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 2015-2016 HUNTING SEASONS ANNOUNCED FOR  
SANTEE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE  

 
Summerton, S.C....Santee National Wildlife Refuge announces the opening of the Refuge for public 
hunting of white-tailed deer and raccoon during the seasons listed below.  
 
The deer hunt schedule begins with the special lottery deer hunts on the Bluff Unit beginning on 
October 2nd as listed below.  These special hunts, called “Family, Friends, and Kids Hunts” are an 
effort to encourage adults to share an outdoor experience with kids by bringing a child hunting with 
them – spending more time together outdoors.  Additional information on how-to apply for these hunts 
will be available soon and will be posted on our website along with our annual hunting brochure.  
Cuddo and Pine Island Unit hunts will be running from Monday through Saturday only, as listed 
below.  Please see the Refuge brochure for specific information on these hunts (website address noted 
below). 
 
For the safety of all Refuge visitors, Refuge units that are open to public deer hunts are closed to 
general public access during designated hunt periods.  
 
Four managed hunts for white-tailed deer will be held on the Refuge in 2015 as follows:   
 

Bluff Unit Family, Friends, Kids; October 02-03, and 09-10, 2015  
Cuddo Unit Archery Only; October 12-17, 2015 
Pine Island Unit Primitive Weapons Only; October 19-24, 2015 
Cuddo Unit Primitive Weapons Only; October 26-31, 2015 
 

Bluff Unit - Family Friendly Hunts (Quota) 
 
Quota Hunt Application - Applications should be available on August 14, 2015 and MUST be received 
by September 13, 2015 to be eligible.  Additional information on how-to apply for these hunts will also 
be posted on our website:  http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Santee  or by calling the Refuge Headquarters at 
the number listed above (Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.) or by written request to 
Santee NWR, 2125 Fort Watson Road, Summerton, SC 29148.  
 
Hunters are advised to study a copy of current regulations before hunting on the Refuge. Any questions 
regarding permitted activities and all requests for information about hunting, fishing, and other public 
use programs should be directed to: Refuge Manager, Santee National Wildlife Refuge, 2125 Fort 

http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Santee


Watson Road, Summerton, SC 29148. Information may also be obtained by calling (803) 478-2217. 
Hunters may also find additional information on the Refuge website at: http://www.fws.gov/santee  
 
Hunter Education Classes: 
 
In cooperation with the South Carolina DNR, two hunter education classes will be held at the Santee 
NWR Visitor Center on Saturday, September 5th 2015 and Saturday, September 26th, 2015.  The South 
Carolina Hunter Education Class is recommended for motivated students 12 years of age and older 
with good reading and comprehension skills, and may have some firearm and hunting knowledge or 
experience. Course materials are on a 6th-grade reading level. For additional information or to register, 
please contact the SCDNR by calling 1-800-830-2268 or visit:  
http://www.register-ed.com/programs/42?zip=29148&distance=10 
 
Santee National Wildlife Refuge was established in 1941 as a sanctuary for migratory birds. The 
Refuge encompasses approximately 13,000 acres of habitat along the banks of Lake Marion in four 
separate units, and has approximately 39 miles of shoreline to maintain. The Refuge visitor center as 
well as the Santee Indian Mound and site of Fort Watson are located on the Bluff Unit, 7 miles south 
of Summerton on Hwy 15/301. For questions about the Refuge, please contact 803-478-2217 or visit 
http://www.fws.gov/santee 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is committed to providing access to these events for all 
participants.  Persons needing reasonable accommodations in order to attend and participate in this 
event should contact the Refuge Manager at 803-478-2217 or Marcie_Kapsch@fws.gov.  In order to 
allow sufficient time to process requests, please contact us at least two (2) weeks prior to the event. 
 
The mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System is working with others to conserve, protect and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. For 
more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov.  
 

National Wildlife Refuges…Where Wildlife Comes Naturally!  
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