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This image, taken summer 2011,
shows the visitor center and museum
completely surrounded by water. The
center was only accessible by boat for
several months. It sustained
significant damaged to the heating, air
conditioning, climate control and
ventilation systems that are housed in
the basement. The main floor did not
flood and reopened to the public on
January 22, 2012.
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After looking into various options, the
decision was made to lease space in
the “temporary” warehouse, set up
security and environmental controls,
and house the collection there until the
time came to return it to the DeSoto
Visitor Center.

The Steamboat Bertrand Collection is a nationally
significant archeological collection. There are
guidelines refuge staff follow to keep the collection
properly stored and curated. While in the secure
off-site storage facility museum staff and
volunteers are sorting, inventorying, cataloging,
photographing and repacking the museum artifacts.

This complete inventory is long overdue and space
at the warehouse facility will allow for this
important work to be completed.

Cataloging a museum collection is a time
consuming process. It involves writing a detailed
written description of each artifact, taking
measurements including height, width, length,
weight, and high quality digital photographs of the
artifacts from multiple angles.

All of this information goes into a computerized
cataloging system. For the first time as a result of
this effort, each artifact will have its own catalog
record. The catalog record includes information
such as where the artifact was found on the
Bertrand, what conservation treatments it has had,
whether it has ever been on display or loan and
where it is currently found.

When the Bertrand Collection cataloging and
inventory effort is complete, it will provide a
computerized database of all objects. This will
make it easier to find artifacts for researchers and
the interested public. It will also allow for the
museum staff to easily complete required
inventories and reports.

For more information about DeSoto and Boyer
Chute National Wildlife Refuges, find us on
Facebook (search DeSoto and Boyer Chute

National Wildlife Refuges) or visit our
websites at www.fws.gov/refuge/Desoto/ and

www.fws.gov/midwest/boyerchute/
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