden@uga.edu 


Received: February 18, 2016    Accepted: March 1, 2016   Online Published: May 24, 2016 
doi:10.5539/jgg.v8n2p76   URL: http://dx.doi.org/10.5539/jgg.v8n2p76 


Abstract 
The regional Floridan aquifer system (FAS) extends from the submerged carbonate platform of the Atlantic 
Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, and Straits of Florida in the southeastern United States (US), throughout Florida and the 
coastal plain of Alabama, Georgia, and South Carolina. This carbonate aquifer system is characterized by 
bedding planes, fractures, dissolution cavities, and other karst features that result in preferential flow of ground 
water, particularly in response to anthropogenic perturbations such as groundwater withdrawals and aquifer 
injections. The FAS was divided into six sub-regions for groundwater-modeling purposes in 1989, with results 
concluding that breaches of those groundwater divides had occurred and those breaches were attributed to large 
withdrawals of ground water in the US southeastern coastal plain. Those results suggest the model did not 
elucidate preferential flow conditions through fractures and other karst conduits. We hypothesized that 
incorporating fractures and sinkholes into groundwater models could improve results and predict adverse 
impacts to environmentally sensitive areas. We analyzed extensive fracture networks and sinkholes previously 
mapped throughout Florida and in Dougherty County, Georgia. Some of those fractures extend from one 
sub-region into an adjacent sub-region of the FAS and may be facilitating the breaching of groundwater divides 
described in the 1989 groundwater model for this regional aquifer system. The greater total fractures and fracture 
density in Dougherty County (1,225 and 141.3/100 km2, respectively) compared to 21 north-Florida counties 
(10-91fractures per county and 0.6-3.8/100 km2, respectively) presumably is due to the scale of fracture mapping 
and shorter mean lengths of mapped fractures in Dougherty County (1.2 km), compared to north Florida counties 
(26-118 km), rather than to orders of magnitude increases in fracture densities in that part of the FAS. The 
number of sinkholes identified in Dougherty County in a recent, unrelated project using 2011 Advanced 
Spaceborne Thermal Emission and Reflection Radiometer (ASTER) images, was approximately an order of 
magnitude greater than the number of sinkholes mapped in analog form in that county and published in 1986. 
Extension of the dense network of those fractures that occurred within the boundaries of a Priority Amphibian 
and Reptile Conservation Area (PARCA) that encompassed Dougherty County covered the Elmodel Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA) and ASR demonstration well in Baker County, Georgia. Those extensions also 
passed through numerous agricultural areas with center-pivot irrigation wells in southwest Georgia; intersected 
other Georgia PARCAs near the Florida-Georgia state line; and clumped in two areas of dense sinkhole clusters 
in northwest Florida. No determination has been made regarding the contributions of pirated water from the 
Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint (ACF) River Basins and Wakulla Springshed from the magnitude and extent 
of agricultural, municipal, and industrial groundwater withdrawals in Georgia’s coastal plain, that exceed 
groundwater withdrawals in Florida for that area of the FAS, to the increase in sinkholes in Dougherty County 
and the dense clusters of sinkholes in northwest Florida, via preferential flow through fractures. Similarly, the 
survival and recovery of at least 24 animal species in Georgia that are either federally listed or high-priority state 
species may be jeopardized by adverse direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts from preferential flow through 
fractures, sinkholes, and other karst conduits in response to aquifer injections and withdrawals that have not been 
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evaluated. Currently no regional groundwater model has been constructed to evaluate such preferential 
groundwater flow in the FAS. A model incorporating preferential flow via mapped fractures and sinkholes is 
essential to determine the magnitude and extent of environmental impacts from ASR wells and other supply and 
disposal wells in this regional aquifer system, such as pirated water from the ACF and other river basins, 
alterations in submarine groundwater discharge to Apalachicola Bay and other coastal areas, saltwater intrusion, 
upconing of saline ground water and resulting impacts to federally endangered and threatened species and 
high-priority state species. 


Keywords: Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint (ACF) River Basins, arsenic, breached groundwater divides, 
carbonate aquifer system, geographic information system (GIS), pirated water, saltwater intrusion, upconing 
1. Introduction 
1.1 Regional Floridan Aquifer System 


The regional Floridan aquifer system (FAS) extends throughout Florida, the coastal plain of Alabama, Georgia, 
and South Carolina (Johnston & Bush, 1988) and offshore from those states, to the limits of the submerged 
carbonate platform of the Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, and Straits of Florida in the southeastern US. This 
aquifer system is the primary source of municipal water for those states. It also is a critical source of water for 
environmentally sensitive public and private lands, federally endangered and threatened species, and 
high-priority state species, including coastal species, but groundwater quantity and quality are declining without 
acknowledging the role of preferential groundwater flow in those declines. Carbonate aquifer systems, including 
the FAS, are characterized by bedding planes, fractures, dissolution cavities, piping, and other karst features. 
These result in preferential flow of ground water, particularly in response to anthropogenic perturbations such as 
groundwater withdrawals and aquifer injections (Bacchus, 2002; 2007; Bacchus, Bernardes, Jordan, & Madden, 
2014; Bacchus, Bernardes, Xu, & Madden, 2015a; Bush & Johnston, 1988; Ford, Palmer, & White, 1988; Ford 
& Williams; 1989; Kohout, 1967; Krause & Randolph, 1989; Meyer, 1989; Neuendorf, 2005; Popenoe, Kohout, 
& Manheim, 1984; Yassin, Muhammad, Taib, & Al-Kouri, 2014). 


Krause and Randolph (1989) divided the FAS into six sub-regions for groundwater modeling purposes.  They 
concluded that breaches of those groundwater divides had occurred, attributing the breaches to large withdrawals 
of groundwater in the US southeastern coastal plain. Breaching probably is the result of extensive networks of 
fractures that have been reported by the US Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE, 2004), and mapped by Florida 
Department of Transportation (FDOT, 1973), and Vernon (1951) throughout Florida, facilitated by remote 
sensing. In the northwestern extent of the FAS, Brook and Allison (1986) mapped similar extensive fracture 
networks in Dougherty County, Georgia, located in the northwest portion of the FAS. Remote sensing continues 
to be a useful tool for identifying fractures, including in non-karst and Cretaceous formations (Oden, Okpamu, & 
Amah, 2012). 
1.2 Background 
1.2.1 Terminology Related to Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) 


Bacchus et al. (2015a) provided definitions for terminology related to “aquifer storage and recovery” (ASR) that 
is used by regulatory agencies, municipalities, and representatives of the ASR industry. That terminology, 
created primarily by the ASR industry and regulatory agencies, generally does not conform to standard or 
scientific definitions or concepts and is misleading. Examples include “aquifer storage and recovery,” “bubble,” 
“confining,” “excess water,” “lost to tide,” “recharge,” “reservoir,” “restoration,” “target storage volume” (TSV), 
and “water banking” (Bacchus et al., 2015a). Neither definitions nor descriptions of some of these terms, as 
applied to ASR, have been included in scientific peer-reviewed publications with dictionaries or glossaries. 
Therefore, in some cases (e.g., “aquifer storage and recovery,” “target storage volume,” and “water banking”), 
the default sources for definitions and descriptions of terms are documents produced by representatives of the 
ASR industry. Because of those constraints, terms that are used in an unorthodox manner in regulatory and other 
documents referenced in this paper are provided in quotations marks, to avoid confusion and misrepresentation. 
McNeill (2000) concluded that municipal sewage effluent injected into deep saline aquifers for decades at 
Miami-Dade, Florida’s South District Wastewater Treatment Plant (SDWWTP) was flowing vertically upward. 
More than a decade latter, Walsh and Price (2010) and Walsh (2012) concluded that “injectate remained 
chemically distinct as it migrated upwards through rapid vertical pathways via density-driven buoyancy” at that 
site. In fact, numerous hydraulic and geochemical effects of the waste injections into the FAS already had been 
documented by the early 1970s. Examples included:  (1) reversal of natural hydraulic gradients, with 
establishment of potential for up-dip migration of fluids; (2) increased localized aquifer permeability and 
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transmissivity; (3) dissolution of the carbonate aquifer and localized cavern development beneath the injection 
sites; (4) upward movement of wastes; and (5) evolution of high concentrations of hydrogen sulfide, nitrogen, 
methane, and other gases (Kaufman, 1973). Additional evidence that more buoyant, low-salinity water injected 
into saline aquifer zones discharges vertically into overlying surface waters was published by numerous 
scientists in the 1980s based on independent research, as described by Bacchus (2001; 2002). That extensive 
evidence spanning decades, that low-salinity water injected into saline aquifer zones flows vertically upward, 
was not addressed by Walsh and Price (2010) and Walsh (2012) in their conclusion that “only a one-time pulse 
of injectate into the overlying aquifers” occurred at Miami-Dade’s North District Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(NDWWTP) “due to improper well construction” or the unsupported statement that “[D]eep well injection into 
non-potable saline aquifers of treated domestic wastewater has been used in Florida for decades as a safe and 
effective alternative to ocean outfall disposal (Walsh, 2010). 


Walsh and Price (2010) and Walsh (2012) also concluded that no fracturing had been reported at either the 
SDWWTP or NDWWTP injection-well sites. Based on the locations of those injection wells in the FDEP UIC 
database, the SDWWTP site is located immediately northeast of a fracture mapped by FDOT (1973) and north of 
the intersection of fracture extensions from the FDOT (1973) fracture data set. The NDWWTP site is located 
immediately southwest of the extension of a fracture mapped by FDOT (1973), but that NDWWTP location does 
not appear to coincide with the location of the NDWWTP shown in Figure 1 of Walsh and Price (2010). It is 
important to note that the SDWWTP site is west of submarine groundwater discharge (SGD) sites “b” and “a,” 
south of SGD site “a,” and north of SGD “d,” all of which are in Biscayne Bay, and both SDWWTP and 
NDWWTP sites are associated with extensions of a fracture mapped by FDOT (1973) that extends to a coral reef 
in the Florida Keys subjected to eutrophication (Bacchus et al., 2014). The data and samples analyzed by Walsh 
and Price (2010) and Walsh (2012) were from the existing UIC monitoring wells, rather than samples and data 
from fractures associated with those two aquifer-injection sites. It also is important to note that Walsh’s (2012) 
conclusion regarding fractures was that “seismic data acquisition is recommended for any future injection sites, 
as it may be able to optimize location of future injection sites in areas where these subsurface features are not 
found.” Since 2012, FDEP has issued 2,216 UIC permits, but none of those permits required seismic data 
acquisition (Joe Haberfeld, FDEP Geological Survey, UIC Program Geologist, pers. comm., 04/25/16 and 
04/27/16). This deficiency does not appear to be confined to Florida. There was no evidence that seismic data 
acquisition was required prior to the permitting and construction of the recent ASR demonstration well in 
Georgia, the recent ASR wells in Hilton Head, South Carolina (Pyne, 2015) or any of the other ASR wells 
permitted in South Carolina. The analysis of ASR for Hilton Head Island does not even address the presence of 
fractures or the ability of ASR to increase saltwater intrusion, rather than provide a solution to that serious 
problem (Pyne, 2015). 
1.2.2 The Theory of ASR 
The theory of ASR is temporary artificial aquifer “recharge” that consists of three components: (1) aquifer 
injections of fluids (“recharge”); (2) withdrawals of the injected fluids (“recovery”); and (3) a period of time 
(“cycle”) between the injections and withdrawals (Bacchus et al., 2015a). Bacchus, Bernardes, Xu, and Madden 
(2015b) discussed the difference between natural and artificial aquifer recharge and how natural recharge 
exceeds actual “recovery” documented from Florida ASR wells. 


The period of time between aquifer injections and aquifer withdrawals from an ASR well is considered to be 
“storage” of the injected fluids. The injected water generally is termed “excess water.” The concepts of “excess 
water” and water “lost to tide” during the wet season ignore the beneficial/essential roles of natural pulses of 
uncontaminated, nonsaline surface and ground water to coastal ecosystems. The source of this temporary 
artificial aquifer “recharge” includes: (1) stormwater runoff (containing agricultural, industrial and/or municipal 
contaminants) pumped out of canals, mine pits or other areas; (2) treated sewage effluent (also known as 
reclaimed water, reuse water, bright water) previously mined from the aquifer system and resulting in induced 
(forced) recharge; (3) surface water diverted or extracted from natural streams, lakes, and other surfacewater 
ecosystems during the wet season; and (4) ground water withdrawn from one layer or zone of the aquifer system 
and injected into another. “Augmentation” and “blending” are examples of terms applied to withdrawing ground 
water from one aquifer zone for injecting into another zone.  


The US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) regulates these types of underground injections pursuant to 
the federal Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) Underground Injection Control (UIC) Program. Although the 
USEPA also is responsible for enforcing the federal Clean Water Act and complying with the federal 
Endangered Species Act, direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental impacts have not been evaluated for: (1) 
diverting natural surfacewater discharges during wet seasons; (2) aquifer-injections of water with different 
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chemical composition than existing ground water; and (3) discharges of injected water into surface waters via 
fractures and other karst conduits (Bacchus, et al., 2014; Bacchus et al., 2015a; Bacchus et al., 2015b).  
1.2.3“Disposal” vs. “Storage” and Reported “Recovery” vs. Actual “Recovery” 


Aquifer injections into the FAS for “disposal” of various contaminated fluids occur via wells at similar depths as 
the ASR “storage” and “recovery” wells. These fluids include sewage effluent treated to various degrees; 
contaminated stormwater runoff; and agricultural, industrial, and other municipal wastes (e.g., brine from reverse 
osmosis production of municipal water). Most “disposal” of contaminated fluids through aquifer injections are 
reported as exceeding “1 million gallons per day (MGD).” The presumption for these aquifer “disposals” of 
contaminated fluids through injection wells is that the contaminated fluids constantly flow away from the 
injection wells as additional injections of contaminated fluids occur. These “disposal” wells also are regulated 
under the SDWA by the USEPA’s UIC program. The governing presumption of this regulatory program is that 
contaminated fluids injected into the aquifer do not flow vertically upward and into an overlying aquifer zone 
that is used or potentially available for potable water. Horizontal flow of those injected contaminants, which 
include discharges to inland and coastal surface waters, is ignored. 
Despite the established fact that fluids injected into the FAS flow away from the point of aquifer injection, 
federal and state regulatory agencies, and the ASR industry continue to claim that aquifer injections of water into 
ASR wells remain at the base of the well in a “bubble” waiting for withdrawal as “recovery” of the injected 
water (Bacchus et al., 2014; 2015a; 2015b). The reported “recovery” in the US Geological Survey (USGS) 
review of ASR wells and well data in Florida (Reese, 2002, Table 5) was based on the chloride concentration 
established under the SDWA for potable water (250 mg/L), rather than the much lower chloride concentration of 
the water injected into those ASR wells. Actual “recovery” was determined by adjusting the results of cycle 
testing conducted in ASR test wells constructed in south Florida to compensate for differences between chloride 
concentration of water injected into ASR wells and water withdrawn from those wells (i.e., reported chloride 
concentration/(recovered/injected concentration)), as summarized by Bacchus et al. (2014; 2015a; 2015b). 
Actual “recovery,” based solely on chloride content of the withdrawn water adjusted to match the chloride 
content of the injected water ranged from 0% to 16.8% for “storage” periods of 15 and 8 days, respectively for 
those ASR wells (Table 3 of Bacchus et al., 2015a).  That evaluation by Reese (2002) conducted at selected 
ASR wells appears to be the most extensive compilation of the chloride content of ground water at the ASR 
location and the chloride content of “recovered” water, which exceeded the chloride concentration of the ground 
water routinely, while still being considered as “recovered” water.  


Those shocking results illustrate the lack of evidence supporting the presumption of “storage” or “recovery” of 
water injected into ASR wells and that ASR wells respond differently than aquifer disposal wells, despite agency 
and industry terminology that attempts to support distinct differences.  After the evaluation of 18 ASR sites by 
Reese (2002, Table 5), in the USGS review of Florida’s ASR wells, 13 of those sites were reported as abandoned 
by Bloetscher, Sham, Danko III, and Ratick (2014). That suggests percent “recovery” was misrepresented 
because water continued to be withdrawn after the chloride content of the withdrawn water was considerably 
greater than the chloride content of the water injected into ASR wells, making claims of the volume and duration 
of injected water “stored” questionable. Another ASR well site evaluated by Reese (2002, i.e., San Carlos) later 
was reported in the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) database as inactive.  The names 
of those 14 ASR sites are shown in bold in Table 1 (Bacchus et al., 2015b). Examples of other abandoned ASR 
sites in Collier, Lee, Miami-Dade, and Okeechobee Counties are shown in Table 1 of Bloetscher et al. (2014). 


An additional process, gravity flow in shallow ground water of surficial aquifer zones in the FAS, is well 
documented as a transport mechanism for contaminants at locations such as non-human concentrated animal 
feeding operations (CAFOs) and similar human operations, such as the City of Tallahassee municipal sewage 
effluent sprayfield (Bacchus & Barile (2005); Kincaid, Davies, Hazlett, Loper, Dehan, & McKinlay (2004); and 
Kincaid, Davies, Werner, & DeHan (2012)). The established fact that ground water is not static but flows raises 
the question of how the same water that is injected into ASR wells can be “recovered.” Similarly, the question 
arises regarding whether aquifer injections can be considered as artificial aquifer recharge, as ASR proponents 
claim, or if the injected water simply flows rapidly from the point of injection via karst conduits and then 
discharges to surface waters (Bacchus et al., 2015a; 2015b). We found no published literature or reports or 
permits for ASR wells in the FAS describing the chemical characterization or “fingerprinting” of the native 
ground water and water injected for “storage” and “recovery” that would support the claims of “storage” and 
“recovery.”  
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1.3 Objectives 


This investigation reports on the dynamics of potential pathways from the subsurface to the surface in Florida 
and the coastal plain of Georgia and South Carolina, all of which are underlain by the FAS. The first objective 
was to compare locations, lengths, and densities of the three referenced sets of fracture networks in Florida 
(ACOE, 2004; FDOT, 1973; Vernon, 1951) to the fracture networks in Dougherty County, mapped by Brook 
and Allison (1986) in the northwestern Georgia portion of the FAS. Those fracture networks, originally mapped 
in analog format, were georeferenced and converted to digital formats to update those previous studies and 
facilitate our comparisons. The second objective was to compare the proximity of those fractures and fracture 
extensions to permitted ASR wells in Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina, and relict and modern sinkholes 
mapped in Florida and Dougherty County, Georgia.  The third objective was to compare the locations of those 
mapped fractures and extensions in Florida and Georgia to areas of federally listed or high-priority state animal 
species, selected federal and state lands, watersheds for the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint (ACF) River 
Basins (adapted from Seaber, Kapinos, & Knapp, 1987) and watersheds throughout the coastal plain designated 
by the USGS. 
2. Study Area 
Our study area covers the extent of the regional FAS from the submerged carbonate platform of the Atlantic 
Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, and Straits of Florida, throughout Florida and the coastal plain of Alabama, Georgia, and 
South Carolina in the southeastern US. Krause and Randolph (1989) divided the FAS into six sub-regions for 
groundwater modeling purposes. They identified those sub-regions as D, E, F, G, H, and an unnamed sub-region 
between D and H, where available data were insufficient for groundwater modeling. Figure 1A illustrates the 
approximate submerged extent of the Floridan aquifer system and the location of these six sub-regions, with the 
previously unnamed sub-region labeled U.  


More detailed focus in the study area (Figure 1B) included the ACF River Basins, Dougherty County, and 
adjacent counties in Georgia where fractures and sinkholes have been mapped and preferential flow documented 
through fractures (Brook, 1985; Brook & Allison, 1986; Brook, Carver, & Sun, 1986; Brook & Sun, 1982; 
Brook, Sun, & Carver, 1988). The headwaters of the Chattahoochee and Flint Rivers originate in Alabama and 
Georgia, north of the northern extent of the Florida aquifer system, and were not considered in our study. Those 
rivers, however, flow into the Apalachicola River and eventually discharge into Apalachicola Bay and the Gulf 
of Mexico. The counties in Georgia and South Carolina included in the study also were based on the location of 
an ASR demonstration well recently constructed in Baker County, Georgia and counties in South Carolina where 
ASR wells have been installed. 


A 
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Figure 1. Approximate submarine extent of the Floridan aquifer system in the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of 


Mexico, and throughout Florida and southeastern coastal plain of Alabama, Georgia, and South Carolina, with: 
A. the six sub-regions (D, E, F, G, H, and unnamed (U)) designated by Krause & Randolph (1989), and 


B. detailed view showing the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint (ACF) River Basin, and counties in north 
Florida (numbered), Georgia, and South Carolina with mapped fractures, relict sinkholes or ASR wells included 


in the study 
 


Having such a large data set allowed us to evaluate the relationship of fractures and sinkholes to key watersheds 
of concern, as well as sub-regions of the regional aquifer system designated by the USGS. Our large data set also 
facilitated evaluating the relationship of fractures and sinkholes to examples of federal and state lands in Florida, 
Georgia, and South Carolina, and selected Priority Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Areas (PARCAs) as 
part of our study. Table 1 lists the counties, and federal and state lands in north Florida, Georgia, and South 
Carolina that were evaluated in more detail in our study area.  
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Table 1. Counties in north Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina in the Floridan aquifer system with more 
detailed analysis of mapped fracture data, permitted ASR wells, and federal and state lands, and towns in the 
vicinity of those fractures or ASR wells.  


 
 
3. Methods 
3.1 Shapefiles and Data from Other Sources 
3.1.1 Shapefiles and Data for Florida 


The locations of the Florida ASR wells permitted by the FDEP were created from location information included 
in the FDEP database and provided by that agency. Locations of all aquifer injection wells permitted by the 
FDEP in Florida are available online (http://ca.dep.state.fl.us/mapdirect/?focus=uic). The locations for modern 
sinkholes (used synonymously with subsidence features) reported in Florida were created from the FDEP Florida 
Geological Survey (FGS) shapefile for subsidence features mapped in Florida through October 2014. Shapefiles 
not available from the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) for the lineaments representing extensive networks of 
fractures shown as the “Lineament map of south Florida” (Figure 3-7 in ACOE (2014), originally from ACOE 
(2004)), were created by converting the analog file to a digital file as described in Bacchus et al. (2015a). The 
acquisition methods for the FDOT (1973) and Vernon (1951) lineaments in Florida were described in Bacchus et 
al. (2014) and Lines et al. (2012).  
3.1.2 Shapefiles and Data for Georgia and South Carolina 


Locations for fractures and relict sinkholes in Dougherty County were based on analog versions identified by 
Brook and Allison (1986), who used topographic maps and 1:24,000 scale, color infrared images to identify 
sinkholes, based on surfacewater features, vegetation and soil moisture patterns, and topographic expression. 
Mapped sinkhole distribution and color infrared images then were used to map fractures and compare the 
mapped fracture orientations with regional trends for that area. Modern sinkholes in Dougherty County were 
identified independently, by the NASA DEVELOP National Program for Georgia Disasters and Water 
Resources for the period of 2002 to 2011, identifying as many as 18,557 sinkholes in 2011 for that county 
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(Cahalan, Amin, Berry, Xu, Hu, & Milewski, 2015). The methods used for that NASA DEVELOP project were 
the same methods used to evaluate sinkholes in a smaller area in southeast Dougherty County (Cahalan, 
Milewski & Durham, in press). Relict sinkholes mapped by Brook and Allison (1986) were digitized to convert 
from analog to digital format. 


We located the ASR demonstration well in the Elmodel Wildlife Management Area (WMA), in Baker County, 
Georgia in the approximate center of the boundaries of the Elmodel WMA, because specific location information 
(i.e., latitude and longitude or shapefile) for that ASR well was not provided by the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources (GDNR) that permitted that well (Jim Kennedy, GDNR, State Geologist, pers. comm., 12/15) 
or the Georgia Environmental Finance Authority (GEFA) Program that funded that well (Shane Hix, Director of 
Public Affairs, pers. comm., 12/15). Specific location information also was not available from the public and 
private utility companies in South Carolina for the 68 ASR wells permitted in that state, but a spreadsheet for 
those ASR wells, including the latitude and longitude coordinates for each well, was provided by the South 
Carolina Department of Environment and Health Control (SCDEHC, Christopher Wargo, pers. comm., 3/16). 
We converted the coordinates for those ASR wells into point-files. Funding of a proposed ASR well and 
associated reverse osmosis (RO) system in Edisto Beach, South Carolina is pending approval by the Edisto 
Beach council and mayor. Therefore, that pending ASR well was not included in the spreadsheet provided by the 
SCDEHC, but Colleton County, where the pending ASR well would be located, was included in the figures we 
created for this paper. 


A shapefile for the locations of the Georgia PARCAs from Figure 1 of Jenson (2015) was provided by J.J. 
Apodaca (Professor of Conservation Biology at Warren Wilson College, in Asheville, North Carolina) to 
facilitate our determination of the proximity of those PARCAs to mapped fractures and fracture extensions. 
Shapefiles for the USGS watershed basin dataset (WBD) hydrologic unit codes (HUC) that intersect the state 
boundaries of Georgia are those used by the River Basin Center (RBC), University of Georgia, Odum School of 
Ecology in Athens, Georgia, as extracted from http://nhd.usgs.gov/wbd.html, and were provided by Duncan 
Elkin (RBC Postdoctoral Research Associate). He also provided the shapefile for the ACF River Basins (adapted 
from Seaber et al., 1987) that extend from Georgia through northwest Florida. 
3.1.3 Shapefiles for Federal and State Lands, and Basemaps for Figures 


Shapefiles for federal and state lands (e.g., National Wildlife Refuges and state Wildlife Management Areas) 
were obtained online from http://gapanalysis.usgs.gov/padus/data/download/. The basemap source for Figures 
1A and 6A was provided as “Esri, HERE, DeLorme, TomTom, Intermap, GEBCO, USGS, FOA, NPS, NRCAN, 
GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance, Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China.” The basemap source for Figures 
1B, 2A-B, 3A-B, and 6B-C was provided as, “Esri, Digital Globe, GeoEye, i-cubed, Earthstar, Geographics, 
CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User 
Community.” 


3.2 Analog to Digital Conversion of Mapped Sinkholes and Lineaments Representing Fractures and Data 
Analysis 
Geospatial analysis to assess fracture lineaments, sinkholes, and wells was conducted in ArcGIS Version 10.2, as 
described in Bacchus et al. (2015a). Sub-regions of the FAS were delineated by following widely-accepted map 
vectorization procedures, including the control-point based georeferencing of the sub-regions map in Krause and 
Randolph (1989) and the heads up digitizing of the resulting georeferenced map image. Political boundaries 
from the US Census Bureau, including county limits, were used as reference during georeferencing. Spatial 
frequency analysis of previously mapped linear features indicative of fractures also was conducted as described 
in Bacchus et al. (2015a). 


Brook and Allison (1986) used topographic maps and 1:24,000 scale, color infrared images to create analog 
maps of sinkholes and fractures, based on the presence of surface water features, vegetation and soil moisture 
patterns, and topographic expression, and to compare the mapped fracture orientations with regional trends. We 
used ArcGIS to georeference their analog maps for Dougherty County. During georeferencing, 25 evenly 
distributed control points were identified over a digital copy of the fractures map and the county boundary 
reference layer. The resulting georeferenced map was then used to manually trace the fractures using the "Create 
Features" tool in ArcMap. 
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4. Results 
4.1 Previously Mapped Fractures, Sinkholes, and ASR Wells in the FAS Sub-Regions 


Figure 2A shows the locations of fractures mapped by Vernon (1951), the Remote Sensing Section of FDOT 
(1973), and unidentified source(s) originating in an unauthored draft report by ACOE (2004) and included in the 
ACOE Final TDR (2014) in southern Florida. Also shown in Figure 2A are the modern sinkholes in the Florida 
database (FDEP) and the ASR wells permitted throughout Florida, in Baker County, Georgia, and throughout 
South Carolina, in addition to the boundaries of the six sub-regions of the FAS. The FDOT (1973) fractures were 
mapped throughout Florida, in all six sub-regions of the FAS. The Vernon (1951) fractures were mapped only in 
sub-regions E and F and the Florida portion of sub-regions D and U. The ACOE (2004; 2014) fractures were 
mapped primarily in sub-region G, but also extended into sub-regions E and F. Dense clusters of modern 
sinkholes reported to the FDEP in Florida have been mapped in sub-regions E, F and U. 
Fractures mapped in Florida that occurred in proximity to Florida ASR wells were extended to the submerged 
and landward FAS boundaries. Figure 2B shows the locations of these fracture extensions.  The northern 
extension of one of the fractures mapped by FDOT (1973), that is in the immediate vicinity of a Florida ASR 
well in sub-region E, also is associated with the operational ASR wells in Hilton Head, Long Cove, and Palmetto 
Bay in South Carolina The northern portion of other fracture extensions from the Florida boundary of sub-region 
U continues through the Georgia counties surrounding the Baker County ASR demonstration well (Figure 2B). 
The absence of lineaments representing fractures in the center of south Florida coincides with the location of 
Lake Okeechobee and results from the inability to detect linear features within water bodies remotely, with aerial 
photography and satellite images used for those data sets. Therefore, the absence of mapped lineaments in that 
area of Figures 2A and B does not imply that fractures do not underly Lake Okeechobee. 


A 
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Figure 2. Proximity of modern sinkholes in Florida (blue circles) and permitted ASR wells in Florida, Georgia, 


and South Carolina (green circles) to:  
A. fractures in Florida, as reported by the ACOE (2004, diagonal white lines) and mapped by FDOT (1973, 


diagonal red lines) and Vernon (1951, diagonal yellow-green lines), and    
B. extensions of those fractures in proximity to ASR wells (dashed diagonal lines of same colors) 


Enlarging the vicinity of the permitted Elmodel WMA ASR demonstration well in Baker County, Georgia 
(Figure 3A), shows the proximity to the dense network of fractures and sinkholes mapped by Brook and Allison 
(1986) in Dougherty County, north of Baker County (1). The dark green areas in Figure 3A for Dougherty 
County, where no fractures were mapped, are streams and riparian wetlands that obscure features indicative of 
fractures, similar to the Lake Okeechobee open-water area in south Florida. The extensive circular and 
rectangular light areas in Figure 3A for Baker County (1) and Mitchell County (6) are center-pivot irrigation 
areas and other agricultural fields that also are irrigated. The yellow and red diagonal dashed lines southwest and 
northeast of the Elmodel WMA ASR demonstration well in Figure 3A are extensions of fractures mapped in 
Florida in proximity to ASR wells in that state. Enlarging the vicinity of the ASR wells in South Carolina 
(Figure 3B) shows the proximity of the operational ASR wells in Hilton Head, Long Cove, and Palmetto Bay 
(Beaufort County) to the red diagonal dashed line extensions of fractures mapped in Florida, that are associated 
with ASR wells in that state. The additional ASR well and RO facility proposed for Edisto Beach (Colleton 
County) is not shown because it was not permitted at the time of acceptance of this paper for publication. That 
ASR well and facility would be located on the north shore of the mouth of the Edisto River, between the ASR 
wells in Beaufort County (southwest) and the ASR wells in Charleston County (north east), in proximity to the 
two intersecting fracture extensions also associated with ASR wells in Florida.  
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Figure 3. Enlargement of fracture extensions (dashed lines, as described in Figure 2), showing proximity to:   


A. fractures and relict sinkholes mapped in Dougherty County, Georgia by Brook and Allison (1986, pink lines 
and blue polygons, respectively) and the permitted Elmodel Wildlife Management Area ASR demonstration well 


in Baker County, Georgia and  


B. permitted ASR wells in South Carolina within the FAS boundaries (in Beaufort, Charleston, Colleton, and 
Jasper Counties) and beyond the FAS boundaries (in Columbus, Georgetown, Horry, Marion, and Orangeburg 


Counties) 
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4.2 Length, Frequency, and Density of Fractures Mapped in Florida and Georgia 


Table 2 summarizes the density of fractures, total number of fractures and the shortest, longest, and mean 
fracture lengths mapped in Dougherty County by Brook and Allison (1986) and mapped by Vernon (1951) and 
by FDOT (1973) in the 21 counties in north Florida selected for comparison in our study. Based on our 
georeferenced and digitized data 1,225 fractures were mapped in Dougherty County by Brook and Allison 
(1986). The lengths of the shortest and longest fractures were 0.1 km (0.1 mi) and 8.6 km (5.3 mi), respectively, 
and the mean fracture length was 1.2 km (0.8 mi). By comparison, the longest and most numerous fractures in 
the 21 north Florida counties in our study were mapped by FDOT (1973), with the shortest and longest fractures 
17 km (10.6 mi) and 373 km (231.8 mi), respectively. Mean fracture lengths from the FDOT (1973) data set 
ranged from 68.4 km (42.5 mi) to 117.5 km (73 mi). The most numerous fractures mapped in those north Florida 
counties by FDOT (1973) occurred in Washington County, which included 60 fractures (Table 2). Only six of 
the 21 counties in north Florida included fractures mapped by Vernon (1951). The most numerous fractures 
mapped in north Florida counties for that data set occurred in Columbia County, which included 36 fractures. 
The length of the shortest and longest fractures in the Vernon (1951) data set was 5 km (3.1 mi) and 65 km (40.4 
mi) and mean fracture lengths ranged from 25.6 km (15.9 mi) to 38.4 km (23.9 mi). The mapped fractures 
reported in Florida by the ACOE (2004) did not include north Florida counties (Table 2 and Figure 2). Total 
density of fractures and fracture density per 100 km2 for all three data sets, by county, also is provided in Table 
2. 
 
Table 2. Density and frequency of fractures, lengths of shortest and longest fractures, and mean fracture lengths 
for Dougherty County, Georgia1 and 21 counties in north Florida2 


 


Figure 4 provides a comparison of the length and frequency of fractures mapped in the 21 counties in north 
Florida (from FDOT, 1973 and Vernon, 1951), to length and frequency of fractures mapped in Dougherty 
County by Brook and Allison (1986). The scale of the X and Y axes for the north-Florida counties are the same, 
with a maximum of 60 fractures and 400 km, respectively. The scale of the X and Y axes for Dougherty County 
was adjusted for a maximum of 1,200 fractures and 10 km, respectively, because of the shorter, more numerous 
fractures mapped in that county. 
4.3 Distances Between Previously Mapped Fractures and Sinkholes in Georgia and Florida 
A histogram showing the distances between the 1,225 fractures and 934 relict sinkholes mapped in Dougherty 
County by Brook and Allison (1986) is provided in Figure 5A. All of those sinkholes were within 1.75 km (1.09 
mi) of a fracture. Only six sinkholes occurred more than 0.75 km (0.47 mi) from the nearest fracture mapped by 
Brook and Allison (1986). The majority of those sinkholes, 627, were less than 0.25 km (0.78 mi) from a 
fracture, and 281 and 19 sinkholes were located between 0.25 and 0.75 km (0.16 mi and 0.47 mi), respectively, 
from the nearest fracture. 
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Figure 4. Length and frequency of fractures mapped in 21 counties in north Florida (red from FDOT (1973) and 


black from Vernon (1951)) and Dougherty County, Georgia (blue from Brook & Allison (1986)) 


 
A similar histogram is provided in Figure 5B, showing the distances of sinkholes within 5 km (3.11 mi) from 
each of the three sources of mapped fractures in Florida (ACOE, 2004; FDOT, 1973; and Vernon, 1951) and 
those combined fractures to the 2,814 modern sinkholes reported in Florida, based on the FDEP database. Only 
the FDOT (1973) fracture data set covered the entire state of Florida, while the ACOE (2004) data set was 
located in the southern part of Florida and the Vernon (1951) data set was located further north in the state. Half 
of the sinkholes reported in Florida (1,407) occurred within 1.25 km from the nearest mapped fracture and more 
than 75% of the sinkholes reported in Florida (2,115) occurred within 2.75 km (1.71 mi) from the nearest 
mapped fracture. All but 12 of the remaining sinkholes reported in Florida occurred between 2.75 km and 5 km. 
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Figure 5. Distances from fractures mapped in: A. Dougherty County, Georgia to relict sinkholes in the same area 
(Brook & Allison, 1986) and B. Florida (ACOE, 2004; FDOT, 1973; and Vernon, 1951) to modern sinkholes in 


the state database 
 


4.4 Proximity of Previously Mapped Fractures in Georgia and Florida and Extensions to ASR Wells, Sinkhole 
Clusters, and Federal, State, and Other Environmentally Sensitive Areas 


Figure 6A illustrates the proximity of ASR wells (as described in Figure 2) and fractures mapped in Florida and 
Dougherty County (as described in Figure 5) to examples of federal lands (i.e., Apalachicola National Forest, 
Florida; Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, Georgia; Pinckney Island National Wildlife Refuge, South 
Carolina; and St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, Florida). Figure 6A also shows proximity of those ASR wells 
and mapped fractures to examples of state lands (i.e., Elmodel Wildlife Management Area, Georgia; Okefenokee 
State Park, Georgia; Tate’s Hell State Forest, Florida; and Wakulla Springs State Park, Florida); and Georgia’s 
Priority Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Areas (PARCAs), in addition to the ACF River Basins (adapted 
from Seaber et al., 1987).  
Figure 6B shows the proximity of modern sinkholes mapped in Florida (FDEP database) to the extensions 
(dashed white lines) of only fractures mapped in Dougherty County by Brook and Allison (1986) that are within 
the boundaries of the Chickasawhatchee Swamp/Ichauway Plantation PARCA (#13). Figure 6B also shows 
clusters of those fracture extensions that obscure PARCA 13, the Elmodel WMA/ASR demonstration well, and 
the Apalachicola and lower Flint River Basins identified in Figure 6A. Those clusters of fracture extensions also 
intersect PARCAs 15, 16, and 18; the Apalachicola National Forest and Tate’s Hell State Forest; and they 
coincide with the clusters of Florida sinkholes in sub-regions H and U. An enlargement of Figure 6B, in the 
vicinity of the ACF River Basins, the six Georgia counties in our study (outlined in red), and the clusters of 
fracture extensions in sub-regions D, H, and U, is provided in Figure 6C. 
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C 


 
Figure 6. Fractures in Florida and Dougherty County, Georgia and ASR wells (as described in Figures 2 and 3) 
associated with the model boundaries for the Wakulla Springshed (from Kincaid et al., 2012 - outlined in red):  


A. federal lands (Apalachicola National Forest, Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, Pinckney Island National 
Wildlife Refuge, and St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge - fuchsia); state lands (Elmodel Wildlife Management 
Area, Okefenokee State Park, Tate’s Hell State Forest, and Wakulla Springs State Park – dark green); Georgia’s 


Priority Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Areas (yellow); the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint River 
Basins (as shown in Figure 1B);                                                  


B. extensions of fractures mapped in Dougherty County and within the boundaries of PARCA 13 (dashed white 
lines), modern sinkholes mapped in Florida, federal and state lands, and Georgia PARCAs;  


C. Enlargement of clustered fracture extensions obscuring PARCA 13 and the Elmodel WMA/ASR 
demonstration well, and intersecting PARCAs 16 and 18, and sinkhole clusters (blue) in sub-regions H and U 


 


The PARCAs addressed in our study are listed in Table 3, which identifies the sub-regions where the PARCAs 
occur. Those PARCAs are identified in Table 3 and Figure 6 by the numbers assigned to those PARCAs in 
Figure 1 of Jenson (2015). The Ft. Gordon PARCA (10) is north of the FAS boundary. All of the remaining 
PARCAs listed in Table 3 occur, at least in part, in Georgia’s coastal plain, which coincides with the FAS in 
Georgia. 
For the federal lands, the Apalachicola National Forest is split between sub-regions H and U; the Okefenokee 
Swamp Wilderness Area is split between sub-regions D and U; the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge is in 
sub-region U; and the Pinckney Island National Wildlife Refuge is in the northeast portion of sub-region D. For 
the selected state lands, the Elmodel WMA occurs in sub-region H; Okefenokee State Park occurs in sub-region 
U; Tate’s Hell State Forest occurs in sub-regions H and U; and Wakulla Springs State Park occurs in sub-region 
U. The lower extent of the ACF River Basins occurs within sub-region H, with the exception of a small portion 
of the southeastern Flint River Basin, which extends into sub-region U. The same environmentally sensitive 
areas included in Figure 6A are shown in Figure 6B, in proximity to sinkholes (as described in Figures 2 and 3A), 
mapped fractures and extensions of fractures mapped in Dougherty County that coincide with the 
Chickasawhatchee Swamp/Ichauway Plantation PARCA (13). Those fractures were extended to the FAS 
boundaries.  
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Table 3. Georgia’s Priority Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Areas (PARCAs) and locations in FAS 
sub-regions. 


 
5. Discussion and Conclusions About Influence of Fractures and Sinkholes on Hydrologic and 
Environmental Impacts 
5.1 River Basins, Groundwater Basins, Breached Groundwater Divides, and Pirated Water 
5.1.1 Pirated Water 


Ground-surface elevations generally are used to determine the boundaries of river basins, such as the ACF River 
Basin. The boundaries of aquifers, also known as groundwater basins or groundwater reservoirs, rarely coincide 
with the boundaries of overlying river basins, as illustrated by the ACF River Basins (Figures 1B and 6A).  The 
American Geological Institute’s (AGI) Glossary of Geology (Neuendorf, 2005) defines groundwater basin and 
groundwater reservoir as follows: 


Groundwater basin 
(a) A subsurface structure having the character of a basin with respect to the collection, retention, and outflow of 
water.  


(b) An aquifer or system of aquifers, whether basin-shaped or not, that has reasonably well defined boundaries 
and more or less definite areas of recharge and discharge. 
Groundwater reservoir 
(a)  Aquifer. 


(b)   A term used to refer to all the rocks in the saturated zone, including those containing permanent or temporary 
bodies of groundwater 


Krause and Randolph (1989) determined that breaches of the groundwater divides in the six sub-regions of the 
FAS had occurred in response to large withdrawals of ground water in the US southeastern coastal plain. The 
diversion of ground water also is known as captured or pirated water, as defined in the AGI Glossary of Geology 
(Neuendorf, 2005). The piracy can involve the capture of entire streams or portions of streams, including water 
from another valley, which is known as “beheading” when it involves the “cutting-off of the upper part of a 
stream and the diversion of its headwaters into another drainage system by capture.” The terminology also is 
applied to the area within an aquifer in which ground water flows to a well under the influence of pumping 
conditions (Neuendorf, 2005). Although streamflow depletion from piracy can be determined by deducting the 
amount of water that flows out of an area from the amount of water that flows into the area (Neuendorf, 2005), a 
comparable determination cannot be made for water captured from depressional wetlands in a watershed or 
throughout a regional aquifer like the Floridan aquifer system. By the late 1980s in west-central Florida 
(sub-region F), pirated water from unsustainable FAS groundwater withdrawals, addressed as unintended 
subsurface interbasin flow, had resulted in environmental damage so severe that “Water Use Caution Areas” 
were established (Bacchus, 2000). Despite that designation, groundwater withdrawals in that area were estimated 
at approximately 246 MGD by 1993 and were causing both adverse economic and environmental impacts, 
including premature decline and death of longleaf pine in uplands and pond-cypress in wetlands, catastrophic 
destructive wildfires, and declines in native wildlife (Bacchus, 2000).  
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An important contribution of the Woodville Karst Plain Hydrologic Research Program was the groundwater 
model created by Kincaid, Meyer, and Day (2012), which identified pirating of ground water from the Wakulla 
Springshed from agricultural and nonagricultural groundwater withdrawals in southwest Georgia. A springshed 
identifies the area that provides water to the spring system, similar to a watershed or river basin that identifies 
the surface area that contributes surface water to a river system. The northern extent of the groundwater basin for 
the Wakulla Springshed is located in southwest Georgia, with the southern extent at the Gulf Coast of Florida. 
The Wakulla Springshed is encompassed by the boundaries of the groundwater model (GWM) domain, which 
encompass a larger area for determining the boundaries of the Wakulla Springshed for the GWM (Figures 10 and 
11 of Kincaid et al., 2012). Consolidated locations of agricultural and nonagricultural groundwater pumping 
were identified in their research in and surrounding the GWM domain. The distribution and magnitude of 
groundwater pumping for agricultural irrigation and municipal use in Florida and Georgia counties intersecting 
the GWM domain were provided in millions of gallons per day (MGD) in Tables 12 and 13, respectively, in 
Kincaid et al. (2012), based on 2005 data they obtained. Consistent with other groundwater models created for 
areas of the FAS, that GWM was not designed to include preferential flow through fractures, but we have 
incorporated those model boundaries into Figure 6A to show the proximity of this area of pirated ground water 
to mapped fractures and sinkholes included in our study.  


The volume of groundwater extractions within that GWM domain (Kincaid et al., 2012) included the Florida and 
Georgia vicinities of our study. The total agricultural pumping for the 15 Georgia counties and eight Florida 
counties within that GWM domain was 182.88 MGD and 29.03 MGD, respectively. The largest groundwater 
withdrawals per county occurred in Baker, Decatur and Mitchell Counties, Georgia and were 30.75 MGD, 34.95 
MGD, and 28.88 MGD, respectively.  The number of extraction points (wells) for those three counties (Figure 
1B and Table 1) were 373, 601, and 718, respectively. The withdrawals from each of those counties exceeded 
the total for all agricultural groundwater withdrawals in Florida counties within the GWM domain. The total 
municipal groundwater withdrawals from Georgia and Florida counties within the GWM domain were 53.92 
MGD and 48.70 MGD, respectively. The largest volume of municipal groundwater withdrawals from the 
Georgia counties in the GWM domain was 13.35 MGD from the two suppliers in Dougherty County. The largest 
volume of municipal groundwater withdrawals from the Florida counties in the GWM domain was 39.10 MGD 
from the 11 suppliers in Leon County (Kincaid et al., 2012). The next step in GWM development for this area 
should be to incorporate preferential flow of these withdrawals through mapped fractures. 


The results of the research and GWM by Kincaid et al. (2012) led to understanding the link between 
groundwater extractions in Georgia and the water budget of north Florida, without knowledge of the role fracture 
systems play in the pirating of ground water. The presumption prior to their study was that pumping in Florida 
represented the largest anthropogenic impact to the springs and coastal freshwater discharge. Based on the data 
compiled during that study, however, agricultural and municipal pumping in Georgia was identified as having a 
much larger magnitude than all groundwater pumping in the north-Florida model area. Therefore, it was clear 
that the data for Georgia groundwater withdrawals must be included in any modeling analysis designed to 
predict the impacts of pumping or sea-level rise on spring flows. Specifically, groundwater withdrawals in that 
area of Georgia have affected and will continue affecting the boundaries of the springsheds by reducing upland 
storage. Reduced storage, in turn, reduces hydrologic heads and flows, particularly in times of drought, rendering 
management actions that focus exclusively on Florida ineffectual. Additionally, arbitrary delineations of 
permeability designed to match heads (e.g., elevation, hydraulic, and pressure) are not likely to result in accurate 
or defensible delineations of springshed boundaries or groundwater travel-times (Kincaid et al., 2012). 
The 182.88 MGD of groundwater withdrawals identified by Kincaid et al. (2012), in an area that includes 
southeastern portions of the ACF River Basins, are similar to the magnitude of groundwater withdrawals that 
resulted in interbasin transfer of ground water in west-central Florida (Bacchus, 2000).  That strongly suggests 
ground water also is being pirated from the Flint and Apalachicola River Basins. One could conclude that the 
damming and surfacewater withdrawals of the ACF near the Florida/Georgia state line should not be the primary 
focus of the tri-state water wars that have existed between Alabama, Florida and Georgia for decades, but that 
preferential flow through fractures, in response to groundwater withdrawals should be of equal concern. 
5.1.2 Geographically Isolated vs Hydrologically Connected Wetlands 


Whether natural wetlands are geographically isolated, but hydrologically connected depends on characteristics of 
the underlying aquifer system. Research has shown that natural depressional wetlands that are characteristic of 
the FAS  (e.g., pond-cypress wetlands and wet prairies) have historic surfacewater connections to navigable 
waters and occur in relict sinkholes that are aligned along fractures and connected to the underlying regional 
karst aquifer system, as summarized by Bacchus (1998; 2000; 2006; 2007) and Bacchus et al. (2003). Therefore, 
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those wetlands are not hydrologically isolated from waters of the US or exempt from federal regulation under the 
Clean Water Act (CWA). 


The 2001 US Supreme Court ruling in Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC) v. US Army 
Corps of Engineer (531 US 159) resulted in misconceptions about the application of that ruling by agencies 
charged with regulating wetlands and other waters of the US in the FAS, as well as with consultants and 
scientists who work with those wetlands. That Supreme Court case involved the ACOE’s attempt to assert 
jurisdiction under the CWA over an abandoned sand and gravel pit in northern Illinois, a man-made wetland. 
The ruling simply clarified that CWA jurisdiction did not include that man-made mine pit, simply because the 
mine pit included wetlands and migratory birds were utilizing that area. That mine pit, with wetlands, had no 
scientific or legal relevance to the natural depressional wetlands characterizing the regional karst FAS and the 
southeastern coastal plain of the US. 


For example, Wise, Annable, Walser, Switt, and Shaw (2000) acknowledged the hydraulic connectivity (also 
known as hydrologic connection) of the aquifer and natural depressional wetlands in Florida, but then referred to 
those wetlands as “isolated wetlands.” The Georgia State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) is another example of 
the misapplication of the term “isolated wetlands” to natural depressional wetlands in the FAS (Albanese, 
Wiseniewskiki, & GaschoLandis, 2015; GDNR, 2015; Jenson, 2015; Schneider, & Keyes, 2015). 
Recognizing the hydrological connection of natural depressional wetlands is important because those wetlands 
cannot be recreated at random locations.  As emphasized by Wise et al. (2000), knowledge of the underlying 
groundwater interactions is required to assess the ecological impacts from anthropogenic changes in groundwater 
levels. More importantly, they described the misapplication of the federal “no net loss” policy adopted during the 
administration of former President George Bush (1989–1993) to depressional wetlands. That policy, largely in 
response to the National Wetlands Forum of 1988, presumed that those types of wetlands destroyed by 
developments or other means could be “replaced” elsewhere by man-made wetlands similar to the very wetlands 
that the SWANCC ruling concluded were not regulated. The reason those natural depressional wetlands cannot 
be replaced by man-made wetlands at random locations, such as excavated stormwater and mine pits, is because 
the natural depressional wetlands were established in relict sinkholes aligned along fractures, in response to 
groundwater conditions that cannot be recreated at random locations that are convenient for develop, industry 
and agriculture (Bacchus, 2007). Solutions to the incorrect application of terminology would be to reference 
natural depressional wetlands in the FAS that are hydrologically connected via ground water either as 
geographically isolated or simply as natural depressional wetlands. 


The knowledge that natural depressional wetlands in the FAS are aligned along fractures also is an important 
consideration for interpreting the results of our study. For example, comparing the proximity of the relict 
sinkholes to fractures mapped in Dougherty County by Brook and Allison (1986) and shown in Figures 3A and 
5A to the greater distances between sinkholes and the three sets of mapped fractures in Florida (Figure 5B) 
suggests that there are additional fractures in Florida that have not been mapped. Further support that additional, 
unmapped fractures occur in Florida is provided by the greater density of fractures mapped in the Dougherty 
County study area. 


5.1.3 Adverse Environmental Impacts Associated with Pirated Water from ASR and Other Aquifer Withdrawals 
and Injections 
Removing water from and injections into aquifers can create adverse environmental impacts. Examples of 
adverse environmental impacts throughout the extent of the FAS associated with pirated water from aquifer 
withdrawals (mechanical and nonmechanical) and injections, including ASR, have been described by Bacchus 
(1998; 2000; 2001; 2002; 2006; 2007); Bacchus and Barile (2005); Bacchus and Brook (1996); Bacchus et al. 
(2000; 2003; 2005; 2011; 2014; 2015a); Bernardes, He, Bacchus, Madden, and Jordan (2014); Cunningham, 
Renken, Wacker, and Zygnerski, (2003); Fitterman and Deszcz-Pan (1999); Hofstetter and Sonenshein (1990); 
Lines et al. (2012); Maslia and Prowell (1990); McNeill (2000); Price and Pichler (2004); Renken, Shapiro, 
Cunningham, Harvey, Zygnerski, Metge, and Wacker (2004); Sonenshein and Hofstetter (1990); and Wilcox, 
Solo-Gabriele, and Sternberg (2004). This large body of literature has identified many categories of adverse 
impacts. Examples include: (1) depletion of groundwater reserves; (2) intrusion of water of undesirable quality 
(e.g., lateral saltwater intrusion, upconing of brackish and saline water through fractures and other karst conduits, 
and contaminants such as arsenic and benzene); (3) contravention of existing water rights; (4) excessive 
depletion of streamflow by induced infiltration/recharge; (5) land subsidence (e.g., “reactivating” relict sinkholes 
by increasing flow through infilled sediments and debris); (6) reductions of levels and/or extent of lakes and 
wetlands, invasion of alien/nuisance species and premature decline and death of trees from insects and pathogens, 
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with consequent loss of valued habitat; (7) reductions in extent of areas where water is available to plants that 
use the capillary fringe, followed by catastrophic destructive wildfires and loss of habitat; and (8) reductions of 
groundwater outflow to coastal waters, with consequent impacts to coastal wetlands and/or nearshore benthic 
marine habitats. 


The co-location of groundwater-extraction wells at an area established as a wilderness park in west-central 
Florida, renamed the J.P. Starkey Wellfield and Wilderness Park (Starkey Wilderness Park), is similar to the 
co-location of the proposed ASR demonstration well for groundwater extraction in the Elmodel Wildlife 
Management Area (Elmodel WMA) and Chickasawhatchee Swamp/Ichauway Plantation PARCA (13) in 
Georgia. A permit authorized 15 MGD of groundwater withdrawals from Starkey Wilderness Park, but 
irreversible environmental damage occurred when pumping of only 12 MGD was reached. The environmental 
damage included catastrophic, destructive wildfires that spread during a routine prescribed burn, killing longleaf 
pines in the uplands and pond-cypress in the wetlands designated for protection in the Starkey Wilderness Park, 
and igniting and consuming the organic sediments in wetlands, destroying the roots. Similar catastrophic, 
destructive wildfires are typical throughout the FAS in other areas of unsustainable groundwater withdrawals, 
also known as groundwater mining (Bacchus, 2000). Photographs of the irreversible damage to depressional 
wetlands characteristic of wildfires caused by unsustainable groundwater withdrawals are included in Bacchus 
(2007).  


Adverse environmental impacts associated with pirated water from ASR and other aquifer withdrawals and 
injections that are characteristic and diagnostic of unsustainable groundwater withdrawals in the FAS include the 
premature decline and death of native upland and wetland trees, particularly oaks, longleaf pine and 
pond-cypress, and accompanying infestations of insects (e.g., beetles) and pathogens. Such adverse 
environmental impacts routinely and erroneously are attributed to “drought” rather than chronic water stress 
from unsustainable groundwater withdrawals. Unsustainable groundwater withdrawals and pirated water are not 
restricted to mechanical dewatering (e.g., pumping from groundwater supply wells, including ASR wells), but 
also result from nonmechanical dewatering (e.g., evaporative loss from excavated pits). One approach for 
estimating the volume of water being diverted (pirated) from wetlands in the Everglades National Park (ENP) by 
municipal wellfields, directly and indirectly, used isotopic analysis of the water (Wilcox et al., 2004), but did not 
assess the damage to ENP wetlands from the pirated water. The irreversible degradation of habitat leads to 
declines in native wildlife (Bacchus, 2000). Examples of these and other adverse environmental impacts in the 
FAS are described in Bacchus (1998; 2000; 2001; 2006; 2007) and Bacchus et al. (2000; 2003; 2005; 2011; 
2015a). 
Assessing impacts on wildlife, Georgia’s 2005 and 2115 State Wildlife Action Plans (SWAP) included a list of 
25 Standardized Threat Descriptions for the state’s wildlife. Table 4 includes the headings of the original 2005 
rankings and revised 2015 statewide, Atlantic and Gulf rankings of those threats. The headings, descriptions and 
rankings of 17 standardized threats from the 2005 SWAP that result from or result in pirated water from 
mechanical and nonmechanical aquifer withdrawals and injections, including ASR, are provided in Appendix A. 
Headings in red in Appendix A and Table 5 were identified in the 2015 SWAP as particularly relevant to aquatic 
species. 


At least the following three threats (preceded by the original ranking number) included in Table 4 result from 
groundwater withdrawals and injections: 3. Altered Fire Regimes; 10. Disease; and 21. Invasive/Alien Species. 
Additionally, the following examples of standardized threats (preceded by the original ranking number) included 
in Table 4 result in alterations of hydrology and water quality: 2. Incompatible Agricultural Practices; 6. 
Commercial/Industrial Development; 7. Conversion to Agriculture; 8. Dam and Impoundment Construction; 9. 
Development of Roads or Utilities; 14. Incompatible Forestry Practices; and 15. Global Warming/Climate 
Change. It could be useful for public understanding to revise the standardized threats to include actions resulting 
from and in alterations of hydrology and water quality that can be intensified and spread far beyond the surface 
footprint of those threats by the presence of fractures. 


The types of hydrologic impacts that can spread beyond the surface boundaries of projects, river basins, and 
groundwater basins via preferential flow through factures can result in irreversible degradation to habitat for high 
priority state and federally listed species. Tables 5A-C list examples of Georgia’s high priority state and 
federally listed species in the ACF River Basins and coastal plain with jeopardized survival and recovery by 
adverse direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts from the threats listed in Appendix A in Florida, Georgia, and 
South Carolina. 
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Table 4. Rankings of Standardized Threats to High Priority Fish and Aquatic Invertebrate Species in Georgia in 
2005 and 2015. 


 
 


Table 5A. Examples of Georgia’s high priority state and federally listed bird species in the ACF River Basins 
and coastal plain with jeopardized survival and recovery by adverse direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts 
from Floridan-aquifer injections and withdrawals in Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. 
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Table 5B. Examples of Georgia’s high priority state and federally listed amphibian and reptile species in the 
ACF River Basins and coastal plain with jeopardized survival and recovery by adverse direct, indirect, and 
cumulative impacts from Floridan-aquifer injections and withdrawals in Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. 


 
 


Table 5C. Examples of Georgia’s high priority state and federally listed fish and invertebrate species in the ACF 
River Basins and coastal plain with jeopardized survival and recovery by adverse direct, indirect, and cumulative 
impacts from Floridan-aquifer injections and withdrawals in Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. 
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5.2 Strategic Location of ASR and Other Injection and Withdrawal Wells in Florida, Georgia, and South 
Carolina 


Years before ASR wells were permitted in Florida, under the guise of aquifer “storage” and “recovery,” aquifer 
injections were permitted and constructed at similar depths for “disposal” of agricultural, industrial and 
municipal wastes, such as minimally treated sewage effluent. Evidence that these injected wastes rapidly flow 
through preferential pathways in the karst aquifer system, then discharge into nearshore coastal water, was 
summarized by Bacchus et al. (2014). Bacchus et al. (2015a) illustrated the proximity and frequencies of 
permitted ASR wells, other injection and withdrawal wells, to reported modern sinkholes, mapped fractures and 
fracture intersections in Florida.  
It has been documented at least since the 1990s that the upper Floridan aquifer is connected to underlying aquifer 
zones by fractures that resulted in upconing of saline water from those underlying zones in response to 
unsustainable pumping from the upper Floridan (Bacchus, 2000; Odum et al., 1998; Spechler, 1994; Spechler & 
Phelps, 1997). The logical presumption is that pumping from those underlying aquifer zones results in induced 
recharge from the Floridan and surficial aquifer zones through fracture networks, as shown in Figure 3 of Odum 
et al. (1998) and Figure 37 of Spechler (1994). Brook and Sun (1982) and Brook et al. (1986; 1988) also 
documented the dependence of well yield on proximity of wells to fractures. 


We found no peer-reviewed publications with results from scientific investigations in the FAS using 
groundwater tracers to determine where the fluids injected into ASR wells and disposal wells are going or 
isotopic analysis to identify the “fingerprint” of the native ground water prior to any injections and withdrawals 
associated with a new ASR well, to compare to the “fingerprint” of water that is “recovered” from ASR wells, 
similar to the isotopic analysis of water by Wilcox et al. (2004). Without such evidence, no assumptions can be 
made that injections into and withdrawals from ASR wells in the FAS function differently than wells used solely 
for water supply or for aquifer “disposal.” 


The published literature we have referenced suggests that the proximity to fractures of ASR wells and other 
injection and withdrawal wells throughout the FAS plays a significant role in the performance of those wells, 
including ASR wells functioning as typical water-supply wells and disposal wells. For example, the strategic 
location of ASR wells near inland rivers, lakes, and depressional wetlands associated with fractures could 
increase the productivity of those ASR wells considerably as withdrawals divert water from those natural 
features. Conversely, other ASR wells in proximity to fractures may increase the time of occurrence, magnitude 
and public costs of those wells from water-quality deterioration from lateral saltwater intrusion, upconing of 
brackish and saline water and contaminants, such as arsenic and benzene via fractures and other karst conduits.  
Because fractures in the FAS also have been shown to extend under coastal waters, coastal ASR wells may be 
more vulnerable than inland wells for saltwater contamination of the aquifer system. 
5.2.1 Abandoned, Inactive and Active ASR Wells in Florida 


Bloetscher et al. (2014) identified 32 ASR well sites in Florida that were no longer active because of problems 
including arsenic contamination, clogging, “recovery” problems or water quality deterioration, with 13 ASR well 
sites in Florida reported as a abandoned in that study. Their study incorporated data from Herczeg, Rattray, 
Dillon, Pavelic, and Barry (2004), that previously described arsenic contamination as a common problem 
associated with ASR wells, and included data collected through July 1, 2013. Neither study evaluated the 
hydrological influence that fractures might have on the long-term operation of ASR wells in Florida and other 
areas with karst aquifer systems, such as the proximity of ASR wells to fractures. Bacchus et al. (2015b) 
described the 13 ASR well sites in Florida that were evaluated by Reese (2002), and later identified by 
Bloetscher et al. (2014) as abandoned. Some of those 13 abandoned ASR well sites had multiple ASR wells 
(Bacchus et al., 2015b). The consulting firm CH2M Hill was involved in the construction, operation, or testing 
associated with the ASR cycle-test data for the Boynton Beach, Broward County, City of Delray, Lake 
Okeechobee, Marathon, Miami-Dade W Well Field, San Carlos Estates, and West Palm Beach ASR wells. 
Ironically, all but one of those ASR sites, including the West Palm Beach ASR sites, was reported as abandoned 
by Bloetscher et al. (2014). The West Palm Beach, Florida ASR well was described as the largest capacity ASR 
well in the world (Pyne, 2004). That ASR well was located near the coast, but included no record of the chloride 
levels for injected or “recovered” water (Reese, 2002; Bacchus et al., 2015a). The proximity of those ASR wells 
to fractures and fracture extensions was shown in Bacchus et al. (2015a; 2015b). That suggests the proximity of 
abandoned and inactive ASR wells to fractures may have resulted in favorable “recovery” initially, followed by 
increasing chloride levels that resulted in comparable increases in operating costs. 
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Although our study did not attempt to determine if additional ASR wells in Florida had been abandoned after the 
2013 data-collection date used for Bloetscher et al. (2014), Bacchus et al. (2015b) identified another ASR site 
evaluated in Florida by Reese (2002, San Carlos) that was listed by FDEP as inactive, but not identified as an 
abandoned or inactive ASR well by Bloetscher et al. (2014). It is unclear how many of those 33 ASR well sites 
in Florida were abandoned or were inactive because of preferential flow through fractures or other karst conduits 
of the aquifer injections and withdrawals associated with those ASR wells. Also unclear is if attempts are being 
made to strategically locate ASR wells in proximity to fractures in Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina to 
increase the productivity of those ASR wells, particularly in cases where the capacity of the aquifer has been 
depleted and new supply wells are receiving more scrutiny. 


The ASR wells in the vicinity of Lake Okeechobee and the Peace River also are associated with fracture 
networks (Bacchus et al., 2015a; 2015b) and appear to be additional examples of strategically located ASR wells 
capable of tapping water from those natural resources. The Peace River ASR site, located along the west bank of 
the Peace River, reportedly is the oldest ASR project in Florida, with initial investigations beginning in 1983 and 
full-time operations initiated in 1988 (Brown, 2005). Pyne (2004) described the Peace River ASR site as the 
largest ASR wellfield in the eastern US. There are no investigations assessing the role of preferential flow 
through fractures and other karst conduits in response to ASR operations at the Peace River site in the formation 
of sinkholes described by Patten and Klein (1989). Aquifer injections into the 22 ASR wells associated with 
fracture networks at the Peace River ASR site are of particular concern, considering that the largest groundwater 
withdrawals in that area are from phosphate mining located in proximity to those ASR wells. 


Mining is widespread in Florida and results in mechanical and nonmechanical extractions of large volumes of 
water from the FAS, depleting ground water from natural resources and availability for municipal use. For 
example, the 25th modification of the Water Use Permit (WUP) for current phosphate mining in south-central 
Florida allows groundwater pumping that ranges from “69,600,000 gpd” to “87,000,000 gpd” through 2032, in a 
five-county area (Southwest Florida Water Management District WUP 20011400.025 issued 2/1/12). That does 
not include the significant evaporative loss of water from the large open mine pits that remain in perpetuity after 
the mining is completed or additional ground water used for the mining, but permitted as separate agricultural 
permits. The cost to the mining industry for this water use is confined to the cost of the permits and fuel for the 
pumps to extract ground water from supply wells. Although this water use depletes ground water that is the 
primary source of municipal water supply, the mining industry does not pay the high costs of constructing ASR 
wells, treating the water that is injected into those wells, or treating the water that is withdrawn from ASR wells, 
such as the cost of constructing, operating and maintaining the 22 ASR wells at the Peace River site. Those costs 
are paid by the public for a “supplemental” source of municipal water perceived to be “recovery” rather than 
ground water. Yet no data have been produced to show that the water injected into those 22 ASR wells is not 
being withdrawn by the neighboring phosphate mining supply wells via the fracture network.  
5.2.2 Recent ASR Wells in Georgia 


Unlike Florida and South Carolina, Georgia only recently permitted and constructed the first ASR well in the 
state, following expiration of a state-imposed moratorium on ASR wells. This well was permitted by GDNR as 
an ASR “demonstration” well. On December 21, 2012, a statement of qualifications for the ASR “Demonstration 
Program” was submitted to the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission by David Pyne, President of ASR 
Systems, LLC. At that time, the moratorium on ASR wells was still in effect in Georgia. The location selected 
for the ASR “Demonstration Program” was the Elmodel WMA and the purpose was to augment the dry season 
flow of the Flint River and its tributaries. Pyne referenced 30 years of engineering services provided to CH2M 
Hill as evidence of his ASR expertise. His letter also referenced Ted Belser, another CH2M Hill employee (in 
the capacity of lead design engineer, department manager, and senior project manager), as an additional member 
of the “team” for the proposed Elmodel ASR “Demonstration Program.”  


Belser’s expertise listed in the statement of qualifications, indicated “ASR systems for which he has provided 
design services in recent years include projects for: ... Orangeburg, SC; Hilton Head (North Island), SC; Hilton 
Head (South Island), SC; City of Bradenton, FL; Beaufort-Jasper Water Supply Authority, SC; Orange County, 
FL; ... the City of Rockledge, FL; and Charlotte County, FL.” The FDEP ASR database dated December 20, 
2014: (1) does not include an ASR well identified as the Orange County ASR well(s); (2) indicates that the 
Rockledge, Florida ASR well is inactive; and (3) does not include an ASR well identified as the Charlotte 
County ASR well. Confirmation was obtained from FDEP staff that: (1) the Orange County ASR well has been 
cycle-tested from 2010 to the present, with “storage” ranging from 14 to 120 days; (2) neither the Rockledge 
ASR well nor the Rockledge ASR facility is active, although construction occurred between 2008 and 2010; and 
(3) there is no record of an ASR well referenced as the Charlotte County ASR well (Joe Haberfeld, FDEP 
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Geological Survey, UIC Program Geologist, pers. comm., 02/15/16). 


The referenced statement of qualifications dated December 21, 2012, also stated that the Elmodel Project ASR 
Systems Team members have “represented Georgia in the joint studies and the negotiations with Alabama and 
Florida on the water resource conflicts in the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint (ACF) river Basin” and “secured 
an agreement with EPD that the agency will provide a copy of the State’s numerical ground water flow model 
that will cover all of southwest Georgia including the relevant aquifers underlying the Elmodel Site.”  


That statement of qualifications also stated that a final report would be prepared, “including a recommended 
ASR wellfield expansion plan for the Claiborne and Clayton Aquifers of the lower Flint River Basin, with an 
ASR recovery capacity of up to 250 MGD. The wellfield expansion plan will consider alternate use of ground 
water during winter months as the source of supply for recharge, and also treated surface water during times 
when river and tributary flows are high.” It is important to note that at the time ASR Systems, LLC was 
proposing to create a groundwater model for the vicinity of the Elmodel ASR demonstration well, “deemed most 
suitable to meet flow augmentation goals, utilizing approximately 30,000 acres of state-owned lands,” a 
groundwater model for that area already had been created and released for that vicinity showing that 
groundwater withdrawals in that area were dewatering the Wakulla Springshed that occurs in southwest Georgia 
and northwest Florida (Kinkaid et al., 2012). That 250 MGD production capacity proposed by ASR Systems, 
LLC exceeds the 182.88 MGD total agricultural groundwater withdrawals for 15 Georgia counties in that 
vicinity that have contributed to the dewatering of the Wakulla Springshed (Kinkaid et al., 2012). The 250 MGD 
production capacity proposed by ASR Systems, LLC also exceeds the approximately 246 MGD occurring in the 
west-central Water Use Caution Area by 1993, that caused both adverse economic and wide-spread 
environmental impacts, including premature decline and death of longleaf pine in uplands and pond-cypress in 
wetlands, catastrophic destructive wildfires, and declines in native wildlife (Bacchus, 2000). 
On July 8, 2015, the GEFA issued a media release announcing that dual-aquifer ASR well and two monitoring 
wells, that were designed, constructed, administered, and analyzed by CH2M Hill, had not performed as 
predicted. Specifically, the media release stated that the dual-aquifer ASR well at the Elmodel WMA is “unlikely 
to produce enough water for stream-flow augmentation in Chickasawhatchee Creek.”  That media release 
further announced that instead of moving forward with the dual-aquifer ASR well at the Elmodel WMA, GEFA 
and the Georgia EPD plan to have a Claiborne aquifer production well designed and installed next to the 
monitoring wells. The media release also stated “the information will support the state’s evaluation and 
management of these aquifers as a potential alternative water source for the region.”  


The research by Brook and Sun (1982) and Brook et al. (1986; 1988) documented the dependence of well yield 
on proximity to fractures, specifically in the vicinity of the areas referenced in the GEFA press release. In fact, 
the following statement from the GEFA media release dated July 8, 2015 and the extensive research by USGS 
(Odum et al., 1998; Spechler, 1994; 1997) support the conclusion that the site-specific higher yields from the 
underlying Claiborne and Clayton aquifer zones result from induced recharge from the overlying Floridan and 
surficial aquifer zones: 


The yield from the Claiborne and Clayton aquifers appears to be site-specific, which suggests more yield is 
possible at other locations in the basin. For example, a Claiborne production well drilled this spring to support 
irrigation-related research at the Stripling Irrigation Research Park, which is roughly 9 miles from the Elmodel 
WMA, showed significantly more yield.  
The GEFA media release also indicated that a technical peer review of the Elmodel WMA ASR demonstration 
project was conducted by Cardno. Based on information on the Cardno website (12/09/15), the company is based 
in Australia, with US merger partners. The website stated that Cardno “provided groundwater modeling, well 
field design, construction oversight and water supply planning using our state-of-the-art aquifer storage and 
recovery (ASR) pretreatment system design” to “help supply fresh drinking water to Marco Island” (Florida).  
That ASR well was not included in the FDEP ASR database dated December 20, 2014. The FDEP staff 
confirmed that the Marco Island ASR well was not included in the FDEP database because that project was 
never constructed (Joe Haberfeld, FDEP Geological Survey, UIC Program Geologist, pers. comm., 12/14/15). 


The process for the initial ASR demonstration well and program in Georgia suggests that the FDEP and GEFA 
are not aware of the body of peer-reviewed scientific publications related to adverse impacts associated with 
aquifer injections and withdrawals, including those associated with ASR wells.  Rather, the consulting 
companies benefitting financially from designing, constructing, operating and monitoring/reviewing these types 
of wells appear to have been the sources of information for this ASR demonstration project. Additionally, the 
location of the Georgia ASR demonstration well in the Elmodel WMA to augment the dry season flow of the 
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Flint River and its tributaries in Georgia appears to be related to two water-depletion problems. The first and 
most widely known problem is the on-going “tri-state water wars” that began decades ago, based on allegations 
by Florida and Alabama that Georgia is depleting water in those downstream states because of excessive water 
withdrawals from and dams on the ACF. The second problem, most recently documented by Kincaid et al. 
(2012), is the depletion of ground water essential for maintaining Wakulla Springs in Florida that is resulting 
from the unsustainable groundwater withdrawals in the vicinity of the Elmodel WMA. Based on the body of 
scientific literature we have described, the continued and proposed increases in groundwater withdrawals in the 
Elmodel WMA area will increase the diversion of ground water from Florida and result in irreversible adverse 
environmental impacts to Georgia’s PARCAs within the FAS, particularly those associated with the fractures 
and fracture extensions shown in Figure 6. 
 
5.2.3 ASR Wells in South Carolina 
The SCDEHC has issued permits to 11 water supply facilities for a total of 68 UIC ASR wells in South Carolina. 
No UIC “disposal” wells have been permitted in South Carolina. Facilities in Columbus, Georgetown, Horry, 
Marion, and Orangeburg Counties are beyond the FAS boundaries and account for 54 of the permitted ASR 
wells in South Carolina. A total of 34 of those 54 wells originally were conventional municipal supply wells 
operated by the Grand Strand Water and Sewer Authority, but resulted in a large cone of depression from 
extensive withdrawals and have been converted to ASR wells. Permit dates for those ASR wells range from 
April 15, 1994 to May 15, 2015. Nine of those ASR wells are operated by the Georgetown County Water and 
Sewer District, five are operated by Mount Pleasant Water Works (permitted from May 28, 2003 to November 
27, 2012), four are operated by the Orangeburg Department of Public Utilities (permitted from January 10, 2008 
to March 24, 2011), and one is operated by the Little River Water and Sewerage Company, Inc. (permitted on 
May 20, 2015). One of the ASR wells in Mount Pleasant and the only ASR well permitted in Myrtle Beach on 
May 16, 1995 and September 14, 1990, respectively, are reported as permanently abandoned. No reason was 
included in the SCDEHC data for either abandonment (SCDEHC, Christopher Wargo, pers. comm., 3/16). The 
figures showing locations for the South Carolina ASR wells include only one location dot for each facility rather 
than for each well. 


The ASR wells permitted or pending in South Carolina within the FAS boundaries are located along the coast in 
Beaufort, Charleston, Colleton, and Jasper Counties. The pending ASR well and RO facility in Colleton County 
would be located in Edisto Beach, south of the ACE Basin National Wildlife Refuge. Neither the proposed well 
nor the ACE Basin NWR are shown in Figures 2 or 3, but the intersecting fracture extensions shown in Figures 
2B and 3B are in the vicinity of the proposed Edisto Beach ASR well and RO facility. Permit dates for the four 
ASR wells operated by the Beaufort Jasper Water and Sewer Authority range from June 1, 1999 to January 7, 
2011. The two ASR wells operated by the Charleston Water System were permitted on May 24, 1994 and May 
26, 1999. The two ASR wells operated by the Hilton Head Public Service District (HHPSD) were permitted on 
November 8, 2010 and December 20, 2010 and both of those ASR wells are associated with a fracture extension 
(Figures 2B and 3B). Both of the ASR wells operated by the Kiawah Island Utility, Inc. were permitted on May 
30, 2001. The four remaining ASR wells in South Carolina’s coastal counties of the FAS are operated by South 
Island Public Service District and were permitted from July 11, 2012 to October 16, 2013. They include the 
Long Cove and Palmetto Bay ASR wells that are associated with the same fracture extension as the two ASR 
wells operated by the HHPSD. The only one of those wells reported as “permanently abandoned” was the ASR 
well permitted for the Charleston Water System on May 26, 1999. 


Extensive mapping of fracture networks, similar to the mapping conducted throughout Florida and Dougherty 
County, Georgia, was not available for South Carolina. Therefore, the inferences in our study about fractures in 
the portion of the FAS that extends into South Carolina were confined to extensions of fractures mapped in 
Florida and Georgia’s coastal plain. 
Although South Carolina’s total number of ASR wells is sizeable, the paucity of information available about 
those wells is similar to the paucity of information about the sole ASR demonstration well constructed in 
Georgia. We found no publications for South Carolina comparable to the USGS review of ASR wells and well 
data in Florida (Reese, 2002). The most extensive information available about the ASR wells in South Carolina 
was included in the statement of qualifications by ASR Systems, LLC to secure the contract for Georgia’s 
Elmodel WMA ASR demonstration well that failed. That statement of qualifications indicated “[P]rior to five 
years ago ASR Systems staff provided ASR consultant services to ... the Kiawah Island Utility, SC.” The 
following quotes from that statement of qualifications regarding ASR wells in South Carolina have been 
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included because similar information isn’t available from sources such as peer-reviewed journal publications: 
Hilton Head Public Service District, SC (HHPSD) 


ASR feasibility assessment report, design, permitting, construction management, cycle testing and 
placing an ASR well in operation with a recovery capacity of 2.5 MGD. Facilities included one ASR 
well, two monitor wells, pump, motor, wellhead piping, wellhouse and telemetry. Freshwater wells on 
Hilton Head Island are being lost to saltwater intrusion in the Upper Floridan aquifer. Imported water 
from Beaufort Jasper Water and Sewer Authority is available at half cost during winter months. This 
water is blended with offpeak water produced from the HHPSD Reverse Osmosis (RO) plant, and also 
water from remaining fresh waterwells. The blended water is used for ASR recharge. The storage zone 
is the Middle Floridan aquifer, which is brackish. Water is recovered during summer months to help 
meet peak demands. The project was completed in a record short time of 23 months and came in under 
budget. Work was completed during 2012. 
South Island Public Service District, SC (SIPSD) 


Following the loss during 2010 of one of their ten production wells in the Upper Floridan Aquifer due 
to salt water intrusion, SIPSD embarked on a comprehensive water facilities upgrade and expansion 
program, based upon the expectation that all of their freshwater supply wells will be lost during the next 
40 years. ASR Systems completed an ASR feasibility study, then proceeded with design of two ASR 
wells in the Middle Floridan Aquifer; five monitor wells in the Upper, Middle and Lower Floridan 
aquifers; and one Lower Floridan Aquifer production well to provide a backup water supply source in 
the event that the SIPSD Cretaceous Aquifer water supply well fails. This well is 3,800 ft deep and 
supplies 3.5 MGD to a reverse osmosis (RO) Water Treatment Plant (WTP) during peak demand 
periods and is the backbone of the SIPSD water supply system. Wellhead facilities design was 
completed and all facilities were permitted for construction, which is currently underway. Well 
construction is expected to be completed by April 2013, to be followed by interim recharge into each 
ASR well. Wellhead facilities construction will then begin and should be completed by the end of 2013. 
This will be followed by cycle testing. The source of water supply for recharge is fresh water from the 
remaining SIPSD wells in the Upper Floridan aquifer, supplemented by water available from the RO 
WTP. 
Town of Edisto Beach, Edisto Island, SC 
ASR Systems was part of a URS Team that prepared a water supply master plan for the Town, 
completed during 2012. Salt water intrusion is causing a deterioration of drinking water quality, 
shortened life of household appliances, and an increase in the salt concentration of reclaimed water that 
is utilized for golf course irrigation. The final plan included recommended construction of a reverse 
osmosis (RO) water treatment plant and brine disposal outfall structure. It also included an ASR 
wellfield to store drinking water during winter months when water demand is very low, for recovery 
during summer months with peak demands. ASR wells will provide water supply reliability since 
ground elevations are quite low, well below the hurricane surge elevation. Drinking water stored 
underground can provide a water supply after a major hurricane until such time as other infrastructure 
has been repaired and placed back into service. 


5.3 Laws, Regulations and Costs without Scientific Basis 


5.3.1 Construction Costs of ASR without Scientifically Designed and Executed Studies, Monitoring and 
Modeling 
Considerable public funds are being spent for ASR wells in the FAS without any scientific basis to support the 
claims that injected water can be “stored” and “recovered” or to evaluate the role of hydrological connections 
between ASR wells and environmentally sensitive areas via fractures. For example, the cost of the unsuccessful 
Elmodel WMA ASR demonstration well in Georgia was $1,395,712.16. That cost included: (1) $625,455.26 for 
construction of the Claiborne and Clayton monitoring wells and the Floridan supply well; (2) $133,150 for data 
analysis and groundwater modeling related to the Claiborne and Clayton monitoring wells, which included 
analysis of the geophysical logging, performance of a geochemical assessment, and geologic core sample 
analysis; and (3) $637,106.90 for planning, surveying, designing, permitting, and other administrative and legal 
expenses (GEFA media statement, 07/08/15). There was no documentation or explanation why or how that ASR 
well failed. 


The cost of the Hilton Head North Island ASR well, that was operational under HHPSD #1 in South Carolina at 
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the time of our study, was $3.9 million and was funded by general obligation (GO) bonds. Construction of this 
ASR well and associated equipment began in approximately 2010. Aquifer injections of “240 million gallons” 
began in October 2012 and continued to February 2013. Those aquifer injections were known as “building the 
bubble” for a “buffer” that was not to be withdrawn. The second series of aquifer injections began in October 
2013, continued until February 2014 and totaled “241.631 Million Gallons.” Withdrawals from that ASR well 
totaling “242.951 Million Gallons” and “237.761” began in May 2014 and continued through September 2014 
and May 2015 through September 2015, respectively. The approximate chloride content of the injected water 
was 30 mg/L and increased to 164 mg/L in water withdrawn in September. The fact that “recovered” water has a 
chloride content that is 5.5 to 8 times (or more) greater than the chloride content of injected water is proof that 
the injected water is not remaining at the end of the ASR well as a “bubble” and may be increasing chloride 
contamination of the aquifer system rapidly via fractures. The HHPSD #1 reverse osmosis (RO) plant only 
produces “3 MGD,” but it also buys water from the Beaufort Jasper Water and Sewer Authority (BJWSA), on 
the mainland. The Savannah River is the source of water for the BJWSA. This ASR well is dependent on the 
treated river water from BJWSA, sold to HHPSD #1 at off-peak rates in the winter months (Bill Davis, HHPSD 
#1, pers. comm., 12/22/15). Daily “recovery” from this ASR well for 2014 and 2015 was approximately 1.59 
MGD and 1.55 MGD, respectively, based solely on the initial volumes withdrawn from this ASR well during 
these first two years and disregarding increases in chloride content to approximately 5.5 times the chloride 
content of the injected water. 


An example of another costly ASR venture occurred in north and central Florida when the St. John’s River 
Water Management District (SJRWMD) designated $47 million for ASR systems in its district from 2001-2006. 
In south Florida, $45 million originally was proposed for the ASR pilot projects, with $1.7 billion for more than 
330 ASR wells originally proposed for construction throughout the Everglades. The ACOE’s Final ASR Report 
and groundwater model (ACOE, 2014) revised the recommendation to 232 ASR wells for the Greater 
Everglades Basin (Bacchus et al., 2015b). Using the recent funding figure of approximately $1.4 million for the 
ASR well from the unsuccessful Elmodel ASR demonstration project in Georgia, that would result in a cost of 
approximately $324.8 million tax dollars for the proposed Everglades ASR wells.  Based on the funding figure 
of $3.9 million for the Hilton Head North Island ASR well, those 232 proposed ASR wells would cost 
approximately $904.8 million tax dollars.  


All of these publically funded ASR wells have the potential to fail, due to lateral saltwater intrusion, upconing of 
brackish and saline water and contaminants (e.g., arsenic and benzene) via preferential flow through fractures 
and other karst conduits. The injections and withdrawals associated with these ASR wells also have the ability to 
result in adverse impacts to environmentally sensitive state and federal lands. Additionally, the costs for ASR 
projects exclude long-term operation and maintenance costs, which are energy intensive and also exclude the 
costs of extensive evaluations of adverse environmental impacts (e.g., hydroperiod alterations and contamination 
of surface waters with arsenic) and the reversal of those impacts. Natural recharge in the FAS requires no 
operation or maintenance and has none of the harmful consequences of ASR injection and withdrawal wells 
(Bacchus et al., 2015b; Fernald, Purdum, Anderson, & Krafft, 1998). Our study supports the conclusion that 
mapped fracture networks are so extensive in the FAS that it would be difficult to find any sites in the carbonate 
platform of Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina that would not be influenced by the fracture network and 
associated sinkholes. 
On October 7, 2015, the US Office of Management and Budget, Council on Environmental Quality, and Office 
of Science and Technology Policy within the Executive Office of the President directed federal agencies to 
incorporate ecosystems services into the planning and decision making for those agencies. Clearly ASR wells 
permitted as UICs under the federal Safe Drinking Water Act, without consideration of adverse impacts to the 
federal Endangered Species Act and the Clean Water Act meets the intent of this federal directive. A minimum 
requirement for future reporting and permitting for all states with fractured aquifers should be the identification 
of fractures in the vicinity of permitted or proposed UIC wells and testing that involves tracer and isotopic 
analyses. 
5.3.2 Ground Water Is Not an “Alternative” Source for Ground Water 


As described above, decades of research results and other evidence have documented preferential flow laterally 
and vertically between every zone of the FAS induced in response to groundwater withdrawals from every FAS 
zone, beginning with the surficial aquifer and extending to the deepest zone, although the permitting of ASR 
wells presumes no hydrologic connections between the lower, middle, and upper Floridan and the surficial 
aquifer. Therefore, it is difficult to understand why millions of tax dollars currently are being proposed for 
theoretical artificial aquifer “storage” and “recovery” using ASR wells in Florida and Georgia. In fact, the 
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following excerpt from the Florida Statutes implies that ground water can be used as an “alternative” source of 
for ground water, which the scientific data clearly shows is not possible for the FAS: 


Alternative water supply (AWS) “Salt water; brackish surface water and groundwater; surface water 
captured predominately during wet-weather flows; sources made available through the addition of new 
storage capacity for surface water or groundwater, water that has been reclaimed after one or more 
public supply, municipal, industrial, commercial, or agricultural uses; the downstream augmentation of 
water bodies with reclaimed water; stormwater; and, any other water supply source that is designated as 
nontraditional for a water supply planning region in the applicable regional water supply plan” (Section 
373.019, Florida Statutes). 


This example of state law reflects the apparent lack of lawmakers’ scientific understanding of groundwater 
responses in a regional karst aquifer system and the interconnections between all zones of the aquifer system and 
surface waters. This lack of understanding also appears to extend to the attorneys with practices that involve 
environmental litigation, based on the recent legal analysis of Florida’s new water law termed a “marvel of 
compromise,” that will take effect July 1, 2016 (if signed into law by the governor), and which acknowledges the 
following (Alderman, 2016): 


...significant portions of Florida do not have enough water reserves from traditional groundwater 
sources to sustain continued growth. This dilemma has sparked the need to promote or even require 
development of alternative water supplies and to adopt additional limitations on withdrawals from 
traditional groundwater sources. 


Finally, the Bill addresses the multiple existing programs for protection of the South Florida natural 
environment... 


In addition to the threat of diminishing water supplies, continued concern for Florida's premier springs 
brought about the creation of a new regulatory category to afford them special protection, together with 
associated development limitations and remediation plans. Additional protections have also been 
afforded to help remediate impaired water bodies throughout the state, but particularly the ecosystems 
in south Florida. 
A new protected class of waters is created: the Outstanding Florida Spring (OFS) OFSs include all 
historic first magnitude springs and their associated spring runs and the following: De Leon, Peacock, 
Poe, Rock, Wekiwa and Gemini Springs, and their spring runs. 


Development of alternative water supplies for water-starved areas is encouraged through provision for 
pilot projects to be undertaken by the three largest water management districts: St. Johns, South Florida 
(SFWMD) and Southwest Florida. 


The decades of scientific research and data addressed in our study clearly show that the state’s 
environmentally sensitive lands and waters, particularly the springs, cannot be protected under this 
proposed new law with the proposed continuation of groundwater withdrawals, injections, and 
depletions from large excavations referenced as “reservoirs” and “water farming.” Therefore, the 
environment has gained nothing, but lost additional protection under this law. Hopefully those 
economically and environmentally costly proposed approaches will be replaced with closed loop 
systems that are capable of minimizing adverse environmental impacts, to earn the claim of true 
compromise. 


6. Summary and Conclusions 


Fractures and sinkholes in the FAS have been mapped throughout Florida and at least one coastal-plain county of 
Georgia, although this regional karst aquifer also extends throughout the coastal plain of Alabama and South 
Carolina, from the submerged carbonate platform of the Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, and Straits of Florida. 
This carbonate aquifer system is characterized by bedding planes, fractures, dissolution cavities, and other karst 
features that result in preferential flow of ground water, particularly in response to anthropogenic perturbations 
such as groundwater withdrawals and aquifer injections. Extensive networks of fractures have been reported by 
the US Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE, 2004), and mapped by Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT, 
1973), and Vernon (1951) throughout Florida and mapped in Dougherty County by Brook and Allison (1986). 
Krause and Randolph (1989) divided the FAS into six sub-regions for groundwater modeling and concluded 
breaches of those groundwater divides had occurred, attributing those breaches to large withdrawals of 
groundwater in the US southeastern coastal plain. Some of those mapped fractures extended from one sub-region 
into an adjacent sub-region in the FAS and may be facilitating the breaching of groundwater divides described 
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by Krause and Randolph (1989) in that regional aquifer system.  


The greater total fractures and fracture density in Dougherty County (1,225 and 141.3/100 km2, respectively) 
compared to 21 north-Florida counties (10-91 fractures per county and 0.6-3.8/100 km2, respectively) 
presumably is due to the scale of fracture mapping and shorter mean lengths of mapped fractures in Dougherty 
County (1.2 km), compared to north Florida counties (26-118 km), rather than to orders of magnitude increases 
in fracture densities in that part of the FAS.  Extensions of the Dougherty County fractures, however, did not 
suggest that those short fractures were fragmented segments of longer fractures. The number of sinkholes (934) 
mapped in Dougherty County by Brook and Allison (1986) in analog form and converted to georeferenced 
digital format in our study increased by more than an order of magnitude, based on the number of sinkholes 
identified in a NASA DEVELOP project (18,557), using 2011 Advanced Spaceborne Thermal Emission and 
Reflection Radiometer (ASTER) images. When we extended the dense network of those fractures that occurred 
within the boundaries of Chickasawhatchee Swamp/Ichauway Plantation PARCA, that encompassed Dougherty 
County, those extensions covered the Elmodel WMA and ASR demonstration well in Baker County, Georgia. 
Those extensions also passed through numerous agricultural areas with center-pivot irrigation wells in southwest 
Georgia; intersected other Georgia PARCAs near the Florida/Georgia state line; and clumped in two areas of 
dense sinkhole clusters in northwest Florida (sub-regions H and U). The magnitude and extent of agricultural, 
municipal, and industrial groundwater withdrawals in Georgia’s coastal plain exceed groundwater withdrawals 
in Florida for that area of the FAS. No determination has been made regarding the contributions of those 
groundwater withdrawals in Georgia to water pirated, via preferential flow through fractures, from the 
Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint (ACF) River Basins and Wakulla Springshed or to the increase in sinkholes in 
Dougherty County and the dense clusters of sinkholes in northwest Florida. Similarly, the survival and recovery 
of at least 24 animal species in Georgia that are either federally listed or high-priority state species may be 
jeopardized by adverse direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts from preferential flow through fractures, 
sinkholes, and other karst conduits in response to aquifer injections and withdrawals that have not been evaluated. 
Currently no regional groundwater model has been constructed to evaluate preferential groundwater flow 
through the mapped fractures, sinkholes, and other karst conduits in the FAS.  Such a model is essential to 
determine the magnitude and extent of environmental impacts from ASR wells and other supply and disposal 
wells in this regional aquifer system, such as pirated water from the ACF and other river basins, alterations in 
submarine groundwater discharge to Apalachicola Bay and other coastal areas, saltwater intrusion, upconing of 
saline ground water, and resulting impacts to federally listed and high-priority state species. 
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Appendix A.  


2005 Rankings/Descriptions of Standardized Threats to High Priority Fish and Aquatic Invertebrate Species in Georgia 
related to Groundwater Withdrawals and Injections in the FAS. (* from Albanese et al. (2015); threats from 2005 
SWAP Plan particularly relevant to aquatic species in bold red font.) 
2. Incompatible Agricultural Practices 


Includes agricultural practices that impact the environment well outside the actual agricultural operation through 
releases of excess nutrients, toxins, or sediments. Includes practices that degrade stream or wetland habitat 
quality. 
3. Altered Fire Regimes: 
Includes fire exclusion, fire suppression, alteration of habitats through unnatural timing, Frequency, or intensity 
of prescribed burns, and other incompatible fire management practices. Fire regimes are affected by altered 
community composition (e.g., increase of non-pyric species such as oak) and habitat fragmentation. Fire is an 
important ecological process that drives many of the terrestrial habitats in Georgia. 
4. Altered Hydrology 
Includes construction and use of ditches, levees, dikes, and drainage tiles, flow diversion,  
dredging, channelization, filling of wetlands and headwater streams, destabilization of stream banks or channels, 
head-cutting, and other alterations to stream morphology or hydrologic regimes. Results in degradation or 
destruction of aquatic and wetland habitats. 
5. Altered Water Quality 


Includes various forms of point and non-point source pollution, such as herbicides, pesticides, sediments, 
nutrient loading, and thermal modifications that directly impact water quality. Sources are quite varied and 
include waste water discharges, excessive soil disturbance near streams, increased impermeable surface area 
resulting from development, and loss of vegetation in riparian buffers. 
6. Commercial/Industrial Development  


Includes development of structures and infrastructure (buildings, utilities, driveways and roads) for commercial 
or industrial purposes, usually in an urban setting. Impacts may include direct habitat destruction, fragmentation, 
altered thermal regimes, and indirect pollution sources that alter water quality.  
7. Conversion to Agriculture  
Includes the conversion of natural habitats to anthropogenic habitats managed for agricultural crops, pasture, 
horticulture, or silviculture. Usually involves removal of native vegetation, site preparation, and planting of 
off-site or non-native species. Results in habitat destruction or fragmentation and may impact water quality.  
8. Dam and Impoundment Construction  


Includes the construction of dams and impoundments (from agricultural ponds to large reservoirs) that directly 
affect stream flows and fragment aquatic habitat. Results in impacts to the impounded portion of the stream as 
well as habitats above and below the dam.  
9. Development of Roads or Utilities  


Includes construction of new roads (interstate highways, state highways, and county roads) and utility 
right-of-ways (e.g., electrical transmission lines, water/sewer, gas pipelines) that result in habitat destruction or 
fragmentation and creation of new avenues for invasion by exotic species. 
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10. Disease  


Includes fatal or debilitating disorders resulting from infections, poisons, pathogenic microorganisms, or 
parasites. The most serious impacts generally result from introduced vectors or pathogens (e.g., sudden oak death, 
hemlock wooly adelgid, chestnut blight). Impacts can be devastating to the species directly attacked as well as 
natural communities. 
11. Excessive Groundwater and Surface Water Withdrawal 
Includes direct groundwater and surface water withdrawals for agricultural, industrial, and municipal water 
supplies. Excessive withdrawal can result in lowered water tables, diminished local aquifer discharges, and 
reductions in water available to sustain stream base flows, spring discharges, isolated wetlands, karst 
environments, and seepage communities. 
14. Incompatible Forestry Practices  


Involves poor forestry practices that impact species of concern. This includes failure to follow BMPs and site 
management activities that result in altered structure and composition of adjacent natural habitats or degraded 
stream or wetland habitats.  
15. Global Warming/Climate Change  


Defined as consistent, directed change in climatic conditions at regional scales. Such changes may include 
increases or decreases in average temperatures, changes in the rates, distribution, frequency, or timing of 
precipitation, and frequency and intensity of storm events. Local effects are often difficult to quantify. 
18. Incompatible Mining/Mineral Extraction  
Includes extraction of minerals, oil, or gas or similar activities that result in the disturbance or destruction of 
natural habitats as well as secondary impacts such as sedimentation or releases of toxins. Impacts may include 
increased sediment loads, downstream scouring, habitat destruction and disturbance, fragmentation, and creation 
of migration routes for invasive exotic species. 
19. Incompatible Road/Utility Management  


Includes management of roads or utility corridors that results in excessive releases of sediment or provides 
access for non-native species, as well as vegetation management practices that are environmentally “unfriendly” 
(e.g. indiscriminant use of herbicides).  
20. Industrial/Municipal Pollution  


Includes toxins and air-borne pollutants, thermally altered effluent, and other point source pollutants derived 
from industrial/commercial land uses in an urban or suburban setting. Involves direct impacts in the form of 
chemical or thermal stresses to species or natural communities. 
21. Invasive/Alien Species  
Includes exotic species as well as native species that have become invasive due to past habitat alterations (e.g. 
hardwood encroachment of long leaf pine habitats following fire suppression). Impacts include competition, 
hybridization, and predation as well as long-term alterations of ecological systems and processes (e.g. hydrologic 
changes, changes in soil attributes, altered fire regimes). 
23. Residential Development  


Includes primary and secondary home construction as well as development of associated infrastructure (e.g. 
subdivision roads and driveways, sewer and stormwater utilities). Impacts may include habitat destruction, 
disturbance, fragmentation, and introduction of invasive species.” 
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------ Forwarded Message
From: sydney <appliedenvirserve@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, 29 Aug 2017 21:59:21 -0400
To: "david_shindle@fws.gov" <david_shindle@fws.gov>, "Chair, Ecology Party
of Florida" <chair@ecologyparty.org>
Subject: Attachment 2/Attachment 1: COMMENTS: Justification for maintaining
the listing of Florida panthers as an endangered species

Following is Attachment 2 for the comments below:
Attachment 2 Bacchus ELI wildfires107.pdf

------ Forwarded Message
From: sydney <appliedenvirserve@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, 29 Aug 2017 21:56:39 -0400
To: "david_shindle@fws.gov" <david_shindle@fws.gov>, "Chair, Ecology Party
of Florida" <chair@ecologyparty.org>
Subject: Attachment 1: COMMENTS: Justification for maintaining the listing
of Florida panthers as an endangered species

Following is Attachment 1 for the comments below:
Attachment 1 Bacchus 404 18GSA mining paper2006.pdf

------ Forwarded Message
From: sydney <appliedenvirserve@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, 29 Aug 2017 21:53:27 -0400
To: <david_shindle@fws.gov>, "Chair, Ecology Party of Florida"
<chair@ecologyparty.org>
Subject: COMMENTS: Justification for maintaining the listing of Florida
panthers as an endangered species

Dear Dr. Shindle,

Please see the following comments as justification for maintaining the
listing of Florida panthers as an endangered species.

Attached is the letter version of these comments as the following pdf file:
USFWS panther ltr 082917.pdf

I will be forwarding the 7 attachments separately because of the large file
size of some of those attachments.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.

Sincerely,
Sydney Bacchus, Ph. D.
Hydroecologist

____________________
August 29, 2017

David Shindle, Florida Panther Coordinator
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
david_shindle@fws.gov

Re: Justification for maintaining the listing of Florida panthers as an



endangered species

Dear Dr. Shindle,

I am providing the formal comments below on behalf of the Ecology Party of
Florida (EPF) and myself, for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service¹s (USFWS)
status review for continued listing of the Florida panthers (Puma concolor
coryi) as an endangered species. My comments are based, in part, on the
approximately 40 peer-reviewed papers, journal articles, book chapters and
books, addressing various aspects of the irreversible adverse environmental
impacts of groundwater alterations on habitats in Florida and the
southeastern coastal plain that I have authored or co-authored.

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS NOT CONSIDERED
Habitat for Florida panthers and a primary prey of these panthers (i.e.,
white-tailed deer) has been evaluated by Davis (1943); Young and Goldman
(1946); Harlow and Jones (1965); Hemker, Lindzey, and Ackerman (1984);
Belden and Maehr (1986); Maehr (1987); Maehr, Land, Roof, and McCown (1989);
Beier, Choate, and Barrett (1995); Kautz, Kawula, Hoctor, Comiskey, Jansen,
Jennings, Kasbohm, Mazzotti, McBride, Richardson, and Root (2006); Benson,
Lotz and Jansen (2008); Land, Shindle, Kawula, Benson, Lotz, and Onorato
(2008); Onorato, Criffield, Lotz, Cunningham, McBride, Leone, Bass, and
Helgren (2011); Frakes, Belden, Wood, and James (2015); van de Kerk,
Onorato, Criffield, Bolker, Augustine, McKinley, and Oli (2015); and others.
None of those studies considered the adverse cumulative impacts (effects)
related to groundwater alterations that degrade and destroy of essential
panther habitat in the primary and secondary panther habitat zones,
including habitat for panther dens and habitat for an abundance of high
quality prey items that are essential for the nutritional demands of
successfully rearing panther kittens in the wild.

As examples, Kautz et al. (2006) and Frakes et al. (2015) recommended no
loss of quality and quantity of the remaining panther habitat in southwest
Florida, but those publications did not address the highly fractured aquifer
system underlying the areas designated as primary and secondary panther
habitat zones or how groundwater alterations via those fractures degrade and
destroy essential habitat within those zones. In fact, neither those
publications, nor the others referenced above addressed the adverse
cumulative impacts (effects) of groundwater alterations (e.g., from
groundwater withdrawals for municipal, agricultural and industrial/power
plant use and from non-mechanical dewatering of the aquifer system from all
types of mining) that occur far from the surface footprints via fractures.

 Those cumulative impacts also occur within areas considered as ³protected²
by those authors, such as Big Cypress National Preserve and Fakahatchee
Strand State Preserve, from groundwater withdrawals for municipal,
agricultural and industrial/power plant use, from non-mechanical dewatering
of the aquifer system from all types of mining, and from oil exploration,
even beyond the boundaries of those areas that are presumed to be
³protected.² Those cumulative impacts are in addition to the cumulative
impacts from panther deaths due to existing and proposed roads and proposed
development projects (e.g., the proposed Rural Lands West subdivision in
eastern Collier County, adjacent to the Florida Panther National Wildlife
Refuge), which would include traffic in addition to increasing groundwater
alterations that will degrade and destroy essential panther habitat. I am
including the seven attached publications (submitted individually) as
examples of the fractures and cumulative impacts referenced above that



result from groundwater impacts to habitats, including habitats essential to
the survival of Florida panthers. I urge the USFWS to consider all of those
cumulative impacts now and after continuing the endangered status of the
Florida panther to ensure the survival and recovery of the Florida panther.

Sincerely,
Sydney T. Bacchus, Ph. D.
Hydroecologist

cc:              Ecology Party of Florida (chair@ecologyparty.org)

Attachments
1.              Bacchus, S.T. (2006) Nonmechanical dewatering of the
regional Floridan aquifer system. Perspectives on Karst Geomorphology,
Hydrology, and Geochemistry, 404, 219-234
2.              Bacchus, S.T. (2007) More inconvenient truths: Wildfires and
wetlands, SWANCC and Rapanos. National Wetlands Newsletter, 29, 15-21
3.              Lines, J.P., Bernardes, S., He, J., Zhang, S., Bacchus,
S.T., Madden, M., & Jordan, T. (2012) Preferential groundwater flow pathways
and hydroperiod alterations indicated by georectified lineaments and
sinkholes at proposed karst nuclear power plant and mine sites. Journal of
Sustainable Development, 5, p78
4.              Bacchus, S.T., Bernardes, S., Jordan, T., & Madden, M.
(2014) Benthic macroalgal blooms as indicators of nutrient loading from
aquifer-injected sewage effluent in environmentally sensitive near-shore
waters associated with the South Florida Keys. Journal of Geography and
Geology, 6
5.              Bacchus, S.T., Bernardes, S., Xu, W., & Madden, M. (2015a)
Fractures as preferential flowpaths for aquifer storage and recovery (ASR)
injections and withdrawals: implications for environmentally sensitive
near-shore waters, wetlands of the Greater Everglades Basin and the regional
karst aquifer system. Journal of Geography and Geology, 7, 117-155
6.              Bacchus, S. T., Bernardes, S., Xu, W., & Madden, M. (2015b).
What Georgia Can Learn from Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) in Florida.
Proceedings of the 2015 Georgia Water Resources Conference, held April
28-29, 2015, at The University of Georgia, Athens, GA.  (eds R.J. McDowell,
C.A. Pruitt, R.A. Bahn)
7.              Xu, W., S. Bernardes, S. T., Bacchus and M. Madden. (2016)
Mapped Fractures and Sinkholes in the Coastal Plain of Florida and Georgia
to Infer Environmental Impacts from Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) and
Supply Wells in the Regional Karst Floridan Aquifer System. Journal of
Geography and Geology 8(2):76-110
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From: lewis goldberg
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fw: Do not delist Florida panther
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 1:37:15 PM

--- On Fri, 8/11/17, lewis goldberg <goldlew@yahoo.com> wrote:

> From: lewis goldberg <goldlew@yahoo.com>
> Subject: Do not delist Florida panther
> To: david_shindle@fws.gob
> Date: Friday, August 11, 2017, 1:17 PM
> Please reconsider the possibility of
> delisting the Florida panther. Most people want to keep the
> little wildlife that is left. It seems that this government
> wants to eliminate wildlife so they can build more houses.
> It definitely will not be wise if you make panthers a trophy
> hunters dream. They will become extinct.
>

mailto:goldlew@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: P. Whitehead
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fw: Do NOT Remove Florida Panther from the Endangered Species List under the Federal Endangered Species

Act
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:51:48 PM
Attachments: Transcript testimony - Vol II Sept 4 2015.pdf

Item 10(c)-CPA Lee 15-3.pdf

 
Do NOT Remove the Florida Panther from the Endangered Species List under the Federal
Endangered Species Act
Moreover encourage your Vero Beach Office to write Biological Opinions that are truthful and
defensible and that are not products of undo coercion from Developers! The attached
materials were sent to Connie Cassler of your Vero Beach office in November of 2015, to help
guide the Biological Opinion for Corkscrew Farms. Included were traffic impact projections
from the Florida Department of Transportation, which clearly forecast a 10 fold or 1000
percent increase in traffic created by this development alone, up to nearly 11,500 additional
motorized vehicles trips per day!  The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council clearly
stated in their report: "Council staff finds this project to be regionally significant based on
potential impacts to regional transportation and the environment"
Nevertheless this guidance was ignored by your staff and the Biological Opinion prepared by
Charles Kelso merely stated that "The Project will result in minor increased vehicular traffic in
the Project vicinity during and after construction".   Bald-faced lies included to serve the aims of
the developer.
Please start using the Endangered Species act the way it was intended to be used, to protect the
Florida Panther and stop propagating nonsense and falsehoods in these Biological Opinions.

Sincerely,

Patty Whitehead, Board Member
Responsible Growth Management Coalition

From: P Whitehead <pbackos@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2015 10:20 PM
To: david_shindle@fws.gov; constance_cassler@fws.gov; frakesr@comcast.net
Cc: happyoldfogey@aol.com; ralf@ralfbrookesattorney.com; bleegruninger@comcast.net;
gaeakayaks; roynora@comcast.net; d.urich@comcast.net; jlopez@biologicaldiversity.org
Subject: RE: Lee County Parcels - GIS file (Corkscrew Farms)
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L E E  COUNTY H E A R I N G  E X A M I N E R  


C A S E  NO. D C I 2 0 1 5 - 0 0 0 0 4  


A P P L I C A N T :  CAMPROP, I N C .  - J O E  CAMERATTA 


I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  C o r k s c r e w  F a r m s  


VOL 11: PGS 1 6 0  - 372 


T R A N S C R I P T  O F  PROCEEDINGS b e f o r e  


DONNA MARIE COLLINS, c h i e f  H e a r i n g  E x a m i n e r ,  


1 5 0 0  M o n r o e  S t r e e t ,  F o r t  M y e r s ,  ~ l o r i d a ,  


on t h e  4 t h  day o f  S e p t e m b e r ,  2 0 1 5 .  


APPEARANCES : 


N E A L E  MONTGOMERY, E S Q U I R E  
R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  A p p l i c a n t  


CHIP BLOCK, S e n i o r  P l a n n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  c o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t  


BRANDON DUNN, P r i  n c i  p a l  ~l anner 
D i v i s i o n  o f  p l a n n i n g  


ANURA K A R U N A - M U N I ,   operation^ M a n a g e r  
~ i v i s i o n  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  


M A R T I N A  R E P O R T I N G  S E R V I C E S  
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I N D E X  


W I T N E S S :  


C A R L  A .  BARRACO 
D I R E C T  E X A M I N A T I O N  
B Y  MS.  MONTGOMERY: 
C R O S S - E X A M I N A T I O N  
B Y  MR. K A R U N A - M U N I :  


MATTHEW A .  NOBLE 
D I R E C T  T E S T I M O N Y  
C R O S S - E X A M I N A T I O N  
B Y  MR. DUNN 
R E D I R E C T  E X A M I N A T I O N  
BY MS.  MONTGOMERY 
FURTHER R E D I R E C T  E X A M I N A T I O N  
BY MS.  MONTGOMERY 


R A Y  B L A C K S M I T H  
D I R E C T  T E S T I M O N Y  
D I R E C T  E X A M I N A T I O N  
B Y  MS.  MONTGOMERY 


C H I P  BLOCK 
D I R E C T  T E S T I M O N Y  
C R O S S - E X A M I N A T I O N  
B Y  MS. MONTGOMERY 


D A V I D  U R I C H  
D I R E C T  T E S T I M O N Y  


P A T T Y  W H I T E H E A D  
D I R E C T  T E S T I M O N Y  


P E T E R  C A N G I A L O S I  
D I R E C T  T E S T I M O N Y  


SHANE JOHNSON 
D I R E C T  T E S T I M O N Y  
D I R E C T  E X A M I N A T I O N  
B Y  MS. MONTGOMERY 


MATTHEW A .  N O B L E  
D I R E C T  E X A M I N A T I O N  
B Y  MS.  MONTGOMERY 


RON T A L O N E  
D I R E C T  E X A M I N A T I O N  
B Y  MS.  MONTGOMERY 
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I I N  D  E  X  (cant.) 


D A V I D  BROWN 
D I R E C T  E X A M I N A T I O N  
BY MS. MONTGOMERY 


RAY BLACKSMITH 
D I R E C T  E X A M I N A T I O N  
BY MS. MONTGOMERY 
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D I R E C T  TESTIMONY 
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SEPTEMBER 4 ,  2015 - MORNING S E S S I O N  


9:00 A . M .  


(Thereupon, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p roceed ings  were had):  


HEARING EXAMINER: ~ o o d  morn ing ,  Donna M a r i e  


C o l l i n s .  Today i s  September 4 t h ,  2015. We a r e  


c o n t i n u i n g  w i t h  t h e  case o f  co r ksc rew  Farms 


DCI2015-00004. 


We a r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  


p r e s e n t a t i o n .  I unders tand  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  been some 


change t o  t h e  e x h i  b i t s .  DO you want t o  have 


somebody e x p l a i n  t h a t  t o  me r i g h t  now? 


MS. MONTGOMERY: N O ,  n o t  y e t .  


HEARING EXAMINER: W i t h  t h e  Powerpo in t?  


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  T e l l  he r  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  


on.  


M R .  B L A C K S M I T H :  We've added a  few pages t o  t h e  


powe rpo in t  t o  b e t t e r  e x p l a i n  some o f  ou r  p o s i t i o n s .  


HEARING EXAMINER: okay .  And t h a t  s t a r t s  w i t h  


page 107 o f  t h e  powerpo in t?  


M R .  B L A C K S M I T H :  R i g h t .  Not  a l l  o f  t h o s e  pages 


a r e  changed. T h e r e ' s  p r o b a b l y  f o u r  o r  f i v e  


a d d i t i o n a l  s l i d e s ,  b u t  what we d i d  i s  f r o m  t h e  


b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s l i d e  t h a t  changed, we 


r e p r i n t e d  a l l  t h e  pages so t h e  page numbers l i n e  
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UP. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Okay. So - -  


MR.  BLACKSMITH: There  a r e  o n l y  f o u r  o r  


f i v e  pages t h a t  a r e  new. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Okay. So b a s i c a l l y  t h e  


o r i g i n a l  106,  t h e  same; and t h e n  i t ' s  Pages 1 0 7  on 


t h a t  need t o  be r e p l a c e d ?  


MR.  B L A C K S M I T H :  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Okay. And d i d  you p r o v i d e  a 


copy o f  t h e  new Powerpo in t  t o  t h e  s t a f f ?  


Okay. B e f o r e  - -  o k a y .  A t  some p o i n t  p l e a s e  


make s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  have a copy o f  t h a t .  ~t 


d o e s n ' t  - -  i t  can be a f t e r  t h e  c l o s e  o f  h e a r i n g ,  so 


l o n g  as t h e y  have i t .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  r e c a l l  c a r 1  


B a r r a c o .  We ended w i t h  h im and g o i n g  t o  s t a r t  w i t h  


h im.  


Thereupon, 


CARL A .  BARRACO, 


a f t e r  h a v i n g  been p r e v i o u s l y  d u l y  sworn o r  a f f i r m e d ,  was 


examined and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s :  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: And M r .  B a r r a c o ,  y o u ' r e  s t i l l  


and e n g i n e e r  and y o u ' r e  s t i l l  under  o a t h ?  


MR.  BARRACO: Yes, I am, t o  b o t h .  
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. M r .  Ba r raco ,  I t h i n k  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  a t  t h e  


end o f  t h e  h e a r i n g  on Wednesday, I t h i n k  t h e r e  was soml 


concern  abou t  t h e  need f o r  t h e  ongo ing  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o-  


t h e  f l ow-ways ;  and t o  t h a t  end 1 t h i n k  we need t o  have 


a  l i t t l e  b i t  more d i s c u s s i o n  abou t  t h o s e  f low-ways.  


what wou ld  t h e y  l o o k  l i k e  t o  a  noneng ineer  i f  


y o u ' r e  o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  ground? what e x a c t l y  i s  a  


f 1 ow-way? 


A .  okay .  I'll s t a r t  by answer ing  t h a t  t h e  


f low-ways w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  a r e  i n  t h e s e  t h r e e  a reas  


i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  one t o  t h e  wes t ,  and one t o  t h e  e a s t ,  


Those f low-ways w i  11 t a k e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  


a g r i c u l t u r e  and t r y  t o  b r i n g  back what used t o  be t h e r t  


b e f o r e  t h e  l a n d  was d i s t u r b e d  by a g r i c u l t u r e .  


And t h e  f low-ways w i l l  b a s i c a l l y  c o n s i s t  o f  a  


w ide ,  s h a l l o w  conveyance, v e r y  g e n t l e  s l o p e s .  I f  you 


were o u t  t h e r e  l o o k i n g  a t  i t ,  you m i g h t  n o t  even see 


t h a t  i t ' s  t h e r e  because o f  t h e  heavy v e g e t a t i o n .  B u t  


e s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e s e  a r e  l o w e r  a reas  t h a t  a r e  v e r y  w ide  


t h a t  c o l l e c t  and channel  t h e  w a t e r  when i t  i s  a t  a  


h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n  when t h e r e  i s  wa te r  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  


needs t o  move. 


o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  t h e  wa te r  w i l l  pond i n  a reas .  
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so t hese  a r e  a l i t t l e  deeper t h a n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  


a reas .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  So can I ask a 


q u e s t i o n ?  I d o n ' t  mean t o  - -  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Yes, ma' alll. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  - -  i n t e r r u p t  you.  


SO s i n c e  r i g h t  now t h i s  l a n d  i s  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  


use ,  t h e r e ' s  g o i n g  t o  have t o  be improvement t o  t h e  


l a n d  t o  c r e a t e  t h e s e  dep ress i ons  so t h a t  t h e  w a t e r  


can f l o w ?  


MR. BARRACO: Yes. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Okay. And t h e n  t h o s e  


dep ress i ons  w i l l  be vege ta ted?  


MR.  BARRACO: Yes. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  And w i l l  t h e  open ings  


i n  t h e  berm t h a t  have been d i scussed  co r respond  


genera1 1 y w i t h  t hese  areas? 


M R .  BARRACO: E x a c t l y .  


H E A R I N G  E X A M I N E R :  okay .  Thank you.  


MR.  BARRACO: Yeah, I t h i n k  y o u ' r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  


p u t  t h a t  p i c t u r e  t o g e t h e r .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  Thank you.  


MR. BARRACO: W i t h o u t  b o t h  t h e  b reaks  and t h e  


berms and w i t h o u t  t h e s e  f l ow-ways ,  t h a t  h i s t o r i c  


w a t e r  c a n ' t  go f r om  n o r t h  t o  s o u t h ,  so w e ' r e  g o i n g  
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t o  r e i n t r o d u c e  t h a t  capab i  1 i t y .  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. And when we t a l k  abou t  r e s t o r i n g  h i s t o r i c  


s u r f a c e  w a t e r  f l o w s ,  t h e s e  t h r e e  l o c a t i o n s  were - -  how 


d i d  you de te rm ine  t h a t  t h a t  was where t h e  wa te r  


h i s t o r i c a l l y  f l owed?  


A. They showed o l d  aerophotographs and t h e y  were 


a c t u a l 1  y  i n  t h e  p r i o r  e n v i  ronmenta l  r esou rce  p e r m i t  


t h a t  1 d i scussed  e a r l i e r  t h a t  was i n  p l a c e  f o r  g o l f  


courses  i n  - -  on t h i s  p r o p e r t y .  


HEARING EXAMINER: Okay. So when you say 


h i s t o r i c a l  f l o w s  --  excuse me f o r  i n t e r r u p t i n g  


a g a i n  - -  t h i s  was p r e d a t i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  


berm t h a t  a t  some p o i n t  sepa ra ted  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  


f r o m  t h e  a i r p o r t  m i t i g a t i o n  l a n d s  t o  t h e  n o r t h ?  


M R .  BARRACO: E x a c t l y ,  yes .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  Thank Y O U .  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. W e l l ,  how w ide  a r e  t h o s e  g o i n g  t o  be? Are  t h e y  


g o i n g  t o  be a  few f e e t  w ide ,  t e n  f e e t  wide? G i ve  us - -  


can you g i v e  us an o r d e r  o f  magn i tude abou t  t h e  s i z e ?  


A. when we a c t u a l l y  end t h e  d e s i g n ,  w e ' l l  


de te rm ine  t h a t ,  b u t  I would  say i n  t h e  magn i tude o f  


50 f e e t  w ide .  ~ u t ,  a g a i n ,  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  be v e r y  


g e n t l e ,  so i t  m i g h t  s t a r t  a  hundred f e e t  v e r y  s h a l l o w  
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and come i n t o  50 f e e t .  


Q. w e l l ,  t owa rd  t h a t  end, 1 know t h a t  we 've  had a  


l o t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  abou t  o l d  w a t e r  management l a k e s ,  yo1 


know, a t  f o u r  t o  one s l o p e s ,  and t h e r e ' s  been 


d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  s l o p e s .  Would you expec t  t o  


have t h a t  k i n d  o f  subs idence w i t h  t h e  g e n t l e  s l opes  f o  


t h e  f low-ways? 


A. No. The f low-ways s h o u l d n ' t  be con fused  w i t h  


l a k e s  a t  a l l .  I t ' s  a  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f u n c t i o n ,  and 


th,e s l opes  a r e  much, much f l a t t e r .  The v e l o c i t i e s  - -  


a l t h o u g h  t h e r e ' s  no v e l o c i t i e s  i n  t h e  l a k e ,  t h e  


v e l o c i t i e s  o f  t h e  wa te r  e n t e r i n g  t h e  l a k e  a r e  h i g h e r .  


The v e l o c i t i e s  i n  t hese  f low-ways would be v e r y ,  v e r y  


l o w ,  so t h e r e  wou ld  be t h a t ,  coup led  w i t h  t h e  heavy 


v e g e t a t i o n .  I w o u l d n ' t  be concerned w i t h  any e r o s i o n  


i n  t h i s  a r e a  a t  a l l .  


Q. And t h e  heavy v e g e t a t i o n  does h e l p  up take  


n u t r i e n t s .  IS t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n t e n t  i n  v e g e t a t i n g  


t h e  f low-ways o r  - -  


A.  Oh, I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  - -  


Q. --  i s  i t  --  f r om  a  management s t a n d p o i n t ,  an 


e n g i n e e r i n g  s t a n d p o i n t ,  i s  i t  t o  s low t h e  wa te r  down? 


A .  From an e n g i n e e r i n g  s t a n d p o i n t ,  i t  does t a k e  u  


n u t r i e n t s ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  s t a b i l i z e s  t h e  e a r t h  because o f  


t h e  r o o t s  i n  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n ,  s t a b i l i z e s  t h e  e a r t h .  
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Q .  G iven t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you have g e n t l e  s l opes  and 


v e g e t a t i o n  t o  s t a b i l i z e  i t ,  wou ld  you expec t  any k i n d  


o f  subs idence once t h e  system i s  i n  p l ace?  


I A.  N O .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  - -  you say subs idence.  


I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  expec t  any subs idence.  
I 


HEARING EXAMINER:  What does t h a t  mean? what 


a r e  we t a l k i n g  about?  


MR. BARRACO: Subsidence,  i n  my mind,  tneans 


t h a t  you m i g h t  a c t u a l l y  see t h e  l o w e r i n g  o f  t h e  


l a n d .  I d o n ' t  expec t  t h a t  a t  a l l .  ~f y o u ' r e  


r e f e r r i n g  t o  e r o s i o n ,  d o n ' t  expec t  t h a t  e i t h e r .  


so,  i n  o t h e r  words, when t h i s  - -  


HEARING EXAMINER:  Okay. 


MR.  BARRACO: when t h i s  system i s  i n  p l a c e  and 


i t ' s  c e r t i f i e d ,  I d o n ' t  expec t  t h e r e  t o  be any 


l o s s e s  o r  concerns .  


The o n l y  maintenance t h a t  may be r e q u i r e d  i s  i f  


t h e r e  i s  some v e g e t a t i o n  t h a t  m i g h t  g e t  hung up.  


~ u t ,  a g a i n ,  t h a t ' s  i n  a  conveyance t h a t  has h i g h e r  


v e l o c i t i e s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  case i n  t h i s ,  


w i t h  t h i s .  


HEARING EXAMINER: okay .  SO I have a  q u e s t i o n  


abou t  t h e s e  conveyances t h a t  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be 


r e s t o r e d  i n  t h e  f o rm  o f  f l ow-ways .  We're n o t  


r e a l l y  t a l k i n g  abou t  r u n n i n g  wa te r  i n  a  conveyance. 
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w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  shee t  f l o w ,  c o r r e c t ?  ~ t ' s  


g o i n g  t o  - -  


MR. BARRACO: You would v i s u a l i z e  t h a t  more as 


shee t  f l o w ,  yes ,  and i t ' s  - -  1 d o n ' t  want t o  say 


i t ' s  p u r e  shee t  f l o w ,  because shee t  f l o w  occu rs  on 


v e r y ,  v e r y  w ide  a reas ,  h a l f  m i l e  o r  v e r y  w ide  


a reas .  ~ u t  t h i s  wou ld  l o o k  l i k e  shee t  f l o w ,  i n  


t h a t  t h e  v e l o c i t i e s  wou ld  be t h a t  l o w .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  


M R .  BARRACO: S O  i t  w o u l d n ' t  be l i k e  a  s t ream 


t h a t  you m i g h t  v i s u a l i z e  where t h e r e  was a  l o t  more 


r e l i e f  i n  t h e  l a n d ,  i n  t h e  s l o p e  and v e l o c i t i e s  i n  


excess o f  f i v e  f e e t  p e r  second. 


H E A R I N G  E X A M I N E R :  And t hese  a reas  a r e  g o i n g  t o  


be vege ta ted .  


MR.  BARRACO: Yes, and t h a t ' s  t h e  p i c t u r e  I ' m  


t r y i n g  t o  c r e a t e  f o r  you.  


I f  you were o u t  l o o k i n g  a t  t hese ,  you m i g h t  n o t  


even see t h a t  t h e  f low-way was t h e r e ,  because i t  


wou ld  be t h a t  s h a l l o w .  The whole t h i n g  would be 


v e g e t a t e d .  The p o i n t  i s  t h a t  i n  t h i s  - -  i n  t h i s  


r e s t o r a t i o n  a r e a  t h e r e  i s  - -  I d o n ' t  want t o  say a  


channe l ,  b u t  a  l o w e r  a r e a  t h a t  would h e l p  t h a t  


wa te r  go t h r o u g h  i n  t i m e s  t h a t  t h e  wa te r  needed t o  


go t h r o u g h .  
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H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  So r i g h t  now t h e s e  


a reas  a r e  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  use? 


M R .  BARRACO: Yes. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  So t h e y ' r e  b e i n g  


f e r t i l i z e d ,  p e s t i c i d e ,  a l l  t h a t ?  


MR.  BARRACO: A l l  o f  t h a t .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  happen t o  


t h e  - -  t hese  areas  p o s t  r e s t o r a t i o n ?  1 s  t h e r e  


g o i n g  t o  be f e r t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  o r  


p e s t i c i d e s  used o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  


MR. BARRACO: I would  l e t  shane answer t h a t .  


H E A R I N G  E X A M I N E R :  okay .  


MR. BARRACO: B u t  I d o n ' t  expec t  t h a t .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  I have - -  t h a t ' s  a  q u e s t i o n ,  


p l ease .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Okay. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Okay. Thank you.  


MR.  BARRACO: From an e n g i n e e r i n g  s t a n d p o i n t ,  I 


would  n o t  expec t  any a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  any f e r t i l i z e r  


o r  chemica ls  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  Once t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  


endeavors cease. 


MR.  BARRACO: A re  removed, c o r r e c t .  


HEARING EXAMINER: Thank you.  Con t inue .  
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BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. C a r l ,  i n  c o n d i t i o n  20.G, i t  says t h e  a p p l i c a n t  


i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  and m o n i t o r  t h e  d r a i n a g e  


c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  proposed f r e e  f low-ways i n  


p e r p e t u i t y .  


G iven  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  system w i l l  be 


s t a b i l i z e d  pe r  you r  t e s t i m o n y ,  do you as an eng inee r  


t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a  need t o  c e r t i f y  t h e  system eve ry  


year?  


A. No, I d o n ' t .  ~ n d  t h e  p e r p e t u i t y  i s  w i t h  e v e r y  


p r o j e c t ,  and t h a t  happens t h r o u g h  t h e  env i r onmen ta l  


r esou rce  p e r t n i t  and t h e  maintenance r e q u i r e d  t h r o u g h  


t h a t  p e r m i t ,  b u t  I ' v e  never  r e a l l y  seen any system t h a t  


r e q u i  r e d  a  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  e v e r y  two yea rs  i n  p e r p e t u i t y .  


~ n d  I would go so f a r  as t o  say t h a t  when t h e  


system i s  comple ted  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  comple ted ,  i t  


w i l l  be c e r t i f i e d  and rev iewed  by  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  


eng inee r ,  b o t h  a t  t h e  coun t y  l e v e l  when t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  


o f  compl iance i s  o b t a i n e d ,  and a l s o  a t  t h e  s o u t h  


F l o r i d a  Water Management D i s t r i c t  when t h e  system goes 


f r o m  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  o p e r a t i o n  and maintenance.  So 


those  a r e  two t i m e s  t h a t  t h e  eng inee r  w i l l  go o u t  and 


do an o n - s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n  and w i l l  a c t u a l l y  c e r t i f y  t h e  


system. 


HEARING E X A M I N E R :  Okay. what c o n d i t i o n  a r e  
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you t a l k i n g  about?  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: 20.G 


MR.  BARRACO: 20.  


MS.  MONTGOMERY: Page 6 .  


MR.  BLOCK: I f  I may, Madam Hea r i ng  ~ x a m i n e r ,  I 


t h i n k  what t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  r e l a t i n g  t o ,  i f  1 may, 


Nea le ,  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  Ch ip  B l o c k  f o r  t h e  


r e c o r d .  


A re  we t a l k i n g  about  t h e  48-hour  l e t t e r ?  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: NO. We're j u s t  t a l k i n g  abou t  


c o n d i t i o n  20.G a t  t h e  moment. we' r e  n o t  r e a l l y  


t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  l e t t e r .  I'm j u s t  t r y i n g  


t o  e x p l a i n  - -  


MR. BLOCK: Bu t  i n  t h a t  s e t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  


were p a r t  o f  t h e  48-hour  l e t t e r ?  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Yes. 


M R .  BLOCK: okay .  To h e l p  t h e  ~ e a r i n g  


Examiner,  i f  y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h a t  document, 


i t ' s  a c t u a l l y  renumbered 19 ,  n a t u r a l  r esou rce  


c o n d i t i o n s .  


H E A R I N G  E X A M I N E R :    hank you.  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: B u t  what I j u s t  read  t o  h e r ,  


though,  i s  c o n d i t i o n  2 0 . ~  i n  t h e  s t a f f  r e p o r t .  


MR.  BLOCK: Thank you.    hat's c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Yeah. 
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MR.  BLOCK: T h a t ' s  w h a t ' s  i n  t h e  s t a f f  r e p o r t ,  


wh ich  i s  a l s o  renumbered t o  19 - -  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Yes 


MR. BLOCK:  - -  i n  t h e  48-hour .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Yes 


MR.  BLOCK: I j u s t  wanted t o  h e l p  t h e  Hea r i ng  


Examiner f i n d  t h e  r i g h t  one. 


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. ~ n d ,  C a r l ,  wou ld  i t  be b e t t e r  i f  t h e  Depar tment  


o f  N a t u r a l  Resources had t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  de te rm ine  t h a t  


t h e  m o n i t o r i n g  d o e s n ' t  need t o  go on i n  p e r p e t u i t y  once 


t h e  system i s  s t a b i l i z e d  o r  f o r  some l e s s e r  t i m e  t h a n  


e v e r y  year?  


A. yeah. L e t  me s t e p  back ,  though,  and p o i n t  t o  


20 .0 .  ~ n d  20.0 i s  a  r equ i r emen t  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  


become a  c o - p e r m i t t e e  w i t h  Lee County i n  t h e  MS4 


system. MS4 i s  M u n i c i p a l  Separa te  s t o r m  Sewer system. 


And t h r o u g h  t h a t  r equ i r emen t ,  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  have t o  


have annual  r ev i ews  i n  and o f  t h a t  program. 


T y p i c a l l y ,  on t h e  --  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  


system, 20 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  system would be rev iewed  


a n n u a l l y ,  so t h a t  eve r y  f i v e  yea rs  t h e r e  i s  a  f u l l  


r ev i ew  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  system. SO t h a t  i s  a l r e a d y  i n  


p l a c e .  


what I would  sugges t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  h a v i n g  such 
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an onerous r equ i r emen t  o f  an eng inee r  g o i n g  o u t  e v e r y  


two yea rs  and c e r t i f y i n g  t h e  systems,  n o t  t h a t  I mind 


t h a t  p e r s o n a l l y ,  b u t  t h e  c l i e n t  m i g h t  n o t  l i k e  t h a t  - -  


Q. The r e s i d e n t s .  


A .  - -  as much. 


Tha t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  


c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  coun t y  and a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h a t  


maybe one o r  two more be done, and t h a t  t h e  Lee c o u n t y  


Depar tment  o f  N a t u r a l  Resources have t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  


suspend t h o s e  requ i r emen ts  o f  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  e v e r y  


two yea rs  i f  t h e y  see t h a t  t h e r e ' s  no concerns .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  W e l l ,  w h a t ' s  t h e  g o a l ?  


MR.  BARRACO: As I unders tand  i t ,  t h e  coun t y  i s  


concerned t h a t  t h e r e  c o u l d  be snags and t h e r e  c o u l d  


be impediments t o  f l o w  d e v e l o p i n g  i n  t h e  f l ow-ways ,  


wh ich  wou ld  t h e n  a f f e c t  someone upstream and 


p r e v e n t  t h a t  wa te r  f r o m  f l o w i n g .  ~ u t ,  aga in ,  t h o s e  


i n s p e c t i o n s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  my mind,  w i l l  be happen ing  


t h rough  t h e  MS4 program. There i s  a l s o  t h e  ERP 


t h a t  r e q u i r e s  maintenance o f  t hose  systems, and i f  


t h e r e  was a  prob lem t h e r e  wou ld  be a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  


t h e  p e r m i t .  


H E A R I N G  E X A M I N E R :  S O  t h e  p o i n t  y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  


t o  make i s  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a  redundancy c r e a t e d  by  


t h i s  suggested c o n d i t i o n ?  
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M R .  BARRACO: Yes. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  Thank you.  Proceed.  


MS.  MONTGOMERY: I d o n ' t  have any o t h e r  


q u e s t i o n s .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  s t a f f ,  do Y O U  have any 


q u e s t i o n s  o f  M r .  Ba r raco?  Anura? 


MR. KARUNA-MUNI: Yeah. Anura Karuna-Muni,  


N a t u r a l  Resources.  


CROSS-EXAMINAT ION 


BY MR.  KARUNA-MUNI :  


Q. C a r l ,  Madam Hea r i ng  Examiner asked t h e  


q u e s t i o n ,  "IS t h e r e  redundancy?" And you s a i d  - -  you 


s a i d  what? 


A .  ~f t h e r e ' s  a r equ i r emen t  f o r  an eng inee r  t o  


c e r t i f y  t h e  system e v e r y  two yea rs ,  t h e n  t h a t  wou ld  be 


redundan t .  I f  you l o o k  a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r equ i r emen ts  i n  


t h e  MS4 program and i f  you l o o k  a t  t h e  r equ i r emen ts  


t h r o u g h  t h e  env i r onmen ta l  r esou rce  p e r m i t  f o r  


maintenance o f  t h e  system, i t  wou ld  be a redundancy.  


Q. ~ e d u n d a n c y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  what? 


A.  To have more t h a n  one p o i n t  t o  r e p o r t  t o .  I n  


o t h e r  words,  t h e  coun t y  i s  a l r e a d y  i n  charge t h r o u g h  


t h e  MS4 program and t h e  d i s t r i c t  a l r e a d y  has t h e i r  


p e r m i t  i n  p l a c e .  


And, a g a i n ,  I ' m  n o t  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  you remove 
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a n y t h i n g ,  b u t  maybe j u s t  g i v e  t h e  Depar tment  o f  N a t u r a l  


Resources t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  suspend t h a t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  


h a v i n g  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  i t  i n  p e r p e t u i t y .  


Q .  so a r e  you t a l k i n g  abou t  redundancy w i t h  


r e s p e c t  t o  r e p o r t i n g  o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ?  


A. Redundancy i n  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and o v e r s t e p p i n g ,  1 


t h i n k ,  t h e  need. And by  t h a t  what I ' m  s a y i n g  i s ,  i n  my 


expe r i ence  i n  t h e s e  l a r g e r  systems,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when 


t h e r e ' s  a  community development d i s t r i c t  i n v o l v e d ,  


t h e r e ' s  a  manager and t h e y  oversee t h e  maintenance o f  


t h e  e n t i r e  system. They u s u a l l y  have t h e i r  own s t a f f  


t o  do t h o s e  i n s p e c t i o n s .  I t ' s  n o t  a  d i f f i c u l t  


i n s p e c t i o n .  ~t d o e s n ' t  r e q u i r e  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e n g i n e e r  


t o  go and wa l k  t h r o u g h  t h e  f low-ways t o  see i f  t h e r e ' s  


any impediments t o  f l o w .  S O  t h e y  - -  i n  my e x p e r i e n c e ,  


t h e  d i s t r i c t s  a l r e a d y  do t h a t .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  a  l i t t l e  


much t o  ask an eng inee r  t o  go o u t  and t o  c e r t i f y  t h a t  


e v e r y  two y e a r s .  


Q. You ment ioned abou t  MS4 system? 


A .  yes .  


Q. what does t h a t  has t o  d e a l  w i t h ?  MS4 system, 


what does t h a t  has t o  dea l  w i t h ?  


A. we1 1 ,  maintenance - -  p a r t  o f  i t  i s  m a i n t a i n i n g  


t h e  system, and a n n u a l l y  t h e  r e p o r t s .  1f t h e r e ' s  a  


co-permi  t t e e ,  t h a t  co-permi  t t e e  w i  11 submi t  r e p o r t s  t o  
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t h e  coun t y  as p a r t  o f  t h a t .  


Q.  MS4 system i s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  wa te r  q u a l i t y ?  


A. No. R i g h t  now I ' m  speak ing  w i t h  t h e  20.G, 


wh ich  i s  t h e  f l ow-way ,  and my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  what 


t h a t  means i s  t h a t  t h e  f low-way remains open t o  f l o w  


and t h a t  f l o w  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  as i t  was des igned ,  and 


t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no impediments such as l o g s  f l o a t i n g  i n  


and imped ing  f l o w  t o  t h e  f low-way.  


Q. DO you --  when you read  20.G, do you unde rs tand  


t h a t  20.G i s  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  maintenance o f  t hose  


f 1  ow-ways? 


A. Can you r e p e a t  t h a t ,  Anura? 


Q. Yeah. When you read  20.G, do you unders tand  


t h a t  a l l  20.G i s  r e l a t e d  t o  maintenance o f  f low-ways? 


A. Yes, t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  what I --  


Q. okay .  


A. Yeah. 


Q. what happens i f  you d o n ' t  m a i n t a i n  i t ?  


THE COURT REPORTER: I ' m  s o r r y .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Repeat.  


BY MR.  KARUNA-MUNI :  


Q. what happens i f  you do n o t  m a i n t a i n  t h e  


f 1  ow-way? 


A. I f  t h e  f low-way i s  m a i n t a i n e d  - -  t h e r e  c o u l d  be 


impediments t o  f l o w .  
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Q. okay. So i f  t h e r e ' s  impediment  o f  f l o w ,  what 


w i l l  be t h e  consequences? 


A. I n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n ,  n o t h i n g ,  because 


w e ' r e  - -  i n  f a c t ,  w e ' r e  back t o  t h e  way i t  i s  today  i f  


t h e r e ' s  no f l o w .  T h a t ' s  n o t  w h a t ' s  i n t e n d e d .  


~f t h e  f low-ways a r e  p u t  i n  p l a c e  and t h e r e  a r e  


imped iments ,  i t  wou ld  - -  i t  wou ld  e i t h e r  i n c r e a s e  t h e  


d u r a t i o n  o f  wa te r  ups t ream o r  i t  c o u l d  i n c r e a s e  


e l e v a t i o n s .  


Q. SO i t  c o u l d  - -  t h e  f l o w  c o u l d  d i v e r t  t o  t h e  


west  and f r om  (phone t i c )  t h e  peop le  on t h e  --  


A. Aga in ,  i t  - -  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  t o d a y ' s  c o n d i t i o n s ,  


b u t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  


e s t a b l i s h ,  yes .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Okay. I f  I c o u l d  j u s t  


i n t e r r u p t .  


~ t ' s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f r om  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  


c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  n o t  p r o p o s i n g  t o  do away 


w i t h  t h i s  r equ i r emen t ,  so I d o n ' t  know how much 


t i m e  we r e a l l y  need t o  spend on i t .  


MR.  BLACKSMITH: Madam Hea r i ng  Examiner,  Ray 


B l a c k s m i t h  a g a i n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  


1 j u s t  want  t o  be c l e a r .  w e ' r e  n o t  l o o k i n g  t o  


e l i m i n a t e  c o n d i t i o n  2 0 . ~  o r  1 9 . ~ ,  as i t  may be 


renumbered. ~ l l  I ' m  l o o k i n g  t o  do i s  d e f i n e  t h e  
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t e rm  t h a t  you p u t  i n  as p e r p e t u i t y .  Every  two 


yea rs  i n  p e r p e t u i t y ,  I have t o  h i  r e  - -  t h e  


homeowner a s s o c i a t i o n  has t o  h i r e  a  r e g i s t e r e d  


su r veyo r  t o  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  f low-way system was --  


i s  w o r k i n g  as des igned .  I d o n ' t  have a  prob lem i n  


d o i n g  t h a t  eve r y  two y e a r s .  


s u t  a t  some p o i n t  I want t o  be a b l e  t o  g i v e  t h e  


N a t u r a l  Resources t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  say,  you know 


what? H i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  shows t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  needed 


anymore, and l e a v e  i t  i n  you r  hands t o  de te rm ine  


you can s t o p  i t .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Okay. And I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  


sugges t ,  s i n c e  t h e r e ' s  a l r e a d y  a  r equ i r emen t  f o r  a  


f low-way management p l a n ,  perhaps t h e  d u r a t i o n  and 


f r equency  o f  t h i s  m o n i t o r i n g  i s  b e s t  l e f t  t o  t h e  


f low-way management p l a n ,  wh ich  w i  11 t h e n  be 


n e g o t i a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  development o r d e r  s t a g e ,  and 


t h e n  you can a l l o w  f o r  f l e x i b i l i t y ,  depending on 


t h e  r e s u l t s  t h a t  you see, r a t h e r  t h a n  p u t  i t  i n  an 


a c t u a l  c o n d i t i o n .  


Have t h e  c o n d i t i o n  say t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  


g o i n g  t o  - -  t h e  deve lope r  i s  g o i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  a  


f low-way management p l a n  and t hen  t o g e t h e r  t h e  two 


o f  you n e g o t i a t e  what t h e  te rms o f  t h a t  i s ,  and 


t h e n  y o u ' l l  have more f l e x i b i l i t y .  J u s t  a  
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s u g g e s t i o n .  ~ t ' s  up t o  you.  ~t t h e  end o f  t h e  


h e a r i n g  I'M g o i n g  t o  ask f o r  - -  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: I t h i n k  I concur  and agree 


w i t h  t h a t  s u g g e s t i o n .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  I ' d  l i k e  a c o d i f i e d  s e t  o f  


c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  what you do agree t o  and t h e n  j u s t  


h i g h l i g h t  what  you d o n ' t  agree t o ,  and I'll t r y  t o  


s o r t  i t  a l l  o u t .  Bu t  j u s t  f o o d  f o r  t h o u g h t .  


( w i t n e s s  excused.)  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Madam ~ e a r i  ng Examiner ,  o u r  


n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M a t t  Nob le .  He has t e s t i f i e d  h e r e  


b e f o r e  as an e x p e r t  i n  zon ing ,  l a n d  use and 


comprehensive p l a n n i n g ,  and we wou ld  ask t h a t  he be 


so accep ted  he re  t o d a y .  H i s  resume i s  on f i l e .  


Thereupon, 


MATTHEW A .  NOBLE,  


a f t e r  hav i ng  been p r e v i o u s l y  d u l y  sworn o r  a f f i r m e d ,  was 


examined and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s :  


DIRECT TESTIMONY 


MR. NOBLE: You s t o l e  my t hunde r  f o r  t h e  s l i d e .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: I know. B u t  you s t i l l  have 


t hunde r  l e f t ,  so you can - -  you can do t h a t .  


MR.  NOBLE: Yeah. I have a M a s t e r ' s  degree i n  


u rban r e g i o n a l  p l a n n i n g .  I have o v e r  25 yea rs  o f  
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p l a n n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  ~ n d  as ~ e a l e  has s a i d ,  I ' v e  


appeared he re  numerous t i m e s ,  as you know, and I 


would l i k e  t o  be r ecogn i zed  as an e x p e r t  i n  


p l a n n i n g ,  zon ing ,  t h e  Lee P lan  and t h e  Land 


Development Code. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  T h a t ' s  f i n e .  


p roceed.  


M R .  NOBLE: what we have i n  f r o n t  o f  you t oday  


i s  e s s e n t i  a1 1  y  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t  w i t h  a  


development  component. The development component 


i s  an i n c e n t i v e  t o  a c t u a l l y  comple te  t h e  


p r e s e r v a t i o n  and r e s t o r a t i o n  s t r a t e g y  t h a t ' s  been 


deve loped and i s  un ique  t o  t h i s  s i t e .  


The i n c e n t i v e  i s ,  yes ,  i n c r e a s e d  d e n s i t y .  The 


i n c r e a s e d  d e n s i t y  i s  now a l l o w e d  by  t h e  Lee p l a n ,  


t h e  p l a n  amendment t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h a t  


i n c e n t i v e ,  t h a t  i s  now adopted by t h e  ~ o a r d  o f  


County commiss ioners .  T h i s  p l a n  i s  coming a l o n g  


and p ropos ing  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  s t r a t e g y  c o n s i s t e n t  


w i t h  t h a t  p l a n  amendment. And, o f  cou rse ,  t o  do 


a l l  o f  t h a t  work r e q u i r e s  an i n c e n t i v e  f o r  t h e  


deve lope r  t o  a c t u a l l y  do t h e  work,  wh ich  i s  t h e  


i n c r e a s e  i n  d e n s i t y .  


The - -  I want t o  n o t e  r i g h t  f r om  t h e  ge t -go  


t h a t  a  l o t  o f  my d i s c u s s i o n  t oday  i s  g o i n g  t o  be 
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keep ing  i n  mind t h e  c o n t e n t ,  s e n s i t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  


t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e  f r o m  a  p l a n n i n g  


p e r s p e c t i v e .  


T h i s  i s  a  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  p r o j e c t .  The r e q u e s t  


i s  f o r  1,325 s i n g l e - f a m i l y  u n i t s .  T h a t ' s  a  cap,  as 


Ray t e s t i f i e d  t o  e a r l i e r .  The marke t  may a c t u a l l y  


d i c t a t e  s l i g h t 1  y  l e s s .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e ' s  examples 


a l l  t h e  way down co rksc rew Road o f  app rova l s  t h a t  


e s t a b l i s h e d  a  cap and a c t u a l l y  deve loped a t  a  l o w e r  


d e n s i t y .  


what w i l l  happen t h r o u g h  t h e  development  o r d e r  


and l a t e r  development phase, I d o n ' t  know. ~ u t  t h e  


p lanned  development i n  f r o n t  o f  you s e t s  a cap,  


wh ich  i s  t h e  1,325 u n i t s ,  so t h a t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  


assurance t h a t  i t  w o n ' t  be a n y t h i n g  more t h a n  t h a t .  


Tha t  i s  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  t h a n  one u n i t  an a c r e .  


w e ' r e  n o t  t a l k i n g  abou t  u rban  l e v e l s  o f  d e n s i t y  i n  


t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  w e ' r e  s t i l l  t a l k i n g  abou t  r u r a l  


l e v e l s  o f  d e n s i t i e s  t h a t  i s  a l l o w a b l e  by t h e  p l a n  


amendment t h a t  was adopted by  t h e  Board o f  c o u n t y  


commiss ioners .  And as I g e t  a  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  on i n  


my p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  w e ' l l  cove r  t h a t .  


The p r o j e c t  has a  r e1  a t i v e l  y  l a r g e  amen i t y  


complex. ~ ' m  g o i n g  t o  t a l k  n e x t  abou t  t h a t .  


The p r o j e c t  has been des igned  t o  i n t e r n a l l y  
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c a p t u r e  t r a f f i c .  Ron touched  on t h a t  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  


I ' m  g o i n g  t o  j u s t  t o u c h  b r i e f l y  on i t  when I go 


t h r o u g h  l i k e  schedu le  o f  uses .  


There  a r e  conven ience i t e m s  t h a t  c o u l d  be s o l d  


on t h e  s i t e ;  r e s t a u r a n t s ;  uses t o  keep t h e  


r e s i d e n t s  on t h e  s i t e  and m i n i m i z e  t r a f f i c  on 


c o r k s c r e w  Road as much as p o s s i b l e .  


~ t ' s  a  t y p i c a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  uses 


t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  proposed.  YOU have a  c lubhouse .  


YOU have t o  have t h e  a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  t o  


have m a i l  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  s i t e ,  so t h e r e ' s  a  


m a i l  box k i o s k .  ~t may a c t u a l 1  y  be o u t d o o r / i n d o o r .  


D o n ' t  know a t  t h e  moment. B u t  a l l  o f  t h a t ' s  


l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  amen i t y  complex.  


And t h e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  I b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  48 -hour ,  


s e t  t h e  square  f o o t a g e  a t  50,000 square  f e e t  o f  


b u i l d i n g s  f o r  t h e  amen i t y  complex .  I t  has a  number 


o f  b u i l d i n g s .  ~ n d  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  a  good 


t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a m e n i t y  complex.  


YOU can see a  c lubhouse ,  t h a t ' s  number one. 


T h e r e ' s  a  f i t n e s s  spa b e i n g  proposed.  T h e r e ' s  a  


wading and lc iddy p o o l ,  a  s p l a s h  p o o l .  T h e r e ' s  a  


1 a r g e r  p o o l ,  t e n n i  s  c o u r t s ,  bocce b a l l ,  p i  c k l  e b a l l  , 


a  b a s k e t b a l l  c o u r t ,  a  socce r  f i e l d ,  an a r e a  f o r  a  


f a r m e r s  m a r k e t ,  t h e  m a i l  box k i o s k  m a i l  c e n t e r .  
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The complex i s  r e a l l y  des igned  t o  accommodate 


t h e  needs o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s ,  so t h i s  i s n ' t  a  complex 


t h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  draw peop le  t o  t h e  s i t e  o t h e r  t h a n  


f r om  t h e  s i t e .  


The complex wou ld  a l l o w  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  an 


o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o b t a i n  convenience i t e m s ,  whether  


i t ' s  m i l k  o r  c i g a r s ,  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  l e a v e  t h e  


p r o p e r t y .  


The p r o j e c t  i n  k i n d  o f  i t s  c o n t e x t ,  and j u s t  t o  


k i n d  o f  o r i e n t  everybody t o  where t h e  o t h e r  


f a c i l i t i e s  o f f - s i t e  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  


p o i n t  o u t  t h e  F l i n t  Pen s t r a n d .  T h i s  p r o p e r t y  i s  


r e a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  p i e c e  o f  p r o p e r t y  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  


o f  t h e  s t r a n d  a f t e r  you g e t  beyond t h e  Burgundy 


Farms s u b d i v i s i o n .  


The --  we 've  t a l k e d  abou t  t h e  a i r p o r t  


m i  t i g a t i o n  l a n d s  i m m e d i a t e l y  n o r t h .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  


anybody 's  ment ioned what 1 remember as t h e  a i r p o r t  


s t a i r ,  t h e  s t a i r s t e p  p r o p e r t i e s .  Those a r e  t h e s e  


c o n s e r v a t i o n  l a n d s  l o c a t e d  he re  t h a t  connec ts  f r o m  


t h e  m i t i g a t i o n  p a r k  he re  down t o  - -  oops - -  t h e  


co rksc rew --  t h e  CREW l a n d s .  


I ' m  g o i n g  t o  s t o p  w i t h  t h i s .  


The l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e g i o n a l  l i b r a r y .  You f i n d  


many community s e r v i c e s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a t  1-75 and 
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corksc rew Road. T h e r e ' s  a  P u b l i x ,  Miramar O u t l e t s .  


T h e r e ' s  an e lemen ta ry  s c h o o l .  E s t e r o  F i r e  Rescue 


has a  s t a t i o n  t h e r e .  O f  cou rse ,  F l o r i d a  G u l f  c o a s t  


u n i v e r s i t y  i s  l o c a t e d  immediate1 y  n o r t h .  T h e r e ' s  


an a d d i t i o n a l  o u t - f r o n t  f i r e  s t a t i o n  f o r  


san C a r l o s .    hen, o f  cou rse ,  we have t h e  o t h e r  


m a l l ,  t h e  ~ u 1 f  Coast  Town Cen te r  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  S O  i s  f i r e  and EMS p r o v i d e d  


a t  t h a t  E s t e r o  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s t a t i o n  t h e r e ?  


MR.  NOBLE: There  i s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  do t h a t ,  


yes .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  And t h e  s h e r i f f ,  where a r e  


t h e y  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h i s  p r o p e r t y ?  


MR.  NOBLE:  Tha t  I d o n ' t  remember o f f  t h e  t o p  


o f  my head. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  Y o u ' l l  g e t  t h a t  f o r  


me. 


MR.  NOBLE:   here i s  a  sou the rn  - -  


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  


M R .  NOBLE:  - -  s t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s h e r i f f .  


I t h i n k  you saw t h i s  s l i d e  a l r e a d y ,  k i n d  o f  


a g a i n  p u t s  i t  i n  c o n t e x t  o f  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  on around 


t h e  p r o p e r t y :  t h e  m i t i g a t i o n  p a r k ,  t h e  co r ksc rew  


Reg iona l  M i t i g a t i o n  Park ,  t h e  A i r p o r t  M i  t i g a t i o n  


Park ,  t h e  s t a i  r s t e p  c o n s e r v a t i o n  1  ands, CREW 1  ands 
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t o  t h e  sou th ,  co r ksc rew  shores ,  B e l l a  T e r r a ,  


W i  1 d c a t  Run, w i  1  dB1 ue,  Grandezza. 


we have s o u t h  o f  t h e  p r o  - -  and, o f  cou rse ,  


~ u r g u n d y  Farms. B u t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  we have 


t h e  o l d  co r ksc rew  G o l f  C lub  t h a t  was approved as a  


PRFPD i n  t h e  DR/GR.  We have two r e s i d e n t i a l  a reas  


o f f  o f  s i x  L  Farms Road t h a t  a r e  s i n g l e - f a m i l  y  


homes. I even wou ld  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  u l t i m a t e  s k i  


Lake RPD p r o j e c t  h e r e .  So t h e r e  i s  development  i n  


t h e  a rea .  


T h i s  g i v e s  you a  c l ose -up  l o o k  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  


p r o p e r t y .  I want t o  p o i n t  o u t  a  coup le  o f  t h i n g s  


on t h i s  b r i e f l y .  You can see some i n d i g e n o u s  


v e g e t a t i o n  a l o n g  Corkscrew Road. I'll t o u c h  on 


t h a t  a g a i n  when we g e t  t o  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  on I 
d e v i a t i o n s  . 


The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  used f o r  AG 


uses .  we 've  t a l k e d  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  t h a t .  Row 


c r o p p i n g ,  c a t t l e  g r a z i n g .  I t h i n k  you g e t  t h e  


sense o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  uses a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  so I 
l e t ' s  move on.  I 


The p l a n n i n g  p rocess .  I l i k e  t h i s  a e r i a l .  I 
f his i s  a  1953 a e r i a l .  The development team, t h e  1 
p r o j e c t  team, u t i l i z e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  sources  o f  I 
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  
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r e s t o r a t i o n ,  as we71 as t h e  development on t h e  


s i t e .  And as Ray t e s t i f i e d ,  I q u i t  - -  I q u i t  


c o u n t i n g  a t  t w e n t y  sorne odd i t e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p l a n ,  


as we i n c o r p o r a t e d  a l l  o f  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  


concerns  f r o m  everybody t h a t  we appeared i n  f r o n t  


o f .  I t h i n k  w e ' r e  o v e r  -- o v e r  30 i t e r a t i o n s .  


yeah, 39 i t e r a t i o n s .  


You know, a  s e r i e s  o f  concep ts  were deve loped 


t o  address t h e  un ique  s i t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  The 


p roposa l  had t o  address h y d r o l o g y ,  l o c a t i o n  o f  


h i s t o r i c  f low-ways.  And you can see t h e  h i s t o r i c  


f low-ways on t h i s  1953 a e r i a l ,  YOU can see t h e  


e a s t e r n  f low-way h e r e  c l e a r l y ,  you can see t h e  one 


i n  t h e  m i d d l e ,  and you can see t h e  one o v e r  on t h e  


f a r  s i d e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  r e a d i l y  d i s c e r n i b l e  o f f  


o f  t h e  a e r i a l .  


The p r o j e c t  has s t u d i e d  tiiany aspec ts  o f  t h i s  


un ique  s i t e .  The p r o j e c t  team has l o o k e d  a t  s o i l s ,  


t opography ,  spec i es ,  i n d i g e n o u s  h a b i t a t  t y p e s ,  


s u r f a c e  and groundwater  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and 


u t i l i z i n g  a l l  o f  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a t i n g  t h e  


p l a n s  t h a t  a r e  i n  f r o n t  o f  you t o d a y .  


E x i s t i n g  uses o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  and s u r r o u n d i n g  


uses were a l s o  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  


p r o j e c t .  ~ l l  o f  t h e s e  have l e d  t o  t h e  un i que  


I 
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r e s t o r a t i o n  and development p l a n  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  


proposed he re  t oday .  


And I want t o  s t o p  t h e r e  and say t h a t  t h e  


p r o j e c t  t h a t ' s  i n  f r o n t  o f  you t oday  goes w e l l  


above and beyond a l l  o f  t o d a y ' s  r equ i r emen ts .  T h i s  


does s e t  a new benchmark f o r  developlnent i n  t h e  


DR/GR.  


One o f  t hose  a reas  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  w e l l  


beyond, above and beyond, i s  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  p o t a b l e  


d r i n k i n g  wa te r  s u p p l i e s .  I t h i n k  Dav id  Brown d i d  


an e x c e l l e n t  j o b  o f  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t ,  t h a t  t h i s  


p r o j e c t  i s  w e l l  beyond a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  has been 


done i n  Lee c o u n t y .  The p r o j e c t  has p u l l e d  back  


f r o m  t h o s e  p o t a b l e  wa te r  w e l l  s u p p l y  a reas .  We've 


p r o v i d e d  l a r g e  se tbacks  t o  a d j a c e n t  s u r r o u n d i n g  


uses .  These se tbacks  f a r  exceed coun t y  


r e q u i  rement .  


T h i s  i s  t h e  proposed Mas te r  Concept P l an .  The 


proposed Mas te r  concep t  P lan  i n c o r p o r a t e s  a1 1 o f  


t hose  s t r a t e g i e s  and addresses a l l  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  


t h a t  have been s t u d i e d ,  and responds t o  t h e  u n i q u e  


a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e .  And I w o n ' t  d w e l l  


on i t  because o t h e r  peop le  have touched  on i t ,  b u t  


i t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  t hose  h i s t o r i c  f low-ways.  ~t 


c l u s t e r s  t h e  development  i n  t h e  f a rm  f i e l d s  and 
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away f r o m  t h e  p r i o r i t y  r e s t o r a t i o n  one a r e a .  


The Mas te r  Concept P l a n  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  cap.  


~t accommodates d w e l l  i ng u n i t s ,  b u t  i t  e s t a b l i s h e s  


t h e  d w e l l i n g  u n i t  cap a t  1 ,325 u n i t s .  The M a s t e r  


concep t  P l a n  i n c l u d e s  and n o t e s  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  o f  


a l l  o f  t h e  d e v i a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  sough t  as p a r t  


o f  t h i s  deve lopment ,  and 1'11 c o v e r  t h a t  a g a i n  


1  a t e r  on i n  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  


The Mas te r  Concept P l a n  i n c o r p o r a t e s  g reen  


i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n t e r n a l  t o  t h e  development  pods.  


we've had t e s t i m o n y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h o s e  a l r e a d y ,  so 1 


w o n ' t  d w e l l  on i t .  


L e t ' s  move a l o n g  t o  schedu le  o f  uses ,  r e a l l y  


r e f l e c t s  t h e  development  n a t u r e ,  t h e  s i n g l e - f a m i l  y  


p r o j e c t  t h a t ' s  i n  f r o n t  o f  you t o d a y .  And I ' d  j u s t  


l i k e  t o  h i g h l i g h t  some o f  t h e  uses t o  t r y  and 


i n t e r n a l  1  y  c a p t u r e  t r i p s  on t h e  s i t e .  


we have t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  conven ience 


goods, so we've l i s t e d  conven ience f o o d  and 


beverage s t o r e ,  f o o d  and beverage s e r v i c e s ,  f o o d  


s t o r e s ,  a l l  o f  t h a t  t o  t r y  and keep t h e  r e s i d e n t s  


o n s i t e  and l e s s e n  t h e  i m p a c t  on Corkscrew Road. 


And t h e n  j u s t  t y p i c a l  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  t y p e  uses .  


Fences, w a l l ,  e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  e n t r a n c e  g a t e  and 


ga tehouses ,  model homes, home o c c u p a t i o n .  We a l s o  
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have accommodated t h e  f i r e  s t a t i o n  use on t h e  


sou theas t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  s i t e .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  I have a q u e s t i o n .  


MR.  NOBLE: Yes. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  I f  we can go back t o  t h e  


s l i d e .  I see i t  says b o a t  ramps and b o a t  r e n t a l s .  


T h e r e ' s  no docks proposed,  r i g h t ?  so what a r e  we 


t a l k i n g  abou t  here? 


MR.  NOBLE: Perhaps t h e r e  c o u l d  be e l e c t r i c  


b o a t s  i n  t h e  l a k e  f ro in  t h e  amen i t y  complex. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  YOU mean t o y  boa t s?  


MR.  NOBLE: NO.  


HEARING EXAMINER:  what do you mean? 


M R .  NOBLE: Fo r  use o f  p r o j e c t  r e s i d e n t s .  


L e t  me go back,  i f  1 go t o  t h e  s i t e  p l a n .  


The amen i t y  complex i s  h e r e .  T h e r e ' s  t h i s  


l a r g e  - -  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  l a k e .  ~f somebody wants 


t o  r e c r e a t e  on t h a t  l a k e  w i t h  l i k e  an e l e c t r i c  


b o a t ,  t h i  s wou ld  accommodate i t .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  B u t  w e ' r e  n o t  t a l k i n g  


abou t  docks anywhere? 


MR.  NOBLE: NO. 


HEARING EXAMINER: okay .  SO no f u e l ?  


MR.  NOBLE:  No. No. And you see r i g h t  h e r e ,  


t h e  b o a t  r e n t a l  i s  nonmoto r i zed .  So an a b i l i t y  t o  


MARTINA REPORTING SERVICES 
(239) 334-6545 







p u t  t h o s e  v e r y  s m a l l  nonmoto r i zed  boa t s  i n  and o u t  


o f  t h a t  l a k e .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: So i t  wou ld  be l i m i t e d  


s t r i c t l y  t o  t h e  18 -ac re  amen i t y  a rea? 


MR.  NOBLE: Yes. And i t  c o u l d  be kayaks ,  


canoes. 


~ n d  I t h i n k  a l l  o f  t h i s  i s  p r o m o t i n g  a  h e a l t h y  


l i f e s t y l e ,  t o o .  


I j u s t  wanted t o  b r i e f l y  t ouch  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  


development  r e g u l a t i o n s .  


s i n g l e  f a m i l y  has a  minimum l o t  w i d t h  o f  


50 f e e t ;  i f  i t ' s  t w o - f a m i l y  a t t a c h e d ,  i t ' s  40 f e e t ;  


c lubhouse ,  100 f e e t ;  t h e  f i r e  s t a t i o n ,  a  hundred 


f e e t  . 
Minimum l o t  dep th  f o r  a  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  home, 


165 f e e t ;  two f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  same; c lubhouse,  


150 f e e t ;  f i r e  s t a t i o n ,  150 f e e t .  


~ i n i l n u m  l o t  a r e a  f o r  b o t h  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  


u n i t  t y p e s ,  6,500 square f e e t ;  20,000 square  f e e t  


f o r  t h e  c lubhouse;  20,000 square  f e e t  f o r  t h e  f i r e  


s t a t i o n .  


Maximum l o t  coverages,  60 p e r c e n t  f o r  


s i n g l e - f a m i l  y ;  70 p e r c e n t  f o r  t w o - f a m i l y  a t t a c h e d ;  


c lubhouse,  40 p e r c e n t ;  and f i r e  s t a t i o n ,  


40 p e r c e n t .  


MARTINA REPORTING SERVICES 
(239) 334-6545 







Maximum b u i l d i n g  h e i g h t s ,  r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  f o r  


t h e  p r o j e c t  as a  who le .  Fo r  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  homes, 


3 5  f e e t ;  t w o - f a m i l y  a t t a c h e d ,  35 f e e t ;  c lubhouse ,  


45 f e e t ;  f i r e  s t a t i o n ,  45 f e e t .  ~ e a l l y  b e i n g  


c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  c o n t a c t  - -  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  a r e a .  


The s u r r o u n d i  ng homes c o u l d  be deve loped a t  


35 f e e t ,  so v e r y  c o m p a t i b l e  and c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  


what o t h e r s  c o u l d  do around t h e  p r o j e c t .  


Minimum b u i l d i n g  se tbacks  f o r  f r o n t :  For  a  


s i n g l e - f a m i l y  home, 25 f e e t ;  f o r  t w o - f a m i l y ,  t h e  


same; c lubhouse ,  same; f i r e  s t a t i o n ,  same. 


S i de :  For  a  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  home, f i v e  f e e t ;  f o r  


t w o - f a m i l y  a t t a c h e d ,  f i v e .  And, o f  cou rse ,  t h e r e ' s  


an a s t e r i s k  h e r e ,  z e r o - f o o t  se tback  i n  i n t e r n a l  l o t  


l i n e ;  and seven and a  h a l f  f e e t  f o r  c lubhouse ;  t e n  


f o r  f i r e  s t a t i o n .  


so ,  you know, i t ' s  a l l  i n  f r o n t  o f  you i n  t h e  


r e c o r d .  I d o n ' t  want t o  b o r e  you,  so l e t ' s  - -  


l e t ' s  move a l o n g  t o  t h e  d e v i a t i o n s .  


~ e v i a t i o n  1 seeks r e l i e f  f r om  LDC S e c t i o n  


3 4 - 2 1 9 4 . ~ ,  t h e  r equ i r emen t  t o  p r o v i d e  t h a t  


b u i l d i n g s  and s t r u c t u r e s  may n o t  be p l a c e d  c l o s e r  


t h a n  25 f e e t  t o  a  cana l  o r  t o  a  bay o r  o t h e r  w a t e r  


body, t o  a l l o w  a  z e r o - f o o t  se tback  f o r  t h e  p r i v a t e  


c l u b  and pe rsona l  o r  p r i v a t e  o n - s i t e  r e c r e a t i o n  
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f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  amen i t y  a rea ,  and t h e  2 0 - f o o t  


se tback  f r om  t h e  l a k e  f o r  accessory  s t r u c t u r e s  on 


l o t s  i n  wh ich  t h e  r e a r  l o t  l i n e  touches t h e  l a k e  


maintenance easement. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  SO t e l l  me what t h a t  


means. 


MR.  NOBLE: I mean, t h e s e  a r e  t y p i c a l  


d e v i a t i o n s  t h a t  happen i n  Lee coun t y  a  l o t .  


HEARING EXAMINER: So t h e  c lubhouse i s  g o i n g  t o  


be r i g h t  on t h e  l a k e  edge? I s  t h a t  what t h i s  


means? 


MR. NOBLE: Cou ld  be,  r i g h t .  You c o u l d  have a  


o b s e r v a t i o n  a r e a .  


MR.  BLACKSMITH: I ' m  s o r r y ,  t h e  c lubhouse c a n ' t  


be r i g h t  on t h e  l a k e .  T h e r e ' s  a  2 0 - f o o t  l a k e  


maintenance p a r c e l  g rade t h a t  i t  would a b u t .  


MR.  NOBLE: ~ u t  you --  t h i s  would a l l o w  


somebody t o  come r i g h t  up t o  t h a t  i f  w e ' r e  d o i n g  an 


o b s e r v a t i o n  a rea ,  f o r  example. 


MR.  BLACKSMITH: ~ i g h t .  


MR. NOBLE: And t h e n  f o r  t h e  l o t s ,  because 


o f  t h e  maintenance easement, t h i s  would a l l o w  f o r  


accessory  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  come up t o  


t h a t  a t  z e r o  f e e t .  


As t h e  s t a f f  has recommended a p p r o v a l ,  I d o n ' t  
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want t o  - -  yeah,  r i g h t .  


And, o f  cou rse ,  t h i s  j u s t  no tes  where t h o s e  


c i r cums tances  e x i s t  on t h e  s i t e .  And i t ' s  a  


t y p i c a l  d e v i a t i o n  t h a t ' s  r o u t i n e l y  g r a n t e d  i n  Lee 


coun t y .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  And so i t  enhances t h i s  


p r o j e c t  i n  what way? 


MR.  NOBLE:  W e l l ,  i t  a l l o w s  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  


t h e  p r o j e c t  a t  t h e  c lubhouse t o  e n j o y  t h e  l a k e .  ~t 


a l l o w s  t hose  accessory  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  a c t u a l l y  be 


s e t  back f r om  t h e  l a k e s  a t  a  reasonab le  d i s t a n c e ,  


g i v e n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a l r e a d y  an i n t e r v a l  i n  between 


wherever  t h e y  wou ld  l o c a t e  t h o s e  because o f  t h e  


maintenance a rea ,  keep ing  i n  lnind i f  t h a t  wou ld  use 


a d d i t i o n a l  a rea ,  and w e ' r e  t r y i n g  i n  some f a s h i o n  


t o  c l u s t e r  t h e  development t o  maximize t h e  


r e s t o r a t i o n  and p r e s e r v a t i o n  o n s i t e .  


~ e v i a t i o n s  2 ,  4  and 5 were w i thd rawn and were 


removed f r om  t h e  Mas te r  Concept P l an .  


~ e v i a t i o n  3 seeks r e l i e f  f r om  LDC S e c t i o n  


10-416.D. 1 t h a t  has a  r e q u i  rernent t o  p r o v i d e  a 


landscaped b u f f e r i n g  a l o n g  t h e  e n t i r e  p e r i m e t e r  o f  


t h e  proposed development whenever t h e  proposed 


development  touches a  d i f f e r e n t  l a n d  use.  


I n  t h i s  case w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
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p r o p e r t y  boundary and t h e  e a s t e r n  p r o p e r t y  boundary 


where t h e  p r o j e c t  touches t h o s e  m i t i g a t e d  - -  t h e  


m i t i g a t i o n  p a r k  f o r  t h e  a i r p o r t  and co rksc rew 


Reg iona l  M i  t i g a t i o n  Bank. 


The s i t u a t i o n  he re  i s  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  a r e a  


a c t u a l l y  abu t s  - -  t h i s  p r o j e c t  abu t s  t hose  a reas .  


S O  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  --  you wou ld  have a  b u f f e r  w i t h i n  


a  proposed r e s t o r a t i o n  a rea ,  w h i l e  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  


a r e a  a c t u a l  1  y  i s  t h e  b u f f e r .  


HEARING EXAMINER: Okay. 


MR. NOBLE: And you can see t h a t .  I t  was 


denoted on t h e  Master  Concept P l an ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  


t h e  n o r t h e r n  boundary,  e a s t e r n  boundary,  and 


s t a f f ' s  i n  agreement w i t h  t h a t  d e v i a t i o n  as w e l l .  


The one I p r o b a b l y  have t o  spend a  l i t t l e  b i t  


o f  t i m e  t a l k i n g  abou t  i s  D e v i a t i o n  6, t h e  --  


~ e v i a t i o n  6 seeks r e l i e f  f r o m  LDC S e c t i o n  10-256,  


r equ i r emen t  t h a t  b ikeways and walkways be 


c o n s t r u c t e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  a l o n g  t h e  co rksc rew Road 


r i g h t - o f - w a y .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  So t h e  whole co r ksc rew  


r i g h t - o f - w a y ,  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  i t ,  i s  shown on t h e  


b ikeways map? I s  t h a t  what t h e  i s s u e  i s ?  


MR.  NOBLE :  C u r r e n t l y  t h e r e  i s  - -  I t h i n k  i t ' s  


a  m u l t i u s e  p a t h  shown on i t .  The - -  whether  i t  
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w i l l  eve r  be b u i l t ,  1 t h i n k ,  i s  a t  i s s u e .  


The EAR, f o r  example, t h e  proposed 


b i  keways/wal kways f a c i  1 i t y  p l a n  map, Map 3 0 ,  


d e p i c t s  on1 y paved shou lde r s ,  wh ich  a r e  a c t u a l  1 y 


e x i s t i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  t o d a y .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  Uh-huh. So why i s  t h e  


d e v i  a t i  on needed? 


MR.  NOBLE: W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  w h a t ' s  


d e p i c t e d  t oday .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Oh, I see. So e x i s t i n g  


c o n d i t i o n  i s  n o t  paved s h o u l d e r .  


MR. NOBLE: NO,  no.  E x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n  i s  


paved s h o u l d e r .  The e x i s t i n g  map, I b e l i e v e ,  


d e p i c t s  a f a c i l i t y ;  t h e  proposed map does n o t .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: When you say proposed map, you 


mean t h e  EAR? 


MR.  NOBLE:   he EAR, Map 3D. And I unde rs tand  


t h e r e ' s  g o i n g  t o  be a s t u d y  done on t h a t  i s s u e .  


~ u t ,  I mean, I want t o  p r o v i d e  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  


j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  SO t h e  EAR map Shows no 


f a c i l i t y ?  


MR.  NOBLE: I t  does n o t .  


HEARING EXAMINER: O f  cou rse ,  where a r e  we now 


w i t h  t h o s e  EAR-based amendments? 
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I guess s t a f f  w i l l  address  t h a t .  


MR.  NOBLE:  And you c o u p l e  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  


proposed changes t o  t h e  t e x t  and t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  


e lemen t ,  t o o ,  wh ich  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  con tex t - based  


approach t o  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e .  when you l o o k  a t  t h e  


map, T a b l e  1, i n  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e lemen t ,  i n  


t h i s  r u r a l  a r e a  motor  v e h i c l e s  a r e  number one mode 


p r i o r i t y ;  b i c y c l e ,  two;  t r a n s i t ,  t h r e e ;  p e d e s t r i a n ,  


f o u r .  so whether  i t  a c t u a l l y  eve r  g e t s  b u i l t  i s  


deba tab le ,  i n  my mind,  c e r t a i n l y  i n  o u r  l i f e t i m e .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER: okay .  So now t h e  s t a n d a r d  


you have t o  meet i s  t h a t  you r  r e q u e s t  enhances t h e  


p r o j e c t  and i t ' s  n o t  a d e t r i m e n t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h ,  


s a f e t y  and w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c .  


MR. NOBLE: And I ' d  l i k e  t o  t e s t i f y  t o  t h o s e  


p o i n t s .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  Thank Y O U .  


MR.  NOBLE:  I f  y o u ' l l  r e c a l l ,  t h e  - -  I p o i n t e d  


o u t  t h a t  i n d i g e n o u s  v e g e t a t i o n  a l o n g  co rksc rew 


Road. T h i s  i s  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t  and t h e r e ' s  


some e x i s t i n g  v e g e t a t i o n  t h e r e .  some o f  t h a t  


v e g e t a t i o n  a c t u a l l y  may be l o s t  i f  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  


r e q u i r e d  t o  i n s t a l l  a  f a c i l i t y  a l o n g  co r ksc rew  


Road. 


The p r o j e c t  i t s e l f  has 14  m i l e s  o f  i n t e r n a l  
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s i dewa l ks  f o r  p r o j e c t  r e s i d e n t s  t o  u t i l i z e .  


Keep i n  mind t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  


p r o j e c t .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  p r o p o s i n g  approx imate1 y  


700 ac res  o f  l a n d  where t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  c r e a t i n g  


we t l ands  and up lands .  some o f  t hese  l a n d s  a r e  


a d j a c e n t  t o  Corkscrew Road. 


One o f  t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  i s  t o  b r i n g  


w i l d l i f e  back t o  t hese  p r o p e r t i e s  - -  t o  t h i s  


p r o p e r t y .  Some o f  t h a t  w i l d l i f e  wou ld  i n c l u d e  


bears  and p a n t h e r s .  You know, i n s t a l l i n g  a  


s i d e w a l k  on co rksc rew Road c o u l d  be hazardous and 


unsa fe  f o r  peop le .  c e r t a i n l y  i t  would be 


d i  s c o n t i g u o u s .  I t  woul dn ' t connect  t o  a n y t h i n g  . 


I n  i t s  p l a c e ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  commi t ted  t o  


p r o v i d i n g  t h o s e  f a c i l i t i e s  o n s i  t e ,  i n t e r n a l  t o  t h e  


development  pods. The s i dewa l ks  i n t e r n a l  wou ld  be 


i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  and t o t a l  approx imate1 y  14  III~ 1 es .  


The r e s i d e n t  s i dewa l ks  wou ld  be i n t e r n a l  t o  t h e  


development  pods. we 'd  d i s cou rage  --  because we 


have a human c o e x i s t e n c e  w i t h  w i l d l i f e  p l a n ,  so 


p r o v i d i n g  i t  i n  t h a t  f a s h i o n  wou ld  a c t u a l l y  


d i s cou rage  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  w i l d l i f e .  


And t h e n  t h e r e ' s  some q u e s t i o n  o f  a c t u a l  1 y  


c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  system t o  t h e  west  w i t h  t h e  ma jo r  


l a r g e  mammal w i l d l i f e  c r o s s i n g  t h a t  connec ts  t h e  
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CREW l a n d s  up t o  t h e  F l i n t  Pen system and whether  


t h a t ' s  a c t u a l 1  y a d v i s a b l e .  


~f we go back  t o  t h e  proposed - -  what a r e  t h e  


p r i o r i t i e s  and mode o u t  here? ~ t ' s ,  number one, 


a u t o ;  two,  b i c y c l e .  B i kes  can share  t h e  road .  I 


t h i n k  i t  i s  more a d v i s a b l e  f o r  t h i s  r e s t o r a t i o n  


p r o j e c t  t o  a c t u a l l y  maximize r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  


s i t e  ve r sus  p r o v i d i n g  a  f a c i l i t y  t h a t  m i g h t  be 


unsa fe  and n o t  c o n t i g u o u s  w i t h  any o t h e r  f a c i l i t y  


f o r  - -  c o u l d  be a  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  i f  e v e r .  


And, o f  cou rse ,  t h e  Master  Concept P l an  denotes  


t h e  l o c a t i o n  as b e i n g  Corkscrew Road. 


And I j u s t  want t o  k i n d  o f  b l ow  t h r o u g h  s t u f f  


you a l r e a d y  know. 


E x i s t i n g  z o n i n g  i s  A G - 2 .  I t ' s  i n  t h e  DR/GR.  


I n  my t a l k  t oday  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  t o u c h  on t h e  p l a n  


amendment, t h e  goa l  s / o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  Lee P lan ,  


and p r o v i d e  you t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  i s  


c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  g o a l s ,  o b j e c t i v e s  and p o l i c i e s  


o f  t h e  p l a n ,  as w e l l  as t h e  Land Development code.  


CPA 2015-01 was r e c e n t l y  adopted.  I t  i n c l u d e d  


t e x t  amendments t o  P o l i c y  1 .45 ,  wh ich  was t h e  DR/GR 


c a t e g o r y ,  as w e l l  as o t h e r  p o l i c i e s ,  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  


a  new p l a n  ove r1  ay .  The e n v i  ronmenta l  enhancement 


and p r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  communi t ies . I 
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Ron t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  t r a f f i c  


and s a n i t a r y  sewer s e r v i c e  a r e a s ,  as w e l l  as t h e  I 


p o l i c i e s .  And, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  s i t e  has been 


i n c o r p o r a t e d  on Maps 6 ,  7 ,  w h i c h  i s  p o t a b l e  w a t e r  


map t h a t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  o v e r l a y s  f o r  t h e  DR/GR.  


The o v e r l a y  was l i m i t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  amendment 


a d o p t i o n .  T h i s  a r e a  a c t u a l l y  does q u a l i f y .  I t  i s  


I 


l o c a t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  c o r k s c r e w  Road. I t  i s  w i t h i n  1 
one m i l e  o f  c o r k s c r e w  Road. And t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  


p r o p o s i n g  t o  i m p r o v e  and r e s t o r e  i m p o r t a n t  r e g i o n a l  


h y d r o l o g i c a l  and w i l d l i f e  c o n n e c t i o n .  


H e r e ' s  Map 1 7 ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r t y  b e i n g  d e p i c t e d  


on i t .  


The p l a n  amendment r e q u i r e d  t h a t  a  p l a n n e d  


deve lopment  be done on t h e  p r o p e r t y ;  and,  o f  


c o u r s e ,  w e ' r e  s a t i s f y i n g  t h a t  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h r o u g h  


t h i s  p r o c e s s .  


  he amendment i n  p o l i c y  33 .3 .4  a l l o w s  t h e  


i n c r e a s e d  d e n s i t y  as  an i n c e n t i v e ,  b u t  i t  l i m i t s  


t h e  l o c a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h o s e  p r o p e r t i e s  t h a t  a r e  


p l a c e d  on Map 17 .  The s u b j e c t  s i t e ' s  been p l a c e d  


on Map 17 .  The amendment r e q u i r e d  r e z o n i n g  t o  a  


p l a n n e d  deve lopmen t .  The a p p l i c a n t  i s  s a t i s f y i n g  


t h a t  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  The p o l i c y  


r e q u i r e s  a  minimum o f  60 p e r c e n t  open space .  The 
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p r o j e c t ,  as t h e  t e s t i m o n y  has demonst ra ted ,  meets a  


minimum o f  60 p e r c e n t  open space. 


The p r o j e c t  i s  p ropos ing  t o  r e s t o r e  and 


accommodate e x i s t i n g  and h i s t o r i c  f low-ways and 


groundwater  l e v e l s ,  so t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  


w i t h  t h a t  r equ i r emen t  i n  P o l i c y  33 .3 .4 .  


The p r o j e c t  i s  p r o v i d i n g  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  b u f f e r  


on co rksc rew ~ o a d .  Four hundred f e e t  i s  b e i n g  


p r o v i d e d .  The p o l i c y  r e q u i r e s  a  1 0 0 - f o o t  b u f f e r  on 


co rksc rew ~ o a d .  So, a g a i n ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  exceeds t h e  


r equ i r emen t  o f  t h e  Lee P lan  i n  t h i s  r ega rd .  


The p l a n  amendment - -  t h i s  p o l i c y  r e q u i r e s  a  


l a k e  management p l a n .  You have a  l a k e  management 


p l a n  as p a r t  o f  t h i s  a p p r o v a l .  


Requ i res  a  s i  t e - s p e c i  f i c  r e s t o r a t i o n .  The 


p r o j e c t  i n c l u d e s  a  s i  t e - s p e c i  f i  c  r e s t o r a t i o n .  


T h i  s  p o l i c y  r e q u i  r e s  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a reas  


must be p l a t t e d  i n  sepa ra te  t r a c t s  and d e d i c a t e d  t o  


an a p p r o p r i a t e  maintenance e n t i t y ,  such as a  UCDD 


o r  a  homeowners' a s s o c i a t i o n .  T h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  what  


w i l l  o c c u r .  so t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h i s  


r equ i r emen t  i n  P o l i c y  33 .3 .4 .  


T h i s  p o l i c y  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a  c o n s e r v a t i o n  


easement be e s t a b l i s h e d .  The p r o j e c t  w i  11 


e s t a b l i s h  a  c o n s e r v a t i o n  easement. 
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T h i s  p o l i c y  addressed a  v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  


f a c t o r s ,  and 1 t h i n k  y o u ' v e  had t e s t i m o n y  t o u c h i n g  


on a l l  o f  them. The h u m a n - w i l d l i f e  c o e x i s t e n c e  


p l a n  i s  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s .  There w i l l  be F l o r i d a  


f r i e n d l y  p l a n t i n g  and l o w  i r r i g a t i o n  f o r  t h e  


p r o j e c t .  The p r o j e c t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  wa te r  q u a l i t y  


t r e a t m e n t  and s t o r a g e .  


The p r o j e c t  w i l l  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  row c r o p  use on 


t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e .  The p r o j e c t  w i l l  be i n  


compl iance w i t h  t h e  w e l l  f i e l d  p r o t e c t i o n  


o rd i nance .  The p r o j e c t  w i l l  m i t i g a t e  t r a f f i c  


impac t s  o f  t h e  p lanned  development .  The p r o j e c t  


w i  11  have adequate pub1 i c  s e r v i c e s  f r om  t h e  


s h e r i f f ,  EMS and f i r e  d i s t r i c t .  


we a r e  p r o v i d i n g  a  f i r e  s t a t i o n ,  a  f i v e - a c r e  


f i r e  s t a t i o n  on t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e .  


M R .  BLACKSMITH: L o c a t i o n  p a r c e l .  


MR.  NOBLE: p a r c e l ,  I ' m  s o r r y .  P a r c e l .  They 


have t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  b u i l d  t h e  s t a t i o n .  


The p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  


d e t r i m e n t a l  impac t s  on p r e s e n t  o r  f u t u r e  wa te r  


r esou rces ,  and t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  connec t  t o  p u b l i c  


wa te r  and sewer s e r v i c e s .  


T h i s  i s  Map 6 d e p i c t e d .  The p r o j e c t  i s  


d e p i c t e d  on Map 6 .  The p r o j e c t  i s  d e p i c t e d  on 
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Map 7 .  


The p r o j e c t  has o b t a i n e d  a  l e t t e r  o f  


a v a i l a b i l i t y  f r om  Lee coun t y  u t i l i t i e s .  


The s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  T i e r  1 l a n d s .  T i e r  1 


l a n d s  p e r m i t  a  maximum o f  one u n i t  pe r  a c r e .  


I shou ld  a l s o  n o t e  t h a t  d e n s i t y  i s  somewhat 


d i f f e r e n t l y  c a l c u l a t e d  i n  t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s .  D e n s i t y  


i s  based on t h e  e n t i r e  acreage o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  We 


have abou t  1 , 361  ac res ,  so t h e  maximum d e n s i t y  


would be 1 , 3 6 1  ac res  o r  so .  w e ' r e  p r o p o s i n g  


1,325 u n i t s .  w e ' r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  d e n s i t y  


r equ i r emen t  o f  p o l i c y  33 .3 .4 .3 .  


And, o f  cou rse ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  t i e r  map i n  t h e  Lee 


P lan .  And t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  d e p i c t e d  as b e i n g  


w i t h i n  T i e r  1. 


I j u s t  wanted t o  b r i e f l y  t ouch  on t h e  v i s i o n  


s t a temen t  because we a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  sou theas t  Lee 


County.  The v i s i o n  s t a temen t  does acknowledge t h a t  


some e x i s t i n g  f a rm  l a n d  w i l l  be r e s t o r e d  t o  n a t u r a l  


c o n d i t i o n s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t o r a g e  o f  wa te r  


and improve w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  T h a t ' s  e s s e n t i a l l y  


what t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  d o i n g .  


There  i s  an a v a i l a b l e  a l l o c a t i o n  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  


p r o j e c t .  The p r o j e c t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  p o l i c y  


1 . 7 . 6 .  T a b l e  1 - B  o f  t h e  Lee P lan  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
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t h e  S o u t h e a s t  Lee Coun ty  P l a n n i n g  communi ty  has 


4 ,000  a c r e s  a l l o c a t e d  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  deve lopment  


i n  t h e  DR/GR c a t e g o r y .  T h a t  ac reage  i s  a v a i l a b l e  


f o r  deve lopment  b e f o r e  t h e  y e a r  2030. 


I n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  on t h e  c o u n t y ' s  w e b s i t e  


i n d i c a t e s  t h e r e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  s t i l l  1 , 9 0 6  a c r e s  


r e m a i n i n g  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  deve lopn ien t  


w i t h i n  t h e  DR/GR c a t e g o r y .  T h i s  f i g u r e  i s  l a r g e r  


t h a n  t h e  e n t i r e  s u b j e c t  s i t e .  I n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  


l e s s  t h a n  600 a c r e s  o f  t h e  s i t e  w i l l  be i n v e n t o r i e d  


f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  use a t  t h e  deve lopment  o r d e r  s t a g e .  


NO changes t o  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  a r e  p roposed  a t  t h i s  


t i m e ,  as  t h e r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  a l l o c a t i o n .  


The p r o j e c t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  


o f  P o l i c y  1 . 7 . 6  o f  t h e  Lee P l a n  and w i t h  t h e  


a l l o c a t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  T a b l e  1 - B .  


The P o l i c y  5 . 1 . 5  i s  o f t e n  c i t e d  i n  t h e s e  


h e a r i n g s  as t h e  t e s t  o f  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  


~ e e  p l a n .  p o l i c y  5 . 1 . 5  s t a t e s  t h a t  p r o t e c t  I 
e x i s t i n g  and f u t u r e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  f r o l n  any 


encroachment  o f  uses  t h a t  a r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  


d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  and i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  


r e s i  d e n t i  a1 e n v i  ronment .  


we have a  p r o j e c t  t h a t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  


d w e l l i n g  u n i t  t y p e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  su rgundy  Farms 
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c o n t a i n s  s i  n g l e - f a m i l  y  homes. The r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  


on S i x  L Farms has s i n g l e - f a m i l y  homes. The 


s u b j e c t  s i t e  w i l l  i n c l u d e  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  homes. so 


t h e  s i t e  i s  n o t  p r o p o s i n g  d i f f e r e n t  d w e l l i n g  u n i t  


t y p e s  t h a n  a l r e a d y  e x i s t  i n  t h e  immedia te  a rea  


The --  I want t o  t ouch  on t h e    and Development 


Code, and t h e  proposed r e s i d e n t i a l  community i s  


c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  a d j a c e n t  nearby  e x i s t i n g  


p lanned  uses .  


HOW i s  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  Land 


Development code? T h a t ' s  a c t u a l  1  y  c o n t a i n e d  i n  


s e c t i o n  3 4 - 2 .  r t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  


" c o m p a t i b l e , "  and I'm g o i n g  t o  read  i t  so 1 d o n ' t  


mess i t  up.  


"compat i  b l  e"  means i n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  r e1  a t i  on 


between two l a n d  uses,  b u i l d i n g s  o r  s t r u c t u r e s  o r  


zon ing  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e  s t a t e  whe re i n  t hose  two 


t h i n g s  e x h i b i t  e i t h e r  a  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  based 


on f i t ,  s i m i l a r i t y ,  o r  r e c i p r o c i t y  o f  


c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  o r  a  n e u t r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  based on 


a  r e l a t i v e  l a c k  o f  c o n f l i c t ,  a c t u a l  o r  p o t e n t i a l ,  


o r  on a f a i l u r e  t o  communicate n e g a t i v e  o r  h a r m f u l  


i n f l u e n c e s  on one --  one a n o t h e r .  


G iven t h e  s i m i  1  a r i  t y  o f  what i s  b e i n g  proposed 


o n s i t e  w i t h  t h e  a d j a c e n t  uses,  t h e  a d j a c e n t  uses 
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c o n t a i n  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  homes. The s u b j e c t  s i t e  


c o n t a i n s  s i  n g l e - f a t n i l  y  homes. The p r o p o s a l  i s  t o  


i n c o r p o r a t e  l a r g e  s e t b a c k s  f r o m  t h e s e  e x i s t i n g  


uses .  The p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  e x e r t  any n e g a t i v e  o r  


h a r m f u l  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e s e  a1 ready  e x i s t i n g  


s i n g l e - f a m i l  y a r e a s .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  T a l k  t o  me a  l i t t l e  b i t  more 


abou t  t h e  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  developlnent a l o n g  


t h e  c o r k s c r e w  Road c o r r i d o r  and how t h i s  p r o j e c t  


w i l l  f i t  i n  w i t h  t h a t .  


MR.  NOBLE:  T h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  l a r g e  


s e t b a c k s  t o  h e l p  m a i n t a i n  t h e  f e e l  o f  t h e  a r e a .  I t  


w i l l  b r i n g  back i n d i g e n o u s  --  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  what i s  t h e  f e e l  o f  t h e  


area? 


M R .  NOBLE:  W e l l ,  i t ' s  - -  t o d a y ,  i t ' s  v a r i e d .  


 here's a g r i c u l t u r a l ;  we have t h e  g o l f  c o u r s e ;  


we 've  g o t  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  a reas  t h a t  come r i g h t  up t o  


t h e  road ,  so i t ' s  a  v a r i e d  k i n d  o f  l andscape ,  


p a r t l y  a  w o r k i n g  l andscape  and one t h a t ' s  e v o l v e d  


o v e r  t i m e .  we have commerc ia l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  use a t  


t h e  g o l f  c o u r s e .  ~ c t u a l l y ,  t h e  g o l f  cou rse  i s  


i n s e r t i n g  new r e s i d e n t i a l  uses a t  t h e  g o l f  c o u r s e ,  


t o o ,  so I mean i t ' s  been e v o l v i n g  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  


20 y e a r s .  
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T h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  f i t  r i g h t  i n  w i t h  i t .  I t ' l l  


have l a r g e ,  s u b s t a n t i a l  s e t b a c k s .  ~t w i l l  have a 


we1 1 - d e f i n e d  c l u s t e r  where t h e  development  o c c u r s  


and w i l l  p romote  w i l d l i f e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e .  


we have m i t i g a t i o n  a reas  around i t .  ~ t ' s  g o i n g  t o  


be a n i c e  f i t  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l andscape .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: M a t t ,  i f  you c o u l d  go back t o  


s l i d e  120 and k i n d  o f  j u s t  w a l k  t h r o u g h  t h o s e  


r e s i d e n t i a l  communi t ies  you have i d e n t i f i e d .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  W e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  more t h a n  


r e s i d e n t i a l  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  when 1 d i d  my 


p r e l i m i n a r y  s i t e  d r i v e - b y  - -  


MR.  NOBLE:  Yep. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  YOU know, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  


you can say t h i s  i s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  


a r e a  b y  any means. 


MR.  NOBLE: I d i d n ' t  say t h a t .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Not  a  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  - -  n o t  


p r e d o m i n a n t l y  m i n i n g ,  c e r t a i n 1  y .  


MR.  NOBLE:  Nope. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  S O  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  Y O U  


know, what a r e  t h e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  


community,  i f  t h e  Corl<screw Road i s  t o  be 


c o n s i d e r e d  a community,  and how t h i s  p r o j e c t  f i t s ,  


you know, w i t h i n  t h a t  d e f i n i t i o n ?  


MARTINA REPORTING SERVICES 
(239) 334-6545 







MR.  NOBLE: W e l l ,  I t h i n k ,  as I t e s t i f i e d ,  


we 've  g o t  s i  n g l e - f a m i  1  y ne ighborhood.  we have two 


s i n g l e - f a m i l y  ne ighborhoods he re  and he re .  We've 


g o t  t h e  g o l f  cou rse .  we've g o t  r e l a t i v e l y  


l a r g e - s c a l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e n  we 


have r e 1  a t i v e l  y  l a r g e - s c a l  e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a reas .  


HEARING EXAMINER: Okay. Now, t h i s  a r e a  s o u t h  


o f  co rksc rew Road, j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  co r ksc rew  


shores ,  a r e  t h o s e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  l a n d s  r i g h t  now 


owned b y  t h e  coun ty?  


MR.  NOBLE:  Here? 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Yeah. 


MR. NOBLE: There a r e  some coun t y  l a n d s ,  b u t  


t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  i t  i s  South F l o r i d a  w a t e r  


Management D i s t r i c t .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  SO i t ' s  c o n s e r v a t i o n  


1  ands? 


MR.  NOBLE:  Yes. I t ' s  p a r t  o f  t h e  CREW. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Okay. 


M R .  NOBLE:  Yeah. The l a r g e  coun t y  h o l d i n g s  


r e a l l y  a r e  n o r t h  o f  co rksc rew Road. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  And t h e n  - -  


MR.  NOBLE: T h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  w e l l  f i e l d ,  so 


t h e r e  a r e  some coun t y  l a n d s  t h a t  a r e  used as p a r t  


o f  co r ksc rew  we1 1  f i e l d ,  b u t  a1 so have a  
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c o n s e r v a t i o n  aspec t  t o  i t .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  And t h e n  where ' s  t h e  F l i n t  


pen s t a n d  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  s i t e ?  


MR.  NOBLE: W e l l ,  t h i s  whole t h i n g  i s  t h e  - -  


HEARING EXAMINER:  T h a t ' s  i t ,  too?  


M R .  NOBLE: Yes. 


HEARING EXAMINER: And w h a t ' s  down a l o n g  t h e  


e a s t  s i d e ?  


MR.  NOBLE: T h i s  i s  co rksc rew Reg iona l  


M i t i g a t i o n  Park ;  and i t ' s  South  F l o r i d a  Water 


Management D i s t r i c t ,  b u t  t h e r e ' s  a l s o  coun t y  


c o n s e r v a t i o n  l a n d s  as we1 1 . 


HEARING EXAMINER: And t h e n  s o u t h  o f  t h a t ?  


MR.  NOBLE: A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o p e r t i e s .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  And t o  t h e  eas t?  


MR. NOBLE: To t h e  eas t?  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Yeah. 


MR.  NOBLE: ~ u r t h e r  eas t?  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  No, s o u t h e a s t .  w h a t ' s  t h a t  


down t h e r e ,  a l l  t h a t ?  


MR.  NOBLE:  Down here? 


HEARING EXAMINER:  Yes. 


M R .  NOBLE:  T h i s  i s  ano the r  r e s i d e n t i a l  - -  t h i s  


i s  t h e  --  i f  you d i d  your  s i t e  v i s i t ,  t h e  co r ksc rew  


Genera l  s t o r e  i s  l o c a t e d  about  he re ,  so t h e r e ' s  
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s i n g l e  - -  l a r g e  e s t a t e ,  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  home t h a t  


k i n d  o f  wraps around t h i s  f a s h i o n .  And t h i s  i s  t h e  


new U l t i m a t e  s k i  Lake RPD. So t h i s  i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  


l a r g e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s i  n g l e - f a m i  1  y  home a rea .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  And t h e n  on t h e  f a r  


e a s t ,  i s  t h a t  Westwind? 


M R .  NOBLE: Yes, t h e  mine.  Yep. So, I mean, 


i t ' s  a  v a r i e d  landscape .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  


MS. MONTGOMERY: I t h i n k  you were r i g h t  ready  


t o  go t o  1 5 3  when I i n t e r r u p t e d  you.  


MR.  NOBLE: Yeah. 


And I know you ' ve  seen t h i s ,  b u t  i t  k i n d  o f  


f i t s  w i t h  what w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  t o o ,  t h a t  t h e  


p r o j e c t  - -  oops, wrong b u t t o n .  The p r o j e c t  w i l l  be 


c l u s t e r e d  i n  t h e  open AG f i e l d  i n  two development  


pods t o  accommodate t h o s e  f l ow-ways .  


1 r e a l l y  i n s e r t e d  t h i s  t o  make t h e  p o i n t  abou t  


t h e  se tbacks  t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  i n c o r p o r a t e d .  


Y O U  can see t h e  4 0 0 - f o o t  se tback  b u f f e r  a rea ,  


wh ich  i s  a  r e s t o r e d  f low-way a rea ,  t o  Corkscrew 


~ o a d .  From Burgundy Farms, i t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  a l l  o f  


t h e  e x i s t i n g  f o r e s t e d  a rea .    he development pod i s  


s e t  back abou t  850 f e e t  f r om  t h e  edge o f  t h e  


p r o p e r t y .  
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From t h e  m i t i g a t i o n  --  A i r p o r t  M i t i g a t i o n  par \<  


t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e r e ' s  a minimum o f  400 f e e t  


se tback .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  Land Development code o n l y  


r e q u i r e s  2 5 - f o o t  se tback .  so ,  a g a i n ,  w e ' r e  w e l l  


above t h o s e  r e q u i  rements.  


TO t h e  m i t i g a t i o n  p a r k  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e r e ' s  


a lmos t  a 3 , 0 0 0 - f o o t  se tback  t o  t h e  m i t i g a t i o n  p a r k .  


HEARING E X A M I N E R :  SO i t ' s  l i k e  lllore t h a n  a 


h a l f  a  m i l e ,  r i g h t ?  


M R .  NOBLE: Yeah, i t ' s  k i n d  o f  amazing, t h e  


s c a l e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  YOU know, t h e  d i s t a n c e s  


i n v o l v e d  a r e  r e l a t i v e 1  y l a r g e .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  And t h a t  Cu tou t  i s  


county-owned p r o p e r t y  t h a t ' s  i n  c o n s e r v a t i o n ?  


MR. NOBLE:  ~ t ' s  n o t  i n  c o n s e r v a t i o n .  1 


b e l i e v e  i t ' s  i n  t h e  u t i l i t i e s  i n v e n t o r y .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  


MR. NOBLE :  what t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  do w i t h  i t ,  


d o n ' t  know.  here's been some d i s c u s s i o n s  abou t  


r e s t o r i n g  i t ;  b u t  what w i l l  be w i t h  i t ,  1 d o n ' t  


know a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  Thank Y O U .  


MR.  NOBLE: The proposed development r e s u l t s  i n  


t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  s u r f a c e  w a t e r  management 


system t h a t  w i l l  improve groundwater  l e v e l s ,  wh ich  
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can t h e n  be used as a  source  o f  p o t a b l e  wa te r  


c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  p o l i c y  60 .1 .1 .  The r e s t o r a t i o n  


s t r a t e g y  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  o n - s i  t e  


f low-ways and a s s o c i a t e d  w e t l a n d  h a b i t a t  such as 


t h e  e x i s t i n g  cyp ress  domes, wh ich  i s  i n  f u r t h e r a n c e  


o f  P o l i c y  60 .1 .2 .  


The p r o j e c t  f u r t h e r s  P o l i c y  60 .1 .3  by t h e  


r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  o n - s i  t e  f l ow-ways .  


The proposed development i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  


Goal 60 and i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  p o l i c i e s .  


  he proposed development i n c o r p o r a t e s  g reen  


i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  y o u ' v e  had a  l o t  o f  t e s t i m o n y  t o  


t h a t .  The green i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  as 


p a r t  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e  w a t e r  management system, 


f low-ways i n  t hose  e x i s t i n g  cyp ress  domes. 


The p roposa l  i n c o r p o r a t e s  f i l t e r  marshes and 


n a t u r a l  landscaped a reas  i n t e r n a l  t o  t h e  


development f o o t p r i n t .  The proposed development  


p rese rves  t h e  r ema in i ng  f o r e s t e d  we t l ands  on t h e  


s i t e  and i n c o r p o r a t e s  t hese  a reas  i n t o  r e s t o r e d  


f l ow-ways .  The proposed MCP demonst ra tes  t h i s  by  


p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  we t l ands  and i n c o r p o r a t i n g  


them i n t o  t h e  r e c r e a t e d  f low-ways.  


The p roposa l  f u r t h e r  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  


o b j e c t i v e  60 .5 ,  P o l i c y  6 0 . 5 . 1 ,  2 and 3 .  
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The proposed development i n c l u d e s  a  wa te r  


management system t h a t  w i l l  improve wa te r  q u a l i t y  


o f  t h e  s u r f a c e  wa te r  t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  


d i s c h a r g e d  i n t o  r e c e i v i n g  w a t e r s .  The proposed 


development  i n c l u d e s  a  s u r f a c e  wa te r  management 


p l a n  t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  t h a t  more 


c l o s e 1  y  resembles h i s t o r i c  c o n d i t i o n s  on p o r t i o n s  


o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e .  T h i s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  


i n t e n t  o f  t h e  DR/GR f u t u r e  l a n d  use c a t e g o r y .  


The proposed development w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a  w a t e r  


management system t h a t  more c l o s e l y  mimics  t h e  


f u n c t i o n s  o f  a  n a t u r a l  system. 


The proposed development i n c l u d e s  t h e  


r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  o n - s i t e  f l ow-ways .  ~ t ' s  been 


des igned  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s i t e  s o i l s ,  v e g e t a t i o n ,  


h y d r o l o g y  and topography .  These f a c t o r s  a r e  t h e  


d e t e r m i n i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  have shaped t h e  


r e s t o r a t i o n  s t r a t e g y  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  


t h e  development f o o t p r i n t  and r e s t o r a t i o n  p l a n .  


The o v e r l a y  and s t r a t e g y  f o r  Corl<screw Farms 


f u r t h e r s  and i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t hese  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  


t h e  p l a n .  T h i s  r e z o n i n g  imp lements  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  


s t r a t e g y  and i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  Lee P lan  


p r o v i s i o n s .  


I ' m  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  b r i e f l y  t ouch  on Goal 107 .  I 
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t h i n k  s u s i e  d i d  an e x c e l l e n t  j o b  o f  c o v e r i n g  


Goal 107 i n  h e r  s t a f f  r e p o r t ,  so I d o n ' t  want t o  


b e a t  i t  t o  dea th .  You can read  a  l o t  o f  t h i s  a t  


you r  l e i s u r e .   his was a l s o  covered i n  t h e  


a p p l i c a n t  n a r r a t i v e .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER: Yeah. T h e r e ' s  a  v e r y  


comprehensive a n a l y s i s  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  n a r r a t i v e  


and i n  Ms. De rhe ime r ' s  memorandum t h a t  was made 


p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a f f  r e p o r t ,  so i f  you want t o  j u s t  


h i t  t h e  h i g h  p o i n t s ,  t h a t  wou ld  be f i n e .  


MR.  NOBLE: Yeah. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  I d i d  read  t h r o u g h  t h a t .  


M R .  NOBLE: Yeah. I t h i n k  I can be p r e t t y  


b r i e f  and j u s t  say t h a t  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  s t r a t e g y  


f u r t h e r s  and i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t hose  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  


Goal 107. 


There a r e  a d d i t i o n a l  t h i n g s ,  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  I 


d o n ' t  know i f  anybody e l s e  has touched  on.  1 j u s t  


want  t o  t ouch  b r i e f l y  on Goal 135, t h e  hous ing .  


~ n d ,  o f  cou rse ,  t h a t ' s  i n  t h e  w r i t t e n  n a r r a t i v e ,  


t o o .  T h i s  p r o v i d e s  - -  t h i s  p r o j e c t  p r o v i d e s  a  


s l i g h t 1  y  d i f f e r e n t  hous ing  f o r  peop le  t h a t  lnay want 


t o  l i v e  i n  t h i s  k i n d  o f  c i r cu lns tance  o u t  i n  t h i s  


a rea .  A r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t  i s  p r o v i d i n g  a  


d i f f e r e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  peop le .  I t ' s  f u r t h e r i n g  
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h o u s i n g  c h o i c e ,  so i t ' s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  Goal 1 3 5 .  


N e x t  I want t o  b r i e f l y  r u n  t h r o u g h  t h e  LDc 


f i n d i n g s  f o r  you .  These a r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  


34-145.D.3.  


The a p p l i c a n t  has p roven  e n t i t l e m e n t  t o  t h e  


r e z o n i n g  b y  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  comp l i ance  w i t h  t h e  Lee 


P l a n  and l a n d  deve lopment .  


The r e q u e s t e d  d e n s i t y ,  i n t e n s i t y  and g e n e r a l  


uses has been demons t ra ted  t o  be c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  


t h e  Lee P l a n .  The r e q u e s t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  


e x i s t i n g  o r  p l a n n e d  uses i n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  


  he a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t  w i l l  n o t  p l a c e  an undue 


bu rden  upon e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o r  p l a n n e d  


i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  f a c i l i t i e s  and w i l l  be s e r v e d  by  


s t r e e t s  t h a t  have t h e  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  - -  w e l l ,  


w i t h  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  c a r r y  t h e  t r a f f i c  g e n e r a t e d  b y  


t h e  deve lopment .  


The r e q u e s t  w i l l  n o t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  


e n v i  r o n m e n t a l l  y  c r i t i c a l  a reas  and n a t u r a l  


r e s o u r c e s .  I n  f a c t ,  i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  T h i s  


i s  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t .  


Urban s e r v i c e s  as d e f i n e d  i n  Lee P l a n  a r e  and 


w i  1 1  be a v a i  1  a b l  e.  


And, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h i s  i s  a lways  one o f  t h o s e  


t o p i c s .  The s e r v i c e s  t h a t  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  
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development  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s i t e .  There  


w i l l  be adequate sewer and wa te r  c a p a c i t y .  we 


h a v e n ' t  - -  a l l  o f  t h e  r e v i e w  agenc ies  have 


responded. F i r e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s i t e .  The 


s h e r i f f  can p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  s i t e .  T h e r e ' s  


adequate s o l i d  waste c a p a c i t y  t o  accommodate t h e  


p r o j e c t ,  and t h e  l e v e l  and access and t r a f f i c  f l o w  


i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  proposed development 


i n t e n s i t y .  


The proposed uses a r e  a  m ix  o f  uses as 


a p p r o p r i a t e  a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  l o c a t i o n .  


The recommended c o n d i t i o n s  --  excuse me. The 


a p p l i c a n t  m o d i f i e d  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  were c o n t a i n e d  


i n  t h e  48-hour l e t t e r  p r o v i d e  s u f f i c i e n t  sa feguards  


t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  The recommended c o n d i t i o n s  


a r e  r easonab l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  impac t s  on t h e  


p u b l i c ' s  i n t e r e s t  c r e a t e d  by o r  expec ted  f r om  t h e  


proposed development .  


And i f  I c o u l d  answer any q u e s t i o n s ,  I ' d  be 


more t h a n  happy t o .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  J u s t  one second. 


MR.  NOBLE: s u r e .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  A c t u a l l y ,  I have a  


q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  I t h i n k  i t  m i g h t  be b e t t e r  s u i t e d  t o  


e i t h e r  M r .  Ba r raco  o r  M r .  Brown, so i f  s t a f f  has 
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any q u e s t i o n s  o f  you and t h e n  Nea le .  


Brandon? 


MR.  DUNN: Yes, I have a  coup le  q u e s t i o n s .  


Brandon Dunn w i t h  Lee County D i v i s i o n  o f  P l a n n i n g .  


CROSS-EXAMINATION 


BY M R .  DUNN: 


Q. can you go back t o  S l i d e  120? 


okay.  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  ask i f ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  y o u r  


knowledge, you c o u l d  d e s c r i b e  t h e  ownersh ip  and t h e  


uses o f  t h e  l a n d s  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  w i l d s l u e  and t o  t h e  


west  o f  you r  p r o p e r t y ,  Corkscrew Farms, t h e  one y o u ' r e  


t a l k i n g  abou t ,  on b o t h  t h e  n o r t h  and sou th  s i d e  o f  


co rksc rew Road. 


A. We have t h e  Youngqu is t  m i n i n g  complex. we have 


t h e  - -  I c a n ' t  remember. I mean I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  


oeborah Lane. We e s s e n t i a l  1  y  have s i  n g l e - f a m i  1  y  


r e s i d e n t i a l  ne ighborhood he re ,  he re  and h e r e .  So we 


have m i n i n g ,  v u l c a n  M i n i n g ,  and t h e n  we have 


s i  n g l e - f a m i  1 y  r e s i d e n t i a l  use.  


Q. And what  abou t  a c t u a l l y  a l o n g  co rksc rew Road 


more? 


A. Here we have t h e  co rksc rew shores ,  t h e  


a p p l i c a n t  - -  one o f  t h e i r  s u b d i v i s i o n s .  Then we have 


t h e  F l i n t  Pen system. We have t h e  co rksc rew w e l l  


f i e l d .  
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Q. Okay. So t h e r e ' s  e x i s t i n g  - -  none o f  theln a r e  


vacan t ,  you wou ld  say? 


A. No. 1 t h i n k  t h a t  was k i n d  o f  my p o i n t  i n  d o i n g  


i t  i s  t h i s  i s  l i k e  t h e  n e x t  b i t  o f  p r o p e r t y  on t h e  


n o r t h  s i d e  o f  co rksc rew Road. 


Q. okay .    hat's what 1 a c t u a l l y  wanted t o  ask 


you.  I n  you r  o p i n i o n ,  i s  t h i s  sp raw l  as d e f i n e d  by  t h e  


~ l o r i d a  S t a t u t e s ?  


A. No, t h i s  i s  n o t  s p r a w l .  Nobody has f ound  i t  t o  


be s p r a w l .  The Board o f  County Commissioners d i d n ' t  


f i n d  i t  t o  be s p r a w l .  The DEO d i d n ' t  f i n d  i t  t o  be 


s p r a w l .  


HEARING EXAMINER: I can see i t ' s  c o n t i g u o u s  t o  


e x i s t i n g  development i n  t h e  a rea .  The c h a r a c t e r  o f  


t h e  a r e a  i s  d i v e r s e ,  b u t  I would agree w i t h  t h e  


c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  s p r a w l .  


B Y  MR.  DUNN: 


Q. Ano the r  q u e s t i o n  w h i l e  w e ' r e  on t h i s  s l i d e .  I 


know t h e  Hea r i ng  Examiner ,  when we were l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  


s l i d e  a  l i t t l e  b i t  e a r l i e r ,  wanted t o  d i s c u s s  


c h a r a c t e r .  And t h e r e  i s  a  w ide  range o f  c h a r a c t e r  i n  


t h i s  a r e a  as f a r  as t h e  m i n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  uses ,  t h e  


g o l f  cou rse ,  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  uses,  so i t  was h a r d  t o  


say if you c o u l d  say i t  was p r e d o m i n a n t l y  one use o r  


t h e  o t h e r .  ~ u t  would you d e f i n e  t h i s  a rea ,  t h e  
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c h a r a c t e r ,  as r u r a l ?  


A. y e s .  


Q .  Okay. And I know y o u ' v e  s p e n t  a  l o t  o f  t i m e  


o u t  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  c o r k s c r e w  and t h a t ' s  


c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  what y o u ' v e  s a i d  i n  p a s t ?  


A .  Yes. 


Q. w i l l  t h i s  development  change t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  


c o r k s c r e w  Road e a s t  o r  - -  o f  A l i c o  Road? 


A .  1 d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  


Q. And t h a t ' s  accommodated t h r o u g h  t h e  4 0 0 - f o o t  


s e t b a c k ?  


A. And a l l  o f  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  t h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  


o c c u r .  ~ t ' s  g o i n g  t o  be a n o t h e r  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  


ne ighborhood ,  and t h e r e  a r e  a1 ready  s e v e r a l  


s i n g l e - f a m i l y  ne ighborhoods i n  t h i s  immedia te  v i c i n i t y .  


Q .  Okay. And j u s t  one more q u e s t i o n  abou t  


T a b l e  1 - B .  You d i d  m e n t i o n  T a b l e  1 - B  and I j u s t  have 


some g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n s .  ~ a y b e  you c o u l d  go t o  an MCP 


o r  someth ing  f o r  t h a t .  


A.  where was i t ?  


Q. I j u s t  wanted t o  c l a r i f y  how T a b l e  1 - -  t h e  


r e s i d e n t i a l  a reas  a r e  c a l c u l a t e d  on T a b l e  1 - B  and 1 


j u s t  want t o  ask  you a  few q u e s t i o n s .  Are  t h e  


r e s i d e n t i a l  l o t s  coun ted  a g a i n s t  t h e  acreage i n  


T a b l e  1 - B ?  
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A. Yes. 


Q. Are  t h e  p r e s e r v e  a reas  counted a g a i n s t  t h e  


acreage i n  Tab le  1-B? 


A. T y p i c a l l y ,  no.  


Q .  A re  t h e  roads counted a g a i n s t  t h e  acreage i n  


Tab le  1-B? 


A .  T y p i c a l l y ,  yes .  


Q .  okay .  B Y  my c a l c u l a t i o n ,  you r  development 


f o o t p r i n t  i s  r o u g h l y  around 500 a c r e s .  ~ t ' s  n o t  t h e  


whole o f  t h e  1 , 3 6 1  a c r e s .  


A .  1 was b e i n g  c o n s e r v a t i v e  when 1 s a i d  600. 


Q. R i g h t .  


A.  I would  agree w i t h  you t h a t  I was - -  


Q .  okay .  


A.  - -  i n  t h e  500-acre ne ighborhood when 1 d i d  my 


c a l c u l a t i o n s  . 
Q. R i g h t .  B U ~  j u s t  t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  t h e  


whole p r o p e r t y .  And I know you s a i d  t h a t ,  b u t  i t ' s  n o t  


t h e  whole p r o p e r t y  t h a t  wou ld  be counted a g a i n s t  - -  


A. ~t i s  n o t .  


Q. - -  t h o s e  acreage a1 l o c a t i o n s .  


A. ~t i s  n o t .  


MR.  DUNN: Okay. I d o n ' t  have any f u r t h e r  


q u e s t i o n s  . 
H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Thank YOU 
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Neal e? 


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Thank you.  


R E D I R E C T  E X A M I N A T I O N  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. M a t t ,  when you were d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  proposed 


l a n d  uses and t h e  amen i t y  comp lex . .  . 
A. D i d  I go t h e  wrong way? There  we go. 


Q .  ~ n  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  you s a i d  i t ' s  t y p i c a l ,  b u t  l e t  


me ask  you a  q u e s t i o n .  w h a t ' s  t h e  t y p i c a l  s i z e  o f  an 


alneni t y  complex i n  s u b d i v i s i o n s  t h a t  y o u ' v e  rev iewed? 


A .  No t  t h i s  l a r g e ,  n o t  t h i s  e x t e n s i v e .  T h i s  


p r o v i d e s  a  l o t  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  keep t h e  r e s i d e n t s  


on t h e  s i t e ,  t o  p r o v i d e  t h o s e  s e r v i c e s  t o  m i n i m i z e  


t r a f f i c  on c o r k s c r e w  Road. 1 t h i n k  t h i s  i s  a  g r e a t  


a t t r i b u t e  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Seems l i k e  t h e r e ' s  a  l o t  o f  


p a r k i n g  . 
MR.  BLACKSMITH: I t ' s  r e q u i r e d .  


MR.  NOBLE: Yeah. 


M S .  MONTGOMERY: No t  because we want t o .  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q.  So t h e r e  i s  an e x t e n s i v e  l i s t  o f  uses ,  t h e n ,  t o  


i n t e r n a l i z e  t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  


A .  y e s .  


Q. And t h e  l a n d  a r e a  t o  accommodate i t .  
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A. Yes. And you can see t h a t  i n  t h e  schedu le  o f  


uses ,  as w e l l  as t h i s  c o n c e p t .  


Q. L e t  me change t o p i c s .  I want t o  t a l k  a  l i t t l e  


b i t  abou t  - -  t h e  H e a r i n g  Examiner and Brandon t a l k e d  


abou t  c h a r a c t e r .  


L e t  me ask you:  A re  t h e r e  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  


c o u n t y  t h a t  have e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f e a t u r e s  such as - -  I ' m  


t h i n k i n g  o f  two i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  S i x  M i l e  S lough --  


A. s u r e .  


Q. - -  and t h e  s t e w a r t  c y p r e s s  s l o u g h ,  where t h e  


w e t l a n d  f low-way a r e a  i s  p r o t e c t e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  


r e s i d e n t i a l  development  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h a t .  


A. T h a t ' s  v e r y  t r u e .  


Q. I s  t h e  F l i n t  Pen s t r a n d  s i m i l a r  i n  c h a r a c t e r  t o  


t h e  S t e w a r t  c y p r e s s  s l o u g h  and t h e  S i x  ~ i l e  c y p r e s s  


s lough?  


A. u l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e y  a l l  d r a i n  i n t o  u rban  a r e a s ,  


yes .  And t h e r e  i s  e x i s t i n g  development  a l o n g  t h o s e  


systems,  yes .  


Q. And so r e s i d e n t i a l  development  s o r t  o f  bypasses 


t h o s e  a reas  w h i l e  n o t  i m p a c t i n g  t h o s e  a r e a s .  


A. yes .  


Q .  I n  t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ,  Brandon j u s t  


i n q u i r e d  as t o  whether  o r  n o t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  


a r e a ,  i f  you wou ld  d e s c r i b e  i t  as r u r a l ,  and you s a i d  
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yes .  


A.  yes .  


Q. The comp p l a n  and t h e  s t a f f  r e p o r t  r e q u i r e  a  


h u n d r e d - f o o t  s e t b a c k  f r o m  c o r k s c r e w  Road. Was t h a t  


done i n  l a r g e  p a r t  t o  p r o t e c t  and r e t a i n  t h e  r u r a l  


c h a r a c t e r ?  


A. Yes. 


Q. And you t a l k e d  abou t  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  s e t b a c k s  t o  


~ u r g u n d y  Farms, t o  t h e  a i r p o r t  m i t i g a t i o n  and t o  


c o r k s c r e w  Road. G iven  t h o s e  s e p a r a t i o n s ,  w i l l  t h e  


r e s i d e n t i a l  development  and t h e  amen i t y  complex be 


v i s i b l e  t o  anyone f r o m  t h e  e x t e r i o r ?  


A. We1 1 ,  I mean, i t  depends p r o b a b l y  on t i m i n g  o f  


when t h e  a l l len i ty  c e n t e r  goes i n ,  t h e  l e v e l  o f  


v e g e t a t i o n  t h a t ' s  p u t  i n  t h e  r e s t o r e d  a reas  and how 


q u i c k l y  t h a t  grows; b u t  l o n g  te rm,  no. 


Q .  And wou ld  you e x p e c t  t o  have a  n o i s e  i m p a c t  o r  


any o t h e r  k i n d  o f  i m p a c t  on any development  t h a t  


s u r r o u n d s  t h e  p r o p e r t y ?  


A. N O .  


Q. So i t  w i l l  have a b s o l u t e l y  no i m p a c t  on t h e  


d i v e r s e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  


A.  ~t w i l l  n o t .  


Q. A s i d e w a l k  a l o n g  c o r k s c r e w  Road, wou ld  t h a t  be 


u rban  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  o r  r u r a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ?  
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A.  u r b a n .  


Q. so t h a t  wou ld  be o u t  o f  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  t h e  


r u r a l  a r e a .  


A .  C o r r e c t .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  What was t h a t ?  Repeat t h a t .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: A s i d e w a l k  a l o n g  Corkscrew 


Road, wou ld  t h a t  be u rban  o r  r u r a l ;  and M r .  Nob le  


s a i d  t h a t  wou ld  be u r b a n .  I asked i f  t h a t  wou ld  be 


o u t  o f  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a ,  and he s a i d  


yes .  


MR.  NOBLE: You d o n ' t  f i n d  any s i d e w a l k s  


t h r o u g h  t h e  DR/GR h e r e .  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. And s p e a k i n g  abou t  s i d e w a l k s ,  b y  any chance 


have you l o o k e d  a t  t h e  d e s i g n  p l a n s  o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  


p l a n s  f o r  c o r k s c r e w  Road? You may n o t  have, b u t  I ' m  


j u s t  - -  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Are  t h e r e  any t h i s  f a r  e a s t ?  


M R .  NOBLE: I remember t h e  - -  back a  few y e a r s  


ago t h e  f o u r - l a n i n g  d e s i g n  t h a t  was neve r  


imp lemented,  i f  t h a t ' s  what y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: R i g h t  . 
BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. when we t a l k  abou t  t h e  schedu le  o f  uses and t h e  


amen i t y  c e n t e r ,  you t a l k  abou t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we wou ld  
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p r o v i d e  f o r  a  h e a l t h y  l i f e s t y l e .  I s  t h a t  someth ing  


t h a t  smar t  g row th  encourages and r e q u i r e s ?  


A .  Yes. And t h e r e ' s  ample o p p o r t u n i t i e s  h e r e  w i t h  


t h i s  amen i t y  complex. A v a r i e t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  


s p o r t s  and a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  and a v a i l a b l e  t o  


t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  


Q. The Hea r i ng  Examiner asked you a  q u e s t i o n  abou t  


t h e  s h e r i f f .  D i d  we o b t a i n  a  l e t t e r  f r om  t h e  s h e r i f f ?  


A. yes .  


Q .  And what d i d  t h a t  l e t t e r  say? 


A. Tha t  he c o u l d  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  s i t e .  


Q. And t h e r e  was a l s o  d i s c u s s i o n  abou t  f i r e  and 


ZMS, and you p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  c l o s e s t  f i r e  s t a t i o n ,  b u t  


t h e r e ' s  ano the r  one t h a t ' s  r e l a t i v e 1  y  c l o s e ,  j u s t  s o u t h  


I n  Three oaks Parkway, i s n ' t  t h e r e ?  


A.  here i s .  


Q. South o f  Corkscrew? 


A. yes .  


Q. And w i l l  t h i s  p r o j e c t  be pay i ng  f i r e  and EMS 


impact f ees?  


A. Yes, i t  w i l l .  


Q. Have t h e y  been reduced a t  a l l ?  


A. They have n o t .  


Q .  SO t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  a t  t h e  hundred p e r c e n t  l e v e l ?  


A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  
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HEARING EXAMINER:  ~ o r t y - f i v e ,  b u t  who's  


c o u n t i n g ?  


B Y  MS.  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. I want t o  t a l k  a  l i t t l e  b i t  about  D e v i a t i o n  6 


DO you know how f a r  i t  i s  f r om  t h e  deve loped a r e a  wher 


t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  i s  t o  co rksc rew Road i f  a  r e s i d e r  


were t o  wa l k  t h a t ?  


A. Over - -  yeah, ove r  a  m i l e ,  coup le  o f  m i l e s .  


And i t  depends on where we s t a r t  measur ing ,  b u t ,  yeah,  


w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  m i l e s .  


Q. I s  t h a t  you r  normal w a l k i n g  shed o r  p e d e s t r i a l  


shed? 


A .  N O .  


Q. so t h a t  would r e a l l y  n o t  be t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  


t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o r  enhance t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  deve lopment .  


A .  ~t would n o t .  


Q. And how much o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f r om  a  d i s t a n c e  


s t a n d p o i n t  f r om  t h e  development a reas  t o  t h e  e a s t  i s  


g o i n g  t o  be i n  g reen i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ?  How many - -  i f  


you can r e c a l l .  


A.  on t h e  p r o p e r t y ?  


Q. yes .  


A.  Oh, w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  a lmos t  3,000 l i n e a l  


f e e t .  


Q .  And t h a t ,  as you p o i n t e d  o u t  e a r l i e r ,  i s  an 
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a r e a  where w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  e n t i c e  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  sma l l  


and l a r g e  mammals. 


A .  c o r r e c t ,  w i l d l i f e .  


Q .  so f r om  a  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  and w e l f a r e  


s t a n d p o i n t ,  shou ld  we be i n v i t i n g  p e d e s t r i a n s  i n t o  t h a t  


a rea? 


A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  


Q. And a r e  we r e q u i r e d  t o  have a  p l a n  t o  p r e v e n t  


human and w i l d l i f e  i n t e r a c t i o n ?  


A. We do. 


Q. And a r e  we r e q u i r e d  t o  have a  f ence  - -  


A. we a r e .  


Q. --  t o  p r e v e n t  t h a t  i n t e r a c t i o n ?  


A. yes .  


Q.  So would a  s i d e w a l k  be i n  c o n t r a v e n t i o n  o f  what 


we' r e  t r y i n g  t o  ach ieve?  


A .  yes .  


Q. ~ u t ,  as you p o i n t e d  o u t ,  we h a v e n ' t  n e g l e c t e d  


t h e  r e s i d e n t s  because w e ' r e  p r o v i d i n g  14 m i l e s  o f  


i n t e r n a l  s i d e w a l k s .  


A. Yes. And i n  one sense t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  be 


c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  whatever  f a c i l i t y  t h e  coun t y  wants t o  


i n s t a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  share  payment, so i n  


t h a t  sense, i t ' s  a lmos t  l i k e  doub le  d i p p i n g .  


Q. w e l l ,  l e t  me ask you abou t  t h a t ,  because - -  I 
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c a n ' t  remember when, b u t  a  few yea rs  back d i d n ' t  t h e  


coun t y  endorse comple te  s t r e e t s ?  


A .  yes .  


Q. what i s  comple te  s t r e e t s ?  


A. ~ t ' s  accommodating a l l  modes o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  


i n  t h e  s t r e e t  system. 


Q. And so wou ld  you a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  cor l tsc rew as 


an a r t e r i a l  would be c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  


comple te  s t r e e t  p o l i c y ?  


A. Yes. 


Q. And d i d  you hear  M r .  p r i c e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t ' s  


h i g h l y  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  share  wou ld  go t o  


w iden ing  co rksc rew Road? 


A .  yes .  


Q .  so t h a t  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  share  w i l l  be f u n d i n g  t h e  


comple te  s t r e e t ,  wh ich  i n c l u d e s  s i dewa l ks  and o t h e r  


modes o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  


A .  yes .  


Q. SO does i t  make sense t o  you f r o m  a  p l a n n i n g  


s t a n d p o i n t  on t h e  d u a l  r a t i o n a l  nexus t e s t  t o  r e q u i r e  


t h i s  p r o j e c t  t o  pay t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  share  and pay a  


f e e  i n  l i e u ?  


A.  ~t does n o t .  


Q. And i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  does i t  make sense when t h e  


f e e  i n  l i e u  i s  sometimes t w i c e  as much as t h e  c o s t  o f  
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a c t u a l l y  i n s t a l l i n g  t h e  s i dewa l k?  


A .  c o r r e c t ,  t h a t  makes no sense. 


Q. we 've  t a l k e d  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  


t h e  se tbacks ,  and I ' m  l o o k i n g  a t  S l i d e  140 now. 


so  we know i t ' s ,  as y o u ' v e  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  a lmos t  


3,000 f e e t  f r o m  t h e  c l o s e s t  p o i n t  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  400 t o  


t h e  sou th ,  and 850 t o  t h e  wes t ,  and 400 t o  t h e  n o r t h .  


what we d o n ' t  have any k i n d  o f  concep t  o f  i s  how w ide  


i s  t h a t  f l ow-way  between t h o s e  two developments.  


A. YOU can k i n d  o f  see i t ,  t h e  400 f e e t .  So w e ' r e  


t a l k i n g  abou t  more t h a n  400 f e e t .  ( I n d i c a t i n g ) .  F l i p  


i t .  S O  i t ' s  a  v e r y  w ide  a r e a .  


Q. So when M r .  Ba r raco  t e s t i f i e s  about  r e t u r n i n g  


t h e  topography  t o  i t s  normal s t a t e ,  i s  t h e r e  more t h a n  


enough l a n d  t o  accommodate a  l a r g e ,  w ide ,  v e r y  s h a l l o w  


conveyance? 


A. Yes. I ' m  assuming t h a t  l a k e s  - -  e v e r y t h i n g  I 


Iknow and w i t h  t h e  development ,  i t  i s  v e r y  m in ima l  . YOU 


know, w e ' r e  n o t  t a l k i n g  abou t  t h r e e  t o  one, f o u r  t o  


one, s i x  t o  one s l o p e s .  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  more l i k e  


t e n  t o  one s l o p e s .  


Q. we1 1 ,  and you ' ve  been i n v o l v e d .  


A .  s h a l l o w .  


Q How l o n g  have you been i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  DR/GR 


d i s c u s s i o n  and s t u d i e s ?  
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A. s i n c e  January ,  1991. 


Q. A v e r y  l o n g  t i m e .  


And when we t a l k  abou t  r e s t o r i n g  t o  h i s t o r i c  


c o n d i t i o n s ,  i n  you r  o p i n i o n ,  g i v e n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u ' v e  


been w o r k i n g  on t h i s  f o r  o v e r  20 years  o r  a lmos t  


20 yea rs  - -  


A. Twenty,  yeah,  f o u r  y e a r s .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  Bu t  who's  c o u n t i n g ?  


MR.  NOBLE: Y o u ' r e  making me f e e l  v e r y  o l d .  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. ~ ' m  s o r r y ,  ~ ' m  d o i n g  t h e  same t h i n g  t o  m y s e l f .  


I s  t h i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  what t h e  goa l  was o f  


t h e  DR/GR? 


A .  yes .  


Q. And i n  i t s  n a t u r a l  s t a t e ,  were t h e r e  - -  was 


t h e r e  n a t i v e  v e g e t a t i o n ?  


A. ~ n  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a t e ,  s u r e ,  yeah. 


Q. And d i d  anybody go o u t  and m o n i t o r  t h a t  


v e g e t a t i o n  and t hose  f low-ways and t hose  h i s t o r i c  


c o n d i t i o n s ?  


A. N O .  


Q .  The s e p a r a t i o n  t o  ~ u r g u n d y  Farms and t h e  


s e p a r a t i o n  t o  t h e  t imesha re  t o  t h e  sou th ,  i s  t h a t  


g r e a t e r  t h a n  you r  normal s u b d i v i s i o n  s e p a r a t i o n  t o  


d i f f e r e n t  uses? 
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A. yes .  


Q. so even though t h e y  may be s i n g l e  f a m i l y ,  


t h e y  - -  o r  t imesha re  t o  t h e  sou th ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  


t h e y ' r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e y ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  exude, as you 


p o i n t e d  o u t ,  any impac t  because o f  t h a t  e x t e n s i v e  


s e p a r a t i o n ?  


A.  R i g h t .  I mean, i s  i t  t y p i c a l  i n  Lee coun t y  


t h a t  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  i s  addressed t h r o u g h  i n c r e a s e  i n  


se tbacks ,  as w e l l  as b u f f e r i n g  t echn iques  such as 


v e g e t a t i v e  b u f f e r s  o r  w a l l s .  w i t h  t h i s  c i  rculnstance 


w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  se tbacks ,  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  a r e a  wh ich  


w i l l  a c t  as a  b u f f e r ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  


t hose  u n i t s  t h a t  a r e  a d j a c e n t .  T h e y ' r e  l i k e  t y p e  u n i t s  


i n  most cases ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  t imesha res  a t  


t h e  g o l f  cou rse ,  b u t  t h e  l a r g e  r e s t o r a t i o n  a r e a  and 


se tbacks  c e r t a i n l y  make i t  c o m p a t i b l e .  


Q. And you t a l k e d  abou t  - -  when you were t a l k i n g  


about  t h e  o t h e r  Lee p l a n  p r o v i s i o n s ,  you t a l k e d  abou t  


a l t e r n a t i v e  hous ing .  when you t a l k e d  abou t  t h a t ,  were 


you --  what were you t r y i n g  t o  d e s c r i b e ?  why i s  t h i s  


an a l t e r n a t i v e ?  


A. W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  a  s u b d i v i s i o n  t h a t ' s  s e t  i n  a  


r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t ,  so i t  may be a t t r a c t i v e  t o  p e o p l e  


t h a t  want t o  l i v e  where t h e y  have o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  v i e w  


w i l d l i f e  and have t h a t  k i n d  o f  expe r i ence .  
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Q. ~ n d  have you eve r  been i n  a  z o n i n g  h e a r i n g  


where peop le  g e t  a t t a c h e d  t o  someone e l s e ' s  g reen  space 


and lamen t  when i t ' s  gone? 


A. yes .  


Q. And t h a t  w o n ' t  occu r  h e r e  because t h e i r  g reen  


space w i l l  be p e r p e t u a l .  


A. yeah, and 1 ' m  k i n d  o f  t h e  ne rdy  p l a n n e r .  I 


t h i n k  o f  garden c i t i e s  and o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  k i n d  o f  


p l a n n i n g  c o n n o t a t i o n s ,  y e t  i t ' s  so  t r u e  t h a t  p e o p l e  


en j o y  n a t u r e .  B i  r d - w a t c h i  ng i s  an i n c r e d i b l e  t h i n g  


t h a t  gene ra tes  a  l o t  o f  revenue.  And t h i s  may be 


a t t r a c t i v e  t o  peop le  t h a t  have t h o s e  i n t e r e s t s .  


Q. And, i n  f a c t ,  Lee coun t y  government t a l k e d  a  


l o t  abou t  p r o t e c t i n g  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  


t h a t  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e .  I s  t h i s  an a l t e r n a t i v e  t h a t  


p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h a t  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e ?  


A. yeah. You have a l l  o f  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  a s p e c t s ,  


and t h e n  you m ix  i t  w i t h  - -  wh ich  1 t h i n k  w i l l  be a  


w o r l d  c l a s s  amen i t y  complex.  ~ t ' l l  be a  v e r y  


q u e s t i o n s  . 
H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  M a t t ?  


MR.  NOBLE: Yes. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  I n  te rms  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  


a t t r a c t i v e  community.  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: I d o n ' t  have any o t h e r  
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t h i s  s u b d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  s e t t i n g  t h a t  i t  f i n d s  


i t s e l f .  


MR.  NOBLE: Yep. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  The c h a r a c t e r  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  


development i n  co r ksc rew  Road c o r r i d o r  t r a n s i t i o n s  


f r om  a  suburban,  t r u e  suburban model, t o  more o f  a  


r u r a l  t y p e  o f  c h a r a c t e r .  can you t a l k  abou t  o t h e r  


p a r t s  o f  t h e  coun t y ,  l i k e  A l v a ,  ca loosaha tchee  


shores ,  maybe even suckingham, t h a t  have r u r a l  


c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  b u t  quas i  -suburban s t y l e  


s u b d i v i s i o n s  have been found  t o  be c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  


t h a t  s e t t i n g ?  


MR. NOBLE: Yeah. where ' s  t h e  t i e r  map? Yeah. 


1 j u s t  need a  map o f  Lee County t o  k i n d  o f  t a l k  


abou t  i t .  


L e t ' s  j u s t  s t a r t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  


c o u n t y ,  A l v a .  T h e r e ' s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  


s u b d i v i s i o n .  1 f o r g e t  t h e  name o f  i t  a t  t h i s  


p o i n t .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Caloosahatchee Preserve  o r  


Ca loosa Preserve .  


MR. NOBLE: Yeah, c a l o o s a  someth ing.  


And i t  was done i n  a  v e r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  r u r a l  


s e t t i n g ,  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  i n  one sense, b u t  n o t  


as c l u s t e r e d  as - -  I mean s i m i l a r  i n  t h e  s e t t i n g .  
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~ u t  t h a t ' s  an example o f  l<i nd o f  a  r u r a l ,  l a r g e  


s u b d i v i s i o n  s e t  i n  a  r u r a l  a rea .  And t h e r e ' s  - -  


t h e r e ' s  a  few o f  them around.  I mean even ~ i v e r  


H a l l  i s  an example o f  i t .  I know peop le  d o n ' t  want  


t o  t a l k  p r o b a b l y  abou t  R i v e r  H a l l ,  b u t ,  you know, 


i t  k i n d  o f  has t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER: So t h e r e  was a  t r a d e o f f  


t h e r e  f o r  c l u s t e r i n g  ve r sus  open space? 


M R .  NOBLE: o e c i  ded l  y .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  S t i l l  f i t t i n g  i n  w i t h  t h e  


r u r a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  wou ld  you say? 


MR. NOBLE: Add ress i ng  t h e  r u r a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  


yes .  And --  


HEARING EXAMINER: what abou t  ~ u c k i n g h a m ?  


MR.  NOBLE: w e l l ,  I --  I can r e c a l l  - -  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Newer - -  


MR. NOBLE: - -  l i k e  Horse c r e e k  wou ld  be an 


example. 


M S .  MONTGOMERY: I w r o t e  t h a t  one down. 


MR.  NOBLE: Yeah. ~ u t  v e r y ,  v e r y  s i m i l a r .  


a d d r e s s i n g  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i t s ,  c l u s t e r i n g ,  and 


t h e  edge e f f e c t s  t o  address  t h e  r u r a l  


c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  a rea .  so I mean we can 


go - -  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER: SO t h i s  i s  S o r t  o f  a  new 
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r u r a l  concep t  t h a t  we' r e  see ing  e l  sewhere? 


MR.  NOBLE: Yes. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  where t h e r e ' s  a  t r a d e o f f ,  


maybe? 


MR.  NOBLE: Yeah. And keep i n  mind i t ' s  k i n d  


o f  t h a t  I a n  McCart  t h i n g ,  t o o ,  where you l o o k  a t  


a l l  o f  t h e  s i t e  a t t r i b u t e s ,  you address t h e  s i t e  


a t t r i b u t e s ;  b u t  t o  a c t u a l l y  pay f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  


and t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  you have t o  


accommodate t h e  development t h a t  a c t u a l l y  pays f o r  I 
t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  and p r e s e r v a t i o n .  And t h e r e ' s  I 
examples even on P ine  I s l a n d ,  so .  . . 


And i t ' s  been a  chang ing  concept  f o r  t h e  D R / G R .  


1 know t h a t .  You know, t h e r e  was a  r e a l i z a t i o n  


t h a t  t h e  TDR program t h a t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e y  


never  g o t  o f f  t h e  ground,  never  a t t r a c t e d  any 


i n t e r e s t ,  i t  w a s n ' t  w o r k i n g .  


SO t h e  t h o u g h t  k i n d  o f  moved on f r om  t h a t  t o ,  


how b e s t  can we accommodate t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  


t hose  p r i o r i t y  a reas? W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  an o p t i o n ,  you 


know, so t h i s  k i n d  o f  - -  I t h i n k  i s  i n  a  n a t u r a l l y  


e v o l v i n g  p o l i c y  f ramework f o r  t h e  DR/GR t h a t  k i n d  


o f  p i c k e d  up where t h e  Dover Kohl  s t u d i e s  ended. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  W e l l ,  i t  ' s an e x p r e s s i o n  o f  


t h e  Boa rd ' s  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  now 
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t h a t  t h e y ' v e  amended t h e  p l a n ,  c o r r e c t ?  


MR. NOBLE: T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  I d o n ' t  have any 


f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  


MS.  MONTGOMERY: I j u s t  have a  few f o l l o w - u p  


q u e s t i o n s .  


FURTHER REDIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. M a t t ,  you i n d i c a t e d  y o u ' v e  been i n v o l v e d  w i t h  


t h e  DR/GR s i n c e  1991. 


A .  yes .  


Q. I n  t h a t  20 p l u s  yea rs ,  have t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  


g o a l s  been ach ieved  a t  a l l ?  


A. NO.  


Q .  was i t  due t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  f u n d i n g ?  


A. C o r r e c t .  


Q. so  t h i s  i s  a  way t o  ach ieve  t h e  s u r f a c e  w a t e r  


and wa te r  qua1 i t y  and w i l d l i f e  r e s t o r a t i o n  g o a l s .  


A. Yes, i t  i s .  


Q. And t h e  r u r a l  l a n d  use c a t e g o r y  a l l o w s  what 


d e n s i t y ?  


A. One u n i t  an a c r e .  


Q. And i s  t h i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h a t  ca tego ry?  


A .  ~t i s .  


Q. As an e x p e r t  i n  p l a n n i n g ,  I --  we 've  l o o k e d  a t  


- 
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a  s i t e  p l a n  on Wednesday t h a t  showed how t h e  s i t e  c o u l d  


be deve loped w i t h  t e n - a c r e  t r a c t s ,  wh ich  i s  - -  we c o u l d  


do r i g h t  now, c o r r e c t ?  


A. c o r r e c t .  Tha t  c o u l d  be done under  t h e  e x i s t i n g  


AG-2 zon ing  d e s i g n a t i o n .  


Q. SO f r o m  an env i r onmen ta l  and e c o l o g i c a l  


s t a n d p o i n t ,  i n  you r  o p i n i o n  as a  p l a n n e r ,  wh ich  i s  


p r e f e r a b l e ,  t h i s  p roposa l  o r  what c o u l d  occu r  now? 


A .  T h i s ,  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  


MS.  MONTGOMERY: okay .  I d o n ' t  have any o t h e r  


q u e s t i o n s .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  M a t t ,  how f a r  wou ld  Y O U  say 


t h i s  s u b d i v i s i o n  i s  g o i n g  t o  be f r om  shopp ing  and 


employment c e n t e r s  o u t s i d e  t h e  p r o j e c t ?  


MR.  NOBLE: W e l l ,  I mean, t h e r e ' s  t h e  


commercial  t r a c t  i n  f r o n t  o f  B e l l a  T e r r a  as we k i n d  


o f  move down. Then you g e t  t o  t h e  ~ u b l i x  shopp ing  


c e n t e r  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Ben H i l l  and Corkscrew 


~ o a d .  And a  p l e t h o r a  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and --  you 


know, f ro ln  M i  romar M a l l  a l l  t h e  way up t o  t h e  o t h e r  


m a l l  a t  A l i c o  and 1 -75 .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  What 's  t h e  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  


p r o j e c t  e n t r a n c e  t o  75, r o u g h l y ?  


MR.  NOBLE :  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  i t  was l i k e  s i x  m i l e s  


i s  my memory o f  i t .  
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HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  Thank you.  


MR. NOBLE: Yep. 


M S .  MONTGOMERY: How c l o s e  i s  t h e  g e n e r a l  


s t o r e ?  


MR.  NOBLE: A l o t  c l o s e r  t h a n  s i x  m i l e s  i s  


where I would  p u t  - -  


HEARING EXAMINER:  Where I ' v e  seen peop le  d r i n k  


beer  a t  10 :30  i n  t h e  morn ing .  


( w i t n e s s  excused.)  


Thereupon, 


RAY BLACKSMITH, 


a f t e r  h a v i n g  been p r e v i o u s l y  d u l y  sworn o r  a f f i r m e d ,  was 


examined and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s :  


DIRECT TESTIMONY 


MR. BLACKSMITH : Agai n ,  Ray B l  a cksn~ i  t h  w i t h  


camprop. 


Madam Hea r i ng  Examiner ,  f o r  t h e  l a s t  two days 


you ' ve  heard  a l o t  o f  d e t a i l  abou t  co r ksc rew  Farms. 


I ' m  g o i n g  t o  t r y  t o  q u i c k l y  summarize t h e  b e n e f i t s  


o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  s u t  f i r s t ,  t h e r e ' s  been some 


c o n v e r s a t i o n  abou t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  and 


what e x i s t i n g  developments t h e r e  a r e  i n  


r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  s i t e .  


T h i s  map shows t h e  r e s i d e n t i  a1 developments 
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h i g h l i g h t e d  i n  r e d ,  and t h e  proposed developments 


t h a t  have app rova l  b u t  a r e  un - ye t  b u i l t  i n  b l u e ,  


and you can see t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o j e c t s  coming, 


coming f o r w a r d  a l o n g  t h i s  c o r r i d o r .  


so l e t  me q u i c k l y  j u s t  go ove r  some o f  t h e  


b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  1 '11 t a k e  ano the r  t e n  


m inu tes  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  and t h e n  we c o u l d  - -  wt  


c o u l d  f i n a l i z e  t h i s .  


The b e n e f i t s  o f  co rksc rew Farms. We w i l l  


p r e s e r v e  e x i s t i n g  n a t i v e  we t l ands  and f o r e s t e d  


a reas  o n s i  t e .  w e ' l l  r e s t o r e  t h e  h i s t o r i c  f low-way!  


o n s i t e .  W e ' l l  r e s t o r e  and c r e a t e  ove r  700 ac res  01 


up lands  and we t l ands  f r o m  t h e  e x i s t i n g  a g r i c u l  t u r a -  


use.  w e ' l l  i n c r e a s e  w i l d l i f e  u t i l i z a t i o n ,  c o n t r o l  


s u r f a c e  w a t e r  i n  te rms o f  b o t h  e l e v a t i o n  and 


d u r a t i o n .  w e ' l l  improve h y d r o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  or 


a d j a c e n t  pub l  i c  c o n s e r v a t i o n  l a n d s ,  r econnec t  


w i l d 1  i f e  c o r r i d o r s  t o  a d j a c e n t  pub l  i c l a n d s .  


w e ' l l  remove a l l  e x o t i c  and nu isance  v e g e t a t i o r  


f r o m  t h e  e x i s t i n g  n a t i v e  we t lands  and up lands .  


w e ' l l  improve e x i s t i n g  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  c o n d i t i o n s .  


There  w i l l  be an improvement t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  


h i g h  w a t e r  e l e v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  surgundy Farlns 


s u b d i v i s i o n .  I t ' l l  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  


p o t e n t i  a1 mine 1  awsui t f r om  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r o p e r t y  
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owner t o  d a t e .  And t h e  p l a n  f o l l o w s  a  theme 


m i m i c k i n g  t h e  Dover Kohl  p a r t n e r s  DR/GR s t u d y  f o r  


r u r a l  communi t ies .  


I t  reduces t h e  s i t e  p l a n  development f o o t p r i n t  


and conserves  1 a rge  n a t u r a l  a reas .  E l i  m i  n a t e s  


p o t e n t i a l  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  Lee c o u n t y  w e l l  


f i e l d  f r om  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  due t o  f a r m i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  


It i n c r e a s e s  c o n s e r v a t i o n  1  ands; p r o v i d e s  


a d d i t i o n a l  b u f f e r  t o  e x i s t i n g  m i t i g a t i o n  p r o p e r t y ;  


p r o v i d e s  impac t  f e e s  t o  Lee County;  c o n s t r u c t s  a  


w a t e r  main e x t e n s i o n  down co rksc rew Road t h a t ' l l  


p r o v i d e  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t h o s e  r e s i d e n t s  a b u t t i n g  


co rksc rew Road. 


~t genera tes  reuse wa te r  f o r  t h e  coun t y  use;  


s e t s  a s i d e  and r e s t o r e s  l a n d  w i t h o u t  u s i n g  2020 


monies o r  t a x  d o l l a r s .  


Our p r o j e c t  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  $17,000 t o  t h e  


E s t e r o  F i r e  Rescue towards  t h e  purchase o f  r a d i o  


system enhancements. The p r o j e c t  w i l l  deed an 


approx ima te  f i v e - a c r e  t r a c t  t o  t h e  E s t e r o  F i r e  


Rescue f o r  a  p o t e n t i a l  f u t u r e  f i r e  s t a t i o n .  We 


w i  11 p a r t i c i p a t e  $200,000 towards  an ambulance f o r  


t h e  E s t e r o  F i r e  Rescue o r  Lee County.  And we w i l l  


make i n t e r s e c t i o n  improvements a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  


developments,  as we t a l k e d  abou t ,  p r o v i d e d  t h o s e  
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improvements a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  o u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  


t h e  p r o  r a t a  sha re  f r o m  t h e  s t u d y .  


p r o j e c t  m o n i t o r i n g  w e l l s  and l a k e  w a t e r  


s a m p l i n g  w i l l  be r e q u i  r e d  t o  a s s u r e  DR/GR w a t e r  


r e s o u r c e s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d .  The p r o j e c t  w a t e r  


m o n i t o r i n g  p l a n  w i l l  be c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  Lee c o u n t y  


N a t u r a l  Resources.  M o n i t o r i n g  o f  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  


w i l l  i n c l u d e  s a m p l i n g  o f  n u t r i e n t s ,  w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  


r e d u c t i o n  o f  n i t r o g e n  and phosphorous 1  eve1 s .  The 


development  i s  expec ted  t o  reduce t h e  e x i s t i n g  


w a t e r  use p e r m i t  b y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  44 p e r c e n t  i n  t h e  


peak d r y  season, d r y  month.  


R e - c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  f low-ways  and r e d u c t i o n  i n  


t h e  c u r r e n t  w a t e r  use p e r n ~ i t  i s  an enhancement f o r  


s t o r m  w a t e r  r e c h a r g e  t o  t h e  s u r f i c i a l  a q u i f e r  


system. I t  e l i m i n a t e s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  have s e p t i c  


t a n k s  and i n d i v i d u a l  p o t a b l e  w e l l s .  ~ n d ,  as Lee 


c o u n t y  N a t u r a l  Resources s t a t e d  i n  t h e i r  documents,  


t h a t  t h e  proposed amendment w i l l  reduce i m p a c t s  on 


groundwater  r e s o u r c e s .  


s i n c e  we s t a r t e d  o u r  due d i l i g e n c e  on t h e  s i t e  


o v e r  1 5  months ago, we r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  f o u r  


m a j o r  p o i n t s  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  has t o  address ,  w a t e r  


q u a l i t y  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t .  


The c o r k s c r e w  Farms w i l l  r e c o r d  and imp lement  
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an enhanced l a k e  management p l a n .  ~t w i l l  i n s t a l l  


m o n i t o r i n g  w e l l s  w i t h  r e p o r t i n g  t o  Lee c o u n t y  


N a t u r a l  Resources.  We w i l l  u t i l i z e  f r i e n d l y  - -  


~ l o r i d a  f r i e n d l y  p l a n t s .  I t  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a  


c e n t r a l i z e d  i r r i g a t i o n  system c o n t r o l l e d  s o l e l y  by  


t h e  HOA. I t  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  h i s t o r i c  f low-ways t o  


e l i m i n a t e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  use p o t a b l e  w e l l s  and 


s e p t i c  t a n k s ,  enhance e x i s t i n g  c o n s e r v a t i o n  l a n d s  


t o  t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t .  I t  w i l l  reduce e x i s t i n g  


p e r m i t t e d  i r r i g a t i o n  wa te r  w i t h d r a w a l s .  ~t w i l l  


reduce n i t r o g e n  and phosphorous l o a d i n g .  


AS f a r  as w i l d l i f e  was concerned,  we w i l l  


c o n v e r t  o v e r  700 ac res  f r o m  fa rm  l a n d  t o  we t l ands  


and up lands .  we w i l l  p r o t e c t  400 f e e t  o r  


a p p r o x i m a t e l y  48 ac res  o f  t r e e l i n e  b u f f e r  t o  


Burgundy Farms. W e ' l l  p l a c e  r e s t o r e d  l a n d s  and 


c o n s e r v a t i o n  easements t o  p r o t e c t  them f r om  f u t u r e  


development .  I t  w i l l  - -  we w i l l  c r e a t e  an e n t i t y  


and a  f u n d i n g  source  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  We 


w i l l  c r e a t e  a  w i l d l i f e  c o e x i s t e n c e  p l a n  and a  


w i l d l i f e  management p l a n .  


co rksc rew Farms, as shane Johnson spoke, has 


o n l y  e i g h t  p e r c e n t  we t l ands  ac ross  t h e  e n t i r e  


1 , 361  ac res  o f  l a n d .  o f  t h a t  e i g h t  p e r c e n t  


we t l ands ,  w e ' r e  o n l y  i m p a c t i n g  a  h a l f  an a c r e .  O f  
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t h e  r ema in i ng  we t l ands  on t h e  s i t e ,  we w i l l  remove 


a l l  t h e  e x o t i c s  i n  t h e  r ema in i ng  we t l ands  and we 


w i l l  p l a c e  t h o s e  we t l ands  i n  c o n s e r v a t i o n  


easements. 


Corkscrew Farms w i l l  c r e a t e  a  wal k a b l e  


development  w i t h  s i d e w a l k s .  There w i l l  be 


approx imate1 y  14 m i l e s  o f  s i dewa l ks  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  


development . 
we w i l l  c r e a t e  i n t e r n a l  roadway connec t i ons  t o  


t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  pods. 


I t  i s  o u r  i n t e n t  t o  c o n s t r u c t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  


improvements on co r ksc rew  Road a t  The Preserve  a t  


co r ksc rew ,  a t  t h e  B e l l a  T e r r a  s u b d i v i s i o n  and a t  


Corkscrew Shores as a  p a r t  o f  o u r  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  I 
sha re ,  because we b e l i e v e  t h o s e  a r e  s a f e t y  i s s u e s .  I 
T h e y ' r e  n o t  i s s u e s  caused by o u r  development ,  b u t  


we t h o u g h t  i t  was i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h o s e  


r e s i d e n t i  a1 developments f r om  ou r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  


w i t h  them. 


We w i l l  c o n s t r u c t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  improvements a t  


Corkscrew Road and A1 i co Road. We w i  11 p a r t i  c i  p a t e  


i n  a  community o f  t r a f f i c  s t u d y  p repa red  by Lee 


c o u n t y ,  and we w i l l  pay o u r  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  share  o f  I 
any roadway impac t s  t h a t  a r e  addressed i n  t h a t  


s t u d y  and ou r  p r o j e c t  w i l l  pay o t h e r  road  impac t  


MARTINA REPORTING SERVICES 
(239) 334-6545 







f e e s .  


so a f t e r  1 5  months i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  and 


a l l  ou r  mee t ings  w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  agenc ies ,  we 


have s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h  F l o r i d a  Water 


Management D i s t r i c t ,  f r om  t h e  F l o r i d a  Depar tment  o f  


Envi  ronmenta l  P r o t e c t i o n ,  f r o m  t h e  F l o r i d a  F i s h  and 


w i  I d 1  i f e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  commiss ion,  F l o r i d a  


Depar tment  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  F l o r i d a  ~ o a r d  o f  


Educa t i on ,  Lee County Loca l  P l a n n i n g  Agency, 


southwest  F l o r i d a  Reg iona l  P l  ann i  ng Counci 1 , t h e  


F l o r i d a  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n ,  The Conservancy o f  


sou thwes t  F l o r i d a ,  t h e  Depar tment  o f  Economic 


O p p o r t u n i t y ,  Lee County s t a f f ,  The Preserve  a t  


co rksc rew Homeowners A s s o c i a t i o n  and The shores  


Homeowners A s s o c i a t i o n .  


And,  ada am Hea r i ng  Examiner , t h a t  conc ludes  o u r  


p r e s e n t a t i o n .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER: Thank you.  I have some 


q u e s t i o n s .  


D I R E C T  E X A M I N A T I O N  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. L a s t  s l i d e .  M r .  B l a c k s m i t h ,  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  show 


you a  document. DO you r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  document? 


A .  Yes, I do. I t ' s  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  F l o r i d a  


w i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  ou r  p r o j e c t .  
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Q. And i t ' s  d a t e d  o r  l a b e l e d  what? 


A. ~ t ' s  d a t e d  August  1 8 t h ,  2015. 


Q. And i t ' s  i d e n t i f i e d a s ?  


A. A p p l i c a n t ' s  Exh i  b i t  Number 1. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  T h i s  i s  f r o m  Nancy Payton? 


MR.  BLACKSMITH: c o r r e c t .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  SO - -  okay .  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. ~ ' m  g o i n g  t o  show you a n o t h e r  document. 


HEARING E X A M I N E R :  These e x h i b i t s  may be 


renumbered a t  some p o i n t  - -  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: okay .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  - -  t o  make i t  a l l  make 


sense. 


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. Do you r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  document? 


A. yes ,  I do. ~ t ' s  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  ~ e e  c o u n t y  


P o r t  A u t h o r i t y ,  f r o m  E l l e n  L i n d b l a t ,  D i r e c t o r ,  d a t e d  


~ u g u s t  2 0 t h ,  2015. 


Q. And what does t h a t  document i n d i c a t e ?  


A. T h i s  l e t t e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  Lee County P o r t  


A u t h o r i t y  i s  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  and l o o k s  


f o r w a r d  t o  r e c e i v i n g  c o p i e s  o f  any o f  t h e  m o n i t o r i n g  


r e p o r t s  t h a t  we produce o u t  o f  o u r  p r o j e c t .  


Q. ~ ' m  g o i n g  t o  show you a  document t h a t ' s  l a b e l e d  
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A p p l i c a n t ' s  ~ x h i b i t  3 .  Do you r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  one? 


A. Yes, I do.  I t ' s  an e -ma i l  f r o m  Lou 


F r a t t a r e l l i .  Lou ~ r a t t a r e l l i  t h e  homeowner a s s o c i a t i o n  


p r e s i d e n t  a t  The Preserve  a t  co rksc rew.  I t ' s  a  l e t t e r  


t h a t  he s e n t  t o  t h e  Board o f  coun t y  Commissioners i n  


s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  


Q. ~ ' m  g o i n g  t o  show you ano the r  document l a b e l e d  


A p p l i c a n t ' s  E x h i b i t  4. Do you r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  document? 


A. Yes, I do.  The --  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  f ron i  I c o n  


Management da ted  August 1 8 t h ,  2015. I c o n  Management i s  


t h e  management company a t  co rksc rew shores .  And i n  


t h a t  l e t t e r  i t  l e n d s  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t .  


Q. L e t  me show you a  document t h a t ' s  l a b e l e d  


A p p l i c a n t ' s  E x h i b i t  5 .  Do you r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  document? 


A. Yes, I do. T h i s  i s  an e -ma i l  t h a t  was s e n t  t o  


me f r om  M e l i s s a  Rober ts  o f  t h e  s o u t h  F l o r i d a  Water 


Management D i s t r i c t  da ted  August 1 8 t h ,  2015. I t ' s  a  


s u p p o r t i v e  document j u s t  r e s t a t i n g  h e r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  


w i t h  me t h a t  t h e y  have worlced w i t h  ou r  company i n  t h e  


p a s t  on o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  had r e s t o r a t i o n  work and i s  


i n  s u p p o r t  o f  us and l o o k s  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  


c o o p e r a t i v e l y  w i t h  us on t h i s  p r o j e c t .  


Q. M r .  s l a c k s m i t h ,  you - -  when you were g o i n g  o v e r  


t h e  p o s i t i v e s ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were g o i n g  t o  


c o n t r i b u t e  200,000 f o r  an ambulance. L e t  me c l a r i f y  
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t h a t  i f  1 c o u l d .  I s  t h a t  up t o  200,000 o r  i s  t h a t  


200, OOO? 


A. Tha t  i s  a  $200,000 maximum. 


Q. And i s  t h a t  someth ing  t h a t  i s  c r e d i t a b l e  


a g a i n s t  EMS impac t  f ees?  


A .  I wou ld  expec t  t h a t  - -  t h o s e  d o l l a r s  t o  be 


a c c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  EMS impac t  f e e s  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  


Q. Because w e ' r e  a t  a  hundred p e r c e n t  l e v e l  - -  


A .  Yes, we a r e .  


Q. - -  i n  t h e  EMS - -  


A. And t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  ambulance t h a t  we wou ld  


be s h a r i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f ,  w e ' r e  pay i ng  up t o  $200,000 


f o r ,  i s  a  b e n e f i t  n o t  j u s t  t o  Corkscrew Farms, b u t  t o  


a l l  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h a t  c o r r i d o r .  


MS. MONTGOMERY: Okay. I have no f u r t h e r  


q u e s t i o n s .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  I have some 


q u e s t i o n s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  M r .  Ba r raco  and M r .  Brown 


a r e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  most a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  respond.  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: okay .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  F i r s t  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  i f  


somebody can j u s t  b r i n g  up t h e  s i t e  a g a i n  i n  


r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  w h a t ' s  a round i t  and e x p l a i n  t o  me 


where and how t h e  wa te r  f l o w s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s i t e  and 


where does i t  go.  
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M S .  MONTGOMERY: okay .  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  a  C a r l  


q u e s t i o n  t h e n .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER: C a r l  Ba r raco .  


MR.  BARRACO: Fo r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  C a r l  Ba r raco .  


c o u l d  we --  I guess we can use t h i s  one. 


R i g h t  now, because o f  t h e  berln t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  


i t ' s  s t a c k i n g  up i n  h e r e .  and i t ' s  because o f  - -  


you see t h e  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  h i g h e r  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  


and - -  ~ ' m  s o r r y ,  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and l o w e r  i n  t h e  


sou thwes t .  The wa te r  j u s t  i s  pushed around h e r e  


and i s  coming t h i s  way, a  l o t  o f  i t  t h r o u g h  


~ u r g u n d y  Farms, and i t  e v e n t u a l l y  ends up i n  t h e  


F l i n t  Pen down h e r e .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  S O  w h a t ' s  i t  g o i n g  t o  do? 


M R .  BARRACO: Some o f  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  


do t h a t .  Then by  open ing  up t h i s  berm, i t  w i l l  now 


come t h r o u g h  t h e s e  f low-ways i n t o  t h e  A l i c o  d i t c h  


and t h e n  a g a i n  make i t s  way i n t o  t h e   lint Pen 


t h rough  h e r e .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  S O  a l l  t h a t  Water i s  g o i n g  


t o  go i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  a l o n g  Corl tscrew Road? 


MR.  BARRACO: Yes. 


HEARING EXAMINER: And t h e n  f r o m  t h e r e ?  


MR.  BARRACO: I t ' l l  go west  and t h e n  i n t o  t h e  


F l i n t  Pen. 
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HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  A l l  r i g h t .  And I -- 


i n  t h e  summary, M r .   lacks smith's summary, one o f  


t h e  p o i n t s  t h a t  he no ted  was t h a t  t h e r e  would be 


reuse wa te r  f o r  coun t y  use.  somebody e x p l a i n  t h i s  


t o  me. 


MR.  BLACKSMITH: T y p i c a l l y ,  i n  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  


developments a l o n g  - -  i n  Lee coun t y ,  reuse wa te r  i s  


u t i l i z e d  by  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  ne ighborhoods t o  


i r r i g a t e .  Tha t  wa te r  i s  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  coun t y  


f r om  t h e i r  reuse 1  i n e s .  There a r e  no reuse l i n e s  


o u t  t h i s  - -  o u t  towards  co rksc rew Farms. I n  f a c t ,  


t h e  reuse l i n e s  s t o p  a t  The Preserve  a t  co r ksc rew  


development r i g h t  he re .  


so B e l l a  T e r r a  uses i r r i g a t i o n  wa te r  f r om  t h e i r  


e x i s t i n g  l a k e s ,  cor l<screw shores  uses i r r i g a t i o n  


f r om  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  l a k e s ,  and w e ' l l  do t h e  same. 


SO w e ' l l  be p r o v i d i n g  t h e  e f f l u e n t  t o  t h e  c o u n t y ,  


who can t h e n  t r e a t  i t  and p u t  i t  back i n t o  t h e i r  


reuse system. Tha t  i s  a b e n e f i t  t o  Lee County.  


M S .  MONTGOMERY:   hey s e l l  i t ,  c o r r e c t ?  


MR.  BLACKSMITH: C o r r e c t .  They s e l l  t h e  r euse .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Who s e l l s  t h e  reuse? 


MR.  BLACKSMITH: The coun ty  does.   here's a  


charge.  


H E A R I N G  E X A M I N E R :  okay .  So t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  
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g o i n g  t o  connec t  t o  p u b l i c  p o t a b l e  wa te r  and 


s a n i t a r y  sewer.  


MR. BLACKSMITH: Yes. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  T h e r e ' s  g o i n g  t o  be a  


byp roduc t  f r om  t h a t  t h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  go back t o  t h e  


wa te r  p l a n t ,  be t r e a t e d ,  and t h e n  t u r n e d  i n t o  


reuse .  I s  t h a t  what  y o u ' r e  say ing?  


MR.  BLACKSMITH: T h a t ' s  what I ' m  s a y i n g .  And 


t h a t  r euse  w i l l  be s o l d  t o  communi t ies i n  Lee 


c o u n t y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  we a r e n ' t  one o f  them, 


because t h e  coun t y  d o e s n ' t  o f f e r  l i n e s  o u t  t h a t  


f a r .  I 
However, I t h i n k  o u r  documents s t a t e  t h a t  i f  I 


t h e  coun t y  does p r o v i d e  t h o s e  l i n e s  t o  o u r  p r o j e c t  I 
p r i o r  t o  ou r  f i r s t  development o r d e r ,  t h e n  I would  


u t i l i z e  t h a t  system. C u r r e n t l y  t h e r e ' s  a  s h o r t a g e  


o f  reuse w a t e r .  


HEARING EXAMINER: okay.  And t h e n  where does 


t h e  p o t a b l e  wa te r  and s a n i t a r y  sewer l i n e  t e r m i n a t e  


r i g h t  now on co rksc rew ~ o a d ?  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: T h e r e ' s  a  g r a p h i c  on t h a t .  


MR.  BLACKSMITH:  The s a n i t a r y  sewer s t o p s  r i g h t  


h e r e  a t  co rksc rew shores  and i t  comes i n t o  t h e  


deve lopment .  So on t h e  Farms p r o p e r t y ,  we w i l l  r u n  


t h e  s a n i t a r y  sewer and w e ' l l  connec t  - -  w e ' l l  
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r e p l a c e  t h e  l i n e  t h a t  co r ksc rew  shores  p u t  i n  and 


t i e  i t  i n  r i g h t  a t  t h e    el la T e r r a  en t r ance ,  and 


t h e n  f r om  t h e r e  i t  t r a v e l s  down and i n t o  t h e  coun t y  


system. 


The p o t a b l e  wa te r  t e r m i n a t e s  r i g h t  h e r e .  T h i s  


i s  o u r  c o n n e c t i o n  p o i n t  a t  A l i c o  Road. So w e ' l l  


t i e  i n  he re .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Can you go t o  s l i d e  9 7 ,  Ray? 


Tha t  m i g h t  be.  . . 
HEARING EXAMINER:  So t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  be 


i n s t a l  1  i ng t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  ex tend  t h e  1  i nes 


f r om  t h e  c u r r e n t  t e r m i n a t i o n  p o i n t  - -  


MR.  BLACKSMITH: Yes. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  - -  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t ?  


MR.  BARRACO: Keep g o i n g .  


M R .  BLACKSMITH: R i g h t  t h e r e .  


~ l l  r i g h t .  so  t h e  co rksc rew Farms development  


w i l l  i n s t a l l  a  new 1 2 - i n c h  wa te r  main f r o m  o u r  


p r o p e r t y  and t i e  i n  a t  A l i c o  Road. And t h e n  t h e  


s a n i t a r y ,  as you see f r om  t h i s  s l i d e ,  w i l l  i n s t a l l  


an e i g h t - i n c h  f o r c e  main f r om  ou r  s i t e  t o  t h e  - -  t o  


t i e  i t  i n  a t  B e l l a  T e r r a .  And t h e n  ou r  p r o j e c t  


i n c l u d e s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a master  pump s t a t i o n  


t h a t  w e ' l l  end up t u r n i n g  o v e r  t o  Lee coun t y  once 


i t ' s  c o n s t r u c t e d .  
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H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Okay. s hank you.  I ' m  j u :  


g o i n g  t o  check and see i f  1 have any o t h e r .  


okay ,  t h a t ' s  i t .  Thank you .  


MR.  BLACKSMITH: Thank you.  


HEARING EXAMINER:  I S  t h a t  c o n c l u d i n g  your  


p r e s e n t a t i o n ?  


MS.  MONTGOMERY: We do - -  yes ,  i t  conc ludes  c 


case i n  c h i e f .  We do r e s e r v e  t h e  r i g h t  f o r  


r e b u t t a l .  


HEARING E X A M I N E R :  Okay. County,  ready  t o  


proceed? 


MR.  BLOCK: We a r e  ready t o  proceed.  G iven  t 


t i m e ,  though,  d i d  you want t o  t a k e  a break? 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  How abou t  we t a k e  a s h o r t  


t en -m inu te  b r e a k  and w e ' l l  resume a t  11:lO w i t h  t 


s t a f f  r e p o r t  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  


(Thereupon, a b r i e f  r ecess  was taken. )  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER: Okay. Ready? 


MR.  BLOCK: Yes, ma'am. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Back on t h e  r e c o r d ,  s t a r t i  


w i t h  s t a f f  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  
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Thereupon, 


C H I P  B L O C K ,  I 
a f t e r  h a v i n g  been p r e v i o u s l y  d u l y  sworn o r  a f f i r m e d ,  was 


examined and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s :  


DIRECT TESTIMONY 


MR.  BLOCK: Good morn ing ,  Madam H e a r i n g  


Examiner .  I ' m  c h i p  B l o c k .  I ' m  w i t h  t h e  Depar tment  


o f  community Development .  ~ ' m  a  p r i n c i p a l  p l a n n e r  I 
w i t h i n  t h a t  depar tmen t  and I ' v e  been accep ted  as an I 
e x p e r t  w i t n e s s  i n  Lee c o u n t y  comprehensive P lan ,  I 
Lee c o u n t y  Land Development code,  p l a n n i n g  and I 
z o n i n g  i n  t h i s  fo rum i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and f o r  t h e  I 
purposes  o f  t h i s  case 1 wou ld  l i k e  t o  a l s o  be I 
accep ted  as an e x p e r t  w i t n e s s  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s .  


HEARING EXAMINER: okay .    hat's f i n e .  I 
p roceed.  ~ ' m  g o i n g  t o  rem ind  you t h a t  you rema in  I 
under  o a t h .  I 


MR.  BLOCK:  Yes, ma'am. T h a t  was g o i n g  t o  be I 
my n e x t  s t a t e m e n t .  1 am under  o a t h  and r 


u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t .  I 
You 've  h e a r d  a  l o t  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  day and a  


h a l f ,  o r  a c t u a l l y  f u l l  day now, p r o b a b l y ,  w i t h  t h e  


morn ing  and a f t e r n o o n  s e s s i o n s  t h a t  we 've had,  so I 


w i l l  t r y  n o t  t o  r e p e a t  what t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has s a i d  


t o  any g r e a t  d e t a i l  o r  deg ree ,  b u t  I do need t o  p u t  I 
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some t h i n g s  on t h e  r e c o r d  j u s t  so i t ' s  p a r t  o f  t h e  


r e c o r d ,  ~ n d  a t  t h e  end o f  my p r e s e n t a t i o n  - -  I 


w i l l  be t h e  o n l y  one p r e s e n t i n g ,  by t h e  way. s u t  


a t  t h e  end, we w i l l  have s t a f f  members a v a i l a b l e  i n  


t h e  even t  t h a t  you have q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  


e lements  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  whether  i t  be 


e n v i  ronmenta l  o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e l a t e d  q u e s t i o n s .  


We w i l l  have t hose  peop le  a v a i l a b l e  o r  can make 


them a v a i l a b l e  f o r  you r  purposes t o  ask q u e s t i o n s .  


B e f o r e  1 s t a r t ,  I want t o  make s u r e  t h a t  i n  t h e  


r e c o r d  t h a t  we have,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e  s t a f f  


r e p o r t ,  wh ich  1 know t h a t  you a lways add i t  i n ,  b u t  


I always l i k e  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  i t  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  


s t a f f  e x h i b i t s  f o r  t h i s  case. 


second o f  a l l ,  1 have n o t  seen d u r i n g  t h e  


p r e s e n t a t i o n  b y  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  a  s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s ,  


excep t  f o r  maybe t h e  one r e p o r t i n g  l e t t e r  t oday  


t h a t  we saw f r o m  - -  1 want  t o  say i t  was u t i l i t i e s ,  


I c o u l d  be wrong i n  my memory, b u t  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  


agency l e t t e r s .  As p a r t  o f  t h e  comprehensive p l a n  


amendment, t h e  a p p l i c a n t  had t o  s u p p l y  t o  us 


l e t t e r s  abou t  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e s  f o r  v a r i o u s  


d i f f e r e n t  i t e m s ,  whether  i t  be f i r e ,  EMS,  u t i l i t i e s  


o r  t h a t  i t e m .  


so what  1 ' d  l i k e  t o  do, Madam ~ e a r i n g  ~ x a m i n e r ,  
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i s  hand t o  you a  packe t  o f  l e t t e r s  t h a t  come 


f r om  - -  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  s u p p l i e d  t o  us 


and w e ' r e  j u s t  making p a r t  o f  t h e  r e c o r d  f r o m  


s h e r i f f  M ike  S c o t t ' s  o f f i c e ,  E s t e r 0  F i r e  and 


Rescue, f r om  t h e  schoo l  D i s t r i c t  o f  Lee County,  


f r om  t h e  --  f r o m  Lee T ran ,  and a l s o  f r om  s o l i d  


waste d i v i s i o n  and f i n a l 1  y  f r om  t h e  u t i l i t i e s  


depar tmen t .  ~ ' v e  g o t  a  coup le  o f  e x t r a  cop ies  


he re ,  so I ' m  g o i n g  t o  hand one t o  t h e  Hea r i ng  


Examiner and one t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  


MR. BLACKSMITH: Thank you.  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Thank you.  


MR. BLOCK: You ' r e  welcome. 


one o t h e r  l e t t e r  t h a t  I was g o i n g  t o  i n t r o d u c e  


i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  was t h e  P o r t  A u t h o r i t y  l e t t e r ,  b u t  


t h a t  was a c t u a l l y  t h e  l e t t e r  - -  now t h a t  1 r e c a l l ,  


t h a t  was a c t u a l l y  t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  


s u p p l i e d  t o  t h e  ~ e a r i n g  Examiner ,  I t h i n k  --  


b e l i e v e  da ted  August  2 0 t h  f r om  t h e  p o r t  A u t h o r i t y  


s t a f f ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  had no o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  


proposed deve lopment .  


F i n a l l y ,  I b e l i e v e  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e c o r d  we a l s o  


have t h e  r e v i s e d  48-hour response by  coun t y  s t a f f  


on t h e  s e t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and 1 want t o  make s u r e  


t h a t  t h e  ~ e a r i n g  ~ x a m i n e r  has t h a t  r e v i s e d  48-hour  
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l e t t e r  o r  memorandum. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  I do, Bu t  I'M g o i n g  t o  be  


l e a v i n g  t h e  r e c o r d  open a t  t h e  end f o r  a  - -  


s i m p l i f i e d  c o n d i t i o n s ,  p e r m i t t e d  uses,  p r o p e r t y  


development r e g u l a t i o n s  and d e v i a t i o n s .  E v e r y t h i n g  


t h a t ' s  been agreed t o  1 want t o  see as r e g u l a r  


t e x t .  A n y t h i n g  t h a t  remains d i s p u t e d ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  


see t h e  two v e r s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  proposed f o r  t h a t  


c o n d i t i o n ,  and ~ ' d  l i k e  t h a t  i n  j u s t  one document. 


MR.  BLOCK: And 1'11 be happy t o  work w i t h  t h e  


a p p l i c a n t  a l o n g  w i t h  coun t y  s t a f f  t o  come up w i t h  


t h a t  s i n g l e  document t o  make i t  more --  a  l i t t l e  


e a s i e r  f o r  you t o  p u t  e v e r y t h i n g  t o g e t h e r  as p a r t  


o f  you r  recommendation t o  t h e  Board.  


HEARING EXAMINER:  Less chance o f  e r r o r  - -  


MR.  BLOCK: Yes, i t  i s .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  - -  g o i n g  back and f o r t h .  


MR.  BLOCK: okay .  As I ' v e  s a i d ,  you ' ve  hea rd  


d u r i n g  t h e  course  o f  t h i s  pub1 i c  h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h i s  


i s  a  r eques ted  r e z o n i n g  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  p lanned  


development .  I t ' s  on 1 ,361  p l u s  ac res  o f  l a n d .  I 
C u r r e n t  z o n i n g  i s  AG-2. The p r o p e r t y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  I 
vacan t ;  i n  o t h e r  words, n o t  f u l l y  deve loped.  I 
T h e r e ' s  no b u i  1 d i n g s  --  e s s e n t i  a1 1  y  no b u i  1  d i  ngs on 


t h e  s i t e .  I t ' s  j u s t  used f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  purposes 
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a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  


The RPD i s  seek i ng  a  t o t a l  o f  1 ,325 d w e l l i n g  


u n i t s  as p a r t  o f  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  and t h a t  


i n c l u d e s  s i  n g l e - f a m i l  y  and t w o - f a m i l y  a t t a c h e d  


d w e l l  i ng u n i t s .  


A l s o ,  t h e r e  i s  l a n d  r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  f a r  e a s t e r n  


c o r n e r  o f  t h e  s i t e  a l o n g  co r ksc rew  Road f o r  a  


f u t u r e  f i r e  s t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  F i r e  D i s t r i c t  o f  E s t e r 0  


F i r e ,  F i r e  D i s t r i c t  Rescue and C o n t r o l .  


You've a l s o  hea rd  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  abou t  


t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  l a n d  uses .  You know t h a t  t o  t h e  


n o r t h  you have a g r i c u l t u r a l  zon ing ,  wh ich  c o n s i s t s  


o f  t h e  A i r p o r t  M i t i g a t i o n  Park .  To t h e  e a s t  you 


have AG-2 zon ing ,  wh ich  i s  a l s o  a  m i t i g a t i o n  p a r k  


i n  t h i s  case c a l l e d  co r ksc rew  Reg iona l  M i  t i g a t i o n  


Bank. TO t h e  west  you have l a r g e  l o t  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  


r e s i d e n t i a l  l o t s ,  wh ich  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Burgundy 


Farms s u b d i v i s i o n ,  t h e y '  r e  e i t h e r  deve loped as 


s i n g 1  e - f a m i l  y  homes o r  as vacan t  p r o p e r t i e s .  


I wou ld  n o t e  i n  r e v i e w  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  a b u t t i n g  I 
p r o p e r t i e s ,  none o f  t h e  a b u t t i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  have an 


a g r i c u l t u r a l  exempt ion ,  so t h e y ' r e  b e i n g  t a x e d  f o r  


s i n g l e - f a n i i l  y  purposes.  


TO t h e  sou th  you have heard  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  f o u r  


p r o p e r t i e s ,  f o u r  p a r c e l s  - -  a c t u a l l y  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  
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f i v e  i n  t h e  c o r n e r ,  so my number m i g h t  be wrong. 


Tha t  y o u ' v e  g o t  f i v e  p r o p e r t i e s .  And we can e i t h e r  


go t o  t h e  a e r i a l  o r  we can use t h i s  p l a n .  The 


a p p l i c a n t  i s  b e i n g  accommodating t o  go t o  t h e  


a e r i a l  and I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  T h i s  i s  f i n e .  


Tha t  y o u ' v e  g o t  f o u r  p r o p e r t i e s  t h e r e  t h a t  a r e  


a c t u a l  1  y  p r o p e r t i e s  t h a t  c o n s i s t  o f  w e l l s  f o r  t h e  


p o t a b l e  w e l l  f i e l d  systems f o r  Lee c o u n t y .  You 


a l s o  have a  l a r g e r  b l u n t  ( phone t i c )  p i e c e  o f  


p r o p e r t y  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has d i s cussed .  ~ t ' s  


county-owned p r o p e r t y  and i t  i s  under  t h e  p r o p e r t y  


ownersh ip  o r  use f o r  u t i l i t y  purposes.  


YOU a l s o  have f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  s o u t h  i n d u s t r i a l  


p lanned  development z o n i n g  . A1 though i t  i s  


i n d u s t r i a l  p lanned  development ,  i t  i s  a c t u a l 1  y  used 


a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  has been approved 


and s t i l l  e x i s t s  w i t h  I P D  zon ing  f o r  a  s h a l l o w  


m i n i n g  o p e r a t i  on.  


HEARING EXAMINER:  So t h a t ' s  an a c t i v e  - -  


MR. BLOCK: T h a t ' s  a c t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a t  t h i s  


t i m e .  


HEARING EXAMINER: w i t h  z o n i n g  app rova l  f o r  a  


s h a l l  ow m i  ne? 


MR. BLOCK: Yes, ma'am. I b e l i e v e  t h e  d e p t h  o f  


t h a t  mine o r i g i n a l l y  was 2 5  - -  i s  25 f e e t .  So, 
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i t ' s  a s h a l l o w  mine based --  


HEARING EXAMINER:  I s  t h a t  t h e  schwab p r o p e r t y ?  


MR.  BLOCK: Yes, ma'am. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  


MR.  BLOCK: You a l s o  have o t h e r  AG-2  zoned 


p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h a t  immedia te  a rea .  Those AG-2 


zoned p r o p e r t i e s  c o n s i s t  main1 y  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  and 


a g r i c u l t u r a l  uses.  There a r e  some vacan t  


p r o p e r t i e s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h o s e  a reas .  M r .  Nob le  has 


gone o v e r  t h o s e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a reas  t h a t  a r e  t o  t h e  


sou th .  T h e r e ' s  r e a l l y  d i r e c t l y  s o u t h  two 


r e s i d e n t i a l  a reas  t h e r e  t h a t  M r .  Nob le  t a l k e d  abou t  


o f f  o f  s i x  L Farms Road. 


 ina all y ,  you have PRFPD zon ing ,  wh ich  c o n s i s t s  


o f  t h e  o l d  co r ksc rew  g o l f  c l u b .  ~t i s  an e x i s t i n g  


g o l f  cou rse ,  p r i v a t e  g o l f  cou rse ,  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  


o f  co rksc rew Road. I t  has a l s o  been approved f o r  


t h e  purposes o f  d e v e l o p i n g  a  bed and b r e a k f a s t ,  and 


a l s o  t imesha re  u n i t s .  And i t ' s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  


t h a t  t h e  t imesha re  u n i t s  a r e  under  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  


under  r ev i ew  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  


t i m e .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  And have I been p r o v i d e d  


w i t h  t h a t  zon ing  r e s o l u t i o n ?  


M R .  B L O C K :  Fo r  co r ksc rew  - -  O l d  co rksc rew?  
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N O ,  ma'am. ~ u t  I can c e r t a i n l y  p r o v i d e  t h a t  t o  


you.  


HEARING EXAMINER: Yes. P lease supplement t h e  


r e c o r d  w i t h  t h a t .  


MR.  BLOCK: Sure.  


The --  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  Lee County 


comprehensive P lan ,  each one o f  t h e  e lements  t h a t  


I ' m  g o i n g  t o  be d i s c u s s i n g ,  t h e r e ' s  a  more s p e c i f i c  


document a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  s t a f f  r e p o r t .  1 w i l l  be 


r e f e r e n c i n g  each o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a t tachments  so 


t h a t  you can go t o  each i n d i v i d u a l  one, b u t  I ' m  


g o i n g  t o  be summar iz ing t h e i  r f i n d i n g s  c o n t a i n e d  


w i t h i n  each one o f  t h o s e  e lements .  


The f i r s t  one t h a t  I come t o  i s  t h e  Lee County 


comprehensive P lan ,  wh ich  i s  A t tachment  I t o  t h e  


s t a f f  r e p o r t ,  w i t h  a  r e p o r t  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  


~ i v i  s i  on o f  ~l ann i  ng . 
Be fo re  I g e t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h a t ,  I know t h a t  


we've t a l k e d  abou t  t h e  comprehensive p l a n  amendment 


f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o p e r t y .  The D i v i s i o n  o f  


P l a n n i n g  has p r o v i d e d  me a  copy o f  Lee coun t y  


o rd i nance  Number 15-14,  Corkscrew Farms, wh ich  i s  


t h e  a d o p t i o n  document f o r  t h e  comprehensive p l a n  


amendment, and we wanted t o  make s u r e  t h a t  you had 


t h a t  f o r  you r  r e v i e w .  
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HEARING EXAMINER: Yes, p l e a s e .  Thank you. 


MR.  BLOCK: You ' re  welcome. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  S t a f f  E x h i b i t  3 .  


( s t a f f ' s  E x h i b i t  No. 3,  Lee County o r d i n a n c e  


No. 15-14,  was r e c e i v e d  i n  ev idence . )  


MR. BLOCK: C u r r e n t l y  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  


d e s i g n a t e d  as d e n s i t y  r educ t i on /g roundwa te r  


r esou rce  on t h e  f u t u r e  l a n d  use map o f  t h e  Lee 


County Comprehensive P lan .  And, as you have heard ,  


i t ' s  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  as a  T i e r  I p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  


p r i o r i t y  r e s t o r a t i o n  s t r a t e g y  on Map 1, Page 4 ,  


under  s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t  a reas .  


P o l i c y  33.3.4.3 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  1 ands w i  t h i  n  


t h e  p r i o r i t y  r e s t o r a t i o n  s t r a t e g y  w i  11 be p e r m i t t e d  


a t  a  maximum o f  one d w e l l i n g  u n i t  p e r  a c r e .  y o u ' v e  


hea rd  t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  


A l t h o u g h  t h e  p r o j e c t  c o u l d  be p e r m i t t e d  up t o  1 , 3 6 1  


d w e l l  i ng u n i t s ,  i n  t h i  s a p p l i c a t i o n  t h e y '  r e  on1 y  


a s k i n g  f o r  1,325 d w e l l i n g  u n i t s  as p a r t  o f  t h e  


a p p l i c a t i o n .  And t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P I  ann i  ng r e p o r t s  


t h a t  t h e  number o f  u n i t s  proposed and reques ted  by  


t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h a t  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  


comprehensive p l a n .  


P l a n n i n g  s t a f f  has a l s o  found  t h a t  t h e  proposed 


RPD i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  whole o f  t h e  Lee County 
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Comprehensive P lan  as c o n d i t i o n e d  i n  t h e  


recommended a c t i o n s  . 


s h i f t i n g  o v e r  t o  e n v i  ronmenta l  , t h e  


env i r onmen ta l  p l a n n e r  f o r  z o n i n g  s t a f f ,  Sus i e  


Derhe imer ,  has p r o v i d e d  a  s t a f f  r e p o r t  o f  h e r  - -  


what she has p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  and you w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  


as At tachment  3 .  1 t h i n k  you r e l a t e d  e a r l i e r  you 


had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r ead  t h a t .  I t ' s  a  r a t h e r  


e x t e n s i v e  document w i t h  a  l o t  o f  background and 


s u p p o r t .  


I n  t h a t  r e p o r t  she i d e n t i f i e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  


91 .4  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s i t e  has c u r r e n t  uses o f  e i t h e r  


c a t t l e  g r a z i n g  p a s t u r e ,  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  sod and row 


c rops .  The rema in i ng  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  c o n s i s t s  


o f  d i s t u r b e d  h a b i t a t s  o f  up l and ,  h y d r i c  p i n e  


f l a t w o o d s ,  c yp ress ,  c yp ress  p i n e  palm, and a l s o  


f r e s h  wa te r  marsh. 


The r e p o r t  a l s o  no tes  t h a t  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  


p r o p e r t y  you f i n d  nearby  m i t i g a t i o n  pa r ks  and 


l a n d s ,  a g a i n ,  t h e  a reas  t h a t  I discussed  on 


s u r r o u n d i n g  uses t o  t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t  o f  t h e  


p r o p e r t y .  


And as you have hea rd  t h r o u g h o u t ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  


d r a i n s  and has nearby  areas  c o n n e c t i n g  t o  t h e  F l i n t  


Pen s t r a n d  and co r ksc rew  Reg iona l  ECOSySteln 
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Watershed o r ,  as peop le  know, CREW l a n d s ,  l o c a t e d  


t o  t h e  wes t ,  t o  t h e  e a s t  and t o  t h e  sou th .  


The r e p o r t  a l s o  n o t e s ,  as I ment ioned,  t h a t  


t h e r e  was c o n c u r r e n t  comprehensive p l a n  amendment, 


t h a t  b e i n g  CPA 2015-0001, wh ich  I ' v e  g i v e n  you a  


copy o f  t h e  o rd i nance  a d o p t i n g  t h e  comprehensive 


p l a n  amendment changes f o r  t h i s .  


The a p p l i c a n t ' s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a l s o  s u b m i t t e d  


w i t h  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  i t  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  


p r o j e c t  has f low-ways proposed n o r t h  and s o u t h  and 


r u n n i n g  n o r t h  and s o u t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  s i t e ,  wh ich  a r e  


a1 so g o i n g  t o  be c o n n e c t i n g  t o  and d i s c h a r g i n g  i n t o  


t h e  F l i n t  Pen s t r a n d  i n t o  t h e  CREW l a n d s .  


T h e r e ' s  102.7  ac res  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  wet1  ands 


on t h e  s i t e ,  o f  wh ich  --  and 40 ac res  o f  o t h e r  


s u r f a c e  w a t e r s  on t h e  s i t e .  


The a p p l i c a n t  has proposed --  has a c t u a l l y  


p repa red  and conducted a  p r o t e c t e d  s p e c i e s  su r vey .  


Tha t  p a r t i c u l a r  su r vey  c o n t a i n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t e d  


t o  h a b i t a t  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  c o n t a i n s ,  t h a t  h a b i t a t  f o r  


a  number o f  s p e c i e s .  ~ t ' s  a l s o  w i t h i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  


and secondary  F l o r i d a  p a n t h e r  zone. I t ' s  l o c a t e d  


w i t h i n  t h e  c o r e  f o r a g i n g  a r e a  o f  t h r e e  known wood 


s t o r k  n e s t i n g  c o l o n i e s .  


Here i t  i s .  I t ' s  a l s o  w i t h i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  range 
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o f  t h e  B i g  Cypress F l o r i d a  b l a c k  bear  p o p u l a t i o n  


and i s  a l s o  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a rea  f o r  a  


v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  s p e c i e s .  


Ms. Derhe imer  has f ound  t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  and 


p r o j e c t  as proposed and c o n d i t i o n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  


recommendations i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  Lee coun t y  


comprehensive P l a n ,  e n s u r i n g  l i s t e d  s p e c i e s  


management w i l l  be p r o v i d e d ;  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  adequate 


open space as r e q u i r e d  by  t h e  Lee c o u n t y  Land 


Development Code and Lee County comprehensive P lan ;  


t h a t  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  have been o f f e r e d  and 


recommended t o  address  i n d i g e n o u s  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and 


enhancement r e s t o r a t i o n ;  and s u f f i c i e n t  b u f f e r s  and 


l a n d s c a p i n g  has been p r o v i d e d  f o r  as p a r t  o f  t h i s  


p lanned  development  b y  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  


s t a f f  recommended c o n d i t i o n s .  


~ n d  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  a l s o  - -  comprehensive p l a n  


a n a l y s i s  has a l s o  t aken  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  


amendment t o  t h e  comprehensive p l a n  t h a t  I have 


handed t o  you e a r l i e r  d u r i n g  my p r e s e n t a t i o n .  


Nex t ,  g o i n g  i n t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  we have 


At tachment  K ,  wh ich  was p r o v i d e d  by  t h e  Lee County 


Depar tment  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  


p r o j e c t  has two access p o i n t s  t h a t  i s  proposed o n t o  


co rksc rew Road. I would  a l s o  n o t e  t h a t  as p a r t  o f  
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t h e  r e v i s e d  48-hour response by  s t a f f  t h a t  t h i s  


memorandum was a l s o  r e v i s e d  f r o m  Lee County DOT 


p r o v i d i n g  a  recommendat ion on t h e  reques ted  


D e v i a t i o n  6 ,  and t h e i r  recommendation i n  t h a t  


melnoranduln was t o  deny D e v i a t i o n  6 .  


A l s o  t h e r e ' s  an At tachment  L .  Tha t  


~ t t a c h m e n t  L i s  f r om  Rob P r i c e .  You have 


p r e v i o u s l y  hea rd  f r o m  M r .  p r i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  course  


o f  t h i s  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  


Yes, ma'am. 


HEARING EXAMINER: Would YOU p l e a s e  c o r r e c t  0 


t h e  r e c o r d  t h e  case r e f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  memo so t h a t  


we g e t  t h a t  c o r r e c t e d  on t h e  r eco rd?  


MR.  BLOCK: On t h e  comprehensive p l a n  


amendment? 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  N O .  On ~ t t a c h m e n t  L  t o  t h  


s t a f f  r e p o r t .  The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  lnemo r e f e r s  t o  


t h e  w i l d s l u e  MPD.  


MR.  BLOCK: Does i t ?  


HEARING EXAMINER:  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  may have be 


a  t y p o ,  b u t  i f  you c o u l d  p l e a s e  c o r r e c t  t h a t  on t 


r e c o r d .  


MR.  BLOCK: Yes, ma'am. 


The r e p o r t  t h a t  you shou ld  have as a r e v i s e d  


memorandum f r o m  t h e  ~ i v i  s i o n  o f  p l a n n i n g  - -  
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a c t u a l l y ,  t h e  r e v i s i o n  I have as a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  


r e v i s e d  memorandum t o  my - -  t o  t h e  48-hour response 


does s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  i s  f o r  co r ksc rew  


Farms DCI-2015-00004. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  So t h e n  you j u s t  need 


t o  c o r r e c t  A t tachment  L .  


MR. BLOCK: okay .  A t tachment  L ,  t h e n ,  f r o m  t h e  


D i v i s i o n  o f  P l a n n i n g  --  I t h i n k  i t ' s  ~ i v i s i o n  L .  


HEARING EXAMINER: A t tachment  L  i s  f r om  --  


MR.  B L O C K :  Rob P r i c e .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  - -  Rob P r i c e .  


M R .  BLOCK: okay .  My a p o l o g i e s .  A t tachment  L 


f r om  ~ o b  P r i c e  i s  supposed t o  be and i s  t h e  s t a f f  


a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  impac ts  r e l a t e d  t o  


t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  wh ich  i s  co rksc rew Farms, n o t  


W i l d s l u e .  And we a p o l o g i z e  f o r  t h e  e r r o r  c o n t a i n e d  


w i t h i n  t h a t  memorandum. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  Noted f o r  t h e  r e c o r d .  


M R .  BLOCK: Thank you v e r y  much. 


As I have s a i d ,  M r .  p r i c e  has p r e v i o u s l y  


t e s t i f i e d ,  he d i d  t h a t  on Wednesday, and 1 w i l l  n o t  


add any f u r t h e r  comments t o  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  


N a t u r a l  Resources has rev iewed  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  


and has p r o v i d e d  a  memorandum o r  s e t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  


t h a t  a r e  r e l a t e d  t h i s  case.  Those c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  
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c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a f f  r e p o r t  and have been 


amended by  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i n  t h e i r  r e v i s e d  48 - -  o r  


i n  t h e i r  48-hour  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Hea r i ng  Examiner .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  Now, I d o n ' t  have a  


lnemorandum f r o m  N a t u r a l  Resources.  


MR. BLOCK:  c o r r e c t .  


HEARING EXAMINER: I S  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  


MR. BLOCK: Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t .  You o n l y  have t h e  


s e r i e s  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  have been o f f e r e d  w i t h i n  


t h e  s t a f f  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and t h e r e  i s  no d i r e c t  


memorandum f r o m  t h e  N a t u r a l  Resources as t o  t h e  


recommendat ion. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  Thank you.  


MR.  BLOCK: Going i n t o  u rban  s e r v i c e s ,  


M r .  Nob le  has gone i n t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  you, 


b u t  ~ ' d  l i k e  t o  k i n d  o f  t ouch  base on some o f  t h e s e  


j u s t  t o  be on t h e  s a f e  s i d e ,  t h a t  you have a  


comple te  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  about  what s e r v i c e s  a r e  


a v a i l a b l e .  


The a p p l i c a n t  w i l l  be r e q u i r e d  as p a r t  o f  t h i s  


a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  connec t  t o  p o t a b l e  w a t e r  and 


s a n i t a r y  sewer.  YOU have a  l e t t e r  f r om  Lee County 


u t i l i t i e s  t h a t  i s  a d v i s i n g  t h a t  t h e y  have 


s u f f i c i e n t  c a p a c i t y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i  s  development 


once t h o s e  u t i l i t i e s  a r e  ex tended o u t  t o  se r ve  t h e  
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p r o j e c t .  I 
You have a  l e t t e r  f r om  t h e  E s t e r o  F i r e  and 


Rescue D i s t r i c t  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  be a b l e  


t o  se r ve  t h e  s i t e .  and i n  f a c t ,  you have hea rd  t h e  


a p p l i c a n t  has s e t  a s i d e  f i v e  ac res  o f  l a n d  f o r  t h e  


purposes o f  a  p o s s i b l e  f i r e  s t a t i o n  b e i n g  b u i l t  on 


t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t .  


I would  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  c l o s e s t  f i r e  s t a t i o n  


a t  t h i s  t i m e  i s  l o c a t e d  abou t  s i x  m i l e s  t o  t h e  


e a s t .  I t ' s  l o c a t e d  o f f  o f  F i r ehouse  Lane, wh ich  i s  


near  t h e  e l emen ta r y  schoo l  t h a t ' s  l o c a t e d  o f f  o f  


Corl<screw ~ o a d  b e f o r e  you reach  Ben H i l l  G r i f f i n  


~ a r l t w a y  . 
The EMS s t a t i o n  - -  I b e l i e v e  you asked 


M r .  Noble t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  where i s  t h e  c l o s e s t  EMS 


s t a t i o n  a t .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  c l o s e s t  EMS s t a t i o n  


i s  found  i n  t h e  E s t e r o  F i r e  S t a t i o n  wh ich  i s  


l o c a t e d  o f f  o f  Three oaks Parkway, wh ich  i s  


a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e i g h t  and a h a l f  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  


p r o p e r t y ,  l y i n g  e a s t  - -  ~ ' m  s o r r y ,  west  o f  1-75 and 


sou th  a l o n g  Three oaks Parkway sou th  o f  


co rksc rew - -  on Three oaks Parkway sou th  o f  I 
co rksc rew Road. 


Law en fo rcement .  The p r o p e r t y  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  


s e r v i c e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  Lee coun t y  S h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e .  
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YOU have a  l e t t e r  f r om  t h e  Lee c o u n t y  s h e r i f f ' s  


o f f i c e  t h a t  I ' v e  handed t o  you t oday  d u r i n g  my 


p r e s e n t a t i o n .  


I would  a l s o  n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  South  


D i s t r i c t  f o r  t h e  s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e .  The o f f i c e  f o r  


t h e  f i r e  d i s t r i c t  - -  o r  South  D i s t r i c t  f o r  t h e  


s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e  i s  a c t u a l l y  l o c a t e d  o f f  B o n i t a  


Beach Road i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  B o n i t a  S p r i n g s .  The 


a l t e r n a t i v e  l o c a t i o n  t o  t h i s  wou ld  be t h e  S i x  M i l e  


Cypress l o c a t i o n ,  wh ich  i s  where t h e  s h e r i f f ' s  main 


o f f i c e  i s  l o c a t e d  a t .  There  i s  n o t  any o t h e r  


s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e  i n  t h i s  immedia te  a rea .  


You have a  l e t t e r  f r o m  Lee County T r a n s i t .  


~ a s i c a l l y ,  t h e  l e t t e r  i s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  


c l o s e s t  t r a n s i t  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  a c t u a l l y  l o c a t e d  o f f  


o f  Ben H i l l  G r i f f i n  parkway.  You w i l l  see a  map 


a s s o c i a t e d  t o  t h e i r  l e t t e r  wh ich  w i l l  g i v e  you an 


i d e a  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  s e r v i c e  a rea .  ~t i s  


n o t  expected a t  t h i s  t i m e  - -  I ' v e  t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  


Lee coun t y  T r a n s i t .  I t ' s  n o t  expec ted  a t  t h i s  t i m e  


t h a t  any Lee County T r a n s i t  f a c i l i t y  w i l l  be 


ex tended o u t  t o  se r ve  developments i n  t h i s  


p a r t i c u l a r  a rea .  


s o l i d  waste i s  p r o v i d e d  by Waste Pro  and i s  


w i t h i n  t h e  s o l i d  waste d i s p o s a l  a rea ,  b u t  Waste p r o  
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i s  t h e  p r o v i d e r  o f  s e r v i c e s  f o r  s o l i d  waste i n  t h i s  


a r e a .  


The Lee County L i b r a r y .  You saw on t h e  


a p p l i c a n t ' s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t oday  where t h e  Lee County 


~ i b r a r y  i s .  ~ t ' s  a l s o  l o c a t e d  on Three oaks 


parkway,  b u t  i n  t h i s  case n o r t h  o f  co rksc rew ~ o a d .  


~t a l s o  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e i g h t  and a  h a l f  m i l e s  


f r om  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y .  


 ina ally, p a r k s .  YOU have a  number o f  p a r k s ,  


b u t  t h e y ' r e  l o c a t e d  west  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e ,  


such as t h e  E s t e r o  community Park on co r ksc rew  


Road; and on Three oaks you have t h e  Three oaks 


Park on Three oaks parkway. I would p l a c e  p r o b a b l y  


E s t e r o  Community Park b e i n g  o u t ,  a g a i n ,  abou t  e i g h t  


and a  h a l f  t o  n i n e  m i l e s  t o  t h e  west  o f  t h e  


p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e .  


T h e r e ' s  one i tem w i t h i n  t h e  s t a f f  r e p o r t  under  


f l oodway  and FEMA, I b e l i e v e  i t  was i n  t h e  s t a f f  


r e p o r t ,  t h a t  had an i n c o m p l e t e  c o n c l u s i o n  c o n t a i n e d  


w i t h i n  t h e  s t a f f  r e p o r t  r e g a r d i n g  f l o o d  i s s u e s  on 


t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e .  I would  p o i n t  o u t  f o r  t h e  


r e c o r d  and make i t  p a r t  o f  i t  t h a t  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  


l i e s  o u t s i d e  o f  any f l o o d  zone areas  d e p i c t e d  on 


t h e  f l o o d  zone maps. 


 ina ally, i n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  s t a f f  has rev iewed  t h i s  
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a p p l i c a t i o n  and has found  t h a t  we can recommend 


app rova l  o f  t h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  r e z o n i n g  f r om  AG-2 t o  


r e s i d e n t i a l  p lanned  development w i t h  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  


and d e v i a t i o n s  t h a t  has been s u b m i t t e d  i n  t h e  s t a f f  


recommendat ions. 


There  i s  one t h i n g  t h a t  I would  l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  


f r om  what I ' v e  unde rs tood  f r om  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  


p r e s e n t a t i o n  t oday .  T h e r e ' s  a use --  you asked t h e  


q u e s t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  abou t  t h e  use o f  b o a t s  on t h e  


l a k e  n e x t  t o  t h e  a m e n i t i e s  a r e a .  


1 would p o i n t  o u t  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  t h a t  t h e  


schedu le  o f  uses i s  v e r y  s p e c i f i c .  ~t says 


nonmoto r i zed  b o a t s ,  so i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  even an 


e l e c t r i c  eng ine  on a  b o a t  would n o t  q u a l i f y  f o r  


t h a t .  They wou ld  have t o  be e i t h e r  a  kayak ,  a  


canoe, maybe a  s m a l l  s a i l i n g  v e s s e l ,  someth ing  l i k e  


t h a t ,  maybe a  w ind  s u r f e r  t y p e  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  


nonmoto r i zed  b o a t s  a r e  spec i  f i  c a l l  y  1  i s t e d  i n  t h e  


a p p l i c a n t ' s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  and so e l e c t r i c  mo to rs  


wou ld  n o t  be a l l o w e d  on t h a t  l a k e  as r eques ted  by  


t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  


SO g o i n g  i n t o  o u r  f i n d i n g s  and c o n c l u s i o n s .  ~n  


summary, s t a f f  has recommended app rova l  o f  t h i s  


r e q u e s t ,  f i n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has p roven  


e n t i t l e m e n t  t o  t h e  r e z o n i n g  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  p lanned  
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development  z o n i n g  b y  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  comp l iance  w i t h  


t h e  Lee c o u n t y  Comprehensive P l a n ,  Lee c o u n t y  Land 


Development code and a p p l  i cab1 e  codes and 


r e g u l a t i o n s .  


The proposed d e n s i t y  o f  t h e  development  i s  


c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  d e n s i t i e s  and i n t e n s i t i e s  t h a t  


t h e  Board r e c e n t l y  adopted  as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  


comprehensive p l a n  amendment t o  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  


p r o p e r t y  i n  a  s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t  a r e a .  


The r e q u e s t  i s  a l s o  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  


and p lanned  l a n d  uses i n  t h i s  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a ,  and 


t h a t  as c o n d i t i o n e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  r e q u e s t  w i l l  


n o t  p l a c e  an undue burden on e x i s t i n g  


t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o r  p l a n n e d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  


f a c i l i t i e s ,  and i t  w i l l  be s e r v e d  b y  s t r e e t s  w i t h  


t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  c a r r y  t h e  t r a f f i c  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e  


deve lopment .  


A S  c o n d i t i o n e d ,  t h e  r e q u e s t  w i l l  n o t  a d v e r s e l y  


i m p a c t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  1  y  c r i t i c a l  a reas  and n a t u r a l  


r e s o u r c e s .  


we have f o u n d  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  adequate u rban  


s e r v i c e s ,  as d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  Lee c o u n t y  


comprehensive p l a n ,  t h a t  a r e  a v a i  1  a b l e  and adequate 


t o  s e r v e  t h e  proposed l a n d  use,  and i t  wou ld  be - -  


o r  t h o s e  t h a t  wou ld  be ex tended  t o  s e r v e  t h e  
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development .  


A S  c o n d i t i o n e d ,  t h e  proposed m ix  o f  uses w i t h i n  


t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t  and as l a i d  o u t  on t h e  


Mas te r  Concept P l an  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  


1  o c a t i  on.  


The recommended c o n d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  Master  


concep t  P l an  o f f e r e d  by  s t a f f  and by o t h e r  


r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  a1 ready  a p p l i c a b l e  p r o v i d e  


s u f f i c i e n t  sa feguards  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  i n t e r e s t .  


The recommended c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  a1 so r easonab l y  


r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  impac t s  o f  t h e  proposed --  on t h e  


p u b l i c ' s  i n t e r e s t  c r e a t e d  by  o r  expected by t h e  


proposed development .  


And f i n a l  1 y ,  t h e  d e v i a t i o n s  recommended f o r  


app rova l  as c o n d i t i o n e d  a r e  f ound  t o  enhance t h e  


proposed p lanned  development ,  w h i l e  p r e s e r v i n g  and 


p romo t i ng  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  Land Development code 


by  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and 


we1 f a r e .  


T h i s  conc ludes  t h e  s t a f f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  t h i s .  


r f  you do have q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a f f ,  we can 


c e r t a i n l y  p u l l  t h o s e  s t a f f  members f o r w a r d ,  and I 


am a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  t r y  t o  answer any 


q u e s t i o n s .  


HEARING EXAMINER: Okay. I d o n ' t  have any 
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q u e s t i o n s .  


MR.  BLOCK: Thank you.  Does t h e  a p p l i c a n t ?  


MS.  MONTGOMERY: I d i d  have a  q u e s t i o n  I w r o t e  


down. Now 1 c a n ' t  remember what - -  


MR.  BLOCK: W e l l ,  maybe I answered t h a t  


q u e s t i o n  d u r i n g  my p r e s e n t a t i o n .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Oh, I know what  i t  i s .  


CROSS-EXAMINATION 


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q.  You and t h e  Hea r i ng  ~ x a m i n e r  engaged i n  a  


c o n v e r s a t i o n  abou t  whether  o r  n o t  t h e r e  was a  


memorandum f r om  N a t u r a l  Resources,  and you i n d i c a t e d  


t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t .  


on Page 7 o f  t h e  s t a f f  r e p o r t  i t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a  


N a t u r a l  Resources has rev iewed  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  and 


t h e y  have n o t  o f f e r e d  any o b j e c t i o n s .  I s  t h a t  a  t r u e  


s ta temen t?  


A. yes,  ma'am. 


M S .  MONTGOMERY: okay .  Thank you.  


M R .  BLOCK:  Do you have any members o f  o t h e r  


coun t y  s t a f f  t h a t  you wou ld  l i k e  t o  ask any 


q u e s t i o n s  o f ?  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER: NO,  I d o n ' t .  I read  


e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  s t a f f  r e p o r t ,  a l l  t h e  


a t t achmen ts ,  and 1 d o n ' t  have any q u e s t i o n s  based 
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on what I read.  


MR.  BLOCK:  A l l  r i g h t .  Thank you v e r y  much. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  Thank you .  


okay .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  and s t a f f  


have comple ted  t h e i  r p r e s e n t a t i o n s  and i t ' s  t i m e  t o  


assess p u b l i c  i n p u t  f r o m  members o f  t h e  p u b l i c  who 


a r e  i n  a t tendance  and wou ld  l i k e  t o  p l a c e  remarks 


on t h e  r e c o r d .  


1 have a  few o f  t h e  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  for l i is  


and 1 w i l l  j u s t  t a k e  them i n  o r d e r .  


I f  you have n o t  f i l l e d  o u t  one o f  t h e s e  p u b l i c  


p a r t i c i p a t i o n  forms and wou ld  l i k e  t o  speak, 1'11 


d i r e c t  you t o  t h e  box hang ing  o f f  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  


w a l l  t h e r e  by  t h e  e x i t  door  and ask t h a t  you p l e a s e  


f i l l  o u t  t h i s  f o rm  and j u s t  l e a v e  i t  he re  a t  t h e  


t a b l e  b e f o r e  you go.  


~f you f i l l  o u t  one o f  t h e  t hese  p u b l i c  


p a r t i c i p a t i o n  fo rms,  y o u ' l l  g e t  two t h i n g s .  y o u ' l l  


g e t  a  copy o f  my recommendation sen t  t o  you v i a  


e -ma i l  i f  you ' ve  p r o v i d e d  your  e -ma i l  address ;  b u t  


you w i l l  a l s o  r e c e i v e  n o t i c e ,  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e ,  o f  


t h e  Board o f  coun t y  comln iss ioner  h e a r i n g ,  where t h e  


f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  w i l l  be made, so 1 encourage you t o  


comple te  one o f  t h o s e  f o rms .  


~f you d o n ' t  want  t o  p u t  any w r i t t e n  o r  spoken 
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comments on t h e  r e c o r d  and wou ld  l i k e  t o  r e c e i v e  a 


copy o f  my f i n a l  recommendat ion i n  t h i s  case,  f i l l  


o u t  a f o r m  and j u s t  l e a v e  i t  he re  and w e ' l l  make 


su re  t h a t  g e t s  s e n t  o u t  t o  you .  


okay .  The f i r s t  shee t  I have i s  Dav id  U r i c h .  


Good morn ing ,  M r .  U r i c h ,  were you he re  


y e s t e r d a y  when I swore i n  t h e  group? 


MR.  U R I C H :  Yes. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  I ' m  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  


remind you t h a t  y o u ' r e  under  o a t h ,  s i r .  


Thereupon, 


D A V I D  U R I C H ,  


a f t e r  h a v i n g  been p r e v i o u s l y  d u l y  sworn o r  a f f i r m e d ,  was 


examined and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s :  


DIRECT TESTIMONY 


M S .  MONTGOMERY: An e x h i b i t  was j u s t  p r o v i d e d  


t o  t h e  Hea r i ng  Examiner and I d i d n ' t  g e t  a  copy.  


what  - -  


MR. ~RICH: I o n l y  made t h e  copy f o r  h e r .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  T h i s  i s  - -  i t  l o o k s  


l i k e  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  be a w r i t t e n  summary o f  h i s  


remarks.  


MS.  MONTGOMERY: Okay 


HEARING EXAMINER:  1'11 have my s t a f f  copy t h a t  I 
f o r  you 
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M S .  MONTGOMERY: Okay. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  And w e ' l l  g e t  i t  t o  you 


b e f o r e  we f i n i s h .  


MR.  URICH: o r  do you want - -  1'11 j u s t  g i v e  


you mine when I ' m  t h r o u g h .  


MS.  MONTGOMERY: Okay. 


MR.  U R I C H :  I have cop ies  a t  home. 


M S .  MONTGOMERY: I j u s t  want t o  make s u r e  t h  


whatever  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  say on t h e  r e c o r d  was 


w r i t t e n ,  .so t h a t  I have f u l l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e v i  


i t  and respond.  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  I am g o i n g  t o  l a b e l  t h i s  


t h i n g  you gave me as U r i c h  E x h i b i t  1. 


( u r i c h  E x h i b i t  No. 1, w r i t t e n  S ta temen t ,  


r e c e i v e d  i n  ev idence. )  


M R .  U R I C H :  R i g h t .  


M a t t  and I were t a l k i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  b reak ,  an 


a c t u a l l y  I ' v e  been i n t o  t h e  DR/GR a l i t t l e  l o n g e  


t h a n  he has .    he o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  I r e p r e s e n t ,  


~ e s p o n s i b l e  ~ r o w t h  Management, I ' m  a l i f e  member 


and p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  and f o rme r  t r e a s u r e r ,  a c t u a l 1  


a l s o .  And we were founded by D r .  Gene ~ o y d  i n  


1 9 8 8 ,  we were a 501(c)(3) n o t - f o r - p r o f i t .  A t  t h  


t i m e  he r e c r u i t e d  me and some o t h e r s .  I was a 


NIMBY, " n o t  i n  my own backyard"  pe rson .  And he 


a t  


e w 


was 


d 


r 


Y ,  


a t  


MARTINA REPORTING SERVICES 
(239) 334-6545 







conv inced  me we had had some coun tyw ide  i s s u e s  t h a  


we shou ld  dea l  w i t h .  


The f i r s t  t h i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  we d i  


was what was n o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  c a l l e d  t h e  DR/GR,  bu 


D r .  ~ o y d  was r e a l l y  t h e  founder  o f  t h e  concep t  o f  


p r e s e r v i n g  t h i s  l a n d  f o r  o u r  f u t u r e  w a t e r  s u p p l y .  


I was p h y s i c a l l y  unab le  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  c o u n t y  


commiss ion,  and I ' v e  a t t a c h e d  what  1 w r o t e  t o  t h e  


County Commission as a  t h i r d  page. Tha t  o b v i o u s l y  


d i d n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e .  


I a l s o  have a  - -  t u r n s  o u t  an e r r o r  i n  my t h i n  


t h a t  - -  n e x t  t o  t h e  l a s t  l i n e ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  abou t  


t h a t  i t ' s  t e n  t i m e s  t h e  agreed upon d e n s i t y ,  wh i ch  


was t h e  o l d  d e n s i t y  and n o t  what t h e  c o u n t y  


commission had approved,  so 1 c o r r e c t  m y s e l f  f o r  


t h a t  s t a t emen t .  


I r e a l l y  am v e r y ,  v e r y  concerned abou t  t h e  


impac t  o f  t h i s  massive p r o p o s a l .  1 t h i n k  t h a t  i t  


s u r e l y  appears - -  and I know p e r s o n a l l y  some o f  t h  


peop le  t h a t  have been h i r e d  by  M r .  Camerat ta ,  t h a t  


t h e y  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do a  v e r y  good and g reen  j o b  on 


t h i s .  


I ' m  a f r a i d  I ' m  f r o m  ~ i s s o u r i ,  you have t o  show 


me. ~ ' m  a c t u a l l y  f r o m  I l l i n o i s ,  b u t  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  


t o  have t o  show me t h a t  i t ' s  r e a l l y  g o i n g  t o  work .  
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1 r e a l l y  t h i n k  t h a t  i t ' s  t o o  much d e n s i t y  and 


t h e  - -  i t  i s  m i t i g a t e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  have 


wa te r  and sewer a v a i l a b l e ,  and I unders tand  t h a t .  


~ u t  I j u s t  f e e l  i n  a  way t h a t  w e ' r e  - -  I know t h e  


Dover Koh l  r e p o r t ,  have s t u d i e d  i t  i n  Inany ways. 


And I t h i n k  w e ' r e  somewhat i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  we 


found  o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  F o r t  Myers w i t h  t h e  


Duany p l a n ,  when t h e  - -  what 1 c a l l e d  t h e  h i g h - r i s e  


g o l d  f e v e r  t o o k  p l a c e ,  t h e  h i g h - r i s e s  t h a t  we have. 


And Duany d i d  n o t  r e j e c t  3 2 - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g s ,  b u t  by  


u s i n g  some o f  t h e  e x c e p t i o n s  and a d d i t i o n s  and what  


have you t h a t  he had suggested,  we ended up w i t h  


some v e r y  t a l l  b u i l d i n g s ,  and we a l s o  ended up w i t h  


some peop le  t h a t  went  bank rup t  when a l l  t h a t  was 


overdone.  


I j u s t  f e e l  l i k e  i n  a way t h e  magn i tude o f  t h e  


l a n d  t h e y ' r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h ,  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  now u s i n g  


t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  d e n s i t y  r i g h t s  i s s u e  and t h e  


c l u s t e r i n g  i s s u e  i n  a  way t h a t  may work ,  b u t  I ' m  


concerned t h a t  i t  i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o o  d r a s t i c .  


I ' m  n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  n o t  d o i n g  a  good 


j o b  a t  t r y i n g  t o  deve lop  a  green concep t ,  b u t  we 


have an a w f u l  l o t  o f  o t h e r  l a n d  t h a t ' s  a l s o  


p r o j e c t e d  t o  go i n t o  t h i s ,  and i t ' s  t h e  domino 


e f f e c t  t h a t  I ' m  concerned abou t .  
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I j u s t  d o n ' t  know what e l s e  t o  say,  b u t  1 am 


concerned.  


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  Thank you f o r  coming 


t oday ,  M r .  U r i c h .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Thank you, s i r .  


( w i t n e s s  excused.)  


- - - 


HEARING EXAMINER: A p r i  1 Olson? 


P a t t y  wh i t ehead .  Good morn ing  , P a t t y .  


I she spoke a1 ready .  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: Good morn ing .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  Were YOU sworn i n  on 


Wednesday? 


I 


M S .  WHITEHEAD: Yes, ma'am. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  Okay. YOU remain  under  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: Yes, ma'am. YOU can do i t  


a g a i n  i f  you f e e l  - -  i f  i t  makes you f e e l  


c o m f o r t a b l e .  


HEARING EXAMINER: NO. I t r u s t  you. 


Thereupon, 


PATTY WHITEHEAD, 


a f t e r  h a v i n g  been p r e v i o u s l y  d u l y  sworn o r  a f f i r m e d ,  was 


examined and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s :  


I o a t h ,  ma'am. 


DIRECT TESTIMONY 


I 
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M S .  WHITEHEAD: Madam H e a r i  ng Exami n e r ,  we 


shou ld  e s t a b l i s h  someth ing  f r om  t h e  o u t s e t .  T h i  s  


development  p roposa l  i s  n o t  smar t  g rowth .  SO f a r  


f r o m  i t .  what w e ' r e  s e e i n g  h e r e  i s  t h e  comple te  


p e r v e r s i o n  o f  smar t  g row th  p r i n c i p l e s .  


The r u r a l  l a n d s  o f  t h e  DR/GR a r e  n o t  i n  c l o s e  


p r o x i m i t y  t o  an urban c o r r i d o r  and t h e  commerc ia l  


s e r v i c e s  t h e y  p r o v i d e .  co rksc rew Road e a s t  i s  n o t  


s e r v i c e d  by  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  n o r  a r e  t h e r e  


s c h o o l s  and 1  i b r a r i  es and o t h e r  pub1 i c  a m e n i t i e s  


t h a t  r e t i r e e s ,  k i d s  and f a m i l i e s  can wa l k  o r  b i k e  


t o .  


I n s t e a d  o f  a l l o w i n g  deve lope rs  t o  s e l f - s t y l  e  


comp p l a n  amendments, u n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t ' s  a l r e a d y  


approved,  t o  t h e i r  l i k i n g  i n  s e n s i t i v e  r u r a l  f r i n g e  


c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a reas ,  we shou ld  adhere t o  t h e  


i m p a r t i  a1 , c a r e f u l  1  y  researched  s t u d i e s  t h a t  were 


conducted a t  t a x p a y e r s '  expense, n o t  t h e  


c o n c o c t i o n s  o f  a  few c o n s u l t a n t s .  


~ o t h  t h e  Dover Kohl  s t u d y  and t h e  McLane r e p o r t  


speak adamant ly  a g a i n s t  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  expans ion  o f  


sp raw l  i n  t h e  DR/GR,  wh ich  t h i s  development and i t s  


o v e r l a y  wou ld  r e p r e s e n t .  I f  t h i s  o v e r l a y  i s  


approved and a  z o n i n g  app rova l  o f  co rksc rew Farms 


w i l l  b r i n g  i t  one s t e p  c l o s e r ,  i t  w i l l  n e c e s s i t a t e  
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t h e  w i d e n i n g  o f  co rksc rew Road t o  s e r v i c e  a l l  t h e  


p o i n t  sou rces  o f  c o n g e s t i o n  r ep resen ted  by  t h e  


ga tes  and en t r ances  o f  new developments,  a l l  


c l o s e l y  packed w i t h  hous ing  u n i t s  l i k e  t h i s  one 


t h a t  w i l l  s p r o u t  a l l  a l o n g  t h i s  c o r r i d o r .  Bu t  t h i s  


wou ld  be i n  c o n t r a v e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i c i e s  espoused 


i n  t h e  Dover Kohl  s t u d y  and t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  


McLane r e p o r t ,  b o t h  o f  wh ich  made a  c a r e f u l  


a n a l y s i s  and r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  Lee P lan .  


L e t ' s  a c t u a l l y  f o c u s  i n  on what DR/GR s t u d i e s  


had t o  say abou t  d e n s i t y ,  i n t e n s i t y ,  sp raw l  and 


roads .  


From Dover ~ o h l ,  page 158 ,  r e f e r e n c i n g  Goal 2 


o f  t h e  Lee P lan .  F u t u r e  l a n d  use map amendments t o  


t h e  e x i s t i n g  DR/GR a r e a  sou th  o f  S t a t e  Road 82 and 


e a s t  o f  1-75 wh ich  propose t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c u r r e n t  


a l l o w a b l e  d e n s i t y  o f  i n t e n s i t y  o f  l a n d  use w i l l  be 


d i s cou raged  by  t h e  coun t y .  P o l i c y  2 .4 .3 .  


F u r t h e r  on,  i t  i s  Lee Coun t y ' s  p o l i c y  n o t  t o  


approve f u r t h e r  u rban  d e s i g n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  same 


reasons t h a t  suppo r t ed  i t s  1990 d e c i s i o n  t o  


e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  c a t e g o r y .  


From Dover K o h l ,  Appendix  D ,  t h e  Lee P l a n ' s  


t r e a t m e n t  o f  env i r onmen ta l  i s s u e s .  The coun t y  


shou ld  r e q u i r e  t h e  use o f  sewer systems f o r  new 
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r e s i d e n t i a l  as a  means o f  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  DR/GR 


wa te r  r esou rces  and n a t i v e  h a b i t a t s .  Sewer ing,  


however, cannot  be a l l o w e d  t o  r e s u l t  i n  sp raw l  


development ,  as o f t e n  a l l o w e d ,  f o l l o w s  t h e  


e x t e n s i o n  o f  pub1 i c  u t i  1 i t i  es.  


From S e c t i o n  2 . 1  o f  t h e  McLane s t u d y ,  purpose 


and scope. Lee c o u n t y  has r e s t r i c t e d  l a n d  uses 


w i t h i n  t h e  DR/GR t o  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  m i n i n g ,  


c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  and r e s i d e n t i a l  development  a t  a  


maximum o f  one d w e l l i n g  u n i t  pe r  t e n  a c r e s .  The 


goa l  o f  t h e  DR/GR d e s i g n a t i o n  was b o t h  t o  c o n t r o l  


d e n s i t y  and sp raw l  and t o  p r o t e c t  g roundwater  


r esou rce  l a n d s .  


From Page 74 o f  t h e  Dover Kohl  s t u d y ,  p l a n n i n g  


p r i n c i p l e s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p r i n c i p l e s .  New and 


w i d e r  roads a r e  t o u t e d  as s o l u t i o n s  t o  e x i s t i n g  


t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t i o n ,  b u t  i t  has been repea ted1  y  


demonst ra ted  t h a t  a g g r e s s i v e  expans ion  o f  roadways 


can a c t u a l 1  y  i n d u c e  f u r t h e r  t r a v e l  demand. 


P o t e n t i a l  use r s  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  d r i v e  f a r t h e r  and 


a r e  more o f t e n  - -  and more o f t e n ,  because i t  


becomes c o n v e n i e n t  t o  do so .  And so t h e  new road  


c a p a c i t y  q u i c k l y  f i  11 s  up and t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  b u i  1  d  


t h e  road  i s  seeming ly  v a l i d a t e d .  Yet  t r a f f i c  


c o n g e s t i o n  has a c t u a l l y  become worse. 
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The concep t  beh ind  t h i s  phenomenon i s  


summarized n e a t l y  by  W a l t e r  Ku lash ,  a  smar t  g row th  


t r a f f i c  e n g i n e e r .  Wind ing  roads t o  s o l v e  t r a f f i c  


c o n g e s t i o n  i s  l i k e  l o o s e n i n g  your  b e l t  t o  c u r e  


o b e s i t y .  


L e t ' s  s w i t c h  back t o  t h e  McLane s t u d y ,  c i t i n g  


f r om  t h e  Lee P lan ,  under  n a t u r a l  r esou rce  


p r o t e c t i o n ,  106.2 .2 .  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  


r e g u l a t i o n s  and i n c e n t i v e s  t o  p r e v e n t  i n c o m p a t i b l e  


u rban development i n  and around e n v i  r o n m e n t a l l  y 


s e n s i t i v e  l a n d s .  


Ano the r  c i t a t i o n  by McLane t o  t h e  Lee P l a n .  


w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  cape Co ra l  and Leh igh  Ac res ,  


t h e  c o u n t y ' s  u rban  a reas  w i  11 be e s s e n t i  a1 1 y  b u i  1 t 


o u t  by  2020 ,  pend ing  i n  some cases redeve lopment .  


The coun t y  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  c l e a r  


d i s t i n c t i o n  between u rban  and r u r a l  a reas  t h a t  


c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h i s  p l a n .  I t s  success w i l l  depend on 


two t h i n g s :  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  v i  a b i  1 i t y  o f  


a g r i c u l t u r a l  uses and t h e  amount o f  p u b l i c l y  owned 


l a n d  i n  o u t l y i n g  a reas .  


T h i s  i s  a l s o  echoed i n  Page 111 o f  t h e  


Dover Koh l  s t u d y  under  s u b s e c t i o n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  


a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  D R / G R .  ~t t a l k s  abou t  f o o d  


s e c u r i t y  and t h e  need t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  r u r a l  l a n d  
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use i n  s o u t h e a s t  Lee c o u n t y .  


L i t t l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e i n v e s t m e n t  i s  t a k i n g  


p l a c e  i n  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  o r  i n  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a .  


Most a c t i v i t y  t o d a y  i s  s o u t h  o f  H i g h l a n d s  c o u n t y .  


Even i f  f a r m i n g  i n  Southwest  F l o r i d a  m e r e l y  


m a i n t a i n s  i t s  c u r r e n t  p resence ,  i t  w i l l  grow i n  


r e 1  a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  as a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  


s t a t e w i d e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s h r i n k ,  w i t h  an expand ing  


p o p u l a t i o n ,  we need t o  have o u r  own f o o d  s o u r c e s .  


The s t u d y  a l s o  goes on t o  say o p p o r t u n i t y  i s  


a l s o  seen f o r  new c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  


i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  c o u l d  s u p p o r t  a g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  i t s  


c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  food independence,  f o r  c o n t a i n i n g  


u rban  s p r a w l  and f o r  n a t u r a l  s e r v i c e s  a g r i c u l t u r e  


can p r o v i d e ,  such as open space and w a t e r  


r e t e n t i  on .  


A g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  uses ,  ~ o a l  9 o f  t h e  Lee P l a n .  


The p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Lee P l a n  


address  t h e  needed p r o t e c t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  


a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  f r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  c o n v e r s i o n  


t o  o t h e r  l a n d  uses ,  i m p a c t  f r o m  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  


e x t r a c t i o n  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and r e s i d e n t i  a1 


deve lopments .  p o l i c y  9 . 1 . 1  and 9 . 1 . 4 .  


Madam ~ e a r i n g  Examiner ,  p a n t h e r s  and b e a r s ,  two  


key  u m b r e l l a  s p e c i e s  t h a t  d e f i n e  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
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r i c h n e s s  o f  t h e  DR/GR l a n d s ,  have much b e t t e r  odds 


o f  c o e x i s t i n g  w i t h  row c rops  t h a n  w i t h  snowbi rds  


and newly r e l o c a t e d  n o r t h e r n e r s  i n  suvs and on 


t h e i  r 1  ana i  s .  


B Y  what t w i s t e d  l o g i c  i s  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  o v e r  


1 ,300 hous ing  u n i t s  and t w i c e  t h a t  many au tomob i l es  


l e s s  i m p a c t f u l  t o  t h e  env i ronment  and t h e  w a t e r  


r esou rces  o f  t h e  DR/GR t h a n  t h e  v e s t e d  zon ing  o f  


100 homes o r  t h e  con t i nuance  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  


o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  t a k e  p l a c e  on t h a t  l a n d ?  


w i t h  such a  severe  human impac t  as t h i s  


development w i l l  b r i n g  by sheer  numbers o f  peop le  


and s t r u c t u r e s  and v e h i c l e s  and a l l  t h e  b u i l t  and 


mechanized t r a p p i n g s  o f  t h e i r  modern l i f e s t y l e ,  


a l o n g  w i t h  a l l  t h e  n o i s e ,  chem ica l s ,  p o l l u t i o n ,  


ha rdscap ing  and s t r e s s  t h a t  comes a l o n g  w i t h  


s u p p o r t i n g  a l l  t h o s e  househo lds ,  i t  w i l l  amount t o  


an acu te  n e t  l o s s  o f  h a b i t a t  q u a l i t y  f o r  t h e  


spec i es  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  r e l y  on t h i s  l a n d  and 


a d j o i n i n g  c o n s e r v a t i o n  l a n d s  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  


e x i  s t ence .  


And h e r e ' s  t h e  most resound ing  argument a g a i n s t  


t h i s  development .  There  w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  be more 


f r e q u e n t  and more - -  excuse me, more d i r e c t  human 


and w i l d l i f e  encoun te rs  w i t h  1 ,300 homes and t h e i r  
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i n h a b i t a n t s ,  and a t  l e a s t  2,000 more c a r s  and 


t r u c k s  added t o  co rksc rew Road a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  


n o t  t o  men t ion  t h e  o v e r l a y  t h a t  would add many 


thousands more. T h i s  p iggybacked o f f i c e  


development b e i n g  approved,  i t ' s  n o t  h a r d  t o  


d e c i p h e r  who w i l l  be t h e  l o s e r  i n  t h e  end, man o r  


t h e  n a t i v e  mammals. 


~f t h i s  development i s  f u l l  y  approved a l o n g  


w i t h  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  e n v i  ron lnenta l  enhancement 


o v e r l a y ,  we w i l l  see n o t h i n g  b u t  a  tsunami o f  


sp raw l  i n  t h e  D R / G R .  


T h e r e f o r e ,  I beg you, Madam Hea r i ng  Examiner ,  


f o r  a l l  t h a t  t h e  DR/GR s tands  f o r ,  f o r  a l l  t h a t  the  


c i t i z e n s  o f  Lee coun t y  f o u g h t  f o r  ove r  t h e  y e a r s ,  


p l e a s e  deny t h i  s  z o n i  ng app l  i c a t i  on. 


The d e n s i t y  r e d u c t i o n  a t t r i b u t e  i s  j u s t  as 


i m p o r t a n t  a  component t o  t h e  e n v i  ronmenta l  qua1 i t y  


o f  t h e s e  l a n d s  as t h e  groundwater  r esou rce .  


NOW I want t o  t ouch  on t h e  impac t  f e e  i s s u e  f o r  


a  moment, p l ease ,  i f  I Inay. And I a l s o  have some 


o t h e r  e x h i b i t s  t o  g i v e  you.  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay ,  t h a t ' s  f i n e .  I'll 


t a k e  them a l l  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: TWO i s s u e s .  One i s  t h e  i m p a c t  


f e e  and t h e  o t h e r  i s  t h e  h u m a n / w i l d l i f e  i n t e r f a c e ,  
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t h e  encoun te rs  between human and w i l d l i f e  t h a t  i s  


a1 ready e x i s t i n g  o u t  t h e r e .  


on t h e  r o a d  impac t  f e e s  --  on t h e  t o p i c  o f  r oad  


impac t  f e e s  and p r o p o r t i o n a t e  share  f e e s ,  co r ksc rew  


Farms w i l l  have t h e  same p r o p o r t i o n a t e  share  scheme 


as presumably  W i l d g l u e ,  so I borrowed a  l i t t l e  f r o m  


w i l d s l u e ' s  t e s t i m o n i e s .  


what a r e  t h e  f a l l a c i e s  o f  t h i s  f o r m u l a t i o n ?  


u s i n g  t h e  f i g u r e s  f r o m  t h e  w i l d s l u e ' s  


c a l c u l a t i o n s ,  t h e y  w i  11 p r o b a b l y  have s i  m i  1  a r l  y  


p r i c e d  homes. The deve lope r  w i l l  pay o n l y  $1,600 


pe r  u n i t  i n  a d d i t i o n  - -  my unde rs tand ing ,  i n  


a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r oad  impac t  f e e s  s t a n d a r d l y  


c a l c u l a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  impac t  f e e s  t o  


c u r r e n t  r a t e  o f  45 p e r c e n t .  


The w i l d e l  ue deve lope r  f i g u r e d  h i s  o v e r a l l  


hous i ng  development i tnpact f e e s  t o  come i n  a round 


$6,300.  so i f  we add t h e  $1,600 t o  t h a t ,  we come 


o u t  t o  $7,900.  


The road  p o r t i o n  a p p a r e n t l y  i s  g o i n g  t o  be 


capped a t  $1,600.  where d i d  t h i s  f i g u r e  come f rom? 


who dec i ded  t h i s ?  why i s  t h i s  - -  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  


amount b e i n g  used and n o t  some o t h e r  h i g h e r  f i g u r e ?  


I ' m  c u r i o u s  abou t  t h i s ,  because I f i n d  t h i s  t o  


be a  w o e f u l l y  p a l t r y  amount, c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  t h e y  
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have t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t owa rd  w iden ing  and s i g n a l i z i n g  


a  c o u n t y  r o a d  t o  i n c l u d e  --  i t  has t o  be a  comple te  


s t r e e t s  road :  b i k e  p a t h s ,  p a t h s ,  and inedi ans.  


I compared t h i s  t o  t h e  impac t  f e e s  I p a i d  on my 


own home. We b u i l t  a  home i n  2007, a  th ree-bedroom 


home, when t h e  impac t  f e e s  were s e t  a t  a  hundred 


p e r c e n t .  MY home i s  i n  t h e  urban c o r e  o f  E s t e r o .  


I l i v e  on a  p r i v a t e  road .  1 d o n ' t  have t h e  


b e n e f i t s  o f  w a t e r  and sewer i n  my ne ighborhood.  1 


p a i d  $10,400 i n  impac t  f e e s ,  w i t h  t h e  road impac t  


f e e  p o r t i o n  b e i n g  a  whopping $2,971.  


I j u s t  d o n ' t  see how y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  cove r  a l l  


t h e  bases w i t h  $1,600 ove r  and above t h e  $6,300, 


wh ich  i s  a1 ready a  de m i n i m i s  amount as i t  i s .  


NOW, moving on t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  h u m a n / w i l d l i f e  


encoun te r s .  YOU know, t h e r e  have been i s s u e s .  


  here were i s s u e s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g t i m e .  Now as w e ' r e  


approach ing  t h e  autumn, t h e r e  i s  a l s o  i s s u e s  o f  


bear  and human encoun te rs  i n  Bells T e r r a .  And 


t h e y ' r e  say i ng ,  w e l l ,  t h e  i s s u e  a t  B e l l a  T e r r a  i s  


t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t  have t h e  b e a r - p r o o f  t r a s h  


c o n t a i n e r s .  s u t  I submi t  t o  you t h a t  t h e  mere f a c t  


o f  l i v i n g  a  normal  F l o r i d a  l i f e s t y l e ,  an 


i n d o o r / o u t d o o r  l i f e s t y l e ,  peop le  l e a v e  t h e i  r 1  ana i  


doors  open, t h e y  barbecue,  t h e y  l e a v e  t h e i r  k i t c h e n  
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windows open, t h e y ' r e  v e n t i n g  t h e i r  c o o k i n g  odors  


t o  t h e  o u t s i d e ,  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  a t t r a c t  w i l d l i f e .  


And what happens i s  t h e  w i l d l i f e  t h e n  - -  you 


know, ~ i s h  and w i l d l i f e  Commission i s  a l e r t e d  and 


t h e y  come w i t h  agents  and t h e y  b a s i c a l l y  s l a u g h t e r  


t h e  w i l d l i f e .  They remove them f o r  d o i n g  what  


bears  no r rna l l y  do, wh ich  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  someth ing  


t o  e a t ,  and t h e y ' r e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  scen t s  t h a t  


t h e y ' r e  - -  you know, t h a t  t h e y  p i c k  up f r o n ~  t h e i r  


nose. 


so  I ' m  j u s t  r e a l l y  t r o u b l e d  by  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  


t h i s  i s  g o i n g  t o  h e i g h t e n  t h a t  human/wi 1  d l  i f e  


i n t e r f a c e .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  do t h a t .  And I d o n ' t  


know how t h a t  can be he lped  o r  c o n t a i n e d  i n  some 


way, so ~ ' m  g o i n g  t o  submi t  t o  you t h e  a r t i c l e  t h a t  


was i n  t h e  Nap les  D a i l y  News, "FWC t o  b r i n g  B e l l a  


T e r r a  b e a r ' s  roaming t o  an end, "  meaning t h e y ' r e  


g o i n g  t o  k i l l  h im .  


And a l s o ,  f r om  a  r e c e n t  s c h o l a r l y  r esea rch  


paper  done on p a n t h e r s ,  Landscape A n a l y s i s  o f  A d u l t  


Pan the r  H a b i t a t ,  and I'll j u s t  read  you some 


h i g h l i g h t s ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  


Highways r e s u l t  i n  l o s s  and f r a g m e n t a t i o n  o f  


h a b i t a t ,  l e a d  t o  t r a f f i c  r e l a t e d  pan the r  m o r t a l i t y  


and encourage --  
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THE COURT REPORTER: I ' m  s o r r y ,  s low  down j u s t  


a l i t t l e  b i t .  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: I ' m  s o r r y .  


HEARING EXAMINER: Yeah, you ' r e  r e a l  f a s t .  


MS. WHITEHEAD: Okay. I ' m  s o r r y .  Okay. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  And I c a n ' t  hear  f a s t  


enough. 


MS.  WHITEHEAD: Sure.  1 ' 1 1  s t a r t  a l l  o v e r .  


The t i t l e  i s  Landscape A n a l y s i s  o f  A d u l t  


F l o r i d a  Pan the r  H a b i t a t .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER: And t h i s  i s  f rom? 


MS. WHITEHEAD: T h i s  i s  f r om  a s c i e n t i s t  by  t h e  


name o f  Robe r t  A .  F rakes ,  F -R-A-K-E-S .  


~ l l  t h e  c i t a t i o n s  a r e  h e r e .  Here we go. okay .  


w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  e d i t o r .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  And t h i s  i s  a p u b l i s h e d  


a r t i c l e ?  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: T h i s  i s  a p u b l i s h e d  a r t i c l e .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  Con t i nue .  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  a l s o  a 


peer - rev iewed  a r t i c l e .  


And he s t a t e s  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n :  Highways 


r e s u l t  i n  l o s s  and f r a g m e n t a t i o n  o f  h a b i t a t ,  l e a d  


t o  t r a f f i c - r e l a t e d  pan the r  m o r t a l i t y ,  and encourage 


f u r t h e r  human development .  u rban ,  suburban and 


MARTINA REPORTING SERVICES 
(239) 334-6545 



CAB Toshiba

Highlight



CAB Toshiba

Highlight



CAB Toshiba

Highlight







ex-urban a reas  e l i m i n a t e ,  f r agmen t ,  and a l t e r  


pan the r  h a b i t a t  and i n c r e a s e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  


panther/human i n t e r a c t i o n s .  


And f u r t h e r  a l o n g  --  and i t ' s  a  v e r y  


w e l l - w r i t t e n  s t u d y .  I t ' s  n o t  v e r y  l o n g .  I t ' s  a  


f a i r l y  s h o r t  read.  ~t has a  l o t  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  


methodo logy  i n  i t ,  so you have t o  p l ow  t h r o u g h  


t h a t .  ~ u t  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and c o n c l u s i o n s ,  


i t ' s  m o s t l y  w r i t t e n  i n  l ayman 's  te rms .  


s e n s i t i v i t y  a n a l y s i s .  Smal l  i n c r e a s e s  i n  human 


d e n s i t y  were p r e d i c t e d  t o  have a  pronounced 


n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  on t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  pan the r  


p resence.  


And I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  m i g h t  have been ano the r  


c i t a t i o n  I wanted t o  n o t e .  


under  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s :  " o u r  s t u d y  has 


a t t emp ted  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r ema in i ng  a d u l t  b r e e d i n g  


h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  F l o r i d a  pan the r  sou th  o f  t h e  


ca loosaha tchee  R i v e r .  T h i s  p o p u l a t i o n  may a1 ready  


be a t  o r  c l o s e  t o  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y ,  y e t  t h e  


pan the r  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  p r o b a b l y  below what i s  


r e q u i r e d  f o r  l o n g - t e r m  g e n e t i c  v i a b i l i t y .  


T h e r e f o r e ,  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r ema in i ng  b r e e d i n g  


h a b i t a t  i n  s o u t h  ~ l o r i d a  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  


s u r v i v a l  and r e c o v e r y  o f  t h e  subspec ies  and s h o u l d  
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r e c e i v e  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y  by  r e g u l a t o r y  


agenc ies .  I, 


And I a l s o  have my resume. 


I am a l s o  a member o f  t h e  E s t e r o  Bay Agency f o r  


Bay Management. And I guess t h i s  i s  s o r t  o f  a  


fo regone  i s s u e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  b u t  t h e  E s t e r o  Agency 


f o r  Bay Management endorsed t h e  V i l l a g e  o f  E s t e r o ' s  


r e s o l u t i o n  oppos ing  t h i s  development and t h e  


w i l d e l  ue development i n t o  a comprehensive w i l d l i f e  


and t r a f f i c  s t u d i e s  where conducted,  so 1 j u s t  want 


t o  submi t  t h a t  on t h e  r e c o r d .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  Was t h a t  p repa red  i n  


c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  comprehensive p l a n  amendment? 


M S .  WHITEHEAD: Yes, ma'am. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  


M S .  WHITEHEAD:  I know, so I guess - -  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER: T h a t ' s  okay .  I j u s t  want  t o  


mark them. 


M S .  WHITEHEAD: Tha t  h i s t o r y  i s  b e h i n d  a t  t h i s  


p o i n t ,  b u t  I w i l l  submi t  a l l  o f  t hese  documents t o  


you.  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  And I w i l l  mark them 


as e x h i  b i t s .  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: I had a coup le  o f  q u e s t i o n s .  I 


d o n ' t  ltnow, you know, i f  I can b r i n g  them i n t o  t h e  
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mix he re  as p a r t  o f  - -  


HEARING EXAMINER:  Yes. I f  you have q u e s t i o n s ,  


now i s  a good t i m e  f o r  you t o  ask them. 


MS.  WHITEHEAD: okay .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  They w o n ' t  be answered w h i l e  


y o u ' r e  a t  t h e  podium, b u t  t h e y  - -  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: okay .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  - -  w i l l  be addressed by  


s t a f f  and t h e  a p p l i c a n t  d u r i n g  t h e i r  c l o s i n g  t i m e .  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: Very  good. Thank Y O U .  


one o f  my q u e s t i o n s  was on t h e  env i r onmen ta l  


r e s t o r a t i o n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  w e l l ,  


a c t u a l 1  y ,  I had two q u e s t i o n s .  


w i t h  r ega rds  t o  t h e i r  c a l c u l a t i o n  o f  60 p e r c e n t  


open space, was some o f  t h e  open space c a p t u r e d  


c o u n t i n g  i n  t h e  l a k e s ?  Because I know on one o f  


t h e  s l i d e s  i t  s a i d  t h a t  mine l a k e s  c o u l d n ' t  be 


counted,  b u t  t h e y ' r e  n o t  - -  t h e s e  a r e n ' t  m i n i n g  


l a k e s .  These a r e  g o i n g  t o  be c r e a t e d  l a k e s  f o r  t h e  


development .  


S O ,  a r e  t h e  l a k e s  p a r t  o f  t h e  60 p e r c e n t  open 


space. and t h e n  a r e  t h e  common a reas  w i t h i n  t h e  


development a l s o  p a r t  o f  t h e  60 p e r c e n t  open space? 


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  W e ' l l  g e t  an answer 


f o r  t h a t  f o r  you.  
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M S .  WHITEHEAD: MY n e x t  q u e s t i o n  i s  on t h e  


e n v i  ronmenta l  r e s t o r a t i o n  l a n d s ,  on t h a t  who1 e  


m i s s i o n  as t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  go a f t e r  t o  r e s t o r e  


h a b i t a t  and so f o r t h .  what i s  t h e  c a l i b e r  o f  


t h e  --  I suppose t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  be m o s t l y  


p l a n t i n g  l i k e  domes t i c  o r  h y d r i c  p i n e s .  what i s  


t h e  c a l i b e r  o f  t h o s e  t r e e s ?  Are  we t a l k i n g ,  you 


know, l i t t l e  s e e d l i n g s ,  l i t t l e  s a p l i n g s ,  o r  a r e  we 


t a l k i n g  someth ing  t h a t  i s  more matu re ,  t h a t  w i l l  


e v e n t u a l l y  be much more r o b u s t  i n  a  s h o r t e r  t i m e  


frame? Because, o b v i o u s l y ,  t h a t  makes a  


d i f f e r e n c e .  


I mean, i f  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  o v e r l a y  and 


w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  be add ing  a l l  t h i s  development ,  w i l l  


an ima l s  eve r  r e a l l y  use t h a t  h a b i t a t  a r e a  o r  w i l l  


i t  j u s t  be e v e n t u a l l y  a  p r e t t y  backdrop f o r  t h o s e  


homes? 


SO t h a t  was ano the r  one o f  my q u e s t i o n s .  


T h a t ' s  i t .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: I suppose t h a t  conc ludes  --  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Thank YOU.  


MS. WHITEHEAD: - -  what I have t o  o f f e r  a t  t h i s  


p o i n t .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  Thank YOU f o r  coming.  
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M S .  WHITEHEAD: Thank you. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  L e t  me have your  e x h i b i t s  - -  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: Yes, ma'am. 


HEARING EXAMINER: - -  SO t h a t  I can mark them. 


MS.  MONTGOMERY: And I do want t o  o b j e c t  f o r  


t h e  r e c o r d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o f f e r e d  as e x h i b i t s ,  and 


o b v i o u s l y  t h e  gent leman who w r o t e  t h e  r e p o r t  on t h e  


pan the r  i s n ' t  he re  and s u b j e c t  t o  


c ross -exam ina t i on ,  so 1 d o n ' t  know i n  what c o n t e x t  


t h i s  a n a l y s i s  was done o r  i f  i t ' s  a t  a l l  a p p l i c a b l e  


he re .  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: HOW shou ld  I t r e a t  t h a t ?  


HEARING EXAMINER: ~ o n ' t  w o r r y  abou t  i t .  YOU 


c a n ' t  - -  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: D o n ' t  w o r r y  abou t  i t ,  okay .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  N o t h i n g  i s  g o i n g  t o  g e t  


e l i m i n a t e d .  


MS.  WHITEHEAD: Very  good. Thank Y O U .  


oh, I j u s t  wanted t o  add one more t h i n g .  May 


I ?  


~ ' m  a l i t t l e  confused abou t  The conse rvancy ' s  


p o s i t i o n  on t h i s  p r o j e c t .  Because on t h e  one hand 


t h e y ' r e  s a y i n g  t h a t ,  you know, t h e  p a n t h e r s  a r e  


under  c r i t i c a l  s t r e s s  w i t h  t h e i r  h a b i t a t ;  and y e t  


we have Ms. O lson he re  s a y i n g  t h a t  she f u l l y  
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endorses t h i s  u r b a n i z a t i o n  and i t  i s  u r b a n i z a t i o n  


t h a t  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  DR/GR. Yet  we have h e r  boss ,  


Rob Mower, s t a t e  i n  a  gues t  commentary f o r  t h e  


Naples ~ a i l y  News: Bears b e i n g  t a r g e t e d  b y  h u n t e r s  


i n  t h e  back woods a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  be t h e  nu i sance  


bears  t h a t  agency - -  t h e  was seek ing  t o  be managed 


t h r o u g h  t h i s  h u n t .  Meanwhi le ,  t h e r e  a r e  n a t u r a l  


h a b i t a t  a reas  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  b e i n g  p e r m i t t e d  b y  


t h e  S t a t e  f o r  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  more i n t e n s i v e  and 


i n c o m p a t i b l e  uses,  wh ich  I would  q u a l i f y  t h i s  


development as t h a t  i n t e n s i v e  and more i n c o m p a t i b l e  


use.  


And t h a t ' s  - -  now I ' m  conc luded.  


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  Thank you.  L e t  me 


have your  documents. 


MS. WHITEHEAD: Yes, ma'am. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Neale,  i f  you wou ld  l i k e  


cop ies  o f  any o f  t h i s ,  j u s t  l e t  us know a t  t h e  end 


and 1'11 have my s t a f f  - -  


MS. MONTGOMERY: Yeah, i f  I c o u l d  g e t  a  Copy o f  


t h e  p a n t h e r  r e p o r t .  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: Yeah. I had some r e v i s i o n s .  


M r .  Getch gave me c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  on t h e  impac t  


f e e s .  Had some r e v i s i o n s  t h e r e .  Resume. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Okay. Composite e x h i b i t .  
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MS.  WHITEHEAD: T h i s ,  t h i s ,  t h i s  and t h i s .  So 


t h e r e ' s  one, two - -  yeah, two t h i n g s  I spoke o f .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  And do you have a w r i t t e n  


summary o f  you r  remarks? 


MS. WHITEHEAD:  Yes, I do. 


M S .  MONTGOMERY: I guess I ' m  con fused .  I 


t h o u g h t  you j u s t  had t h e  newspaper a r t i c l e  and t h e  


pan the r  e x h i b i t .  IS t h e r e  someth ing  e l s e ?  oh ,  and 


t h e  Agency on Bay Management? 


M S .  WHITEHEAD: T h a t ' s  what  i t  i s .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: okay .  


MS.  WHITEHEAD: The E s t e r 0  Bay Agency f o r  Bay 


Management, t h e i  r endorsement o f  t h e  v i  1  l a g e  o f  


~ s t e r o ' s  r e s o l u t i o n .  


Yes.  hank you.   hank you a g a i n .  


HEARING E X A M I N E R :  You a r e  welcome, and t h a n k  


you f o r  coming. 


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Cou ld  you have you r  o f f i c e  do 


t h a t  b e f o r e  we g e t  t o  r e b u t t a l ,  copy o f  t h e  one 


p a n t h e r  r e p o r t  i f  you would? 


HEARING EXAMINER:  You want t h e  pan the r  r e p o r t ?  


MS. MONTGOMERY: Whatever she read  f r o m  w i t h  


r e g a r d  t o  p a n t h e r s .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  I d o n ' t  have any 


o t h e r  - -  oh,  w a i t .  P e t e r  c a n g i a l o s i ?  
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MR.  C A N G I A L O S I :  C a n g i a l o s i .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  I f e e l  bad t h a t  I messed 


t h a t  up, because I ' m  I t a l i a n .  


MR.  C A N G I A L O S I :  T h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  Everybody 


does. I'M q u i t e  used t o  i t  and I ' v e  had l o t s  o f  


p r a c t i c e  w i t h  t h a t .  


Thereupon, 


PETER CANGIALOSI, 


a f t e r  hav i ng  been p r e v i o u s l y  d u l y  sworn o r  a f f i r m e d ,  wa! 


examined and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s :  


D I R E C T  TESTIMONY 


MR.  CANGIALOSI: Good morn ing  --  O r  good 


a f t e r n o o n ,  Madam ~ x a m i n e r .  I a p p r e c i a t e  b e i n g  h e r e  


t o  o f f e r  some t e s t i m o n y  among t h i s  g roup o f  v e r y  


h i g h  p a i d  c o n s u l t a n t s  . 
I ' m  P e t e r  c a n g i a l o s i  . I ' m  t h e  env i r onmen ta l  


d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  E s t e r 0  C o u n c i l  o f  Community 


Leaders .  ~t o u r  membership mee t i ng  on ~ u l y  2 4 t h ,  


t h e  70 ECCL members p r e s e n t  v o t e d  t o  f i r m l y  s u p p o r t  


t h e  V i l l a g e  o f  ~ s t e r o ' s  R e s o l u t i o n  Number 2015-33, 


s i gned  on June 3 r d ,  2015. 


T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  p a r t  o f  my t e s t i m o n y  h e r e  


t oday .  ~ t ' s  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  w e b s i t e  and 


I ' m  l e a v i n g  a  copy w i t h  t h e  Hea r i ng  Examiner .  


Tha t  r e s o l u t i o n  opposes f u r t h e r  deve lopn~en t  i n  


MARTINA REPORTING SERVICES 
(239) 334-6545 







t h e  DR/GR a l o n g  co r ksc rew  Road where t h i s  p r o j e c t  


i s  l o c a t e d  u n t i  1  : one,  a  comprehensive s t u d y  on 


t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  impac t s  on roadways e a s t  o f  1 - 7 5 ?  


e s p e c i a l  1 y  co r ksc rew  Road, i s  comple ted .  


Number two,  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  such v a s t l y  


i n c r e a s e d  development d e n s i t y  on t h e  env i ronment  


and w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e  DR/GR can be de te rm ined .  


 umber t h r e e ,  ma jo r  t r a f f i c  and s a f e t y  i m p a c t s  


on t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  E s t e r o  can be de te rm ined .  


And, number f o u r ,  t h a t  f u n d i n g  i s  p r o v i d e d  t o  


a l l e v i a t e  such adverse  i m p a c t s .  


p r e s e n t l y  t h e r e  i s  no f u n d i n g  f o r  improvements 


on co rksc rew Road i n  t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e .  I n  


t h e  c o u n t y ' s  c u r r e n t  2035 l ong - range  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  


p l a n ,  improvements t o  Corkscrew Road rank  3 7 t h .  


T h a t ' s  a  l o n g  w a i t  f o r  f u n d i n g .  


w h i l e  t h e  d e v e l o p e r ,  co rksc rew Farms, has 


g e n e r a l l y  t r i e d  t o  do a  r e a l l y  good j o b  o f  


d e s i g n i n g  i t s  development  i n  o r d e r  t o  m i n i m i z e  


adverse  impac t s  t o  t h e  env i ronment  on i t s  p r o p e r t y ,  


t h e  impac t  o f  more i n t e n s i v e  development on t h i s  


s i t e  and o t h e r s  on t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  we t l ands ,  o u r  


l o n g - t e r m  wa te r  s u p p l y  and e s p e c i a l 1  y  t r a f f i c  on 


Corkscrew Road a r e  u n c l e a r  p r i o r  t o  i t s  app rova l  


f o r  r e z o n i n g .  
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we q u e s t i o n  whether  a  two -m i l e -w ide  s t r i p  a l o n g  


co r ksc rew  Road i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  DR/GR o f f e r s  


any r e a l  r e g i o n a l  advantage t o  w i l d l i f e .  I n  f a c t ,  


i t  c o u l d  be seen i n s t e a d  as more o f  a  danger t o  


w i  1 d l  i f e ,  espec i  a1 1  y  mammals, t h a n  enhancement 


t h r o u g h  t h e  l o s s  o f  h a b i t a t  as more development  


occu rs  and t h e  presence o f  homes, peop le ,  v e h i c l e s ,  


l i g h t s ,  n o i s e ,  and p e t s  make t h e i r  p resence known. 


we c o u l d  a c t u a l l y  see t h i s  development as an 


unwanted encouragement f o r  w i  1 d l  i f e  t o  go near  o r  


ac ross  t h e  busy h ighway.  


Regard ing  u rban  s p r a w l .  Now, ~ ' m  a  r e t i r e d  


e n g i n e e r .  ~ ' m  n o t  n o r m a l l y  v e r y  f l a p p a b l e ,  b u t  I 


have t o  say I was v e r y  s u r p r i s e d  t o  hear  peop le  say 


t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  s p r a w l .  MY gosh, t h i s  i s  t h e  


ep i tome o f  s p r a w l .  


1 do have a  q u e s t i o n  I wou ld  l i k e  t o  ask c o u n t y  


s t a f f .  p l e a s e  p r o v i d e  what t h e i r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  


sp raw l  i s ,  i f  I f o r g e t  t o  ask t h a t  a t  t h e  end. I ' d  


l o v e  t o  see what  t h a t  i s .  


The d raw ing ,  S l i d e  111, c e n t r a l  w a t e r ,  sewer 


e x t e n s i o n .  YOU had asked f o r  t h a t .  Tha t  shows 


t h a t  t h o s e  s e r v i c e s  had t o  be ex tended s e v e r a l  


m i l e s  f r o m  t h e i r  end p o i n t s  t o  g e t  t o  co r ksc rew  


Farms.   here's p roo f  r i g h t  t h e r e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  
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sp raw l .  


okay .  L e t  me go f u r t h e r  on my t e s t i m o n y .  The 


v i l l  age ' s  r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  development  


w i l l  c r e a t e  s e r i o u s  and l o n g - l a s t i n g  n e g a t i v e  


impac t s  c r e a t e d  by  urban sp raw l  and development ,  


wh ich  w i l l  c l e a r l y  ou twe igh  any b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  


e n v i  ronment and w i  1  d l  i f e .  Rezoni ng, i f  approved,  


w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  n e a r l y  a  t e n f o l d  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  


a l l o w a b l e  number o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  u n i t s  t h a t  can be 


b u i  1  t i n  t h i s  development .  


The c l o s e s t  p a r t  o f  co rksc rew Farms i s  n e a r l y  


two m i l e s  e a s t  a t  t h e  end o f  p r e s e n t  coun t y  w a t e r  


and sewer s e r v i c e s .  s i n c e  t h e  Farms b o r d e r s  


co rksc rew Road f o r  two f u l l  m i l e s ,  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  


coun t y  wa te r  and sewer s e r v i c e  t o  se r ve  a l l  o f  


co rksc rew Farms would doub le  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  


e x i s t i n g  t r u n k  l i n e s  f r o m  1-75,  A S  a  r e s u l t ,  


co rksc rew Farms and i t s  wa te r  and sewer e x t e n s i o n ,  


i f  approved,  w i l l  be t h e  f i r s t  domino l e a d i n g  t o  a  


ma jo r  i n c r e a s e  o f  u rban sp raw l  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  


e n v i  r o n m e n t a l l  y  s e n s i t i v e  DR/GR.  


I n  June, 2014, Lee Coun t y ' s  M e t r o p o l i t a n  


P l a n n i n g  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  o r  MPO, was p resen ted  w i t h  


t h r e e  l a n d  use s c e n a r i o  o p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  2040 


l ong - range  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p l a n .  The MPO chose t o  
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p l a n  f u t u r e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o c u s i n g  on development  


a l o n g  e x i s t i n g  u rban  bounda r i es  i n  o r d e r  t o  


d i s cou rage  sp raw l  and reduce t h e  l e n g t h  o f  v e h i c l e  


t r a v e l  t r i p s .  


Approv i  ng t h i s  r e z o n i n g  r e q u e s t  i s  t o t a l  1  y  


c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  MPO's d e c i s i o n .  


~f co rksc rew  Farms i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  proceed,  


t h e r e  a r e  many o t h e r  p r o p e r t i e s  a l o n g  t h i s  s t r e t c h  


o f  co rksc rew Road t h a t  would be encouraged t o  


f o l l o w  t h i s  p r o j e c t  example and ex tend  sp raw l  and 


exaspera te  t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t i o n .  


For  example, t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  immedia te  wes t  


o f  co rksc rew Farms and Burgundy Farms i s  shown t o  


have a  h e a v i l y  - -  a  heavy presence o f  p a n t h e r  


t e l e m e t r y  d a t a .  Tha t  was i n  t h e  s t a f f  r e p o r t .  One 


d o e s n ' t  need t o  be a  w i l d l i f e  b i o l o g i s t  t o  see 


t h a t  - -  t o  see t h a t  development t h e r e  wou ld  


s e r i o u s l y  impac t  p a n t h e r s '  a b i l i t y  t o  t r a v e l  n o r t h  


and sou th .  


~f you l o o k  a t  t h a t  d raw ing  --  1 w i s h  I had i t  


he re  - -  you wou ld  see t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a  h i g h  


c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  p a n t h e r  t r a f f i c  n o r t h  and s o u t h  


f r om  t h e  F l i n t  pen s t r a n d  t o  t h e  a i r p o r t  m i t i g a t i o n  


p a r c e l  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  I know wh ich  one y o u ' r e  
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t a l k i n g  abou t .  


MR.  C A N G I A L O S I  : Yes. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  W i t h  t h e  r e d  d o t s .  


MR. C A N G I A L O S I :  w i t h  t h e  many r e d  d o t s  i n  t h e  


p a r c e l  I ' m  speak ing  o f ,  w i t h  t h e  many r e d  d o t s  


be low and many r e d  d o t s  above co r ksc rew  Farms, 


t h e r e  a r e  pan the rs  t h e r e .  


Look a t  t h e  l e a d  s t o r y  o f  t h e  ~ u g u s t  1 6 t h  


sunday News-Press newspaper. I'll h o l d  i t  up h e r e ,  


l e t  everybody see t h a t  i t  e x i s t s .  


T h i s  s t o r y  says --  i t  d e t a i l s  how d r i v e r s  on 


cor l tsc rew Road a r e  a1 ready  e x p e r i e n c i n g  c o n g e s t i o n .  


The a r t i c l e ' s  s u b t i t l e  i s ,  " E s t e r o ' s  main a r t e r y  


has become overburdened by  g row ing  p o p u l a t i o n  and 


development and i s  expec ted  t o  g e t  worse.  I, 


corksc rew Farms i s  p roceed ing  t h r o u g h  t h e  


p l a n n i n g  p rocess  as p a r t  o f  t h e  new env i r onmen ta l  


enhancement and p r e s e r v a t i o n  communi t ies  o v e r l a y .  


Approved by  t h e  Board o f  coun t y  Commissioners f o r  


w i  1  d ~ l  ue,  t h e  development a1 ready connected t o  t h e  


u r b a n i z e d  a r e a  o f  Lee County.  T h i s  same o v e r l a y  


has t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  i n v i t e  f u r t h e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  


development  t o  a  l a r g e  a r e a  o f  t h e  DR/GR a l o n g  


co rksc rew Road. Corkscrew Farms i s  a  p e r f e c t  


example o f  t h a t .  More w i l l  come i f  you do t h i s .  
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we f u r t h e r  n o t e  t h a t  285 r e s i d e n t s  o f  s o u t h  Lee 


coun t y  t o o k  t h e  t i m e  t o  w r i t e  coun t y  commiss ioners ,  


u r g i n g  them t o  d i s a p p r o v e  t h e  p rog ress  o f  co r ksc rew  


Farms t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  p l a n n i n g  p rocess .  Those 


l e t t e r s  went t o  a l l  o f  t h e  coun t y  Commissioners.  


T h e i r  reasons a r e  t h e  same as expressed i n  t h i s  


t e s t i m o n y ,  and I am p r o v i d i n g  a  copy o f  one such my 


l e t t e r  i n  my handouts  t o  you. They c a l l e d  o u t  


e s p e c i a l l y  unwanted sp raw l  as t h e  reasons f o r  t h e i r  


w r i t i n g .  


S O  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  


ESterO, ou r  members b e l i e v e  i t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t h a t  t h e  


s t u d i e s  a d d r e s s i n g  comprehensive and 


independen t  t r a n s  - -  excuse me, a d d r e s s i n g  


comprehensive and independen t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  


e n v i  ronmenta l  wa te r  and w i  1  d l  i f e  i s s u e s  be 


commissioned by t h e  coun t y  as soon as p o s s i b l e .  


They s h o u l d  be comple ted  b e f o r e  t h i s  a r e a  i s  


rezoned i n  o r d e r  t o  de te rm ine  how t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  


more t h a n  3,000 homes a t  co rksc rew Road, t h a t  


i n c l u d e s  1 ,100 f o r  w i l d s l u e ,  1,300 f o r  t h e  Farms, 


600 p o s s i b l y  f o r  cor l<screw C ross i ng ,  combined w i t h  


o t h e r  - -  t h e  o t h e r  4,900 homes on co rksc rew Road 


e a s t  o f  1-75 wou ld  a f f e c t  t r a f f i c  on t h a t  road .  


such a  s t u d y  w i l l  be a  b e t t e r  b a s i s  f o r  
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d e t e r m i n i n g  e q u i t a b l e  s h a r i n g  o f  c o s t s  f o r  


i m p r o v i n g  roadways b e f o r e  t h e y '  r e  b u i l t .  ~ p p r o v i  ng 


t h i s  r e z o n i n g  r e q u e s t  now i s  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  


p u t t i n g  t h e  c a r t  b e f o r e  t h e  ho r se .  


T h e r e f o r e ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  ECCL u rges  t h a t  


app rova l  o f  co rksc rew  arms' r e z o n i n g  r e q u e s t  be 


d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  can be comple ted  and 


cons ide red  and a  c l e a r  and e q u i t a b l e  p rocess  f o r  


p a y i n g  f o r  o b v i o u s l y  needed road  improvements i s  


de te rm ined .  


we a l s o  u rge  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  


h e a r i n g  p rocess  b e f o r e  p o s s i b l y  u n l e a s h i n g  t h e  


permanent damaging e f f e c t  o f  s p r a w l .  


Thank you. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Thank you.  And you have 


e x h i b i t s  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  e n t e r  i n  f o r  me? 


MR.  C A N G I A L O S I :  I do. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  I ' 11 c a l l  i t  ~ 0 l n p 0 s i  t e  


~ x h i b i t s ,  under  you r  name. 


MR. CANGIALOSI: T h a t ' s  f i n e .  


HEARING EXAMINER: I have t h e  a r t i c l e .  Yes? 


MR. C A N G I A L O S I :  You have t h e  news a r t i c l e .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER: R i g h t .  


M R .  C A N G I A L O S I :  YOU have t h e  f r o n t  page o f  t h e  


news a r t i c l e .  
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T h i s  i s  t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  was w r i t t e n  b y  285, i f  


you want t o  n o t e  t h a t .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  Okay. So i t ' s  t h e  same 


l e t t e r  and i t  was s i gned  b y  s e v e r a l  peop le?  


M R .  CANGIALOSI: N O .  I t  was i n d e p e n d e n t l y  s e n t  


by  2 8 5  peop le .  


HEARING EXAMINER: Bu t  t h e  c o n t e n t .  


MR.  C A N G I A L O S I :  IS p r e t t y  much --  t h e y  may 


have changed. I c a n ' t  v e r i f y  t h a t .  They may have 


changed. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  And t h i s  i s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  


w i t h  t h e  comprehensive p l a n  amendment? 


MR. CANGIALOSI: Uh-huh. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Okay. 


M R .  C A N G I A L O S I :  I d o n ' t  know i f  P a t t y  l e f t  


t h i s  w i t h  you, b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  f r o m  t h e  


v i l l a g e  o f  E s t e r o .  


H E A R I N G  E X A M I N E R :  I t  m i g h t  be i n  t h e r e .  I 


d i d n ' t  - -  I j u s t  grabbed a l l  h e r  s t u f f .  1 ' 1 1  t a k e  


t h a t  a l s o  f r om  you.  


MR.  CANGIALOSI: DO you want a w r i t t e n  copy o f  


what I s o r t  o f  t a l k e d  abou t  w i t h  comment? 


HEARING EXAMINER:  Are t h e s e  your  w r i t t e n  - -  


MR. CANGIALOSI : Yes. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  Thank you.  T h a t ' s  h e l p f u l  
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t o  me. 


MR.  C A N G I A L O S I :  Thank you v e r y  much. 


HEARING E X A M I N E R :  Thank you, and t hank  you f o r  


coming. 


MR.  CANGIALOSI: A p p r e c i a t e  i t .  


(w i t ness  excused.)  


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  We have s e v e r a l  


e x h i b i t s  t h a t  have been s u b m i t t e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  


w i t h  t h i s  w i t n e s s ,  and I ' m  c l i p p i n g  them t o g e t h e r  


as a compos i te  e x h i b i t .  You can come t a k e  a l o o k  


a t  i t  b e f o r e  we t a k e  - -  


( C a n g i a l o s i  Composite E x h i b i t  No. 1, 


Documents, was Rece ived i n  Ev idence. )  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: I s  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  t h e r e ?  I 


t r i e d  t o  p u l l  i t  up on my phone, b u t  1 c o u l d n ' t  g e t  


i t t o  down1 oad. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  Yeah, i t ' s  i n  h e r e .  


So you can mark what you wou ld  l i k e  c o p i e d  


and - -  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: okay .  


HEARING EXAMINER: I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  a l s o  a copy 


o f  t h a t  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  w i t h  t h e  wh i tehead  package. 


M S .  WHITEHEAD: Yes, t h e r e  i s .  


HEARING EXAMINER: Yes? 
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M S .  WHITEHEAD: Yes, ma'am. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  I s  t h e r e  any o t h e r  member o f  


t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  would l i k e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  t h i s  


a f t e r n o o n ?  


okay .  Then I ' m  g o i n g  t o  c l o s e  t h e  p u b l i c  i n p u t  


p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p roceed ing  and t a k e  i t  back f o r  


r e b u t t a l / c l o s i n g  by  s t a f f  and t h e  a p p l i c a n t ,  i f  


t h e y  w i s h  t o  p u t  any i n .  


~ t ' s  20 a f t e r  12:OO. we can t a k e  ou r  l u n c h  


b reak  now and resume w i t h  t h a t  o r  we can push 


f o r w a r d  and t a k e  a b reak  c l o s e r  t o  1 : O O .  


Take a break? You 'd  l i k e  t o  t a k e  a b reak?  


  hat's f i n e  w i t h  me. 


UNIDENTIFIED S P E A K E R :  O r  f i n i s h .  I t ' s  Up t o  


you. 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  A l l  r i g h t .  S O  why d o n ' t  we 


t a k e  l u n c h  now? ~ t ' s  l u n c h t i m e ,  r i g h t ?  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: I know t h e y  want t o  f i n i s h .  I 


want t o  t a l k  t o  them b e f o r e  we f i n i s h  and g e t  


o r g a n i z e d .  


UNIDENTIFIED S P E A K E R :  I Want t o  r e b u t  them 


w h i l e  t h e y ' r e  he re ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  reason I --  


HEARING E X A M I N E R :  Oh, okay .  They wou ld  l i k e  


an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  address  some o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  


t h a t  were r a i s e d  by  you d u r i n g  you r  - -  
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M S .  WHITEHEAD: I w i l l  be back a f t e r  l u n c h ,  


because 1 want answers t o  my q u e s t i o n s .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  F i n e .  So why d o n ' t  


we p l a n  t o  reconvene a t  - -  


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  R e b u t t a l ?  


M S .  WHITEHEAD: Can we r e b u t  you r  r e b u t t a l s ?  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER: N O .  P u b l i c  i n p u t  i s  c l o s e d  


a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  okay? 


we w i l l  b r eak  f o r  l u n c h  and we w i l l  come back  


a t  - -  why d o n ' t  we say 1 :35? T h a t ' l l  be an hour  


and 1 5  m inu tes .  


And we w i l l  l o c k  t h i s  room, so i f  y o u ' d  l i k e  t o  


j u s t  l e a v e  your  b e l o n g i n g s  i n  h e r e ,  we w i l l  make 


s u r e  t h a t  t h e  doors  a r e  secured so t h a t  you d o n ' t  


have t o  c a r r y  them w i t h  you.  


(Thereupon, a  l uncheon  recess  was t aken  a t  


1 2 : 2 1  p.m.) 
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SEPTEMBER 1 4 ,  2015 - AFTERNOON S E S S I O N  


1 :38  P . M .  


(Thereupon, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p roceed ings  were had:)  


H E A R I N G  E X A M I N E R :  ~ o o d  a f t e r n o o n .  We ' re  back  


on t h e  r e c o r d .  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  be f i n i s h i n g  up w i t h  


t h e  case o f  co rksc rew Farms. we have c l o s e d  p u b l i c  


i n p u t  and w e ' r e  ready f o r  r e b u t t a l  and c l o s i n g  


argument .  


MS. MONTGOMERY: The a p p l i c a n t  W O U ~ ~  r e c a l l  


shane Johnson. 


Thereupon, 


SHANE JOHNSON, 


a f t e r  h a v i n g  been p r e v i o u s l y  d u l y  sworn o r  a f f i r m e d ,  was 


examined and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s :  


DIRECT TESTIMONY 


MR.  JOHNSON: Shane Johnson f o r  t h e  r e c o r d .  


H E A R I N G  E X A M I N E R :  Good a f t e r n o o n .  Y o u ' r e  


under  o a t h .  


MR.  JOHNSON: Good a f t e r n o o n .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  


address  a  coup le  concerns  b r o u g h t  up - -  


e n v i  ronmenta l  concerns  b r o u g h t  up by Ms. ~ h i  t ehead  


and M r .  C a n g i a l o s i  , i n  no p a r t i c u l a r  o r d e r .  


F i r s t ,  I j u s t  want t o  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  


t h e r e  was a  men t ion  o f  o u r  c o n s u l t a n t  team 
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c o n c o c t i n g  t h i n g s  f o r  t h i s  h e a r i n g  and f o r  t h i s  - -  


t h i s  p r o c e s s .  I j u s t  wan t  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  I know 


f r o m  my p e r s o n a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  


i n d i  genous management p l a n  f o r  t h e  - -  i n d i  genous 


v e g e t a t i o n  management p l a n  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  i t  was 


n o t  j u s t  a  - -  n o t  a  c o n c o c t i o n  a t  a l l .  I t  was a  


v e r y  t h o u g h t - o v e r  and c a r e f u l l y - r e v i e w e d  p l a n  w i t h  


t h e  h e l p  o f  c o u n t y  s t a f f .  we met on numerous 


o c c a s i o n s ,  And i t  was a  document t h a t  I ' m  p r o u d  o f  


b e i n g  a  p a r t  o f ,  and v e r y  happy w i t h  w o r k i n g  w i t h  


c o u n t y  s t a f f  on t h a t  document.  


one o f  t h e  i s s u e s  b r o u g h t  up b y  M S .  w h i t e h e a d  


was t h e  n e t  l o s s  o f  s p e c i e s  h a b i t a t  on t h e  p r o j e c t .  


w e l l ,  t h r o u g h  my p r e s e n t a t i o n  and most  o f  t h e  


o t h e r  t e a m ' s  - -  team members' p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  t h a t ' s  


s i m p l y  n o t  t r u e .  A g a i n ,  w e ' r e  r e s t o r i n g  700 - -  


c l o s e  t o  750 a c r e s  o f  h a b i t a t  on t h i s  p r o j e c t  s i t e  


t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  so 110 o f  t h o s e  


a c r e s  i s  e x i s t i n g  v e g e t a t i o n .    he b a l a n c e  o f  t h a t ,  


g e t t i n g  t o  a l m o s t  750, i s  i n  c u r r e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  


o p e r a t i o n s .  Degraded p r o p e r t y .  I t ' s  h e a v i l y  - -  


h e a v i l y  f a rmed ,  c a t t l e  g r a z e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  So 


w e ' r e  r e s t o r i n g  t h a t  l a n d  back  t o  i n d i g e n o u s  


v e g e t a t i o n .  


so  i t ' s  a  f a l s e  s t a t e m e n t  t o  say  t h a t  w e ' r e  - -  
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t h e r e ' s  g o i n g  t o  be a  n e t  l o s s ,  n e t  l o s s  o f  s p e c i e s  


h a b i t a t  on t h i s  s i t e .  We're i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  h a b i t a t  


f o r  w i l d l i f e .  


The n e x t  concern  b r o u g h t  up was a n t i c i p a t e d  


i n c r e a s e  i n  w i l d l i f e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  and encoun te r s  


w i t h  t h e  p r o j e c t  r e s i d e n t s  once, you know, t h e  


deve lopment ' s  i n  p l a c e .  once t h e  deve lopment ' s  i n  


p l a c e ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  development ,  t h e r e  was a  concern  


abou t  i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  w i l d l i f e .  And I 


t h i n k  t h e r e  was an u n f a i r  compar ison made between 


t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  proposed p r o j e c t ,  and t h e    el la 


T e r r a  p r o j e c t  f u r t h e r  down west  on co r ksc rew  Road. 


Because, a g a i n  - -  and I ment ioned i n  my 


p r e s e n t a t i o n  on Wednesday --  t h a t  when   el la T e r r a  


went t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o j e c t  - -  t h e  p rocess  o f ,  you 


know, z o n i n g  and p e r m i t t i n g  and wha tno t ,  t h a t  


p reda ted  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a n d a r d  o f  h a v i n g  a  


h u m a n / w i l d l i f e  c o e x i s t e n c e  p l a n  i n  p l a c e .  And t h a t  


c o e x i s t e n c e  p l a n  has i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  i t  t h a t  i s  


produced by t h e  s t a t e  w i l d l i f e  agency, t h e  ~ l o r i d a  


F i s h  and w i l d l i f e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  Commission. Those 


a r e  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d  documents t h a t  t h e y  produce as 


i n f o r m a t i  on t h a t  t h e y  recommend on g i v i n g  t o  peop le  


t o  make them more i n f o r m e d  abou t  how t o  hand le  


w i l d l i f e  and w i l d l i f e - r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s .  
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And I met w i t h  FWC s t a f f  on many occas ions  on 


v a r i o u s  p r o j e c t  s i t e s ,  and t h e y ' v e  a lways  s a i d  one 


t h i n g .  T h i s  i s  t h e  l e a d  pan the r  b i o l o g i s t  f o r  Fwc. 


They s a i d  i t ' s  more o f  a  peop le  management i s s u e  


t h a n  i t  i s  w i l d l i f e  management. 


And t h r o u g h  t h e  human/wi 1  d l  i f e  c o e x i s t e n c e  p l a n  


t h a t ' s  proposed as a  component o f  t h e  p r o t e c t e d  


spec ies  management p l a n  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  has a  


h u m a n / w i l d l i f e  c o e x i s t e n c e  e lement  t o  i t .  I t  


a l l o w s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  by  FWC, 


i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h a t  i n t o  t h e  p l a n ,  t h a t ' s  t h e n  i n  


t u r n  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  r e s i d e n t s .  


A l s o  as p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o t e c t e d  spec ies  


management p l a n  t h a t  B e l l a  T e r r a  d i d n ' t  o f f e r  up 


d u r i n g  t h e i  r p rocess ,  t h e i  r development p rocess ,  


t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  proposed p r o j e c t ,  i s  


i n c o r p o r a t i n g  i n t o  t h e  p l a n  i s  t h e  w i l d l i f e  


d e t e r r e n t  t h a t  you see i n  orange h e r e .  


Aga in ,  t h i s  i s  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  


f ence ,  b u t  i t ' s  an e f f o r t  t o  d e t e r  l a r g e  w i l d l i f e  


spec i es  such as ~ l o r i d a  pan the r  and F l o r i d a  b l a c k  


b e a r ,  as w e l l  as F l o r i d a  pan the r  p r e y  s p e c i e s ,  


w h i t e t a i l  deer  and f e r a l  hog, f rom e n t e r i n g  t h e  


development  a rea .  


Aga in ,  t h e  f i n a l  d e s i g n  o f  t h i s  f ence  o r  
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s i m i l a r  s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  be de te rm ined  i n  c l o s e  


c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  FWC s t a f f ,  a g a i n ,  t h e  Lee w i l d l i f e  


agency a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l ,  and Lee coun t y  s t a f f ,  t o  


ensure  t h a t  w e ' r e  max im i z i ng  --  o r  m i n i m i z i n g  t h e  


p o t e n t i a l  f o r  w i l d l i f e  spec i es ,  l a r g e  mammals 


e n t e r i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t  s i t e  and t h e r e  b e i n g  t h a t  


h u m a n / w i l d l i f e  c o n f l i c t s .  


T h i s  map, aga in ,  i s  t h e  map i n  t h e  s t a f f  


r e p o r t .  T h i s  shows t h e  pan the r  t e l e m e t r y  coming 


down n o r t h  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  s i t e  t o  t h e  a i r p o r t  


m i  t i g a t i o n  1  ands, Corl<screw M i  t i g a t i o n  Bank, and 


down t h r o u g h  F l i n t  Pen S t r a n d  i n t o  t h e  CREW l a n d s .  


T h i s  was a  p a r t  o f  my p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  demons t ra te  


t h e r e ' s  v e r y  l i t t l e  pan the r  t e l e m e t r y  on t h e  


p r o j e c t  s i t e ,  and t h a t  d i r e c t l y  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  


f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  


  here's r e a l l y  no p a n t h e r  h a b i t a t  on t h e  p r o j e c t  


s i t e ;  and where t h e r e  i s  pan the r  h a b i t a t ,  i t ' s  


f ragmented and i t ' s  v e r y  sma l l  i n  n a t u r e .  


so t h e r e  was concern  b r o u g h t  up abou t  t h e  


p r o j e c t  l i m i t i n g  use by  t h e  F l o r i d a  p a n t h e r ,  


l i m i t i n g  - -  w i t h  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  development i n  


p l a c e ,  t h a t  would l i m i t  t h e  use o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  


pan the r  on t h e  s i t e .  w e l l ,  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  


c o n d i t i o n s  i t ' s  n o t  r e a l 1  y  b e i n g  u t i l i z e d ,  as 
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ev idenced  by  t h i s  map. 


S O  w i t h  750 ac res  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  enhancement 


and r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  we a n t i c i p a t e  


h a v i n g  i n c r e a s e d  u t i l i z a t i o n  b y  n o t  o n l y  t h e  


F l o r i d a  p a n t h e r ,  b u t  o t h e r  spec i es  such as t h e  


F l o r i d a  b l a c k  b e a r .  


There was a l s o  a  concern  b r o u g h t  up abou t  t h e  


p a n t h e r  r e a c h i n g  i t s  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  i n  South  


F l o r i d a .  W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  a  p r ime  example. I f  i t ' s  


r e a c h i n g  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y ,  t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  means 


t h a t  t h e r e ' s  n o t  enough h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  p a n t h e r .  


T h i s  p r o j e c t  i s ,  a g a i n ,  p r e s e r v i n g  , enhanc ing  , and 


r e s t o r i n g  c l o s e  t o  750 ac res  o f  h a b i t a t  t h a t  c o u l d  


p o t e n t i a l l y  be u t i l i z e d  by  t h e  F l o r i d a  pan the r  i n  


d i  r e c t  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  l a r g e - s c a l  e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  


1 ands. 


M S .  wh i tehead  had a  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n  abou t  t h e  


s i z e  t r e e s  t h a t  a r e  proposed f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  


a reas .  ~ n  o u r  management p l a n ,  aga in ,  t h a t  was 


c a r e f u l  1 y  rev iewed  w i t h  coun t y  e n v i  ronmenta l  s t a f f .  


I t  g i v e s  us t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  p l a n t  between 


t w o - f o o t  and f i v e - f o o t  t r e e s  ac ross  t h e  s i t e ,  so 


e s s e n t i a l l y  t h a t ' s  w h a t ' s  been approved.  T h a t ' s  


i n d u s t r y  s t a n d a r d  on many p r o j e c t s ,  n o t  j u s t  t h i s  


p r o j e c t .  B u t  we wanted t o  v a r y  t h e  h e i g h t s  o f  t h e  
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t r e e s  t o  g e t  s o r t  o f  a  - -  more o f  a  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  


i n  t h e  canopy, n o t  j u s t  one s i n g l e  h e i g h t  o f  t r e e .  


I n  f a c t ,  i n  my d e a l i n g s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  


c o n t r a c t o r s  t h a t ,  you know, a s s i s t  i n  imp lemen t i ng  


t h e  p r e s e r v e  a c t i v i t i e s  such as p l a n t i n g  


v e g e t a t i o n ,  I a lways  h e a r ,  t i m e  a f t e r  t i m e ,  t h e y  


encourage t h e  p l a n t i n g  o f  s m a l l e r  t r e e s  as opposed 


t o  l a r g e r  t r e e s ,  because l a r g e r  t r e e s  t e n d  t o  g e t  


r o o t  bound. They s i t  i n  t h e  c o n t a i n e r s  l o n g e r ,  


t h e i r  r o o t  systems g e t  mangled; and when t h e y  go i n  


t h e  ground and g e t  i n s t a l l e d ,  t h e y  have a  s l owe r  


g rowth  r a t e  compared t o  s m a l l e r  t r e e s ,  and 


sometimes t h e y  even have h i g h e r  m o r t a l i t y .  


There was a  few concerns  b r o u g h t  up by  


M r .  c a n g i a l o s i  I ' d  l i k e  t o  address .  I t h i n k  I ' v e  


addressed a  coup le  o f  them a l r e a d y .  


one o f  h i s  concerns  was t h e  p r o j e c t  s i t e  wou ld  


encourage t h e  c r o s s i n g  o f  co rksc rew Road by t h e  


p a n t h e r .  W e l l ,  you can see c u r r e n t l y ,  o b v i o u s l y ,  


t h e  p a n t h e r  i s  c r o s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  underpass 


t h a t ' s  c u r r e n t l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  under  co rksc rew i n  


t h i s  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e   lint Pen s t r a n d .  You can see 


as you go e a s t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  s i t e ,  t h e r e ' s  random 


t e l e m e t r y  a l s o  i n  t h i s  a rea ,  so t h e  pan the r  i s  


o b v i o u s l y  c u r r e n t l y  c r o s s i n g  co rksc rew ~ o a d .  
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So t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Corkscrew Farms i s  n o t  


a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  a l l  o f  a  sudden gene ra te  a d d i t i o n a l  


c r o s s i n g  a r e a  f o r  t h e  p a n t h e r .  I t ' s  a l r e a d y  


happen ing  i n  t hese  a reas  e a s t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  s i t e .  


Madam Hea r i ng  Examiner ,  you had a  q u e s t i o n  


r e g a r d i n g  f e r t i l i z e r s  i n  t h e  f low-way,  i f  t h e r e  was 


any a n t i c i p a t e d  use o f  f e r t i l i z e r s  i n  t h e  f l ow-way .  


Tha t  answer i s  no. B u t  what we do a n t i c i p a t e  i s  


t h e  use o f  h e r b i c i d e s  t o  c o n t r o l  e x o t i c  spec i es ,  


and t h a t ' s  p a r t  o f  o u r  management p l a n  f o r  t h e  


f l ow-ways .  


And ac ross  t h e  board ,  ac ross  t h e  s i t e ,  


ma in tenance has t o  be done as p a r t  o f  any 


management p l a n  t h a t ' s  p u t  i n  p l a c e  f o r  any p r o j e c t  


t h e s e  days t h a t  i n v o l v e s  e x o t i c  remova l ,  s o u t h  


F l o r i d a  i s  f u l l  o f  e x o t i c  p l a n t s ,  so t h e  use o f  


h e r b i c i d e  i n  t hose  f low-ways i s  a n t i c i p a t e d ;  b u t  


t h a t  h e r b i c i d e  w i l l  be t a r g e t e d  t o  s p e c i f i c  e x o t i c  


s p e c i e s .  And t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  know1 edgeabl e  


c o n t r a c t o r s  t h a t  a p p l y  t h a t  h e r b i c i d e ,  t h e y  have t o  


a b i d e  by  EPA s t anda rds  and use chemica ls  t h a t  a r e  


s a f e  t o  use i n  a q u a t i c  systems,  and t h i s  i s  done 


r o u t i n e 1  y  t h r o u g h o u t  South F l o r i d a .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: I have a  c o u p l e  q u e s t i o n s .  
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DIRECT E X A M I N A T I O N  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. P e t e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  


t h e r e  have been enough env i r onmen ta l  s t u d i e s  w i t h  t h a t  


b e f o r e  t h e  comprehensive p l a n  amendment was adopted and 


s t i l l ,  t h a t  we need more env i r onmen ta l  s t u d y .  I f  you 


know, has t h e r e  been e x t e n s i v e  env i r onmen ta l  s t u d i e s  o f  


t h i s  s i t e ?  


A. Yeah, one o f  t h e  s l i d e s  i n  my p r e s e n t a t i o n  


i n c l u d e d  a  l i s t  o f  f i e l d  work t h a t  had been conducted 


on t h e  p r o j e c t  s i t e ,  and i t  was e x t e n s i v e .  


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: MY q u e s t i o n  w a s n ' t  


r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  s i t e ,  i t  was r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  


DR/GR i n  g e n e r a l .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  I have a  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  


r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  s i t e .  I s  - -  c o u l d  you r e v i e w  


b r i e f l y  w i t h  me t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  schedu le ,  t h e  


phas ing  schedu le  - -  


MR.  JOHNSON: s u r e .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  - -  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  


program? 


MR.  JOHNSON: okay .  T h i s  p r e s e r v e  phase p l a n  


i s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  v e g e t a t i o n  management 


p l a n ,  and t h i s  i s  someth ing  we worked v e r y  


c o o p e r a t i v e 1  y  w i t h  e n v i  ronmenta l  s t a f f ,  t o  a l l  come 


MARTINA REPORTING SERVICES 
(239) 334-6545 



CAB Toshiba

Highlight







up w i t h  a  p l a n  t h a t  worked f o r  eve rybody .  And 


b a s i c a l l y  what  we came up w i t h  i s  two phases 


o v e r a l l ,  b u t  t h e r e  may be  sub phases w i t h i n  t h e s e  


phases. 


50 Phase 1 i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  a reas  t h a t  you  


see i n  g reen  h e r e  and a  p a r t  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  


t h e  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  a b u t s  c o r k s c r e w  M i t i g a t i o n  sank 


and - -  and t h e  a i r p o r t  m i t i g a t i o n  l a n d s  t o  t h e  


n o r t h .  S O ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  e x o t i c s  i n  e x i s t i n g  


v e g e t a t i v e  a reas  a c r o s s  t h e  s i t e  w i l l  be moved 


p r i o r  t o  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  subphase o f  


development  i n  Phase I. 


so what  t h a t  means i s  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has made 


t h e  commitment t o  a c r o s s  t h e  e n t i r e  s i t e  remove 


e x o t i c s  i n  e x i s t i n g  v e g e t a t e d  a r e a s .  T h a t  on1 y  


accoun ts  f o r  127 a c r e s  o f  t h e  t o t a l  749 a c r e s  o f  


p r e s e r v e  a r e a .  


SO t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  p l a n  --  o r  t h e  p r e s e r v e  base 


p l a n  t h a t  you see i s  p r i m a r i l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  


r e s t o r a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  The l a s t  b u l l e t  h e r e  w i l l  


e x p l a i n  how t h a t  w i l l  be done. 


Farm f i e l d  r e s t o r a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  w i  11 be 


comple ted  w i t h i n  seven y e a r s  o r  by c o m p l e t i o n  o f  


development  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  subphase i n  Phase 11, 


wh ichever  o c c u r s  f i  r s t .  
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so,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  developlnent - -  t h e  


a p p l i c a n t  has made a  commitment t o  c o m p l e t i n g  a l l  


o f  t h e  e x o t i c  removal i n i t i a l l y  as p a r t  o f  t h e  v e r y  


f i r s t  subphase i n  Phase I, and h a v i n g  t h e  e n t i  r e  


r e s t o r a t i o n  component done f o r  - -  t h e  e n t i r e  


p r o j e c t  done w i t h i n  seven yea rs  a t  t h e  maximum. 


~ u t  i f  t h e y  f i n i s h  t h e  l a s t  subphase o f  


development  - -  i f  t h e y  f i n i s h  t h e  l a s t  subphase o f  


development  i n  Phase 11 p r i o r  t o  seven y e a r s ,  t h e n  


t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  w i l l  be comple ted  by t h a t  t i m e .  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. YOU t a l k e d  abou t  t h e  f e n c i n g  f o r  w i l d l i f e .  I s  


t h a t  someth ing  s i m i l a r  t o  what you wou ld  see ac ross  


A l l i g a t o r  A l l e y  i n  te rms  o f  t h e  h e i g h t  o r  s i z e  o f  t h a t  


fence? 


A. ~ t ' s  s i m i l a r ,  yes .  


Q .  And back t o  t h a t  pan the r  t e l e m e t r y  s l i d e  i f  you 


would j u s t  a  second. 


The r e p o r t  t h a t  Ms. Whitehead p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  


Hea r i ng  Exall l iner t a l k e d  abou t  v a r i o u s  landscape c o v e r s  


t h a t  a r e  b e t t e r  h a b i t a t  f o r  p a n t h e r s  and i t  i n d i c a t e s  


t h a t  f o r e s t e d  we t l ands  i s  t h e  predominant  h a b i t a t  


u t i l i z e d  by p a n t h e r s .  1 s  t h a t  v e r i f i e d  o r  


s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s l i d e ?  


A .  yes ,  i t  i s .  
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Q.  And i n  t h a t ,  i t  s o r t  o f  has a  r a n k i n g  a l m o s t ,  


and a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  a r e  o n l y  two above urban l a n d s .  


IS t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  


A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  And expand ing  on t h a t  - -  


t h a t ' s  on Page 10 o f  1 8  o f  t h e  landscape  a n a l y s i s  o f  


a d u l t  ~ l o r i d a  pan the r  h a b i t a t  t h a t  M S .  wh i tehead  had 


a d m i t t e d  as an e x h i b i t .  


And expand ing  on t h a t ,  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  i t  


o u t l i n e s  r e l a t i v e  impo r t ance  o f  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  


h a b i t a t  t y p e s  f o r  t h e  F l o r i d a  p a n t h e r ,  and e s s e n t i a l l y  


i t  ranks  --  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s c a l e ,  i t  ranks  


a g r i c u l t u r e  a  l i t t l e  b i t  h i g h e r  t h a n  u rban .  


I b e l i e v e  M s .  wh i tehead  had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  


development o f  t h e  r e s i  d e n t i  a1 development - -  o r  excuse 


me, t h e  - -  l e t  me back up.  


~ g r i c u l t u r e  and u rban  a reas  a r e  ranked abou t  


t h e  same, a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  r e1  a t i v e  


impo r t ance  a n a l y s i s .  so Ms. wh i t ehead '  s  argument was 


t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  have a  more 


b e n e f i  c i a 1  e f f e c t  o r  more b e n e f i c i a l  impo r t ance ,  i f  you 


w i l l ,  t o  t h e  ~ l o r i d a  p a n t h e r .  w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  


case a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h i s  pape r .  


I n  f a c t ,  t o  Ms. Montgomery 's  p o i n t ,  i t  ranks  


f o r e s t e d  h a b i t a t s  as t h e  - -  as f a r  as t h e  r e l a t i v e  


impo r t ance  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  impo r t ance  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  
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p a n t h e r .  


And t h a t ' s  e s s e n t i a l l y  what  w e ' r e  d o i n g  h e r e  as 


p a r t  o f  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n .  The u p l a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n  


h a b i t a t s  a r e  t a r g e t e d  t o  be a  p i n e  f o r e s t  h a b i t a t .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: I d o n ' t  have any o t h e r  


q u e s t i o n s .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  I d o n ' t  have any o t h e r  


q u e s t i o n s .  Thank you ,  shane.  


MR.  JOHNSON: Thank you .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: We w o u l d  r e c a l l  M a t t  N o b l e .  


Thereupon,  


MATTHEW A .  NOBLE, 


a f t e r  h a v i n g  been p r e v i o u s l y  d u l y  sworn o r  a f f i r m e d ,  was 


examined and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s :  


D I R E C T  EXAMINATION 


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. M a t t ,  t h e r e  was some q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  o r  


d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  DR/GR,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  


d e n s i t y  r e d u c t i o n  p a r t ,  can  you  t e l l  us  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  


why t h e  d e n s i t y  r e d u c t i o n  was i n c l u d e d  as a  component 


o f  t h e  DR/GR? 


A .  w e l l ,  back  a b o u t  1990, 1989,  t h e r e  was a  


r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  


f u t u r e  l a n d  use map, how much p o p u l a t i o n  d i d  t h e  map 


accomniodate t h r o u g h  t h e  f u t u r e  l a n d  use map. Those 
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r equ i r emen ts  have now gone away. ~ u t  t h a t  whole i s s u e  


o f  t h e  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  map l e d  t o  t h e  d e n s i t y  


r e d u c t i o n  a n g l e  o f  t h e  c a t e g o r y .  ~ n d  1 know t h a t  i t  


was k i n d  o f  a  exacerba ted  --  o r  a  commiss ioner  who k i n d  


o f  f l i p p a n t l y  s a i d ,  w e l l ,  l e t ' s  j u s t  c a l l  i t  what i t  


i s ,  i t ' s  a  d e n s i t y  r e d u c t i o n .  


~t w a s n ' t  t h a t  t h e  coun t y  r e a l l y  wanted t o  do 


i t .  we wanted t o  have t h e  Lee P lan  found  t o  be i n  


compl iance w i t h  s t a t e  l a w .  And t h a t  was a l l  


accompl ished t h r o u g h  a  s t i p u l a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  agreement.  


So t h a t ' s  k i n d  o f  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  where t h e  c a t e g o r y  


came f rom.  I t  r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  Lee Coun ty ' s  t h o u g h t .  


T h i s  was someth ing t h a t  came o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  


s a t i s f y  a  s t a t e  r e q u i r e m e n t .  


Q. okay .  And i n  2011, when 163 was atuended and 


9-7-2 was e l i m i n a t e d ,  i s  t h a t  when p o p u l a t i o n  


accommodation was removed as a  r equ i r emen t?  


A. yes ,  i t  was. 


Q. And i s  DEO t h e  successor  agency t o  DCA? 


A .  Yes, i t  i s .  


Q. And t h e  p l a n  amendment i n  t h i s  case t h a t  a l l o w s  


t h i s  p r o j e c t  t o  move f o r w a r d ,  has t h a t  been rev iewed  by  


DEO and t h e  s t a t e  agenc ies? 


A. ~t c e r t a i n l y  has .  


Q .  And d i d  DEO o f f e r  any o b j e c t i o n s  i n  response t o  
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' t h e  t r a n s m i t t a l ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  t r a n s m i t t a l ?  


I 
A .  D i d  n o t .  


And I k i n d  o f  wanted t o  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  


what i s  u rban  s p r a w l ,  t o o .  


Q. Okay. 


A. I mean urban sp raw l  i s  d e f i n e d  by F l o r i d a  


s t a t u t e s ,  c h a p t e r  163.  And I can read  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n ,  


b u t  you c o u l d  f i n d  i t  f o r  y o u r s e l f ,  t o o ,  i n  163.  ~ t ' s  


t h e  l a s t  d e f i n i t i o n  under  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  s e c t i o n .  


u rban  sp raw l  means t h e  development p a t t e r n  


c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by l o w  d e n s i t y ,  au tomobi le -dependent  


development ,  w i t h  e i t h e r  a  s i n g l e  use o r  m u l t i p l e  uses 


t h a t  a r e  n o t  f u n c t i o n a l  1  y  r e1  a t e d ,  r e q u i  r i n g  t h e  


e x t e n s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  and s e r v i c e s  i n  an 


i n e f f i c i e n t  manner and f a i l i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  a  c l e a r  


s e p a r a t i o n  between u rban  and r u r a l  uses.  


NOW,  a1 so,  t h e  s t a t u t e s  c o n t a i n  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  


s p r a w l .  And i f  a  p l a n  amendment - -  t h i s  a l s o  I need t o  


say i s  weighed a t  p l a n  amendment t i m e .  And t h a t  k i n d  


o f  goes back t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  Neale had, d i d  any o f  t h e  


agenc ies ,  anybody i n v o l v e d  t h a t  l o o k s  a t  t h i s ,  d i d  t h e y  


f i n d  i t  t o  be sp raw l?  ~ n d  t h e  answer i s  no .  


s u t  t h e r e  a r e  i n d i c a t o r s .  And i f  t h e  p l a n  


amendment s a t i s f i e s  f o u r  o f  t h e  i n d i c a t o r s  o r  more, 


i t ' s  n o t  s p r a w l .  ~ n d  t h e  p r o j e c t  s a t i s f i e s  f o u r  o r  


- - 
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more o f  t h e  i n d i c a t o r s ,  and i t  i s  n o t  sp raw l  and i t  


h a s n ' t  been f ound  t o  be sp raw l  by  anybody t h a t  has 


s e r i o u s l y  l o o k e d  a t  t h i s  i s s u e .  


Q. The q u e s t i o n  abou t  open space and how i s  open 


space i s  d e f i n e d .  The 60 p e r c e n t  r equ i r emen t  i s  p a r t  


o f  t h a t  r e c e n t  p l a n  amendment, i s  i t  n o t ?  


A. ~t i s .  And I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  some c o n f u s i o n  by 


members o f  t h e  p u b l i c ,  perhaps.  There  was t h a t  


p a r e n t h e t i c a l  about  t h e  mine l a k e s .  Tha t  r e a l l y  was 


p u t  i n  t o  address  w i l d s l u e ,  because w i l d s l u e  had t h e  


mine l a k e s .  


The p r o j e c t  meets t h e  60 p e r c e n t .  The p r o j e c t  


exceeds t h e  60 p e r c e n t .  s u t  t h e  commitment i s  t h a t  t h e  


p r o j e c t  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  meet t h e  comp p l a n  r e q u i r e d  


amount o f  open space, 60 p e r c e n t .  


And 1 b e l i e v e  t h e  s t a f f ,  t h e y ' v e  done t h e i r  


e v a l u a t i o n  and t h e y  agree t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  meets t h e  


r e q u i r e d  amount o f  open space. 


Q. Are you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a  concept  c a l l e d  "smar t  


g rowth "?  


A. I c e r t a i n l y  am. 


Q. And how d i d  you become f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t  


concept?  


A .  w e l l ,  ~ ' m  a  p l a n n e r ,  so t h a t ' s  k i n d  o f  second 


n a t u r e  t o  a  p l a n n e r ,  and had a  l o t  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  t o o ,  
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w i t h  t h e  smar t  g row th  d i r e c t o r .  I t h i n k  p l a n n e r s  were 


t a l k i n g  abou t  smar t  g row th  b e f o r e  i t  was c a l l e d  smar t  


g rowth .  


Q. And so you were i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h a t  e f f o r t  i n  


Lee coun t y  as a  p l a n n e r  f o r  t h e  coun t y ,  c o r r e c t ?  


A. I was. 


Q .  D i d  you hear  Ms. Wh i tehead 's  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  she 


does n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  smar t  g rowth? 


A. Yes, and I do n o t  agree w i t h  t h a t .  


Q. Can you s t a t e  why? 


A. T h i s  i s  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t .  I t  i s  g o i n g  t o  


i n c r e a s e  t h e  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  a v a i l a b l e .  ~t c l u s t e r s  


t h e  development .  I t  d e a l s  w i t h  a l l  o f  i t s  i m p a c t s ,  


whether  i t ' s  u t i l i t y ,  roads ,  w i l d l i f e ,  and i n  a l l  cases 


i s  a  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t .  I t ' s  s o l v i n g  some u t i l i t y  i s s u e s  


f o r  t h e  community as a  who le .  ~ t ' s  a d d r e s s i n g  i t s  - -  


i t ' s  w i l l i n g  t o  pay i t s  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  share  o f  t r a f f i c  


i m p a c t s .  ~ t ' s  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  l a n d  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  


w i l d l i f e .  ~ t ' s  r e t u r n i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  a  more 


n a t u r a l ,  h i s t o r i c  h y d r o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n .  SO t h e r e ' s  


any number o f  reasons why I would  f i n d  i t  t o  be a  smar t  


t h i n g  t o  do. 


Q. Okay.   here was a q u e s t i o n  abou t  


c o m p a t i b i l i t y ,  and I know you went t h r o u g h  t h a t  


e x t e n s i v e l y  e a r l i e r ,  b u t  have you been i n v o l v e d  w i t h  a  


MARTINA REPORTING SERVICES 
(239) 334-6545 







z o n i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  f o r  a  


d i f f e r e n t  use,  where t h e  r e s i d e n t s  i n  Burgundy Farms 


and t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  showed up and expressed 


concerns  --  


A. yes .  


(I. - -  about  c o m p a t i b i l i t y ?  


A .  yes .  ~ ' m  v e r y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  p r o p e r t y .  


~ ' v e  been i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  when i t  was 


proposed t o  be a  mine.  I ' v e  been i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h i s  


p r o p e r t y  when i t  was proposed t o  be a  g o l f  cou rse .  Now 


I ' m  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  i t  w h i l e  i t ' s  - -  when i t ' s  b e i n g  


proposed t o  be a  r e s i d e n t i a l  use .  


I a l s o  would l i k e  t o  n o t e  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  have 


any ne ighbo rs  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  t e s t i f y  h e r e  t o d a y .  Tha t  


w a s n ' t  t h e  case i n  p r e v i o u s  cases.  You know, when t h e  


mine came f o r w a r d ,  t h e r e  were a  l o t  o f  r e s i d e n t s  h e r e  


t h a t  t e s t i f i e d  as t o  t h e i r  f e e l i n g  as t o  t h e  impac t  


t h a t  t h a t  use wou ld  have upon t h e i r  l i v e s  and t h e  


w i l d l i f e  and e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e ,  w a t e r ,  e f f e c t s  t o  t h e i r  


w e l l s ,  s e p t i c  systems, t h e  e f f e c t s  on t h e i r  f a rm  


an ima l s ,  t h e i r  hobby. YOU know, some peop le  have 


ho rses  o u t  i n  t h i s  a rea ,  t h a t  what t h a t  k i n d  o f  use 


wou ld  do t o  t h e i r  l i f e .  We d i d n ' t  have any o f  t h a t  i n  


t h i s  case.  


I t h i n k  t h a t  goes t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  


MARTINA REPORTING SERVICES 
(239) 334-6545 







r eques ted  use h e r e .  I t ' s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  


ne ighborhood.  You d o n ' t  f i n d  t h e  ne ighborhood t u r n i n g  


o u t  s a y i n g  woe i s  me, t h i s  i s  g o i n g  t o  be h o r r i b l e  f o r  


U S .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Thank you.  I d o n ' t  have any 


o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  


MR.  NOBLE: I would  l i k e  t o  add one t h i n g  - -  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: okay .  


MR.  NOBLE: - -  one t h i n g ,  as i t  came up,  wh i ch  


i s ,  you know, t h e  amount o f  s t u d i e s ,  do we need 


a d d i t i o n a l  s t u d i e s  f o r  t h i s  a rea .  


D u r i n g  t h e  DR/GR s t u d y  back i n  2008, i t  t o o k  an 


e n t i r e  s t u d y  t o  comp i l e  and sumlnarize what a r e  t h e  


ma jo r  recommendations f r om  a l l  o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  t h a t  


have been done. Tha t  was t h e  McLane s t u d y .  I t ' s  


a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e  on t h e  c o u n t y ' s  w e b s i t e .  ~t t o o k  


an e n t i  r e  s t u d y .  we c a l l e d  i t  t h e  s t u d y  o f  


s t u d i e s .  T h e r e ' s  been so much s t u d y i n g  o f  t h e  


DR/GR o v e r  t h e  l a s t  20 y e a r s .  A l o t  o f  s t u d i e s .  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. Based on t h a t ,  do you t h i n k  we need any more 


s t u d i e s  b e f o r e  t h i s  c o u l d  be approved? 


A. we p r e t t y  much know t h e  DR/GR i n s i d e  and o u t .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: Thank you.  


( w i t n e s s  excused.)  
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M S .  MONTGOMERY: Ron Ta lone .  


Thereupon, 


RON TALONE,  


a f t e r  h a v i n g  been p r e v i o u s l y  d u l y  sworn o r  a f f i r m e d ,  was 


examined and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s :  


MR.  TALONE: Good a f t e r n o o n .  


HEARING EXAMINER:   GOO^ a f t e r n o o n ,  Ron. 


DIRECT E X A M I N A T I O N  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. Ron, t h e r e  was a  q u e s t i o n  abou t  t h e  genes i s  o f  


t h e  1 ,600 and how t h a t  i n t e r r e l a t e s ,  $1,600 pe r  u n i t  


and how t h a t  i n t e r r e l a t e s  w i t h  t h e  road  impac t  f e e .  


can you e x p l a i n  t h a t ,  t h e  genes i s  o f  i t  and how t h a t  


was d e r i v e d ?  


A. yes .  when p o l i c y  3 3 . 3 . 4 . 2 . ~  was approved as 


p a r t  o f  t h e  comprehensive p l a n  amendment, t h e r e  was 


language i n  t h e r e ,  and I ' m  p a r a p h r a s i n g ,  t h a t  i f  


development precedes b e f o r e  t h e  p rop  share  i s  known, 


b e f o r e  t h e  s t u d i e s  a r e  comple ted  and t h e  p rop  share  i s  


known, t h a t  t h e  p rop  share  w i l l  n o t  exceed road  


impac t  - -  impac t  f e e s ,  p l u s  $1,600.  


And where d i d  t h a t  $1,600 come from? I t  was 


e s t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e  coun t y  s t a f f  based on an e s t i m a t e  


t h e y  had made o f  t h e  t r u e  c o s t  f o r  f o u r - l a n i n g  
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corksc rew Road, and t h a t  was e a s t  t o  B e l l a  T e r r a .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  And i s  t h a t  a l l o c a t i n g  - -  i s  


t h a t  some - -  


MR.  TALONE: N O ,  i t ' s  Cost  pe r  u n i t .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  - -  rough e s t i m a t e  o f  what 


t h e  p r o p  share  wou ld  be f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  1 ,600? 


M R .  TALONE: No. Tha t  was n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  


r e p r e s e n t  a  s p e c i f i c  p rop  share  e s t i m a t e  f o r  


co rksc rew Farms o r  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  W i l d B l u e  


' p r o j e c t s .  T h a t  was t h e  c o u n t y ' s  e s t i m a t e  t h a t  t h e y  


had d e r i v e d  p r e v i o u s l y  t o  e s t i m a t e  how much p e r  


u n i t  wou ld  need t o  be c o l l e c t e d  t o  f u n d  t h e  


f o u r - l a n i n g  o f  Corkscrew Road. And any o t h e r  


p a r t i c u l a r s ,  1 t h i n k  y o u ' d  have t o  ask t h e  coun t y  


s t a f f  t o  e x p l a i n .  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. And, Ron, t h a t  number -- co rksc rew  Road was 


o r i g i n a l l y  proposed t o  be f o u r - l a n e d ,  was i t  n o t ,  under  


t h e  CRSA? 


A. yes .  A S  I - -  do you want me t o  - -  go ahead. 


Q. w e l l ,  and t h e  o n l y  reason why i t ' s  n o t  


p r e s e n t l y  f o u r - l a n e d ,  as r unders tand  i t ,  i s  because 


t h e  r e s i d e n t s  showed up and s a i d  we d o n ' t  need i t  


f o u r - l a n e d  and we d o n ' t  want t o  pay f o r  t h e  


f o u r - l a n i n g .  
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A. okay .  


Q. Tha t  may be an i n c o r r e c t  summary, so - -  


A .  w e l l ,  l e t  me g i v e  you a  l i t t l e  background.  


Q. ~ l l  r i g h t y .  


A. okay .  AS I t e s t i f i e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  c o u n t y  


i n t e n d e d  t h i s  yea r ,  say,  t o  be t h e  source  o f  p r i v a t e  


f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  f o u r - l a n i n g  o f  co rksc rew Road e a s t  t o  


  he H a b i t a t ,  now B e l l a  T e r r a .  The assessment was 


implemented i n  1994, based on what was cons ide red  t o  be 


t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  assessment f e e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ;  b u t ,  


u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h a t  f e e  was n o t  a d j u s t e d  o v e r  t i m e  t o  


keep up w i t h  i n f l a t i o n ,  so t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  s t a r t e d  


f a l l i n g  f u r t h e r  and f u r t h e r  b e h i n d .  


TO r e c t i f y  t h a t ,  t h e  coun t y  came f o r w a r d  w i t h  


an e s t i m a t e  o f  what t h e  f e e  wou ld  need t o  be --  t h e  f e e  


i n c r e a s e  t h a t  wou ld  be needed t o  f u n d  t h a t  improvement .  


And i t ' s  illy u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  


r e s i d e n t s  a l o n g  t h e  c o r r i d o r  opposed any i n c r e a s e  and 


t h e  c o u n t y  o p t e d  t o  do s a f e t y  improvements w i t h  t h e  


a v a i l a b l e  funds ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n c r e a s e  t h e  funds  - -  o r  


t h e  f e e  assessment, t o  ach ieve  t h e  amount o f  d o l l a r s  


t h a t  i t  wou ld  t a k e  t o  a c t u a l l y  f o u r - l a n e  t h e  road .  


And, as we know, t h a t ' s  - -  t h o s e  s a f e t y  


improvements were made, b u t  t h a t  consumed t h e  a v a i l a b l e  


funds  and t h e y  were n o t  - -  unab le  t o  f o u r - l a n e  t h e  r o a d  
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and t h e  CRSA was a l l o w e d  t o  e x p i r e  a  s h o r t  t i m e  ago. 


M S .  MONTGOMERY: I d o n ' t  have any o t h e r  I 
i 


q u e s t i o n s .  I 
1 HEARING EXAMINER:   hank you.  I 


( w i t n e s s  excused.)  


- - - 


M S .  MONTGOMERY: D a v i d .  Dav id  Brown 


Thereupon, I 
D A V I D  BROWN, I 


a f t e r  h a v i n g  been p r e v i o u s l y  d u l y  sworn o r  a f f i r m e d ,  was 


examined and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s :  


MS.  MONTGOMERY: Madam Hea r i ng  Examiner ,  t h i s  


i s  a  p u b l i c  document; b u t  f o r  j u s t  ease o f  


f o l l o w i n g  t h e  law ,  I'll hand you t h e  w e l l  f i e l d  


p r o t e c t i o n  o r d i n a n c e .  I 
H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  Thank you. I 
T h i s  w i l l  be A p p l i c a n t  Exhi  b i t  someth ing .  I 


d o n ' t  know what w e ' r e  up t o  now. 


M S .  MONTGOMERY: s h o u l d  be e i g h t  by  now. I 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. M r .  Brown, C o n d i t i o n  10 o f  t h e  s t a f f  r e p o r t  


r e q u i r e s  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t o  comply w i t h  t h e  w e l l  f i e l d  


p r o t e c t i o n  o r d i n a n c e .  And t h e n  c o n d i t i o n  20 -1  says :  I 
some p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a r e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
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w e l l  f i e l d  p r o t e c t i o n  zone f o r  p u b l i c  w a t e r  s u p p l y .  


s t o r a g e ,  h a n d l i n g ,  use o f  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  


hazardous  o r  t o x i c  s u b s t a n c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  


zone have p o t e n t i  a1 f o r  c o n t a m i n a t i n g  p u b l i c  w a t e r  


s u p p l i e s .  


when 1 r e a d  t h a t ,  i t  makes i t  sound t o  me l i k e  


t h e r e  i s  an i m m i n e n t  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  w a t e r  s u p p l y .  


so can you  h e l p  me u n d e r s t a n d  w h i c h  zones,  i f  any,  o f  


t h e  w e l l  f i e l d  p r o t e c t i o n  o r d i n a n c e  a r e  a t  p l a y  on t h i s  


p r o p e r t y ?  


A. w e l l  f i e l d  p r o t e c t i o n  zones ,  i f  you  remember 


f r o m  one o f  my g r a p h i c s  t h a t  I had on Wednesday, 3 and 


4, w h i c h  i s  t h e  t e n - y e a r  and t h e  f i v e - y e a r  t r a v e l  t i m e s  


t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  c o v e r  t h e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n ,  so  


t h a t ' s  - -  t h o s e  a r e  t h e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  w e l l  f i e l d  


p r o t e c t i o n  o r d i n a n c e  t h a t  c o v e r  t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  


p roposed  deve lopmen t .  


s u t  as p a r t  o f  t h a t ,  as we s a i d ,  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  


have t h i s  enhanced l a k e  management p l a n .  And, a g a i n ,  


as w e ' v e  o f f e r e d  t o  c o u n t y  s t a f f ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be no use ,  


no h a n d l i n g ,  no p r o d u c t i o n  o r  s t o r a g e  o f  r e g u l a t e d  


subs tances  i n  q u a n t i t i e s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h o s e  s e t  f o r t h  


i n  s e c t i o n  14-208.  


so,  a g a i n ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  w o u l d  be u s i n g  


h e r b i c i d e s  o r  p e s t i c i d e s ,  f e r t i l i z e r ,  n e m a t i c i d e s ,  
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t h o s e  a l l  have t o  be c e r t i f i e d  t h r o u g h  Lee c o u n t y .  S O  


you have c e r t i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  a r e  - -  t h o s e  were 


t h e  peop le  t h a t  a r e  d o i n g  i t .  T h e y ' r e  t h e  ones t h a t  


a r e  r e g u l a t e d  and have and c o n t r o l  t hese  subs tances .  


okay? T h e y ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  s t o r e  them on s i t e ,  t h e y ' r e  


n o t  g o i n g  t o  use --  t h e y ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  do t h e i r  own 


worl<. They have t o  have t h e s e  c e r t i f i e d  c o n t r a c t o r s  


come i n  t o  do t h i s  work so  t h a t  i t ' s  a p p l i e d  p r o p e r l y ,  


so i t ' s  managed p r o p e r l y ,  and so t h e r e  i s  no s t o r a g e  o f  


t hese  compounds on s i t e ,  


Q.  Okay. So i f  1 l o o k  a t  p r o t e c t i o n  zone 3 on 


Page 1 4  o f  t h e  o rd i nance  and i t  t a l k s  abou t  t h i n g s  t h a t  


a r e  p r o h i b i t e d  and one o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  i s  t h e  use,  


hand1 i ng, p r o d u c t i o n ,  o r  s t o r a g e  o f  r e g u l a t e d  


substances,  i s  t h a t  t h e  s e c t i o n  you j u s t  r e f e r r e d  t o ?  


A. yes,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  


Q .  And t h e n  i f  I l o o k  a t  B ,  t h e  n e x t  pa rag raph ,  i t  


says "waste wa te r  e f f l u e n t  d i s p o s a l  . "  Are we d o i n g  


a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  here? 


A .  NO.  


Q. The n e x t  one i s  1 i q u i d  waste d i s p o s a l  . A re  we 


d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  here? 


A. NO.  


Q.  How abou t  s o l i d  waste d i s p o s a l ?  


A. N O .  
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Q. And t h e n  i t  goes on t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  s t o rm  wa te r  


o r  s u r f a c e  w a t e r  d i s c h a r g e  w i t h i n  t h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  zone 


must conform t o  e x i s t i n g  South F l o r i d a  Water Management 


D i s t r i c t  and s t a t e  Depar tment  o f  Env i ronmenta l  


P r o t e c t i o n  r u l e s .  A re  we g o i n g  t o  have t o  comply w i t h  


t hose  r u l e s ?  


A. A b s o l u t e l y .  


Q.  HOW do you know t h a t ?  


A.  You canno t  g e t  you r  ERP w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  and 


comp ly ing  w i t h  t h o s e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  Tha t  i s  p a r t  o f  t h a t  


ERP p e r m i t ,  env i r onmen ta l  r esou rce  p e r m i t .  


Q. And t h e n  t h e r e ' s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  s a n i t a r y  hazards  


zone. what i s  t h a t ?  


A. Genera l  1  y ,  s a n i t a r y  hazards  l o o k  a t  m i c r o b i  a1 


c o n t a m i n a t i o n ,  okay? E .  c o l i  , f e c a l  c o l i f o r m .  Those 


a r e  s a n i t a r y  hazards .  


Q .  Okay. How i s  t h a t  r e g u l a t e d  under  t h e  


o rd i nance?  


w e l l ,  t h e  way I read  i t ,  i t  says:  s a n i t a r y  


hazards  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d  w i t h i n  a  hund red - f oo t  r a d i u s  


around e x i s t i n g  o r  proposed p u b l i c  w a t e r  s u p p l y  w e l l .  


T h a t ' s  on page 1 5  a t  t h e  bo t tom.  


S O ,  a r e  we g o i n g  t o  have a  s a n i t a r y  hazard  


w i t h i n  a  hundred f e e t  o f  any o f  t h e  w e l l s ?  


A .  N O .  A S  you know, we have a  s e v e r a l  
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h u n d r e d - f o o t  se tback  o f f  t h a t  and away f r om  t h e  w e l l s ,  


so no. 


Q. SO one o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  under  t h e  s t a f f ' s  


c o n d i t i o n  20 t a l k s  abou t  s a n i t a r y  hazards  and made i t  


seem l i k e  i t  was a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  


when i n  f a c t  we d o n ' t  have any s a n i t a r y  hazards  and we 


d o n ' t  have any w i t h i n  a  hundred f e e t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  


A .  C o r r e c t .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  what  c o n d i t i o n  i s  t h a t ?  


MR.  BROWN: T r y i n g  t o  f i n d  i t .  


MS. MONTGOMERY: 21(e)? 


MR.  NOBLE: N ine teen  o r  20, depending on wh ich  


v e r s i o n .  


HEARING EXAMINER: NO. what subparagraph,  


though? I j u s t  want t o  f i n d  i t .  


And what s u b s e c t i o n  i s  t h a t ?  


MS. MONTGOMERY: W e l l ,  (i) i s  t h e  one t h a t  


t a l k s  abou t  t h e s e  s t o r a g e  o f  t o x i c  subs tances ,  


wh ich  w e ' r e  n o t  d o i n g .  And - -  and t h e n  (m) i s  t h e  


one t h a t  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  s a n i t a r y  hazards ,  and we 


recommend t h e  d e l e t i o n  o f  t h a t .  The reason we 


recommended d e l e t i o n  i s  because i t ' s  n o t  


app l  i cab1 e .  


And we d o n ' t  - -  a n y t h i n g  i n  20 t h a t  r e i t e r a t e s  


i n  some f o rm  w h a t ' s  a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  w e l l  f i e l d  


MARTINA REPORTING SERVICES 
(239) 334-6545 







I p r o t e c t i o n  zone o r d i n a n c e  t o  us seems l i k e  a  I 
redundancy and unnecessary .  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. y o u ' r e  t h e  e x p e r t ,  though.  would you ag ree  


w i t h  t h a t ?  


A .  Yeah. I f  you agree t o  and ab ide  by  and a r e  


r e g u l a t e d  by  t h e  w e l l  f i e l d  o rd i nance ,  t hese  t h i n g s  a r e  


covered ,  c o r r e c t .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: So, I d o n ' t  have any o t h e r  


q u e s t i o n s .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  P l u s  t h e r e  i s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  be 


any ongo ing  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y ,  o r  i s  t h a t  g o i n g  


t o  be phased o u t ?  I s  i t  b e i n g  phased o u t ?  


M R .  BROWN: Tha t  i s  phased o u t .  I mean I -- 


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  How q u i c k l y  - -  


MR.  BROWN: - -  Wednesday t h a t  - -  and we t a l k e d  


w i t h  coun t y  s t a f f  if, when t h i n g s  move f o r w a r d ,  


t h e r e  may be a  c r o p  i n  t h e  ground a t  t h a t  moment. 


we were g o i n g  t o  l e t  t h a t  guy f i n i s h ,  b u t  t h e n  h e ' s  


phased o u t .  SO b a s i c a l l y  v e r y ,  v e r y ,  v e r y  q u i c k l y  


a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  cease on t h e  s i t e .  I 
HEARING EXAMINER:  SO many o f  t hese  substances I 


t h a t  a r e  covered by t h e  o rd i nance  a r e  no l o n g e r  I 
g o i n g  t o  be p r e s e n t  on t h e  s i t e  a t  a l l ?  I 


M R .  BROWN: C o r r e c t .  T h e y ' l l  be - -  r i g h t .  I 
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~ t ' l l  be - -  t h e s e  substances a r e  r e g u l a t e d .  ~ t ' s  


g r a n d f a t h e r e d  down as an a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n .  


when you make t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  t o  t h i s  


zon ing ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  r e g u l a t e d  a t  t h a t  


p o i n t .  


HEARING EXAMINER: And y o u ' l l  need l e s s  o f  them 


because y o u ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  be f a r m i n g ,  c o r r e c t ?  


MR. BROWN: T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. W e l l ,  M r .  Brown, i f  you wou ld  r e f e r  t o  Page 7 ,  


p l ease ,  under  s p e c i a l  exempt ions ,  and i t  t a l k s  abou t  I 
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  r e g u l a t e d  substances such as 


p e s t i c i d e s ,  h e r b i c i d e s ,  f u n g i c i d e s ,  r o d e n t i c i d e s ,  i n  


r e c r e a t i o n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a reas  a r e  exempt, p r o v i d e d  


t h a t  - -  and you l o o k  down a t  (c)  and i t  t a l k s  abou t  t h e  


f a c t  t h a t  i f  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  a p p l i e d  by a  c e r t i f i e d  


o p e r a t o r ,  t h e n  i t ' s  n o t  a  p rob lem.  I s  t h a t  what you 


were t a l k i n g  abou t  - -  


A. Yeah. 


Q. - -  e a r l i e r ?  


A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  


HEARING EXAMINER: okay .  Thank you.  


( w i t n e s s  excused.)  


- - - 


MS.  MONTGOMERY: Ray B l a c k s m i t h .  


MARTINA REPORTING SERVICES 
(239) 334-6545 







1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


2 3 


24 


\ 25 


(239) 334-6545 


341 


Thereupon, 


RAY B L A C K S M I T H ,  


a f t e r  h a v i n g  been p r e v i o u s l y  d u l y  sworn o r  a f f i r m e d ,  was 


examined and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s :  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: I ' m  g o i n g  t o  hand you a  


document, k i n d  o f  i n  keep ing  w i t h  t h a t  l a s t  t o p i c .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  A p p l i c a n t  E x h i b i t  9 .  


( A p p l i c a n t  Exh i  b i t  No. 9 ,  ~ a k e  


Management/Mai n tenance P l  an, was ~ e c e i v e d  i n  


Ev idence. )  


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY MS.  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. M r .  s l a c k s m i t h ,  can you t e l l  us what t h a t  


document i s ?  


A. T h i s  i s  a  r eco rded  copy o f  t h e  covenant  t o  


c r e a t e  an enhanced l a k e  management/maintenance p l a n  


t h a t  I was r e q u i r e d  t o  c r e a t e  w i t h  o u r  co rksc rew sho res  


development .  


Q. why i s  t h a t  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ?  


A. T h i s  document i s  g o i n g  t o  be a  somewhat 


t e m p l a t e  t o  what I w i l l  need t o  p r o v i d e  t o  Lee c o u n t y  


f o r  co rksc rew Farms. 


Q. SO i n  t h a t  document i t  r e q u i r e s  you t o  have a  


c e n t r a l  c e r t i f i e d  person who a p p l i e s  a l l  t h e  


f e r t i l i z e r s  and t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g ?  
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A .  R i g h t .  The --  c o r k s c r e w  Farms w i l l  p r o h i b i t  


t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l o t  owners f r o m  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e i r  own 


i n d i v i d u a l  l o t s .  ~t has t o  be pe r fo rmed  b y  t h e  


homeowners a s s o c i a t i o n  and o v e r s e e i n g  and c o n t r a c t e d  b y  


t h e  homeowners a s s o c i a t i o n ,  and o n l y  c e r t i f i e d  


a p p l i c a t o r s  o r  vendors  can u t i l i z e  f e r t i l i z e r s  on t h i s  


on t h e  p r o p e r t y .  


Q.  And t o  t h a t  end, i s  t h e r e  a  s t o r a g e  shed o r  


someth ing  where t h o s e  vendors  a r e  g o i n g  t o  s t o r e  


m a t e r i a l s  on t h i s  s i t e ?  


A. No. There  w i l l  be no s t o r a g e  o f  any t y p e  o f  


c h e m i c a l s  on t h i s  s i t e .  


Q. 1 n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  - -  we saw e a r l i e r  t h e  


a m e n i t y  c e n t e r ,  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a  p o o l .  w i l l  t h e r e  be any 


s t o r a g e  o f  c h l o r i n e  o r  o t h e r  c h e m i c a l s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  


t h e  p o o l s ?  


A .  N O ,  t h e r e  w i l l  n o t  be .  


Q. How w i l l  t h a t  be a p p l i e d ?  


A. t gain, t h e  homeowners a s s o c i a t i o n  wou ld  h i  r e  a  


vendor ,  a  p o o l  c o n t r a c t o r ,  t o  come o u t  on some t i m e 1  y  


manner t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  p o o l ,  and he wou ld  b r i n g  


wha teve r  equipment  he wou ld  need t o  t h e  s i t e  and t h e n  


l e a v e  w i t h  i t .  


Q and t h e r e ' s  a l s o  a  c e n t r a l i z e d  i r r i g a t i o n .  s o ,  


w i l l  any o f  y o u r  r e s i d e n t s  be a b l e  t o  go f l i p  t h e  
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s w i t c h  and t u r n  t h e  pumps on and i r r i g a t e  a l l  n i g h t  i n  


t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a  r a i n s t o r m ?  


A. They w i l l  n o t  be p e r m i t t e d  t o  do so.  T h a t ' s  


one o f  t h e  r equ i r emen ts  by  Lee County,  and t h a t  i s  


a l s o  - -  t h a t  w i l l  a l s o  be d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  homeowners 


a s s o c i a t i o n  documents, wh ich  w i  11 be r eco rded .  


Q. S O ,  does t h a t  i n v o l v e  sensors  and e n s u r i n g ,  


b a s i c a l l y ,  t h a t  t h e  l e a s t  amount o f  i r r i g a t i o n  w a t e r  i s  


used? 


A. Tha t  i s  i t s  i n t e n t .  


Q .  I know t h e r e ' s  o t h e r  t h i n g s  you r  l i s t .  ~ u t  you 


have my l i s t .  


A p r i l  had a  q u e s t i o n .  she was concerned abou t  


t h e  66 p e r c e n t ,  and she gave us t h e  acreage.  Because 


we have a  c o n d i t i o n  where we have expressed concern  


about  t h e  66 p e r c e n t  because we h a v e n ' t  gone t h r o u g h  


t h e  p e r m i t t i n g  p rocess .  can you respond t o  t h a t ?  


A. s u r e .  My eng inee r ,  Ba r raco  and A s s o c i a t e s ,  had 


t h e i r  l a n d  p l a n n e r  do t h e  --  p repa re  t h e  MCP p l a n ,  t o  


do t h e  concep tua l  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  and w i t h  


t h a t  t h e  - -  t h e  p l a n  des igned t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n  i n  two 


sepa ra te  pods w i t h  l a k e s  and l o t s  and t h e  s t r e e t  


1 ayou t  . 
NOW t h i s  work i s  done by t h e  l a n d  p l a n n e r .  The 


n e x t  s t e p  a f t e r  zon ing ,  t y p i c a l l y  i t  goes i n t o  t h e  
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a c t u a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  phase o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  where t h e  s to r tn  


wa te r  management g e t s  des igned .  


NOW,  what  may occu r  f r o m  t h i s  p o i n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  


s t o rm  wa te r  management d e s i g n  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  l a k e s  t h a t  


t h e  l a n d  p l a n n e r  had shown on t h e  MCP p l a n ,  t h e y  may 


g e t  l a r g e r  o r  t h e y  may g e t  somewhat s m a l l e r  t o  be a b l e  


t o  conform and comply w i t h  t h e  s t o rm  wa te r  management 


f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  ~ n d  s i n c e  t h e  l a k e s  on t h e  p r o j e c t  


a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  open space, t h a t  open space may g e t  


l a r g e r  o r  may g e t  s m a l l e r .  


The minimum requ i r emen t  by  Lee County i s  


60 p e r c e n t .  My c u r r e n t  MCP p l a n  shows t h a t  I ' v e  g o t  


66 p e r c e n t  i n  open space. When t h e  des i gn  o f  t h e  


s u b d i v i s i o n  i s  done, t h a t  open space may end up b e i n g  


67 p e r c e n t  o r  i t  may end up b e i n g  65 p e r c e n t ,  depend ing  


on t h e  --  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  Bu t  t h e  f l o o r  i s  60 p e r c e n t  


pu r suan t  t o  t h e  comp p l a n  amendment. I unde rs tand  


t h a t .  


MR.  BLACKSMITH: Thank YOU.  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q.  we hea rd  e a r l i e r  t oday  t h a t  t h e r e  was concerns  


expressed abou t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .   id   he Conservancy,  


as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s  o f  you r  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  l oo l<  a t  


t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s s u e  a t  a l l ?  
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A. The conservancy  o f  sou thwes t  F l o r i d a ?  


Q .  yes .  


A. we1 1 ,  I know The Conservancy h i  r e d  an o u t s i d e  


t h i r d - p a r t y  c o n s u l t a n t ,  an e n g i n e e r ,  t o  t a k e  a  l o o k  a t  


t h e  d a t a  t h a t  was s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  coun t y  as f a r  as o u r  


wa te r  q u a l i t y  and wa te r  q u a n t i t y ;  and t h a t  t h i  r d - p a r t y  


c o n s u l t a n t  p r o v i d e d  a  l e t t e r ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  The 


Conservancy p r o v i d e d  as an e x h i b i t  t o  you, Madam 


Hea r i ng  Examiner,  t h a t  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y ,  


t h e  t h i r d - p a r t y  c o n s u l t a n t ,  f e l t  t h a t  ou r  p r o j e c t  


i n c r e a s e d  o r  b e t t e r e d  t h e  wa te r  q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i t y  o f  


t h e  p r o j e c t  and how i t  s i t s  t oday  


Q, I t h i n k  t h e r e  m i g h t  have been r a i s e d  a  q u e s t i o n  


as t o  whether  o r  n o t  t h e r e  c o u l d  be p o t e n t i a l  f l o o d i n g  


o f  Burgundy Farms. I n  you r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  d e s i g n  


o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  i s  t h e r e  a  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  caus i ng  


f l o o d i n g  t o  Burgundy Farms? 


A. NO, t h e r e ' s  n o t .  And t h e r e ' s  a  c o n d i t i o n  i n  


t h e  - -  f r om  t h e  coun t y  t h a t  p r o h i b i t s  me f r om  f l o o d i n g  


s u r r o u n d i n g  p r o p e r t i e s .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  Any worse t h a n  i t  i s  now, 


r i g h t ?  Because t h e y ' r e  a1 ready f l o o d e d .  


M R .  BLACKSMITH: Any worse t h a n  i t  i s  now. 


And, Madam Hea r i ng  Examiner,  once we open up 


some p o r t i o n s  o f  t h a t  berm, a  l o t  o f  t h a t  w a t e r  
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t h a t ' s  b e i n g  r e d i r e c t e d  --  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  R i g h t .  


MR.  BLACKSMITH: - -  w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  o f  . . .  
One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  ADA E n g i n e e r i n g  had 


ment ioned t o  A p r i l  O lson and she had c a l l e d  me, 


was, you know, do I have - -  i s  t h e r e  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  


t h a t  t h i s  s u b d i v i s i o n  c o u l d  f l o o d  Burgundy Farms? 


And I t h i n k  ADA E n g i n e e r i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  d i d  n o t  


p i c k  up on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I ' m  d o i n g  t h e  f l ow-way  


r i g h t  h e r e .  He was concerned t h a t  w a t e r  f r o m  h e r e  


wou ld  go d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s ,  and t h a t ' s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  


f r o m  o u r  d e s i g n .  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. M S .  o l s o n  a l s o  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  w i l d l i f e  f e n c e  on 


t h e  n o r t h  and on t h e  e a s t  and s a i d  she t h o u g h t  t h e  


f e n c e  s h o u l d  be more e x t e n s i v e ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  y o u ' r e  


s t i l l  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  agenc ies  on t h a t ;  i s  t h a t  


c o r r e c t ?  


A. T h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  


one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  we've f o u n d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  i s  


once we move beyond t h e  r e z o n i n g  phase and g e t  i n t o  t h e  


d e s i g n ,  I ' v e  g o t  t o  comply w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  Lee 


County ,  w i t h  t h e  Army c o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s ,  w i t h  s o u t h  


F l o r i d a  Water Management, and a l s o  U . S .  F i s h  and 


w i l d l i f e  s e r v i c e .  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a l l  f o u r  o f  t h o s e  
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agenc ies  d o n ' t  p l a y  by  t h e  --  t h e y  d o n ' t  u t i l i z e  t h e  


same r e g u l a t i o n s .  


so ,  1'11 meet w i t h  a l l  o f  them and w e ' l l  hash 


o u t  what i s  t h e  b e s t  p lacement  f o r  t h a t  f ence  under  t h e  


s t r i c t e s t  g u i d e l i n e s ,  and t h e n  1'11 f o l l o w  up w i t h  Lee 


coun t y  and w e ' l l  m o d i f y  o u r  p l a n .  


Q. The Hea r i ng  ~ x a m i n e r  d i d  have a  q u e s t i o n ,  as 


w e l l ,  abou t  t h e  HOA and t h e  i s s u e  we j u s t  d i s cussed  i n  


r e g a r d  t o  landscape main tenance,  f e r t i l i z e r ,  


i r r i g a t i o n .  IS t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  you wanted t o  add 


t o  how t h a t  a c t u a l l y  happens and whether  i t  works? 


A. we 've  done - -  t h e  same requ i r emen ts  t h a t  a r e  


b e i n g  p l a c e d  on us on co rksc rew Farms i s  what we 've  


done i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  


o f  yea rs  a t  The Preserve  a t  co r ksc rew ,  and t h e n  more 


p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  Corkscrew shores ,  and t h o s e  


r e q u i  renients a r e  a l l  w o r k i n g .  


And a t  co rksc rew shores ,  wh ich  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  


t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  t h e r e ' s  m o n i t o r i n g  w e l l s  t h a t  a r e  


necessary ,  t h e r e ' s  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on f e r t i l i z i n g  and on 


c e n t r a l i z e d  i r r i g a t i o n ,  s i m i l a r  t o  what we ' r e  g o i n g  t o  


do h e r e ,  and t h o s e  a r e  a l l  w o r k i n g  and w e ' r e  r e p o r t i n g  


d a t a  t o  Lee County c u r r e n t l y .  


HEARING EXAMINER: Okay. SO i s  co r ksc rew  


shores  t h e  one t h a t ' s  t h e  f o rme r  mine s i t e  o r  was 
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t h a t  a  fo rmer  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s i t e ?  


MR.  B L A C K S M I T H :  I t ' s  t h e  f o r m e r  mine s i t e ,  and 


i t ' s  j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  and a b u t t i n g  Bells T e r r a .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q. And development i n  t h a t  i n s t a n c e  i s  c l o s e r  t o  


t h e  w e l l s ;  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  


A. Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t .  The Lee County w e l l  f i e l d  i s  


w i t h i n  l i k e  150 f e e t  f r o m  t h e  r e a r  p r o p e r t y  l i n e  o f  o u r  


l o t s .  And as you can see i n  ou r  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  o u r  l o t s  


a r e  i n  excess o f  400 f e e t  f r o m  t h e  w e l l  f i e l d .  


0. And i n  t h a t  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  m i n i n g  1  ake,  because 


o f  i t s  dep th ,  i t  a c t u a l l y  d i d  go t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n f i n i n g  


l a y e r .  


A. Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t .  The l a k e ,  we have been t o l d ,  


a t  co rksc rew shores  i s  anywhere f r om  60 t o  70 f e e t  


deep; whereas, t h e  l a k e s  on t h i s  s i t e  t h a t  w e ' l l  be 


e x c a v a t i n g  w i l l  be no more t h a n  20 f e e t ,  And t h e  s o i l  


b o r i n g s  t h a t  we 've  o b t a i n e d  on t h e  s i t e  show t h a t  


e x t r e m e l y  h a r d  l i t nes tone  i s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  2 0 - f o o t  


l e v e l ,  and I c a n ' t  b reach  t h a t .  


Q .  D u r i n g  you r  i n i t i a l  t e s t i m o n y  you t a l k e d  abou t  


some --  and M r .  Ta lone  t a l k e d  abou t  some, t o o  - -  some 


o p e r a t i o n a l  o r  s a f e t y  improvements t h a t  you f e l t  l i k e  


you wou ld  l i k e  t o  do based on you r  mee t ings  w i t h  t h e  
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r e s i d e n t s .  And M r .  P r i c e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  


s u p p o r t  t hose ,  because t h e y ' r e  improvements t h a t ,  i f  


t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  happen, somebody e l s e  s h o u l d  do. Do 


you have a response t o  t h a t ?  


A. Aga in ,  d u r i n g  my p r e s e n t a t i o n  on Wednesday, I 


expressed t h e  - -  t h a t  we have met w i t h  homeowners i n  


a l l  o f  t h o s e  developments,  and one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  


i s s u e s  t h a t  t h e y  p resen ted  t o  us was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  


have d i f f i c u l t y  g e t t i n g  i n  and o u t  o f  t h e i r  


development . 
H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  R i g h t .  I j u s t  want you a l l  


t o  unde rs tand  t h a t  t h e  l e g a l i t i e s  o f  what you g e t  


c r e d i t  f o r  and d o n ' t  g e t  c r e d i t  f o r  i s  n o t  w i t h i n  


my p u r v i e w .  T h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  be governed by  t h e  


Land Development code and t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  impac t  


f e e  c r e d i t s  and e v e r y t h i n g ,  so - -  


MS.  MONTGOMERY: ~ h i s  i s  more o f  a  p r o p  share  


c r e d i t  - -  impac t  f e e  c r e d i t .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  between you and 


them. I mean, b a s i c a l l y ,  my c o n d i t i o n s  o f  a p p r o v a l  


a r e  g o i n g  t o  p e r t a i n  t o  you r  agreement t o  


p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p r o p  share  f u n d i n g  o f  r oad  


improvements t h a t  may be needed a l o n g  t h e  co r ksc rew  


c o r r i d o r .  I t  may i n c l u d e  t h e  improvetnents y o u ' r e  


d i s c u s s i n g ,  may n o t ;  b u t  t h a t ' s  s o r t  o f  o u t  o f  my 
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a m b i t .  No t  t o  r u s h  you t h rough ,  b u t  i t ' s  n o t  t h a t  


r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n  I have t o  make t o d a y .  


MR.  BLACKSMITH: I would  l i k e  t o  j u s t  make one 


comment, however 


Aga in ,  s i n c e  1994 i t  has been a lways  


a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  co r ksc rew  ~ o a d  wou ld  be 


f o u r - l a n e d .  I n  2006 t h e  coun t y  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  


p l a n s  t o  be des igned ,  wh ich  I have w i t h  me t o d a y .  


I n  2008 t h e  coun t y  went o u t  f o r  b i d  on t h e  


p r o j e c t  t o  f o u r - l a n e  co rksc rew f r om  Ben H i l l  


G r i f f i n  a l l  t h e  way t o    el la T e r r a ,  t h e n  dec i ded  


n o t  t o  do t h a t  work .  


The coun t y  i s  s i n c e  g o i n g  t o  do a  b road  s t u d y ,  


wh ich  we f u l l y  s u p p o r t .  And a l l  t h a t  we were 


t r y i n g  t o  exp ress  w i t h  t h o s e  r e s i d e n t s  i s ,  we 


a r e  - -  we a b s o l u t e l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h a t  s t u d y ,  i f  i t  


does n o t  d i c t a t e  t h a t  t h e  Corkscrew Road has t o  be 


f o u r  l a n e s ,  I ' m  a b s o l u t e l y  p o s i t i v e  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  


t o  - -  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  r e q u i r e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  


improvements a t  t h o s e  developments.  And we f e l t  


t h a t  i t  was a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t r y  t o  e x p e d i t e  t h e  


c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h a t  work,  and t h a t ' s  why we had 


o f f e r e d  i t .  


BY M S .  MONTGOMERY: 


Q .  I n  t h e  s t a f f  memo da ted  September 2nd, 
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c o n d i t i o n  7 ,  t h e  s t a f f  n o t e d  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  i n c l u d e  t h e  


sentence,  "The a reas  w i l l  be p r o t e c t e d  once t h e y  a r e  


p l a t t e d  as p r e s e r v e  a reas .  I ,  


~ l t h o u g h  1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  necessary ,  d i d  you 


have an o b j e c t i o n  t o  i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  s ta temen t?  


A. I have no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h a t .  


Q. And t h e n  as i t  r e l a t e s  t o  C o n d i t i o n  9 ,  


c o n d i t i o n  9 says ,  ti he s to rm  wa te r  management system 


must demonst ra te  t h r o u g h  d e s i g n  o r  o t h e r  means t h a t  


wa te r  l e a v i n g  t h e  s i t e  w i l l  meet s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  


wa te r  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s .  ,, 


The language t h a t  we added says ,  " W i l l  


demonst ra te  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  l o c a l  DO t o  de te rm ine  


whether  t h r o u g h  d e s i g n  i t  meets t hose  s tandards?"  


IS i t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  you t o  e s t a b l i s h  t i m i n g  o f  


when we have t o  meet t h a t ?  


A. I f e l t  t h a t  i t  was. And t o  be hones t  w i t h  you, 


s t a t i n g ,  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  making t h e  t r i g g e r i n g  e v e n t  a t  


t h e  t i m e  o f  DO, t h a t ' s  t h e  v e r y  n e x t  s t e p  a f t e r  z o n i n g ,  


anyhow. so,  t o  me, i t  f e l t  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  u t i l i z e  t h a t  


1 anguage. 


Q. And do you concur ,  though,  w i t h  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  


o f  M r .  BarraCO and M r .  Brown t h a t  t h e  ERP by l aw  w i l l  


have t o  demonst ra te  t h a t  i t  meets t h o s e  wa te r  q u a l i t y  


s tandards?  
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A. Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t .  


Q.  And you do expec t  t o  have t o  g e t  an ERP. 


A. I w i l l  d e f i n i t e 1  y  need an ERP.  And i n  my 


p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  we've met w i t h  t h e  Water Management 


D i s t r i c t  on numerous occas ions  a l r e a d y  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  


Q. And i n  r ega rds  t o  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  


t h e  Hea r i ng  Examiner asked abou t  t h a t ,  and t h e r e ' s  been 


a  l o t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  abou t  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y  and 


when i t  w i l l  s t o p .  can you j u s t  e l a b o r a t e  on t h a t  a  


l i t t l e  b i t ?  


A.  Yes. The --  t h e  landowner t oday  has e x i s t i n g  


l e a s e s  t h a t  a l l o w s  t h e  f a rme r  t o  do row c r o p p i n g  and 


sod f a r m i n g  and c a t t l e  g r a z i n g .  we 've  agreed w i t h  


s t a f f  t h a t  upon t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  DO f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  t h a t  


t h e  row c r o p p i n g  wou ld  cease. 


The sod f a r m i n g ,  t h e  sod f a r m i n g  g o i n g  on t o d a y  


i s  t o  s e l l  t o  p r o j e c t s  o f f  s i t e .  I t  would be my i n t e n t  


t o  - -  i t  i s  ou r  i n t e n t  t o  s t o p  t h e  sod f a r m i n g  f o r  


m a r k e t i n g  t h e  sod. However, I do i n t e n d  t o  u t i l i z e  


some o f  t h e  sod t h a t ' s  e x i s t i n g  on t h e  s i t e  w h i l e  I ' m  


under  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r o j e c t .  


s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  sod t h a t  I would  be u s i n g  i s  


Bah ia .  And f r o m  my unde rs tand ing ,  Bah ia  i s  an e x o t i c  


spec i es  t h a t  wou ld  have t o  be t u r n e d  under  o r  t i l l e d  


p r i o r  t o  d o i n g  r e s t o r a t i o n  work .  And I would i n t e n d  on 
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s t r i p p i n g  some o f  t h a t  sod and u t i l i z i n g  i t  i n  my 


c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  b u y i n g  t h e  sod o f f  s i t e .  


Q. And e a r l i e r  we had a  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  


M r .  B a r r a c o  a b o u t  t h e  m o n i t o r i n g  r e q u i r e d  t o  make s u r e  


t h a t  t h e  f l ow-ways  r e t a i n  - -  t h a t  t h e y  meet t h e  


o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n  c r i t e r i a .  T h e r e ' s  a l s o  i n  c o n d i t i o n  20 


r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  m o n i t o r i n g  and i t  


a l s o  has t h a t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  " i n  p e r p e t u i t y .  ,I 


A S  we a l l  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r  - -  t h e  H e a r i n g  


Examiner suggested  i t  --  w e ' d  be p r o b a b l y  s m a r t e r  t o  


a l l o w  o u r s e l v e s  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  s t o p  t h a t  when i t ' s  no 


l o n g e r  needed. DO you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  same c o n d i t i o n  


wou ld  be a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  m o n i t o r i n g ?  


A.  I c e r t a i n l y  do .  However, t h e  way you s t a t e d  i t  


i s  as i f  t h e  d e v e l o p e r  wou ld  have a  say i n  when t h a t  


o c c u r s .  And i t ' s  o u r  o p i n i o n  t h a t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  


t h e  c o u n t y  wanted t h e  t e r m  " p e r p e t u i t y "  i n  t h e r e ,  I 


p r e f e r  you t a k i n g  t h e  t e r m  " p e r p e t u i t y "  o u t  and j u s t  


g i v i n g  t h e  c o u n t y  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  t e r m i n a t e  i t  a t  any 


t i m e  t h a t  you  f e e l  i t ' s  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  a f t e r  s e e i n g  


h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  on t h e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i t y .  


T h a t  c o u l d  be i n  two y e a r s ,  t e n  y e a r s ,  50 y e a r s .  B u t  


you wou ld  have t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  do i t  when you f e l t  


c o m f o r t a b l e  t h a t  i t  met t h e  s t a n d a r d s  necessa ry .  


M S .  MONTGOMERY: I d o n ' t  have any o t h e r  
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q u e s t i o n s .  


( w i t n e s s  excused .) 


- - - 


Thereupon, 


JOE CAMERATTA, 


a f t e r  h a v i n g  been p r e v i o u s l y  d u l y  sworn o r  a f f i r m e d ,  wa 


examined and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s :  


DIRECT TESTIMONY 


MR.  CAMERATTA: Joe camera t t a ,  p r o j e c t  f u t u r e  


owner.  w e ' r e  p l a n n i n g  on t r a n s f e r r i n g  soon. and 


h o p e f u l l y  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  g o i n g  t o  go f o r w a r d .  


we 've  been d e v e l o p i n g  i n  t h a t  co rksc rew c o r r i d o r  


f o r  q u i t e  some t i m e .  


I ' m  g o i n g  t o  t r y  n o t  t o  g e t  t o o  u p s e t  h e r e  a t  


some o f  t h e  comments t h a t  were made. I ' m  g o i n g  t o  


t r y  t o  s t a y  as ca lm as I can. 


The c o n s u l t a n t  team t h a t  i s  h i g h  p r i c e d  and, 


you know, does a  l o t  o f  work f o r  t h e  coun t y  and f o r  


t h e  s t a t e  agenc ies  and a r e  a l l  l i c e n s e d  


c o n s u l t a n t s ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  p r e t t y  o f f e n s i v e  t o  say 


t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  do someth ing t h a t  would be i n  my 


b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o n l y ,  and n o t  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  


o f  what t h e y  have t o  do,  based on t h e i r  l i c e n s e s  


and what t h e y ' r e  p l a n n i n g  on d o i n g .  No t  g o i n g  t o  


be any f a l s e  s t a t emen ts  he re  j u s t  t o  s a t i s f y  me, I 
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can assure  you o f  t h a t .  


The t h i n g  t h a t ' s  been o v e r l o o k e d  a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  


t o o ,  t h a t ' s  j u s t  v e r y  f r u s t r a t i n g  f o r  me, i s  t h i s  I 
i s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  happen tomorrow morn ing .  y o u ' r e  I 
n o t  g o i n g  t o  have homes l i v i n g  t h e r e  i n ,  you know, 


a  m a t t e r  o f  - -  y o u ' l l  have a  b u i l d  o u t  o f  f i v e ,  


s i x ,  seven, maybe even e i g h t  y e a r s .  


And u l t i m a t e l y ,  a l l  o f  t h o s e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w e l l s  


a r e  g o i n g  t o  be used f o r  i r r i g a t i o n .  y o u ' r e  n o t  


g o i n g  t o  have as much i r r i g a t i o n ,  so a l l  t h e  w a t e r  


t h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  be saved i n  t h e  course  o f  t h a t  f i v e  


o r  s i x  o r  seven yea rs  u n t i l  you g e t  t o  b u i l d  o u t  i s  


m i l l i o n s  o f  g a l l o n s  o f  w a t e r .  So i f  y o u ' r e  


concerned abou t  w a t e r ,  and t h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  


i t  i n  i t s e l f ;  and t h e n  once we do have b u i l d  o u t  


accompl ished,  you saw t h e  c h a r t s  f r om  t h e  e x p e r t s  


on how much y o u ' l l  reduce t h a t  w a t e r .  


The E s t e r 0  group Ms. Whitehead i s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  


chose n o t  t o  i n v i t e  us t o  a  mee t ing ,  h e l d  a  m o t i o n  


t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r d i n a n c e ,  whatever  t h e y  


passed a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o j e c t .  And I t o l d  h e r ,  I 


s a i d ,  "You know, 1 t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a  b i t  u n f a i r  t h a t  


we d i d n ' t  have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make a  


p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  you r  body p r i o r  t o  you t a k i n g  t h i s  


v o t e .  " 
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I 
M S .  MONTGOMERY: A re  you t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  


Agency on Bay Management now? 


MR.  CAMERATTA: E s t e r o  Bay Management Group. 


so we t h e n  became --  we g o t  i n v i t e d ,  and we 


went o v e r  t h e r e  and we s p e n t  hou rs  t h e r e  p r e s e n t i n g  


t o  them. The c o r e  t h i n g  t h a t  i t  seemed t o  me t h a t  


t h e y  were concerned abou t  was t h i s  n i t r o g e n  and 


phosphorous t h a t ' s  g o i n g  i n t o  t h e  E s t e r o  wa te r  


s u p p l y .  


As t h e s e  e x p e r t s  have t e s t i f i e d ,  i f  you l o o k  a t  


t h o s e  r e d u c t i o n s ,  t h e y ' r e  enormous compared t o  


w h a t ' s  t h e r e  t oday .  so  i n  my mind,  t h e y  s h o u l d  be 


app laud ing  what we' r e  d o i n g  t o  reduce t h e  n i t r o g e n  l 
and t h e  phosphorous i n t o  t h e  E s t e r o  Bay a rea .  And 


i n s t e a d ,  t h e y  s a i d ,  w e l l ,  w e ' r e  hop ing  t o  g e t  


t e n  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n s ,  as one woman was s a y i n g  i n  


t h e  mee t ing .  And t h e n  u l t i m a t e l y  t h e y  - -  we d i d n ' t  


have t h e  e x a c t  numbers a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  b u t  1 


a u t h o r i z e d  ano the r  c o n s u l t a n t  t o  f i g u r e  i t  o u t  so 


we knew e x a c t l y  what i t  wou ld  be,  because we knew 


i t  was g o i n g  t o  be a  l o t .  And i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be 


much more t h a n  I eve r  a n t i c i p a t e d .  1 b e l i e v e  i t ' s  


80 some p e r c e n t  on t h e  phosphorous a l o n e .  


S O ,  I mean, 1 t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  shou ld  be 


d e l i g h t e d  a t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  we a r e  t a k i n g  a s t e p  i n  


I 
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t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h i s ,  what t h e y ' r e  


concerned a b o u t ,  phosphorous and n i t r o g e n .  


I ' m  n o t  c a u s i n g  t h e  r o a d  prob lems h e r e  w i t h  


t h i s  p r o j e c t .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  i n  1994 was d e c i d e d  t o  


be f o u r  l a n e s .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  was drawn i n  2006 t o  


go i n  f o r  f o u r  l a n e s  t o  B e l l a  T e r r a .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  


was b i d  t o  go i n  i n  two  thousand,  I b e l i e v e ,  and 


e i g h t .  NOW I c o u l d  be i n c o r r e c t  a  l i t t l e  on my 


d a t e s .  


H e r e ' s  t h e  d raw ings  f o r  a  f o u r - l a n e  r o a d .  T h i s  


i s  f a r  b e f o r e  my p r o j e c t  e v e r  came b e f o r e  you.  


NOW t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  have a n o t h e r  s t u d y  t h a t ' s  


g o i n g  t o  t e l l  you  a g a i n  i t  needs f o u r  l a n e s .  1 


mean, u n l e s s  t h i s  - -  t h i s  one was screwed up, 


t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  have f o u r  l a n e s  t h e r e .  The 


d i f f e r e n c e  i s ,  i n  t h a t  f o u r - l a n e  p r o p o s a l ,  t h e  


r e s i d e n t s  had t o  pay f o r  i t .  


And i f  you l o o k  a t  w h a t ' s  happen ing  t o d a y  i n  


now V i l l a g e  o f  E s t e r o  and c o r k s c r e w  Road, w h i c h  


w e ' r e  n o t  i n  t h e  V i l l a g e  o f  E s t e r o ,  t h e r e ' s  an 


enormous amount o f  i m p a c t  f e e s  b e i n g  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  


new p r o j e c t s  t h e y ' r e  p u t t i n g  i n ;  new apar tmen t  


p r o j e c t s ,  new r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o j e c t s  on t h e  c o r n e r s  


o f  p l a n t a t i o n ;  t h e r e ' s  a  new town c e n t e r  t h e y ' r e  


p r o p o s i n g  o v e r  t h e r e  on 4 1 ;  t h e r e ' s  a  new p r o j e c t  
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b e i n g  proposed n e x t  door  t o  The Preserve ,  wh ich  i s  


c a l l e d  co r ksc rew  c r o s s i n g s .  1 d o n ' t  know how much 


p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o r  even i f  t h e y '  r e  g o i n g  t o  be 


i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o p  share  o f  t h i s ,  b u t  t h e  i m p a c t  


f e e s  t h a t  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be c o l l e c t e d  a r e  t o  t h e  


b e n e f i t  o f  t h a t  co rksc rew Road, and t h e  r e s i d e n t s  


a r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  have t o  pay f o r  t h a t  f o u r - l a n i n g  


anymore, wh ich  was con temp la ted  t o  be done f r o m  


be fo re .  ~ n d  t oday ,  t h i s  i s  a  b e t t e r  p r o p o s a l ,  


because i t ' s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  charge t h e  r e s i d e n t s  t o  


p u t  f o u r  l a n e s  t h e r e .  YOU know, t h a t ' s  up t o  t h e  


FDoT peop le  how t h e y  want t o  hand le  t h a t .  


we met w i t h  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  t h e r e .  ~ h e y ' r e  


concerned f o r  s a f e t y ,  g e t t i n g  i n  and o u t  o f  t h o s e  


communi t ies .  1 s a i d ,  " ~ o o k ,  w e ' r e  happy t o  p ropose  


t h o s e  s a f e t y  improvements,  i f  t h e  coun t y  w i l l  


a ccep t  them and we can do them f o r  you.  W e ' l l  be 


happy t o  do them a t  o u r  v e r y  f i r s t  s t a r t  o f  


c o n s t r u c t i o n . "  so whether  o r  n o t  t h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  


be p a r t  o f  t h e  development agreement o r  how t h e y ' r e  


g o i n g  t o  work i t  o u t  i s  up t o  them. 


~ u t  I w i l l  t e l l  you, ~ ' m  s t a n d i n g  he re  t o d a y  t o  


t e l l  you t h a t  we have no prob lem s a y i n g  what we 


would do, as we've a lways  done, and we deve lop  o u r  


own p r o p e r t i e s .  we d o n ' t  - -  we d o n ' t  j u s t  g e t  t h i s  
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approved and t h e n  move on.  We deve lop  i t ,  w e ' r e  


t h e r e ,  we l i v e  i t ,  we b r e a t h e  i t .  we do what we 


say w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  do. 


M r .  C a n g i a l o s i  l i v e s  i n  The Preserve ,  f o u r  


m i l e s  o f f  o f  t h e  Ben H i l l  G r i f f i n  Road. Two 


hundred o f  t h o s e  ac res  --  t h a t  p r o p e r t y  had f a r  


more impac t s  t h a n  t h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  1 c o u l d  t e l l  you.  


TWO hundred o f  t h e  350 ac res  o r  so has been 


p r o t e c t e d  n e x t  t o  co rksc rew C ross i ngs .  


And t h a t  p r o p e r t y  - -  t h e  agenc ies ,  wh ich  you 


see i n  an e -ma i l  t h a t  was p resen ted  t o  you on t h e  


s t e l l a r  way we do t h i n g s ;  and he has c a l l e d  t h e s e  


agenc ies  and t h e y ' v e  come o u t  and t h e y ' v e  l o o k e d  a t  


t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  and t h e y  a c t u a l l y  used The Preserve  


f o r  t h e i r  s t a f f  t o  go see how i t  shou ld  be done. 


she d i d n ' t  j u s t  send t h a t  e -ma i l  because she knows 


me. I never  met t h e  woman, b u t  she --  t h a t  I know 


o f .  And she u l t i m a t e l y  genera ted  t h a t  e -ma i l  


because s h e ' s  v e r y  impressed t h a t  we say what w e ' r e  


g o i n g  t o  do and we' r e  g o i n g  t o  do i t .  


And t h o s e  a reas ,  t h e y  spen t  days - -  


M r .  C a n g i a l o s i  c a l l e d  me because he d i d n ' t  approve 


i t ,  They spen t  days l o o k i n g  a t  i t .  The comeback 


was --  and by  t h e  way, ~ r .  P a s s a r e l l a ,  t h e  o v e r p a i d  


c o n s u l t a n t ,  i s  t h e  c o n s u l t a n t  t h a t  works on   he 
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Preserve  t o  hand le ,  t o  make s u r e  t hose  p rese rves  


a r e  c o r r e c t .  SO h e ' s  f u l l y  aware t h a t  t hese  a r e  


b e i n g  done r i g h t ,  and t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  


be done r i g h t .  And t o  say t h a t  he d o n ' t  - -  how 


somebody wou ld  want t o  l i v e  t h a t  f a r  o u t  - -  h e ' s  


f o u r  m i l e s ,  f i v e  m i l e s  f r om  t h e  f reeway .  Bu t  


t h a t ' s  okay because he l i v e s  t h e r e .  


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  T h a t ' s  n o t  t r u e ,  Joe.  I 


d i d n ' t  say a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  


M R .  CAMERATTA: YOU s a i d  - -  y o u ' r e  way Ou t .  


UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I d i d n ' t  say t h a t .  


MR. CAMERATTA: I ' m  n o t  even g o i n g  t o  a rgue  


w i t h  you.  


HEARING EXAMINER:  Okay. L e t ' s  keep g o i n g .  


MR.  CAMERATTA: L e t ' s  see. okay .  Our p r o j e c t  


i n  co rksc rew Farms i s  des igned  f o r  a  f a m i l y  


community.  We do what 1 c o n s i d e r  t o  be s p e c t a c u l a r  


a l n e n i t i e s .  we t r y  t o  c r e a t e  env i ronments  where 


k i d s  c o u l d  a c t u a l 1  y  p l a y  o u t s i d e ,  p l a y  b a s k e t b a l l  ; 


have a  l i t t l e  soccer  f i e l d  t h e r e ;  have a  f i t n e s s  


c e n t e r ;  have a  - -  t h a t ' s  a  12,000 s q u a r e - f o o t  p o o l .  


we have a  c h i l d r e n ' s  wading poo l  on t h a t  s i t e .  


We've g o t  t e n n i s  c o u r t s  f o r  l eagues ,  We've g o t  


p i c l c l e b a l l  c o u r t s .  we've g o t  bocce c o u r t s .  We 


encourage t h e  community t o  use t h e  complex.  hat's 
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why i t ' s  on 1 8  ac res  o f  l a n d .  


And on t o p  o f  t h a t ,  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  i n c l u d e ,  


w i t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  f i t n e s s  b u i l d i n g ,  a l i t t l e  c o f f e e  


shop where you a c t u a l l y  can have a  cup o f  c o f f e e  o r  


a  stnoothie o r  someth ing  when y o u ' r e  done w o r k i n g  


o u t .  ~t w i l l  have some l o c k e r s  where you can t a k e  


a  shower b e f o r e  you go t o  work .  


I n  t h e  c lubhouse i t s e l f ,  t h e  i n t e n t  i s  t o  have 


a  l i t t l e  t y p e  f o o d  s p o r t s  b a r ,  whatever  you want t o  


c a l l  i t ,  you know, o f f  t h e  poo l  a r e a ,  a l o n g  w i t h  


t h e  c lubhouse .  So, u l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  goa l  he re  i s  t o  


have t h e  r e s i d e n t s  s t a y  as much as p o s s i b l e  w i t h i n  


t h e  colnmunity and e n j o y  t h e i r  own a m e n i t i e s ,  and 


n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t a k e  t h e i r  b i g  g i a n t  SUVS,  wh ich  


b a r e l y  peop le  even d r i v e  t oday  anymore, as f a r  as 


I ' m  concerned,  and t h e n  run  back and f o r t h .  


NOW,  t h e y  w i l l  go t o  p u b l i x ,  yes ;  t h e y  w i l l  go 


t o  a  McDonald 's ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  yes ;  b u t  t h e  r e a l i t y  i s ,  


t h e y  w i l l  have e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  need i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  


complex. ~ h e y ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  have t o  eve r  l e a v e  


t h a t  community i f  t h e y  so choose. 


Alnbulance. T h e r e ' s  a  brand-new f i r e  s t a t i o n  on 


co rksc rew ~ o a d .  I met w i t h  t h e  E s t e r 0  F i r e  p e o p l e  


l nyse l f  p e r s o n a l l y .    hey asked f o r  an upgrade o f  


t h e i r  r a d i o  system f i r  $17,000.  I went a l o n g  w i t h  
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i t .  They asked f o r  a  l o c a t i o n  a t  t i t l e  t r a n s f e r ,  


i f  t h e y  c o u l d  t a k e  p r o p e r t y  f ro in  us and e v e n t u a l l y  


have a  f i r e  s t a t i o n  t h a t  f a r  o u t  e a s t ,  because t h e y  


b e l i e v e  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  need one. No t  j u s t  


because o f  o u r  g row th ,  b u t  because o f  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  


on i n  t h e  whole a rea .  


~ u t  t h e  c u r r e n t  f i r e  s t a t i o n  i s  s e t  up f o r  an 


ambulance, and t h e y  have no ambulance t h e r e .  And 


t h e  ambulance t h a t  has t o  come f r om  t h e  o t h e r  f i r e  


s t a t i o n s ,  f r o m  what I unders tand ,  t o  - -  t h a t  goes 


t h r o u g h  t h e  Lee coun t y  g roup ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  


E s t e r o  group,  wh ich  I d i d n ' t  even know t h e r e  was a  


d i f f e r e n c e ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s .  The Lee County g roup  has 


c e r t a i n  t i m e s  o r  someth ing  t h e y  have t o  f o l l o w .  I 


d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  f o r  i n s u r a n c e  reasons o r  what  i t  


i s .  B u t  c u r r e n t l y  r i g h t  now, B e l l a  T e r r a ,  some o f  


B e l l a  T e r r a ,  t h e  shores  and o t h e r  t h i n g s  g o i n g  o u t  


t h a t  way f a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  g u i d e l i n e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n ' t  


meet .  


So 1 c a n ' t  remember h i s  name, b u t  he c a l l e d  me 


and he s a i d ,  you know, I unders tand  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  


about  p o t e n t i  a1 1 y  p u t t i n g  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  towards  an 


ambulance. I s a i d  I a b s o l u t e l y  wou ld ,  f o r  t h e  


s a f e t y .  Aga in ,  I ' m  b i g  on s a f e t y .  


so 1 t h i n k  i t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  
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corksc rew f i r e  s t a t i o n  can house and hand le  an 


ambulance, and i f ,  i n  f a c t ,  we need t o  p r o v i d e  t h a t  


ambulance, up t o  $200,000, and maybe g e t  an impac t  


f e e  c r e d i t  f o r  i t  a l o n g  t h e  way and h e l p  e x p e d i t e  


t h a t  f o r  everybody t o  b e n e f i t ,  n o t  j u s t  co r ksc rew  


Farms, b u t  everybody i n  t h a t  whole quad ran t  w i l l  


b e n e f i t .  


~ e t ' s  see. T h i s  - -  t h i s  e -ma i l  b l a s t  t h a t  was 


done t h a t  he c l a i m s  were two hundred and e i g h t y  


some f i v e  l e t t e r s .  I t ' s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  and we 


l o o k e d  a t  t h e  w e b s i t e ,  you push t h e  b u t t o n  and i t  


s e n t  t h e  m a i l  t h a t  he d r a f t e d  t o  t h e  commiss ioners .  


NOW, maybe t h e r e  was a  few t h a t  d r a f t e d  t h e i r  


own l e t t e r s ,  and t h a t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  


i t ' s  p r e t t y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  285 peop le  d r a f t e d  285 


e - m a i l s .  Because my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t  was, 


b a s i c a l l y  i t  was r e a l  s i m p l e .  YOU push a  b u t t o n  on 


t h a t  w e b s i t e  o r  e -ma i l  t h i n g  and i t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  


went t o  a l l  t h e  commiss ioners  and s a i d  e x a c t l y  what  


he wanted i t  t o  say i n  t h a t  e - m a i l .  So i t  w a s n ' t  


i n d i v i d u a l  1 y peop le  t o o k  t h e  t i m e  and went ahead 


and j u s t  d r a f t e d  an e -ma i l  t o  t h e  County 


commiss ioners  a g a i n s t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  ~t was 


p r e c i p i t a t e d  by h im.  


G i ve  me a  m i n u t e  h e r e  t o  go o v e r  my n o t e s  f o r  a  
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second. 


w e l l s .  We've g o t  a  l o t  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n  abou t  


w e l l s .  T h e r e ' s  no sense i n  b e a t i n g  t h a t  up 


anymore. I mean, we c e r t a i n l y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  


e v e r y  p r e c a u t i o n .  And I can assure  you Depar tment  


o f  N a t u r a l  Resources and t h e  ~ n v i r o n m e n t a l  Sc iences 


o f  t h i s  Lee c o u n t y ,  t h e r e ' s  nobody t o u g h e r .  


T h e r e ' s  nobody t o u g h e r .  Anybody - -  and I ' v e  been 


d o i n g  t h i s  f o r  35, 40 y e a r s .  They - -  you do n o t  do 


someth ing  w i t h o u t  c r o s s i n g  t h e  T and d o t t i n g  an I. 


sometimes i t ' s  ove rpower ing ,  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where you 


g e t  upse t  w i t h  them; b u t  t h e  r e a l i t y  i s  t h e y  a lways  


e r r  on t h e  s i d e  o f  c a u t i o n  above and beyond and 


more so t h a n  we eve r  t h i n k  i s  necessary ,  b u t ,  hey ,  


i t  i s  what  i t  i s .  You know, t h a t ' s  what you g o t  t o  


do, t h a t ' s  what we do. 


Aga in ,  o u r  l o t s  a r e  deeper .  


DO you have g o t  a  s i t e  p l a n  you c o u l d  p u t  up 


r e a l  q u i c k ,  Ray? l u s t  a  q u i c k  - -  j u s t  a  q u i c k  one 


t h a t  shows t h e  g rass  i n  between. There you go.  


~f you n o t i c e  t h e  h a t c h e d - o f f  g reen a reas ,  t h e  


purpose o f  t h o s e  r i g h t  t h e r e  a r e  t o  c r e a t e  a t  l e a s t  


ano the r  hundred some f e e t  f r o m  home t o  home where 


t h e y  back up t o  each o t h e r .  ~ o t  everybody wants t o  


l i v e  on w a t e r .  The wa te r  has i t s  own consequences. 
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Between ve rm in ,  snakes, wha teve r .  I f  you have 


sma l l  c h i l d r e n ,  you g e t ,  you know, concerned abou t  


i t .  And, a g a i n ,  ~ ' m  t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  a  f a m i l y  


I community. 


So t h e s e  comlnuni t ies w i l l  have - -  t hose  ha t ches  


i n  t h e r e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be s e p a r a t i o n s  f r o m  peop le  


t h a t  l i v e  back t o  back .  so t hese  l o t s  a r e  165 f e e t  


deep. The average community b u i l d s  t oday  135,  


140 f e e t  deep. I made t h e s e  e x t r a  deep l o t s  and 


t h e n  1 p u t  e x t r a  l a n d  between them t o  make s u r e  


t h a t  t h e y  had some s o r t  o f  p r i v a c y .  


I n  o u r  p r o j e c t s ,  by  t h e  way, The P rese rve ,  


co r ksc rew  shores  and t h i s  one, we were t h e  f i r s t  


t h a t  I ' m  aware o f  t h a t  f o r c e d  t h e  b u i l d e r s  t o  p u t  


s i d e w a l k s  i n .  we d i d  i t  because, as moms and dads 


want t o  wa l k  w i t h  a  s t r o l l e r ,  t h e y  have t o  do i t  i n  


t h e  s t r e e t .  And t h a t ' s  one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  i n  o u r  


p r o j e c t  t h a t  peop le  have applauded us f o r  t h a t  l i v e  


t h e r e .  Maybe even h im,  M r .  C a n g i a l o s i ,  l i k e s  i t .  


s u t  t h e  s i dewa l ks  t h a t  have been p u t  i n  t h e r e ,  


t h e  b u i l d e r s  were f o r c e d  t o  p u t  i n  and t h e y ' l l  be 


f o r c e d  t o  p u t  them i n  he re .  And t o  t h a t  end, i t ' s  


abou t  $ 2  m i l l i o n  w o r t h  o f  s i d e w a l k s .  


S O  i t ' s  n o t  t h a t  we d o n ' t  - -  you know, we d o n ' t  


t a k e  t h i n g s  v e r y  s e r i o u s .  Because we t h i n k  t h e s e  
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t h i n g s  t h r o u g h .  I t ' s  n o t  a lways  about  t h e  p r e t t y  


p i c t u r e  l i k e  everybody m i g h t  t h i n k .  


okay ,  I t h i n k  1 p r e t t y  much covered  e v e r y t h i n g  


I needed t o  c o v e r .  


oh,  t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  1 wanted t o  cover  was 


somewhat i m p o r t a n t  t o  me. v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  me, 


a c t u a l  1  y .  


We asked f o r  a  d e v i a t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  


s i d e w a l k  a l o n g  co rksc rew Road. And t h e  reason I 


asked f o r  t h a t  d e v i a t i o n  - -  we have some p i c t u r e s  


o f  t h a t ,  t o o ,  as w e l l .  we asked f o r  t h a t  d e v i a t i o n  


because t h e r e ' s  v e g e t a t i o n  a l o n g  Corkscrew ~ o a d  


t h a t ' s  e x i s t i n g  t oday  t h a t  you a lmos t  c a n ' t  - -  you 


c a n ' t  r e p l a c e .  A l o t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  v e g e t a t i o n .  


~f you n o t i c e ,  t h e r e ' s  Corl<screw Road. You n o t i c e  


some o f  t h a t  v e g e t a t i o n .  


o u r  g o a l ,  w e ' l l  c l e a n  t h e  e x o t i c s  o u t  o f  t h e r e  


f o r  s u r e  and w e ' l l  have t o  p u t  some more p l a n t i n g s  


i n  t h e r e .  we c a n ' t  j u s t  l e a v e  i t  l i k e  t h a t .  B u t  


t h e  r e a l i t y  i s  we' r e  g o i n g  t o  c l e a n  i t  up, b u t  we 


want t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  use some o f  t h a t  v e g e t a t i o n .  


what we d o n ' t  want t o  do i s  have t o  grade 


e v e r y t h i n g  and t h e n  u l t i m a t e l y  - -  you know, h e r e ' s  


a  c a t c h  b a s i n  f o r  you r  w e l l  f i e l d  and you c o u l d  t r y  


t o  p u t  a  s i d e w a l k  he re  - -  I mean i t  j u s t  - -  i t  
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d o e s n ' t  work .  


And t h e  c o m p l a i n t  I ' v e  a lways  had i s ,  t h e  way 


t h i s  reads i n  t h i s  town,  i t  wou ld  c o s t  me abou t  


$150,000 t o  b u i l d  t h a t  s i d e w a l k  o r  1 can d e p o s i t  


$300,000 i n t o  a  f u n d  t o  n o t  have t o  p u t  t h e  


s i d e w a l k .  I b e l i e v e  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t  


t h a t ' s  u n f a i r .  


The shores  has a  s i d e w a l k ,  The Preserve  has a  


s i d e w a l k .  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t ,  t h a t ' s  u n f a i r .  


We're p u t t i n g  t o t a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  i n  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  


d o l l a r s  t o  f i x  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  up.  we want t o  


m a i n t a i n  as much o f  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  as we can on 


t h a t  p r o p e r t y .  we want t o  keep i t  t o  i t s  n a t u r a l  


c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  as much as we can a l o n g  co r ksc rew  


Road. And I j u s t  t h i n k  i t ' s  u n f a i r  t o  now charge 


us an a d d i t i o n a l  $300,000 because we want t o  do 


t h a t .  T h a t ' s  a lmos t  - -  t o  me, t h a t ' s  j u s t  wrong. 


F l a t  o u t  wrong. 


The monies t h a t  we' r e  e x t e n d i n g  on t h i s  


p r o j e c t ,  t h a t  money i s  g o i n g  t o  be w e l l  b e t t e r  


spen t  i n  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  and i n  t h e  rep lacement  o f  


p l a n t i n g s  a l o n g  t h a t  co r ksc rew  Road t h a n  i t  wou ld  


eve r  be spen t  f o r  j u s t  t o  go i n t o  a  f u n d  someplace 


and t h e y  can - -  and t h e y  have access t o  i t .  


And t h e  l a s t  p o i n t  I w i l l  make, w i l d l i f e .  
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These p l a n s  c a l l e d  f o r  a  w i l d l i f e  c r o s s i n g  by The 


P rese rve .  They never  p u t  i t  i n  because t h e y  d i d n ' t  


have t h e  money. Now t h e y  have t h e  money. You know 


where t h e y  g o t  t h e  money f rom? co rksc rew shores .  


we donated t h e  m i l l i o n  one s e v e n t y - f i v e  t h a t  


a l l o w e d  them t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  new w i l d l i f e  c r o s s i n g ,  


so t h a t  when t h e  p a n t h e r s  c r o s s  t h e  road ,  t o  t h e  


e a s t  o f  t h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  by  t h e  way, wh ich  i s  v e r y  


l i t t l e  t r a f f i c  goes e a s t ,  okay ,  f o r  t h a t  s i d e  o f  


i t ;  b u t  when t h e y  come --  when t h e y  go t o  t h e  wes t ,  


you g o t  a  pan the r  c r o s s i n g ,  and y o u ' l l  have an 


a d d i t i o n a l  one t h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  be i n s t a l l e d .  I n  


f a c t ,  what  I was t o l d  r e c e n t l y  i s  soon. 


~ u t  I t h i n k  t h e  h o l d - u p  i s  t h e y  d o n ' t  know i f  


t h e y  want  t o  do i t  as f o u r  l a n e s  o r  whether  t h e y  


want t o  do i t  as two l a n e s  o r  what t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  


do, so I t h i n k  t h e y  m i g h t  w a i t  f o r  t h e  s t u d y .  s u t  


t h e  money was - -  we p a i d  f o r  t h a t .  so i t ' s  n o t  


l i k e  t h a t  a i n ' t  g o i n g  t o  happen. so t h e  p a n t h e r s  


a r e  b e i n g  p r o t e c t e d .  T r u s t  me. More t h a n  


p r o t e c t e d .  okay? K i d s  shou ld  be p r o t e c t e d  w i t h  


t h e i  r s i c knesses  1  i ke t h e  p a n t h e r s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d .  


I f i r s t h a n d  know abou t  t h a t .  


1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  1 have a n y t h i n g  e l s e  a t  t h i s  


t i m e ,  Madam, and I a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  t i m e .  
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And I want t o  t hank  everybody f o r  coming h e r e .  


1 thank  you v e r y ,  v e r y  much f o r  a t t e n d i n g  t o d a y  


HEARING EXAMINER:  Thank you.  Anyone e l s e ?  


MS. MONTGOMERY: N O ,  ma'am. 


HEARING EXAMINER: s t a f f ,  do you have any 


remarks you want t o  c l o s e  w i t h ?  


MR.  BLOCK: Not  see ing  a n y t h i n g ,    ad am Hea r i ng  


Examiner ,  we 've  heard  t h e  r e q u e s t  and we s t i l l  a r e  


recommending app rova l  w i t h  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  


c o n c l u s i o n s  we 've  proposed.  


HEARING EXAMINER:  okay .  


MR. B L O C K :  And w e ' l l  be w i l l i n g  t o  work w i t h  


t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i n  t h e  t i m e  a f t e r  t h i s  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  


t o  come up w i t h  a  s e t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  and/or  where we 


d i s a g r e e ,  t h e  two a reas  o f  d i sag reement .  


HEARING EXAMINER:  Okay. My Sugges t ion  i s  


t h i s ,  and t e l l  me i f  you need a  d a t e  t h a t ' s  f u r t h e r  


o u t .  1 would  l i k e  t o  c o n s i d e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  w r i t t e n  


r e c o r d  open u n t i l  September 1 8 ,  4 :30 p.m., f o r  


w r i t t e n  submiss ions  t h a t  would c o n s i s t  o f  a  


r e v i s e d ,  c o d i f i e d  s e t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  and d e v i a t i o n s  


t h a t  have been agreed t o ,  and w i t h  p o i n t s  o f  


d isagreement  i n d i c a t e d  w i t h  a1 t e r n a t e  language.  


Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  paragraph,  a p p l i c a n t  w ishes ;  


paragraph,  s t a f f  p r e f e r s ;  so t h a t  I have i t  a l l  
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l a i d  o u t .  E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t ' s  agreed t o  i s  n o t  i n  


s t r i k e - t h r o u g h ,  u n d e r l i n e d .  w h a t ' s  p a s t  i s  o v e r .  


show me what i s  agreed t o  t o  d a t e ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  


p o i n t s  o f  d i f f e r e n c e ,  and I w i l l  use t h a t  as 1 


r e v i e w  a l l  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  and ev idence  t h a t  I heard  


d u r i n g  t o d a y ' s  h e a r i n g  and Wednesday's h e a r i n g  and 


p r e p a r i n g  my recommendation. 


M S .  MONTGOMERY: SO t h a t ' l l  be t h e  MCP,  


c o n d i t i o n s ,  d e v i a t i o n s ,  and p r o p e r t y  development 


r e g u l a t i o n s ?  


HEARING EXAMINER: Yes. 


MR.  BLOCK: Yes. 


HEARING EXAMINER:  And i f  t h e r e ' s  been any 


l a s t - m i n u t e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o ,  you know, management 


p l a n s  o r  whatever  you guys have dec i ded  on.  I 


d o n ' t  t h i n k  I heard  a n y t h i n g ,  b u t  - -  


MR.  B L O C K :  1 8 t h  okay w i t h  you? 


M S .  MONTGOMERY: I t ' s  okay w i t h  me, yes .  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  T h a t ' s  two weeks. 


M R .  B L O C K :  I t h i n k  we shou ld  be a b l e  t o  g e t  i t  


done i n  t h a t  t i m e  w i t h o u t  a  p rob lem.  


H E A R I N G  EXAMINER:  okay .  T h a t ' s  f i n e .  W e l l ,  


t hank  you everyone f o r  coming. 


MS.  MONTGOMERY: Thank you.  A p p r e c i a t e  i t .  


HEARING EXAMINER: N i c e  t o  see so many peop le  
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p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  And i t  w i l l  t a k e  me a few weeks t o  


p repa re  my recommendation i n  t h i s  case,  b u t  you 


w i l l  a l l  r e c e i v e  a copy and you w i l l  a l l  be 


n o t i f i e d  o f  t h e  f i n a l  Board h e a r i n g  when t h a t  i s  


s e t .  


Thank you.  


(Thereupon, t h e  p roceed ings  were conc luded a t  


2 :48 p.m.) 


- - - 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS 
LEE COUNTY 


 
The Council staff has reviewed the proposed evaluation and appraisal based amendments to the 
Lee County Comprehensive Plan (DEO 15-3ESR).  These amendments were developed under the 
Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act.  A synopsis 
of the requirements of the Act and Council responsibilities is provided as Attachment I.  
Comments are provided in Attachment II.  Site location maps can be reviewed in Attachment III. 
 
Staff review of the proposed amendments was based on whether they were likely to be of 
regional concern.  This was determined through assessment of the following factors: 
 


1. Location--in or near a regional resource or regional activity center, such that it impacts 
the regional resource or facility; on or within one mile of a county boundary; generally 
applied to sites of five acres or more; size alone is not necessarily a determinant of 
regional significance; 


2. Magnitude--equal to or greater than the threshold for a Development of Regional Impact 
of the same type (a DRI-related amendment is considered regionally significant); and 


3. Character--of a unique type or use, a use of regional significance, or a change in the local 
comprehensive plan that could be applied throughout the local jurisdiction; updates, 
editorial revisions, etc. are not regionally significant. 


 
A summary of the results of the review follows: 
 
  


Factors of Regional Significance 


Proposed 
Amendment Location Magnitude Character Consistent 


DEO 15-3ESR Yes No No (1) Regionally significant 


    
(2) Consistent with SRPP 


 
 
 
                        
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approve staff comments. Authorize staff to forward 


comments to the Department of Economic Opportunity and 
Lee County 


 
 


 
07/2015 







Attachment I 


 


 


COMMUNITY PLANNING ACT 
 
Local Government Comprehensive Plans 
The Act requires each municipal and county government to prepare a comprehensive plan that must 
include at least the following nine elements: 
 
 1. Future Land Use Element; 
 2. Traffic Circulation Element; 


A local government with all or part of its jurisdiction within the urbanized area of a 
Metropolitan Planning Organization shall prepare and adopt a transportation element 
to replace the traffic circulation; mass transit; and ports, aviation, and related facilities 
elements. [9J-5.019(1), FAC] 


3. General Sanitary Sewer, Solid Waste, Drainage, and Potable Water and Natural 
Groundwater Aquifer Recharge Element; 


 4. Conservation Element; 
 5. Recreation and Open Space Element; 
 6. Housing Element; 
 7. Coastal Management Element for coastal jurisdictions; 
 8. Intergovernmental Coordination Element; and 
 9. Capital Improvements Element. 
 
The local government may add optional elements (e. g., community design, redevelopment, safety, 
historical and scenic preservation, and economic). 
 
All local governments in Southwest Florida have adopted revised plans: 


Charlotte County, Punta Gorda 
Collier County, Everglades City, Marco Island, Naples 
Glades County, Moore Haven 
Hendry County, Clewiston, LaBelle 
Lee County, Bonita Springs, Cape Coral, Fort Myers, Fort Myers Beach, Sanibel 
Sarasota County, Longboat Key, North Port, Sarasota, Venice 
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS 
 
A local government may amend its plan at any time during the calendar year.   Six copies of the 
amendment are sent to the Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) for review.  A copy is also sent 
to the Regional Planning Council, the Water Management District, the Florida Department of 
Transportation, and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.   
 
The proposed amendments will be reviewed by DEO in two situations.  In the first, there must be a 
written request to DEO.  The request for review must be received within forty-five days after transmittal 
of the proposed amendment.  Reviews can be requested by one of the following: 
 


• the local government that transmits the amendment, 
• the regional planning council, or 
• an affected person. 


 
In the second situation, DEO can decide to review the proposed amendment without a request.  In that 
case, DEO must give notice within thirty days of transmittal.   
 
Within five working days after deciding to conduct a review, DEO may forward copies to various 
reviewing agencies, including the Regional Planning Council.   
 
Regional Planning Council Review 
The Regional Planning Council must submit its comments in writing within thirty days of receipt of the 
proposed amendment from DEO.  It must specify any objections and may make recommendations for 
changes.  The review of the proposed amendment by the Regional Planning Council must be limited to 
"effects on regional resources or facilities identified in the Strategic Regional Policy Plan and extra-
jurisdictional impacts which would be inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of the affected local 
government”. 
 
After receipt of comments from the Regional Planning Council and other reviewing agencies, DEO has 
thirty days to conduct its own review and determine compliance with state law.  Within that thirty-day 
period, DEO transmits its written comments to the local government. 
  
 
NOTE:  THE ABOVE IS A SIMPLIFIED VERSION OF THE LAW.  REFER TO THE STATUTE (CH. 163, FS) FOR 


DETAILS. 
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LEE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT (DEO 15-3ESR) 


RECEIVED: JUNE 22, 2015 


Summary of Proposed Amendment 


The site that is the subject to this amendment is located on the north side of Corkscrew Road, 


approximately 7 miles east of Interstate 75, in Lee County. The request proposes increased density and 


intensity on approximately 1,361 acres which is currently improved farm field with uplands impacted by 


previous site activities and wetlands. The future land use category for the property is designated as 


Density Reduction/Groundwater Resources (DR/GR). Lee County Comprehensive Plan Amendment DEO 


15-3ESR proposes the following: 


1.  Amend the Lee Plan to establish an ‘Environmental Enhancement and Preservation Communities 


Overlay' within the Density Reduction/Groundwater Resource Future Land Use Category, promoting 


restoration, enhancement and preservation of natural resources. 


2.  Amend  the Future Land  Use  Map Series,  Maps 6 and 7: 'Lee County  Utilities Future Water  & 


Sanitary Sewer  Service  Areas' to place the Corkscrew Farms property within  the Service  Areas. 


3.  Amend Map 17 to incorporate the Environmental Enhancement and Preservation Communities 


Overlay, placing the Corkscrew Farms property within that Overlay. 


The amendment proposes to preserve 750 out of the 1,361 acres as conservation easement. The 


amendment is requesting a maximum density of 1,361 dwelling units (1 unit per acre).  The site is 


currently approved for a maximum of 136 dwelling units (1 unit per 10 acres).  


Regional Impacts 


FDOT supports Lee County in conducting the traffic study identified under Policy 38.1.9 which includes 


cumulative traffic impacts of approved developments and planned developments under review. The 


Department recommends that the following State SIS facilities be included in the study: 


 I-75 from Bonita Beach Road to Alico Road 


 Alico Road from I-75 to Ben Hill Griffin Parkway 


 Ben Hill Griffin Parkway from Gulf Center Drive to Midfield Terminal 


FDOT cannot accurately predict the impact of this project until the traffic study is completed. 


The South Florida Water Management District has found no regionally significant water resource issues 


and therefore has no comments on the proposed amendment package.  


Extra-jurisdictional Impacts 


The Village of Estero voices opposition to this proposal with Resolution No. 2015-33 (attached). They 


believe that the proposal will lead to urban sprawl which would outweigh the benefits of the proposed 


conservation. The Village of Estero urges Lee County to delay and defer any action on the planned 


development proposal until a comprehensive study is done on the potential impacts to the environment 


and to the transportation system. However, since the Village of Estero is still using Lee County 


Comprehensive Policy Plan, the amendment is consistent with the plan. 
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Conclusion 


Council staff agrees with the comments from FDOT that a traffic study needs to be completed to fully 


access the impacts of the proposal. Staff also recognizes the concerns of the Village of Estero. Council 


staff finds this project to be regionally significant based on potential impacts to regional transportation 


and the environment. However, at this time we cannot say that there will be significant adverse effects 


on regional resources or regional facilities that are identified in the Strategic Regional Policy Plan.  


Recommended Action 


Approve staff comments. Authorize staff to forward comments to the Department of Economic 


Opportunity and Lee County.  
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From: Margaret Wuerstle
To: Charles Kammerer
Subject: FW: Lee County, DEO #15-3ESR Comments on Proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment Package
Date: Friday, July 17, 2015 4:12:21 PM


 
 
From: Oblaczynski, Deborah [mailto:doblaczy@sfwmd.gov] 
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2015 3:30 PM
To: MRozdolski@leegov.com
Cc: bdunn@leegov.com; Ray Eubanks (DCPexternalagencycomments@deo.myflorida.com); Margaret
Wuerstle; Brenda Winningham (brenda.winningham@deo.myflorida.com)
Subject: Lee County, DEO #15-3ESR Comments on Proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment
Package
 
Dear Ms. Rozdolski:
 
The South Florida Water Management District (District) has completed its review of the
proposed amendment package from Lee County (County). The proposed amendment
establishes the Environmental Enhancement and Preservation Communities Overlay, and
amends the Lee County Utilities Future Water & Sanitary Sewer Area to include 1,361
acre site. There appear to be no regionally significant water resource issues; therefore, the
District has no comments on the proposed amendment package.
 
The District offers its technical assistance to the County and the Department of Economic
Opportunity in developing sound, sustainable solutions to meet the County’s future water
supply needs and to protect the region’s water resources. Please forward a copy of the
adopted amendments to the District. Please contact me if you need assistance or
additional information.
 
Sincerely,


 


Deb Oblaczynski


Policy & Planning Analyst


Water Supply Implementation Unit


South Florida Water Management District


3301 Gun Club Road


West Palm Beach, FL 33406


(561) 682-2544 or doblaczy@sfwmd.gov
 


 


We value your opinion. Please take a few minutes to share your comments on the service you
received from the District by clicking on this link.



mailto:/O=SWFRPC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=MWUERSTLE

mailto:ckammerer@swfrpc.org

mailto:doblaczy@sfwmd.gov

http://my.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/pg_grp_surveysystem/survey%20ext?pid=1653
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 Dear Dr. Frakes, Mr. Shindle and Ms. Cassler,
 
I am contacting you to provide an update regarding the status of this development in the Lee
County review process.
On October 21st the Zoning Hearing Examiner recommended approval of the radical density
increase for the land optioned for this development from 130 units to a ten fold increase of
1325 units. 
 
We were very much hoping the Zoning Examiner would have considered the testimony that
I and other civic and environmental community representatives gave at the hearing to reject
or at least minimize this density increase. 
 
FDOT's report to the State 'Department of Economic Opportunity' (attached) predicts an
increase in daily vehicular trip generation (just from this project alone) from 1,394 to 11,600
daily trips.  The potential effects on large and small wildlife freely moving between habitat
lands north and south of Corkscrew Rd. will be severe, no doubt.  Panther and Bear
survivability will be greatly impacted by this development and the traffic it will generate.
Human-wildlife encounters will be tragic--mostly for the wildlife-- but potentially for humans
in terms of auto fatalites should a high impact crash cause a driver to lose control of their
vehicle.  Panthers will avoid this land, and be cut-off from accessing adjacent lands suitable for
habitat if this development is allowed to occur as it will bring in a massive human presence to
an agricultural/conservation area that is presently sparsely populated facilitating
excellent wildlife movement. This conclusion is further supported by Dr. Frakes analysis.
 
I have one more opportunity to provide testimony before Lee County and that is at next
Wednesday's (11/18) Lee Board of County Commissioners final zoning hearing for 'Corkscrew
Farms'. 
 
Please advise on what further action can be pursued through the US Fish and Wildlife Service
to stop this project.
 
Thank You All for your time and consideration of this matter.  I await your advice.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patty Whitehead 
Board Member Responsible Growth Managment Coalition (RGMC)
 
cc:  Ralf Brookes Attorney
      Jacki Lopez, Center for Biological Diversity
      Wayne Daltry, RGMC



      David Urich, RGMC
      Bobbie Lee Davenport, RGMC
      Connie Langmann, RGMC
      Dr. Nora Demers, RGMC
     
 
Attachments: 

Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council and FDOT correspondence to Florida DEO
regarding Corkscrew Farms    
Testimony of Patty Whitehead, Pete Cangialosi (Estero Council of Community Leaders)
asking for denial of zoning change for Corkscrew Farms development. (page 122-
150/249 PDF)

 

Date: Tue, 15 Sep 2015 19:45:41 +0000
From: frakesr@comcast.net
To: pbackos@hotmail.com
CC: david_shindle@fws.gov; constance_cassler@fws.gov
Subject: Re: Lee County Parcels - GIS file

Dear Ms. Whitehead,
 
I have done a rough analysis of the location of the proposed development with regard
to impacts to panther habitat, based on our recent model (see attached map). 
 
In my opinion, this is an extremely bad location for this development with regard to
the Florida panther.  As shown on the map, the property includes some very good
panther habitat and encroaches slightly into the Primary Zone.  But even more
alarming is the potential to further fragment habitat in the CREW area.  The project
falls in the center of and is completely surrounded by good panther habitat.  Placing a
development there would further narrow the already constricted "neck" for panthers to
move between the excellent habitat located north and south of the property.  Panthers
are much more likely to cross through agricultural fields than a residential
development.  From what I can tell, most of the proposed onsite restoration/buffer
area is already good panther habitat or would not be used by panthers (i.e., it is within
the development).  Therefore, the panther is not receiving any benefit from the
proposed compensation.  Also, the increased vehicular traffic to and from the
development will further cutoff panther movement and increase road mortality. 
Finally, the potential for increased human-panther contact should be considered.  As I
have said, the property is virtually surrounded by panther habitat, and interactions of
residents and their pets with panthers would be inevitable.



 
Frankly, I can't believe that this project is even being considered for approval.  If we
are going to have panthers in south Florida, this is exactly the type of project that, due
to it's location, needs to be avoided.  I recommend contacting the US Fish and
Wildlife Service, South Florida Office to see how they will address these issues.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert A. Frakes, Ph.D.

From: "P Whitehead" <pbackos@hotmail.com>
To: frakesr@comcast.net
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2015 3:53:11 PM
Subject: FW: Lee County Parcels - GIS file

Dr. Frakes,
 
Please find additionally attached the powerpoint slide with the recent Panther
telemetries and the power point presentation the developer made to the County
Commissioners, County staff and zoning hearing examiner to make the pitch for this
proposed project.  
One particular slide references 'community outreach', please be aware that there are
many on that list that find this project highly problematical as it represents sprawl and
urbanization with far-reaching transportation and environmental impacts.
 
Thank You Again for your time, attention and consideration of this matter.
 
Sincerely
 
Patty Whitehead
Responsible Growth Management Coalition

From: pbackos@hotmail.com
To: frakesr@comcast.net
Subject: FW: Lee County Parcels - GIS file
Date: Tue, 8 Sep 2015 17:43:59 +0000

Hello Dr. Frakes, 
Please find below the link to access the Lee County shapefiles.  The strap numbers to
locate the parcels that make up the total 1,365 acres are as listed in the attached
page from the option agreement of sale.
 
Just in case the addresses on the property are as follows:
 
16871, 17501, 18701 AND 18901 CORKSCREW RD 
Lee County, FL



 
A little later I will send you the power point from the zoning hearing that shows the
panther telemetries that exist around and within the property.
 
Thank you again for all your help.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patty Whitehead
Responsible Growth Management Coalition
 

 

From: HMcMullen@leegov.com
To: pbackos@hotmail.com
Date: Tue, 8 Sep 2015 13:12:42 -0400
Subject: Lee County Parcels - GIS file

Hello Ms. Whitehead,
 
The link below will open our Land Records page from which the Parcels shapefile or
geodatabase may be downloaded.
http://www.leegov.com/gis/data/gis-data/land-records

 
One of the fields is the 17-digit parcel identifier (STRAP) which will allow the recipient
to search for and zoom to the subject parcel(s). There is also a link to the Property
Appraiser’s Property Page which will provide details about the parcel.
 
Let me know if you have additional questions.
 
Thanks,

Land Records - Lee County
Southwest Florida
www.leegov.com

Visit Leegov.com to find useful information for
residents, businesses and visitors of Lee County
in Southwest Florida

http://www.leegov.com/gis/data/gis-data/land-records
http://www.leegov.com/gis/data/gis-data/land-records
http://www.leegov.com/gis/data/gis-data/land-records
http://www.leegov.com/gis/data/gis-data/land-records


Helena
 
Helena McMullen
GIS Data Steward
Lee County
1500 Monroe Street, 4th floor
Fort Myers, FL  33901
hmcmullen@leegov.com
Phone 
http://leegis.leegov.com
 

Please note: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from County Employees and officials regarding County
business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your email communication may be subject to public disclosure.

Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request, do not
send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing.



From: David & Shari Lum
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: FW: Endangered status for the Florida panther
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 4:43:19 PM

 
 

From: David & Shari Lum [mailto:lum_family@comcast.net] 
Sent: Saturday, August 26, 2017 2:23 PM
To: 'david_shinclle@fws.gov' <david_shinclle@fws.gov>
Subject: Endangered status for the Florida panther
 
Dear Mr. Shindle,
 
As you know, Florida’s population growth and urban sprawl threatens our wild spaces and wild
animals at an unprecedented rate. Please protect the vulnerable Florida panther population by
keeping it on the Endangered Species list.   Please show that we value our environment and our
wildlife in this beautiful state.  As a long time Florida resident, I want my children and future
grandchildren to be able to appreciate our natural lands and animals.
 
Thank you for your attention,
 
Sharyl H. Lum
6633 SW Silver Wolf Drive
Palm City, FL 34990

mailto:lum_family@comcast.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: CONSTANCE MERWIN
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fw: Florida Panther
Date: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 6:07:35 PM

sorry about the typo on the address 
Constance
I know a number of cat lovers who agree with me! 
 
www.stancymerwin.com

On Wednesday, August 16, 2017 6:05 PM, CONSTANCE MERWIN <stancym@bellsouth.net> wrote:

My goodness, this is one of the few big cats we have left in the northern
hemisphere and very rare, and an ambassador species as well as part of an
ecosystem. I do not understand why Floridians do not do more to protect this
rare cat.
Please do what you can. Corridors, state money to go for protection,
fundraising from the public, outreach in schools,
there are things that can help if a few people in positions of authority will
CARE.

Here in SC we are trying to protect our sea turtles and rare diamondback
terrapin turtles. We are a poorer state than Florida. If we have some success,
surely you can have it with the Florida Panther. Perhaps a living panther to
be shown as an ambassador/mascot, taken around to get people to care,
might be worth that Panther's freedom. I saw one at
SEWE here in Charleston and was so moved!

Thank you,
Constance Merwin 
 
www.stancymerwin.com

mailto:stancym@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


I recently urged the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to make sure that
Florida’s state animal, the panther, remains protected under the
Endangered Species Act. Fewer than 250 panthers remain in our state
and they deserve to be protected from extinction!
TOMORROW is the deadline to weigh in on this decision with the Fish
and Wildlife Service. You can send your thoughts by email to David
Shindle, the biologist collecting responses, at david_shindle@fws.gov
or by fax to 
Let me know if you agree that panthers must remain protected by
replying to this email or by LIKING my Facebook .
Vern

Buchanan Urges Feds Not to Downgrade Panther Protections

From: ap
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fw: Protecting Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 3:46:51 PM

Dear Mr Shindle,
I share Mr. Buchanan's concern for the Florida panthers and support his message to you.
 But my concern is broader than the panthers and Florida.  I urge you to maintain the
highest level of protection for all of our environment, wildlife, and natural resources.

Yours truly,
Adrianne Petillo
1064 N. Tamiami Tr, Unit 1421
Sarasota, FL 34236

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Congressman Vern Buchanan <Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov>
To: apetillo246@yahoo.com 
Sent: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:07 PM
Subject: Protecting Florida Panthers

August 28, 2017

 Website 16th District About Vern News Services Resources Legislation Contact  

https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=FL13VB&crop=15537.41745543.6074614.8339424&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fCongressmanBuchanan%2f&redir_log=164783667351317
mailto:apetillo246@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=FL13VB&crop=15537.41745543.6074614.8339424&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fbuchanan.house.gov&redir_log=144538121851185
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=FL13VB&crop=15537.41745543.6074614.8339424&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fbuchanan.house.gov%2fabout%2four-district&redir_log=081765285398321
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=FL13VB&crop=15537.41745543.6074614.8339424&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fbuchanan.house.gov%2fabout%2ffull-biography&redir_log=757374823744334
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=FL13VB&crop=15537.41745543.6074614.8339424&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fbuchanan.house.gov%2f&redir_log=540446579729188
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=FL13VB&crop=15537.41745543.6074614.8339424&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fbuchanan.house.gov%2fservices&redir_log=719963301711250
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=FL13VB&crop=15537.41745543.6074614.8339424&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fbuchanan.house.gov%2fresources&redir_log=049223118189259
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=FL13VB&crop=15537.41745543.6074614.8339424&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fbuchanan.house.gov%2flegislation&redir_log=973441928556272
https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=FL13VB&crop=15537.41745543.6074614.8339424&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fbuchanan.house.gov%2fcontact&redir_log=382961442987242


Zac Anderson
U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan is calling on federal wildlife officials to
maintain the highest level of protection for the Florida panther under
the Endangered Species Act.
Buchanan, R-Longboat Key, wrote a letter Wednesday to Greg
Sheehan, the acting director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
expressing “my strong concern over reports that the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service may weaken protections for Florida panthers.”
Federal officials currently are reviewing the status of the panther,
which is listed as “endangered” with a population estimated at around
200. The federal government recently downgraded the status of
another iconic Florida species, the West Indian manatee, lowering it
from “endangered” to "threatened." Buchanan objected to that decision
.
 Buchanan told Sheehan that “major hurdles remain to the full
recovery” of the panther.
“Alarmingly, your agency’s standard review comes less than a year after
32 panthers were struck and killed by vehicles on Florida roadways —
the highest number of panther-involved accidents ever recorded,”
Buchanan wrote in his letter. “Such traffic fatalities have risen more
than 65 percent since 2012, outpacing the number of documented
panther births. These roadkills are in addition to other causes of death,
including poaching and disease.”
The Congressman’s move comes six months after federal wildlife
officials decided to downgrade the protected status of the West Indian
manatee, leading a bipartisan group of Florida lawmakers led by
Buchanan to formally objecting to the decision.
In March, the U.S. Department of the Interior announced that
manatees will be considered “threatened” instead of “endangered”
under the Endangered Species Act. The change in status could pave the
way for state and local officials to roll back manatee protections.
A letter signed by 11 Florida lawmakers — nine Democrats and two
Republicans — calls the decision “disappointing and potentially very
harmful to the survival of the iconic Florida animal.”
The Florida panther was one of the original 14 mammals named to the
endangered species list in 1967, but a critical habitat for the big cats
has never been established, “even though one is required by the
Endangered Species Act,” Buchanan noted.
Though the review by the agency occurs every five years, Buchanan
said he is concerned the safeguards may be weakened because the
agency has said it will consider a study claiming the Florida panther is

https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=FL13VB&crop=15537.41745543.6074614.8339424&report_id=&redirect=http%3a%2f%2fwww.heraldtribune.com%2fnews%2f20170413%2fflorida-lawmakers-object-to-manatee-downgrade&redir_log=359679794497608


no different than pumas or mountain lions in western states.
Buchanan was referring to a 2000 study that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has come to focus on by geneticist Melanie Culver and three
fellow scientists that concluded that all the panthers, pumas and
mountain lions in North America are actually a single subspecies. To
some, that suggests that Florida panthers are nothing special,
genetically.
But Culver, in an interview, said she believes the Florida panther still
belongs on the endangered list, just not the way it is listed now. The
U.S. Geological Survey scientist concedes that making a change would
require a complex solution.
“You’d have to de-list it and then petition it to be listed as another
entity,” Culver told the Tampa Bay Times. “That’s a legal problem.
They’d have to completely lose legal protection to be protected the right
way.”
Florida panthers are the Sunshine State’s official state animal, voted in
by schoolchildren over such other contenders as the alligator and the
mosquito.
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I recently urged the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to make sure that
Florida’s state animal, the panther, remains protected under the
Endangered Species Act. Fewer than 250 panthers remain in our state
and they deserve to be protected from extinction!

TOMORROW is the deadline to weigh in on this decision with the Fish
and Wildlife Service. You can send your thoughts by email to David
Shindle, the biologist collecting responses, at david_shindle@fws.gov
or by fax to 

Let me know if you agree that panthers must remain protected by
replying to this email or by LIKING my Facebook .

Vern

Buchanan Urges Feds Not to Downgrade Panther Protections

Zac Anderson

U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan is calling on federal wildlife officials to
maintain the highest level of protection for the Florida panther under

From: Arlene Larsen
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fw: Protecting Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:28:13 PM

Please protect our Panthers.  They need to be protected on the Endangered Act.  Thank you! 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

On Mon, Aug 28, 2017 at 1:00 PM, Congressman Vern Buchanan
<Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov> wrote:

August 28, 2017

 Website 16th District About Vern News Services Resources Legislation Contact  

https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=FL13VB&crop=15463.41741336.6074614.8262516&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fCongressmanBuchanan%2f&redir_log=164783667351317
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the Endangered Species Act.

Buchanan, R-Longboat Key, wrote a letter Wednesday to Greg
Sheehan, the acting director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
expressing “my strong concern over reports that the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service may weaken protections for Florida panthers.”

Federal officials currently are reviewing the status of the panther,
which is listed as “endangered” with a population estimated at around
200. The federal government recently downgraded the status of
another iconic Florida species, the West Indian manatee, lowering it
from “endangered” to "threatened." Buchanan objected to that decision
.

 Buchanan told Sheehan that “major hurdles remain to the full
recovery” of the panther.

“Alarmingly, your agency’s standard review comes less than a year after
32 panthers were struck and killed by vehicles on Florida roadways —
the highest number of panther-involved accidents ever recorded,”
Buchanan wrote in his letter. “Such traffic fatalities have risen more
than 65 percent since 2012, outpacing the number of documented
panther births. These roadkills are in addition to other causes of death,
including poaching and disease.”

The Congressman’s move comes six months after federal wildlife
officials decided to downgrade the protected status of the West Indian
manatee, leading a bipartisan group of Florida lawmakers led by
Buchanan to formally objecting to the decision.

In March, the U.S. Department of the Interior announced that
manatees will be considered “threatened” instead of “endangered”
under the Endangered Species Act. The change in status could pave the
way for state and local officials to roll back manatee protections.

A letter signed by 11 Florida lawmakers — nine Democrats and two
Republicans — calls the decision “disappointing and potentially very
harmful to the survival of the iconic Florida animal.”

The Florida panther was one of the original 14 mammals named to the
endangered species list in 1967, but a critical habitat for the big cats
has never been established, “even though one is required by the
Endangered Species Act,” Buchanan noted.

Though the review by the agency occurs every five years, Buchanan
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said he is concerned the safeguards may be weakened because the
agency has said it will consider a study claiming the Florida panther is
no different than pumas or mountain lions in western states.

Buchanan was referring to a 2000 study that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has come to focus on by geneticist Melanie Culver and three
fellow scientists that concluded that all the panthers, pumas and
mountain lions in North America are actually a single subspecies. To
some, that suggests that Florida panthers are nothing special,
genetically.

But Culver, in an interview, said she believes the Florida panther still
belongs on the endangered list, just not the way it is listed now. The
U.S. Geological Survey scientist concedes that making a change would
require a complex solution.

“You’d have to de-list it and then petition it to be listed as another
entity,” Culver told the Tampa Bay Times. “That’s a legal problem.
They’d have to completely lose legal protection to be protected the right
way.”

Florida panthers are the Sunshine State’s official state animal, voted in
by schoolchildren over such other contenders as the alligator and the
mosquito.
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From: Frances and Chuck Scott
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fwd: Are we the greater creation?
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 6:01:19 PM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: "Frances and Chuck Scott" <cs.ff2010@gmail.com>
Date: Aug 28, 2017 5:51 PM
Subject: Are we the greater creation?
To: <david_shindle@fwc.org>
Cc: 

If we are indeed higher on the intelligence chart...then it is our responsibility to take care of
the lesser creatures at risk. You will not be doing future generations any favors by
concreting the entire peninsula and killing off all the wildlife. Doing the right thing
sometimes has to require sacrifice....now is the time. Save the endangered species.....do not
bow to the pressure of the almighty dollar.

mailto:cs.ff2010@gmail.com
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mailto:cs.ff2010@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fwc.org


From: Patrick Fox
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fwd: Endangered Status of Florida Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 12:14:26 PM

I would like to express my support in maintaining the Florida panther on the federal
endangered species list. These magnificent animals are still very much in need of extensive
protection to survive and I would hate to see premature removal from the endangered species
list contribute to the end of the species.  Florida continues to grow and expand our human
presence in the state and existing animal habitat is shrinking with this growth.  As responsible
caretakers of the environment, it is incumbent upon us to extend whatever protections we can
to help the panther.

Thank you for considering my comments in this important process.

Sincerely, 

Patrick M. Fox
295 Yumas Drive 
Titusville, FL 32796

mailto:islamoradamoon@gmail.com
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From: jessica_sutt@fws.gov
To: David Shindle
Subject: Fwd: Florida Panther - Endangered list!
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 3:46:10 PM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Steen Carstensen <steencar@verizon.net>
Date: Thu, Aug 24, 2017 at 3:25 PM
Subject: Florida Panther - Endangered list!
To: floridapanther@fws.gov

I want to add my voice to the many Floridians who want to see the Florida Panther
(Puma (=felis) concolor coryi) stay on the endangered list.

 

Regards,

 

Steen Carstensen

1367 Thornapple Dr.

Osprey, FL 34229

Phone: (941) 

Cell: (941) 

E-mail: steencar@verizon.net

 

mailto:floridapanther@fws.gov
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:steencar@verizon.net
mailto:floridapanther@fws.gov
mailto:steencar@verizon.net


From: CVeaux@aol.com
To: david_shindle@FWS.GOV
Cc: ambercrooks@conservancy.org
Subject: Fwd: Florida Panther :Endangered Review
Date: Monday, August 14, 2017 6:21:58 PM

 

 
 
 

From: CVeaux@aol.com
_To: Amber Crooks and David_Shindle@FWS.com

CC: news-press@mailbag.com
Sent: 7/22/2017 5:59:49 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
Subj: Florida Panther :Endangered Review
 
 
A  letter to David Shindle  with the Us fish and Wildlife Service to protect our panthers
and keep them on the endangered species list. This is public input.Like to see this in
commentary soon. Thanks News-Press
 
  David:Please do not change the Florida panthers endangered status. Not until we
have over 1,000  panthers in 3 different states should this be changed from
Endangered.
 
Right now the Florida panthers are being killed at an alarming rate on our roads.We
need  multiple police patrols in panther habitat areas . Find money for more patrols.
Another panther was found dead on our roads yesterday. See my letter to the editor in
the News-Press , Ft. Myers. So far 13 panthers have been killed this year on our roads.
With nothing done to stop this carnage and disrespect for speed laws.Get going on
this.Get your people on the roads and ticketing speeders along with the highway patrol
and sheriffs departments. Fund wildlife underpasses by asking the appropriate
government authorities to do this. , too. Why? Because our panthers have gone down
in population  from 10% to 15% to endangered, stop this road carnage now. 
 
We will see the panthers on the severely endangered list if we do not increase to 2
million acres  for pure panther habitat. You people sit on your hands as the male
panthers fight and die  over cramped quarters .The Panther Refuge has not increased
in  size in years. We need at least hundreds of thousand of acres  designated as  a
Panther  Refuge lands and more wildlife corridors, wildlife easements on hundreds of
ranches and farms and the biggest problem which I mentioned last is deer habitat. And
our Lee County commissioners could care less by taking thousands of acres out of
panther and deer habitat out of the mix by developing it. 
 
Deer habitat means more panthers in Florida , but deer habitat has been swallowed up
by rampant development all over  our state. Especially, in Lee County with huge
developments in our DRGR,and Babcock Ranch. Once the deer population collapses
and so will the panther population collapse.Stop deer habitat  and wild hog loss  by
condemning development in deer territory. Which you do NOT do and should do to save
our panthers.
 
There is no scientific evidence  to strip the panthers from the endangered list.The

mailto:CVeaux@aol.com
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statistics are morbid. One hundred thirty  to  one hundred panthers  means endangered.
to extinction numbers. One  panther virus sweeping through our panther population and
we would be below the 50 mark again.Many environmentalists think the panthers are
doomed to extinction already because of our crowded roads and huge
developments.Stop the pending developments  on Corkscrew Road, in Collier
County(25,000 acres in one prE posed development) and on the Babcock Ranch in Lee
County.Feds, do your job .Help us out to stop panthers from declining  in number.Help
stop development
 
We know the ranchers are up in arms over calf loss. Give them  more money when a
panther kills their calves. Find ways to protect their livestock. Work with them to find
unique ways  to protect their animals. Change their negative attitudes toward
panthers.Use donkeys? They work to protect sheep in Texas from coyotes. They might
work to protect livestock from panthers. Educate ranchers to save panthers.
 
We have 20.6. million plus people in Florida. Everyday they need to be reminded to
obey the speed laws in panther habitat .Build wildlife underpasses Tell your elected
officials and panther workers to find more land and stop all development in panther
territory and deer lands by working with planners, elected officials and the public .Which
isn't being done at the present time.
 
Tell our county commissioners to stop  the development of the Babcock Ranch property
in Lee  County  on A+ panther lands . Which Kitson promised to do twice .River Hall
should not developed either. 
 
Please do not changed the status of panthers in Florida. They need your and
our help.To all residents of Lee County call , write and  email the  county commissioners
to stop development in the DRGR and in Lee County on Babcock Ranch.

 
As I said, taking land from deer habitat will wipe our panthers.Stop the building in panther habitat areas.
Stop building on open lands all over the state.Stop the speeding traffic in all areas  where there are
panthers Build more panther  crossings. Stop them from building anything in panther habitat.Tell the
county COMMISSON to stop approving development in  THE DRGR.

 
Carl Veaux,I speak for all the wild animals.
 
3705 SE 3rd Place
 
Cape Coral, Fl 33904
 
 
 
  
 
 



From: Jan Cummings
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fwd: Florida panther comment
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 11:04:13 AM

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Jan Cummings <jjcfly@centurylink.net>
To: david shindle <david.shindle@fws.gov>
Sent: Mon, 28 Aug 2017 11:00:38 -0400 (EDT)
Subject: Florida panther comment

Dear David,

It is my understanding that the federal government is about to review the endangered status of the florida panther.  I
strongly urge that the endangered staus be retained on this species.  Due to the large habitat requirements of the
panther and its competition with human developmental encroachment we must continue to remain diligent in our
protection of the florida panther to allow for
its continued recovery from near extinction.

The florida panthern is not only a state treasure but a national treasure which deserves our best efforts to preserve
the species for the future.

Best Regards,
Jan Cummings
Punta Gorda, FL
jjcfly@centurylink.net

mailto:jjcfly@centurylink.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: PATRICIA SALBERG
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fwd: Florida panther
Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 12:03:29 PM

I am writing to protest the possible downgrading of the Florida panther from
"endangered" to any other listing.

Florida panther deaths every year apparently occur at a rate that threatens the
survival of this animal in Florida.  As the people of Florida have chosen this animal as
the official State Animal, everything possible must be done to preserve it.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Many thousands of Florida residents will
be watching for the outcome of this review and will vote accordingly in 2018.

Sincerely,

Patricia Salberg

1777 Midlothian Street

Sarasota, FL 34234

mailto:psalberg1@comcast.net
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From: tashadax@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fwd: Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 15, 2017 9:37:00 AM

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE device

------ Original message------
From: tashadax@aol.com
Date: Mon, Aug 14, 2017 10:50 PM
To: david.shindle@fws.gov;
Cc:
Subject:Florida Panthers

Dear Sir,

Please keep the Florida Panthers on the endangered species list. They are beautiful cats and need to be preserved in
their natural habitat in Florida. Please keep them protected.

Sincerely,
Laura Mendez
32789

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE device
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From: Judith Perkel
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fwd: Panthers Protection
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 6:37:39 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

>
>
> Sent from my iPhone
>
>
>
>> Please DO NOT remove endangered status to Florida's magnificent Panthers.  They are a Florida treasure and
should not be put in harms way.  They are depending on you to PROTECT them.
>> Judith Perkel
>> Plantation Fla
>>
>> Sent from my iPhone
>

mailto:cardtales@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Lori Tedder
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fwd: Please Keep maximumPanther protection
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:42:31 PM

>> Hello Mr. Shindle,
>>
>> I think it's important to protect the protections for the few panthers remaining
>>
>> Florida has enough people and development.    We need to keep wildlife protected and keep enough land for
them to live without us spilling over onto what remains of their habitat. 
>>
>> Help them, Mr. Shindle,  you're their only hope!
>> Everyone and everything is doomed if it's left up to the politicians (or voters)
>>
>> Thank you for your service and stewardship. 
>>
>> Lori Tedder
>> Orlando,  FL

mailto:cheeta17@icloud.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


I recently urged the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to make sure that
Florida’s state animal, the panther, remains protected under the
Endangered Species Act. Fewer than 250 panthers remain in our state
and they deserve to be protected from extinction!

TOMORROW is the deadline to weigh in on this decision with the Fish
and Wildlife Service. You can send your thoughts by email to David
Shindle, the biologist collecting responses, at david_shindle@fws.gov
or by fax to 

From: Yahoo
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fwd: Protecting Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 4:11:36 PM

Dear Sir,
Please continue protecting the Florida panther on the Endangered Species list. It would be terrible to let this
magnificent, mythic animal become extinct. That is what would happen if you took them off the
Endangered Species List. Be compassionate. Once an animal becomes extinct it is the end. The more we
lose, the more possibilities for research, enjoyment, understanding and enrichment in our lives we also
lose. Thank you for your 
Understanding. 
Sincerely, 
Joan Lyon

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Congressman Vern Buchanan" <Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov>
Date: August 28, 2017 at 1:08:53 PM EDT
To: joanjaguar@yahoo.com
Subject: Protecting Florida Panthers
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Let me know if you agree that panthers must remain protected by
replying to this email or by LIKING my Facebook.

Vern

Buchanan Urges Feds Not to Downgrade Panther Protections

Zac Anderson

U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan is calling on federal wildlife officials to
maintain the highest level of protection for the Florida panther under
the Endangered Species Act.

Buchanan, R-Longboat Key, wrote a letter Wednesday to Greg
Sheehan, the acting director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
expressing “my strong concern over reports that the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service may weaken protections for Florida panthers.”

Federal officials currently are reviewing the status of the panther,
which is listed as “endangered” with a population estimated at around
200. The federal government recently downgraded the status of
another iconic Florida species, the West Indian manatee, lowering it
from “endangered” to "threatened." Buchanan objected to that
decision.

 Buchanan told Sheehan that “major hurdles remain to the full
recovery” of the panther.

“Alarmingly, your agency’s standard review comes less than a year after
32 panthers were struck and killed by vehicles on Florida roadways —
the highest number of panther-involved accidents ever recorded,”
Buchanan wrote in his letter. “Such traffic fatalities have risen more
than 65 percent since 2012, outpacing the number of documented
panther births. These roadkills are in addition to other causes of death,
including poaching and disease.”

The Congressman’s move comes six months after federal wildlife
officials decided to downgrade the protected status of the West Indian
manatee, leading a bipartisan group of Florida lawmakers led by
Buchanan to formally objecting to the decision.

In March, the U.S. Department of the Interior announced that
manatees will be considered “threatened” instead of “endangered”
under the Endangered Species Act. The change in status could pave the
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way for state and local officials to roll back manatee protections.

A letter signed by 11 Florida lawmakers — nine Democrats and two
Republicans — calls the decision “disappointing and potentially very
harmful to the survival of the iconic Florida animal.”

The Florida panther was one of the original 14 mammals named to the
endangered species list in 1967, but a critical habitat for the big cats
has never been established, “even though one is required by the
Endangered Species Act,” Buchanan noted.

Though the review by the agency occurs every five years, Buchanan
said he is concerned the safeguards may be weakened because the
agency has said it will consider a study claiming the Florida panther is
no different than pumas or mountain lions in western states.

Buchanan was referring to a 2000 study that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has come to focus on by geneticist Melanie Culver and three
fellow scientists that concluded that all the panthers, pumas and
mountain lions in North America are actually a single subspecies. To
some, that suggests that Florida panthers are nothing special,
genetically.

But Culver, in an interview, said she believes the Florida panther still
belongs on the endangered list, just not the way it is listed now. The
U.S. Geological Survey scientist concedes that making a change would
require a complex solution.

“You’d have to de-list it and then petition it to be listed as another
entity,” Culver told the Tampa Bay Times. “That’s a legal problem.
They’d have to completely lose legal protection to be protected the right
way.”

Florida panthers are the Sunshine State’s official state animal, voted in
by schoolchildren over such other contenders as the alligator and the
mosquito.
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I recently
urged
the
U.S.
Fish
and
Wildlife
Service
to
make
sure
that
Florida’s
state
animal,
the
panther,
remains
protected

From: lweatherly4@comcast.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fwd: Protecting Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 2:15:25 PM

We should protect the FL Panther.  Set up a protective program like for the Pandas in China that
protects a breeding population and limited releases into the wild.
----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Congressman Vern Buchanan <Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov>
To: lweatherly4@comcast.net
Sent: Mon, 28 Aug 2017 16:59:43 -0000 (UTC)
Subject: Protecting Florida Panthers
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under
the
Endangered
Species
Act.
Fewer
than
250
panthers
remain
in
our
state
and
they
deserve
to
be
protected
from
extinction!

TOMORROW
is
the
deadline
to
weigh
in
on
this
decision
with
the
Fish
and
Wildlife
Service.
You
can
send
your



thoughts
by
email
to
David
Shindle,
the
biologist
collecting
responses,
at
david_shindle@fws.gov
or
by
fax
to

Let
me
know
if
you
agree
that
panthers
must
remain
protected
by
replying
to
this
email or
by
LIKING
my
Facebook.

Vern
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Buchanan
Urges
Feds
Not
to
Downgrade
Panther
Protections

Zac
Anderson

U.S.
Rep.
Vern
Buchanan
is
calling
on
federal
wildlife
officials
to
maintain
the
highest
level
of
protection
for
the
Florida
panther
under
the
Endangered
Species
Act.

Buchanan,



R-Longboat
Key,
wrote
a
letter
Wednesday
to
Greg
Sheehan,
the
acting
director
of
the
U.S.
Fish
and
Wildlife
Service,
expressing
“my
strong
concern
over
reports
that
the
U.S.
Fish
and
Wildlife
Service
may
weaken
protections
for
Florida
panthers.”

Federal
officials
currently



are
reviewing
the
status
of
the
panther,
which
is
listed
as
“endangered”
with
a
population
estimated
at
around
200.
The
federal
government
recently
downgraded
the
status
of
another
iconic
Florida
species,
the
West
Indian
manatee,
lowering
it
from
“endangered”
to
"threatened." Buchanan

https://iqconnect.lmhostediq.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=FL13VB&crop=15714.41740894.6074614.8017589&report_id=&redirect=http%3a%2f%2fwww.heraldtribune.com%2fnews%2f20170413%2fflorida-lawmakers-object-to-manatee-downgrade&redir_log=359679794497608


objected
to
that
decision.

 Buchanan
told
Sheehan
that
“major
hurdles
remain
to
the
full
recovery”
of
the
panther.

“Alarmingly,
your
agency’s
standard
review
comes
less
than
a
year
after
32
panthers
were
struck
and
killed
by
vehicles
on
Florida
roadways
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the
highest
number
of
panther-involved
accidents
ever
recorded,”
Buchanan
wrote
in
his
letter.
“Such
traffic
fatalities
have
risen
more
than
65
percent
since
2012,
outpacing
the
number
of
documented
panther
births.
These
roadkills
are
in
addition
to
other
causes
of



death,
including
poaching
and
disease.”

The
Congressman’s
move
comes
six
months
after
federal
wildlife
officials
decided
to
downgrade
the
protected
status
of
the
West
Indian
manatee,
leading
a
bipartisan
group
of
Florida
lawmakers
led
by
Buchanan
to
formally
objecting
to
the



decision.

In
March,
the
U.S.
Department
of
the
Interior
announced
that
manatees
will
be
considered
“threatened”
instead
of
“endangered”
under
the
Endangered
Species
Act.
The
change
in
status
could
pave
the
way
for
state
and
local
officials
to
roll
back
manatee



protections.

A
letter
signed
by
11
Florida
lawmakers

nine
Democrats
and
two
Republicans

calls
the
decision
“disappointing
and
potentially
very
harmful
to
the
survival
of
the
iconic
Florida
animal.”

The
Florida
panther
was
one
of
the
original
14



mammals
named
to
the
endangered
species
list
in
1967,
but
a
critical
habitat
for
the
big
cats
has
never
been
established,
“even
though
one
is
required
by
the
Endangered
Species
Act,”
Buchanan
noted.

Though
the
review
by
the
agency
occurs
every



five
years,
Buchanan
said
he
is
concerned
the
safeguards
may
be
weakened
because
the
agency
has
said
it
will
consider
a
study
claiming
the
Florida
panther
is
no
different
than
pumas
or
mountain
lions
in
western
states.

Buchanan
was
referring
to



a
2000
study
that
the
U.S.
Fish
and
Wildlife
Service
has
come
to
focus
on
by
geneticist
Melanie
Culver
and
three
fellow
scientists
that
concluded
that
all
the
panthers,
pumas
and
mountain
lions
in
North
America
are
actually
a
single
subspecies.



To
some,
that
suggests
that
Florida
panthers
are
nothing
special,
genetically.

But
Culver,
in
an
interview,
said
she
believes
the
Florida
panther
still
belongs
on
the
endangered
list,
just
not
the
way
it
is
listed
now.
The
U.S.
Geological
Survey
scientist



concedes
that
making
a
change
would
require
a
complex
solution.

“You’d
have
to
de-list
it
and
then
petition
it
to
be
listed
as
another
entity,”
Culver
told
the
Tampa
Bay
Times.
“That’s
a
legal
problem.
They’d
have
to
completely
lose
legal



protection
to
be
protected
the
right
way.”

Florida
panthers
are
the
Sunshine
State’s
official
state
animal,
voted
in
by
schoolchildren
over
such
other
contenders
as
the
alligator
and
the
mosquito.
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I recently urged the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to make sure that
Florida’s state animal, the panther, remains protected under the
Endangered Species Act. Fewer than 250 panthers remain in our state
and they deserve to be protected from extinction!

TOMORROW is the deadline to weigh in on this decision with the Fish
and Wildlife Service. You can send your thoughts by email to David
Shindle, the biologist collecting responses, at david_shindle@fws.gov
or by fax to 

From: WLSunshine .
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fwd: Protecting Florida Panthers
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:21:54 PM

Hello,

Please make it your priority to protect the Florida panther from extinction. Predators are an
important part of the ecosystem in Florida, and an irreplaceable part of our biodiversity. This state
has rich wildlife and the panther plays an important role.

Thank you for considering Congressman Buchanan's efforts on behalf of the Florida panther.

Sincerely,
Allison W Sunshine
4618 hidden Forest Lane
Sarasota, FL 34235

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Congressman Vern Buchanan <Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov>
Date: Mon, Aug 28, 2017 at 12:59 PM
Subject: Protecting Florida Panthers
To: wendylsunshine@gmail.com
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Let me know if you agree that panthers must remain protected by
replying to this email or by LIKING my Facebook.

Vern

Buchanan Urges Feds Not to Downgrade Panther Protections

Zac Anderson

U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan is calling on federal wildlife officials to
maintain the highest level of protection for the Florida panther under
the Endangered Species Act.

Buchanan, R-Longboat Key, wrote a letter Wednesday to Greg
Sheehan, the acting director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
expressing “my strong concern over reports that the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service may weaken protections for Florida panthers.”

Federal officials currently are reviewing the status of the panther,
which is listed as “endangered” with a population estimated at around
200. The federal government recently downgraded the status of
another iconic Florida species, the West Indian manatee, lowering it
from “endangered” to "threatened." Buchanan objected to that
decision.

 Buchanan told Sheehan that “major hurdles remain to the full
recovery” of the panther.

“Alarmingly, your agency’s standard review comes less than a year after
32 panthers were struck and killed by vehicles on Florida roadways —
the highest number of panther-involved accidents ever recorded,”
Buchanan wrote in his letter. “Such traffic fatalities have risen more
than 65 percent since 2012, outpacing the number of documented
panther births. These roadkills are in addition to other causes of death,
including poaching and disease.”

The Congressman’s move comes six months after federal wildlife
officials decided to downgrade the protected status of the West Indian
manatee, leading a bipartisan group of Florida lawmakers led by
Buchanan to formally objecting to the decision.

In March, the U.S. Department of the Interior announced that
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manatees will be considered “threatened” instead of “endangered”
under the Endangered Species Act. The change in status could pave the
way for state and local officials to roll back manatee protections.

A letter signed by 11 Florida lawmakers — nine Democrats and two
Republicans — calls the decision “disappointing and potentially very
harmful to the survival of the iconic Florida animal.”

The Florida panther was one of the original 14 mammals named to the
endangered species list in 1967, but a critical habitat for the big cats
has never been established, “even though one is required by the
Endangered Species Act,” Buchanan noted.

Though the review by the agency occurs every five years, Buchanan
said he is concerned the safeguards may be weakened because the
agency has said it will consider a study claiming the Florida panther is
no different than pumas or mountain lions in western states.

Buchanan was referring to a 2000 study that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has come to focus on by geneticist Melanie Culver and three
fellow scientists that concluded that all the panthers, pumas and
mountain lions in North America are actually a single subspecies. To
some, that suggests that Florida panthers are nothing special,
genetically.

But Culver, in an interview, said she believes the Florida panther still
belongs on the endangered list, just not the way it is listed now. The
U.S. Geological Survey scientist concedes that making a change would
require a complex solution.

“You’d have to de-list it and then petition it to be listed as another
entity,” Culver told the Tampa Bay Times. “That’s a legal problem.
They’d have to completely lose legal protection to be protected the right
way.”

Florida panthers are the Sunshine State’s official state animal, voted in
by schoolchildren over such other contenders as the alligator and the
mosquito.
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I recently urged the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to make sure that
Florida’s state animal, the panther, remains protected under the
Endangered Species Act. Fewer than 250 panthers remain in our state
and they deserve to be protected from extinction!

TOMORROW is the deadline to weigh in on this decision with the Fish
and Wildlife Service. You can send your thoughts by email to David
Shindle, the biologist collecting responses, at david_shindle@fws.gov
or by fax to 

Let me know if you agree that panthers must remain protected by

From: jdesrosi10@comcast.net
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Fwd: Protecting Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 4:31:57 AM

I agree with Representative Buchanan on this issue. 

Jennifer Desrosiers
North Port FL

 

Sent from XFINITY Connect Mobile App

-----Original Message-----

From: Vern.BuchananEnews@mail.house.gov
To: jdesrosi10@comcast.net
Cc: 
Sent: 2017-08-28 1:10:01 PM 
Subject: Protecting Florida Panthers
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replying to this email or by LIKING my Facebook.

Vern

Buchanan Urges Feds Not to Downgrade Panther Protections

Zac Anderson

U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan is calling on federal wildlife officials to
maintain the highest level of protection for the Florida panther under
the Endangered Species Act.

Buchanan, R-Longboat Key, wrote a letter Wednesday to Greg
Sheehan, the acting director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
expressing “my strong concern over reports that the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service may weaken protections for Florida panthers.”

Federal officials currently are reviewing the status of the panther,
which is listed as “endangered” with a population estimated at around
200. The federal government recently downgraded the status of
another iconic Florida species, the West Indian manatee, lowering it
from “endangered” to "threatened." Buchanan objected to that
decision.

 Buchanan told Sheehan that “major hurdles remain to the full
recovery” of the panther.

“Alarmingly, your agency’s standard review comes less than a year after
32 panthers were struck and killed by vehicles on Florida roadways 
the highest number of panther-involved accidents ever recorded,”
Buchanan wrote in his letter. “Such traffic fatalities have risen more
than 65 percent since 2012, outpacing the number of documented
panther births. These roadkills are in addition to other causes of death,
including poaching and disease.”

The Congressman’s move comes six months after federal wildlife
officials decided to downgrade the protected status of the West Indian
manatee, leading a bipartisan group of Florida lawmakers led by
Buchanan to formally objecting to the decision.

In March, the U.S. Department of the Interior announced that
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manatees will be considered “threatened” instead of “endangered”
under the Endangered Species Act. The change in status could pave the
way for state and local officials to roll back manatee protections.

A letter signed by 11 Florida lawmakers  nine Democrats and two
Republicans  calls the decision “disappointing and potentially very
harmful to the survival of the iconic Florida animal.”

The Florida panther was one of the original 14 mammals named to the
endangered species list in 1967, but a critical habitat for the big cats
has never been established, “even though one is required by the
Endangered Species Act,” Buchanan noted.

Though the review by the agency occurs every five years, Buchanan
said he is concerned the safeguards may be weakened because the
agency has said it will consider a study claiming the Florida panther is
no different than pumas or mountain lions in western states.

Buchanan was referring to a 2000 study that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has come to focus on by geneticist Melanie Culver and three
fellow scientists that concluded that all the panthers, pumas and
mountain lions in North America are actually a single subspecies. To
some, that suggests that Florida panthers are nothing special,
genetically.

But Culver, in an interview, said she believes the Florida panther still
belongs on the endangered list, just not the way it is listed now. The
U.S. Geological Survey scientist concedes that making a change would
require a complex solution.

“You’d have to de-list it and then petition it to be listed as another
entity,” Culver told the Tampa Bay Times. “That’s a legal problem.
They’d have to completely lose legal protection to be protected the right
way.”

Florida panthers are the Sunshine State’s official state animal, voted in
by schoolchildren over such other contenders as the alligator and the
mosquito.
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From: Larry Williams
To: David Shindle; Roxanna Hinzman; Ken Warren; LeeAnn Kelso
Subject: Fwd: Resolution No. 2017/105
Date: Thursday, August 17, 2017 11:45:40 AM
Attachments: mime-attachment.html

Untitled attachment 12224.htm
Reso No. 2017-105.pdf
Untitled attachment 12227.htm

Fyi

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Leopoldo Miranda <leopoldo_miranda@fws.gov>
To: Jeffrey Fleming <jeffrey_m_fleming@fws.gov>
Cc: Aaron Valenta <aaron_valenta@fws.gov>, Jack Arnold
<jack_arnold@fws.gov>, Larry Williams <larry_williams@fws.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Resolution No. 2017/105

No action needed. FYI only

Leopoldo Miranda
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Assistant Regional Director - ES
Southeast US, Puerto Rico & 
US Virgin Islands

Sent from my iPhone

NOTE: This email correspondence and any attachments to and from this
sender is subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and may be
disclosed to third parties.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Amy Smith <ASmith@deerfield-beach.com>
To: "Mildred.Velasquez@tamarac.org"
<Mildred.Velasquez@tamarac.org>, "jjkavanagh@margatefl.com"
<jjkavanagh@margatefl.com>, "agrant@cityofwestpark.org"
<agrant@cityofwestpark.org>, "pvancheri@nlauderdale.org"
<pvancheri@nlauderdale.org>, "amorales@coralsprings.org"
<amorales@coralsprings.org>, "aanderson@lauderhill-fl.gov"
<aanderson@lauderhill-fl.gov>, "asceleta.hammond@copbfl.com"
<asceleta.hammond@copbfl.com>, "arobinson@plantation.org"
<arobinson@plantation.org>, "coconut42@bellsouth.net"
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<coconut42@bellsouth.net>, "brendas@nsidfl.gov"
<brendas@nsidfl.gov>, "dsoloman@fortlauderdale.gov"
<dsoloman@fortlauderdale.gov>, "drogers@ppines.com"
<drogers@ppines.com>, "dthomas@coralsprings.org"
<dthomas@coralsprings.org>, "dagibbs@miramarfl.gov"
<dagibbs@miramarfl.gov>, "egbeckford@nlauderdale.org"
<egbeckford@nlauderdale.org>, "evelyn_roig@davie-fl.gov"
<evelyn_roig@davie-fl.gov>, "fbravo@sunrisefl.gov"
<fbravo@sunrisefl.gov>, "Gillian_Esquenazi@davie-fl.gov"
<Gillian_Esquenazi@davie-fl.gov>, "igosine@lauderhill-fl.gov"
<igosine@lauderhill-fl.gov>, "isolera@southwestranches.org"
<isolera@southwestranches.org>, "jninesling@coconutcreek.net"
<jninesling@coconutcreek.net>, "JModarelli@fortlauderdale.gov"
<JModarelli@fortlauderdale.gov>, "JLewis@coopercityfl.org"
<JLewis@coopercityfl.org>, "jjohnson@margatefl.com"
<jjohnson@margatefl.com>, "joh@lighthousepoint.com"
<joh@lighthousepoint.com>, "jljohnson@cityofparkland.org"
<jljohnson@cityofparkland.org>, "kselchan@westonfl.org"
<kselchan@westonfl.org>, "ksims@wiltonmanors.com"
<ksims@wiltonmanors.com>, "kervin.alfred@copbfl.com"
<kervin.alfred@copbfl.com>, "LMay@coconutcreek.net"
<LMay@coconutcreek.net>, "lstilson@ci.dania-beach.fl.us"
<lstilson@ci.dania-beach.fl.us>, "MBowers@coconutcreek.net"
<MBowers@coconutcreek.net>, "mbataille@cohb.org"
<mbataille@cohb.org>, "mgraham@ppines.com"
<mgraham@ppines.com>, "mgirard@sunrisefl.gov"
<mgirard@sunrisefl.gov>, "manzalone@hollywoodfl.org"
<manzalone@hollywoodfl.org>, "nnbarrettforbes@miramarfl.gov"
<nnbarrettforbes@miramarfl.gov>,
"njoseph@townofpembrokepark.com"
<njoseph@townofpembrokepark.com>, "pcerny@hollywoodfl.org"
<pcerny@hollywoodfl.org>, "pbates@westonfl.org"
<pbates@westonfl.org>, "renees@oaklandparkfl.gov"
<renees@oaklandparkfl.gov>, "rmuniz@southwestranches.org"
<rmuniz@southwestranches.org>, Samantha Gillyard
<SGillyard@deerfield-beach.com>, Web City Clerk
<web.clerk@deerfield-beach.com>, "sharonh@lauderdalelakes.org"
<sharonh@lauderdalelakes.org>, "sslattery@plantation.org"
<sslattery@plantation.org>, "susanp@coopercityfl.org"
<susanp@coopercityfl.org>, "tedras@lbts-fl.gov" <tedras@lbts-
fl.gov>, "tjones@margatefl.com" <tjones@margatefl.com>,
"tschneider@ci.dania-beach.fl.us" <tschneider@ci.dania-
beach.fl.us>, "yrodriguez@cohb.org" <yrodriguez@cohb.org>,
"robing@oaklandparkfl.gov" <robing@oaklandparkfl.gov>,
"yalvarez@townofhillsborobeach.com"
<yalvarez@townofhillsborobeach.com>, "sdotson@fl-counties.com"
<sdotson@fl-counties.com>, "tkusmierz@fl-counties.com"
<tkusmierz@fl-counties.com>, "mltighe@browardleague.org"
<mltighe@browardleague.org>, "ldove@flcitites.com"
<ldove@flcitites.com>, "scochrane@browardleague.org"
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<scochrane@browardleague.org>, "rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com"
<rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com>,
"bobby.dubose@myfloridahouse.gov"
<bobby.dubose@myfloridahouse.gov>, "flombardo@broward.org"
<flombardo@broward.org>, "ccook@flcities.com"
<ccook@flcities.com>, "crussell@flcities.com"
<crussell@flcities.com>, "leopoldo_miranda@fws.gov"
<leopoldo_miranda@fws.gov>
Cc: Samantha Gillyard <SGillyard@deerfield-beach.com>, Heather
Montemayor <HMontemayor@deerfield-beach.com>, Latasha
Flintroy <LFlintroy@deerfield-beach.com>
Subject: Resolution No. 2017/105

Good morning ,
 
Please see the attached resolutions that were passed and adopted by City
Commission on August 15, 2017.
 
Resolution No. 2017/105: Opposing the removal of Florida Panthers from
endangered species protection by the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service.
 
Thank you,
 
 

 
Amy Smith
Administrative Support Specialist
Office of the City Clerk
City of Deerfield Beach
150 NE 2nd Avenue
Deerfield Beach, FL 33441
P: 
F: 
 
 
 

The City of Deerfield Beach is governed by the Public Records Act
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as set forth in Chapter 119, Florida Statutes. Emails and email
addresses are subject to the Public Records Act and are public
records subject to disclosure. All emails, and any corresponding
email addresses, sent or received are retained by the City of Deerfield
Beach as public records. If you do not want your email or email
address released in response to a public records request, do not send
electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact the City Clerk's office
by phone at  or in writing.



From: looprd@aol.com
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Cc: Nick.Wiley@MyFWC.com; Cory.Morea@MyFWC.com; commissioners@Myfwc.com
Subject: Fwd: Support delisting panthers in Florida from being classified as a seperate sub-specieces
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 12:40:04 PM
Attachments: cap001.bmp

cap002.bmp
IMG00351-20110619-1703.jpg
IMG00359-20110619-1704.jpg
pantherba.jpg
Genomic_ancestry_of_the_American_puma-1.pdf
IUCN(1)(1).pdf
delistiing of panthers from ESA almost final.docx

-----Original Message-----
From: looprd <looprd@aol.com>
To: David_shindle <David_shindle@fws.gov>
Cc: Nick.Wiley <Nick.Wiley@MyFWC.com>; Cory.Morea <Cory.Morea@MyFWC.com>; commissioners
<commissioners@Myfwc.com>
Sent: Fri, Aug 11, 2017 12:30 pm
Subject: Support delisting panthers in Florida from being classified as a seperate sub-specieces

 
To USFWS  David Shindle
David_shindle@fws.gov  Fax# 
Subject   Our support of delisting panthers in Florida as a separate subspecies
July 30, 2017
Our family supports delisting of panthers living in Florida from the endangered species designation due to
science that has shown that all North American panthers are actually one and the same and the 1967
science claiming 32 sub-species of panthers is flawed and out of date. Genomic Ancestry of Puma being
and the IUCN report part of a few studies showing this.
Living our entire life in South Florida we grew up hunting fishing frogging camping mostly in the Cypress
area due to friends living there and being close to where we lived.  Growing up in this environment made
it natural for us to support wildlife and habitat management as we saw South Florida’s overdevelopment
and population expansion.
Originally the idea of bringing in panthers to help with the inbreeding troubles caused by panthers in
Florida being cut off from other populations due to habitat fragmentation and knowing that there were very
few, if any, panthers left along the Eastern Seaboard of the U.S. might be okay.
We should have known better that there would be adverse consequences due to watching nearly every
project involving any of the DOI agencies as well as our water managers cause more troubles
environmentally/culturally than they do to help.  The stacking of water for the artificially create habitat for
the Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow is the perfect example of one such trouble. To this day, ENP refuses
water to move south.  Here is a link from a booklet Tom Shirley and the ECC put together while it is not
directly related to our support of delisting panthers it is to show USFWS that we have multiple reasons
and experience with our environment.
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvh2sxrtlvj241k/AAAct7ttMfxHKzGAMWFrrSZ3a?dl=0
http://www.slideshare.net/secret/oisz1MrdAgW6yh
Our family was very fortunate to be connected to Ben Wolfe and his home on Loop Road in the Big
Cypress and several friend’s properties. This gave us the ability to spend a lot of time there.
While I understand much of what I write and saw is considered just anecdotal information it is truthful.
In the 1970’s, 80’s and early 90’s we did not run across panthers very often and were thrilled to see one
when we did usually during high water years.
 In I995 or so we knew about the bringing in of some cats from Texas did not think much about them
because we still were not seeing any near Bens home or around the areas we visited along Loop Road.  I

mailto:looprd@aol.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
mailto:Nick.Wiley@MyFWC.com
mailto:Cory.Morea@MyFWC.com
mailto:commissioners@Myfwc.com
mailto:David_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvh2sxrtlvj241k/AAAct7ttMfxHKzGAMWFrrSZ3a?dl
http://www.slideshare.net/secret/oisz1MrdAgW6yh
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Genomic Ancestry of the American Puma
(Puma concolor)
M. Culver, W. E. Johnson, J. Pecon-Slattery, and S. J. O’Brien


Puma concolor, a large American cat species, occupies the most extensive range
of any New World terrestrial mammal, spanning 110 degrees of latitude from the
Canadian Yukon to the Straits of Magellan. Until the recent Holocene, pumas co-
existed with a diverse array of carnivores including the American lion (Panthera
atrox), the North American cheetah (Miracynonyx trumani), and the saber toothed
tiger (Smilodon fatalis). Genomic DNA specimens from 315 pumas of specified geo-
graphic origin (261 contemporary and 54 museum specimens) were collected for
molecular genetic and phylogenetic analyses of three mitochondrial gene sequenc-
es (16S rRNA, ATPase-8, and NADH-5) plus composite microsatellite genotypes (10
feline loci). Six phylogeographic groupings or subspecies were resolved, and the
entire North American population (186 individuals from 15 previously named sub-
species) was genetically homogeneous in overall variation relative to central and
South American populations. The marked uniformity of mtDNA and a reduction in
microsatellite allele size expansion indicates that North American pumas derive
from a recent (late Pleistocene circa 10,000 years ago) replacement and recoloni-
zation by a small number of founders who themselves originated from a centrum
of puma genetic diversity in eastern South America 200,000–300,000 years ago.
The recolonization of North American pumas was coincident with a massive late
Pleistocene extinction event that eliminated 80% of large vertebrates in North Amer-
ica and may have extirpated pumas from that continent as well.


Pumas (also called mountain lions, or cou-
gars) occupy a vast range of ecological
zones (Figure 1A) as diverse as desert, sa-
vannah, tropical rain forest, and alpine
steppes (Anderson 1983; Hansen 1992).
Adult size varies from 50 to 70 kg at the
equator to twice that size in the extreme
reaches of the Canadian Yukon and Pata-
gonian pampas. The puma fossil record is
less than half a million years old, but both
molecular and morphologic studies sug-
gest that the puma’s origin dates to the
late Miocene [5–8 million years before the
present (MYBP)], when pumas evolved
from a common ancestor with the African
cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) and American
jaguarundi (Herpailurus yaguaroundi) (Jan-
czewski et al. 1995; Johnson and O’Brien
1997; Pecon-Slattery and O’Brien 1998; Van
Valkenburgh et al. 1990). Pumas most cer-
tainly arrived in South America 2–4 MYBP
during the Great American Interchange,
when eutherian carnivores first migrated
south from North America with the geo-
logic joining of the Panamanian land
bridge (Marshall et al. 1982; Stehli and
Webb 1985; Webb 1978; Webb and Mar-


shall 1981; Webb and Rancy 1996). Al-
though the event would suggest that mod-
ern pumas originated from a North
American ancestry, the puma fossil record
in South America is so poor that a more
recent neotropical origin and northward
dispersal cannot be ruled out (Kurten
1976; Werdelin 1989).


The peopling of North and South Amer-
ica clearly diminished puma populations
in recent centuries, reducing the range by
two-thirds in North America as a conse-
quence of habitat destruction and human
depredation (Figure 1A). Except for the
small endangered population of Florida
panther (Puma concolor coryi) living in cy-
press swamps of south Florida, pumas are
extinct east of the Mississippi (Hansen
1992; Maehr 1998; Roelke et al. 1993).
Nonetheless, elimination of bounties and
recent legislative protection has led to an
increase in puma numbers in many areas
since 1900. Some 32 separate geographic
subspecies of puma have been described
based on geographic and morphometric
criteria (Figure 1A) (Neff 1983; Young and
Goldman 1946). The eastern cougar (P. c.
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couguar) and the Wisconsin puma (P. c.
schorgeri) are presumed extinct, and three
subspecies (P. c. coryi, P. c. costaricensis,
and P. c. brownii) are classified as endan-
gered or threatened by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Hansen 1992).


Here we examine the extent of genetic
diversity using three groups of genetic
markers (mtDNA coding genes, Y-chro-
mosome Zfy intron sequence, and 10 nu-
clear feline microsatellite loci) among 315
individual pumas: 261 contemporary ani-
mals and 54 museum specimens, each of
known geographic origin representing 31
of 32 named subspecies. The pattern of
variation within and among subspecies
was employed to verify phylogeographic
subdivision and to interpret the natural
history of the species. The cumulative
data support the recognition of six oper-
ational taxonomic units (OTUs) or sub-
species based on their sharing of a
‘‘unique geographic range or habitat, a
group of phylogenetically concordant’’
phenotypic characters and ‘‘a unique nat-
ural history’’ (Avise and Ball 1990;
O’Brien and Mayr 1991). Molecular mark-
ers show that individuals from the North
American continent comprise a large pan-
mictic population and display reduced
genetic variation relative to South Amer-
ican pumas, an indication of an historic
founder effect in the North American
puma ancestry. Four of the six recognized
puma OTUs reflect geographic (potential
faunal) boundaries, while the other two
are likely hybrid (or intergrade) zones
from geographically adjacent subspecies.
Consistency of the genetic/phylogenetic
results with each category of genetic
markers offers confidence in subspecies
classification and has implications for
natural history and present conservation
management of the puma.


Materials and Methods


Samples
Biological samples were collected from
315 pumas and were obtained from the
wild (n � 148), captive facilities (n � 113),
and museums (n � 54) (Figure 1A). Sam-
ples included 1–35 animals from each of
32 subspecies. Captive animals were wild
born and of known geographic origin.
Samples were assigned to the nearest sub-
species based on geographic location (Ca-
brera 1963; Jackson 1955; Neff 1983; Young
and Goldman 1946). Population samples
were selected to exclude known related in-
dividuals, or in the case of Florida, known
hybrids (O’Brien et al. 1990). Samples of


cheetah, jaguarundi, Geoffroy’s cat (Onci-
felis geoffroyi), and domestic cat (Felis ca-
tus) were included as outgroup species.


DNA was extracted from white blood
cells, whole blood, primary fibroblast cul-
tures from skin biopsies, or tissues follow-
ing a phenol-chloroform protocol (Sam-
brook et al. 1989). DNA from hide, hair,
and bone samples was extracted using a
silica based, guanidium extraction method
(Höss and Pääbo 1993; Johnson et al.
1998; Pääbo et al. 1988).


mtDNA Markers
Products for both single-strand confor-
mation polymorphism (SSCP) and se-
quencing of mtDNA regions were ob-
tained by PCR amplification of genomic
DNA (Saiki et al. 1985) using primers that
amplify portions of the 16S rRNA (16S),
NADH-5 (ND5), and ATPase-8 (ATP8) genes
(Johnson et al. 1998; Johnson and O’Brien
1997). PCR amplification of museum sam-
ples was performed with two pairs of
hemi-nested primers for 16S and ND5
(Johnson et al. 1998) except 16S-3F-5�GA-
GACCCATTAATTTCAACCG-3� is substitut-
ed for 16S-1NF. PCR reactions were per-
formed using 20 ng of genomic DNA in the
presence of 10 mM Tris-HCl (pH 8.3), 50
mM KCl, 1.5 mM MgCl2, 200 �M each of
dATP, dCTP, dGTP, dTTP, 0.16 mg/ml BSA,
1 �M of each primer, and 1 unit Taq poly-
merase enzyme in a volume of 10 �l (2.5
units in 25 �l for museum specimens).
Thermocycling conditions consisted of
0.5 min denaturation at 94�C, 1.5 min an-
nealing at 49�C, and 1 min extension at
72�C for 30 cycles (35 or 40 cycles for mu-
seum samples). Resulting products were
visualized on a 2% agarose gel in TBE
buffer.


SSCP analyses were performed on
mtDNA amplification products from con-
temporary samples (Orita et al. 1989a;b;
Poduslo et al. 1991). PCR was performed
as described above with the addition of 1
�Ci of dCTP[�-32P]. The PCR product was
denatured at 95�C and electrophoresed on
a 4.5% nondenaturing polyacrylamide gel
with 10% glycerol at 60 W for 6 h. Several
individuals with identical banding pat-
terns were sequenced to confirm that
each had the same allele. PCR products
from museum specimens were directly se-
quenced. The mtDNA PCR products were
sequenced in both forward and reverse di-
rections using a Prism Dye Primer kit and
were analyzed by an ABI 373A automated
DNA sequencer (Applied Biosystems Inc.,
Foster City, CA). Sequences were deposit-


ed in GenBank (accession numbers
AF241812–AF241820).


Phylogenetic Analyses of mtDNA
Haplotypes
Phylogenetic analyses of mtDNA variation
were conducted for samples which suc-
cessfully amplified for all three gene seg-
ments (n � 286). Sequences for each gene
were combined for a total evidence ap-
proach (Huelsenbeck et al. 1996) covering
891 bp. The combined data were edited
and aligned using the program SE-
QUENCHER (version 3.0, Gene Codes
Corp., Ann Arbor, MI) and verified visually.
Genetic distances were estimated both by
absolute number of base pair differences
among haplotypes (p distance) and by the
Tajima-Nei model of substitution (Tajima
and Nei 1984) as implemented in the pro-
gram PAUP* (used with permission of D.
Swofford). Phylogenetic relationships
among the haplotypes were estimated us-
ing three major methods—minimum evo-
lution estimated by neighbor joining (NJ),
maximum parsimony (MP), and maximum
likelihood (ML)—using the program
PAUP*. Concordance among the resultant
topologies was considered to be strong
support for the observed phylogeny.


NJ trees were generated with the Tajima-
Nei distance estimates and a general heu-
ristic search with tree bisection-reconnec-
tion branch swapping. The MP analysis
was conducted by a general heuristic
search using simple sequence addition of
sequences and tree bisection-reconnec-
tion branch swapping. ML trees were gen-
erated using the HKY or F84 model (Has-
egawa et al. 1985). The starting tree was
obtained from the NJ analysis, the shape
parameter (�) for the gamma distribution
of rate heterogeneity among sites and the
transition:transversion (Ts:Tv) ratio were
set at default values, and base frequencies
were empirically derived. An iterative pro-
cess whereby each successive ML tree in-
corporated parameters estimated from
the preceeding ML analysis continued un-
til an optimal tree was consistently de-
rived. Relationships among mtDNA haplo-
types were estimated using a minimum
spanning network, computed from the ab-
solute number of differences between hap-
lotypes using the program MINSPNET (Ex-
coffier et al. 1992).


Zfy Intron Sequence
The terminal intron of Zfy, located on the
Y chromosome, was examined in 14 rep-
resentative male pumas (and one female
for a negative control). PCR was per-
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Figure 1. (A) Geographic ranges of 32 currently recognized subspecies of puma (Puma concolor) (Cabrera 1963; Jackson 1955; Neff 1983; Young and Goldman 1946). The
subspecies are labeled with a three-letter code, and the total number of samples examined here are indicated. Collaborators and institutions that supplied puma specimens
are ( listed alphabetically by institution): Alberto Paras, Africam Safari, Mexico; Agustin Iriarte, Agriculture Service SAG, Chile; Charles Land, Alaska Department of Fish and
Game; Ernesto Boede, Aquarium J.V. Seijas, Venezuela; Don Buckley, Arizona; Lisa Haynes, Stan Cunningham, Matt Peirce, and Harley Shaw, Arizona Game and Fish Department;
Troy Best, and Ned Gentz, Auburn University, Alabama; Lorenza Calvo, Aurora National Zoo, Guatemala; Nini N. DeBerger, Auto Safari Chapin, Guatemala; Sheila Schmelling,
Tony Garel, and Laurie Wilkins, Belize Zoo; Daryl Hebert and Dan Lay, British Columbia Ministry of Environment, Canada; Knut Atkinson, Rick Davies, British Columbia Wildlife
Branch, Canada; Juan Romero, Buenos Aires Zoological Park, Argentina; Sue Mainka, Wanda Dwelle, Lori Rogers, and Bob Cooper, Calgary Zoo and Botanical Gardens, Canada;
Dr. Hunter, Dave Jessup, Tony Atkinson, Jim Banks, and Kenneth Levine, California Department of Fish and Game; Stan van Zyll de Jong, Canadian Museum of Nature, Quebec;
Lilly and Werner Hagnauer, Canas, Las Pumas, Costa Rica; Ramon Quevedo Giorgiana, Dulce Brousset and Enrique Yanto, Centro de Convivencia Infantil, Mexico; Allen
Anderson, Colorado Division of Wildlife; Sonia Alcazar and Viviana Quse, Cordoba Zoological Park, Argentina; Rosana Nogueira de Morias, Curitiba Zoo, Brazil; Ricardo Ayala,
Durazno Zoological Park, Paraguay; Melody Roelke, Florida Game and Freshwater Fish Commission; Laurie Wilkins, Florida Museum of Natural History, Gainesville; Helida
Ferreira, Goiana Zoo, Brazil; Ross Anderson, Hogle Zoo, Salt Lake City, Utah; Kerry Murphy, Linda Sweanor, and Ken Logan, Hornocker Wildlife Research Institute; Joe Flanagan,
Houston Zoo, Texas; John Laundre, Idaho State University; Richard Greenwell, International Society of Cryptozoology, Tucson, Arizona; Emerson Suemitsu, Wanderlei de
Moraes, Itaipu, Brazil and Paraguay; Miriam Lazo, Juigalpa Zoo, Nicaragua; Melody Roelke, Kamloops Game Farm, Canada; Otto Carlos Jordan, La Paz Zoo, Bolivia; Dr. Marinelli,
La Plata Zoological Park, Argentina; Senor Meneses, La Ponderosa, Chile; Warren Johnson and Melanie Culver, Laboratory of Genomic Diversity, National Cancer Institute,
Maryland; Melody Roelke, Lima Zoo, Peru; Beverly Fronk, Lycoming County Historical Society Museum, Pennsylvania; Victoriano Corazon, Managua Zoo, Zoologico Nacional,
Nicaragua; Jorge Bustelo, Mendoza Zoological Park, Argentina; Jose Olazarri, Mercedes Zoological Park, Uruguay; Ernie Strahm, Mexico; Warren Johnson, Mina El Soldado,
Chile; Maria Rutzmoser, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cambridge, Massachusetts; James Patton, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, Berkeley, California; Peter Dratch, National
Fish and Wildlife Forensics Lab, Oregon; Alfred Gardner, National Museum of Natural History, Washington, DC; Mike Cox, Nevada Division of Wildlife; Walt Van Dyke, Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife; Bob Gagliuso, Oregon State University; Fernando Manvel Victoria, Parque Centenario, Merida, Mexico; Melody Roelke and Warren Johnson,
Parque de Fauna CONAF, Chile; Peter Crawshaw, Parque Nacional Foz de Iguazu, CENAP, IBAMA; Gambino Vasquez, Parque Zoologico de Leon, Mexico; Vicente Mongrell,
Parque Zoologico de Tamatan, Mexico; Kathy Quigley, Petencita Zoological Park, Guatemala; Jean-Christophe Vie, Programme Faune Sauvage, French Guyana; Sandro Jerez,
Rawson Zoological Park, Argentina; Matt Peirce and Harley Shaw, Reid Park Zoo, Tucson, Arizona; Dave Gonzalez, Rim County Veterinary Clinic, Nevada; Hector Seuanez, Rio
de Janeiro Zoo, Brazil; Roy McBride, San Antonio Zoological Gardens and Aquarium; David F. Johnson, San Diego Mesa College, Animal Health, California; Paul Beier, Santa
Ana Mountains Cougar Study, California; Otto Carlos Jordan, Santa Cruz Zoo, Bolivia; Patricio Yãnez, Santiago Museum of Natural History, Chile; Jeffrey Wyatt and Faical
Simon, Sao Paulo Zoo, Brazil; Yolanda Matamoros, Simon Bolivar Zoo, Costa Rica; Samuel Ocana, Sonoran Ecological Center, Mexico; Aduato Nunes, Sorocaba Zoo, Brazil;
Randall E. Junge, St. Louis Zoological Park, Missouri; Anabel Herrera, Summit Zoo, Panama; Jan Englund and Olavi Gronwald, Swedish Museum of Natural History, Stockholm,
Sweden; Bill Franklin, Torres del Paine National Park, Chile; Mike Syvanen, University of California, Davis; Frank Iwen and Adrian Wydeven, University of Wisconsin Zoological
Museum, Madison, Wisconsin; Ken Elowe, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources; Esmeralda Mujica, Valencia Aquarium, Venezuela; Melody Roelke, Vancouver Game Farm,
Canada; Briggs Hall, Don Magoon, Jim Byse, and Willie Nation, Washington Department of Fish and Game; Scott Citino, White Oak Plantation, Florida; Melody Roelke, Laurie
Marker, and Mike Briggs, Wildlife Safari, Oregon; Melody Roelke, Yosemite National Park, California; Dr. Riveros, Zoologico Nacional de Chile; Miguel Alvarez, Zoomat, Mexico.
(B) Distribution of mtDNA haplotypes across the puma’s ranges. Letters and pie charts refer to mtDNA haplotypes specified by fifteen single nucleotide polymorphisms
defined in pumas (Table 1). The geographic ranges of six revised subspecies of pumas as defined here by mtDNA and microsatellite analysis are indicated. Dotted lines
demarcate former subspecies range (Neff 1983; Young and Goldman 1946). Nx4 and Mx3,4,5 etc., indicates the number of individuals in the defined location that had the N
or M haplotype, respectively. Squares around the haplotype letter indicates a museum sample.


formed using first-round primers ZF2F and
ZF1R, and second round ‘‘nested’’ primers
ZFY2F and ZFY1R (Pecon-Slattery and
O’Brien 1998). PCR products of 350 bp
from the Zfy intron were sequenced in


both forward and reverse directions using
the Dye Terminator Prism sequencing kit
and analyzed by an ABI 373A automated
DNA sequencer [Applied Biosystems Inc.
(ABI), Foster City, CA]. Zfy sequences were


edited and aligned using the program SE-
QUENCHER (version 3.0, Gene Codes Cor-
poration, Ann Arbor, MI). The sequence
was deposited in GenBank using accession
number AF241870.







Culver et al • Genomic Ancestry of the American Puma 189


Table 1. Geographic location and ancestral inferences of 14 mtDNA haplotypes resulting from 15 polymorphic sites in combined analyses of the 16S (382
bp), ATP8 (191 bp), and ND5 (318 bp) genes, in 286 pumasa


Haplotype


16S


3063b 3094


ATP8


8630 8681 8700 8725 8756


ND5


12723 12751 12809 12819 12834 12840 12908 12909 ANCc Nd Geographic location


A T G C C T T C T A A C C G T A 9 1 Paraguay
B . . . . . C . . . . . . A . . 9 1 Venezuela
C . . T . . . T . . . . . . . G 8 2 Costa Rica, Panama
D . . . . . C . . . G . . . . . 7 4 Chile
E . . . . . C . . . . . T . . . 7 2 Bolivia, Peru
F . . . . . C . . . . . . . . . 8 46 nA, Bo, Br, CR, E, G, Pa, Pe, Ve


G . . . . . C . C . . . . . . . 8 1 Brazil
H . . . . . . T . . . . . . . . 10 9 Brazil, Paraguay
I . . . . . . T . . . . . A . G 10 4 Brazil
J . . . . C . T . . . . . . . . 9 19 Argentina, Chile
K C . . . . C . . . . T . . . . 8 1 Brazil
L . A . . . C . . . . . . . . . 9 2 Fr. Guyana, Brazil
M . A . T . . T . G . . . . . . 9 190 North America, CR, Panama
N . A . T . . T . G . . . . C . 8 4 Washington, USA


Hya C A C C T T C T A A T C G T A 286 total samples
Aju T A C C T T T C A A C C A T A
Oge T A C C T T T T A A C C A T A
Fcab A A C C T T T C A A T C A T A
ancestral statec A C C T T T A A C A T A
codon position n/a n/a n/a 3 1 2 3 3 1 2 3 3 3 2 3
aa change n/a n/a n/a — S � P V � A — — I � V Q � R M � I — — V � A —


a Base pairs that are identical to haplotype A are indicated by a period.
b From the complete Felis catus mtDNA sequence (Lopez et al. 1996).
c The number of sites with inferred ancestral state based on occurrence in three of four outgroup species’ (Hya, Aju, Oge and Fca) mtDNA homologue.
d Number of individuals with each haplotype.
e Abbreviations: nA, northern Argentina; Bo, Bolivia; Br, Brazil; CR, Costa Rica; E, Ecuador; G, Guyana; Pa, Paraguay; Pe, Peru; V, Venezuela; (Aju) cheetah, (Hya) jaguarundi,


(Oge) Geoffroyi’s cat, and (Fca) domestic cat.


Microsatellite PCR and Length
Determination
The 10 most polymorphic microsatellite
markers were selected (FCA008, FCA035,
FCA043, FCA082, FCA090, FCA096, FCA117,
FCA166, FCA249, FCA262) from 43 loci ex-
amined which were initially characterized
in the domestic cat (Menotti-Raymond et
al. 1997; Menotti-Raymond et al. 1999). Of
the 10 loci, 7 were unlinked on a genetic
recombination map, one (FCA166) was un-
mapped and two (FCA043 and FCA117)
were 20 cM apart (Menotti-Raymond et al.
1999). PCR amplification was performed as
described (Menotti-Raymond et al. 1997),
except for FCA116 which amplified using
the following primers: FCA166F 5�-AGGT-
ATTCTTCATCCCTAGGCA-3� and FCA166R
5�-TGTGCTGACAGCACCGAG-3� (Culver
1999). Products were electrophoresed on
a 6% polyacrylamide gel using an Applied
Biosystems 373A automated sequencer.
Microsatellite allele sizes were estimated
by comparison with a GS350 TAMRA (ABI)
internal size standard, and two pumas
were used as allele size controls on each
gel. Data were collected and analyzed us-
ing the programs GENESCAN (version
1.2.2-1) and GENOTYPER software (ver-
sion 1.1) (ABI).


Phylogenetic Analyses of Microsatellite
Data
Pairwise genetic distances among indi-
viduals, among subspecies, and among


groups of pumas were estimated using
the kinship coefficient ( Dkf ) and propor-
tion shared alleles ( Dps) algorithms
( Bowcock et al. 1994) as implemented in
the program MICROSAT (version 1.5,
Minch et al.). These distance estimators,
which are based on shared alleles, are hy-
pothesized to be more appropriate for
comparisons among populations ( Dris-
coll 1998; Goldstein and Pollock 1997).
Phylogenetic relationships were deter-
mined among individuals that amplified
for eight or more loci (n � 262) and
among subspecies incorporating all sam-
ples that amplified for at least one micro-
satellite locus (n � 277). Phylogenetic
trees were constructed from the Dkf and
Dps distance matrixes using the NEIGH-
BOR option of the program PHYLIP (ver-
sion 3.572) ( Felsenstein 1993). Trees
were drawn using the program TREEVIEW
(version 1.5) (Page 1996).


Genetic Diversity and Population
Structure Analysis
Measures of genetic diversity were esti-
mated for individuals, as well as within
and between subspecies. Nucleotide di-
versity (�) (Nei and Li 1979) was estimat-
ed from mtDNA haplotype data, using the
program SENDBS (version 2, National In-
stitute of Genetics, Shizuoka, Japan). Av-
erage heterozygosity (H0), average vari-
ance in number of repeats, and average


range of number of repeats were estimat-
ed from microsatellite data using the pro-
gram MICROSAT (version 1.5, Minch et
al.). Deviations from Hardy–Weinberg
equilibrium (Guo and Thompson 1992)
were tested for each microsatellite locus
using the program ARLEQUIN (version
1.1) (Schneider et al. 1997).


Population subdivision was estimated
by FST (Reynolds et al. 1983) and number
of migrants (Slatkin 1994) for both mtDNA
sequence data and microsatellite length
variation data, using only the contempo-
rary samples (excluding museum speci-
mens). Estimates of FST among mtDNA
haplotypes were obtained by analysis of
molecular variance (AMOVA) (Excoffier et
al. 1992) using Tajima-Nei (1984) distances
as implemented in the program ARLE-
QUIN. With microsatellite data, FST esti-
mates were generated by AMOVA with the
‘‘number of different alleles’’ distance
method using ARLEQUIN. The significance
levels of FST were assessed after employing
a Bonferroni adjustment (Weir 1996) for
multiple comparisons. Alternative ways of
subdividing the individuals into groups
were compared to determine which parti-
tions best accounted for the genetic vari-
ance. An AMOVA was also performed
among subspecies within groups (Excof-
fier et al. 1992).


Divergence Time Estimates
Divergence dates among mtDNA haplo-
types and outgroup species were estimat-
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Table 2. Measures of genetic variation across combined analyses of three mtDNA gene segments 16S (382 bp), ATP8 (191 bp), and ND5 (318 bp), and 10
microsatellite loci in pumas grouped by subspecies


Subspecies, continent,
or groupa


Number
of individual
mtDNA/
�satb mtDNA Haplotype


Microsatellite loci


Total
number
of allelesc % P


Average Ho


(SE)e %


Average
number
of alleles
per locus


Average
varianced


Average
ranged


Maximum
range


North American subspecies:
P. c. missoulensis
P. c. oregonensis
P. c. vancouverensis
P. c. olympus
P. c. californica
P. c. kaibabensis
P. c. hippolestes
P. c. couguar 	 schorgeri (ancient)
P. c. browni
P. c. browni (ancient)
P. c. azteca
P. c. stanleyana
P. c. coryi
P. c. coryi (ancient)
P. c. improcera (ancient)
P. c. mayensis
P. c. costaricensis


23/22
16/15
6
4


25/24
5


14
3 	 1


15
4


35
10
6
6/4
1/0


12
13


M
M
M


M
M
M
M
M
M
M
M
M
M
M
M
M


N


F C


34
32
18
18
32
32
32
11
39
13 (3)
46
38
12
9 (6)


49
54


100
100
50
50
90
90
90
20


100
80


100
80
20
50


100
100


48 (0.40)
35 (0.24)
7 (0.35)


31 (0.18)
27 (0.03)
53 (0.35)
43 (0.44)
22 (0.23)
54 (0.45)
38 (0.53)
50 (0.27)
47 (0.18)
5 (0.0)


42 (0.38)


60 (0.0)
63 (0.11)


3.4
3.2
1.8
1.8
3.2
3.2
3.2
1.2
3.9
1.6
4.6
3.8
1.2
2.3


4.9
5.4


5.1
4.0
1.1
3.0
2.9
4.4
3.4
2.1
3.8
9.2
4.5
4.1
0.3
9.6


7.2
11.1


5.5
5.2
1.9
2.5
5.1
4.9
4.5
0.8
5.4
4.1
6.4
4.5
0.5
4.8


7.8
8.4


9
9
5
9
9
9
9
6
9


14
13
9
6


10


17
20


South American subspecies:
P. c. borbensis
P. c. borbensis (ancient)
P. c. greeni
P. c. acrocodia
P. c. capricornensis
P. c. bangsi
P. c. concolor
P. c. concolor (ancient)
P. c. soderstromi (ancient)
P. c. incarum
P. c. incarum (ancient)
P. c. osgoodi
P. c. cabrerae
P. c. hudsoni
P. c. puma
P. c. araucanus
P. c. araucanus (ancient)
P. c. patagonica
P. c. pearsoni


2
1/0
1


11
8
5
3
2
4
5
1
5


10
7
6
4
2
6
4


A


J


J
J
J
J
J


L


L


F


F
F
F
F
F
F
F
F
F
F
F


F


G


H


H
H
H


B


E


E


D
D


I
I


K


25


15
72
49
43
37
19 (11)
19
55
2 (0)1


49
57
51
39
30
18 (5)
32
34


100


50
100
100
100
100
90
90


100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100


72 (0.24)


50 (0.0)
68 (0.27)
77 (0.04)
81 (0.18)
80 (0.0)
69 (0.27)
52 (0.15)
78 (0.58)
na
81 (0.0)
77 (3.61)
74 (2.90)
69 (0.35)
43 (0.53)
83 (0.35)
63 (0.35)
78 (0.24)


2.8


1.5
7.2
4.9
4.3
3.7
2.4
1.9
5.5
na
4.9
5.7
5.1
3.9
3.0
2.0
3.2
3.8


10.2


9.5
6.9
8.5
6.9
6.5
5.7
8.9
8.7


na
10.3
9.6
8.5
8.0
6.5
5.3
9.4
7.3


5.6


2.6
8.4
7.9
6.2
5.8
3.3
3.2
5.5
na
7.0
8.4
8.1
5.8
5.1
3.0
6.2
6.0


12


11
19
19
18
12
5


12
15
7


18
21
19
11
10
6


20
10


a Subspecies ordered in a geographical cline from north to south, ancient samples came from museums.
b Number of individuals typed for mtDNA/microsatellite analysis; one value indicates the same number for both.
c Alleles found in museum but not in modern samples of the same population are in parentheses.
d Variance and range in the number of repeats averaged across all loci.
e Average observed heterozygosity across all loci and standard error.


ed by averaging all pairwise (p) distances
between haplotypes. Feline-specific
mtDNA divergence rates of 1.39% (ATP8),
1.22% (ND5), and 0.97% (16S) per million
years (MY) were developed previously
(Lopez et al. 1997). A weighted average,
based on the number of base pairs used
for each gene, was used to obtain the com-
posite divergence rate of 1.15%/MY. A di-
vergence time was also estimated from Zfy
sequence data using a rate for felids of
0.11%/MY (Pecon-Slattery and O’Brien
1998). From this rate, the estimated time
to acquire one mutation, in the 350 bp of
intronic sequence, was approximately 2.5
MY.


Results
DNA was extracted and amplified by poly-
merase chain reaction (PCR) from a total


of 315 pumas, collected from throughout
their range (Figure 1A). The sequences of
three mitochondrial genes [382 bp of 16S
rRNA (16S), 191 bp of ATPase-8 (ATP8) and
318 bp of (ND5) NADH-5] were determined
from pumas using specific primers de-
signed from an alignment of available
mammalian mtDNA sequences (Lopez et
al. 1996). Sequence analysis revealed two
single nucleotide polymorphisms in the
16S gene, five in the ATP8 gene, and eight
in the ND5 gene (Table 1). All polymor-
phisms were transitions and 6 of 13 mu-
tations in protein coding genes were non-
synonymous. RNA secondary structure
estimated by FoldRNA (GCG, Version 8
1994) indicated that the two 16S rRNA var-
iants were noncompensatory.


SSCP assays (Orita et al. 1989a;b; Podul-
so et al. 1991) were developed (Table 1)


and used to screen pumas in Figure 1A.
The 15 polymorphic sites defined 14
mtDNA haplotypes (Tables 1 and 2, Figure
1B). All pumas north of Nicaragua (N �
186), except four from the Pacific North-
west, shared the M haplotype, including
historic museum specimens from two pos-
sibly extinct North American subspecies
(P. c. couguar and P. c. schorgeri). Three
haplotypes were present in Central Amer-
ican (C,F,M) pumas and 11 (A,B,D-L) were
found in South American pumas. Haplo-
types M and F had wide distributions
throughout North and South America, re-
spectively, while the other haplotypes
were geographically restricted (Table 2,
Figure 1B). Haplotype L was unique to mu-
seum samples, one from French Guyana
and a second from Brazil ( located at op-
posite sides of the Amazon River, Figure







Culver et al • Genomic Ancestry of the American Puma 191


Figure 2. (A) Maximum parsimony topology of the 14 haplotypes from the combined 16S (382 bp), ATP8 (191
bp), and ND4 (318 bp) mitochondrial genes (Table 1). The single MP tree (CI � 0.882, total tree length � 17)
rooted with the NA clade is depicted. Trees derived from MP, NJ, and ML analyses had identical topologies.
Numbers above branches represent the number of steps/number of homoplasies. Numbers below branches are
bootstrap values (from 100 replicates) from NJ analysis/MP analysis; dashes indicate a bootstrap value of less
than 50%. The NJ analysis generated a single tree (ME � 0.0194). All nodes of the ML tree were significant (a
consensus of 100 trees, -ln likelihood � 1311.0909). Rooting by outgroup taxa of jaguarundi, cheetah, and Geoffroyi’s
cat was uninformative due to prohibitively large interspecific genetic distances (0.09–0.12) relative to intraspecific
values. Thus trees are unrooted but the arrow indicates position of the midpoint. (B) Minimum spanning network
of the 14 mitochondrial haplotypes (Table 1), consisting of 16S, ATP8, and ND5 genes using MINSPNET (Orita et
al. 1989a) and the number of individuals with each haplotype. Cross marks on branches define the number of
substitutions between connected haplotypes. A hypothetical ancestor (?) likely connects I, C, and H as indicated.


1B). Overall mtDNA diversity among all
haplotypes (�) was 0.318%.


The phylogenetic relationship among
the 14 mtDNA haplotypes was examined
using maximum parsimony (MP), mini-
mum evolution (ME), and maximum like-
lihood (ML) algorithms. Each method
produced an identical topology which is
illustrated by a maximum parsimony tree
( Figure 2A). Beyond continental distinc-
tions (M,N versus others; bootstrap pro-
portion 85% MP, 97% NJ) there was little
mtDNA defined phylogeographic struc-
ture among populations from different re-
gions of the continents. The average
amount of mtDNA sequence differences
among haplotypes was low among all pu-
mas: 0.1–0.9% as compared to 9.0–11.0%
between homologous segments from the
cat species listed in Table 1 ( http://lgd.
nci.nih.gov).


To explore the ancestry of these haplo-
types, nucleotide differences among pu-
mas were compared to homologous resi-
dues from four outgroup species (cheetah,
jaguarundi, Geoffroy’s cat, and domestic
cat; Table 1). A nucleotide site polymor-
phism in pumas was considered ancestral
if at least three of four outgroup taxa
shared the same nucleotide. Using this cri-
terion, ancestral nucleotide states were in-
dicated at 12 of 15 variable sites. The two
haplotypes with the most ancestral states
(10 of 12), H and I (Table 1), were restrict-
ed to Brazil and Paraguay (Figure 1B). The
minimum spanning network (Figure 2B)
indicates that all haplotypes are one to
four mutational steps from the ancestral
central H and F haplotypes.


The mammalian Zfx and Zfy genes on
the respective X and Y chromosomes in-
clude introns that have been shown to be
powerful nuclear indicators of phylogenet-
ic divergence in cats and other species
(Bianchi et al. 1992; Pecon-Slattery and
O’Brien 1998; Shimmin et al. 1993). DNA
sequence of the more rapidly evolving Zfy
intron was determined in 14 puma speci-
mens selected from a wide geographic dis-
tribution. Among seven North American
and seven South American male pumas,
no DNA sequence variation was observed
in a 350 bp region of the intron.


In contrast to limited variation in
mtDNA coding genes and Y chromosome
Zfy intron sequences, appreciable allelic
diversity was apparent in a genotypic
screen of 10 unlinked nuclear microsatel-
lite loci. Ten loci selected from a group of
253 markers that have been isolated from
and mapped in domestic cat were typed
in 277 pumas (258 contemporary and 19







192 The Journal of Heredity 2000:91(3)


Table 3. Measures of genetic variation across 10 microsatellite loci and mtDNA gene segments, in pumas grouped by phylogeographic group


Continent or group


Number
of individual
mtDNA/
�sat


mtDNA


Haplotype � (
102)


Microsatellites


Average
Ho(SE)a %


Total
number
of alleles


Number
of
unique
alleles


Average
number
of alleles
per locus
(SE)


Average
variance


Average
range


Maximum
range


Puma concolor
North America-NA (15 subsp)
Central America-CA (1 subsp)
South America-SA


ESA (4 subsp)
NSA (5 subsp)
CSA (2 subsp)
SSA (4 subsp)


286/277
186/78
13/13
87/86
23/22
25/25
17/17
22/22


M
M
A
A
B


N
F


F
F
F
F


C
B
H
E


D


A–N


D–L
G


J
J


I K L
L


0.32
0.02
0.40
0.30
0.22
0.04
0.10
0.19


52 ( )b


42 (0.16)
63 (0.11)
71 (0.33)
71 (0.09)
75 (0.52)
75 (0.46)
64 (1.16)


121
64
54


110
86
91
67
60


—
5


12
41
5
5
1
1


12.1
6.4c


5.4
11.1
8.6
9.1
6.7
6.0


6.9
4.8c


11.1
9.3
8.0
8.2
9.6
8.3


12.5
9.8
8.4


10.8
9.3


10.0
9.2
8.6


21
18
20
21
19
19
21
20


NA, North America; CA, Central America; ESA, eastern South America; NSA, northern South America; CSA, central South America; SSA, southern South America, continent
(NA, North America; SA, South America), and species.


a Average observed percent heterozygosity across all loci and standard error.
b Significantly different from South American subspecies (P � .05).
c Significantly different from South American subspecies (P � .01).


Figure 3. Frequency distribution of alleles at 10 microsatellite loci among combined North American subspecies
(N � 186 individuals from 15 named subspecies, Figure 1A) and two combined phylogeographic groups: northern
South America (NSA) (N � 25 pumas) and eastern South America (ESA) (N � 22 pumas). These groups were
selected as a subset of all South American populations likely to reflect ancestral geographic region based on mtDNA
analysis (see text). Horizontal axis includes 2 bp (CA repeat) increments on either size of the most common allele
in the geographic population. Vertical axis is the count of number of alleles.


museum specimens). A summary of the
quantity and pattern of microsatellite var-
iability observed in each of 30 previously
named trinomial subspecies is presented
in Table 2. The results indicate that all
South American subspecies display appre-
ciable microsatellite diversity, with 90–
100% of loci polymorphic and an average
heterozygosity of 43–83%. Most North
American subspecies were also variable,
although four subspecies (P. c. coryi, P. c.
couguar, P. c. olympus, and P. c. vancouver-
ensis) showed reduced levels of microsat-
ellite variation compared to other North
American subspecies. This reduction may
reflect evidence for historic inbreeding as
has been reported for P. c. coryi (Roelke
et al. 1993), but could also result from


small sample size for these subspecies
which were represented by few (two to
six) individuals.


A comparison of both mtDNA and mi-
crosatellite allele variation revealed a
marked difference between pumas from
North versus South America (summarized
in Table 3). South American subspecies
displayed greater overall variation than
the North American population in several
measures including the number of mtDNA
haplotypes (11 versus 2, respectively);
mtDNA genetic diversity (� � 0.3 versus
0.02, respectively); number of microsatel-
lite alleles (110 versus 64, respectively);
number of unique or continent specific al-
leles (41 versus 5); average microsatellite
heterozygosity (71% versus 42%) (P �


.05); and average number of alleles per lo-
cus (11.1 versus 6.4) (P � .01). In addition,
the molecular size distribution or variance
in allele size for microsatellite loci (i.e.,
the average number of repeat motifs be-
tween alleles) differed appreciably be-
tween North (4.8) and South America (9.3)
(P � .01). The lower variance likely re-
flects the disjunct pattern of microsatellite
allele distribution of North American pu-
mas compared to a more continuous dis-
tribution among two South American lo-
cales illustrated in Figure 3. In North
American subspecies, one to three micro-
satellite alleles predominate for 7 of 10
loci and for these loci, a single allele oc-
curred at �40% frequency (all except FCA-
043, -082, -096) (Figure 3). By contrast,
South American populations’ allele size
class distributions were more continuous
in that no predominant alleles (�40%)
were present in any of the 10 loci.


The relationships among free-ranging
puma samples were examined in a phylo-
genetic analysis of composite microsatel-
lite genotypes of 262 individuals (Figure
4A,B). Minimum evolution topologies (es-
timated by the NJ algorithm) using two ge-
netic distance measures: percent allele
sharing, Dps, and mean kinship, Dkf, pre-
viously determined to be applicable for
closely related populations (Driscoll et al.
in preparation; Goldstein and Pollock
1997) clustered puma individuals from the
same geographic locales, although the sta-
tistical bootstrap support was low. Conti-
nental concordance had few exceptions,
although no phylogeographic structure
was apparent within North American (NA)
populations. With a few exceptions (20 of
262 genotypes), the genetic distance-
based trees indicate a consistent parti-
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Table 4. Population pairwise FST microsatellite estimates above the diagonal and mitochondrial genes
below the diagonal


NA CA ESA NSA CSA SSA


NA
CA
ESA
NSA
CSA
SSA


—
0.784*
0.815*
0.958*
0.935*
0.835*


0.110*
—
0.057
0.492*
0.233
0.240


0.103*
0.179*
—
0.384
0.177*
0.186*


0.059*
0.126*
0.031*
—
0.107*
0.526*


0.186*
0.126*
0.094*
0.077*
—
0.281*


0.367*
0.228*
0.330*
0.316*
0.172*
—


Below diagonal FST for the combined mitochondrial genes 16S (382 bp), ATP8 (191 bp), ND5 (318 bp), and Tajima–
Nei distance method (Tajima and Nei 1984) in the six groups, NA (North America), CA (Central America), ESA
(eastern South America), NSA (northern South America), CSA (central South America), and SSA (southern South
America).
Museum samples were excluded. To equalize sample size among groups, each North American subspecies was
limited to only three or fewer randomly chosen contemporary samples (n � 129).


* P � .0033 (after Bonferroni adjustment), based on 100 permutations.


tioning among South and Central Ameri-
can pumas, which correspond to five
geographic areas (Figures 1B and 4A,B):
southern South America (SSA) including
Chile and southwestern Argentina (Pata-
gonian/Andean region); eastern South
America (ESA) including Brazil (south of
Amazon River) and Paraguay; northern
South America (NSA) including Venezuela,
Ecuador, Bolivia, Guyana, and Colombia;
Central South America (CSA) including
northeast Argentina; and Central America
(CA) including Costa Rica, Panama, and
Nicaragua.


Phylogenetic analyses of individual ge-
notypes constrained in accordance with
previously named trinomial subspecies re-
inforced the phylogeographic conclusions
(Figure 4C,D). North American subspecies
clustered with strong bootstrap support
(73% Dkf and 60% Dps). Three subspecies
had unusually long branch lengths in the
Dkf tree (Figure 4d) due to a small sample
size (P. c. couguar, P. c. greeni, and P. c.
borbensis), while others with long branch
lengths proved to be homozygous at five
to eight loci (P. c. olympus, P. c. vancouver-
ensis, and P. c. coryi).


Population distinctiveness among the
six puma groups was examined by
Wright’s FST values for both mtDNA hap-
lotypes and for composite microsatellite
genotypes (Table 4). Significant differenc-
es were obtained for all pairwise group
comparisons with microsatellites and for
11 of 15 mtDNA comparisons. Similar sub-
division was affirmed by calculating M, mi-
grant number (Slatkin 1994), and AMOVA
analysis (Excoffier et al. 1992; Schneider
et al. 1997). The combined phylogeo-
graphic analyses of microsatellite geno-
types (Figure 4) and mtDNA coding gene
haplotypes (Figures 1B and 2) form the
basis for recognition of the six taxonomic
units or subspecies of modern pumas
(Figure 1B). Other geographic partitions


were used to test FST and M; however, the
six groups described here best explained
the observed genetic variation. Boundar-
ies between some of these groups were
somewhat arbitrary due to either incom-
plete sampling in the area or to slight dif-
ferences between results of the mtDNA
and microsatellite analyses. The CSA
group was recognized because individuals
from this area shared affinities with the
other South American groups, but could
not be readily assigned to either of these
groups. Boundaries of the CSA group were
defined as the region between Rio Negro
and Rio Paraná and included the P. c. ca-
brerae and P. c. hudsoni subspecies.


A summary of the distribution of mtDNA
and microsatellite variation among pumas
considered as a species, as continental
populations, and as the six phylogeo-
graphic groups is presented in Table 3.
The most diverse group based on mtDNA
haplotypes was ESA (7 haplotypes; � �
0.02), while NA had the fewest (2 haplo-
types; � � 0.22). For microsatellites the
groups with the highest diversity (ESA
and NSA) were central to the pumas range
and, of interest, were the focus of the most
ancestral mtDNA haplotypes, H and I (Fig-
ure 1B). Pumas from ESA or NSA had the
greatest number of alleles, the most
unique alleles, and the highest heterozy-
gosity (Table 3). A broad continuous dis-
tribution of allele size classes was found
among pumas from ESA and NSA (Figure
3), in contrast with other groups whose
allele sizes were largely a subset of the
ESA/NSA size classes.


When the six puma groups were exam-
ined phylogenetically using microsatellite
genotypes (Figure 4E), we observed
strong support for group definition, but
some inconsistency in the hierarchical re-
lationships among the groups, particularly
in South America. CA and NA clustered to-
gether (bootstrap � 98%; 100% for Dkf


and Dps, respectively) as did CSA and SSA
(bootstrap � 98% and 91% for Dkf and
DPs, respectively), but the relationship of
ESA and NSA differed depending on the ge-
netic distance measure employed (Figure
4E). Five of the groups (all except CSA)
had at least one unique population specif-
ic mtDNA haplotype (Table 3) and each
had a distinct frequency distribution of
mtDNA haplotype frequencies (Figure 1B).


Using previously calibrated divergence
rates for the combined three feline mtDNA
genes (Lopez et al. 1997)—the composite
mutation rate for this combined region of
mtDNA was estimated as 1.15%/MY. Using
this divergence rate, puma and jaguarundi
last shared a common ancestor 4.2 MYBP,
while extant puma lineages diverged ap-
proximately 390,000 years ago and North
American pumas shared a common ances-
tor less than 20,000 years ago. The Zfy in-
tronic sequence divergence rate in felids
has been estimated at one mutation every
2.5 MY (Pecon-Slattery and O’Brien 1998).
From this rate, extant puma lineages are
probably less than 2.5 MY old, since no
variation was detected among pumas in
our sample.


Discussion


Distinguished by a hemispheric distribu-
tion from the Arctic tundra of the north to
Patagonia in the south, pumas (P. conco-
lor) exhibit both broad and fine-scale pat-
terns of genetic differentiation. Concor-
dance between microsatellite and
mitochondrial DNA sequence variation re-
vealed an evolutionary history marked by
ancient ancestry and a period of recent
North American repopulation. Previous
classification into 32 subspecies (Neff
1983; Young and Goldman 1946) was not
affirmed; rather modern populations as-
sorted by molecular genetic criteria into
six broad phylogeographic regions (Figure
1B) with evidence of historic inbreeding in
a few isolated localities and admixture in
others.


The six regions (Figure 1B) were defined
based on phylogenetic partitions as indi-
cated by composite individual and popu-
lation genotypes at 10 unlinked feline mi-
crosatellite loci (Figure 4), by the
distribution and frequency of mtDNA hap-
lotypes of 15 polymorphic nucleotide sites
within three genes (16S, ATP8, ND5; Table
1) and by the pattern of diversity indicat-
ed by these loci. The puma groups roughly
correlate with geographic barriers that
could restrict migration and gene flow.
North American pumas (NA) are made up
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Figure 4. Continued. (E) ME-NJ tree using Dkf and Dps genetic distance among the six phylogeographic subspe-
cies defined by this study. Numbers on nodes are bootstrap percentages.


←


Figure 4. Phylogenetic relationships among 262 individual pumas constructed from 10 microsatellite loci. Unrooted NJ trees estimated using (A) proportion of shared
alleles, Dps; and (B) mean kinship, Dkf, genetic distances with a 1-ps transformation. Individuals, subspecies, or groups are color coded as indicated by geographic area
abbreviations defined in text, Figure 1B, and Table 3. Numbered taxa indicate exception to phylogeographic clusters and correspond to 1, Brazil (Pco-194); 2, Venezuela (Pco-
295); 3, Peru (Pco-409); 4, Panama (Pco-542); 5, Brazil (Pco-696); 6, Paraguay (Pco-699); 7, Paraguay (Pco-701); 8, Paraguay (Pco-714); 9, Guyana (Pco-856); 10, Ecuador (Pco-
867); 11, Chile (Pco-215); 12, Chile (Pco-212); 13, Belize (Pco-271); 14, Argentina (Pco-580); 15, Argentina (Pco-574); 16, Argentina (Pco-562). Numbers 16–29 on the Dps tree
(A) correspond to 17, Bolivia (Pco-707); 18, Mexico (Pco-757); 19, Argentina (Pco-566); 20, Argentina (Pco-564); 21, Brazil (Pco-195); 22, Brazil (Pco-196); 23, Costa Rica (Pco-
547); 24, Arizona (Pco-604); 25, Mexico (Pco-592); 26, Arizona (Pco-561); 27, Brazil (Pco-697); 28, Costa Rica (Pco-548); 29, Argentina (Pco-576). Numbers 16–35 on the Dkf
tree (5B) correspond to 17, Peru (Pco-406); 18, Peru (Pco-407); 19, Argentina (Pco-571); 20, Nicaragua (Pco-551); 21, Paraguay (Pco-710); 22, Argentina (Pco-565); 23, Chile
(Pco-597); 24, Costa Rica (Pco-545); 25, Nicaragua (Pco-554); 26, Nicaragua (Pco-549); 27, Nicaragua (Pco-550); 28, Mexico (Pco-593); 29, Argentina (Pco-576); 30, Argentina
(Pco-560); 31, Argentina (Pco-568); 32, Argentina (Pco-579); 33, Argentina (Pco-573); 34, Arizona (Pco-73); 35, Arizona (Pco-163). Exceptional individuals (11% of total) in some
cases can be explained by size homoplasy of microsatellite alleles, demonstrated to occur for some loci based on sequence analysis of 85 microsatellite homozygotes within
pumas (Culver et al., in preparation). (C) NJ-ME analysis using combined population genotypes based on Dps distance between the 29 named subspecies (Neff 1983; Young
and Goldman 1946) (Figure 1A). P. c. shorgeri and P. c. couguar were combined. Bootstraps values over 40% are indicated on divergence nodes. (D) NJ-ME analysis of combined
subspecies genotypes using the Dkf genetic distance as in (C).


of 15 previously named subspecies north
of Nicaragua. Central American pumas
(CA) inhabit mostly tropical rainforest.
Bounded by two major rivers, Rio Negro
and Rio Paraná, central South American
(CSA) pumas include two previously
named subspecies from the pampas de-
sert. Eastern South America (ESA) pumas
inhabit several biogeographic zones bor-
dered by the Amazon, Rio Paraná, and the
Paraguay rivers and include four previous
subspecies. Demarcated by the Amazon
and Paraguay rivers, the northern South
American (NSA) region includes six
named subspecies distributed across mul-
tiple habitat types. Southern South Amer-
ica (SSA) includes four subspecies of
puma from Patagonia and the diverse
mountainous habitats of Argentina and
Chile.


Patterns of mtDNA and microsatellite
variation revealed differences in relative


genetic diversity (Table 3) that can be in-
terpreted in the context of geography and
puma natural history. As ESA is the pop-
ulation distinguished by the most ances-
tral (Table 1) and central (Figure 2B)
mtDNA haplotypes, modern puma geno-
mic diversity likely traces its origin to
near or within the ESA locale. This infer-
ence is supported by the observation that
ESA has the highest number of mtDNA
haplotypes (n � 7), near maximal micro-
satellite diversity, and the broadest distri-
bution of allele size classes. In contrast,
NA had the lowest variation both in
mtDNA and in microsatellite measures. NA
pumas are predominately one mitochon-
drial haplotype (M) with an infrequent
second haplotype (N) restricted to the
Olympic peninsula. The entire NA puma
sample (n � 191) possessed less micro-
satellite diversity than any of the other
phylogeographic groups with nearly all al-


leles being a subset of those found in Cen-
tral and South America. Considered to-
gether, the reduction in mtDNA and
microsatellite variation is indicative of ei-
ther an historic founder effect or a popu-
lation bottleneck that effectively reduced
overall genomic diversity (Maruyama and
Fuerst 1985; Mayr 1970; Nei et al. 1975).


The date for the postulated bottleneck
in the history of North American pumas
was estimated by comparing the variance
in microsatellite allele to that in other
populations that have also experienced
historic demographic reductions (Driscoll
1998; Menotti-Raymond and O’Brien 1993;
O’Brien et al. 1985; O’Brien et al. 1987). Mi-
crosatellite allele variance is a measure of
the breadth of time-dependent mutational
expansion that microsatellites show in a
population (Driscoll 1998; Goldstein et al.
1995; Reich and Goldstein 1998). Because
allele variance takes longer for reconsti-
tution after a bottleneck than overall het-
erozygosity or allele number (Driscoll
1998; Goldstein et al. 1995; Goldstein and
Pollock 1997; Reich and Goldstein 1998) it
is a valuable chronometer for founder
events that are older than the period re-
quired for reconstitution of heterozygosi-
ty.


The average allele variance among the
entire North American population was 4.8,
compared to 8.2–11.1 for other puma sub-
species (Table 3). The observed NA allele
variance is equivalent to the restricted al-
lele variance observed in African cheetahs
(based on a larger screen of 88 microsat-
ellite loci) (Driscoll 1998), a species doc-
umented by several measures to have ex-
perienced a severe population bottleneck
around 10,000–12,000 years ago, near the
end of the Pleistocene (Menotti-Raymond
and O’Brien 1993; O’Brien et al. 1985;
O’Brien et al. 1987). If microsatellite allele
variance reconstitution following demo-
graphic homogenization occurred at the
same rate in cheetahs and pumas, the re-
sults imply that NA pumas are descended
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Table 5. Trinomial subspecies designation and diagnostic characters for the six phylogeographic groups


Group Subspecies (citation)a mtDNA sitesb


mtDNA
haplotypesc Microsatellite alleles Citation


NA
CA
ESA


NSA
CSA
SSA


P. c. couguar
P. c. costaricensis
P. c. capricornensis


P. c. concolor
P. c. cabrerae
P. c. puma


12908
8630


sites 3063, 12723,
and 12819


12834 and 12840
None
12809


N
C
A, H, G, I, K


B, E
None
D


FCA043-104; FCA082-252; FCA090-95, -122; FCA117-152
FCA082-236; FCA 166-223
FCA008-140, -146, -150, -164; FCA043-120


FCA008–162; FCA035-124; FCA043-142; FCA166-221; FCA249-251
FCA008-176
FCA249-239


Kerr 1792
Merriam 1901
Merriam 1901


Linneaus 1771
Pocock 1904
Molina 1782


a Citation for subspecies designation with the earliest description of those describing subspecies in the geographic locale.
b Sites listed relative to domestic cat mtDNA sequence (Lopez et al. 1996).
c See Table 1 for list of haplotypes, Table 3 for unique haplotypes.


from a founder event of approximately the
same age as the cheetah’s (i.e., �10,000
years ago). Since North American puma
fossils date to more than 300,000 years
ago (Kurten 1976; Savage and Russell
1983; Turner 1997), the interpretation
would suggest a recent replacement of
North American pumas by a small number
of ancestors of modern NA pumas. Toward
the end of the late Pleistocene, a massive
extinction event abruptly eliminated 80%
of large mammal species (N � 35–40 spe-
cies including cheetahs, lions, and saber-
toothed Smilodon) from North America
(Martin 1989; Martin and Wright 1967; Pie-
lou 1991). Perhaps NA pumas were elimi-
nated at about the same time by the same
event, followed by repopulation and dis-
persal of a handful of SA migrants who
had survived the cataclysm.


Despite apparent phylogenetic unique-
ness (Figure 4) and moderate FST distinc-
tiveness (Table 4), two phylogeographic
regions (CA and CSA) resemble hybrid
zones. CA pumas retain three mtDNA hap-
lotypes: the predominant North American
haplotype (M), the ubiquitous South
American haplotype (F), and a unique CA
haplotype (C) (Figure 1B). CA pumas ex-
hibit the largest average variance in micro-
satellite repeat number (11.1) among the
six phylogeographic zones. These pat-
terns suggest recent gene flow to CA from
both NA and NSA. The CSA group also
shares mtDNA haplotypes (J and F, Figure
1B) with neighboring subspecies plus phy-
logenetic affiliation of microsatellite geno-
types (Figure 4), observations consistent
with gene flow to CSA populations from
adjoining biogeographic regions.


Within modern North American pumas,
several smaller populations have unique
features (Table 2). The number of poly-
morphic microsatellite loci and amount of
genetic variation were lower in three sub-
species (P. c. coryi, P. c. vancouverensis,
and P. c. olympus). In contrast to outbred
puma populations in northern Yellow-


stone, southern Idaho, and the San Andres
Mountains, with 9–10 polymorphic micro-
satellite loci and heterozygosity values of
0.42–0.52 (Culver et al., in preparation),
populations on Vancouver Island, the
Olympic Peninsula, and Florida’s Big Cy-
press Swamp contain only 2–5 polymor-
phic microsatellite loci and heterozygosity
values from 0.05 to 0.31. The Florida pop-
ulation is highly inbred (eight fixed loci),
which is consistent with its demographic
history (Belden 1986; Maehr 1998; Roelke
et al. 1993). Museum samples from the
Florida population dating to the turn of
the 19th century show much higher het-
erozygosity levels (0.42 versus 0.05), vari-
ance in number of repeats (9.6 versus 0.3),
and range in number of repeats (4.8 ver-
sus 0.5), consistent with a 20th century re-
duction of genetic diversity in Florida pu-
mas (Table 2).


Conclusions


A molecular genetic analysis of mitochon-
drial and nuclear genomic variability
across intercontinental puma populations
has revealed consistent patterns that can
be interpreted in the context of demo-
graphic and migratory history. Six phylo-
geographic groups were resolved with no
evidence for additional within-group sub-
division. We detect little support for the
retention of 32 previously named subspe-
cies (Neff 1983; Young and Goldman 1946)
and suggest that subspecific taxonomy of
the puma be revised to designate six phy-
logeographic subspecies. This recommen-
dation is based on previous criteria (Avise
and Ball 1990; O’Brien and Mayr 1991)
which designate that subspecies share a
unique range, a group of phylogenetic con-
cordant characters, and a unique natural
history relative to other subdivision of the
species. We list in Table 5 the proposed
Latin trinomial names of the six subspe-
cies and the molecular genetic phenotypic
characters specific to each.


Until recently, one subspecies, P. c. coug-
uar—NA, occupied the entire North Amer-
ican continent. In spite of its wide distri-
bution, the subspecies shows markedly
reduced mtDNA and microsatellite vari-
ability relative to the southern subspecies.
Most likely modern North American pu-
mas descended from a founder event in-
volving a small number of individuals who
migrated ‘‘out of South America’’ approxi-
mately 10,000–12,000 years before the
present and subsequent to the abrupt
Pleistocene extinction of large North
American mammal species. The cause of
this near global extinction event is still un-
certain but may have eliminated not only
North American lions, cheetahs, and sa-
ber-toothed cats, but also the North Amer-
ican pumas (Martin 1989; Martin and
Wright 1967; Pielou 1991). Supplemental
tables can be inspected on the LGD web
site (http://www.lgd.nci.nih.gov).
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To USFWS  David Shindle

David_shindle@fws.gov  Fax# 772-562-4288

Subject   Our support of delisting panthers in Florida as a separate subspecies

July 30, 2017

Our family supports delisting of panthers living in Florida from the endangered species designation due to science that has shown that all North American panthers are actually one and the same and the 1967 science claiming 32 sub-species of panthers is flawed and out of date. Genomic Ancestry of Puma being one of a few studies showing this.

Living our entire life in South Florida we grew up hunting fishing frogging camping mostly in the Cypress area due to friends living there and being close to where we lived.  Growing up in this environment made it natural for us to support wildlife and habitat management as we saw South Florida’s overdevelopment and population expansion. 

Originally the idea of bringing in panthers to help with the inbreeding troubles caused by panthers in Florida being cut off from other populations due to habitat fragmentation and knowing that there were very few, if any, panthers left along the Eastern Seaboard of the U.S. might be okay.

We should have known better that there would be adverse consequences due to watching nearly every project involving any of the DOI agencies as well as our water mangers cause more troubles environmentally/culturally than they do to help.  The stacking of water for the artificially create habitat for the Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow is the perfect example of one such trouble. To this day, ENP refuses water to move south.  Here is a link from a booklet Tom Shirley and the ECC put together while it is not directly related to our support of delisting panthers it is to show USFWS that we have multiple reasons and experience with our environment. https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvh2sxrtlvj241k/AAAct7ttMfxHKzGAMWFrrSZ3a?dl=0

http://www.slideshare.net/secret/oisz1MrdAgW6yh

Our family was very fortunate to be connected to Ben Wolfe and his home on Loop Road in the Big Cypress and several friend’s properties. This gave us the ability to spend a lot of time there. 

While I understand much of what I write and saw is considered just anecdotal information it is truthful.

In the 1970’s, 80’s and early 90’s we did not run across panthers very often and were thrilled to see one when we did usually during high water years.

 In I995 or so we knew about the bringing in of some cats from Texas did not think much about them because we still were not seeing any near Bens home or around the areas we visited along Loop Road.  I think it was in 1999 or 2000 when during a high-water period when I saw the first healthy looking panther up close near the Paces dike and the Hump area was thrilled. 

A couple years later we started seeing Panther more frequently and unlike the NPS’s description of they being shy an elusive they were bold broad daylight walking up and down the road and through our yard. The Miccosukee that lived along Loop Road started complaining, The NPS even Panther proofed their Environmental center across the street from ben Home 10-foot-high fencing to keep deer and panthers out. Deborah Janson from the NPS and Panther Recovery Program also asked us to quit using feeder and our food plots that we had done for years. Robert Cruz has photos of these supposedly shy and elusive cats trotting alongside his truck while slowly driving Turner River Road, there is nothing shy about them. I have also included a couple pictures showing this statement to be fact as the picture shows 2 panthers, one being the prolific breeder  from the Pine Crest area of Loop Road the photo is grainy because we took it off the video a local photographer made for Ben Wolfes memorial another picture of 2 panthers walking along Loop Road in the Middle of the Day and 2 pictures of a panther Robert Cruz took from his truck in the middle of the day  the photos show that  panthers do not behave in the shy and elusive  as our DOI agencies claim  along with other misinformation that has been pushed by the Panther recovery Folks and the rest of our agencies claim.  

There was a female panther 120 something that stayed South between the Pinecrest area of Loop Road and the Crooked Culvert/the NPS’s Environmental center we stopped keeping track after she had her 17th kitten. Have pictures of her in Angie Coves front yard and 2 others walking down the street on Loop Road middle of the day with people in the yard.

By 2004 we no longer had hogs, raccoons or rabbits coming through our yard, by 2006 the deer herd was getting thinned out we used to have throughout the years a minimum of 4 or 5 sets of deer (3-6) per set sometime more. The agencies continued to try and blame this herd decline on water but to us it was obviously over predation too many panthers in the area. 

During a discussion, I had with Deborah Jansen  (NPS/ Panther Recovery Team member)while I was walking along  Loop Road back while we still had hogs. On that day  I had been sitting in my Tree stand South of the Crooked culvert and watched as a panther caught and released a hog just like a house cat playing with a mouse until it died. The panther did not cover it up to come back for it later as the agencies claim they do with kills it killed just for the fun. I told Ms. Jansen about it and she tried to deny I saw this then finally used the excuse it must have been a young panther learning to hunt.  

I knew then that as usual the agencies had pushed this project through and were determined to continue with misinformation on any project or long term agenda they could get funding for the heck with the consequences intended or unintended.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]While groundtruthing trails in the Stairsteps South of the Loop, as we call the area, with the NPS 2010-2012 I was disappointed at that in just a few years how all the deer and small game was nowhere to be seen. The Big Cypress superintendent Pedro Ramos came along on one trip and in an entire day airboating an area that pre-2001 would never see less than 3 or4 dozen deer and tons of wildlife saw just 1 lone doe. I can say same thing on all our groundtruthing trips. Joe Bozzo of the FWC had made up some Trip forms for us to use to report deer sightings on I should have kept some copies but the few I sent back in had either zero or very low numbers and due to the oppressive NPS management plan had a tough time trying to get others to help.

The Endangered species act needs to be overhauled the Panther Recovery Team and our state and federal agencies have known for years’ panthers were one and the same in all North America and the damages between just the panther exceeding the carrying capacity and trying to save the CSSP have turned the area into a literal dead zone. As the panther population continues to expand wildlife populations will decline and human conflict, injury or death is inevitable with too many predators in limited habitat.   

The panthers in Florida are not a sub-species 

Thank you for consideration of my Comments.

Eric Kimmel 17345 SW 296 ST Homestead FL 33030 email looprd@aol.com  ph 305-345-4202







 













































Turner River Panther: Middle of Day
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Pinecrest Panther from Ben Wolfe Memorial Video 2004: Photograph features one of the most prolific breeders in the area that members of Miccosukee Tribe complained about . 
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Regularly Observed Panthers on Loop Road Mid-Day
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think it was in 1999 or 2000 when during a high-water period when I saw the that the breeding program
was showing results with a very healthy looking panther up close near the Paces dike and the Hump area
was thrilled.
A couple years later we started seeing Panther more frequently and unlike the NPS’s description of they
being shy an elusive they were bold and in broad daylight walking up and down the road and through our
yard whether we were in the yard or not. The Miccosukee that lived along Loop Road started
complaining, The NPS even Panther proofed their Environmental center across the street from Ben
Wolfes home with 10-foot-high fencing to keep deer and panthers out. Deborah Janson from the NPS and
Panther Recovery Program also asked us to quit using feeder and our food plots that we had done for
years. Robert Cruz has photos of these supposedly shy and elusive cats trotting alongside his truck while
slowly driving Turner River Road, there is nothing shy about them. I have also included a couple pictures
showing this statement to be fact as the picture shows 2 panthers, one being the prolific breeder  from the
Pine Crest area of Loop Road the photo is grainy because we took it off the video a local
photographer(Lizard Wayne) made for Ben Wolfes memorial back around 2004 another picture Angie
Cove took of 2 panthers walking along Loop Road in the Middle of the Day and 2 pictures of a panther
Robert Cruz took from his truck on Tuner River road in the middle of the day  the photos show that 
panthers do not behave in the shy and elusive  as our DOI agencies claim  along with other
misinformation that has been pushed by the Panther recovery Folks and the rest of our agencies claim. 
There was a female panther 120 something that stayed South between the Pinecrest area of Loop Road
and the Crooked Culvert/the NPS’s Environmental center we stopped keeping track after she had her
17th kitten. Have pictures of her in Angie Coves front yard and 2 others walking down the street on Loop
Road middle of the day with people in the yard.
By 2004 we no longer had hogs, raccoons or rabbits coming through our yard, by 2006 the deer herd was
getting thinned out we used to have throughout the years a minimum of 4 or 5 sets of deer (3-6) per set
sometime more. The agencies continued to try and blame this herd decline on water but to us it was
obviously over predation too many panthers in the area.  2008 was the last year we saw deer in our yard
by this time there were only 4 does coming through 3 very pregnant ones usually after they fawned the
does that passed though would come back and my wife enjoyed seeing fawns and the yearlings as they
grew but from late 2008 and until we gave up the home on Loop Road the deer never came back. . Once
again too may Panthers in too small an area. Worse yet this Panther population increase due to a
disingenuous project claiming panthers as a separate sub-species thus denying any kind of common
sense Panther management.
During a discussion, I had with Deborah Jansen (NPS/ Panther Recovery Team member) while I was
walking along Loop Road back while we still had hogs. On that day, I had been sitting in my Tree stand
South of the Crooked Culvert and watched as a panther caught and released a hog just like a house cat
playing with a mouse until it died. The panther did not cover it up to come back for it later as the agencies
claim they do with kills it killed just for the fun. I told Ms. Jansen about it and she tried to deny I saw this
then finally used the excuse it must have been a young panther learning to hunt.  
I knew then that as usual the agencies had pushed this project through and were determined to continue
with misinformation on any project or long term agenda they could get funding for the heck with the
consequences intended or unintended. 
While groundtruthing trails in the Stairsteps South of the Loop, as we call the area, with the NPS 2010-
2012 I was disappointed at that in just a few years how all the deer and small game was nowhere to be
seen. The Big Cypress superintendent Pedro Ramos came along on one trip and in an entire day
airboating an area that pre-2001 would never see less than 3 or4 dozen deer and tons of wildlife saw just
1 lone doe. I can say same thing on all our groundtruthing trips. Joe Bozzo of the FWC had made up
some Trip forms for us to use to report deer sightings on I should have kept some copies but the few I
sent back in had either zero or very low numbers and due to the oppressive NPS management plan had a
tough time trying to get others to help.
The Endangered species act needs to be overhauled the Panther Recovery Team and our state and
federal agencies have known for years’ panthers were one and the same in all North America and the
damages between just the panther exceeding the carrying capacity and trying to save the CSSP have
turned the area into a literal dead zone in the areas our family have spent for generations’. As the panther
population continues to expand wildlife populations will decline and human conflict, injury or death is
inevitable with too many predators in limited habitat.  
The panthers in Florida are not a sub-species



Thank you for consideration of my Comments.
Eric Kimmel 17345 SW 296 ST Homestead FL 33030 email looprd@aol.com  ph 

mailto:looprd@aol.com


From: Becca Bryan
To: Shindle, David
Subject: FWS 5 Year Review of Florida Panther Federal Register 06302017
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 7:23:26 AM

Dear Mr. Schindle,

I write on behalf of myself, a Florida resident, and someone who has come to learn more
about, love and respect our Florida panther, and continues to write and publish about it.

In regard to the FWS 5 Year Review for the Florida panther, my comments for the record are
below:

1. I am most appreciative of the work the Service engages in on behalf of our state cat, the
Florida panther, both at the Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge, and elsewhere in the
state. Without the committment and dedication of the Service personnel, the panther and its
habitat might be in dire straits. 

2. I believe the Florida panther should remain on the Endangered Species list and listed as
Endangered for the reasons herewith: 

in regard to Section 4 (a) (1) --
B. Panther Habitat:
Panther habitat is continually being encroached upon by the continual home and commercial
land development happening in our state, and more so in southwest Florida. As more homes
and commercial centers are being constructed, in all their totality from ground razing to
construction of home and buildings, panther habitat and range diminishes. More land should
be set aside for conservation easements and of connecting wild spaces for the Florida panther
to roam. 

D. Threat Status:
The Florida panther should be left on the ESA and listed as Endangered until a better method
of counting their population in all of their range is determined and put in place. There must be
a way to utilize the many game cameras throughout panther range to count them. 

In addition, the other natural and man-made factors affecting continued existence include
roads, highways, and the highway fences and wildlife underpasses. I fully support adding
more underpasses. The fences seem to work well on I-75 and not so well where there are
none. 

The Florida panther is a treasured, beloved and protected species. I urge the Service to
improve the methods of determining an estimated population, continue to connect wild spaces,
continue and support,in all ways, the conservation of the Florida panther. 

Respectfully,
Rebecca Bryan
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309

mailto:bryanbecca@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Peters, Kristen
To: Leopoldo Miranda; Jack Arnold; Larry Williams; Roxanna Hinzman; David Shindle; Katherine Taylor; Aaron

Valenta; Matthew Dekar; Jeffrey Fleming; Philip Kloer
Subject: FYI - Letter from Sen. Nelson on FL Panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 4:16:30 PM
Attachments: 201708290951.pdf

Hi all, 

Attached is a letter from Sen. Nelson regarding the status of the Florida panther. I'm sure this
might be routed our way for response but for now no action is needed. Sharing for awareness...

kristen
                                                                                    
Kristen Peters
Congressional and Legislative Affairs Specialist
U.S.Fish and Wildlife Service, Southeast Region
1875 Century Blvd.
Atlanta, Georgia 30345

kristen_peters@fws.gov
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From: Mary Lou Cunningham
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Good morning, at the request of Vern Buchanan, please continue to keep the Florida panther on the Endangered

Species List. Thaks you for your consideration
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 9:48:05 AM

Mary Lou  Cunningham
Riverview, FL

mailto:cunninghammlc46@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Susan Kingsley
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Help our Florida Panthers Please
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 10:13:13 AM

Please maintain the Endangered status and redouble the efforts to protect the Florida Panther.

They need our help!

mailto:susankingsley.biz@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: elisabeth.bechmann@kstp.at
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Help save Florida panthers!
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 4:17:22 PM

 
 
 
 

To: 
David Shindle, South Florida ES Field Office, 
US Fish and Wildlife Service

Dear Sir,

Only 160-180 Florida panthers now remain, living in less than 5% of their historic range. The species face increasing
and evolving threats including habitat loss/degradation due to climate change and human growth/development.

Signatories to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) trade treaty meet periodically to
determine which species require protections in international trade. At CITES’ October 2016 meeting in
Johannesburg, Canada’s proposal to downlist the Florida panther was approved; the US abstained from voting on
the measure, citing ongoing threats and reiterating its commitment to domestic panther protections. Those
supporting the decision made clear its basis was that the species is not internationally traded; it was not that the
Florida panther is no longer endangered.

Sincerely,

Dr. Elisabeth Bechmann

Austria

mailto:elisabeth.bechmann@kstp.at
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: chanti@odie.be
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Help save Florida panthers!
Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 9:00:12 AM

To: 
David Shindle, South Florida ES Field Office, 
US Fish and Wildlife Service

Dear Sir,

Only 160-180 Florida panthers now remain, living in less than 5% of their historic range.
The species face increasing and evolving threats including habitat loss/degradation due to
climate change and human growth/development.

Signatories to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) trade
treaty meet periodically to determine which species require protections in international
trade. At CITES’ October 2016 meeting in Johannesburg, Canada’s proposal to downlist the
Florida panther was approved; the US abstained from voting on the measure, citing ongoing
threats and reiterating its commitment to domestic panther protections. Those supporting
the decision made clear its basis was that the species is not internationally traded; it was
not that the Florida panther is no longer endangered.

ADI spearheaded a joint letter, joined by numerous animal protection groups, opposing
decreased protections for Florida panthers.

The US Fish and Wildlife Service is now conducting its 5-year status review for the Florida
panther, under the Endangered Species Act.

Please join ADI and our friends at Big Cat Rescue in calling for continued
protections for the Florida Panther.

Sincerely,

Chantal Buslot
Beligum

 

 

mailto:chanti@odie.be
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.ad-international.org/admin/downloads/adi_bccd2a613705c45f56df68bee1fef405.23


From: Andrea Sreiber
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Help save Florida panthers!
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 5:40:43 AM

David Shindle, South Florida ES Field Office, 
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Dear Sir,
Only 160-180 Florida panthers now remain, living in less than 5% of their historic range. The
species face increasing and evolving threats including habitat loss/degradation due to climate
change and human growth/development.
Signatories to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) trade
treaty meet periodically to determine which species require protections in international trade.
At CITES’ October 2016 meeting in Johannesburg, Canada’s proposal to downlist the Florida
panther was approved; the US abstained from voting on the measure, citing ongoing threats
and reiterating its commitment to domestic panther protections. Those supporting the
decision made clear its basis was that the species is not internationally traded; it was not that
the Florida panther is no longer endangered.
ADI spearheaded a joint letter, joined by numerous animal protection groups, opposing
decreased protections for Florida panthers.
The US Fish and Wildlife Service is now conducting its 5-year status review for the Florida
panther, under the Endangered Species Act.

Please join ADI and our friends at Big Cat Rescue in calling for continued protections for the
Florida Panther.
Sincerely,

Andrea Sreiber
Serbia
 
 

mailto:suomigirl666@hotmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov
https://www.ad-international.org/admin/downloads/adi_bccd2a613705c45f56df68bee1fef405.23


From: James MacMillan
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Help the Florida Panthers
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 6:12:29 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

Please keep the Florida Panthers listed as endangered because the
threats against panthers appear to be increasing and have not been
mitigated.  Please also note that I strongly support the Endangered
Species Act, in general!

Animals in man's world really have no chance unless enlightened people
decide to be the ones to take care of them, so that future generations
of people can experience the wonder of seeing these animals wild in
their own home habitats.  Please be an ally in that effort, and resist
the in-human efforts of those who wish to see all these animals gone
forever.

People need to have hearts for animals.

Thanks

James G. MacMillan,DVM
Bandera, Texas 78003

mailto:jgmac@indian-creek.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Dennis Beach
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Help to Protect Florida Panther
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 6:39:49 PM

 

Help to Protect Florida Panther
 
 
Mr. David Shindle, Biologist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

 

RE:  Keep The Florida Panther on Endangered Species List

Florida’s population of 20 million people continues to threaten Florida’s Panther population of
approximately 250 panthers.  These threats include habitat loss, poaching, disease, and highway
traffic fatalities.  The problem gets worse as more and more development is taking place in the part
of the state where the Florida Panther has traditionally lived. 

Please keep the Florida Panther on the Endangered Species List.  Because of the protection offered
by its designation as an endangered species, the Florida Panther  population is making a gradual
comeback from an estimated 30 Florida Panthers in the early 1990s.  An article in Florida Today on
August 20, 2017, stated that the 21st death this year of an endangered Florida Panther occurred in La
Belle.  This animal continues to need as much protection as we can provide.   

As a lifelong resident of Florida, I would appreciate your support to keep the Florida Panther on the
Federal Endangered Species list.  Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Dennis G. Beach

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dbeachinc@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Sue Knight
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: helping the survival of the Florida panther
Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 6:39:46 PM

Hello,

I am extremely concerned about the survival of the Florida panther.  I am writing to strongly
encourage you and anyone else with responsibility for the welfare of this rare animal to work
hard toward its strengthening survival.  I have visited Florida; it is a beautiful state and I hope
to return again.  It is discouraging to think that the Florida panther may not be around.
Thank you for your consideration and hard work.

Sincerely,

Susan Knight
3925 W. 25th Avenue 
Denver, CO 80212

mailto:knight.sue4@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: Samantha Ruiz
To: David_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: Hialeah Gardens High
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:14:27 PM

Dear Mr. Shindle,

 I am a student at Hialeah Gardens Senior High, my name is Samantha Ruiz. My teacher had us the class email you
as an assignment, after reading you're article about the Florida Panthers. I just wanted to say that I'm very interested
in finding out more about the Panthers. I didn't even realize they were ever in danger. As well as I learned a lot from
the newspaper article you wrote. Thank you for your time Mr. Shindle.

Sincerely,
Samantha.

mailto:samantha.ruiz30@yahoo.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: kaoren
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I am calling for continued protections for the Florida panther
Date: Sunday, August 27, 2017 2:37:11 PM

It is estimated that as few as 120 Florida panthers remain, living in less than 5% of their historic range _ and there
may be even less. 
Right now, thousands of acres in prime panther habitat are under review for development and mining. 
Florida panthers – the state animal – are currently listed as an endangered species, but there is pressure from
developers, ranchers, and hunters to downlist or even delist the species.

mailto:kaoren@gmail.com
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov


From: FREDERICK & SUZE PEACE
To: david_shindle@fws.gov
Subject: I am NOT in favor of changing the panther"s current listing
Date: Friday, August 25, 2017 11:44:38 AM

Please do NOT de-list our Florida Panthers. They are ENDANGERED. Threatened makes it
sound like they don't need as many protections.
All the things that are endangering them are increasing, such as development, vehicular traffic,
lack of wildlife corridors.

Thank you,

Suze and Fred Peace
1571 Alanson Drive
DeLand, FL 32724

mailto:4sfpeace@bellsouth.net
mailto:david_shindle@fws.gov



