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SOUTH FLORIDA OFFICE RESPONDS TO OIL SPILL DISASTER 

     Several staff members from 
the South Florida Ecological 
Services Office are among hun-
dreds of U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service employees who were 
or are deployed in response to 
the Deepwater Horizon/British 
Petroleum oil spill.   
     The Service is working with 
partners to minimize the impact 
of the oil spill on fish, wildlife 
and habitat.  Brian Powell, 
Darryl Thomas and Steve 
Traxler were among the first 
deployed from the South Flor-
ida Office.  They went to Mo-
bile, Ala. for 14 days in May to 
help conduct air, ground and 
water wildlife surveys.         
     Anthony Sowers and Bob 
Frakes went to the Florida 
Keys for three days at the end 
of May to take water and sedi-
ment samples to document 
conditions before potential oil 
spill impacts.  They each led 
separate boat crews of inter-
agency personnel.  “Each crew 
took samples at four or five 
different sites and sent them off 
for analysis,” said Anthony, 
who left for Pensacola, Fla. 
June 30 for his second deploy-
ment. 
     Delta Harris and Steve 
Schubert spent 14 days based 
out of Spanish Fort, Ala. start-
ing May 21, primarily looking 
for oiled or injured birds along 
the southern Alabama coast-
line.  Steve also served as a 
dispatcher at the command 
center.  “I took calls on the 
hotline and then directed folks 
in the field to the distressed 
birds.  I’d also send crews out 
on boats to clean up oil or tend 
to booms,” he said. 
     As with most oil spill re-
sponders, Steve and Delta 
worked 12-hour days for two 

weeks straight.  Delta found 
solace in helping people in the 
stricken communities.  “They 
were happy we were there and 
genuinely concerned about the 
wildlife,” she said.  
     Jane Tutton worked at the 
Incident Command Center in 
Miami for two weeks in June.  
She was replaced by Patrick 
Pitts and she volunteered to go 
back in July.  Among their pri-
orities is the ongoing coordina-
tion and refinement of the Flor-
ida Wildlife Management Op-
erations Plan.  In addition, 
Charlie Pelizza, manager of 
Pelican Island NWR deployed 
to Mobile, Ala., where Kristi 
Yanchis and John Galvez are 
currently serving. 
     Anne Philip served at the 
Service’s Southeast Regional 
Headquarters in Atlanta pro-
viding administrative support. 
     “All of our admin folks de-
serve praise for all the hard 
work they’ve done here on the 
home front to ensure successful 
deployments for all of us,” said 
Jane.  “Andy Caron merits big
-time kudos for stopping in 
Miami on his own time to help 
me with a laptop issue.”  

     Trish Adams, Al Begazo, 
Connie Cassler, Emily Bauer, 
John Wrublik and Liberta 
Scotto have conducted and 
continue to conduct baseline 
bird surveys along local coastal 
areas with BP contractors and 
Nicole Moore and Chris Red-
din -- student interns at Pelican 
Island NWR.  These surveys 
are done under the Natural Re-
source Damage Assessment 
and Restoration Program 
(NRDA), which is designed to 
restore natural resources dam-
aged by oil spills or hazardous 
substance releases.   
     Nicole and Chris also 
trained South Florida staff on 
surveying techniques.  
“They’ve gone far beyond what 
anyone could expect from such 
young people,” said Joanna 
Webb, Pelican Island NWR 
refuge ranger, who also sched-
ules local NRDA activities. 
     Paul Souza, Field Supervi-
sor of the South Florida Office, 
said, “I’m proud of everyone 
who has contributed out in the 
field, as well as here at home.  
Our team has put service be-
fore self in the face of this on-
going disaster.” 

By Ken Warren 

Photo by Ken Warren 

From left, Colleen Reilly (BP contractor), Nicole Moore 
and Chris Reddin look for birds on a beach in Indian 
River County as Trish Adams documents findings. 
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