07/24/2017

South Florida Ecological Services
Field Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
12085 State Road 29 S.
Immokalee, FL 34142

SunSentingl ap ed. page 07/24/2017. Article writien by Kate MacFal
Regarding the current plight of the Florida Panther.

We are appealing to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to continue to review and
continue the endangered species protections for the Florida Panther.

Hildy & Barry Berger Ft. Lauderdale Fi. 33308
Robert & Jackie Glass Pompano Beach FI.33060
Jake Glasss Delray FL. 33445

Cameron Gilass Miami FI1.33140

Lita Moffa Ft. Lauderdale FL 33308
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Dear sir or madam:

The idea that we should drop the protection of the Florida panther because of a short term rebound of
the population to an estimated 200 is crazy!

The human population of Florida is growing by leaps and bounds. Every day we lose more open space
and wildlife habitat to development in all its forms. There is literally no room for the panther unless we
make some. Their genetic integrity is not secure with a statewide population so small!

We can’t even get a solid plan to recover the Everglade with a constitutional amendment and lots of
federal funding! How can we keep them safe with such narrow margin of error?

They need a lot more time and we need a lot more understanding. | cannot even imagine what the other
side of the argument is; | suspect it is muted because they are ashamed of the values it exposes.

Save the panther! From us!

Yours truly,
Robert Larson
235 Courtyard Blvd, #203

Sun City Center, FL 33573
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July 24. 2017

Mv. David Shindle

South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
12085 State Road 29 S

Immokalee, Florida 34142

Do not remove the Florida panther from the Endandered Species
listing because:
1) an increase from 20 to 30 in 1990 to around 200 now
is hardly a baby boom
2) it matters not wether the panther is a Florida panther or
not — there are still only a few of them
3) panthers are constantly being killed by cars as well as shot
4) hunting is no way to manage panthers
To think that any species of 200 or so could be considered anything
but endangered is ludicrous. There is no reason to remove this poor
strugglfngﬁnfmal from the endangered list.

-4
Barbara Dye
2607 Beach Boulevard South
Gulfport,Florida 33707



July 10, 2017

-

South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

12085 State Road 29 S.

Immokalee, FL 34142

Re: Status of FLORIDA panther
Please hear my cry:

For years reporters keep saying that there are 100 to 180 Florida panthers in south
Florida. However 2016 was the worst year on record for Florida panther deaths. A total
of 42 pantheis died in the wild last year. More than 80 percent of the deaths involved
panthers killed by vehicles. In 2015 30 panthers died. According to the FWC there were
14 panthers born in 2016 and in 2013 there were 15 kits born. To date for 2017 there has
been a total of 16 panther deaths and 15 kits born. So that leaves 136 Florida Panthers left
in the wild

The Florida panther is a carnivore whose diet consists of other small animals. Due to
human encroachment this has made the Florida panther very vulnerable. The primary
threats to our Florida panther include habitat loss, habitat degradation and fragmentation.

It is too soon to reclassify these animals. It should be our primary purpose to protect our
Florida panther wiio is our chosen state animal.

Please consider my letter ahd protect our FLORIDA panthers!
Thank you,

m()u-q(} g_Q;J\M

Margo Leiser

903 Shay Drive
Bartow, F1 33830
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Dear David,

I notice in the news that our Florida panther is getting a change in status possibly. I would like to

add my voice to the debate.

As you can see from my arcwork here chat I have a deep love for the Florida panther. This painting

was done after a visit to a wildlife exhibit in Lake Wales many years ago with a Florida panther

present. I took some photos and put two of them together to create the painting. At that time the

Florida panther was in decline and I named my painting "Cry for the Panther” to promote that which
~ was occuting in the state. Soon afterward the license plate came out to help raise funds for the

saving of the panther from extinction.

I remember seeing in the photo archives of our state a whole wall hanging with many slain panthers

which had a lot to do with their decline.

1 do hope that the panther will continue to be protected. We are losing many species and it would be



tragic for our panther to go back into decline,. especially after so many have been killed on the highways
lacely.

So I vote for keeping them as protected as possible and I pray that will be the decision of those
responsible for this.

Yours truly,

s, Pt

Martha Post
Bartow, FL (mpst37@gmail.com)



IEHCKSOMVILLE

Ms. Lin Holland
3151 N.E. 56th Ave,, Lot L12
Silver Spgs, FL. 34488-18%90

L07 ALNG 207

e il e -

h————e——

IE——

X'~ o~ J7

Do tn M. B,ﬂbuw‘)ﬂe,

L2 ran anﬁx.umﬁ_u{) (ben, [ /MW

Lhsido, tnts Lo ,’é&ﬁﬁ-%nxﬂoﬁmiaﬂ af

J&.MM&/;ON dc,ﬁ' AJJ?J; xa)m >

r.! f'_. 0 ‘.‘

_MJ#_WML_
Lo rieisen Aparn, Vo Comoidy ﬁai%&ﬁé?ﬂ//

AA.L&L,MML?_L&MA« I Aon , #dora. dne
Z%MMA/M?W MO’MM%”M{)—QJ’
! " ‘ 4, 0 h

M,%/v MMW da oo'ne (ﬁ{om i

M Q_/K,QJM/M}MM) o Plo. %’VQ m%f

M&@m e siLrinoa Bliw aelt Lt

W /éfe dao M /udm ,,/o,ﬁ et B, o fD

RIT o ESEH. foe. 1 13

M%WJ AL 3yySs-



he Florida panthe
 State’s official anir
South Florida’s 1‘1
satured on tens of tho
he Panther state 1i
1.8. Fish and wildlife S
ng the big cat’s en
“he Florida panther
ection, and without it
nost iconic animals wou e o) :
ly endangered. S Lo S
Since the endangered Florida Fish end Wildlife

1 1967, the Florida pan’
t. Protection has worke Panlizer m’lm | July 9
BT l'\‘r'nﬁts

sstimated population of
mid 1990s, there were n¢
30 Florida panthers. The
ignation helps stabilize |
vent extinction and con

) 0\5 ﬁ%"}w\\é\)ﬁ' SGXB’LCL/ Rachel Cashon

|75 2nd St. S. Ph. |4

(%8 3‘-‘"‘, M&A&W\ ) St. Petersburg, FL 33701

N 2 0 Fioxido. wesdanl and as & foxpeye
N \ Yo You 1 cowrinwe yore o

L oppe P
Mﬁoa&l\ ?anw MM"\’\*’«@ Y\Qﬁé&

viitig

iy ?  Jrnte
WO @,V\Ow:g 3@;\0 N \\.

T + el W
o Tomge b TR bW et



5 e _*_ K o b : B \

M. Karlee Holzheimer R SR e - TAMPA R 335 -
gusng?e;f;‘j??fm’ v by C St SATHT PETERSBURG FL%
rgo, 71-1647 17 JOL 2017 PHEL ~on
e N

,r“ W—m [@ﬂhnnw‘nr e

fotal of 200 with gue o4 03 @W&ZL
W ()[ Sy, Moo fngsa gl pugane W fi

bvnchid e point Lo trrgeilec Lemrvad Lo

| m&?{a /4#//) bmw

AL " _ !
ke winit Mm
Wﬂ&/m

é ﬁzfé;ﬂﬁ Q!géb/dp m&dm %A
= s ‘:f/mz,//u WHHh ) K14 NoDs



Ny < 2
alf {,ﬁ/ o Thaw ks oze!

é/l
9&&2@,@@@,
= )




___-___'_—‘——._ -
Ty

TIRTAT T

N
3

E,
=
W
N

SpaL S Yprso/

K224 LE&LS
(F7P2o 702 er/ 7 #rop ¥rvy

\
——

{ @ mmnmmmn

'.Ii;ill[l!l LT

éﬁ

SRR S, oz 1 <7
: R c15ia (30 LNIVS
. (TR

e . - - T ——e




i

&’ M )7, 7
) oo prthe Elani deparmiun
TV SIS 1

&‘Q”"' L Las w,ﬂ:b g
W%%Atw & hore xwlw_d:

jﬂ onfe_ gacc.
L”‘L‘L’MUT "
9:/4:;— Wk drailt B bl .
Ve o= Richey, 20,
Bive




MARCOIA S. CoHeEn, P.A.
'M/{()Maﬂe{y and Aledialor

Plaza Tawer Phone (727) 894-444656
11 Second Avenue N.E. Fax (727) 884-6251
Suite 706 msc@marciascohen.com
St. Petersburg. FlLarida 33701 www.marciascohen.com

July 19, 2017

David Shindle

South Florida Ecological Services
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
12085 State Road 29 S
Immokalee, FL 34142

Re: The Florida Panther
Dear Mr. Shindle:

This letter is to urge the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to retain protected status for the
endangered Florida Panther.

This distinctive animal is indigenous to Florida and indeed has been designated the
Florida State Animal. Many Floridians have purchased a special license plate urging the
protection of the Florida Panther.

The Florida Panther has been on the endangered species list since it was created in 1967.
Due to these protections, we have seen the Panther population grow from 20-30 in the 1990s to
about 100-200 currently. A Panther population of this size is still insufficient to sustain the
breed. Yearly, careless drivers have killed roughly 15 of our precious Panthers.

1 urge the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to keep the Florida Panther on the endangered
species list.

Sincerely,

#:iZ{tu SO )Y P

Marcia S. Cohen



LIVE AND LEARN AND PASS IT ON.
H. JACKSON BROWN, JR.
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2730 Lakemont Rd.
Melbourne, FL 32934

2017

Shindle, Biologist

=L Ecological Services Field Office
ish and Wildlife Services

State Road 29 S

alee, FL 34142

indle:

| am writing in response to Kate MacFall's article that appeared in the Sunday

of Florida Today on 23 July 2017. She stated that a federal government review
andangered status of the Florida panther is imminent. | would certainly hope that
dangered native animal would be retained on the list of endangered species .
otection provided this beautiful animal should be continued. Apparently the
tion is slowly increasing, but is far from stable.

| would urge you to do all that you can to ensure the continued protection for
nther. It would be a great shame and another black mark against humanity if we

it species dwindle away to extinction.

Thanks in advance for your efforts to protect the Florida panther.
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Michael Armstrong
19151 Winding Way
Fort Myers, FL 33908

July 22, 2017

Mr. David Shindle

S. Florida Ecological Services
U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service
12085 State Road 29 S
Immokalee, FL 34142

Dear Mr. Shindle,

I am writing to urge retaining the greatest possible protection for the Florida panther.

| am astounded that removing endangered species protection for the panther is even
under consideration. At least to the casual observer, it appears that road kills alone may
drive the panther to extinction.

The panther population may have increased modestly in the past 20 years, but it
remains painfully small. Everything possible must be done to improve the panther’s
long term chances for survival. | am sure | do not have to remind you to err on the side
of caution. There is no Plan B in the case of extinction.

Sincerely,
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July 23, 2017
Dear Mr. Shindle,

| am writing, what | hope is one of many, a plea to keep “safe” our state animal,
the Florida Panther.

You have the task of deciding the fate of this fragile species whose existence is
under siege by the growth of the population, sprawl, traffic, big agricuiture,
poaching...in one word MAN. As | sat down to write this | see that another
panther has been struck and killed by a car in the Naples area. The 13" fatal
collision out of 17 panther deaths in that area alone, this year. It is not going to
get any better, as time goes on.

It truly defies logic, that there would be ANY discussion of removing this animal
from the Endangered Species List. | cannot think of a species — more endangered.
Can you? It's obvious that this action is completely unwarranted.

It is my hope that you can put a stop to this irresponsible action. An action that
would result in the extinction of an Icon of the wonderful wildlife that Florida is
known, and as a Florida native, loved for.

About 20 years ago | was given the amazing honor of holding a baby “panther
kitten” that had been rescued after his mother had been killed. | still remember
that moment, all these years later, as a very special day in my life. | often wonder
if that baby was able to go on and live his life happily and “safely”.

You have the ability to make sure that his offspring is protected so that our
offspring will have the ability to see one, know of one, and love one, in the wild.
Not just on license plates, or, god forbid, pictures...pictures of extinct animals.

| hope as a Biologist, you will use this as an opportunity to make sure this does
. not happen. Please Mr. Shindle, Please save the Florida Panther.

Sincerely, Belinda Collins & lncl_ @n.U.,_.

420 Buttonwood Lane
Largo, Florida 33770
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July 21, 2017

South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Attention: David Shindle

12085 State Road 29 S

Immokalee, FL 34142

Re: Protect Florida Panthers
Dear Mr. Shindle:

I understand your agency is accepting public input for consideration in review of the endangered
status of Florida panthers.

The enclosed article, Make Your Voice Heard, written by Manley Fuller, president of the Florida
Wildlife Federation, appeared in the Tampa Bay Times on July 20, 2017.

The case for working to nurture these magnificent cats rather than losing their federal
endangered protection could not be better stated than Mr. Fuller did in this article. Also included
here is a piece which appeared in the Tampa Bay Times on the same day as Mr. Fuller’s article
about losing still another female panther. I believe that the facts illustrated by Mr. Fuller clearly
reinforce the case for keeping our Florida panthers on the endangered list.

1 appreciate the opportunity to have a voice in this matter to protect the panther, our Florida state
animal.

Sincerely,

O@L MM’\J
Diane Miller
10650 Village Dr., #201A
Seminole, FL 33772

Enclosures
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7/21/17

f

Mr. David Shindle

South Fl. Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

12085 State RdA. 29

Immokalee, FL 34142

Dear Sir:

I am totally against the Federal Government looking into the
endangered status of the Florida Panther.

17 DEATHS THIS YEAR
2 PANTHERS DYING ON THE HIGHWAY PER MONTH
220 (ONLY) LIVING

It makes no sense to take OUR state animal OFF of the endangered
list.

I simply do NOT understand why the Federal government would
even question this!

If there is money available, my suggestion would be to track

the areas of death, to find out WHERE the animals are crossing
the highway. Tunnels, or even bridges, could be built. Nothing
elaborate! This has been proven to save animals in other
states.

I say JUST DO IT.
Sincerely,

Chllor——

Carolyn Allen Chew
505 Olive Court
Brandon FL 33510 3526

phone: 813 689 5181
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Female panther
killed by vehicle

An endangered Florida pan-
ther was struck and kiled by
avehicle this week The Flor-
ida Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission says the
female panther's remains
were found Tuesday near
Naples in Collier County.
Officials said it was about

2% years old. it's the 13th
fatal collsion this year out of
T/ total panther deaths,
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Leonard Buck
11740 SW Apple Blossom Trail
Port St. Lucie, FL 34987

July 27, 2017

South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

12085 State Road 29 S

Immokalee, FL 34142

Attn: Mr. David Shindle
Dear Sir,

| write today to request the Florida Panther remain under the endangered species protection.
We need to keep these beautiful animals saved from extinction. Please add to the successes
that have happened since they were first put on the endangered species list in 1967. Despite
that protection, the 1990’s led to almost a complete loss of these cats in Florida. I'm not sure
how their numbers could have dwindled so much at that time. More extensive rescue efforts
should be made now -- and If there is anything else that can be done to prolong the lives of
these cats as they roam south Florida, we should certainly spend the time and money to do so.
It saddens me to hear of them being hit by vehicles on our roads as they look for food and
mates. We need to take care [}f all inhabitants of our planet and so should extend greater
protections to our Florida panthers.

Sincerely,

Dt A

" Leonard Buck



f Marcia Buck
11740 SW Apple Blossom Trail
Port St. Lucie, FL 34987
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July 27, 2017

South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

12085 State Road 29 S

Immokalee, FL 34142

Attn: Mr. David Shindle
Dear Sir,

As a native Floridian, | have always loved and enjoyed the beauty of our state and so | write
today to request the Florida Panther remain under the endangered species protection. We
need to keep these beautiful animals saved from extinction. Please add to the successes that
have happened since they were first put on the endangered species list in 1967. Despite that
protection, the 1990’s led to almost a complete loss of these cats in Florida. I'm not sure how
their numbers could have dwindled so much at that time. More extensive rescue efforts
should be made now -- and If there is anything else that can be done to prolong the lives of
these cats as they roam south Florida, we should certainly spend the time and money to do so.
It saddens me to hear of them being hit by vehicles on our roads as they look for food and
mates. We need to take care of all inhabitants of our planet and so should extend greater
protections to our Florida panthers.

Sincerely,

Marcia Buck
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the leading cause of species extinction
around the world is habitat loss and
human persecution. With developers
encroaching more dramatically in
southwest Florida, the panthers need
the protection the Endangered Species
Act provides more than ever.

We know too well how fragile our
)anther population is; the cats
:on the Endangered Species
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.es from extinction. The pro-
ide in reviving their population
)t be prematurely dismantled
ike all other mountain lion
es, Florida panthers are spe-

. apted to their Big Cypress

nd Everglades habitats.
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GUEST COLUMNIST
KATE MACFALL

Heads up, citizens.
The federal government
is about to review the
endangered statusof one .. e o
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South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services

12085 State Road 29S

Immokalee FL 34142

ATT: David Shindle

Dear Mr. Shindle:

I strongly urge you to consider all the implecations should the Florida
panther be taken off the endangerd list here in our state. I am presently
staff officer for Marine Safety and Environmental Protection for the Coast
Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 56 in Vero Beach. As you know, the environment is
getting smaller and smaller due to the increase of construction of homes in
their habitat. The population of our panthers is still very small and taking
them off the endangered list won’t help their cause. Please keep them
protected.

Our already low numbers in their population will only add more stress to
their being able to find the habitat they need to survive.

Thanking you in advance for your consideration of this matter.

Sincrely yours,
J——
/L

Sandra J. Thiel
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1410 Tradition Cir., #104
Melbourne, FL 32901

July 31, 2017

Mr. David Shindle, Biologist

South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

12085 State Road 29 S

Immokalee, FL 34142

RE: Keep Florida Panther on Endangered Species List

Dear Mr. Shindle:

Please keep the Florida Panther on the Endangered Species List. It is the Florida State
Animal. In the early 1990s, there were only 20 - 30 Florida Panthers in Florida. Thanks
largely to the protection that the Endangered Species Designation has provided, there are
now about 200 - 230 Florida Panthers. However, Florida's population of 20 million people
continues to pose multiple threats to survival of the Florida Panther including habitat loss,
poaching, disease, and highway traffic fatalities.

The Florida Panther should continue to be protected by its Federal Endangered Species
designation as it struggles to survive in its natural habitat. Do not let its future result in
the same fate as that of the now extinct Dusky Seaside Sparrow.

Thank you for your cg
1410 Tradition Cir., #104

Sincerely, Melbourne, FL 32901 2
31
Jane Beach \J‘l \
‘ZCRZ X ,90 7]

Mr. David Shindle, Biol
S. Florida Ecological St
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
12085 State Road 29 ¢
"‘\\. Immokalee, FL 34142
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August 5, 2017
PANTHER LETTER

It wasn’t going to be like Miami here in South West Florida. Oh no! Well the same
short sightedness controls what is built here too and it is SHEER MADNESS. Our
commissioners’ rubber-stamp one development after another. All native vegetation,
save a miniscule amount, is removed and then developers rape the land. More
people are packed in like ants and tragic ‘big time’ loss of environment is what the
Florida Panther experiences. Itis so sad. Plenty of people feel this is a deplorable
land use too.

This is a death sentence for the panther when being forced out of their
environment because they have nowhere to go to hunt prey, if indeed there is any
prey left. Nowhere, to find a mate. A panther needs about 200 miles to roam in to
sustain life. In their futile search for a place to call their own, they are being killed at
arate of 3 a month in season as they try to cross the many busy roads that bisect the
area. There is not a great population of them to begin with.

Massive new developments are planned for South West Florida right up to the
Everglades, lands that are the last home for panthers. They won’t stand a chance.
Extinction is what follows for them. The Florida Panther is our state animal. We
should show it honor and protection, nothing less.

If having so much development is necessary why haven’t the commissioners
looked into the multitude of empty shopping malls and other buildings just sitting
vacant all over? These could be re-purposed into apartments and even homes. They
already have water, power and are on main roads for convenience. There are
businesses and residences combined already in the City of Naples.

Why must development involve trashing the natural environment? Loss of these
natural places and the panthers too, diminishes us all. We could be next on the
extinction list for having lost our soul.

Pamela Cannon
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Maureen B. Peterson
1316 Pasadena Ave.S., #301

August 03. 2017 South Pasadena, FL 33707

South Florida Ecological Services Field Office

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service A
12085 State Road 29 S 0 \3»7\
Immokalee, FL 34142 Q’f, \/}

Attention:; David Shindle, Biologist

Subject: Florida Panther needs to remain an Endangered Species v. GREED

Dear Mr. Shindle;

You have a handful of geneticists saying they are not a separate sub-species and Florida’s Fish & Wild|ife’s DNA tests saying
they are. Both are irrelevant. There are no more than 200 left and every year at least 10% of that miniscule population
is killed, mostly on our highways. They have been protected since 1967 and at one point, their population was down to
just 20-30 animals. | am aware of the 1995 history of bringing in eight female mountain lions from Texas, for mating
purposes. It was the one thing that prevented complete extinction and should be considered again — especially in view of
what we know of how crucial genetic diversity is to the survival of any species. Even the geneticist who says they are not
a separate sub-species, agrees that 200 panthers are not enough to ensure their survival. And to that | add, especially if
they are downgraded to merely threatened.

The people of Fiorida will be outraged if they are reduced to just “threatened”. You are no doubt aware of the public’s
reaction to Florida’s bear hunt. That will be minimal compared to our beloved panthers. They are the State Animal,
chosen by school children who have grown up loving these magnificent creatures - with posters in their bedrooms and
license plates on their cars, which say “Save the Panther”.

The reduction to “threatened” will give the State of Florida more flexibility to ensure their extinction. Gov. Rick Scott and
Rep. Vern Buchanan want this action taken so the protected conservation/panther habitat lands can be opened to fossil
fuel extraction, real estate development, ad infinitum. It will keep their wealthy, special-interest donors writing those
checks. The State of Florida will ensure they are killed off or moved to another state, of that you can be sure. Some facts
you may not be aware of, are found in a study by Harvard Law School’s Edmond J. Safra Center for Ethics, which found
that Florida is among the most politically corrupt states in the entire nation. They rate illegal corruption in our state
legislature as “very common”, illegal corruption in the executive branch as “moderately common” and even legal
corruption as “very common”. In view of that, how can you consider turning over more control to the State of Florida?

The thought of Florida’s natural resource management agencies being able to kill, wound, trap, or move panthers, as
merely a threatened species, makes me physically ill and angry. You have a moral and legal duty to protect Endangered
Species and | hope you will honor that duty, despite any and all political pressures.

Very truly yours,

ms.

Maureen B. Peterson

1316 Pasadena Ave S., #301
South Pasadena, FL 33707
727-345-1942
moepetersoni4@gmail.com
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ELP‘\ANA‘“‘-" E. R. JAHNA INDUSTRIES, INC.

P.O. Drawer 840 - Lake Wales, Florida 33859-084(

E.R. JAHNA INDUSTRIES, INC.

202 East Stuart Avenue
p.0. Drawer 840
Lake Wales,

FL 33859-0840

July 28, 2017

Mr. David Shindle

Biologist

US Fish and Wildlife Service
12085 State Road 29 South
Immokalee, FL 34142

o
Subject: >-Year Review of Florida Panther Endangered Species Status
Dear Mr. Shindle:

E.R. Jahna Industries, Inc. (Jahna) is a producer of fine aggregate, and we supply
commercial grade sand to the construction industry of Florida. Jahna is in full
support of your current review of the endangered status of the Florida Panther
with a detailed examination of current panther population, taxonomy, and
habitat availability. We would encourage you to closely evaluate all the available
science in the protection and management of this species. We feel that reducing
the panther’s classification to threatened status may be warranted based on
current data. This action would benefit the citizens of Florida by potentially
lessening restrictive regulations on development and mining while ensuring that
affordable construction materials are available to our growing Florida economy.

erely,

i yl 10
am Morro .
President

MINES  Cabbage Grove = Green Bay » Hames Cily « Independent - North & South » Mills « Orlona = Savannah



4231 46th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
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amain - Fionga pantners

nail Kris Hleuka <krishleuka@gmail.com>

nthers

crishleuka@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 8, 2017 at 7:08 PM

c@wsso  — (Joudd st SAd

ndie,

1derstanding that you are taking public comment about reviewing the FL panthers' endangered species

I, and everyone | know here in Englewood, FL, want you to know that we deeply value Florida's wild heritage
hy | moved here from California, for the water and wildlife — and want our panthers protected!

er was chosen as our official state animal yet only 230 or fewer exist on Earth. Since there are 20.6 million
orida, it is as essential as ever to PREVENT the panthers from extinction. Because of all these hurnans, the

wavoidable and sad. It alone is too high to be sustainable. PLEASE continue to PROTECT OQUR

a0

Mis. Kristin Hley ka
;. 65 Sand Dollar L:I
% Englewood, FI 34223-5940
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August 8, 2017

South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
Attn: David Shindle, Biologist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

12085 State Road 29 S

Immokalee FL 34142

Dear Mr. Shindle,

This letter is sent in response 10 an article that appeared in the local newspaper concerning
possible changes being made by the federal government to remove the Florida panther from
the endangered species list. I'm not a biologist, a zoologist, or an ecologist, but | believe that
removing the Florida panther from the endangered species list would be unwise.

The Florida panther's natural habitat - the Big Cypress Swamp and Everglades - is exclusive,
unlike it's cousin's, the Puma, whose habitat and range is quite extensive. The Florida
panther is most commonly found to survive in these particular areas.

Again, I'm not an expert, but if this current population, that was created from 20 to 30
panthers that survived in the 1990s, were culled again, what effect would that have on the
health of the future gene pool?

Also, how would the reduction of a natural apex predator affect other species?

Sometimes the reason behind unwise changes (such as the current abuse of our natural
springs, wetlands and other protected areas) reveals a not-so-hidden agenda, and that
agenda usually involves money. If lucrative gain is behind any of these decisions, then we
can be assured that nature and natura! resources will suffer. Are there any plans to develop
any of those areas mentioned? If so, then say goodbye to the Florida panther and other
species that exist in our incredibly unique eco systems of southern Florida.

It would be a great relief to see our representatives (local, state and federal) make decisions
that support the environment and not abuse it. We are to be good stewards of what's been
given to us by God. Money, people and the eternal struggle for power will always be present
and survive, but living creatures and natural resources, which don't have a voice, won't
always be there if they're not properly cared for and preserved.

Sincerely, qg 3 ,W oy .

L, Richardson

“Mr. & Mrs. C.R. Richardson
P.O. Box 4886
Ocala, FL 34478-4886
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10366 110" Ave
Seminole, FL 33773

August 8, 2017

Attn: US fish and Wildlife Service

We are writing this on behalf of all the creatures on land and
in the ses.

Because of the greediness of people who just can’t wait to make
a dollar by purchasing land and developing it. never caring
about the consequences. The bears are pushed further and further
away from the area they were born in. Returning only to find it
has been developed and they are pushed away. The Florida panther
should be kept on the endangered species list or they are gone
forever. Endangered Key deer is also in trouble, because humans
just can’t leave things alone. Once they are gone its over.
People are shooting sharks, dragging them through the water
until they die, then laughing at their actions.

Roosevelt set aside acres of land in Yellowstone to preserve

the animals -mountains - waterfalls etc. Author Beatrix Potter
bought up many farms to stop development. Angering many greedy
people. She was a women ahead of her time. On her death she left
4,000 acres to the National Trust. What has Florida done? Even
the everglades are a mess, Sugar industry took care of that.

Saving species shouldn’t be a matter of discussion. It should be
a matter of automatic response because, you can't reproduce a

specie once it is gone.,

Hopefully this letter will speak for the endangered animals
of Florida.
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Mr. David Shindle

S. Florida Ecological Field Office
USFWS

12085 State Rd 29S
Immokalee, FL 34142

Mr. Shindle,

| am asking your agency to reconsider its objective of delisting the Florida
panther. While it may be similar to the species out west, the Florida panther is
unique to our state. Reckless development, rollbacks of environmental
protections of habitat, and the number of panthers killed annually by cars are
already decimating the population. Delisting it will accelerate its demise. The
people of Florida have fought long and hard to keep this species viable in our
state. Please do not undo decades of hard work and succumb to the wishes of
some developers, politicians, and others who would hasten the destruction of this
creature’s habitat and its very existence.

Please do not delist the Florida panther from its endangered status.

Sincerely,

Scarlett Robinson
Largo, Florida
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6766 Canwick Cove Circle
Naples, FL 34113-3199
August 17, 2017

South Florida Ecological Services Field Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

12085 State Road 29 S.

immokalee, FL 34142

Att: Mr. David Shindle

Dear Mr. Shindle,

Our Florida Panthers need continued rescuing and preservation. It is indeed extremely unfortunate that
we have not been able to adequately stem the continuing endangerment of our rare Panthers through

human interference and questionable development policies.

| urge that the Federal endangered species protection of these panthers continue, and that in the
upcoming review process this continuation will be approved.

Respectfully,

BLATL.,

Robert F. Reinoehl



6766 Canwick Cove Circle
Naples, FL 34113-3199
August 17, 2017

South Florida Ecological Services Field Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

12085 State Road 29 S.

immokalee, FL 34142

Att: Mr. David Shindle

Dear Mr. Shindle,

Qur Florida Panthers need continued rescuing and preservation. It is indeed extremely unfortunate that
we have not been able to adequately stem the continuing endangerment of our rare Panthers through

human interference and questionable development policies.

| urge that the Federal endangered species protection of these panthers continue, and that in the
upcoming review process this continuation will be approved.

Respectfully,

ey e Lo L gl

Fredna E. Reinoehl
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GUEST COLUMNIST
KATE MACFALL

Heads up, citizens.
The federal government
is about to review the
endangered status of one
of our state’s rarest spe-
cies — the Florida pan-
ther — and now is the time for all of us
to make our voices heard.

We Floridians clearly love our wild
and mysterious panthers. In 1981, the
state’s schoolchildren chose the pan-
ther as our official state animal over
other animal contenders such as alliga-
tors and manatees. .

Biologists estimate that, at most,
only 230 or fewer Florida panthers
exist on Earth. Compare that to Flori-
da’s human population, which has
reached 20.6 million. Federal protec-
tions for Florida panthers are as essen-
tial as ever to prevent the big cats from
going extinct. No scientific justification
exists to strip panthers of their en-
dangered species protection, and there
is simply no pressing need to do so.

This U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
review comes at a time when panther
deaths on Florida roads are outpacing
the number of documented panther
births. The statistics are alarming: Last
one, an average of three pan-
th died on our roadways as
avel#d in search of food and

mates;

. So far this year, 13 panthers have
been struck and killed on roads. These
highway deaths come on top of other
causes of mortality, including poaching,

o

-]
TC Treasure Coast Newspapers Tuesday, July 25, 2017 7A

= T T = " e

CONTRIBUTED PHOTG BY FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

One Florida panther ranged 800 miles in five months after his release in January 2015, including

a brief visit to Treasure Coast counties.

predation on kittens and disease.

The road toll alone is too high to be
sustainable. Every year since 2012,
Florida has set a new record for the

number of panthers killed by vehicles.

Our panther population will face con-
tinual threats because massive new
developments are planned for the

southwest Florida lands that are the
panthers' last home. Strip malls, hous-
ing developments and new roads will
greatly impair Florida panthers’
prospects for survival.

Panthers are particularly vulnerable
to human threats because of their al-
ready-low numbers and because they

require large ranges. Biologists know
the leading cause of species extinction
around the world is habitat loss and
human persecution. With developers
encroaching more dramatically in
southwest Florida, the panthers need
the protection the Endangered Species
Act provides more than ever.

We know too well how fragile our
Florida panther population is; the cats
were put on the Endangered Species
list in 1967. In the 1990s, the population
dwindled to just 20 to 30 cats before-
intensive rescue efforts began to save
the species from extinction. The pro-
gress made in reviving their population
should not be prematurely dismantled
now. Unlike all other mountain lion
subspecies, Florida panthers are spe-
cially adapted to their Big Cypress
Swamp and Everglades habitats.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is
taking public comment about reviewing
the Florida panthers’ endangered spe-
cies protections until Aug. 29. We mus
let the federal government know we
value Florida’s wild heritage and we
want our panthers protected.

Input should be sent to biologist
David Shindle through one of the fol-
lowing methods:

» Regular mail: South Florida Eco-
logical Services Field Office, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, 12085 State Road
29 S, Immokalee, FL 34142

» Email: david_shindle@fws.gov

» Fax: 772-562-4288

Citizensnieed to stand up for Florida panther

Kate MacFall is the Florida state direc-
tor for the Humane Society of the Unit-
ed States.
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bt 5509 SW 6™ Ave.
Cape Coral, FL 33914
August 25, 2017
Biologist David Shindle

South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
12085 State Road 29 S

Immokalee, FL 34142

Dear Biologist David Shindle,

| am writing to you today to plead with you to keep the Florida panther on the Endangered
Species list. There is simply no scientific reason to take ours Florida panther off of this list. From
what | have read, | understand that there are only 230 or fewer Florida panthers that exist on
our earth.

Since 2012, the record for the number of panthers killed on our roadways continues to rise.
What is more alarming is that the number of documented panthers killed on roadways alone is
higher than the number of documented panther births, not even counting deaths caused by
predation on kittens, disease, or fires.

As a biologist, | am sure that you know that one of the major reasons for species extinction is
habitat loss. Southwest Florida is the Florida panther’s last home. This panther is specifically
adapted to the Everglades habitats, and would most likely not survive elsewhere. As
development of Southwest Florida continues, the panther is even more endangered of
becoming extinct. As oit companies continue to seek to utilize fracking in SW Florida, the
Florida panther’s habitat will be disturbed to a point that will stress the panther population
even more.

More than ever, the Florida panther needs the protection of the Endangered Species Act.
Please do not let this majestic animal, our state animal, fade into extinction. As humans, we
must do everything in our power to protect all life on this earth.

Sincerely,

Dehorah R. Jaros

bt R
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;ﬁ‘wﬁavid Shindle

S. Florida Ecological Field Office
USFWS

12085 State Rd 295
Immokalee, FL 34142

Mr. Shindle,

{ am asking your agency to reconsider its objective of delisting the Florida
panther. While it may be similar to the species out west, the Florida panther is
unique to our state. Reckless development, rollbacks of environmental
protections of habitat, and the number of panthers killed annually by cars are
already decimating the population. Delisting it will accelerate its demise. The
people of Florida have fought long and hard to keep this species viable in our
state. Please do not undo decades of hard work and succumb to the wishes of
some developers, politicians, and others who would hasten the destruction of this
creature’s habitat and its very existence.

Please do not delist the Florida panther from its endangered status.
Sincerely,
CA M

Charlotte Schiaffo
Tampa, Florida

| charlotte sdplllah\
Hormwood Pl
gﬁ&t»a,of'r?.wsams-lszs
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331 East 29 Street — Apt. 6i
New York, NY 10016-8343
August 24, 2017

David Shindle

South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

12085 State Road 29 S

Immokalee, FL. 34142-5703

Re:  Keep the Florida Panther on the Endangered Species List & Protect Them

Dear Dave,
Lurge you to keep the Florida panther on the Endangered Species List and protect them.

These magnificent animals must be protected from loss of habitat, encroaching development, oil
and gas exploration, fracking and being hit by cars and trucks.

Please do everything you can to protect the State of Florida's state animal, the Florida panther.

We need for you to help enlarge the panthers’ habitat and institute programs to protect them
that will encourage these magestic creatures to flourish.

Sincerely,

Mo Wy—

Mel Wathen

cc Larry Williams, South Florida Field Supervisor
South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
1339 20th Street
Vero Beach, FL 32960-2559

Elizabeth Fleming
Defenders of Wildlife
3637 4th St. N - #230

St. Petersburg, FL 33701



MS: BPHCUS Fish & Wildlife Service
12085 State Road 29 South
Immokalee, FL. 34142

Dear Wildlife Administrator:

I'am writing to you about the change in status of the Florida Panther.

| am opposed with this idea as they are being killed at a fast rate. The problem
is that speed needs to be more address & people need to be made more aware
that they need to look out in the areas they roam. They need to be more
responsible to being in their territory. There is not enough public information
given to the public about our Panthers & how they live in their habitant.

We need to stop building in these areas altogether or learn how to live with
these animals. | have woods behind my house & | have left areas so the

wild animals have their space to live, roam & for the last 20 years | & the animals
are living together just fine.

Its” time we speak for the animals who do not have a voice before its’ too
late & these animals are run out of our beautiful state.

Thank you for your time & have a good day!

.Sincerely; q 'i
Dorothy r\‘thite

4134 Westbourne Circle
Sarasota, FL 34238
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John Cielukowski
9 Harbor Circle

Cocoa Beach, FL 32931-2414

27 August 2017

Dear Mr. Shindle,
Please do not change the endangered species status for the Florida panther.

The Florida panther is already under numerous threats that are reducing their
numbers, namely: encroachment and overdevelopment of their habitat, vehicle
strikes on the highways and poaching,

The FWC should be in the business of protecting our wildlife, not jeopardizing its
future existence.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
Yy 2 :
7/ //
P AT
Afﬁf <4
John Cielukowski

Mr. David Shindle

So FL Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services

12085 State Road 29S8

Immokalee, FL 34142



vie"David Shindle

S. Florida Ecological Field Office
USFWS

12085 State Rd 295
Immokalee, FL 34142

Mr. Shindle,

| am asking your agency to reconsider its objective of delisting the Florida
panther. While it may be similar to the species out west, the Florida panther is
unique to our state. Reckless development, rollbacks of environmental
protections of habitat, and the number of panthers killed annually by cars are
already decimating the population. Delisting it will accelerate its demise. The
people of Florida have fought long and hard to keep this species viable in our
state. Please do not undo decades of hard work and succumb to the wishes of
some developers, politicians, and others who would hasten the destruction of this
creature’s habitat and its very existence,

Please do not delist the Florida panther from its endangered status.

Sincerely,

Jesse Glover
Tampa, Florida
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2327 Barkwood Pass

- e :
- "

* Clearwater, FL 33763

August 22, 2017
Mr. David Shindle
South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

12085 State Road 29 S.

Immokalee, FL 34142

KEEP THE FLORIDA PANTHER
ON THE ENDANGERED SPECIES
LI

7
-

Sincerely yours,

pn—

Amelia M. Wallon
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tami doll South Florida ES Office 1z
Jar 7

To: davidﬂshindle@%gglévea(:h’ FL

Subject: review of the Florida Panther status

Dear Mr. Shindle,

| am sickened that | even have to protest the potential downgrading of the Florida Panther. If you, at the US Fish and
Wildlife Service, do not step up and protect our wildlife we will lose species across the board. Look what happened to
the Manatee- this gentle giant was downgraded so that drunken boaters can race their way through the intraceastal
and Florida rivers. The current administration is only concerned with big business. We need to be stewards of cur
natural riches which includes the Florida Panther. With only 200 in the state how can you consider allowing hunting
and taking away what is left of their habitat. [ guarantee the ranchers want to shoot them and big businesses want to
build in the panther ranging area.

Please do theright fhing and fight for the Florida Panther. Its status needs to remain as an Endangered Species. Thank
you

Bea;t Regards 0
',Daml Doll

2833 Pheasant Run
Clearwater, Fi.

N c-ii
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July:8, 2018 Vero Beach, FL

Estelle and Max Austin
7306 Gulf Way
Hudson, FL 34667

Fax:

David Shindle

South FL Ecologica! Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and wildlife Service

12085 Ste Road 29 S

Immokalee, FL 34142

Fax: 772 562 4288

Dear Mr. David Shindle,
I am writing regarding the FL State Panther. The State Animal shoulg

Numbers are still being killed by cars.
Its habitat is being encroached on by people who want to bu
It is a unique animal to Florida and was here before Florida w
Taking the animal off of the endangered list threatens its exi
More people will want to kill the few we have left as trophie

i still be on the endangered list.

ild in its habitat.
vas built.
stence.

2.

p.1

Please do not change the status of this unique animal to Florida by taking it off of the endangered list.

Thanks for vour attention.

Sincerely yours,
FB St
Estelle Austin

Max Austin
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luly 10, 2017 South Florida ES Office
Vero Beach, FL

David Shindle

South Florida Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

12085 State Road 29 S

Immaokalee, FL 34142

RE: [FWS-R4-ES-2017-N024; FXES11130800000C2~178-FFO9E32000] Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; 5-Year Status Reviews of 23 Southeastern Species

Dear Mir. Shindle,

i am a twenty-six-year, year-round resident of Pinellas County, Florida. | am not a scientist but,
nevertheless, wish to give my input to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s upcoming review of the Florida
Panther’s conservation status.

Please maintain the Florida Panther's current classification as “endangered” so it can continue to enjoy
the protections covered under that status. No public good, and anly harm to the biological diversity of
our state and health of this population of animals, could come from any other decision by the Service.

it has been suggested in the conclusions of the controversial, and many suggest flawed, Cuiver study
that the Fiorida panther is merely a subspecies of the common puma, Even if this were an
unguestionable scientific fact, it is irrelevant because of the following irrefutable facts about the Florida
panther:

e [tis an extremely small population that has only begun to recover. In the fifty years since its
original classification as endangered, it has increased only a little over 11% - a trend so
insignificant that it could easily be reversed by the adverse trends of increasing deaths on roads
and highways and the rapid reduction of the Florida panther’s natural habitat. These two trends
go hand-in-hand and will anly increase over time,

e ltisaunique population -- the only one of its kind in the entire United States east of the
Mississippi River.

Finally, though the discovery for the first time of one family of 2 Florida panther mother and kittens
north of the Caloosahatchee River is, indeed, a happy one, it can in no scientifically or statistically sound
way be considered to be an upward “distribution trend.”

Thank you for your attention

Sincerely,

I8

.'{-

uth L. Barrens
2634 69" Avenue South
St. Petershurg, FL33712
rharrens@gmail.com
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Page [ of 1

JUL 23 2075,

Diane Leahy ' South Florida ES Office
Vero Beach, FL

From: "Diane Leahy" <hleahy@tampabay.rr.com>
Date: Sunday, July 23,2017 4.58 PM
To: <david shingle@fws.pov>

Subiect:  Endangered Protection for Florida panthers
Mr. Shingie,
The same day {(July 20, 2017) that | read the article written by Maniey Fuller, president, Florida Wildiife
Federation there was a small article noting the death of yet another panther killed in Naples, FL by a vehicle. This
happens way toc ofien besides other reasen for their deaths. Please encourage the appropriate authorities to
keep the Florida paniner on the federal, state or whatever endangered list.
Thank you for your attention to his very important matter.

Sincerely,

H. D. Leahy
Oldsmar, FL 34677

'J

7/2312017
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JUL 24 2T,

South Florida ES Office
F AX' Vero Beach, FLL

DATE: Q7/24117

TO: David Shindle
FROM: Judith Mulac

# PAGES: 1

SUBJECT:; SAVE THE FLORIDA PANTHERS

MSG:

Excellent articla in the Sun Sentinel this morning regarding the issue of keeping Florida

Panthers on the endangered list. | feel this is a MUST. Additional things must also be
done to protect their environments and prevent the numerous “deaths by auto.”

Judith Mulac, Plantation, FL
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To: david shindle
Fax#: 17725624288
Subject:
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From: jacqueline munera
Pages: 2

Date: Aug 12, 2017

Comments:
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South Florida ES %ﬁx COVER SHEET

Vero Beach, FL

I you didn’t receive this fax in your email you Send and receive faxes through your

need:

email, online or smartphone.

No paper, ink, or 2™ phone line required.
Includes a real fax number!

faxing simplidied. anytime. anywheres,

Try it free for 30 days at myfax.com

MyFax® is an award-winning Internet fax service that requires no hardware or software. All you need is Internet
access, a MyFax account, and an email address. There is no contract to sign, no setup fees, and you can cancel
anytime. Try it FREE for 30 days — Keep it for only $10 per month

MyFax does not tolerate fraud and abuse. If this fax is spam, promotes illegal activity or is abusive, please email
support@myfax.com. To have your fax number placed on a Do Not Fax list, please call i

This fax was delivered by MyFax Free a no cost, send only version of the MyFax Internet Fax service. For more
“perfect for small business” online services visit www.j2.com
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Karen Armlin
Jackson, NJ 08527

August 14, 2017

Mr. David Shindle

South Florida Ecolagical Services
Field Office

U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service
State Road 295

Immokalee, FL 34142

Fax#

Re: De-Listing Florida State Panther
Dear Mr. Shindle,
[ am writing to you in a follow up to my email sent August 13, 2017,

| oppose the proposed de-listing of Florida's state animal the panther. Their last population
center is the site of an aggressive development. Human encroachment and loss of habitat puts
an extreme stress on the survival of this beautiful species. Why should these few panthers pay
with their lives because we don't make every effort to find ways to co-in habitat? Panthers are
particularly vilnerable to human threats due to their already low numbers and because they
require large ranges. They were placed on the

Endangered Species Act/ list to prevent this species from becoming extinct, they have yet to
make full comebhack. With developers encroaching more dramatically in southwest Florida, the
panthers need the protection of the Endangered Species Act now more than ever,

There is no scientific basis for the proposed de-listing of Florida's official State animal. It is not
ok to Kill these beauliful anitmals.

I urge you to please vote and press to keep these panthers on the Endangered Species Act,
Florida's official state animal.

Thank you for readipng my letter. | hope you do the right thing for the panthers. All our wildlife
play an important role in our ecosystem,

Sincerely,
Mu% v&‘f‘-’

aren Armlin
Our task must be to widen our circle of love and compassion to embrace all living creatures.”
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] . Recipient Information
To: David Shindle

Company: U<, Fish and Wil RAER.

Sender Information send a fax for free
From: Mary Gama
Company: Florida Resident 32804
Email address: mary.gama®@icloud.com (from 24.110.35.166)
Phone #: 4072840129
Sent on: Monday, August 14 2017 at 3:28 PM EDT

| urge you NCT to delist Florida Panther from Endangered Species list!

AUG 15 201/

South Florida ES Office
Vero Beach, FL

spam or abusive, please e-mail support@faxzerc.com or send a fax o || o ohore Specify fax #20097910. We will

This fax was sent using the FaxZero.com free fax service. FaxZero.com has a zero tolerance io\'rci for abuse and junk faxes. If this fax is
add your fax number to the biock list.
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15-Aug-2817 B3:38 From Mary Gama. Phone #40728408129 FaxZero.con

Dear Mr. David Shindle,

My name is Mary Gama, and I'm a Florida resident, 32804. | urge you NOT to
delist the Florida Panther from the Endangered Species list, because delisting
now would be disastrous for the panther.[1]

Panthers are under critical pressure. Loss of habitat and increased human
activity directly affects the future survival of the species.[1]

2016 was the deadliest year for Florida panthers. A total of 42 panthers died last
year, matching the 2015 totals. Mcre than 80 percent of the deaths involved
panthers killed by vehicles. According to the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission, there are approximately 120-230 adult panthers in
the popuiation. However, these numbers are not enough to ensure its long-term
viability as a species.[1] With 50 few breeding adulis left in the wild, and 25% of
their numbers susceptible to vehicular death or habitat loss, it is unconscionable
to consider delisting them until their numbers are higher and more stable.

Since the listing of the Florida panther as endangered in 1967, panther habitat
has significantly declined due to rapid urban sprawl and agricultural land
conversions in the panther's habitat range. As a result of panther habitat
destruction, changing the status of the panther from endangered to threatened
does not meet the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service criteria for delisting.[1]

| urge you not to submit to pressure from developmental and agricultural interests
lobbying for this reckless delisting, and to maintain the Florida Panther on the
endangered species list. Floridians demand it!

Tharnk you for your time,

Mary Gama
mary.gama@icloud.com

1 —thebradentontimes.com/delisting-wouid-put-panthers-in-peril-p18872-158.him

p.-2
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LAW OFFICE OF 0CT 1 6 207
ALEIDA ORS WALDMAN, P.A.

440 SOUTH ANDREWS AVENUE
ALEIDA ORS WALDMAN, Esq. FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33301
TELEPHONE (954) 524-1100
TELEFAX (888) 760-2991 AOWPA@GSTANET

August 30, 2017

VIA US MAIL

Greg Sheehan

Acting Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Mr. Sheehan:

I, and many of my friends and family, are opposed to changing the designation of endangered
species for the Florida panther. I have the privilege of spending a lot of my free time in the Big Cypress
preserve on private land. Over the last 20 years I have seen four panthers with my own eyes. I see them
more frequently on the game cameras that are placed throughout the property since they are nocturnal
hunters.

The State of Florida has spent millions of dollars since the 1970’s in ensuring that the panther
population would grow into a sustainable population. We are barely there almost 40 years later. Every
year there are over 30 panthers killed, mostly due to collisions with cars. Many of us have advocated for
more funding for underpasses to try to prevent the accidents that kill so many of these protected animals.

The State of Florida has millions of acres of public land to support a much larger panther
population, in spite of the loss of land due to development. The panthers require large areas to roam and
hunt, approximately 75 to 200 square miles. Between the roadkill and the loss of habitat to development,
we still have approximately 230 panthers that have survived.

Panthers are iconic animals that are part of the fabric of this great State. To reduce the
protections to the Florida panther from “endangered” to “threatened” is not in the best interest of the
State. It is only in the best interest of the nine developers seeking permission to develop approximately
150,000 acres in Collier County. It is time to strengthen the protections, not weaken them.

Put Florida first, not developers. Stick to the “enHangered;’ gnatioln for the Florida panther.
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Feds shouldn’t change panther
protections

Someone should tell the rest of Florida’s panthers they can come home.

Even though there’s just an estimated 230 Florida panthers still in existence,
federal regulators are reconsidering their status as an endangered species.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is studying whether a slight uptick in panther
population since 2014 is enough to change them from “endangered” to
“threatened.”

Changing panthers’ endangered status could do away with some of their federal
protections. It’s a move supported by developers and ranchers who bristle at limits
imposed on using panthers’ ever-shrinking territory.

The Sun Sentinel opposes potentially weakening protections for the Florida
panther. Instead of making things easier for big land owners, state and federal
officials should boost efforts to protect open spaces and save Florida’s big cats.

Supporters of changing the endangered species status argue that panthers — driven
away by sprawling development, pollution and over hunting — could survive
without the same level of protection that has kept them from drifting into
extinction.

If that’s the case, then surely there must be more than just 230 panthers prowling
around out there somewhere.

Perhaps they are hiding in the subdivisions and shopping centers now spread over
their bulldozed territory. Maybe we just can’t see them as we speed over the roads
and highways crisscrossing the hunting grounds panthers once roamed.

And if a revived population of Florida Panthers suddenly reappears, where exactly
would we put them?

Central and South Florida was once their primary territory. Now suburbia reaching
from Orlando to Miami isn’t going anywhere.

Through the decades, half of the Everglades has been drained to make room for
development as well as a sea of sugar cane.

North of Lake Okeechobee, a big mouse turned panther land into a world of theme
parks, hotels and other attractions that keep mushrooming across the landscape.

http://enewspaper.sun-sentinel.com/htmi5/mobile/production/default.aspx?pubid=09c7c801-e32b-4036-b4e3-001ebe0a7176 113
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That’s the problem the panther has long faced. Its territory is disappearing. W1th
every real estate sign heralding a new nelghborhood under constructlon the
panther’s chance for a comeback shrinks. AL RVE P

Panthers are left with less than 5 percent of the territory they used to claim in
Florida, according to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Their
need for breeding and feeding space clashes with developers’ — and homebuyers’ —
hunger for Florida real estate.

Panthers could soon get squeezed off even more land in southwest Florida. Nine
property owners are asking for exemptions to federal protections for panthers and
other endangered species for a new development that could spread across 152,000
acres in eastern Collier County.

Roadkill is another way to gauge the consequences of panthers crossing paths with
mankind.

From 2014 through 2016, the number of Florida panthers killed by drivers (88)
outpaced the number of panthers that were born (61), according to state wildlife
officials.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service says that reconsidering the panther’s endangered
status is a standard practice that will result in a recommendation, not an immediate
change to panther protections.

If a change from “endangered” to “threatened” is recommended, that would kick off
more than a year of considerations for federal officials to decide what the new
panther protection rules should be.

In the meantime, the public has until Aug. 29 to weigh in with comments on
whether Florida panther protections should be changed.

The Florida panther’s road to recovery has been slow and remains too risky to dial
back protections.

After the number of Florida panthers dipped into the 20s in the 1970s, prohibitions
on killing panthers along with protecting remaining habitat and even bringing in
panthers from Texas to help boost breeding have helped them rebound.

Federal and state officials in February announced that the panther population had
grown to as many 230, up from about 180 in 2014. That’s welcome news, but not a
reason to start changing the rules that helped panthers survive.

Development and other man-made pressures continue to squeeze out room for the
panther. That makes it more important than ever to bolster, not diminish,
protections for Florida’s remaining panthers.

http://enewspaper.sun-sentinel.com/htrl5/mobile/production/default.aspx?pubid=09c7c801-e32b-4036-b4e3-001ebe0a7176 213
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