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Chapter 1:  Introduction and Background 

The Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish 

Refuge (refuge) was established by an Act of Congress 

in 1924 for the purposes of providing a refuge and 

breeding place for migratory birds, fish, fur-bearing 

animals, other wildlife, and plants.  The refuge 

encompasses approximately 240,000 acres in four 

states (Iowa, Illinois, Minnesota, and Wisconsin) in a 

more-or-less continuous stretch of 261 river-miles of 

Mississippi River floodplain from near Wabasha, 

Minnesota to near Rock Island, Illinois. 

   The refuge is divided into four districts for 

management, administrative, and public service 

effectiveness and efficiency.  The refuge is also divided 

geographically by river pools that correspond with the 

navigation pools created by the series of locks and dams 

on the Upper Mississippi River.  The Winona District 

administers Pools 4-6, the La Crosse District administers 

Pools 7-8, the McGregor District administers Pools 9-11, 

and the Savanna District administers Pools 12-14.  The 

refuge has an overall headquarters office that provides 

support to the districts. 

   Furbearing trapping on the refuge has a long-standing 

tradition with regulated trapping occurring within its 

boundaries since 1929.  Regulated furbearer trapping is 

considered a compatible use on the refuge as it 

contributes to the goals of the refuge’s furbearer 

management program.  These goals include sustaining 

healthy furbearer populations and their habitats 

through a science-based harvest program; safeguarding 

refuge infrastructure critical to habitat for fish and 

wildlife; and continuing the traditional recreational use 

of refuge resources while meeting the purposes of the 

refuge and the mission of the refuge system.  The 

current/existing refuge furbearer management plan 

(completed in 2007) which includes the Compatibility 

Determination can be found on the refuge’s website at 

http://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/FurbearerPlanFinal_

Oct31(1).pdf 

   Trapping is classified as a commercial activity on the 

refuge and is administered through the issuance of 

special use permits to state-licensed individuals.   

Refuge trappers are issued 40 refuge trap tags, limiting 

trappers to setting/tending a maximum of 40 traps per 

day.  Each refuge trap tag must be securely attached to 

each trap that is set on the refuge.  Refuge trap tags are 

not species specific, and can be used on any legal trap 

to target any authorized furbearing animal.  Trappers 

may take furbearers on the refuge using traps allowed 

following state trapping regulations, except that the use 

of snares/cable-restraints and multiple-catch/colony 

traps are prohibited on the refuge.  The refuge has 

other restrictions regarding tending traps, set types, use 

of vegetation, disturbance, etc. that appear in the 

special conditions attached to the trapping special use 

permit (Appendix A). 

   Furbearer trapping is allowed throughout most of the 

refuge, however, no trapping is allowed in Waterfowl 

Hunting Closed Areas, Sanctuaries, and Administrative 

No Hunting Zones until 9:00 a.m. the day after the last 

day of the regular state duck hunting season.  The 

closed area restriction reduces the extent of 

disturbance to waterfowl by human activities during the 

hunting season, thus enhancing the ability of the refuge 

to provide secure resting and feeding areas for 

migrating waterfowl.  The refuge does have locations 

where trapping is prohibited.  These include areas 

adjacent to district office/maintenance facilities, 

hiking/biking trails with high public use, and areas 

where public entry is prohibited due to hazards such as 

environmental contaminants and unexploded ordinance 

(i.e. the Lost Mound Unit of the Savanna District which 

occupies a decommissioned military depot). 

   The opening dates of trapping seasons, trapping 

methods, and other regulations generally follow those 

established by each of the four states in which the 

refuge occurs, with a few exceptions.  No trapping is 

allowed on the refuge before the muskrat trapping 

season opens.  The final day of trapping on the refuge is 

no later than March 15.  There is variability among 

states in regards to season length (trapping for some 

species are continuously open, others have established 

dates), trapping zones, and species open to trapping.   

Refuge trapping season dates for muskrat, mink, 

raccoon, beaver, and river otter are located in Appendix 

C, tables 1-5. 
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   Factors affecting furbearer harvest on the refuge 

include length of trapping seasons, population size, fur 

pelt prices (Appendix E, tables 12-15), weather 

conditions, habitat changes, extent of aquatic 

vegetation coverage, and trapping effort.   Most 

furbearer trapping targets the following species:  

muskrat, mink, raccoon, beaver.  Other species taken 

include river otter, opossum, coyote, skunk, and red fox.  

The vast majority of trapping occurs within wetland 

habitats. 

   In this report 20 years of data is provided for the 

refuge’s furbearer management program, representing 

trapping activities conducted each year from the 

1996/1997 trapping season through the 2015/16 

trapping season.  Throughout this report this time 

period will be referred to as the “20-year period of 

record”. 
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Chapter 2:  Methods 

   Beginning in October of each year and continuing 

through the refuge trapping season, the four district 

offices issue trapping special use permits to trappers 

interested in trapping on the refuge.  The trapper must 

apply in person at the district office and present their 

valid state trapping license to the refuge staff 

administering the trapping special use permit.  The 

district office verifies that the trapper is eligible, has no 

previous trapping or other refuge violations that 

prohibit receiving a trapping special use permit, and 

collect the appropriate administration fee.  The fee has 

changed during this 20-year period of record.  From 

1996-1999 the fee was $15.00 for all trappers, 

increasing to $20.00 for all trappers from 2000-2007, 

and then following the implementation of the refuge’s 

Furbearer Management Plan the fee was increased to 

$30.00 for adults and $5.00 for youth under the age of 

18 from 2008-2015.   

   Refuge trappers receive the signed trapping special 

use permit that must be carried with them at all times 

while actively trapping on the refuge.  The refuge 

trapper receives 40 trap tags that are specifically 

stamped with the corresponding refuge trapping permit 

number.  The district office reviews the specific refuge 

trapping restrictions and regulations outlined in the 

special conditions with the trapper.  Refuge trappers 

are reminded verbally and in writing that the 

submission of the refuge fur catch report is mandatory.   

In addition to the reminders that the refuge district staff 

gives to the trappers upon issuance of the trapping 

special use permit, the refuge headquarters office sends 

a postcard reminder on April 1st to those trappers that 

have failed to submit a fur catch report.   Failure to 

submit a fur catch report by April 15th following the 

refuge trapping season is sufficient means to revoke 

trapping privileges in the subsequent trapping season.   

All fur catch reports are sent by mail directly to the 

refuge headquarters biologist.  These reports provide 

data on the number and distribution of furbearers 

harvested, distribution of trappers, and rudimentary 

catch per unit effort (efficiency) estimates on the refuge 

(Appendix B).  Data from individual fur catch reports are 

summarized into annual refuge furharvest reports and 

into this comprehensive 20-year report.    

   Some trappers who obtain permits do not actively 

trap during the trapping season for various reasons.  

The refuge harvest data tables and graphs included in 

this report are based upon active trapper’s fur catch 

reports (self-reported).   Active trappers are defined as 

those who trap at least one day per season.   

   Furbearer pelt prices often dictate which specific 

furbearers trappers tend to target each trapping 

season.  Pelt prices are mainly driven by demand from 

foreign countries/markets.  Many factors including 

economic conditions, monetary exchange rates, and the 

severity of winters in countries overseas contribute to 

volatile changes in furbearer pelt prices.  Each state 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) collects 

furbearer harvest information and average prices paid 

for furbearers from the state-licensed furbuyers in their 

respective state.  Annual state Fur Harvest Survey/Fur 

Buyers reports summarize the results from the surveys 

of the state-licensed furbuyers.  These reports were 

used to calculate the four state average of the pelt 

prices listed in this report.  All graphs depicting average 

fur pelt prices in this report use the composite four 

state average fur pelt price.  The average fur pelt prices 

for muskrat, mink, raccoon, and beaver for each state 

are located in Appendix E, tables 12-15. 
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Chapter 3:  Trapping Effort 

   The refuge has issued an average of 335 trapping 

special use permits per trapping season during the 20-

year period of record.  The most recent 2015-16 

trapping season had the lowest number of permits 

issued (202) since the mid 1940’s.  The average number 

of active trappers on the refuge per trapping season 

was 277 trappers (or 83% of the trappers issued refuge 

permits) during the 20-year period of record (Figure 1).   

State and district specific information on the number of 

permits issued and the number of active trappers are 

located in Appendix D, tables 6–11.  Roughly one half 

(49%) of the active trappers are from Wisconsin, 23% 

from Iowa, 17% from Minnesota, and 11% from Illinois 

(Figure 2).  The average number of traps used per day 

per active trapper was 28 and the average number of 

days trapped per active trapper was 21 during the 20-

year period of record (Figure 3). 

 

Figure 1.  Number of trapping special use permits issued and number of active trappers on the refuge during the 20-

year period of record.  Active trappers are defined as those who trap at least one day per season. 

 

Figure 2.  Percentage of active trappers on the refuge from each state during the 20-year period of record.  Active 

trappers are defined as those who trap at least one day per season. 
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Figure 3.  Average number of days trapped and average number of traps used per day on the refuge by active trappers 

during the 20-year period of record.  Active trappers are defined as those who trap at least one day per season.  

Information on the number of traps used per trapper was not collected until the 1998-99 trapping season. 
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Chapter 4:  Furbearer Harvest 

  4.1:  Muskrat Harvest 

   The average length of the refuge muskrat trapping 

season by state/zone ranged from 79 to 122 days during 

the 20-year period of record (Figure 4).  Refuge muskrat  

trapping season dates by state/zone are located in 

Appendix C, table 1.  The average muskrat pelt 

prices/trapping season ranged from $1.44 to $8.95 

during the 20-year period of record (Figure 5).  The 

average muskrat pelt prices for each state are located in 

Appendix E, table 12.   

 

Figure 4.  Average season length (days) of muskrat trapping seasons on the refuge by state and zone.  MZ = Mississippi 

River Zone, SZ = Southern Zone.  

 

Figure 5.  Average muskrat pelt prices (calculated from state Fur Harvest Survey/Fur Buyers reports) during the 20-

year period of record.  Data for the 2015-16 trapping season was not available at the time this report was completed. 
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   The muskrat harvest on the refuge ranged from 

17,910 to 104,179 per trapping season with an average 

muskrat harvest of 39,349 per trapping season during 

the 20-year period of record (Figure 6).  The average 

muskrat harvest has been greatest in Wisconsin (58%), 

followed by Minnesota (18%), Iowa (16%), and Illinois 

(8%) during the 20-year period of record (Figure 7 and 

Appendix F, table 16).  The average muskrat harvest has  

been greatest in the McGregor District (13,285), 

followed by the La Crosse District (12,756), Winona 

District (8,282) and Savanna District (5,026) during the 

20-year period of record.  The average muskrat harvest 

was greatest in Pools 9 (7,616), 8 (7,432), and 7 (5,324) 

(Figure 8).  District specific muskrat harvest numbers by 

pool and by state are located in the Appendix F, tables 

17-20. 

Figure 6.  Muskrat harvest on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur 

catch reports.  

 

Figure 7.  Percentage of the average number of muskrats harvested by state on the refuge during the 20-year period 

of record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 
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Figure 8.  Percentage of the average number of muskrats harvested by pool on the refuge during the 20-year period of 

record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

 

 

   The average number of muskrats caught on the refuge 

per trap night was 0.25 (among trappers who appeared 

to be targeting muskrats and not other furbearers).  The 

average muskrats caught per trap night by pool ranged  

from 0.18 (Pools 6 and 13) to 0.39 (Pool 4) during the 

1998-99 to 2015-16 trapping seasons (Figure 9 and 

Appendix F, table 21).  

 

Figure 9.  Average muskrat trapped per trap night by pool on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as 

reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports.  Information on the number of traps used per trapper was not 

collected until the 1998-99 trapping season. 
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 4.2:  Mink Harvest 

   The average length of the refuge mink trapping 
season by state/zone ranged from 79 to 122 days during 
the 20-year period of record (Figure 10).  Refuge mink 
trapping season dates by state/zone are located in 

Appendix C, table 2.  The average mink pelt 
prices/trapping season ranged from $8.34 to $17.55 
during the 20-year period of record (Figure 11).  The 
average mink pelt prices for each state are located in 
Appendix E, table 13.   

 

Figure 10.  Average season length (days) of mink trapping seasons on the refuge by state and zone.  MZ = Mississippi 

River Zone, SZ = Southern Zone. 

 

Figure 11.  Average mink pelt prices (calculated from state Fur Harvest Survey/Fur Buyers reports) during the 20-year 

period of record.  Data for the 2015-16 trapping season was not available at the time this report was completed. 
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   The mink harvest on the refuge ranged from 138 to 

773 per trapping season with an average mink harvest 

of 341 per trapping season during the 20-year period of 

record (Figure 12).  The average mink harvest has been 

greatest in Wisconsin (55%), followed by Minnesota 

(21%), Iowa (19%), and Illinois (5%) during the 20-year 

period of record (Figure 13 and Appendix G, table 22).  

The average mink harvest has been greatest in the 

McGregor District (119), followed by the La Crosse 

District (106), Winona District (76) and Savanna District 

(40) during the 20-year period of record.  The average 

mink harvest was greatest in Pools 9 (83), 8 (78), and 5A 

(32) (Figure 14).  District specific mink harvest numbers 

by pool and by state are located in the Appendix G, 

tables 23-26. 

 

Figure 12.  Mink harvest on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur 

catch reports.  

 

Figure 13.  Percentage of the average number of mink harvested by state on the refuge during the 20-year period of 

record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports.   
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Figure 14.  Percentage of the average number of mink harvested by pool on the refuge during the 20-year period of 

record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 
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 4.3:  Raccoon Harvest 

   The average length of the refuge raccoon trapping 

season by state/zone ranged from 74 to 137 days during 

the 20-year period of record (Figure 15).  Refuge 

raccoon trapping season dates by state/zone are  

located in Appendix C, table 3.  The average raccoon 

pelt prices/trapping season ranged from $5.80 to 

$15.23 during the 20-year period of record (Figure 16).  

The average raccoon pelt prices for each state are 

located in Appendix E, table 14.   

 

Figure 15.  Average season length (days) of raccoon trapping seasons on the refuge by state and zone.  MZ = 

Mississippi River Zone, SZ = Southern Zone. 

 

Figure 16.  Average raccoon pelt prices (calculated from state Fur Harvest Survey/Fur Buyers reports) during the 20-

year period of record.  Data for the 2015-16 trapping season was not available at the time this report was completed. 
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   The raccoon harvest on the refuge ranged from 402 to 

2,243 per trapping season with an average raccoon 

harvest of 1,372 per trapping season during the 20-year 

period of record (Figure 17).  The average raccoon 

harvest has been greatest in Iowa (44%), followed by 

Wisconsin (23%), Illinois (23%), and Minnesota (10%) 

during the 20-year period of record (Figure 18 and 

Appendix H, table 27).  The average raccoon harvest has  

been greatest in the Savanna District (650), followed by 

the McGregor District (411), La Crosse District (178) and 

Winona District (133) during the 20-year period of 

record.  The average raccoon harvest was greatest in 

Pools 13 (349), 14 (158), and 9 (148) (Figure 19).  

District specific raccoon harvest numbers by pool and 

by state are located in the Appendix H, tables 28-31. 

 

Figure 17.  Raccoon harvest on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in mandatory 

fur catch reports.  

 

Figure 18.  Percentage of the average number of raccoon harvested by state on the refuge during the 20-year period 

of record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 
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Figure 19.  Percentage of the average number of raccoon harvested by pool on the refuge during the 20-year period of 

record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 
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 4.4:  Beaver Harvest 

   The average length of the refuge beaver trapping 

season by state/zone ranged from 102 to 137 days 

during the 20-year period of record (Figure 20).  Refuge 

beaver trapping season dates by state/zone are located  

in Appendix C, table 4.   The average beaver pelt 

prices/trapping season ranged from $10.15 to $17.68 

during the 20-year period of record (Figure 21).  The 

average beaver pelt prices for each state are located in 

Appendix E, table 15.   

 

Figure 20.  Average season length (days) of beaver trapping seasons on the refuge by state and zone.  MZ = Mississippi 

River Zone, SZ = Southern Zone. 

Figure 21.  Average beaver pelt prices (calculated from state Fur Harvest Survey/Fur Buyers reports) during the 20-

year period of record.  Data for the 2015-16 trapping season was not available at the time this report was completed. 
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   The beaver harvest on the refuge ranged from 808 to 

3,577 per trapping season with an average beaver 

harvest of 1,806 per trapping season during the 20-year 

period of record (Figure 22).  The average beaver 

harvest has been greatest in Wisconsin (49%), followed 

by Iowa (22%), Minnesota (20%), and Illinois (9%) during 

the 20-year period of record (Figure 23 and Appendix I, 

table 32).  The average beaver harvest has been  

greatest in the McGregor District (688), followed by the 

Winona District (442), La Crosse District (370) and 

Savanna District (306) during the 20-year period of 

record.  The average beaver harvest was greatest in 

Pools 9 (351), 8 (207), and 10 (195) (Figure 24).  District 

specific beaver harvest numbers by pool and by state 

are located in the Appendix  I, tables 33-36. 

 

Figure 22.  Beaver harvest on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur 

catch reports.  

 

Figure 23.  Percentage of the average number of beaver harvested by state on the refuge during the 20-year period of 

record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 
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Figure 24.  Percentage of the average number of beaver harvested by pool on the refuge during the 20-year period of 

record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 
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 4.5:  River Otter Harvest 

   River otter trapping is allowed on the refuge following 

state trapping seasons (Appendix C, table 5) and 

regulations, however the refuge implemented a 

conservative harvest limit of one river otter per trapper 

per season, in accordance with the state licensing 

requirements.  The decision to implement a 

conservative harvest limit for river otter on the refuge 

was made in 2006 during the refuge’s furbearer 

management planning process.  At that time the only 

state that had a trapping season for river otter was 

Wisconsin.  Refuge-specific river otter population data 

was limited, and managers and biologists decided that a 

conservative harvest limit was appropriate until more 

information is collected.  As stated in the special 

conditions of the trapping special use permit, refuge 

trappers are required to immediately release any otter 

found alive in a trap that is not legally being harvested.  

In addition if any otter are caught out of season or over 

the refuge harvest limit (1), the trapper must notify a 

Conservation Officer prior to the removal of the otter or 

tampering with the set. 

   The number of river otter caught (legally harvested, 

turned over to a Conservation Officer, or released alive) 

on the refuge has ranged from 11 to 51 per trapping 

season with an average of 30 river otter caught (legally 

harvested, turned over to a Conservation Officer, or 

released alive) per trapping season during the 20-year 

period of record (Figure 25).  The average number of 

river otter caught (legally harvested, turned into a 

Conservation Officer, or released alive) per trapping 

season on the refuge has been greatest in Wisconsin 

(58%), followed by Iowa (22%), Minnesota (12%), and 

Illinois (8%) during the 20-year period of record (Figure 

26 and Appendix J, table 37).  The average number of 

river otter caught (legally harvested, turned into a 

Conservation Officer, or released alive) per trapping 

season on the refuge was greatest in Pool 9 (6) during 

the 20-year period of record (Figure 27).  The number of 

river otter caught (legally harvested, turned over to a 

Conservation Officer or released alive) on the refuge by 

pool for each trapping season is located in Appendix J, 

table 38. 

Figure 25.  River otter caught (legally harvested, turned over to a Conservation Officer, or released alive) on the refuge 

during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports.   
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Figure 26.  Percentage of the average number of river otter caught (legally harvested, turned over to a Conservation 

Officer, or released alive) by state on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in 

mandatory fur catch reports.   

 

Figure 27.  Percentage of the average number of river otter caught (legally harvested, turned over to a Conservation 

Officer, or released alive) by pool on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in 

mandatory fur catch reports.   
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 4.6:  Other Furbearer Harvest 

   The other furbearers that are legally harvested by 

refuge trappers  include opossum, coyote, skunk, red 

fox, gray fox, and badger.  The refuge harvest of 

opossum has ranged from 25 to 609 per trapping 

season with an average opossum harvest of 250 per 

trapping season during the 20-year period of record 

(Figure 28).  The refuge harvest of coyote has ranged 

from 0 to 20 per trapping season with an average 

coyote harvest of 5 per trapping season during the 20-

year period of record (Figure 29).  The refuge harvest of 

skunk has ranged from 1 to 23 per trapping season with 

an average skunk harvest of 9 per trapping season 

during the 20-year period of record (Figure 30).  The 

refuge harvest of red fox has ranged from 0 to 22 per 

trapping season with an average red fox harvest of 7 

per trapping season during the 20-year period of record 

(Figure 31).  The other furbearer harvest numbers from 

the refuge are located in Appendix K, table 39. 

Figure 28.  Opossum harvest on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in mandatory 

fur catch reports.  

 

Figure 29.  Coyote harvest on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur 

catch reports.  
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Figure 30.  Skunk harvest on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur 

catch reports.  

 

Figure 31.  Red fox harvest on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in mandatory 

fur catch reports.  
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 4.7:  Other Animals 

   The refuge trapping regulations are generally more 

restrictive than some of the state trapping regulations 

and many were established to minimize the potential 

for any incidental non-target catches and conflicts with 

other Refuge users.  However, refuge trappers do 

report (self-report) other animals that they have caught 

in traps while trapping on the refuge.  Refuge trappers 

are required by the trapping special use permit special 

conditions to immediately release any unauthorized 

animals that are found alive in their traps.  Other  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

animals found dead or mortally injured in traps are 

required to be immediately disposed of in accordance 

with state law as stated in the refuge trapping special 

use permit special conditions.  Refuge trappers are also 

required to notify Federal Wildlife Officers and/or state 

Conservation Officers immediately if any threatened or 

endangered species are caught in traps as well as any 

furbearer caught out of season.  The other animals 

caught in traps on the refuge during the 20-year period 

of record include squirrel, cat, dog, turtle, fish, duck, 

goose, coot, grebe, great blue heron, sandhill crane, 

norway rat, rabbit, and mouse (Appendix L, table 40). 
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Appendix A:  Refuge Commercial Special Use Permit/Special Conditions 
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Appendix B:  Fur Catch Report
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Appendix C:  Refuge Trapping Season Dates 

Table 1.  Refuge muskrat trapping season dates by state and zone during the 20-year period of record. 

Trapping Season IOWA ILLINOIS MINNESOTA WISCONSIN (MZ
1
) WISCONSIN (SZ

2
) 

1996-97 Nov. 2 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 10 Nov. 2 - Feb. 28 Nov. 22 - Jan. 15 Nov. 2 - Dec. 31 

1997-98 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 10 Nov. 1 - Feb. 28 Dec. 3 - Jan. 15 Nov. 1 - Dec. 31 

1998-99 Nov. 7 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 10 Oct. 31 - Feb. 28 Dec. 2 - Feb. 28 Nov. 7 - Feb. 28 

1999-00 Nov. 6 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 10 Oct. 30 - Feb. 29 Nov. 8 - Feb. 28 Nov. 6 - Feb. 28 

2000-01 Nov. 4 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Oct. 28 - Feb. 28 Nov. 13 - Feb. 28 Nov. 4 - Feb. 28 

2001-02 Nov. 3 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Oct. 27 - Feb. 28 Nov. 12 - Feb. 28 Nov. 3 - Feb. 28 

2002-03 Nov. 2 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Nov. 2 - Feb. 28 Nov. 11 - Feb. 28 Nov. 2 - Feb. 28 

2003-04 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Nov. 1 - Feb. 29 Nov. 10 - Feb. 29 Nov. 1 - Feb. 29 

2004-05 Nov. 6 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Oct. 30 - Feb. 28 Nov. 8 - Feb. 28 Oct. 30 - Feb. 28 

2005-06 Nov. 5 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 29 - Feb. 28 Nov. 14 - Feb. 28 Oct. 29 - Feb. 28 

2006-07 Nov. 4 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 28 - Feb. 28 Nov. 13 - Feb. 28 Oct. 28 - Feb. 28 

2007-08 Nov. 3 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 27 - Feb. 29 Nov. 12 - Feb. 29 Oct. 27 - Feb. 29 

2008-09 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Nov. 1 - Feb. 28 Nov. 10 - Feb. 28 Oct. 25 - Feb. 28 

2009-10 Nov. 7 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 31 - Feb. 28 Nov. 9 - Feb. 28 Oct. 31 - Feb. 28 

2010-11 Nov. 6 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 30 - Feb. 28 Nov. 8 - Feb. 28 Oct. 30 - Feb. 28 

2011-12 Nov. 5 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 29 - Feb. 29 Nov. 14 - Feb. 29 Oct. 29 - Feb. 29 

2012-13 Nov. 3 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Feb. 15 Oct. 27 - Feb. 28 Nov. 12 - Feb. 28 Oct. 27 - Feb. 28 

2013-14 Nov. 2 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Feb. 15 Nov. 2 - Feb. 28 Nov. 11 - Feb. 28 Oct. 26 - Feb. 28 

2014-15 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Feb. 15 Nov. 1 - Feb. 28 Nov. 10 - Mar. 8 Oct. 25 - Mar. 8 

2015-16 Nov. 7 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Feb. 15 Oct. 31 - Feb. 29 Nov. 9 - Mar. 6 Oct. 24 - Mar. 6 
1 Mississippi River Zone 
2 Southern Zone 

 

Table 2.  Refuge mink trapping season dates by state and zone during the 20-year period of record.  No trapping is 

allowed before the state muskrat trapping season opens. 

Trapping Season IOWA ILLINOIS MINNESOTA WISCONSIN (MZ
1
) WISCONSIN (SZ

2
) 

1996-97 Nov. 2 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 10 Nov. 2 - Feb. 28 Nov. 22 - Jan. 15 Nov. 2 - Dec. 31 

1997-98 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 10 Nov. 1 - Feb. 28 Dec. 3 - Jan. 15 Nov. 1 - Dec. 31 

1998-99 Nov. 7 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 10 Oct. 31 - Feb. 28 Dec. 2 - Jan. 15 Nov. 7 - Dec. 31 

1999-00 Nov. 6 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 10 Oct. 30  - Feb. 29 Nov. 8 - Jan. 15 Nov. 6 - Dec. 31 

2000-01 Nov. 4 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Oct. 28 - Feb. 28 Nov. 13 - Jan. 15 Nov. 4 - Dec. 31 

2001-02 Nov. 3 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Oct. 27 - Feb. 28 Nov. 12 - Jan. 15 Nov. 3 - Dec. 31 

2002-03 Nov. 2 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Nov. 2 - Feb. 28 Nov. 11 - Jan. 15 Nov. 2 - Dec. 31 

2003-04 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Nov. 1 - Feb. 29 Nov. 10 - Jan. 15 Nov. 1 - Dec. 31 

2004-05 Nov. 6 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Oct. 30  - Feb. 28 Nov. 8 - Jan. 15 Oct. 30 - Dec. 31 

2005-06 Nov. 5 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 29 - Feb. 28 Nov. 14 - Feb. 28 Oct. 29 - Feb. 28 

2006-07 Nov. 4 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 28 - Feb. 28 Nov. 13 - Feb. 28 Oct. 28 - Feb. 28 

2007-08 Nov. 3 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 27 - Feb. 29 Nov. 12 - Feb. 29 Oct. 27 -Feb. 29 

2008-09 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Nov. 1 - Feb. 28 Nov. 10 - Feb. 28 Oct. 25 - Feb. 28 

2009-10 Nov. 7 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 31 - Feb. 28 Nov. 9 - Feb. 28 Oct. 31 - Feb. 28 

2010-11 Nov. 6 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 30  - Feb. 28 Nov. 8 - Feb. 28 Oct. 30 - Feb. 28 

2011-12 Nov. 5 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 29 - Feb. 29 Nov. 14 - Feb. 29 Oct. 29 - Feb. 29 

2012-13 Nov. 3 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Feb. 15 Oct. 27 - Feb. 28 Nov. 12 - Feb. 28 Oct. 27 - Feb. 28 

2013-14 Nov. 2 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Feb. 15 Nov. 2 - Feb. 28 Nov. 11 - Feb. 28 Oct. 26 - Feb. 28 

2014-15 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Feb. 15 Nov. 1 - Feb. 28 Nov. 10 - Mar. 8 Oct. 25 - Mar. 8 

2015-16 Nov. 7 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Feb. 15 Oct. 31 - Feb. 29 Nov. 9 - Mar. 6 Oct. 24 - Mar. 6 
1 Mississippi River Zone 
2 Southern Zone 
 

 

 



34 
 

Table 3.  Refuge raccoon trapping season dates by state and zone during the 20-year period of record.  No trapping is 

allowed before the state muskrat trapping season opens. 

Trapping Season IOWA ILLINOIS MINNESOTA WISCONSIN (MZ
1
) WISCONSIN (SZ

2
) 

1996-97 Nov. 2 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 10 Nov. 2 - Mar. 15 Nov. 22 - Jan. 31 Nov. 2 - Jan. 31 

1997-98 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 10 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 Dec. 3 - Jan. 31 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 

1998-99 Nov. 7 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 10 Oct. 31 - Mar. 15 Dec. 2 - Jan. 31 Nov. 7 - Jan. 31 

1999-00 Nov. 6 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 10 Oct. 30 - Mar. 15 Nov. 8 - Jan. 31 Nov. 6 - Jan. 31 

2000-01 Nov. 4 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Oct. 28 - Mar. 15 Nov. 13 - Jan. 31 Nov. 4 - Jan. 31 

2001-02 Nov. 3 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Oct. 27 - Mar. 15 Nov. 12 - Jan. 31 Nov. 3 - Jan. 31 

2002-03 Nov. 2 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Nov. 2 - Mar. 15 Nov. 11 - Jan. 31 Nov. 2 - Jan. 31 

2003-04 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 Nov. 10 - Jan. 31 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 

2004-05 Nov. 6 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 15 Oct. 30 - Mar. 15 Nov. 8 - Jan. 31 Oct. 30 - Jan. 31 

2005-06 Nov. 5 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 29 - Mar. 15 Nov. 14 - Jan. 31 Oct. 29 - Jan. 31 

2006-07 Nov. 4 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 28 - Mar. 15 Nov. 13 - Jan. 31 Oct. 28 - Jan. 31 

2007-08 Nov. 3 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 27 - Mar. 15 Nov. 12 - Jan. 31 Oct. 27 - Jan. 31 

2008-09 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 Nov. 10 - Feb. 15 Oct. 25 - Feb. 15 

2009-10 Nov. 7 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 31 - Mar. 15 Nov. 9 - Feb. 15 Oct. 31 - Feb. 15 

2010-11 Nov. 6 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 30 - Mar. 15 Nov. 8 - Feb. 15 Oct. 30 - Feb. 15 

2011-12 Nov. 5 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 29 - Mar. 15 Nov. 14 - Feb. 15 Oct. 29 - Feb. 15 

2012-13 Nov. 3 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 27 - Mar. 15 Nov. 12 - Feb. 15 Oct. 27 - Feb. 15 

2013-14 Nov. 2 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Nov. 2 - Mar. 15 Nov. 11 - Feb. 15 Oct. 26 - Feb. 15 

2014-15 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 Nov. 10 - Feb. 15 Oct. 25 - Feb. 15 

2015-16 Nov. 7 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Jan. 20 Oct. 31 - Mar. 15 Nov. 9 - Feb. 15 Oct. 24 - Feb. 15 
1 Mississippi River Zone 
2 Southern Zone 

 

Table 4.  Refuge beaver trapping season dates by state and zone during the 20-year period of record.  No trapping is 

allowed before the state muskrat trapping season opens. 

Trapping Season IOWA ILLINOIS MINNESOTA WISCONSIN (MZ
1
) WISCONSIN (SZ

2
) 

1996-97 Nov. 2 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Nov. 2 - Mar. 15 Nov. 22 - Mar. 15 Dec. 1 - Mar. 15 

1997-98 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 Dec. 3 - Mar. 15 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 

1998-99 Nov. 7 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 31 - Mar. 15 Dec. 2 - Mar. 15 Nov. 7 - Mar. 15 

1999-00 Nov. 6 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 30 - Mar. 15 Dec. 1 - Mar. 15 Nov. 6 - Mar. 15 

2000-01 Nov. 4 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 28 - Mar. 15 Nov. 29 - Mar. 15 Nov. 4 - Mar. 15 

2001-02 Nov. 3 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 27 - Mar. 15 Nov. 28 - Mar. 15 Nov. 3 - Mar. 15 

2002-03 Nov. 2 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Nov. 2 - Mar. 15 Dec. 9 - Mar. 15 Nov. 2 - Mar. 15 

2003-04 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 Dec. 8 - Mar. 15 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 

2004-05 Nov. 6 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 30 - Mar. 15 Dec. 6 - Mar. 15 Nov. 6 - Mar. 15 

2005-06 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 29 - Mar. 15 Dec. 5 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 

2006-07 Nov. 4 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 28 - Mar. 15 Dec. 6 - Mar. 15 Nov. 4 - Mar. 15 

2007-08 Nov. 3 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 27 - Mar. 15 Dec. 3 - Mar. 15 Nov. 3 - Mar. 15 

2008-09 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 Dec. 8 - Mar. 15 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 

2009-10 Nov. 7 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 31 - Mar. 15 Dec. 7 - Mar. 15 Nov. 7 - Mar. 15 

2010-11 Nov. 6 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 30 - Mar. 15 Dec. 6 - Mar. 15 Nov. 6 - Mar. 15 

2011-12 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 29 - Mar. 15 Dec. 5 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 

2012-13 Nov. 3 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 27 - Mar. 15 Dec. 3 - Mar. 15 Nov. 3 - Mar. 15 

2013-14 Nov. 2 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Nov. 2 - Mar. 15 Dec. 2 - Mar. 15 Nov. 2 - Mar. 15 

2014-15 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 Dec. 8 - Mar. 15 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 

2015-16 Nov. 7 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 31 - Mar. 15 Dec. 9 - Mar. 15 Nov. 7 - Mar. 15 
1 Mississippi River Zone (Zone D) 
2 Southern Zone (Zone C) 
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Table 5.  Refuge river otter trapping season dates by state and zone during the 20-year period of record.  No trapping 

is allowed before the state muskrat trapping season opens.   

Trapping Season IOWA ILLLINOIS MINNESOTA WISCONSIN (MZ
1
) WISCONSIN (SZ

2
) 

1996-97 Closed Closed Closed Dec. 7 - Mar. 2 Dec. 7 - Mar. 2 

1997-98 Closed Closed Closed Dec. 6 - Mar. 1 Dec. 6 - Mar. 1 

1998-99 Closed Closed Closed Dec. 5 - Mar. 7 Dec. 5 - Mar. 7 

1999-00 Closed Closed Closed Dec. 4 - Mar. 4 Dec. 4 - Mar. 4 

2000-01 Closed Closed Closed Dec. 2 - Mar. 4 Dec. 2 - Mar. 4 

2001-02 Closed Closed Closed Dec. 1 - Mar. 3 Dec. 1 - Mar. 3 

2002-03 Closed Closed Closed Dec. 7 - Mar. 2 Dec. 7 - Mar. 2 

2003-04 Closed Closed Closed Dec. 6 - Mar. 7 Dec. 6 - Mar. 7 

2004-05 Closed Closed Closed Dec. 4 - Mar. 6 Dec. 4 - Mar. 6 

2005-06 Closed Closed Closed Nov. 14 - Mar. 6 Nov. 5 - Mar. 6 

2006-07 Nov. 4 - Jan. 31 Closed Closed Nov. 13 - Mar. 15 Nov. 4 - Mar. 15 

2007-08 Nov. 3 - Jan. 31 Closed Oct. 27 - Jan. 6 Nov. 12 - Mar. 15 Nov. 3 - Mar. 15 

2008-09 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 Closed Nov. 1 - Jan. 4 Nov. 10 - Mar. 15 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 

2009-10 Nov. 7 - Jan. 31 Closed Oct. 31 - Jan. 3 Nov. 9 - Mar. 15 Nov. 7 - Mar. 15 

2010-11 Nov. 6 - Jan. 31 Closed Oct. 30 - Jan. 9 Nov. 8 - Mar. 15 Nov. 6 - Mar. 15 

2011-12 Nov. 5 - Jan. 31 Closed Oct. 29 - Jan. 8 Nov. 14 - Mar. 15 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 

2012-13 Nov. 3 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 27 - Jan. 6 Nov. 12 - Mar. 15 Nov. 3 - Mar. 15 

2013-14 Nov. 2 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Nov. 2 - Jan. 5 Nov. 11 - Mar. 15 Nov. 2 - Mar. 15 

2014-15 Nov. 1 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Nov. 1 - Jan. 4 Nov. 10 - Mar. 15 Nov. 1 - Mar. 15 

2015-16 Nov. 7 - Jan. 31 Nov. 5 - Mar. 15 Oct. 31 - Jan. 3 Nov. 9 - Mar. 15 Nov. 7 - Mar. 15 
1 Mississippi River Zone 
2 Southern Zone 
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Appendix D:  Trapping Effort 

Table 6.  Number of trapping special use permits issued and number of active trappers by state on the refuge during 

the 20-year period of record.  Active trappers are defined as those who trap at least one day per season.  A few 

trappers have trapped in multiple states since the 2006-07 trapping season. 

Trapping Season 
IOWA ILLINOIS MINNESOTA WISCONSIN  TOTAL (4 STATES) 

Permits 
Issued 

Active 
Trappers 

Permits 
Issued 

Active 
Trappers 

Permits 
Issued 

Active 
Trappers 

Permits 
Issued 

Active 
Trappers 

Permits 
Issued 

Active 
Trappers 

1996-97 118 97 61 49 75 60 212 162 466 368 

1997-98 132 120 60 47 84 72 231 198 507 437 

1998-99 103 77 58 42 69 55 166 145 396 319 

1999-00 66 55 32 25 45 40 146 129 289 249 

2000-01 70 56 40 34 49 46 145 116 304 252 

2001-02 63 52 37 24 41 38 140 112 281 226 

2002-03 62 48 21 22 43 40 142 115 268 225 

2003-04 63 49 32 31 45 41 148 124 288 245 

2004-05 64 57 41 37 53 48 146 122 304 264 

2005-06 53 47 32 30 46 38 139 118 270 233 

2006-07 122 115 56 49 70 60 270 233 518 454 

2007-08 73 59 39 34 56 44 168 132 336 265 

2008-09 73 56 24 21 61 50 156 132 314 256 

2009-10 65 55 20 21 50 40 161 136 296 249 

2010-11 65 57 25 23 57 46 188 151 335 272 

2011-12 74 62 25 21 65 51 189 160 354 292 

2012-13 72 56 33 33 69 53 169 139 343 277 

2013-14 74 62 28 23 76 58 167 133 345 270 

2014-15 57 45 30 19 54 40 139 106 280 209 

2015-16 52 40 8 12 43 37 99 83 202 170 

Average 76 63 35 30 58 48 166 137 335 277 

 

Table 7.  Number of trapping special use permits issued and number of active trappers on the refuge during the 20-

year period of record.  Active trappers are defined as those who trap at least one day per season. 

Trapping Season 
Permits 
Issued 

No Fur Catch 
Submitted 

Inactive 
Trappers 

Active 
Trappers 

TOTAL Days Trapped 
(Pools 4-14) 

Average 
Days/Trapper 

Average Traps 
Used/Day 

1996-97 466 24 74 368 7,583 21 NA 

1997-98 507 32 38 437 10,138 23 NA 

1998-99 396 22 55 319 5,834 18 29 

1999-00 289 8 32 249 5,803 23 28 

2000-01 304 0 52 252 4,685 19 28 

2001-02 281 18 37 226 4,703 21 26 

2002-03 268 3 40 225 5,262 23 31 

2003-04 288 4 39 245 5,908 24 31 

2004-05 304 3 37 264 5,543 21 30 

2005-06 270 2 35 233 6,142 26 34 

2006-07 518 9 55 454 11,939 26 35 

2007-08 336 2 69 265 5,014 19 28 

2008-09 314 19 39 256 4,483 18 28 

2009-10 296 16 31 249 6,720 27 29 

2010-11 335 10 53 272 5,757 21 26 

2011-12 354 19 43 292 5,981 20 24 

2012-13 343 21 45 277 5,919 21 24 

2013-14 345 16 59 270 5,306 20 24 

2014-15 280 13 58 209 3,824 18 24 

2015-16 202 7 25 170 3,126 18 25 

AVERAGE 335 12 46 277 5,984 21 28 
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Table 8.  Number of trapping special use permits issued and number of active trappers in the Winona District during 

the 20-year period of record.  Active trappers are defined as those who trap at least one day per season. 

Trapping Season 
Permits 
Issued 

No Fur 
Catch 

Submitted 

Inactive 
Trappers 

Active 
Trappers 

Days Trapped 

Pool 4 Pool 5 Pool 5A Pool 6 
TOTAL 

(Pools 4-6) 

1996-97 94 7 22 65 259 315 422 310 1,306 

1997-98 103 7 9 87 612 530 520 274 1,936 

1998-99 87 5 19 63 171 372 432 271 1,246 

1999-00 59 4 6 49 98 283 346 357 1,084 

2000-01 60 0 12 48 275 204 494 177 1,150 

2001-02 60 3 5 52 366 362 311 158 1,197 

2002-03 60 1 6 53 462 273 304 117 1,156 

2003-04 62 0 9 53 319 264 496 192 1,271 

2004-05 67 1 10 56 219 300 448 193 1,160 

2005-06 60 0 12 48 375 327 396 211 1,309 

2006-07 101 0 13 88 838 606 446 224 2,114 

2007-08 80 0 18 62 322 333 347 108 1,110 

2008-09 78 4 12 62 199 373 309 228 1,109 

2009-10 67 7 8 52 387 365 377 165 1,294 

2010-11 79 3 16 60 204 324 404 195 1,127 

2011-12 82 6 12 64 367 406 291 194 1,258 

2012-13 100 6 15 79 508 287 415 187 1,397 

2013-14 93 3 13 77 505 439 277 342 1,563 

2014-15 77 2 18 57 335 274 215 137 961 

2015-16 55 3 5 47 162 219 358 122 861 

AVERAGE 76 3 12 61 349 343 380 208 1,280 

 

Table 9.  Number of trapping special use permits issued and number of active trappers in the La Crosse District during 

the 20-year period of record.  Active trappers are defined as those who trap at least one day per season. 

Trapping Season 
Permits 
Issued 

No Fur 
Catch 

Submitted 

Inactive 
Trappers 

Active 
Trappers 

Days Trapped 

Pool 7 Pool 8 
TOTAL 

(Pools 7-8) 

1996-97 131 2 35 94 1,095 1,089 2,184 

1997-98 148 11 14 123 1,270 1,271 2,541 

1998-99 115 1 25 89 928 974 1,902 

1999-00 87 1 10 76 1,068 1,165 2,233 

2000-01 89 0 17 72 717 837 1,554 

2001-02 84 4 18 62 720 722 1,442 

2002-03 93 0 21 72 782 1,078 1,860 

2003-04 95 1 15 79 1,084 1,076 2,160 

2004-05 92 0 15 77 564 1,157 1,721 

2005-06 87 1 12 74 617 1,228 1,845 

2006-07 171 6 22 143 1,402 1,952 3,354 

2007-08 102 1 17 84 470 899 1,369 

2008-09 95 3 8 84 530 827 1,357 

2009-10 106 4 11 91 569 1,708 2,277 

2010-11 124 3 19 102 437 1,533 1,970 

2011-12 134 4 16 114 648 1,350 1,998 

2012-13 99 4 13 82 628 1,157 1,785 

2013-14 116 4 19 93 614 1,209 1,823 

2014-15 88 4 17 67 461 1,033 1,494 

2015-16 74 3 13 58 327 808 1,135 

AVERAGE 107 3 17 87 747 1,154 1,900 
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Table 10.  Number of trapping special use permits issued and number of active trappers in the McGregor District 

during the 20-year period of record.  Active trappers are defined as those who trap at least one day per season. 

Trapping Season 
Permits 
Issued 

No Fur 
Catch 

Submitted 

Inactive 
Trappers 

Active 
Trappers 

Days Trapped 

Pool 9 Pool 10 Pool 11 
TOTAL 

(Pools 9-11) 

1996-97 145 6 8 131 1,488 798 291 2,577 

1997-98 155 5 10 140 2,041 1,268 665 3,974 

1998-99 100 2 2 96 697 573 324 1,594 

1999-00 88 0 8 80 732 505 338 1,575 

2000-01 96 0 9 87 705 374 170 1,249 

2001-02 79 5 6 68 571 440 171 1,182 

2002-03 67 1 8 58 603 339 364 1,306 

2003-04 77 2 12 63 643 524 257 1,424 

2004-05 77 0 7 70 694 501 297 1,492 

2005-06 73 0 8 65 1,099 640 264 2,003 

2006-07 142 1 10 131 2,087 1,579 630 4,296 

2007-08 86 1 22 63 844 432 283 1,559 

2008-09 85 6 12 67 754 293 169 1,216 

2009-10 73 1 8 64 1,560 502 216 2,278 

2010-11 81 0 14 67 1,031 472 372 1,875 

2011-12 88 2 12 74 920 444 588 1,952 

2012-13 76 4 9 63 807 527 406 1,740 

2013-14 79 6 15 58 737 192 245 1,174 

2014-15 65 2 11 52 378 187 281 846 

2015-16 34 0 5 29 374 128 114 616 

AVERAGE 88 2 10 76 938 536 322 1,796 

 

Table 11.  Number of trapping special use permits issued and number of active trappers in the Savanna District during 

the 20-year period of record.  Active trappers are defined as those who trap at least one day per season. 

Trapping Season 
Permits 
Issued 

No Fur 
Catch 

Submitted 

Inactive 
Trappers 

Active 
Trappers 

Days Trapped 

Pool 12 Pool 13 Pool 14 
TOTAL   

(Pools 12-14) 

1996-97 96 9 9 78 243 978 295 1,516 

1997-98 101 9 5 87 441 1,022 224 1,687 

1998-99 94 14 9 71 239 718 135 1,092 

1999-00 55 3 8 44 174 623 114 911 

2000-01 59 0 14 45 160 455 117 732 

2001-02 58 6 8 44 135 553 194 882 

2002-03 48 1 5 42 167 604 169 940 

2003-04 54 1 3 50 164 724 165 1,053 

2004-05 68 2 5 61 211 703 256 1,170 

2005-06 50 1 3 46 236 569 180 985 

2006-07 104 2 10 92 596 1,379 200 2,175 

2007-08 68 0 12 56 225 579 172 976 

2008-09 56 6 7 43 182 457 162 801 

2009-10 50 4 4 42 257 474 140 871 

2010-11 51 4 4 43 186 458 141 785 

2011-12 50 7 3 40 207 442 124 773 

2012-13 68 7 8 53 198 577 222 997 

2013-14 57 3 12 42 120 496 130 746 

2014-15 50 5 12 33 100 313 110 523 

2015-16 39 1 2 36 148 287 79 514 

AVERAGE 64 4 7 52 219 621 166 1,006 
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Appendix E:  Furbearer Pelt Price 

Table  12.  Average muskrat pelt prices (calculated from state Fur Harvest Survey/Fur Buyers reports) during the 20-

year period of record.  Data for the 2015-16 trapping season was not available at the time this report was completed. 

Trapping Season IOWA ILLINOIS MINNESOTA WISCONSIN AVERAGE 

1996-97 $1.56  $4.20  $3.49  $4.15  $3.35  

1997-98 $1.51  $2.90  $2.24  $3.11  $2.44  

1998-99 $1.66  $1.45  $1.11  $1.52  $1.44  

1999-00 $1.55  $1.95  $1.57  $2.30  $1.84  

2000-01 $2.09  $2.45  $1.83  $2.55  $2.23  

2001-02 $2.43  $2.90  $2.32  $2.99  $2.66  

2002-03 $1.85  $2.55  $2.11  $2.63  $2.29  

2003-04 $2.06  $2.60  $2.05  $2.65  $2.34  

2004-05 $1.85  $2.35  $1.90  $2.56  $2.17  

2005-06 $6.15  $3.50  $2.81  $4.02  $4.12  

2006-07 $5.79  $6.65  $5.79  $6.91  $6.29  

2007-08 $3.08  $3.15  $2.96  $3.42  $3.15  

2008-09 $2.51  $2.85  $1.85  $2.94  $2.54  

2009-10 $3.97  $4.85  $4.43  $4.99  $4.56  

2010-11 $5.31  $6.50  $5.33  $6.82  $5.99  

2011-12 $5.93 $6.80 $5.86 $7.29 $6.47 

2012-13 $7.48 $9.65 $7.91 $9.08 $8.53 

2013-14 $9.28  $8.90  $8.72  $8.90  $8.95  

2014-15 $4.79 $4.95 $4.85 $5.31 $4.98 

2015-16 NA NA NA NA NA 

 

Table 13.   Average mink pelt prices (calculated from state Fur Harvest Survey/Fur Buyers reports) during the 20-year 

period of record.  Data for the 2015-16 trapping season was not available at the time this report was completed. 

Trapping Season IOWA ILLINOIS MINNESOTA WISCONSIN AVERAGE 

1996-97 $19.36  $13.05  $17.27  $20.50  $17.55  

1997-98 $17.86  $9.50  $11.59  $12.56  $12.88  

1998-99 $16.05  $6.45  $7.97  $8.08  $9.64  

1999-00 $19.16  $8.30  $9.92  $10.85  $12.06  

2000-01 $15.46  $7.80  $9.43  $9.96  $10.66  

2001-02 $17.23  $7.65  $8.05  $8.30  $10.31  

2002-03 $14.96  $7.70  $8.04  $8.79  $9.87  

2003-04 $10.51  $8.85  $9.32  $18.84  $11.88  

2004-05 $10.27  $9.05  $10.78  $11.98  $10.52  

2005-06 $12.03  $11.35  $12.26  $14.43  $12.52  

2006-07 $13.07  $13.00  $15.61  $16.08  $14.44  

2007-08 $14.76  $10.05  $10.69  $11.87  $11.84  

2008-09 $9.48  $8.00  $8.30  $8.98  $8.69  

2009-10 $8.22  $7.70  $8.69  $8.76  $8.34  

2010-11 $12.83  $11.90  $11.50  $13.16  $12.35  

2011-12 $12.62  $13.00  $13.11  $15.82  $13.64  

2012-13 $15.91  $16.80 $17.90  $19.57 $17.55 

2013-14 $16.50  $15.05  $15.92  $17.61  $16.27  

2014-15 $8.77 $7.75 $8.98 $9.78 $8.82 

2015-16 NA NA NA NA NA 
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Table 14.  Average raccoon pelt prices (calculated from state Fur Harvest Survey/Fur Buyers reports) during the 20-

year period of record.  Data for the 2015-16 trapping season was not available at the time this report was completed. 

Trapping Season IOWA ILLINOIS MINNESOTA WISCONSIN AVERAGE 

1996-97 $8.92  $12.00  $15.16  $14.57  $12.66  

1997-98 $7.79  $10.50  $13.92  $14.63  $11.71  

1998-99 $7.21  $4.90  $7.25  $7.09  $6.61  

1999-00 $8.13  $4.20  $5.09  $5.77  $5.80  

2000-01 $9.26  $6.30  $8.86  $8.96  $8.35  

2001-02 $11.69  $7.55  $9.53  $10.17  $9.74  

2002-03 $12.16  $7.70  $10.33  $9.93  $10.03  

2003-04 $10.11  $8.90  $11.45  $11.68  $10.54  

2004-05 $9.62  $7.70  $10.49  $9.73  $9.39  

2005-06 $11.43  $6.80  $9.61  $8.90  $9.19  

2006-07 $10.18  $8.45  $11.92  $12.56  $10.78  

2007-08 $12.34  $11.30  $14.32  $14.27  $13.06  

2008-09 $9.23  $7.25  $9.34  $9.92  $8.94  

2009-10 $8.80  $6.65  $9.19  $8.71  $8.34  

2010-11 $12.52  $9.05  $10.87  $12.26  $11.18  

2011-12 $10.86  $8.85  $12.57  $12.50  $11.20  

2012-13 $13.60 $12.30 $16.60  $15.46 $14.49 

2013-14 $15.85  $11.55  $16.58  $16.94  $15.23  

2014-15 $10.66 $5.95 $8.64 $8.26 $8.38 

2015-16 NA NA NA NA NA 

 

Table 15.  Average beaver pelt prices (calculated from state Fur Harvest Survey/Fur Buyers reports) during the 20-year 

period of record.  Data for the 2015-16 trapping season was not available at the time this report was completed. 

Trapping Season IA IL MN WI AVERAGE 

1996-97 NA $13.35  $19.24  $20.44  $17.68  

1997-98 NA $12.65  $16.48  $17.76  $15.63  

1998-99 NA $7.85  $11.40  $11.21  $10.15  

1999-00 NA $8.20  $11.51  $12.83  $10.85  

2000-01 NA $9.80  $14.66  $15.38  $13.28  

2001-02 NA $8.35  $12.74  $13.57  $11.55  

2002-03 NA $8.15  $10.05  $12.67  $10.29  

2003-04 NA $10.15  $12.57  $14.86  $12.53  

2004-05 NA $9.85  $13.62  $14.86  $12.78  

2005-06 NA $12.50  $14.48  $21.15  $16.04  

2006-07 NA $14.00  $18.35  $20.30  $17.55  

2007-08 NA $13.45  $14.60  $18.73  $15.59  

2008-09 NA $10.00  $14.63  $12.94  $12.52  

2009-10 NA $9.80  $12.49  $14.51  $12.27  

2010-11 $7.96  $9.95  $11.95  $14.65  $11.13  

2011-12 $11.46  $11.90  $14.29  $21.15  $14.70  

2012-13 $13.66  $13.95  $18.47  $22.17  $17.06  

2013-14 $16.01  $13.45  $16.52  $18.59  $16.14  

2014-15 $9.51 $8.95 $12.40 $11.70 $10.64 

2015-16 NA NA NA NA NA 
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Appendix F:  Muskrat Harvest 

Table 16.  Muskrat harvest by state on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in 

mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season IOWA ILLINOIS MINNESOTA WISCONSIN TOTAL 

1996-97 11,839 4,825 8,426 23,025 48,115 

1997-98 17,341 8,608 11,735 45,351 83,035 

1998-99 5,876 4,131 7,486 23,624 41,117 

1999-00 5,508 3,324 7,275 28,980 45,087 

2000-01 3,784 2,432 7,218 16,349 29,783 

2001-02 1,837 1,451 4,332 12,900 20,520 

2002-03 2,636 3,266 7,147 20,368 33,417 

2003-04 4,342 2,926 6,882 21,958 36,108 

2004-05 5,370 3,719 7,742 25,031 41,862 

2005-06 7,782 4,230 7,363 31,280 50,655 

2006-07 22,988 8,488 13,339 59,364 104,179 

2007-08 6,109 2,970 6,838 18,170 34,087 

2008-09 4,136 1,190 6,832 17,797 29,955 

2009-10 7,173 2,316 9,493 37,988 56,970 

2010-11 6,895 2,593 5,615 17,054 32,157 

2011-12 2,886 798 4,285 10,868 18,837 

2012-13 3,022 1,359 3,965 9,930 18,276 

2013-14 2,419 800 4,922 12,978 21,119 

2014-15 1,710 882 4,987 10,331 17,910 

2015-16 2,721 1,179 7,008 12,881 23,789 

AVERAGE 6,319 3,074 7,145 22,811 39,349 

 

Table 17.  Muskrat harvest by pool and state in the Winona District (Pools 4-6) during the 20-year period of record, as 

reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 4 Pool 5 Pool 5A Pool 6 Pools 4-6 

MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL 

1996-97 151 735 886 1,158 498 1,656 3,036 285 3,321 520 536 1,056 4,865 2,054 6,919 

1997-98 1,179 3,921 5,100 1,395 604 1,999 2,934 804 3,738 499 1,559 2,058 6,007 6,888 12,895 

1998-99 156 1,275 1,431 724 689 1,413 3,079 348 3,427 780 496 1,276 4,739 2,808 7,547 

1999-00 0 1,471 1,471 702 671 1,373 2,676 343 3,019 670 976 1,646 4,048 3,461 7,509 

2000-01 219 2,277 2,496 875 229 1,104 3,750 260 4,010 405 402 807 5,249 3,168 8,417 

2001-02 180 3,062 3,242 802 191 993 1,433 400 1,833 162 188 350 2,577 3,841 6,418 

2002-03 421 2,999 3,420 975 459 1,434 2,102 429 2,531 385 154 539 3,883 4,041 7,924 

2003-04 18 2,695 2,713 893 286 1,179 3,161 726 3,887 290 180 470 4,362 3,887 8,249 

2004-05 92 2,396 2,488 1,304 701 2,005 3,090 327 3,417 291 607 898 4,777 4,031 8,808 

2005-06 43 2,915 2,958 475 438 913 2,403 404 2,807 265 624 889 3,186 4,381 7,567 

2006-07 1,258 6,889 8,147 2,355 1,652 4,007 2,555 1,130 3,685 557 576 1,133 6,725 10,247 16,972 

2007-08 337 1,990 2,327 1,766 328 2,094 2,166 555 2,721 315 46 361 4,584 2,919 7,503 

2008-09 183 1,579 1,762 1,669 361 2,030 2,134 609 2,743 407 618 1,025 4,393 3,167 7,560 

2009-10 539 4,628 5,167 2,614 485 3,099 2,297 961 3,258 514 447 961 5,964 6,521 12,485 

2010-11 232 1,192 1,424 1,171 318 1,489 1,617 499 2,116 465 407 872 3,485 2,416 5,901 

2011-12 315 2,383 2,698 826 383 1,209 531 156 687 516 120 636 2,188 3,042 5,230 

2012-13 342 2,062 2,404 891 235 1,126 881 229 1,110 389 240 629 2,503 2,766 5,269 

2013-14 397 2,949 3,346 1,213 712 1,925 1,240 212 1,452 582 491 1,073 3,432 4,364 7,796 

2014-15 360 2,122 2,482 929 187 1,116 1,646 135 1,781 216 351 567 3,151 2,795 5,946 

2015-16 498 1,972 2,470 1,330 611 1,941 3,126 358 3,484 614 209 823 5,568 3,150 8,718 

AVERAGE 346 2,576 2,922 1,203 502 1,705 2,293 459 2,751 442 461 903 4,284 3,997 8,282 
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Table 18.  Muskrat harvest by pool and state in the La Crosse District (Pools 7-8) during the 20-year period of record, 

as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 7 Pool 8 Pools 7-8 

MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL 

1996-97 353 7,613 7,966 2,219 3,018 5,237 2,572 10,631 13,203 

1997-98 504 10,794 11,298 2,021 8,040 10,061 2,525 18,834 21,359 

1998-99 187 7,238 7,425 1,255 6,174 7,429 1,442 13,412 14,854 

1999-00 337 7,728 8,065 1,496 9,150 10,646 1,833 16,878 18,711 

2000-01 189 3,316 3,505 1,334 5,051 6,385 1,523 8,367 9,890 

2001-02 170 3,484 3,654 1,358 2,305 3,663 1,528 5,789 7,317 

2002-03 235 5,421 5,656 2,411 5,292 7,703 2,646 10,713 13,359 

2003-04 438 6,051 6,489 1,517 5,897 7,414 1,955 11,948 13,903 

2004-05 366 4,947 5,313 1,935 8,107 10,042 2,301 13,054 15,355 

2005-06 446 4,847 5,293 2,685 10,657 13,342 3,131 15,504 18,635 

2006-07 863 12,674 13,537 4,074 11,423 15,497 4,937 24,097 29,034 

2007-08 216 4,013 4,229 1,565 3,730 5,295 1,781 7,743 9,524 

2008-09 208 3,615 3,823 1,498 3,789 5,287 1,706 7,404 9,110 

2009-10 335 5,618 5,953 1,570 12,043 13,613 1,905 17,661 19,566 

2010-11 195 2,283 2,478 1,081 4,084 5,165 1,276 6,367 7,643 

2011-12 214 2,389 2,603 1,152 2,994 4,146 1,366 5,383 6,749 

2012-13 246 2,476 2,722 1,128 1,846 2,974 1,374 4,322 5,696 

2013-14 202 2,320 2,522 1,163 3,016 4,179 1,365 5,336 6,701 

2014-15 258 1,582 1,840 1,378 3,053 4,431 1,636 4,635 6,271 

2015-16 365 1,745 2,110 949 5,187 6,136 1,314 6,932 8,246 

AVERAGE 316 5,008 5,324 1,689 5,743 7,432 2,006 10,751 12,756 

 

Table 19.  Muskrat harvest by pool and state in the McGregor District (Pools 9-11) during the 20-year period of record, 

as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 9 Pool 10 Pool 11 Pools 9-11 

IA MN WI TOTAL IA WI TOTAL IA WI TOTAL IA MN WI TOTAL 

1996-97 5,768 989 7,423 14,180 3,063 2,031 5,094 321 886 1,207 9,152 989 10,340 20,481 

1997-98 7,715 3,203 12,544 23,462 4,998 4,985 9,983 282 2,100 2,382 12,995 3,203 19,629 35,827 

1998-99 2,077 1,305 4,014 7,396 2,238 1,944 4,182 42 1,446 1,488 4,357 1,305 7,404 13,066 

1999-00 1,685 1,394 5,385 8,464 1,759 1,654 3,413 95 1,593 1,688 3,539 1,394 8,632 13,565 

2000-01 1,025 446 2,808 4,279 1,395 981 2,376 39 1,025 1,064 2,459 446 4,814 7,719 

2001-02 580 227 1,757 2,564 532 1,040 1,572 50 473 523 1,162 227 3,270 4,659 

2002-03 229 618 3,346 4,193 535 1,189 1,724 452 1,079 1,531 1,216 618 5,614 7,448 

2003-04 761 565 2,460 3,786 1,478 2,283 3,761 270 1,380 1,650 2,509 565 6,123 9,197 

2004-05 1,195 664 3,736 5,595 1,368 2,351 3,719 529 1,859 2,388 3,092 664 7,946 11,702 

2005-06 2,120 1,046 6,487 9,653 2,448 2,581 5,029 77 2,327 2,404 4,645 1,046 11,395 17,086 

2006-07 5,769 1,677 13,529 20,975 8,585 7,657 16,242 823 3,834 4,657 15,177 1,677 25,020 41,874 

2007-08 3,076 473 4,687 8,236 1,648 1,466 3,114 73 1,160 1,233 4,797 473 7,313 12,583 

2008-09 697 733 5,264 6,694 2,182 804 2,986 121 1,141 1,262 3,000 733 7,209 10,942 

2009-10 2,467 1,624 9,396 13,487 2,655 3,183 5,838 116 1,043 1,159 5,238 1,624 13,622 20,484 

2010-11 1,968 854 4,490 7,312 3,163 2,583 5,746 351 1,161 1,512 5,482 854 8,234 14,570 

2011-12 620 731 987 2,338 1,265 575 1,840 402 864 1,266 2,287 731 2,426 5,444 

2012-13 799 88 1,402 2,289 1,013 787 1,800 217 653 870 2,029 88 2,842 4,959 

2013-14 912 125 2,012 3,049 617 348 965 197 918 1,115 1,726 125 3,278 5,129 

2014-15 375 200 1,599 2,174 590 503 1,093 426 777 1,203 1,391 200 2,879 4,470 

2015-16 556 126 1,506 2,188 1,068 259 1,327 35 936 971 1,659 126 2,701 4,486 

AVERAGE 2,020 854 4,742 7,616 2,130 1,960 4,090 246 1,333 1,579 4,396 854 8,035 13,285 
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Table 20.  Muskrat harvest by pool and state in the Savanna District (Pools 12-14) during the 20-year period of record, 

as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 12 Pool 13 Pool 14 Pools 12-14 

IA IL WI TOTAL IA IL TOTAL IA IL TOTAL IA IL WI TOTAL 

1996-97 430 1,760 0 2,190 2,192 3,038 5,230 65 27 92 2,687 4,825 0 7,512 

1997-98 331 2,985 0 3,316 3,493 5,603 9,096 522 20 542 4,346 8,608 0 12,954 

1998-99 296 1,697 0 1,993 1,118 2,393 3,511 105 41 146 1,519 4,131 0 5,650 

1999-00 253 1,287 9 1,549 1,539 1,992 3,531 177 45 222 1,969 3,324 9 5,302 

2000-01 306 558 0 864 647 1,414 2,061 372 460 832 1,325 2,432 0 3,757 

2001-02 6 530 0 536 503 861 1,364 166 60 226 675 1,451 0 2,126 

2002-03 90 877 0 967 1,144 2,224 3,368 186 165 351 1,420 3,266 0 4,686 

2003-04 305 1,274 0 1,579 1,421 1,585 3,006 107 67 174 1,833 2,926 0 4,759 

2004-05 193 2,020 0 2,213 1,943 1,627 3,570 142 72 214 2,278 3,719 0 5,997 

2005-06 445 2,484 0 2,929 2,210 1,720 3,930 482 26 508 3,137 4,230 0 7,367 

2006-07 867 3,816 0 4,683 5,989 4,624 10,613 955 48 1,003 7,811 8,488 0 16,299 

2007-08 141 1,560 195 1,896 908 1,289 2,197 263 121 384 1,312 2,970 195 4,477 

2008-09 267 591 17 875 729 559 1,288 140 40 180 1,136 1,190 17 2,343 

2009-10 195 1,524 184 1,903 1,111 678 1,789 629 114 743 1,935 2,316 184 4,435 

2010-11 75 1,644 37 1,756 925 925 1,850 413 24 437 1,413 2,593 37 4,043 

2011-12 54 486 17 557 439 312 751 106 0 106 599 798 17 1,414 

2012-13 426 396 0 822 382 867 1,249 185 96 281 993 1,359 0 2,352 

2013-14 131 184 0 315 261 511 772 301 105 406 693 800 0 1,493 

2014-15 12 270 22 304 111 532 643 196 80 276 319 882 22 1,223 

2015-16 194 835 98 1,127 596 344 940 272 0 272 1,062 1,179 98 2,339 

AVERAGE 251 1,339 29 1,619 1,383 1,655 3,038 289 81 370 1,923 3,074 29 5,026 

 

Table 21.  Average number of muskrats trapped per trap night by pool on the refuge during the 20-year period of 

record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports.  Information on the number of traps used per trapper 

was not collected until the 1998-99 trapping season. 

Trapping Season 

Pool  
(Pool 4-14) 

Average 
Pool 

4 
Pool 

5 
Pool 
5A 

Pool 
6 

Pool 
7 

Pool 
8 

Pool 
9 

Pool 
10 

Pool 
11 

Pool 
12 

Pool 
13 

Pool 
14 

1996-97 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 

1997-98 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 

1998-99 0.41 0.20 0.27 0.21 0.33 0.32 0.34 0.29 0.26 0.32 0.24 0.14 0.28 

1999-00 0.46 0.20 0.29 0.22 0.33 0.36 0.41 0.25 0.21 0.29 0.24 0.21 0.29 

2000-01 0.41 0.20 0.27 0.21 0.33 0.32 0.34 0.29 0.26 0.32 0.24 0.14 0.28 

2001-02 0.32 0.13 0.24 0.19 0.29 0.23 0.23 0.39 0.17 0.16 0.22 0.11 0.22 

2002-03 0.29 0.25 0.23 0.24 0.30 0.29 0.38 0.30 0.20 0.19 0.22 0.18 0.26 

2003-04 0.39 0.20 0.23 0.09 0.26 0.25 0.33 0.27 0.25 0.29 0.15 0.13 0.24 

2004-05 0.49 0.25 0.24 0.27 0.33 0.32 0.31 0.24 0.29 0.44 0.21 0.19 0.30 

2005-06 0.35 0.19 0.22 0.12 0.27 0.35 0.34 0.29 0.28 0.37 0.22 0.23 0.27 

2006-07 0.35 0.22 0.23 0.15 0.31 0.26 0.31 0.32 0.28 0.26 0.24 0.34 0.27 

2007-08 0.41 0.22 0.23 0.11 0.30 0.24 0.40 0.29 0.15 0.38 0.18 0.15 0.26 

2008-09 0.47 0.18 0.26 0.23 0.27 0.24 0.32 0.33 0.33 0.21 0.12 0.17 0.26 

2009-10 0.44 0.28 0.30 0.18 0.35 0.29 0.29 0.35 0.21 0.34 0.15 0.20 0.28 

2010-11 0.30 0.23 0.17 0.18 0.21 0.16 0.21 0.36 0.16 0.39 0.17 0.28 0.24 

2011-12 0.38 0.15 0.12 0.12 0.19 0.15 0.12 0.18 0.11 0.13 0.09 0.15 0.16 

2012-13 0.28 0.15 0.12 0.12 0.18 0.14 0.13 0.17 0.11 0.17 0.11 0.25 0.16 

2013-14 0.34 0.15 0.21 0.11 0.21 0.17 0.23 0.23 0.22 0.15 0.08 0.22 0.19 

2014-15 0.37 0.17 0.24 0.21 0.21 0.19 0.28 0.26 0.18 0.16 0.10 0.26 0.22 

2015-16 0.47 0.28 0.33 0.19 0.27 0.31 0.28 0.38 0.33 0.35 0.19 0.43 0.32 

AVERAGE 0.39 0.20 0.23 0.18 0.27 0.26 0.29 0.29 0.22 0.27 0.18 0.21 0.25 
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Appendix G:  Mink Harvest 

Table 22.  Mink harvest by state on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in 

mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season IOWA ILLINOIS MINNESOTA WISCONSIN TOTAL 

1996-97 81 8 77 284 450 

1997-98 90 13 99 232 434 

1998-99 56 13 77 141 287 

1999-00 30 6 71 182 289 

2000-01 33 15 89 186 323 

2001-02 51 15 62 93 221 

2002-03 56 21 57 150 284 

2003-04 75 29 92 184 380 

2004-05 94 32 73 230 429 

2005-06 41 14 71 263 389 

2006-07 157 55 119 442 773 

2007-08 58 13 69 206 346 

2008-09 38 11 67 163 279 

2009-10 60 13 66 232 371 

2010-11 47 25 79 173 324 

2011-12 100 22 61 204 387 

2012-13 84 26 88 178 376 

2013-14 53 21 39 92 205 

2014-15 28 7 38 65 138 

2015-16 34 7 43 59 143 

AVERAGE 63 18 72 188 341 

 

Table 23.  Mink harvest by pool and state in the Winona District (Pools 4-6) during the 20-year period of record, as 

reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping 
Season 

Pool 4 Pool 5 Pool 5A Pool 6 Pools 4-6 

MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL 
1996-97 0 2 2 16 4 20 19 1 20 16 4 20 51 11 62 

1997-98 11 21 32 19 6 25 28 0 28 3 11 14 61 38 99 

1998-99 1 7 8 11 7 18 33 3 36 8 5 13 53 22 75 

1999-00 0 3 3 5 9 14 36 4 40 4 16 20 45 32 77 

2000-01 2 11 13 5 7 12 43 1 44 4 5 9 54 24 78 

2001-02 1 11 12 6 3 9 40 3 43 2 1 3 49 18 67 

2002-03 14 9 23 11 7 18 10 4 14 3 2 5 38 22 60 

2003-04 0 8 8 28 3 31 34 15 49 3 3 6 65 29 94 

2004-05 1 5 6 8 3 11 42 1 43 6 1 7 57 10 67 

2005-06 4 12 16 12 5 17 33 7 40 1 7 8 50 31 81 

2006-07 10 25 35 45 4 49 34 6 40 2 3 5 91 38 129 

2007-08 3 15 18 19 0 19 26 6 32 5 1 6 53 22 75 

2008-09 4 6 10 22 0 22 23 7 30 10 4 14 59 17 76 

2009-10 7 20 27 25 6 31 16 6 22 6 8 14 54 40 94 

2010-11 2 9 11 21 8 29 25 12 37 9 8 17 57 37 94 

2011-12 2 8 10 6 3 9 15 5 20 20 4 24 43 20 63 

2012-13 11 14 25 14 3 17 42 5 47 4 1 5 71 23 94 

2013-14 3 4 7 9 8 17 9 4 13 16 1 17 37 17 54 

2014-15 2 15 17 5 1 6 18 1 19 2 3 5 27 20 47 

2015-16 1 2 3 6 2 8 19 1 20 11 1 12 37 6 43 

AVERAGE 4 10 14 15 4 19 27 5 32 7 4 11 53 24 76 
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Table 24.  Mink harvest by pool and state in the La Crosse District (Pools 7-8) during the 20-year period of record, as 

reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 7 Pool 8 Pools 7-8 

MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL 
1996-97 0 29 29 22 183 205 22 212 234 

1997-98 1 21 22 25 52 77 26 73 99 

1998-99 0 14 14 9 56 65 9 70 79 

1999-00 4 27 31 11 52 63 15 79 94 

2000-01 1 18 19 18 53 71 19 71 90 

2001-02 1 28 29 11 20 31 12 48 60 

2002-03 1 31 32 12 26 38 13 57 70 

2003-04 14 43 57 9 51 60 23 94 117 

2004-05 2 25 27 8 125 133 10 150 160 

2005-06 4 27 31 8 116 124 12 143 155 

2006-07 4 52 56 14 188 202 18 240 258 

2007-08 6 20 26 5 69 74 11 89 100 

2008-09 2 15 17 3 69 72 5 84 89 

2009-10 1 26 27 4 86 90 5 112 117 

2010-11 2 16 18 16 45 61 18 61 79 

2011-12 1 31 32 8 53 61 9 84 93 

2012-13 8 54 62 9 18 27 17 72 89 

2013-14 1 20 21 1 32 33 2 52 54 

2014-15 1 14 15 10 18 28 11 32 43 

2015-16 2 6 8 4 33 37 6 39 45 

AVERAGE 3 26 29 10 67 78 13 93 106 

 

Table 25.  Mink harvest by pool and state in the McGregor District (Pools 9-11) during the 20-year period of record, as 

reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 9 Pool 10 Pool 11 Pools 9-11 

IA MN WI TOTAL IA WI TOTAL IA WI TOTAL IA MN WI TOTAL 

1996-97 22 4 52 78 17 7 24 12 2 14 51 4 61 116 

1997-98 44 12 85 141 10 17 27 5 19 24 59 12 121 192 

1998-99 29 15 39 83 4 2 6 1 8 9 34 15 49 98 

1999-00 19 11 50 80 9 9 18 0 8 8 28 11 67 106 

2000-01 19 16 77 112 10 4 14 0 10 10 29 16 91 136 

2001-02 26 1 15 42 6 7 13 7 5 12 39 1 27 67 

2002-03 11 6 55 72 8 2 10 15 14 29 34 6 71 111 

2003-04 25 4 42 71 14 14 28 8 5 13 47 4 61 112 

2004-05 36 6 52 94 8 3 11 17 15 32 61 6 70 137 

2005-06 19 9 72 100 8 4 12 0 13 13 27 9 89 125 

2006-07 58 10 114 182 42 13 55 12 37 49 112 10 164 286 

2007-08 28 5 72 105 5 8 13 4 15 19 37 5 95 137 

2008-09 5 3 50 58 12 3 15 1 9 10 18 3 62 83 

2009-10 15 7 53 75 16 12 28 3 15 18 34 7 80 121 

2010-11 14 4 53 71 4 11 15 9 10 19 27 4 74 105 

2011-12 33 9 87 129 21 5 26 23 8 31 77 9 100 186 

2012-13 30 0 63 93 15 11 26 13 9 22 58 0 83 141 

2013-14 22 0 20 42 3 2 5 11 1 12 36 0 23 59 

2014-15 7 0 5 12 4 3 7 5 5 10 16 0 13 29 

2015-16 18 0 10 28 4 0 4 0 4 4 22 0 14 36 

AVERAGE 24 6 53 83 11 7 18 7 11 18 42 6 71 119 
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Table 26.  Mink harvest by pool and state in the Savanna District (Pools 12-14) during the 20-year period of record, as 

reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 12 Pool 13 Pool 14 Pools 12-14 

IA IL WI TOTAL IA IL TOTAL IA IL TOTAL IA IL WI TOTAL 

1996-97 1 0 0 1 29 8 37 0 0 0 30 8 0 38 

1997-98 17 5 0 22 8 8 16 6 0 6 31 13 0 44 

1998-99 16 5 0 21 5 8 13 1 0 1 22 13 0 35 

1999-00 0 3 4 7 0 3 3 2 0 2 2 6 4 12 

2000-01 2 6 0 8 2 9 11 0 0 0 4 15 0 19 

2001-02 2 10 0 12 5 5 10 5 0 5 12 15 0 27 

2002-03 3 12 0 15 17 9 26 2 0 2 22 21 0 43 

2003-04 1 9 0 10 24 19 43 3 1 4 28 29 0 57 

2004-05 9 5 0 14 16 25 41 8 2 10 33 32 0 65 

2005-06 2 3 0 5 10 11 21 2 0 2 14 14 0 28 

2006-07 8 13 0 21 35 42 77 2 0 2 45 55 0 100 

2007-08 1 4 0 5 17 8 25 3 1 4 21 13 0 34 

2008-09 2 1 0 3 17 10 27 1 0 1 20 11 0 31 

2009-10 5 4 0 9 19 9 28 2 0 2 26 13 0 39 

2010-11 3 12 1 16 15 13 28 2 0 2 20 25 1 46 

2011-12 4 12 0 16 6 10 16 13 0 13 23 22 0 45 

2012-13 3 3 0 6 14 17 31 9 6 15 26 26 0 52 

2013-14 5 5 0 10 5 12 17 7 4 11 17 21 0 38 

2014-15 4 1 0 5 7 5 12 1 1 2 12 7 0 19 

2015-16 1 4 0 5 9 3 12 2 0 2 12 7 0 19 

AVERAGE 4 6 0 11 13 12 25 4 1 4 21 18 0 40 
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Appendix H:  Raccoon Harvest 

Table 27.  Raccoon harvest by state on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in 

mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season IOWA ILLINOIS MINNESOTA WISCONSIN TOTAL 

1996-97 855 868 173 307 2,203 

1997-98 1,113 431 230 449 2,223 

1998-99 623 413 206 306 1,548 

1999-00 693 161 108 252 1,214 

2000-01 376 155 130 130 791 

2001-02 866 300 183 368 1,717 

2002-03 734 292 148 291 1,465 

2003-04 780 354 164 235 1,533 

2004-05 820 733 213 353 2,119 

2005-06 533 251 115 374 1,273 

2006-07 1,041 394 127 681 2,243 

2007-08 483 227 110 234 1,054 

2008-09 408 193 121 191 913 

2009-10 216 147 72 270 705 

2010-11 353 158 102 302 915 

2011-12 763 148 128 641 1,680 

2012-13 493 370 189 493 1,545 

2013-14 623 340 117 244 1,324 

2014-15 211 166 67 134 578 

2015-16 152 35 106 109 402 

AVERAGE 607 307 140 318 1,372 

 

Table 28.  Raccoon harvest by pool and state in the Winona District (Pools 4-6) during the 20-year period of record, as 

reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 4 Pool 5 Pool 5A Pool 6 Pools 4-6 

MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL 

1996-97 30 0 30 22 14 36 56 2 58 10 10 20 118 26 144 

1997-98 16 31 47 77 20 97 44 3 47 8 13 21 145 67 212 

1998-99 25 2 27 30 0 30 96 2 98 17 7 24 168 11 179 

1999-00 0 0 0 21 12 33 44 5 49 3 11 14 68 28 96 

2000-01 0 4 4 16 2 18 42 2 44 1 9 10 59 17 76 

2001-02 1 10 11 36 12 48 86 1 87 3 2 5 126 25 151 

2002-03 16 37 53 21 10 31 43 2 45 0 1 1 80 50 130 

2003-04 6 0 6 56 6 62 50 10 60 0 0 0 112 16 128 

2004-05 16 2 18 31 0 31 103 4 107 13 2 15 163 8 171 

2005-06 18 16 34 21 6 27 47 7 54 0 8 8 86 37 123 

2006-07 8 20 28 62 3 65 21 2 23 4 4 8 95 29 124 

2007-08 4 7 11 29 0 29 27 1 28 12 0 12 72 8 80 

2008-09 5 4 9 34 2 36 44 5 49 6 4 10 89 15 104 

2009-10 1 11 12 33 12 45 22 10 32 6 1 7 62 34 96 

2010-11 3 16 19 9 16 25 26 17 43 1 14 15 39 63 102 

2011-12 2 46 48 15 31 46 74 24 98 21 8 29 112 109 221 

2012-13 9 31 40 15 15 30 104 53 157 4 2 6 132 101 233 

2013-14 5 10 15 12 17 29 17 33 50 28 13 41 62 73 135 

2014-15 0 28 28 19 2 21 37 0 37 4 0 4 60 30 90 

2015-16 0 0 0 7 4 11 25 6 31 17 0 17 49 10 59 

AVERAGE 8 14 22 28 9 38 50 9 60 8 5 13 95 38 133 
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Table 29.  Raccoon harvest by pool and state in the La Crosse District (Pools 7-8) during the 20-year period of record, 

as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 7 Pool 8 Pools 7-8 

MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL 

1996-97 0 51 51 39 29 68 39 80 119 

1997-98 7 107 114 52 33 85 59 140 199 

1998-99 0 56 56 11 146 157 11 202 213 

1999-00 4 29 33 4 44 48 8 73 81 

2000-01 0 36 36 12 16 28 12 52 64 

2001-02 21 89 110 16 77 93 37 166 203 

2002-03 7 91 98 22 22 44 29 113 142 

2003-04 15 103 118 6 44 50 21 147 168 

2004-05 10 60 70 14 156 170 24 216 240 

2005-06 2 35 37 3 167 170 5 202 207 

2006-07 10 87 97 1 226 227 11 313 324 

2007-08 14 66 80 8 107 115 22 173 195 

2008-09 4 46 50 5 74 79 9 120 129 

2009-10 0 13 13 3 109 112 3 122 125 

2010-11 2 63 65 41 71 112 43 134 177 

2011-12 6 194 200 3 113 116 9 307 316 

2012-13 12 136 148 35 122 157 47 258 305 

2013-14 15 29 44 32 103 135 47 132 179 

2014-15 2 47 49 5 41 46 7 88 95 

2015-16 3 37 40 4 42 46 7 79 86 

AVERAGE 7 69 75 16 87 103 23 156 178 

 

Table 30.  Raccoon harvest by pool and state in the McGregor District (Pools 9-11) during the 20-year period of record, 

as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 9 Pool 10 Pool 11 Pools 9-11 

IA MN WI TOTAL IA WI TOTAL IA WI TOTAL IA MN WI TOTAL 

1996-97 75 16 86 177 230 59 289 98 56 154 403 16 201 620 

1997-98 119 26 117 262 272 60 332 266 65 331 657 26 242 925 

1998-99 108 27 51 186 120 24 144 107 18 125 335 27 93 455 

1999-00 34 32 28 94 75 62 137 33 46 79 142 32 136 310 

2000-01 23 59 22 104 94 16 110 1 23 24 118 59 61 238 

2001-02 88 20 14 122 107 131 238 92 32 124 287 20 177 484 

2002-03 74 39 33 146 87 43 130 192 52 244 353 39 128 520 

2003-04 145 31 13 189 106 47 153 179 12 191 430 31 72 533 

2004-05 106 26 40 172 71 52 123 285 37 322 462 26 129 617 

2005-06 43 24 77 144 26 17 43 1 41 42 70 24 135 229 

2006-07 128 21 159 308 130 70 200 201 110 311 459 21 339 819 

2007-08 51 16 24 91 39 20 59 86 9 95 176 16 53 245 

2008-09 28 23 38 89 38 10 48 19 7 26 85 23 55 163 

2009-10 64 7 77 148 13 15 28 2 21 23 79 7 113 199 

2010-11 7 20 89 116 20 10 30 79 6 85 106 20 105 231 

2011-12 47 7 177 231 83 29 112 352 17 369 482 7 223 712 

2012-13 89 10 45 144 73 75 148 94 14 108 256 10 134 400 

2013-14 111 8 9 128 16 15 31 170 15 185 297 8 39 344 

2014-15 25 0 11 36 38 5 43 1 0 1 64 0 16 80 

2015-16 24 50 8 82 2 1 3 0 11 11 26 50 20 96 

AVERAGE 69 23 56 148 82 38 120 113 30 143 264 23 124 411 
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Table 31.  Raccoon harvest by pool and state in the Savanna District (Pools 12-14) during the 20-year period of record, 

as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 12 Pool 13 Pool 14 Pools 12-14 

IA IL WI TOTAL IA IL TOTAL IA IL TOTAL IA IL WI TOTAL 

1996-97 34 144 0 178 322 495 817 96 229 325 452 868 0 1,320 

1997-98 89 173 0 262 203 208 411 164 50 214 456 431 0 887 

1998-99 22 161 0 183 140 190 330 126 62 188 288 413 0 701 

1999-00 39 84 15 138 383 77 460 129 0 129 551 161 15 727 

2000-01 35 27 0 62 159 55 214 64 73 137 258 155 0 413 

2001-02 67 73 0 140 416 173 589 96 54 150 579 300 0 879 

2002-03 122 77 0 199 185 148 333 74 67 141 381 292 0 673 

2003-04 62 90 0 152 219 183 402 69 81 150 350 354 0 704 

2004-05 92 290 0 382 153 314 467 113 129 242 358 733 0 1,091 

2005-06 59 58 0 117 197 193 390 207 0 207 463 251 0 714 

2006-07 125 100 0 225 302 294 596 155 0 155 582 394 0 976 

2007-08 74 82 0 156 135 104 239 98 41 139 307 227 0 534 

2008-09 65 58 1 124 144 90 234 114 45 159 323 193 1 517 

2009-10 43 68 1 112 72 78 150 22 1 23 137 147 1 285 

2010-11 5 33 0 38 178 105 283 64 20 84 247 158 0 405 

2011-12 29 74 2 105 141 74 215 111 0 111 281 148 2 431 

2012-13 25 69 0 94 46 220 266 166 81 247 237 370 0 607 

2013-14 52 72 0 124 125 193 318 149 75 224 326 340 0 666 

2014-15 30 31 0 61 86 99 185 31 36 67 147 166 0 313 

2015-16 10 12 0 22 56 23 79 60 0 60 126 35 0 161 

AVERAGE 54 89 1 144 183 166 349 105 52 158 342 307 1 650 
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Appendix I:  Beaver Harvest 

Table 32.  Beaver harvest by state on the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in 

mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season IOWA ILLINOIS MINNESOTA WISCONSIN TOTAL 

1996-97 508 224 405 1,829 2,966 

1997-98 852 247 739 1,739 3,577 

1998-99 529 113 424 659 1,725 

1999-00 519 146 324 766 1,755 

2000-01 277 261 410 655 1,603 

2001-02 552 158 385 1,039 2,134 

2002-03 246 120 271 617 1,254 

2003-04 349 240 365 801 1,755 

2004-05 260 240 360 860 1,720 

2005-06 560 147 389 1,085 2,181 

2006-07 483 223 352 1,370 2,428 

2007-08 255 91 313 375 1,034 

2008-09 305 107 333 607 1,352 

2009-10 185 120 309 682 1,296 

2010-11 164 48 189 407 808 

2011-12 669 108 455 1,410 2,642 

2012-13 421 281 419 1,055 2,176 

2013-14 253 119 507 452 1,331 

2014-15 197 107 214 669 1,187 

2015-16 285 135 263 506 1,189 

AVERAGE 393 162 371 879 1,806 

 

Table 33.  Beaver harvest by pool and state in the Winona District (Pools 4-6) during the 20-year period of record, as 

reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 4 Pool 5 Pool 5A Pool 6 Pools 4-6 

MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL 

1996-97 17 96 113 96 194 290 81 80 161 49 87 136 243 457 700 

1997-98 103 213 316 145 164 309 164 36 200 35 58 93 447 471 918 

1998-99 33 70 103 110 37 147 127 12 139 25 14 39 295 133 428 

1999-00 0 6 6 89 89 178 57 0 57 25 84 109 171 179 350 

2000-01 2 133 135 73 65 138 108 29 137 10 54 64 193 281 474 

2001-02 14 124 138 76 110 186 45 17 62 14 37 51 149 288 437 

2002-03 29 88 117 69 60 129 20 15 35 2 7 9 120 170 290 

2003-04 3 168 171 84 69 153 77 44 121 13 50 63 177 331 508 

2004-05 36 48 84 87 65 152 71 30 101 16 57 73 210 200 410 

2005-06 46 91 137 92 73 165 111 8 119 5 18 23 254 190 444 

2006-07 48 54 102 87 120 207 46 26 72 12 36 48 193 236 429 

2007-08 24 80 104 87 21 108 84 0 84 26 10 36 221 111 332 

2008-09 8 61 69 80 41 121 122 16 138 20 29 49 230 147 377 

2009-10 10 65 75 78 53 131 78 17 95 22 27 49 188 162 350 

2010-11 1 39 40 57 71 128 47 26 73 18 9 27 123 145 268 

2011-12 20 175 195 97 107 204 102 44 146 13 11 24 232 337 569 

2012-13 76 154 230 66 64 130 109 60 169 28 15 43 279 293 572 

2013-14 46 33 79 86 65 151 106 45 151 36 9 45 274 152 426 

2014-15 54 26 80 48 53 101 40 3 43 15 24 39 157 106 263 

2015-16 1 45 46 23 30 53 135 38 173 10 13 23 169 126 295 

AVERAGE 29 88 117 82 78 159 87 27 114 20 32 52 216 226 442 
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Table 34.  Beaver harvest by pool and state in the La Crosse District (Pools 7-8) during the 20-year period of record, as 

reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 7 Pool 8 Pools 7-8 

MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL MN WI TOTAL 

1996-97 43 350 393 106 179 285 149 529 678 

1997-98 59 236 295 108 182 290 167 418 585 

1998-99 11 114 125 31 133 164 42 247 289 

1999-00 7 155 162 100 120 220 107 275 382 

2000-01 43 95 138 90 66 156 133 161 294 

2001-02 63 150 213 116 181 297 179 331 510 

2002-03 12 111 123 105 131 236 117 242 359 

2003-04 77 147 224 66 99 165 143 246 389 

2004-05 36 153 189 45 217 262 81 370 451 

2005-06 21 120 141 51 152 203 72 272 344 

2006-07 34 111 145 52 216 268 86 327 413 

2007-08 4 60 64 25 79 104 29 139 168 

2008-09 24 99 123 31 137 168 55 236 291 

2009-10 21 102 123 26 83 109 47 185 232 

2010-11 15 34 49 29 63 92 44 97 141 

2011-12 39 174 213 37 337 374 76 511 587 

2012-13 40 84 124 79 177 256 119 261 380 

2013-14 41 63 104 150 84 234 191 147 338 

2014-15 5 179 184 47 98 145 52 277 329 

2015-16 22 94 116 45 71 116 67 165 232 

AVERAGE 31 132 162 67 140 207 98 272 370 

 

Table 35.  Beaver harvest by pool and state in the McGregor District (Pools 9-11) during the 20-year period of record, 

as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 9 Pool 10 Pool 11 Pools 9-11 

IA MN WI TOTAL IA WI TOTAL IA WI TOTAL IA MN WI TOTAL 

1996-97 134 13 409 556 201 263 464 21 171 192 356 13 843 1,212 

1997-98 211 125 251 587 256 342 598 195 257 452 662 125 850 1,637 

1998-99 114 87 98 299 172 105 277 65 76 141 351 87 279 717 

1999-00 150 46 59 255 106 93 199 73 158 231 329 46 310 685 

2000-01 49 84 54 187 62 84 146 1 75 76 112 84 213 409 

2001-02 107 57 111 275 137 201 338 44 108 152 288 57 420 765 

2002-03 87 34 76 197 49 43 92 16 86 102 152 34 205 391 

2003-04 114 45 20 179 107 84 191 7 120 127 228 45 224 497 

2004-05 91 69 84 244 34 105 139 26 101 127 151 69 290 510 

2005-06 134 63 288 485 115 161 276 0 174 174 249 63 623 935 

2006-07 134 73 335 542 120 126 246 29 346 375 283 73 807 1,163 

2007-08 98 63 69 230 22 19 41 1 33 34 121 63 121 305 

2008-09 65 48 142 255 123 5 128 0 77 77 188 48 224 460 

2009-10 96 74 258 428 31 36 67 0 40 40 127 74 334 535 

2010-11 45 22 99 166 15 7 22 0 59 59 60 22 165 247 

2011-12 344 147 324 815 108 118 226 82 112 194 534 147 554 1,235 

2012-13 149 21 275 445 123 128 251 25 98 123 297 21 501 819 

2013-14 136 42 103 281 31 24 55 13 26 39 180 42 153 375 

2014-15 92 5 204 301 25 67 92 25 15 40 142 5 286 433 

2015-16 146 27 129 302 46 12 58 0 73 73 192 27 214 433 

AVERAGE 125 57 169 351 94 101 195 31 110 141 250 57 381 688 
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Table 36.  Beaver harvest by pool and state in the Savanna District (Pools 12-14) during the 20-year period of record, 

as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season 
Pool 12 Pool 13 Pool 14 Pools 12-14 

IA IL WI TOTAL IA IL TOTAL IA IL TOTAL IA IL WI TOTAL 

1996-97 6 78 0 84 123 135 258 23 11 34 152 224 0 376 

1997-98 41 172 0 213 115 75 190 34 0 34 190 247 0 437 

1998-99 32 65 0 97 117 48 165 29 0 29 178 113 0 291 

1999-00 20 41 2 63 148 105 253 22 0 22 190 146 2 338 

2000-01 10 48 0 58 145 194 339 10 19 29 165 261 0 426 

2001-02 53 76 0 129 182 66 248 29 16 45 264 158 0 422 

2002-03 17 45 0 62 48 67 115 29 8 37 94 120 0 214 

2003-04 27 95 0 122 77 124 201 17 21 38 121 240 0 361 

2004-05 10 86 0 96 73 138 211 26 16 42 109 240 0 349 

2005-06 65 68 0 133 189 79 268 57 0 57 311 147 0 458 

2006-07 28 82 0 110 139 141 280 33 0 33 200 223 0 423 

2007-08 18 51 4 73 91 31 122 25 9 34 134 91 4 229 

2008-09 30 54 0 84 67 46 113 20 7 27 117 107 0 224 

2009-10 8 91 1 100 44 14 58 6 15 21 58 120 1 179 

2010-11 21 19 0 40 61 21 82 22 8 30 104 48 0 152 

2011-12 29 73 8 110 69 35 104 37 0 37 135 108 8 251 

2012-13 41 65 0 106 45 197 242 38 19 57 124 281 0 405 

2013-14 23 26 0 49 37 86 123 13 7 20 73 119 0 192 

2014-15 8 39 0 47 40 64 104 7 4 11 55 107 0 162 

2015-16 43 48 1 92 24 87 111 26 0 26 93 135 1 229 

AVERAGE 27 66 1 93 92 88 179 25 8 33 143 162 1 306 
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Appendix J:  River Otter Harvest 

Table 37.  River otter caught (legally harvested, turned over to a Conservation Officer, or released alive) by state on 

the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports.  L = Otter 

legally harvested/tagged, T = Otter turned over to a Conservation Officer, R = Otter released alive. 

Trapping Season 
IOWA ILLINOIS MINNESOTA WISCONSIN  TOTAL (4 STATES) 

L T R TOTAL L T R TOTAL L T R TOTAL L T R TOTAL L T R TOTAL 

1996-97 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 9 1 0 10 9 2 0 11 

1997-98 0 2 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 4 0 4 27 1 0 28 27 8 0 35 

1998-99 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 4 15 1 1 17 15 5 2 22 

1999-00 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 2 0 12 10 3 0 13 

2000-01 0 1 0 1 0 3 0 3 0 0 1 1 9 1 10 20 9 5 11 25 

2001-02 0 6 0 6 0 3 0 3 0 1 1 2 24 2 0 26 24 12 1 37 

2002-03 0 1 5 6 0 2 0 2 0 3 0 3 12 0 3 15 12 6 8 26 

2003-04 0 5 3 8 0 2 0 2 0 1 0 1 21 10 4 35 21 18 7 46 

2004-05 0 3 1 4 0 6 0 6 0 2 0 2 7 11 2 20 7 22 3 32 

2005-06 0 10 1 11 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 4 15 6 0 21 15 20 1 36 

2006-07 10 1 14 25 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 4 1 16 21 5 15 41 

2007-08 7 5 0 12 0 3 2 5 5 0 0 5 4 0 0 4 16 8 2 26 

2008-09 12 0 1 13 0 0 2 2 4 0 0 4 1 5 0 6 17 5 3 25 

2009-10 4 6 0 10 0 3 0 3 5 2 0 7 3 8 2 13 12 19 2 33 

2010-11 5 2 0 7 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 2 5 6 9 20 11 9 9 29 

2011-12 9 1 0 10 0 0 0 0 8 1 1 10 11 6 8 25 28 8 9 45 

2012-13 0 1 2 3 7 0 0 7 6 0 0 6 5 11 19 35 18 12 21 51 

2013-14 8 0 0 8 5 0 0 5 8 1 0 9 4 4 1 9 25 5 1 31 

2014-15 1 0 0 1 4 0 0 4 1 0 0 1 7 2 0 9 13 2 0 15 

2015-16 2 2 2 6 4 0 2 6 2 3 0 5 7 2 0 9 15 7 4 26 

AVERAGE 3 2 2 7 1 1 0 2 2 1 0 4 10 4 3 18 16 9 5 30 

 

Table 38.  River otter caught (legally harvested, turned over to a Conservation Officer, or released alive) by pool on 

the refuge during the 20-year period of record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports 

Trapping Season 

Pool 
Refuge 
TOTAL 

Pool 
4 

Pool 
5 

Pool 
5A 

Pool 
6 

Pool 
7 

Pool 
8 

Pool 
9 

Pool 
10 

Pool 
11 

Pool 
12 

Pool 
13 

Pool 
14 

1996-97 2 0 0 0 1 2 3 0 3 0 0 0 11 

1997-98 4 2 3 2 2 5 6 5 5 1 0 0 35 

1998-99 3 2 4 1 2 6 2 0 2 0 0 0 22 

1999-00 0 1 0 2 3 2 0 1 3 0 1 0 13 

2000-01 2 1 0 0 2 1 11 1 3 1 3 0 25 

2001-02 3 2 1 1 6 3 6 6 4 5 0 0 37 

2002-03 1 1 3 1 7 2 6 0 2 2 1 0 26 

2003-04 1 5 2 0 6 1 5 14 6 3 3 0 46 

2004-05 0 4 2 2 4 2 6 2 1 5 3 1 32 

2005-06 1 5 0 1 2 0 10 2 7 5 3 0 36 

2006-07 0 1 0 0 2 2 16 4 7 0 8 1 41 

2007-08 0 2 2 1 0 1 1 3 4 3 9 0 26 

2008-09 0 0 1 1 1 3 6 4 0 5 2 2 25 

2009-10 0 7 0 0 1 3 5 4 2 5 6 0 33 

2010-11 0 3 1 0 0 4 4 9 4 2 2 0 29 

2011-12 2 5 2 1 3 7 12 4 4 2 3 0 45 

2012-13 1 3 1 1 1 6 17 6 1 8 6 0 51 

2013-14 2 3 2 0 2 6 5 1 0 3 4 3 31 

2014-15 2 2 0 1 0 3 2 0 0 3 2 0 15 

2015-16 2 1 0 1 1 6 3 1 0 6 5 0 26 

AVERAGE 1 3 1 1 2 3 6 3 3 3 3 0 30 
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Appendix K:  Other Furbearer Harvest 

Table 39.  Refuge harvest of other furbearers (opossum, coyote, skunk, red fox, gray fox, and badger) during the 20-

year period of record, as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping Season Opossum Coyote Skunk Red Fox Gray Fox Badger 

1996-97 396 7 23 17 0 0 

1997-98 300 2 15 9 0 0 

1998-99 375 4 15 9 0 0 

1999-00 263 4 6 7 0 0 

2000-01 169 10 6 16 0 0 

2001-02 108 3 12 10 0 0 

2002-03 320 0 4 17 0 0 

2003-04 395 1 17 4 0 0 

2004-05 439 3 16 22 0 0 

2005-06 227 3 7 6 0 0 

2006-07 609 20 15 13 0 0 

2007-08 370 8 3 6 0 0 

2008-09 132 9 6 3 0 1 

2009-10 108 1 6 3 0 0 

2010-11 105 5 7 0 0 0 

2011-12 132 1 11 0 0 0 

2012-13 296 8 1 0 0 0 

2013-14 200 7 10 1 0 0 

2014-15 31 4 4 0 1 0 

2015-16 25 4 1 0 0 0 

AVERAGE 250 5 9 7 0 0 
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Appendix L:  Other Animals 

Table 40.  Other animals caught in traps on the refuge during the 20-year period of record that were dead when the 

trapper arrived or were dispatched by the trapper (numbers in parentheses indicate animals that were released 

alive), as reported by trappers in mandatory fur catch reports. 

Trapping 
Season 

Squirrel Cat Dog Turtle Fish Duck Goose Coot Grebe 
Great 
Blue 

Heron 

Sandhill 
Crane 

Norway 
Rat 

Rabbit Mouse 

1996-97 10 7 0 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 

1997-98 6 5 0 8 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 

1998-99 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 

1999-00 4 2 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 

2000-01 0 5 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2001-02 0 1 1 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 30 

2002-03 0 6 0 2 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 

2003-04 1 1 0 6 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2004-05 0 3 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2005-06 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2006-07 5 2 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

2007-08 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2008-09 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2009-10 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2010-11 0 0 0 1 (1) 4 3 1 8 (9) 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2011-12 2 2 0 1 1 3 2 1 0 0 0 1 (1) 0 

2012-13 0 (1) 0 (1) 0 5 1 1 0 0 1 (1) 0 0 0 

2013-14 0 6 0 1 (5) 0 3 0 0 0 (1) 0 0 0 0 

2014-15 3 0 0 (1) 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2015-16 0 1 0 0 0 6 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 
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