NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
AND DRAFT COMPATIBILITY DETERMINATION

RIGHT-OF-WAY EXPANSION FOR REPLACEMENT OF DECATUR UTILITIES
STRATFORD ROAD WASTEWATER LIFT STATION

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) and the National Wildlife Refuge Improvement Act of 1997, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) announces the availability of a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and Draft Compatibility Determination (CD) regarding the proposed expansion of an existing right-of-way for replacement of Decatur Utilities Stratford Road Wastewater Lift Station within Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge.

The purpose of this EA is to determine the potential effects of the proposed demolition of the existing Stratford Road Wastewater Lift Station and construction of a new lift station  and measures to mitigate potential effects.

The Service develops a CD to facilitate evaluation of proposed uses, including anticipated impacts and stipulations necessary to insure compatibility.  Prior to allowing this use on the refuge, Federal law requires that the Service first determine that the proposed activity is a compatible use.  A compatible use is a proposed or existing wildlife-dependent recreational use or any other use of a National Wildlife Refuge that, based on sound professional judgment, will not materially interfere with or detract from the fulfillment of the purposes for which the refuge was established and the mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System.

The Service would like to know what you think of this proposed refuge use.  All comments received within 30 days following the date of this notice will be considered in finalizing this EA and CD.  We hope to make a final decision on this proposed use within 30 days following closure of the public comment period.

The Draft EA and CD are available online at www.fws.gov/refuge/wheeler or may be obtained at the Refuge Office or Visitor Center, both located off Alabama Highway 67 in Decatur, Alabama.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Comments must be submitted in writing and received not later than October 9, 2015.  Comments may be submitted electronically to wheeler@fws.gov with “Stratford Road Lift Station Replacement” noted in the subject line; or via regular mail to:

Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge Complex
Attn: Stratford Road Lift Station Replacement
2700 Refuge HQ Road
Decatur, AL  35603
