Winter Field Trip Reminders

During the winter field trip season, every moment is an adventure for a student who may be experiencing the first
snow of the season or putting on snowshoes for the first time. It is easy to forget that they are still following
“naturalist rules.” Here are a few tips to keep your field trip focused on learning:

e Come to the refuge with students already wearing name tags and assigned to a small group with an adult
leader.

e Leave snow on the ground. Nothing takes away from a good teaching moment like a snowball fight.
e Once students have on their snowshoes, remind them to wait patiently and quietly.
¢ Remind students to walk only on snow with the snowshoes (not on shoveled areas).

e Help us avoid spreading cold and flu germs from class to class. Wipe tables and chairs with disinfectant,
sweep the floor and make sure all trash and recyclables are disposed of properly.

Please remind adults to turn their electronics off during the field trip.

Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge

Bloomington Education and Visitor Center Rapids Lake Education and Visitor Center

3815 American Blvd. East 15865 Rapids Lake Road
Bloomington, MN 55425 Carver, MN 55315
952-854-5900 952-361-4500

Help Us Fill the Refuge Borrowing Closet

so ALL students can comfortably and safely explore the refuge during winter field trips.

Donate new or gently used hats, mittens, coats, snow pants, and snow boots at the Rapids
Lake Education and Visitor Center (Monday — Friday from 10:00 am — 4:00 pm) or your
school office.

Or write a check to Refuge Friends, Inc., mark “borrowing
closet” in the memo line and mail to:

Steven Sutter, President
Refuge Friends, Inc.

3815 American Blvd. East
Bloomington, MN 55425
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A Special Visitor from Washington

This fall, Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell visited the Refuge to learn more about
the programs offered at Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge as part of a new
Urban Refuge Initiative. During her visit she collected seeds with 2nd grade students
from Lake Nokomis Community School. “We are going to use the nation’s best natural
classrooms—our public lands—to provide educational opportunities to at least 10
million of the nation’s K through 12 students annually,” Secretary Jewell emphasized
during her address to local citizens and the press. To see the video clip of Secretary
Jewell’s visit go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wxpu4gn7eAc.

2014 Art Show: Minnesota Wildlife

This year’s theme for the Partner School Student Art Show is Minnesota Wildlife! Art
teachers from Jackson, Lake Nokomis and Vista View Elementary have agreed to
channel their students’ creativity into the creation of a mural. Each school will select
their own medium and interpretation of the art show theme. The student murals will
be on display at the Bloomington Education and Visitor Center Art Gallery from June 3
- June 29. All participating students and their families are invited to an Artist’s

reception on June 7 from 10:00 - 11:30 am. More information will be available in May.
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Students Say the Funniest Things!

The old saying goes, “A picture speaks a thousand words.” At the refuge, we try to
use our pictures to do just that. However, we’re only telling half of the story when
we don’t share the quotes that go along with the photos.

If you have some pictures or funny student quotes you would like to submit for
refuge use, please email them to Chelsi at chelsi_hornbaker@fws.gov.

n.

"Shhhhh...we are observating!"

"This is a seeds paradise!" "Yellow snow! It must be lemon
Kindergartener 2nd grader flavored."
Vista View Elementary Lake Nokomis 3rd grader

Community School Vista View Elementary

Nature...In a Nutshell?

What if you had access to your A minimum of 20 educators is
own, personal naturalist to needed to schedule a

discover the nature right outside workshop. Dates and times are
your classroom door, or at a flexible. Refuge staff can

nearby park or nature area?

Well you do and it is FREE!
Refuge staff can help design a

provide topic suggestions if
needed after previewing your
site.

ninety minute workshop just Priority is currently being given
right for you and your teaching  to requests from Partner
team. Schools and registered Partner

Free lesson ideas, worksheets, ~ 1eachers.

and resource materials are
included in each workshop.

PARTNER SCHOOLS
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2014 Educator Workshop Calendar

Project WILD for Boy Scout Leaders

Saturday, April 5 from 9:00 - 4:00 @ the Bloomington
Education and Visitor Center

To register contact: Jan Welsh @jan.welsh@state.mn.us

Growing Up Wild! (Pre-K through 2nd Grade
Focus)

Wednesday, June 25, 10 am - 2 pm @ the Rapids Lake
Education and Visitor Center

To register contact Laura Bonneau @ laura_bonneau@fws.gov.

Conservation Education in a Changing Climate!
Saturday, April 12 from 10:00-4:00 @ the Bloomington Education and Visitor Center
To register go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ClimateChange2014

Nature Drawing and Journaling
Sat., Apr. 27,9 a.m.=5 p.m. & Sun., Apr. 28, 10 a.m.—2 p.m.@ the Bloomington Education and Visitor Center
To register contact: Hamline University at 651-523-3000.

Environmental Education Cohort
Sponsored by Jeffers Foundation and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

You are invited to join a dedicated group of elementary educators focused on integrating and embedding
environmental education and outdoor instruction into everyday school instruction. Join us for one
Saturday morning workshop or as many as you can! 3 CEU credits are available for each session.

Sessions are the first Saturday each month from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. February—May at Minnesota Valley
National Wildlife Refuge in the Bloomington Education and Visitor Center. To register go to http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/EECohort2014

e February 1: Quick and simple ways to integrate EE (Receive the EcoTime Cards and CD)
e March 1: The Nature of Math — Teach Math within the context of the Environment

e April 5: Reading and Writing with the Environment in Mind

e May 3: More Tips and Tricks for Outdoor Instruction

“I have really enjoyed the training opportunities provided by the specialists at Rapids Lake Education Center. Their
shared enthusiasm and expertise means they can share a wealth of information in a short amount of time. By the
time my colleagues and | finished the training session we had everything we needed to teach the lessons with
confidence. The science curriculum is multi-dimensional, hands-on and easy to adapt to any group of students and,
with cut-backs and scarcity affecting the classroom, it is a pleasure for our students to be surrounded with a
science-rich environment. Best of all, we’ve seen students who struggle in the classroom become leaders

here. Our students love this program and so do we! “Gaye Guyton, Gifted Services 1% Grade
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