[bookmark: _GoBack]Update on Road Work Occurring on Assabet River and Oxbow National Wildlife Refuges

Refuge staff have been working on repairing refuge service roads at Assabet River National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) and will be conducting similar repairs at the Oxbow NWR.  These roads were formerly utilized by the military when they conducted operations on these sites and have been providing access to areas within each refuge for refuge staff and emergency vehicle access.  Over time, the condition of these roads has severely degraded resulting in unsafe passage for visitors, staff and emergency vehicle access.  It is imperative we repair these areas before more erosion and degradation occur.  We ask for visitors to please abide temporary road closures and to recognize that these are service roads for refuge operations which need to be properly and safely maintained to allow for visitors to enjoy wildlife-dependent uses as well.  Below is a description of the type of work that has occurred and will be happening in the coming weeks. 

Assabet River NWR
Winterberry Way - we intend to mow approximately four to six feet on both sides of Winterberry Way from the tear drop parking around that junction’s with Carbary’s Trail to the east parking lot on Old Marlborough Road.  Staff will be avoiding the wetland area where Assabet Pulling Together will focus on pulling invasive plants.  We plan to only mow enough to knock back the brush and trees, the road will not be widened.  We then will repair and resurface those areas.

White Pond Road from entrance to North Gate parking -  we will be mowing and grading the sides of the White Pond Road entrance, and will be working with the Town of Stow Highway Department to re-grade the road, crown the road, create drainage swales for proper run off and coat with reclaimed asphalt millings.

Harry's Way -  the work on Harry's Way is not on our schedule for this year, but next year we hope to smooth the unpaved portion of the road and scrape the shoulders to remove intruding growth.  We will also mow and fill in low areas and resurface the area.

Oxbow NWR
Tank Road  - we plan to mow brush back on sides, install drainage in the traditionally flooded area before the first culvert if heading north, try to direct water off road and the access to the woodcock field on Riverside Trail.  This will include filling Iow areas, grading and crowning the road and resurface. 

We do not plan on reclaiming any other roads to their original width as we did on Taylor Way at Assabet River NWR as the needs for repair there were more significant than the other roads.  However, the actual opening will be widened by mowing the encroaching brush and keeping these maintained.

