
 
Designing Schoolyard Habitats in 

Urban Areas 
 

A collaborative, community-based process 

Georgia Basso 

USFWS 



Rogers 
International 
School 

Springdale School 

Stark School 

Stamford High School 

Rippowam Middle  
School 











“Our third grade class had to work really hard to make our Schoolyard Habitat.  First, we went 
outside to explore the space. As we were doing this, a wave of excitement went through our 
bodies. We felt this way because we were making our own outdoor classroom where we could 
learn about nature and about all different kinds of animals”. – Third grader in New Haven CT 



“The next day we started making our dreams come true! We started digging 
and planting all the flowers. I especially enjoyed digging holes. I liked feeling 
that I was a part of something important that was going on and I felt happy 
doing it.” – Third grade student. New Haven, CT 



“During the Schoolyard Habitat dedication, the student artists were recognized by 
name. Seeing pride on the faces of the students and their parents, and knowing 
that their confidence will be lifted each time they walk past that sign, this is the 
moment that stands out the most for me.”  

 
~ David Heiser, Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History, interpretive sign lead  

As a component of 
the Urban Wildlife 
Refuge Partnership 
in New Haven the 
students work 
closely with 
designers at the 
Yale Peabody 
Museum of Natural 
History to create 
interpretive signs 
for their site.  
 
These students won 
a school wide art 
contest to have 
their drawings 
featured on the 
sign. 



Columbus Family Academy 
Before & After 
 
• Impervious surface reduced 
• Native species increase 
• Students engaged in all steps 

 



Worthington Hooker School 
Before & After 
 
• Turf grass reduced 
• Native species increase 
• Students engaged in all steps 

 



The school community including parents, students, teachers, and even neighbors comes together on workdays 



Outdoor Classrooms 
Before & After 
 

• Designed by 6th grade 
students 

• Students work with 
USFWS volunteers, 
Refuge Managers and 
the City of New Haven 
to install classrooms 
across the city 

• Students have class 
outside 

 













http://www.geocachealaska.org/landmanagers.htm

