
When will the draft EA be ready?
We are planning to have the draft ready 
for review and comment by late spring 
2014. Once completed, the draft EA will 
be available for public review. 

Once the draft EA is complete, 
the Service will host a public open 
house and listening session to solicit 
comments on the range of
alternatives presented in the document. 
We will also host a tour of the main 
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house building at Timber Point in the 
spring. 

What has the Service done so far?
Oak Point Associates, a Biddeford 
engineering firm, conducted a 
comprehensive condition assessment of 
all roofed structures on the Service’s 
Timber Point property in late 2012. 
Because of the unique architecture 
of the buildings and their significant 
place in local history, the Timber Point 

estate is in a nomination process for the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

In June 2013, the Service initiated an 
environmental review in accordance 
with NEPA to evaluate options for 
future uses of the buildings and 
structures at Timber Point. Public 
involvement was sought to identify 
issues of concern during initial scoping, 
which began in June 2013 and continued 
until August 31.

Newspaper articles, a media release 
from June 2013, direct mail and 
appeal to neighbors, conservation 

Where are we in the EA process?
The Service follows certain steps while preparing an EA, as required under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The NEPA process is used 
to make informed decisions based on an understanding of environmental 
impacts, and it offers opportunities for the public to be involved in the 
process. These are the steps in the NEPA process:

1. Preplanning: Plan the plan
2.  Initiate public involvement and scoping
3.  Review vision statement and goals and determine significant issues
4.  Develop and analyze alternatives including the proposed action
5. Prepare a draft EA document (We are here in the process)
6. Publish draft EA and receive public comments
7. Publish final EA
8. Implement EA action items

Main house at Timber Point
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service purchased the 157-acre Timber Point and Timber Island property in December 2011. 
Funding for the $5.2 million property came from Land and Water Conservation Fund dollars and private donations in excess 
of $2 million.  Mostly undisturbed habitat, Timber Point is a valuable addition to Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge, 
providing feeding and resting areas for various species of shorebirds, hiking trails, and opportunities for kayaking, fishing 
and wildlife observation. The refuge conserves salt marshes for migratory birds and provides unique opportunities for people 
to connect with nature. 

There are many remaining structures on Timber Point, including a 14-bedroom house built in 1931. The Service is currently 
working on an environmental assessment, also known as an EA, regarding the future of the buildings and structures. 



organizations, and on-site postings were 
used to collect input.  The first building 
tour was conducted on July 9, 2013, 
and an open house was held on July 11, 
2013. 

We have not made any decisions 
regarding the buildings at Timber 
Point. We are developing alternatives 
to address the wide range of input we 
received during public scoping. Only 
after completing the NEPA process and 
publishing a final EA, will we make any 
decisions and implement any actions. 

What are the next steps?
We are currently developing the draft 
EA. Information from the open house, 
building tour, internal review and 
responses to our direct solicitation 
guided us in developing management 
alternatives in the draft EA.
Once the draft is complete, the plan will 
be available for comment for 30 days. 
We will evaluate all issues raised in the 
scoping process in the final EA. 
 
What is happenning at Timber Point 
now?
In January, we welcomed two new 
Maine Conservation Corps members to 
the refuge staff, who will be with us for 
the year. They have already started to 

discover just how much Rachel Carson 
National Wildlife Refuge has to offer, 
including doing some exploring of their 
own out on the Timber Point trail, 
where they found a flock of eastern 
bluebirds, a pileated woodpecker, and 
even a seal floating down the water on a 
drift of ice!

Be sure to get out and see for yourself 
what this spectacular piece of land has 
to offer.

The Refuge 
Rachel Carson National Wildlife 
Refuge was established in 1966 in 
cooperation with the State of Maine 
to protect valuable salt marshes 
and estuaries for migratory birds. 
The refuge consists of eleven refuge 
divisions protecting a total of 5,549 
acres of coastal wetlands and upland 
habitat. All divisions lie along 50 
miles of the southern Maine coastline, 
encompassing the coastal communities 
of Kittery, York, Ogunquit, Wells, 
Kennebunk, Kennebunkport, 
Biddeford, Saco, Old Orchard Beach, 
Scarborough, Cape Elizabeth and 
Eliot, within York and Cumberland 
Counties. Refuge divisions lie within 
the Gulf of Maine watershed. The 
refuge’s proximity to the coast, along 
with its transitional position between 
the southern deciduous forests and the 
northern boreal forests creates unique 
biodiversity found nowhere else in 
Maine. 

Wildlife viewing opportunities along 
Timber Point Trail. The trail was 
designated as a National Recreation 
Trail in June 2013. 
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Volunteer opportunities
This spring and summer we will 
need your help! We are looking 
forward to another beach clean up, 
trail maintenance, and removing 
more invasive plants. To become a 
refuge volunteer, send an email to 
rachelcarson@fws.gov or call Sarah 
Fensore at 207/646 9226 ext. 33.

Where can I get more information?

For more information on Timber Point, 
the refuge or the Service’s planning 
process, please contact us at 
rachel_carson@fws.gov, via mail or 
phone, or stopping by the refuge. 

Refuge contact information:
Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge
321 Port Road
Wells Maine 04090
207/646 9226 Telephone
www.fws.gov/refuge/rachel_carson

Federal Relay Service
for the deaf and hard-of-hearing
1 800/457 1220

Eastern bluebird
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