
Wyoming Endangered Species Quiz
Bonus Round

What’s In A Name?

Binomial nomenclature is a formal system of naming species of living things and is largely derived from Latin and Greek 
words. The first part of the name identifies the genus to which the species belongs; the second part identifies the species 
within the genus. The formal introduction of this system of naming species is credited to Swedish natural scientist Carl 
Linnaeus. The scientific name often reflects limited knowledge or hearsay about a species at the time it was named. 

Although Latin is now largely unused except by classical scholars, or for certain purposes in science, medicine and 
religion, Latin can still be found in scientific names. While the Latin names do not always correspond to current English 
common names, they are often related. 

Here is your chance to be a linguistics detective. Look at the scientific names listed next to each animal or plant on the 
Wyoming Endangered Species Quiz Answer Sheet and answer the following questions:
 

 � Leucos is a Greek word for white. Why might a bald eagle have this in its name?

 � Xanthos is Greek for yellow. Why does it appear in the name of the threatened plant on the endangered species quiz?

 � Can you guess the English translation of the Greek word cephale / cephalo? It appears in the scientific name of both the 
bald eagle and the Desert Yellowhead.

 � What part of the Kendall Warm Springs dace’s name indicates the fish lives in a warm springs location? 

 � What part of the Grizzly bear’s name makes you wonder if it refers to the animal’s grizzled coloring or people’s reaction 
to the bear’s aggressive behavior?

Acutus: Latin for sharpened or pointed

American Crocodile = Crocodylus acutus Mephitis: Latin for bad odor

Striped skunk =  Mephitis mephitis


