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A waterbird/raptor survey was conducted on September 28-29, 2016 by Student Conservation 
Association Intern Katharine Cody and Refuge Wildlife Biologist Howard Browers recording 44 species.  
Wetland water conditions were mostly good after a hot, dry summer.  More water from the Bear River 
became available to the refuge during the past week due to recent rains and the irrigation season winding 
down which enabled us to accelerate filling of some units.  The river has since gone down significantly.   
A few units are still low or dry as these units had to be drawn down for management actions.  Waterfowl 
numbers were somewhat low.  Abundant summer shorebirds and waterbirds such as American avocet, 
Black-necked stilt, Forster’s tern, Franklin’s gull, and White-faced ibis have mostly left the refuge.  
Highlights included the sightings of 3 Peregrine falcons and 1 Prairie falcon. 
 
Canada goose    429 
Mallard      4,015 
Northern pintail    7,352 
American green-winged teal  2,651 
Cinnamon teal    1,118 
Northern shoveler    3,992 
Gadwall    5,581 
American wigeon   8,575 
Canvasback    1,493 
Redhead    170 
Ring-necked duck   10 
Ruddy duck    8,447 
Unknown ducks    4,274 
Pied-billed grebe    13 
Eared grebe    45 
Western grebe    81 
Clark’s grebe    31 
American white pelican   471 
Double-crested cormorant  99 
Great blue heron    59 
Great egret    18 
Snowy egret    106 
Black-crowned night heron  40 

White-faced ibis    32 
Killdeer     45 
American avocet   139 
Spotted sandpiper   2 
Greater yellowlegs   9 
Long-billed curlew   2 
Marbled godwit    24 
Long-billed dowitcher   1,640 
Franklin’s gull    167 
Ring-billed gull    2,323 
California gull    1 
Caspian tern     2 
Virginia rail    4 
American coot    8,072 
Sandhill crane    19 
Turkey vulture    5 
Northern harrier    25 
Red-tailed hawk    1 
Peregrine falcon   3 
Prairie falcon    1 
Short-eared owl    2 
Loggerhead shrike   1 

    
  
 


