U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge

Welcome to Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge

Rising above the plains of Oklahoma, the Wichita Mountains are a testament to the
strength of ancient granite mountains. This unconquerable stone defeated the plow
protecting one of the last remnants of the mixed grass prairie and providing habitat
for bison, elk, white-tailed deer, and a variety of other mammals, birds, reptiles,
amphibians, and fish. From birding and biking, to hiking and hunting, the diversity of
the landscape within the Public Use Area presents ample opportunities for recreation.

Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge is part of a vast National Wildlife Refuge System
administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to conserve and protect wildlife

and habitat for the American public. Established in 1901, Wichita Mountains is one of
the oldest, most prestigious national wildlife refuges in America. Encompassing 59,020
acres (about 90 square miles), the refuge manages 22,400 acres for public use and 8,570
acres of Wilderness. Wichita Mountains and all refuges across the country are closed to
all uses unless specifically permitted. Help protect your public lands and this priceless
ecological treasure by following established rules and regulations.

Hiking, Bicycling, Picnicking, and Camping
» Hiking and picnicking are limited to daylight hours.
*  Group size limitations are listed as follows:

» 8 people or less on the Mt. Scott Roadway:.

» 15 people or less in the Charon’s Garden Wilderness Area.

» 30 people or less in Dog Run Hollow/Lost Lake/Boulder area.
e There is no group size limit east of SH 115 except for the Mt. Scott Roadway.
e Camping is allowed only in designated areas and by reservation only via
Recreation.gov.
Fires are allowed only in provided fire rings and grills of picnic/camping areas.
Fires must be attended at all times and completely extinguished before leaving.
Dead, downed wood may be gathered (no saws) for use only in designated areas.
Dispose of trash in appropriate receptacles; littering is prohibited.

Fishing and Boating

* Fishing is permitted in accordance with state and federal regulations on all refuge
lakes and streams in the public use area (see map).

* Fish may be taken only with poles and lines or rods and reels.

* Anglers may use tube-type floaters, life jackets, or buoyant vests.

e Wading is permitted when fishing; swimming and snorkeling are prohibited.

* Taking bait, frogs, or turtles from the refuge is prohibited.

* Fishing piers are available near the Environmental Education Center and
Lake Elmer Thomas.

*  Non-motorized boats, paddleboards, and boats less than 14’ with electric trolling
motors are permitted only on Jed Johnson, Rush, Quanah Parker, and French
Lakes.

*  Operators of motorized boats must use designated boat ramps.

*  Motorized boats and sailboats are permitted on Lake Elmer Thomas, but there is a
no-wake rule across the entire surface of the lake.

* No fishing from roadway bridges.

General Regulations

* Observe posted speed limits, signs, and state traffic laws.

*  Motorized vehicles are allowed only on paved roads and parking areas, and in
hardened, dirt pullouts and parking lots.

* Parking on the grass is prohibited; violators may be towed.

* Parking in the roadway or obstructing traffic is prohibited.

Unless fishing, all parking areas, pullouts, refuge side roads, and trailheads close

sunset tq sunrise. Main roads remain open for travel at any time; thru traffic only.

Night time activities other than fishing are prohibited without a special use permit.

Pets must be under direct control on a leash less than 10 feet long at all times.

Pets must be provided sufficient resources, care and protection from the environment

to maintain their health when visiting the refuge. Do not leave pets unattended in

vehicles or abandon pets on the refuge.

* The use of horses and other domesticated livestock on the refuge is prohibited.

Bicycles are allowed only on paved roads, the Mt. Scott Service Road, the Lake
Elmer Thomas Service Road, and the LETRA Trail.

Alcoholic beverages, drugs, and drug paraphernalia are prohibited.

Fireworks are prohibited.

ATVs and UTVs are prohibited.

Drones, remote controlled aireraft, and unmanned aerial vehicles are prohibited.
Using skates, skateboards, longboards, luge boards, and other similar devices

is prohibited.

The installation, replacement, or removal of climbing anchors/bolts is prohibited.
Rock sports are allowed throughout the Public Use Area during daylight hours, with
the notable exception of a prohibition against rappelling in the Narrows.

All caves, sinkholes, tunnels, and mines are closed to access to prevent the spread of
White-nose syndrome.

The operation or use of audio devices including radios or other noise devices, so as
to cause disturbance of wildlife or unreasonable disturbance to others in the vicinity,
is prohibited.

Collection of plants, rocks, animals, minerals, bones, and antlers is prohibited.

Use of metal detectors or any activities that involve searching for, collecting or
disturbing artifacts or treasures is prohibited.

Special Use Permits are required for all special events and commercial activities,
including but not limited to: night time activities, guided tours, filming, commercial
photography, scuba diving instruction, fishing tournaments, and rock climbing classes.
Persons possessing, transporting, or carrying firearms on national wildlife refuges
must comply with all provisions of state and local laws. Persons may only use
(discharge) firearms in accordance with refuge regulations (50 CFR 27.42 and
specific refuge regulations in 50 CFR Part 32).

Individuals participating in hunting and fishing activities or who have a special

use permit for collection on the refuge are subject to inspection of all harvested
resources, licenses, permits, vehicles, containers, packs, bags, etc., that are used in
support of these permitted activities.

Hunting is permitted only in accordance with state and refuge regulations as listed
in the Hunting Tear Sheet.




WICHI TA Ma UN TA INS Trail Information Distance Difficulty
e e _I No. Name One-way Rating _
! WIL DL IFE REFUGE 1. Jed Johnson Tower 0.5 miles Easy \KAV'Ch'ta.
! : 2. EE Center 0.1 miles Easy (accessible) Wif;“ufgazmgi /
! - t | 3 Quanah Parker Lake 0.4 miles Easy M 0
. | ' ' eers OKC
| Indiahoma, Oklahoma L | s Little Baldy Trail 0.8 mile Moderate
! ' 5. Osage Lake 0.6 miles Easy
! L< 6. Burford Lake 0.5 miles Easy
i 1. Narrows 0.8 miles Moderate Medicine
i 8. Kite Trail 1.1 miles Easy @ Park
i 9, Bison Trail 6.0 miles Easy
i 10. Longhorn Trail 1.5 mile Easy 4 Tl
i 1. ElkTrail 0.7 miles Easy Indiahoma
| P i i To
R ! 12. LETRA Trail 1.0 miles Easy (accessible) Wichite Falls
!' |
!--—' e
| = (1)
T — To
| . i Meers § 1 Lake
| Special Use Area = |Temm———= | Lawtonks
B (Authorized Activities Only) L .
----- = edar ~ |
l a n i--—.
L. Mt. |
| /7 Haly Scott
[ o Rush Cit - £
Lk Prairie e 1“\ = ! 51 0> _: To
J!m Dog Town ' ) Medicine Park
'r w Fzzrlzceh Jed Johnson (o } =7 EL/%(; 1]'(
pe== arons Gard n Doris Env. Ed. Lake ST e "~ N §f Thomas  Lake Elmer Thomas
' \ |Iderness - 9" =N [,35 D Campgroun Center YA /4 If/?iﬁ[tgw/ REC“?EE'?EZ')AW@‘
! % am ‘9 Jioty Run . Lake Sk L/ Reservation
L e N O | [ Wilderness Area
e A 0 1 — .
ake Lake 3 Quanan el |____| Public Use Area
rater
/\ } Lak Lak Administrative Office
To \’3 X | Visitor Center
Indiahoma older / Doris Public Campground
Trﬁsts)ucrsr;aske l ) é ) \ AN ./ Fawn Creek Campground (by reservation)
For More Information Contact (No Trespassing) Fort Sill ?’ Picnic Area
ichi i ildlif 1] . p . .
g%é;igl\g %121;31;1;3\;&381 e Refuge M|I|tary { __/ Boulder Cabin (by reservation)
égg}zggrggz 2C)klahoma 73552 Reservation To Environmental Education Center
fa—— Cache R -
580/429-9323 Fax . ] i~ Trails (Numbers correspond to chart)
www.fws.gov/refuge/Wichita Mountains/ jv‘ 0 05 1 2 Miles @ L P
Report Refuge Violations: 1-844-397-8477 RS N T T T I T I Administrative Roads

July 2020



