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Bird Species of Harbor Island

Birds of Harbor Island National Wildlife Refuge as depicted by Scharf and Chamberlin (1978) 
and including surveys of other authors.

Species of note that have been found more recently breeding in the area are shown in bold
italics (under the “Common Name” column). This list is not exhaustive, as many migrants 
species (especially waterfowl, raptors, and songbirds) are not represented.

1Region 3 Conservation Priorities (FWS 2002)
2Regional Forester Sensitive (USFS 2003)
3Michigan Special Animal (1999)
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Common Loon1,2,3 Gavia immer x OWA
Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus x OWA
Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena x OWA
Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps x OWA
Double-crested 
Cormorant1 Phalacrocorax auritus x OWA

American Bittern1,3 Botaurus lentiginosus x OWE
Black-crowned Night 
Heron1,2,3 Nycticorax nycticorax x OWE

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias x OWA, OWE
Mute Swan Cygnus olor x OWA
Trumpeter Swan1,2,3 Cygnus buccinator OWA
Canada Goose1 Branta canadensis x OWA
American Black Duck1 Anas rubripes x OWA
Lesser Scaup1 Aythya affinis x OWA
Greater Scaup x OWA
Surf Scoter Melanitta americana x OWA
White-winged Scoter Melanitta nigra x OWA
Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis x OWA
Bufflehead Bucephala albeola x OWA
Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula x OWA
Wood Duck1 Aix sponsa x OWA, OWE
Mallard1 Anas platyrhynchos x OWA, OWE
Blue-winged Teal1 Anas discors x OWA, OWE
Green-winged Teal Anas crecca x OWA, OWE
Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus x OWA, OWE
Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator x OWA, OWE
Common Merganser Mergus merganser x OWA, OWE
Osprey3 Pandion haliaetus x OWA
Bald Eagle1,3 Haliaeetus leucocephalus x OWA
Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus x DCF, DMF, WCF, WMF

Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Cooper's Hawk3 Accipiter cooperii x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Northern Goshawk1,2,3 Accipiter gentilis x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Northern Harrier1,2,3 Circus cyaneus x OWE, GRA, HAY, OLD

Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Sora Porzana carolina x OWE
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American Coot Fulica americana x OWA, OWE
Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis x OWE, GRA, HAY, OLD
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus x
Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus x
Greater Yellowlegs1 Tringa melanoleuca x SHO
Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius x SHO
Semi-palmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla x SHO
Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla x SHO

White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis x SHO
Dunlin Calidris alpina x SHO
Sanderling Calidris alba x SHO
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres x SHO
American Woodcock Scolopax minor x SHO
Bonaparte's Gull Larus philadelphia x OWA
Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis x OWA
Herring Gull Larus argentatus x OWA
Caspian Tern2,3 Hydroprogne caspia x OWA
Common Tern1,2,3 Sterna hirundo x OWA
Black Tern1,2,3 Chlidonias niger x OWA, OWE
Black-billed Cuckoo1 Coccyzus erythropthalmus x SWE, SUP

Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Barred Owl Strix varia x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Northern Hawk Owl Surnia ulula x OWE, GRA, HAY, OLD
Common Nighthawk Caprimulgus vociferus x DCF, GRA, HAY, OLD
Whip-poor-will1 Troglodytes aedon x DCF, GRA, HAY, OLD

Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF, RES

Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon x OWA, OWE

Red-bellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

American Three-toed 
Woodpecker2,3 Picoides dorsalis x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 

WMF

Northern Flicker1 Colaptes auratus x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Great Creasted Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Blue-headed Vireo Vireo solitarius x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata x WCF, WMF
American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos x GRAY, HAY, OLD, RES

Common Raven Corvus corax x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor x GRA, HAY, OLD
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica x GRA, HAY, RES, OLD
Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota x GRA, HAY, RES, OLD
Purple Martin Progne subis x RES

Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis x DCF, DMF, WCF, WMF

Brown Creeper Certhia americana x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

House Wren Euphagus cyanocephalus x DCF, GRA, HAY, OLD
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Marsh Wren3 Cistothorus palustris x OWE, SWE
Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes x WCF, WMF
American Robin Turdus migratorius x DCF, DMF, WCF, WMF, RES

Gray-cheeked Thrush Catharus minimus x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Veery Catharus fuscescens x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus x DCF, DMF
Swainson's Thrush2 Catharus ustulatus x WCF, WMF
European Starling Sturnus vulgaris x RES
Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum x

Nashville Warbler Vermivora ruficapilla x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Magnolia Warbler Dendroica magnolia x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Black-throated Green 
Warbler Dendroica virens x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 

WMF

Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapillus x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF

Blackburnian Warbler Dendroica fusca x MCF, MMF
Black-and-White Warbler Mniotilta varia x MCF, MMF, WCF, WMF
Black-throated Blue 
Warbler1,2 Dendroica caerulescens x MDF

Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia x OWE, SWE
Chestnut-sided Warbler Dendroica pensylvanica x SUP
Wilson's Warbler Wilsonia pusilla x SWE
Tennessee Warbler Vermivora peregrina x WCF, WMF
Northern Parula Parula americana x WCF, WMF
Bay-breasted Warbler2 Dendroica castanea x WCF, WMF
Blackpoll Warbler Dendroica striata x
American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla x SUP, SWE
Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas x SWE
Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea x MDF, MMF
Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis x DCF, WCF
White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis x DCF, DMF
Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca x RES
White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys x RES
Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina x SUP, DCF, OLD
American Tree Sparrow Spizella arborea x RES
Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus x SUP, DCF, OLD
Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia x SUP, SWE, OLD
Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana x SWE, OWE
Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus x OWE
Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater x RES

Purple Finch Carpodacus purpureus x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF, RES

Evening Grosbeak Coccothraustes vespertinus x DCF, DMF, MCF, MMF, WCF, 
WMF, RES

Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus x MDF, MMF
Pine Grosbeak Pinicola enucleator x WCF, WMF, RES
aHabitat Definitions (Brewer et al. 1991): DDF= Dry Deciduous Forest or Savanna; MDF= Mesic Deciduous Forest; WDF= Wet 
Deciduous Forest; DMF= Dry Mixed Forest or Savanna; MMF= Mesic Mixed Forest; WMF=Wet Mixed Forest; DCF=Dry Coniferous 
Forest; MCF=Mesic Coniferous Forest; WCF= Wet Coniferous Forest; SUP= Shrub Uplands; SWE= Shrub Wetland; OLD= Old Field; 
GRA= Grassland ; PAS= Pasture; HAY= Hayfield; OWE=Open Wetland; SHO= Shoreland; OWA= Open Water


