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Volunteers take a break from  their task as weed warriors 

The wildlife habitat at Timber 

Point in Biddeford, Maine is get-

ting some much required tender 

loving care. Rachel Carson Nation-

al Wildlife Refuge’s (NWR) volun-

teers have been making some won-

derful progress eradicating inva-

sives within the 98 acre property. 

Invasive wisteria vine, chinese 

privet, burning bush trees, honey 

suckle, and barberry were removed 

to free up resources for native 

plants. Nearly 150 types of birds 

inhabit the point’s forest and wet-

lands, making it an ideal area for 

conservation. From avid bird-

watchers to those who have newly 

found a love for nature can join a 

guided tour by Steve Norris and 

Sue  Keefer, two refuge volunteers. 

Walks take place on the 1.4 mile 

scenic nature trail which had re-

cently received special designation 

as a National Recreation Trail. The 

trail is open daily from dawn to 

dusk and guided tours take place on 

Friday and Sunday mornings at 

8:00 am. Excellent opportu-

nities for viewing and pho-

tographing Maine’s great 

plethora of wildlife, includ-

ing many rare and endan-

gered species can be had at 

Timber Point. This rare 

gem of mostly undisturbed 

habitat along the southern 

coastline of Maine, histori-

cally is home to not only 

amazing plant and wildlife, but also 

former owners who built a house 

on this property. The house and 

other buildings are now going 

through a formal service process 

with help from the State  

Maine Representatives cutting ribbon to open new 

1.4 mile trail. 



Historic Preservation Officer, to 

determine the eligibility of being 

listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places. This listing deter-

mination is anticipated by Novem-

ber 2013. Under contract with the 

Service, Oak Point Associates of 

Biddeford completed a draft com-

prehension condition assessment 

of the significant structures on the 

Timber Point property. This docu-

ment was provided to interested 

parties and partners, and comments 

were sought by May 10, 2013. 

Public scoping meetings were held 

in Kennebunkport on July 11th 

from 1:00-3:00 pm and 6:00-8:00 

pm. Meetings took place at the of-

fices of Kennebunkport Conserva-

tion Trust. The first of two guided 

tours was held on July 9th. The 

open house was very well re-

ceived, bringing in those with his-

toric ties to the property as well as 

those who are interested in what 

will happen in the future. Com-

ments collected during those 

events are currently being sur-

veyed to help scope future ideas 

for the historic buildings. The 

scoping comment period will close 

on August 31st, 2013. The public 

will be asked for their input on the 

services alternatives, which are 

scheduled to be available by the 

end of the year.  
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Harbor seal hauled out on a seaweed covered rock.   Sue Keefer, refuge volunteer, begins a guided tour with 

refuge visitors.  

Youth conservation 

corps members relax 

on the new bench 

they installed along 

the Timber Point 

trail. 


