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Lnguished Guests 'adiesvand'Gentlemen:

leasure and a: sense of»privilege that I greet you on behalf of

nd the. Department ;the Interior. It is quite fitting that we

beautiful . spot’ alongside ‘the Bitterroot River to pay tribute to
efuge is named-—Le Metcalf.
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: "~ that continues to make a
uality of ourgliv $ 7~Th1s place——the 2, 700 acres of Lee Metcalf
efuge-—is part of thi legacy he left to us and- for future gener—'

r a few minute 3 ’d like us to consider the Met\dlf legacy and

its meaning for our - future as individuals and collectively as a ‘atlon

" When you ask the man . on. the street in Montana What he remembers .best about Lee Mettail,

he will likely tel“:you what a logger“working out of Missoula said not too long ago..

'”Metcalf,V the logger said
hard to make a'living.
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attests to the ‘ uth of this man 's Words.‘ From the time he first
U.S. House of Representatives in 1952 and the U.S. Senate in 1960
death in January, moreé . than a year ago now, Lee Metcalf served. on
ttees and warked ‘on. legislation which fostered _programs ‘to benefdt
of Montana;andftheVNation".;,' ﬁ' . -

ngressional dvocate of measures designed to give consumers a more
Government. He joined in- legislative efforts to require truth in
ing and lending rates. - .- , -

t”skill;and ability and the courage to act on

bl intelligence
beliefsa
w that wellbeing'depends now and in the future on the wisest ‘use
urces.f,_ . - S e

.grea

son’ of Wisconsin has said that Lee Metcalf was
o foresaw this Nation 'S crises in natural resources, environmental
rgy.' And he: was | one of a handful of . legislators who, early in

conservation and environmental protection legislation.

The wellbeing of: the puﬁlic he served was 'his greatest -

"one of only ‘a few N

t became fashionable or politically acceptable, . spoke out strongly



It was in”1956;‘ adies and gentlemen, that Lee Metcalf 1nstigated the comprehenslve
study of the effects of pesticides ‘on fish ‘and wildlife. A part of this funded
some of Rachel Carson's work: ;jHer book SILENT ‘SPRING, was one result; and what
happened in. this country after‘lts publication——another part. of the Metcalf legacy.,

-

Take the time before you leave this:refuge today to observe the -osprey nesting here.
The comeback of this magnificent ‘bird is. only recent; we rarely have opportunity to
see one, much legs the several: ‘here 'lThe osprey was saved.when ptstl01des like DDT
were banned from! igeneral use. When:the osprey goes" flshing today, it is mot likely
to ingest.: polsoned run— off from fields intozstreams. As a consequance, 1t lays .
normal eggs ' from |which: young os\ t ather than the thin-shelled eggs that
broke or cracked before hatchln rears when DDT was w)dLIv~u~Ld

It was'in 1956 tco that Lee.Me Lealfsponsor diw1lderness preservatlon ltglslatlon
which eventually was enacted in_th Wilderness Act ‘of '1964. Under provisions of
this Act,. special areas are protected from exploitatlon...prtselved in thelr natural
state.' TN o . ]

For years he fought for the‘Montan 3Wilderness Study Act and was especially proud
~when it was passed in 1977. . It provides:for detailed study of nine ‘parcels of wild
land in Montana totalling 973 OOO,acres. ‘This legislation, in his own words, is
”designed to force Montanans.,'to step back and take a sober look at where we are
going. s SRS Cre -

In defense of this Act in’ 1973 he said ”If...small western Montana communities are
to have a stable. future,’some restraint will simply have to be implemented... Many
communities in: odr State may, wake.. pflS ‘or 20 years from mow to find the timber gone,
the mills elosed, “small trout . streaﬁs barrefl and siltladen, tourists repelled by N
- visually disturbing clearcuts, a 'erosion and flooding heightened by damage to the
-‘watershed vgj?__z.ofy_,:“_,t ; .

U S I suggest that perhaps his greatest contribution to our - times’ as well ‘as to our

o Nation's future was his constant and strong insistence that we step back. to look
I soberly at where we are.going, Senator Metcalf fully realized that no man or creature
4 e lives unto himself or: itself but that We are all interdependent. ' ' :

What Lee Metcalf knew all alongv_s becoming very clear to many more of us today——wev
can survive only las we insist-o 'the'b st use and conservation of our basic natural
resources.y TR e :

Nowhere was'Lee'Metcalf's dedication to the conservation ethic more apparent than in
his work on’the'Migratory Bird' Conservation Comm1381on. Senator Metcalf served for
14 years on thls Commission, whichdis celebrating its 50th anniversary this. year.
Made up of the’ Secretary of ‘th “Inteérior as the .Chairman, the Secretaries of Agri-
culture and Transportation, four ‘members of . the U. S. Congress and a member of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) ‘the Commission oversees acqui81tion of land for the
National wildlife| refuge system; : LT e '

The Commission wal’ created by the Migratory Bird Conservation Act, passed at a time

\ )-. in our history whbn the future of‘migratory waterfowl seemed most uncertain. As you
know, wetlands or marshy areas ‘are”crucial to waterfowl for breeding, resting during

long migration’ flights, and surviving winters. ‘Yet millions of - these marshy acres - . .

have been drained|, filled and plantedvto crops.; : _ R : S
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rought of the thlrties dried swamps and ponds throubhout key
regions, some . farsighted Americans stepped back for that sober
re headed. .They: ‘took action’ before the comblnation of drainage -
nd one of mnature’s.repeat rituals in this POUQLTV " 1'm talking
e we. thrill- to'each fall: and spring whon millivns of Jucks,

ds wing south,for the Winter and return nortn for thw summer.

From the procnedq of sales
h_went'into-th gratory Bird Conservation Fund, members of the
prove’ purchase;or lease of large land tracts needed by migrating
w11dlife. ‘Some “of " the: Commi851on s earl -—approved purchases

ne to ‘ten dollars per: acre ’fAt that kind of - cost, areas as large
ght be acquired, ‘ B -

else;:itrSeemeL uisition'of land for refuges has become a
business. During the time the Lee Metcalf was a member of ‘the
ervation Commissi ;;negotiations to buy one to 10,000 acres for
ight take ashlong as ten years, Moreover, at .the greatly- :
acre,: the Commission had its work cut.-out for it to be sure “that
ing’ its money s, worth ‘and that the land purchases made were in th(
he wildlife resources to be served

hOW'seriouslyZSenator Metcalf viewed this respon81bility when we

ver missed even one-of’ the fifty meetings of the Commission during

vice on 4it, from- 1961 .to 1975. 1In that time, -the Commission approve

000 acres of 1and ‘and the creation of 43 new refuges—--including

s additions to many-others. . This. refuge, certainly not one of the
certainly one of great quality and natural beauty, was renamed )

t year.f. :

articularly appropriate,lconsidering his legacy of stewardship of
ources. - I'm told that Senator Metcalf was amazed by the changes
alley over. the years, from the time when he relished living here
man to. those times! when he .came back to refresh mind and spirit
our Country s most‘respected legislators.

vNone of .us knows what further changes the future Will bring, to the Bitterroot Valley.-

that here, on’ the 2, 7OQ acres of Lee Metcalf National Wildlife
will remain a. haven fﬂr_wild creatures,. pretty much as it was when

expedition traversed it'and the Flathedd- Indians ritualistically
ot for nourishment '

1. Wildlife Refuge isg" one'of 390 located throughout our country
les in the: preservation of our Nation's wildlife heritage. The
efuge system 1tself is part of Senator Metcalf's legacy to our:

ajorvconservation ‘als in mind at the time he left us~-establish-’

ment of the Great Rear Wilderness_in no thwestern Montana, the Absaroka—Beartooth
Wilderness just notith ¢ -

in Alaska.’ He had
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- Lee Metcalf’s ‘love ‘of the natural resources of our
- sider Well how we use them. " Let. me share with you
e mean/to meet ur'responsibilltles in Alaska.

: Instead}our side won big. Now the matter awalit:

ur ‘system ‘of checks and balances provides our.
tecting the publiv nterest. President Carter and Secretary Andrus.
‘they are’ w1lling to use the Executive authorities which exist, in
hat 1ast“untouc e 'orehouse of natural and cultural treasures. y

any.doubt abo t the President's determinatlon he dispelled it last

e. withdrew about 56 million ‘acres of the public interest lands -and .
onal Monuments under ‘the Antiquitles Act of 1906. Thirteen of. the

d National Parks, two were proposed wildlife Refuges, and two were
est . Wilderness areas.r The - Antiquities Act does not provide for ‘such
hey must remain,pe anent monuments until Congress provides otherwiSu

Carter s dlrection, we ‘are’ moving forward with the work necessary
drawals 'into. the Wildlife Refuge System of the rest of the lands in
roposals——roughly 50 million acres. - These proposals would become
the: System under Section 204(e) of the Federal Land Policy and

so known as the LM Organic Act.

ve been complete_ _-By fall we should be ready to begln the final
n what we had‘hoped to achieve through legislation.‘

belng forced to ke’ this route ‘means there can be no legal sport
ional Monument:areas this fall--unless Congress completes the action
Had the. legislation become law, many of these lands would have
rves 4~a category;created to afford them Monument protection bug
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nas not been so-many years 81nce i would have been unthinkable to propose

lh vast env1ronmental consequences as the Alaska bills.,

ively recent times that Congress has had 1ts sensibilities
high degree. We can only b@ thankful that Lee Metcalf was
that “in his more’ than ar quarter century of service to the
~]11being, he ' taught us: ‘the meaning of the conservation ethic.
and colleague in the U S. Senate, Iennings Randolph of West

4etcalf -1t isifot difficult to prOJect what rewards his. ..

ress will bring to: America in the years ahead. He was a tireless
ur:. Nation '§ natural heritage for succeeding

This g'ltle man from Montana 1oved thu Earth and all

and enjoy.'
s,

E ladies and gentlemen, as our young people, whom he called this

Nation's greatest-natural resource,’ visit this refuge and in turn send their children,
the refuge will rempin to educate’ them to the enduring legacy left us by Lee Metcalf.

. (unveils plaque, whiich reads:

Senator Lee Metcalf

is reflected here.)|.

Suggested Rema
Ceremony Honot

Submitted by ¥
Denver, CO. -}

Lee Metcalf National Wildlife Refuge dedicated to
1911 -.1978, a. natlve ‘Montanan whose commitment to conservation
This plaque will be a permanent part of the refuge.

rks for Assistant Secretary Robert L. Herbst for - : e,
ing Lee Metcalf' 7/29/79 Stevensville, Montana. :
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