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1.

Annusl Report of the Pea Island Setionsl Wildlife

Refuge for the fiscal year 1941,

1. WILDLIFE.

The following is a complete 1ist and record of the birds

which have been noted on the Pea Island National W 1dlife Refuge

during the fiscal year 1941, Please note that we have had & few

specie whiech have not been recorded before on the records of the

refuge.

Comeon Wane-

Loon, Common

loon, Bed Throated
Grebe, Hormed

Grebe, Pied Billed
Shearwater, Audubon's
Shearwaters, Cory's
Petrel, Wilsons
Felicen, Brown
Gannet

Comorant, Double throated
Hen - 0 - Warg Bird
Heron, Grest Rlue
Egret, imericen
Egret, Snowy

Heron, L&isim

Heren, Little Blue

Humbers
Comnon
Common
Cormmon
Common
Rare
First record seen 8-23-41 for only time.
Rare

Rare
Com=on
Common
one record

Common

Common

Com-ion



Heron, Greem

Heromn, Elack crowned night

Béttern, American

Bittern, Least

Ibis, Glossy

Flamingo

Swan, Whistling

Goose, Canade

Erant, Asmerican

Gouse, sgag

Goose, Blue

Hallard

Duek, Black
Gedwell

Widgeon, S%mm

Baldpate

Pintail

Teal, Green winged

Teal, Blue winged

Shoveler

Duck, Wood

Duck, BEed-head

Duek, Ring necked

Canvass, back

Duek, Greater Scaup

Duok, Lesser Scsmup

Common

Common

Rare

Rare

Only one record
Only one reocord
Rare

Common

Common

Conmon

Rare

Rare

Conmon

Common

Hare

Common

Cormon

Common

Common

Common

Searce
Rare
Common

Comnon



Bolden-eye, American
Bufflehead

0ld Squew

Seoter, White winged
Scoter, Sur?
Scoter, American
Dueck, Ruddy
tHergenser, Hooded
Yerganser, Red-breakted
Vulture, Turkey
Yulture, Black
HBawk, Sharp shinned
Hawk, Coopers

Hewk, Rough Legged
Bagle, Bald

Hewk, Yarsh

Ssprey

Hawk, Duck

Bawk, Pigeon

Hawk, Sparrow

Rail, Clapper

Beil, Virginis

Rail, Black
Gallinule, Florida
Coot

Oyster-catcher
Plover, Piping
Plover, SemipslMated

Plover, Wilson's

Common
Common
Scarce
Common
Common
Searce
Searoe
Searce
Coummon
Scarce
Searce
Rare
Rere
Cne record 12-27-40

Common
Hare

One record B-8-41

Comnon
Comnon
Scarce
Common
Conmon

Common



Kildeear

Flover, Dlack Bélled
Turnstone, Muddy )
Snipe, Wilson's-
Curlew, Pudsonian's
Plover, Upland
Sendpiper, Spotted
Sandpiper, Solitary
#illet

Tellow-legs, Creeter
Yellow-legs, Lesser
Enot

Sendpiper, Pectoral
Sendpiper, "hite sumped
Sandpiper, Least
Sandpiper, Red-hesded
Dewitcher

3§ﬂé?i?3?, Stilt
Sandpiper, SemipslMated
Sandpiper, Western
Codwit, Marbled
Sanderlin

&vocet

$t114, Black-necked
Phalarope, Torthern
Gull Clscous

Cull, Great bleck backed
Gull, Berring

Common

Comnon

Common

Scarce

Conzaon

Bare

Cormon

Rare

Comson
fowsdsr Common
Common

Comuon

Sscrce

Scarce

Common

Common

Common

Scaree

Common

Scaree

Searce

Common

Rare (Noted 8-29-40
One record only
Scarce

Rare

Comeson

Common



Gull, Ring Billed
Gull, Laughing
Gull, Bonapart's
Tern, Cull-billed
Tern, Com=on
Tern, Roseate
Tern, Least

Tern, Royal
Tern, Cabot's
Tern, Casplan
Tern, Black
Skimmer, Black
Auk, Razor<billed
Dovekie

f}we, ﬁemiag

P
Lf“i' A

Cuekoo, ?‘e} 1««»‘&1110&

‘n

" Owl, barn

Owl, Snowy

le; Shert eared
Owl, Sawewhet

Chuck-#ill's- Widow,

¥i ht-hewk

Swift Chimmey
King-fisher, Belted
Flioker : o
VO T Y ST 1

KSapiind, Wastern
Kiag-bird, Arkmu

MIIQ#, Tree

Common

Common

Searce

Common

Common

Common

Common

Common

Searce

Scarce

Common

Common

Scarce

Senrce

Searce

Rare

Scarce

One record only
Cne record only
One record only 12-6-40 (7th sight record in state’
Cne record
Common

Common



-

Swallow, Barn :
£Yin ‘;}\”\Qf‘ Cﬁgak ,/’?me\ {P‘»Q 59

Rardiny Pl -
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..l
Lef

Crow, Fish

¥ren, Caroline

firen, Long-billed Harsh
#ren, Short billed ¥arsh
¥ockingbird

Catbirds

Robins

Thrush, Wood

¥Kinglet, Ruby crowmed
Pipet

Common

Scareon

Common

First record 7-24-40
Common

Common

Searce

fare

Searce

First record 10-24-40
Rere

Scsree

Warbler, ¥arylend Yellow Throat Scarce

Redstart

Sparrow, English
Bobolink

Headowlink
Black~bird, Red Winged
Crackle, Boat-taifled
Tanager, Summer
Bunting, Indigo
Towhee -

Sparrow, Ipspwich
Sparrow, Savannah
Sparrow, Seaside
Sperrow, Fesper
Sparrow, Lark

Juneo, slate colored

Sparrow, Fox

Eere

dare

Rere

fizmm Common
Conmon
Common

CUne record
two records
Hare

Scarce
Common
Common
Scarce

Une record

Secarce

Scarce



Sparrow, Swamp Common
Sparrow, Song = Common
Bunting, Snow Scarce

2. COMPARISON WITH FISCAL YEAR 1940. i

As compared with the fiscal year 1940 there has been af decided
dscrease in the number of waterfowl and certain specie of shorebirds
using the refuge. The most noticable decrcase has been with certain
species of mﬁartw&. Redheads were not here at all, only a few
stragzlers were geen in the vieinity of the refuge. Scaup showed up &
little better than red-head. 800 were estimated as compared with 6500
in 1940, Snow geese were estimated at 5,000 as compered with 11,000
in the year 1940. Coots decreased from 3,000 in 1940 to BOD this year.

The following birds showed an inerease in number over the

previous years

Haue 1940 1841
Caneda Geese 9,600 10,000
Slack-ducks ' 1,700 3,000
Baldpate 1,000 1,500
Bufflehead ‘ Yo record 2,500
Elue Geese 15 23
Bwan 18 28

Green winged teal, shovelers, and gadwell showed little or no

Qbmg't

The summer flight of some of the shore birds was poor, viz;
willet, curlew, and sanderling while others were sbout normal. Of these

spscies naned above the flight was about 30 to 407 of the 1940 flight.
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The spring €light of most species has been very good,
particularfily with red backed, least end semipalmated sandpipers,
also ruddy trunstones and semipalmeated plovers and no great change

was noticed.,

The wading birds have remained ebout the ssme in number as

last year.

Eagles and duck-hawks probstbly have shown en inerease over last

year.

Some of the marsh birds, vie: i{ieriﬂa ga#ainules end sors were not

as plentiful as they were in 1940, A

The Gull and Tern population remain unchanged.

&

2B WESTING.,
Fewerg waterfowl have used the refuge for nesting this year
then in the spring of 1940, Species nesting is the seame as last
vear viz: black duck, gadwell, esnd blue winged teal. This is the first year
I hkve Tound black crowned night hercn and the green heron nesting
on the refuge. About 30 black crowned night heron neat and one preen

heron nest wes located on the refuge,

The number of gulls and terns nesting with the exception of royal
terns, chowed no change from lest year. This year possible 16 to 18
royal terns have nested here in comparison to 900 in the year 13940,

20 Animals.

Although muskrate are inercasing in mumbers in the fresh water
impoundment, they have not as yet become numerous. Otters are also showing
signs of inoreasing but remain ecarce.

A fer rabbits are found on the refuge and show signs of increasing.



I find thet a few common house cats are still on the
refuge. I belleve that these cals are being plsced on the refuge
by trevelers passing through the area or are strays from the U.3,.
Coast Cuard Stations, These cats are being ersdicated when ever
found.

A total of 3,000 diamond backed terrapins wers placed in

the fresh water impomndment areas during the yesr.

2D Bird Discsses.

The number of cansde geese dying due to parasidtes is aboul the
same as last year and ysares before. Fossibly 300 to 400 birds ha ve
\hesn unable to get ewsy from the refuge due to an unhsalthy condition.

This year some sf the birds were picked up and cared for. About
78% of thosec found and pleked up survived and became healthy birds.
This project wa: carried on s an experiment, which I believe tc have

proved to be ¢f interest.
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3 WATER CONDITIOES ON THE REFUGE.

This had been 2z very unfavorable year for water impoundment
on the refuge due to s lack of rain. The water was noted to be
very low during the months of July and “ugust 1540 and ¥ay through
June 1941. This lack of rainfall has caused guite a decrease in the
smount of aquatic plents saSEssgs on the fresh water areas of the refuge.
The only remaining water in the impoundment éari.ng the above months
wes in the barkpits from the mesting islands which were thrown up by

the drag-line and from the dyke.

The ares ocutside of the fresh water impomndment is fed from tides
of the sound end is not dependent upon rainfall., A4s a result this area

2id not suffer to sufh a great extent from drought conditions.

4, OUTSTANDING IMPROVEMENTS MADE DURIBG THE YEAR 1941.

The development of the refuge as a whole is being carried out
by Civilien Conservation Corps labor under Camp FW3-2,HC,, Hanteo,

¥orth “arolina.

The wérk consist of arection of s seocond dyke by the drag-line,
erection of send fences, colleetion of grass seed, protsction of aress
of Spartinis Alterniflors by wire snd string nets, removal of undesirsble
plants from the fresh water impoundment and other areas on the refuge,
construction of one temporary over-night cabin, repair to Sand Ridge Lodge
for use @5 & side camp. This building will servéf for a cabin to be used

by parties studying wildlife management ete after the camp has been disbanded.

T
Lykes. During the year &« total of 124,193 &yds were throwa up in
the second dyke. This structure is at present to the point where it makes it's

sastern turn towmerds the sand Tsnce.



Sand Fences. During the vear a total of 1,873 eods sand
fence were erected. This includes latteral fences ss well as
lineal rods completsd. e fq\fGA/S
Sheet Erosion Plantins. A total of 60 scres ammophlisgwas

planted on the dykes and sand fences. This alse ineludes a portion
of the planting at the base of the sand fence for protection of the
fence ¥rom prevailing winds.

Water Control Structure. Work onm the water control zate

in the second dyke was begun, but not Pinished in the fiscel year,

Trese Planting. Two acrss of trees were planted on the refuge.

This work consisted cof plantinz 3,546 nyrtle aliong the tos of the
sscond dyke snd shrubs alomg the base of the dyke in areas not covered

by mlgc
Saeéigg«ar Sodding. A total of 19 seres of isnd was seeded

with spartinia alterniflora.

Cutting cat-tails. A total of 60 scres cat-talls were removed

from fresh water impoundment an? other areecs on the refuge.

Protection nets . Bight 1/4 acre plots were covered with wire and

string nets to protect the ares Crom wildfowl for seed stock. These nets
were hishly succeseful in their nurpose.

Seed Collection. The following deed were collected during the

yeer:

Strophostyles helvola - 437 lbs
o umbellata - 34 lbs
3partinis alterniflora - 20 lbs
cirpus smericsnus - 26 lbs
Bohinoohdoa orusralli - 12 1bs

%

Zhe above was used at this and other refuges throughout the region.



5. VIDLATIONS AND DISPOSAL OF CASES.

Only one case of law violations has been placed om record

during the fiscal year.

The case of Welton Hidgett, Y.5. Cosst Cuardsmen, whe was
apprehended on January 11, 1941 while hunting weterfowl on the Pes
Island Waetional Wildlife Refuge, was tried in U.3. Federal Court on Yarch 24
at Elizabeth City, North Carclins before Judge I. #. Meekins.
Hidgett was convicted of the wharpe of hunting waterfowl in close season.
Judge leeking deferred pessing of sentence until the next term of Federal

Court.

6. PUBLIC RELATIONS.

The refuge is being used more every year by students and others

interested in a study of ¥irds and wildlife.

7. Bird E&ndi@g

During the fiscel year & %totel of one thosend and four birds

were banded on the Pea Island Yational Fildlife Refuge.



