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Endangered Species Recovery Champion

INEWS

Recently the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced the 2014 Endangered Species Recovery Champions.
Among them was Florence LaRiviere, who helped spearhead the movement to both create the San
Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge and expand the lands that it encompasses. The following story and
photos are adapted from a news release put out by Pam Bierce of the USFWS Pacific Southwest Region.

SACRAMENTO: The story of endangered species
conservation in the United States involves many heroes.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recognized 69 of these
heroes for their outstanding efforts to conserve and
protect endangered and threatened fish, wildlife and
plants by designating them 2014 Recovery Champions.
Among the award winners honored for their work from
the Pacific Southwest Region were two California
residents, Florence LaRiviere and Dr. Gary Wallace.

"If we want to sustain the diversity and abundance
of our nation's fish, wildlife and plants for future
generations, we have to find places for them to coexist
with humans on the landscape. That's why wildlife
conservation is as much about working with people as
it is about protecting animals and habitat," said U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service Director Dan Ashe. "The
leaders we honor as Recovery Champions understand
that crucial truth, and continue to build and strengthen
partnerships with community leaders and institutions
to make a real difference for imperiled wildlife."

Mrs. Florence LaRiviere is a Recovery Champion for
her extensive efforts towards the protection of the
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tidal marsh ecosystem of the San Francisco Bay and the
recovery of its associated species. In 1972, her personal
dedication was instrumental to the establishment of the
Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife
Refuge, the nation's first urban national wildlife refuge.
In 1985, she cofounded and led the Citizens’ Committee
to Complete the Refuge which tirelessly fought and
ultimately succeeded in more than doubling the size of
the refuge. Mrs. LaRiviere's pioneering efforts to
establish this first ever “friends” group in support of a
national wildlife refuge is a model for what a friends
group can accomplish.

“Florence and Gary are examples for all of us,” said
Ren Lohoefener, Regional Director of the Pacific
Southwest Region. “Their unselfish, long-term, and
unflagging efforts to protect and recover threatened and
endangered species serve the species, the environment,
and our future. It is a pleasure to recognize Gary and
Florence as champions of conservation.”

For information about the 2014 Recovery Champions,
please visit http://www.fws.gov/endangered/what-we-
do/recovery-champions/



Highlights from the Volunteer Banquet

Volunteer of the Year By paul Mueller, Volunteer Coordinator

During the Volunteer Appreciation
Banquet on March 28 the winners of the
Volunteer of the Year Award for the
complex were announced, Marge and
Larry Kastner of Redwood City.

Marge and Larry have often appeared
in the pages of this newsletter. Their story
is quite compelling because they helped
us anonymously for years. They have
walked the Peninsula bay trails since the
1980s, using a small wagon to haul out
trash. Brian and Katrina Higgins noticed
them working in 2011 and invited them to
become part of a group of like-minded
volunteers who are interested in
beautifying the trails that they enjoy for
recreation.

The Kastners often clock between 30 to
60 hours per month during the drier
weather seasons. They have recently
surpassed 2000 lifetime hours, each.
What is not known is how many hours the
two have given the refuge unofficially. It is

not a stretch to suspect that they would
have surpassed 10,000 hours, if not more.
It is also true that the Kastners continue
to volunteer unofficially cleaning up on
other bay trails that are not under the
jurisdiction of wildlife refuge.

Long overdue congratulations to
Marge and Larry Kastner. The trails and
many remote areas have been so much
improved because of your work. Everyone
who enjoys walking on the bay trails
should know your story. You are really
remarkable!

Youth Volunteer of the Year By Carmen Minch, Outdoor Recreation Planner

Our Youth Volunteer of the Year award was announced at the banquet. The lucky
recipient was Bryan Jung. Bryan began volunteering weekly at the Native Plant Nursery
for school requirements about three years ago and has stayed ever since.

Bryan has played an integral role in keeping the Native Plant Nursery and gardens

operating smoothly for the past few years. Bryan takes the initiative to find what needs
to be done and does it without having to be told. He fixes things that need repair,
including an old irrigation system that had not operated for 15 years. He installed the
irrigation system for the children’s and visitor center garden. Bryan also constructed new
shelves for the tool shed and reorganized it. He provides the heavy manual labor for June
and others such as hauling soil in wheelbarrows, sawing tree branches that fall across the
greenhouse tables, and lifting heavy bags of sand.

Bryan has also shown leadership
by assisting June with the influx of
# high  school Change  Project
volunteers. He shows the students
¥4 what needs to be done around the
B nursery and gardens, conducting
2] orientations and training them on
procedures and safety. In addition to
helping at the nursery, he has also
assisted Carmen in the Amazing
Refuge Race for two years.

Special Recognition Awards
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Environmental Education News

Eco-Educators Visit From Japan By Genie Moore, Environmental Education Center Director

One program of note for March was the led a talk about the salt ponds and geology translated background information into
group of visitors that the education staff of the area. Ranger Garcia then led the Japanese. It can be found on the Don
and interns hosted from Japan on March group to pond SF2 for a tour with Docent  Edwards SF Bay NWR website!
14th! San Jose State Intern Eri Culver is a  Jane Moss. Special thanks to Eri Culver, Intern; Colter
native Japanese speaker. She responded to This group led by Mr. Ogasawa has visited  Cook, Intern; Jose Garcia, FWS Staff; Jane
the group’s initial request. She created and  three times in the past and they were eager Moss, Volunteer; and Julie Kahrnoff,
translated information about the Refuge to return with new educators. In additionto  Watershed Watchers Coordinator for
System, San Francisco Bay National Wildlife ~ Eri's great work with this group, Eri assisting with the tour!

Refuge Complex and the Education
programs into Japanese.

She led the tour for the group of eight
Japanese eco-educators on a Saturday. She
started off with a slide show and then took
them on a habitat hike. She highlighted
activities that we conduct with school

children for the group. Ranger Jose Garcia
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#L itterati Exhibit By Genie Moore, Environmental Education Center Director, and Jeff Kirschner, Founder of Litterati

The #Litterati exhibit was on display at the Environmental cataloged, and discarded more than 100,000 pieces of litter.
Education Center from March—May. An art reception and talk Litterati was created by Kirschner after his family went for a
was hosted on April 21, the day before Earth Day, in hopes walk in the Oakland hills and encountered a plastic tub of kitty
that the “buzz” about Litterati would spread on social media litter dumped in a stream. His four-year-old daughter—baffled
on Earth Day. The reception was well attended with over 40 by what she saw—exclaimed, “Daddy, that doesn’t go there!”
guests viewing the exhibit and conversing with Jeff Kirschner,  which prompted Jeff to think more deeply about what he could
the creator of Litterati. In addition, Julie Kahrnoff was do to leave a more environmentally stable planet for his
interviewed for a Comcast special about #Litterati. Check it children. Drawing on his background in start-up technology,
out! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5sg6QhzIfM Kirschner envisioned a way to engage and inspire individuals to

So what is #Litterati? take action whenever they could, wherever they were.

Litterati: Using Technology to Clean the Planet presents This exhibition features photographs from locations around the
photographs from Litterati, a movement that combines world, taken by different members of the Litterati. The goal is also
environmental awareness with social media to inspire global to stop litter before it starts, and photographs of cigarette butts
change. The Litterati community has photographed, and fastfood containers are a stark reminder of the need for new

strategies for reaching the public who still
casually discard such items. Through keyword

tags, the project also documents the products
and brands that generate the most litter,
enabling Litterati to take a data-driven
approach towards smarter solutions. As Jeff
says, “Individually, one can make a difference.

| Together, we can create an impact.”
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| Vlnteer Specials

San Pablo Bay Field Trip

Cullinan Ranch Restoration

Friday, June 12, 11 am—12:30 pm

After 100 years, the Cullinan Ranch Unit of San Pablo ‘
Bay National Wildlife Refuge is now receiving tidal

flow from the bay. The levee breach has brought back
an incredible number of water birds in the winter.

Will spring do the same? Hear what the refuge hopes .

to accomplish with the restoration.
Led by Meg Marriott. N
RSVP: -
o Birds of a Feather

http://ftspb.eventbrite.com

/ Floek Yogether!
& Volunteer Social

Py Tuesday, June 30th 12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
The pavilion at the Alviso Environmental Education Center

Join us at the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife

,,‘ Refuge in Alviso for a volunteer social! This is a time to relax and
% enjoy the company of fellow refuge volunteers and staff while we

demonstrate our appreciation of your valuable service. Share

stories, and perhaps a tasty side dish! Appetizers/desserts are

welcome; food and drinks will be provided. This event is open to
all current volunteers.

Upcoming:
Antioch Field Trip

September 2015
TBA

For questions or to RSVP, please email Carolyn at
ee.hg.intern@gmail.com
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qunteer Opportunities

Trail Use Survey

Coyote Creek Lagoon in Fremont

We are looking for volunteers to count trail users on a
data sheet.

Dates and Hours:

Sundays: August 2,9, 16, 23,30 8am-10am
Tuesdays: Aug4,11,18,25 11am-1pm
Thursdays: Aug6, 13, 20,27 4 pm-6 pm
Saturdays: Aug 8, 15, 22,29 2pm-4 pm

Contact: Carmen Minch at 510-792-0222 ext. 476
or carmen_leong-minch@fws.gov

in previous years

Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse Surveys

Connections to Pier Fishing

Dumbarton Fishing Pier in Fremont

Volunteers are needed to lead groups from station to
station. We are also looking for volunteers experienced
with rigging and/or rod and reel operation. At the rigging
station volunteers will help people use the clinch knot to
tie on their surf leader and attach a sinker. The rod and
reel operation station will teach people how to operate
the rod and reel.

Training: Can be provided

Date and Hours: Saturday June 13 from 8 amto 1 pm

Photos from Connection  Contact: Carmen Minch at 510-792-0222 ext. 476
‘| to Pier Fishing events

or carmen_leong-minch@fws.gov

San Pablo Bay NWR

Surveys are conducted by Meg Marriott, Wildlife Biologist for San Pablo Bay NWR and Marin Islands NWR.
Evening sessions involve setting and baiting the traps, and morning sessions involve checking traps and recording

i oY

data on any small mammals captured. If interested contact Meg at Meg_Marriott@fws.gov

§JUNE (Sonoma Creek Marsh)

JULY (Lower Tubbs Island)

§June 22 pm:
:June 23 am:
§June 23 pm:
:June 24 am:
§June 24 pm:
: June 25 am:

meet at 3:00pm (back to Refuge by 9:00pm)
meet at 5:15am (back to Refuge by 8:15am)
meet at 5:00pm (back to Refuge by 9:00pm)
meet at 5:15am (back to Refuge by 8:15am)
meet at 5:00pm (back to Refuge by 9:00pm)
meet at 5:15am (back to Refuge by 9:30am)

| AUGUST (Tubbs Setback)

: August 18 pm: meet at 3:00pm (back to Refuge by 8:45pm)
éAugust 19 am: meet at 6:00am (back to Refuge by 9:30am)
: August 19 pm: meet at 4:00pm (back to Refuge by 8:45pm)
August 20 am: meet at 6:00am (back to Refuge by 9:30am)
: August 20 pm: meet at 4:00pm (back to Refuge by 8:45pm)
éAugust 21 am: meet at 6:00am (back to Refuge by 10:30am)

July 20 pm:
July 21 am:
July 21 pm:
July 22 am:
July 22 pm:
July 23 am:

meet at 4:00pm (back to Refuge by 9:00pm)
meet at 5:30am (back to Refuge by 8:15am)
meet at 5:00pm (back to Refuge by 9:00pm)
meet at 5:30am (back to Refuge by 9:30am)
meet at 5:00pm (back to Refuge by 9:00pm)
meet at 5:30am (back to Refuge by 9:30am)

SEPTEMBER (Strip Marsh West and CDFW)

Sept 15 pm:
Sept 16 am:
Sept 16 pm:
Sept 17 am:
Sept 17 pm:
Sept 18 am:

meet at 4:00pm (back to Refuge by 8:00pm)
meet at 6:15am (back to Refuge by 9:30am)
meet at 5:00pm (back to Refuge by 8:00pm) :
meet at 6:15am (back to Refuge by 9:30am)
meet at 5:00pm (back to Refuge by 8:00pm) :
meet at 6:15am (back to Refuge by 10:00am)



VVolunteer Opportunities at the EEC:
Volunteer Requirements Interpretive Program Volunteers /—
e You must attend a volunteer orientation Come help out with e \/’
e You must attend the scheduled trainings Saturday and Sunday 7 _

* You must meet the age requirements for the program

g ) g i interpretive programs, or present
* Volunteer Applications provided at Orientation

one of your very own. We offer a wide variety of
programs (see our Weekend Program Flyer) and are
Restoration Project Volunteers always looking for new ideas and faces to share our
mission of wildlife conservation and pollution prevention.

Volunteers are needed to work on the EEC’s ecotone

habitat restoration project. In the fall and winter Training: Volunteer orientation, requires attending three
volunteers plant natives, and in the spring and summer weekend programs of your choice and one interpretive
volunteers pull various invasive species to ensure that the guide training class

native plants have a chance to thrive! :

- _ _ : EEC Volunteer Orientation Dates
Training: Volunteer orientation and :

on-the-job training ¢ If you have an interest in wildlife and their :
Additional Requirements: § Conservation, enjoy working Wlth people, S .........................................
Individuals and groups of all ages : and are enthusiastic and dependable, the : Field Trip Docents

; : Environmental Education Center’s :
are welcome who can do physical : Voluntear P < f | A : The EEC offers two environmental
work, primarily outdoors olunteer Program is for you! As a :

Hours: Tuesday, 9:30 am — 2:00 pm volunteer, you'll receive on-the-job training education programs: Wetland Round

.................. o ........... fromstaffand other volunteersinthe :up (st-5th) and Living Wetlands
project area you choose. : (5th-12th). Docents will gain

experience in environmental

: quarter for a one year commitment
:Hours: Weekends

Weekend Information Desk

: Volunteer orientations meet in the auditori- :

Volunteers are needed to answer : um of the Environmental Education Center : education and public speaking, and
visitor questions, answer phones, ~ : in Alviso from 11:00 am — 12:00 pm. : will be responsible for managing and
and check out our discovery packs Saturday, June 13th Ieading groups °f s.tudents through
and binoculars to interested visitors. : Tuesday, June 23rd : educational activities.
.. ) ) ] Tuesday, July 7th S Trainine- ; :
Training: Volunteer Orientation and a : v, WY : Training: Volunteer Orientation and
; Sunday, July 19th

four week training course, one half
Additional Requirements: Two half =ccccooveveiiii : day per week
Additional Requirements: Volunteer

days per month for a six-month commitment
Hours: Shifts are from 10:00 am — 1:30 pm and season is from September to mid-June. Two full days per
5

1:30 pm — 5:00 pm on Saturdays and Sundays as needed Month for a six-month commitment —
Hours: Programs are on an as-needed basis,

generally Mondays-Thursdays,
9:30am-1:30 pm.

one hour information desk training : Tuesday, August 18th

Citizen Scientists Plant and Bird Monitoring
program

Help us monitor our native plants’ life phases and
observe the birds in our restoration site to contribute to
the national monitoring networks.

Training: On-the job-training
Additional Requirements: Ages 15 and up
Hours: Flexible

Questions? Please contact Julie Kahrnoff at 408-262-5513 ext. 104 or julie.kahrnoff@sfbws.com



Introduction to Interpretation | - EEC

Thursday, July 9, 6:00 pm —9:00 pm

Want to give public programs on the refuge? This
introductory training is a critical first step! Learn (or be
refreshed in) the “how to” basics of giving public
programs using Interpretation. My goal is to get you
prepared to deliver effective and meaningful programs
while having fun.

RSVP: Jennifer Heroux at 510-792-0222 ext. 139 or
Jennifer_heroux@fws.gov

Communicating Climate Change - EEC
Thursday, July 30, 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Looking for ways to incorporate climate change into
your current education or interpretive programs? Or just
interested in communication techniques on climate
change for a wide range of audiences? Ranger Jose
Garcia and Interpretive Specialist Julie Kahrnoff will
discuss the trends in public opinion on climate change
and the impacts with a focus on coastal climate impacts
and how Californians view them. In addition, you will
gain effective skills for engaging the public to make an
effective call to action.

RSVP: http://climateeec2.eventbrite.com

Salt Pond Docent Training - EEC
Saturday, Aug 8, 1:00 pm —2:00 pm

Want to become a volunteer, or update your training?
Come to a Salt Pond Restoration Docent Volunteer
Training class, where Park Ranger Joseph Garcia will
teach you the volunteer process and what new changes
are taking place within the park. Call 510-792-0222 ext.
141 for more information.

RSVP: http://spdocent.eventbrite.com

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Don Edwards San Francisco Bay
National Wildlife Refuge

Training Opportunities
for Volunteers

These training opportunities are open to all
San Francisco Bay National Wildlife
Refuge Complex Volunteers.

Please register online with the link provided.

Future Training to watch for:

Crafting Meaningful Programs

It’s time to take your public programs to the next level!
Whether you have just started giving public programs or
have been at it for years, learn how to make them more
meaningful by using interpretive themes, goals and
objectives (T,G,0). Once you start using T,G,Os, you'll
notice how much more impact you have on your
audience! If you do not have basic training or experience
in interpretation, you will need to complete an online
training (free) before attending class.

Delivering Guided Walks

Do you deliver guided walks at the refuge? Do you want
to deliver walks? Then this is the training for you! We'll
build off of previous interpretive skills and learn to apply
them to guided walks. If you do not have basic training
or experience in interpretation, you will need to
complete an online training (free) before attending this
class. My goal is to get you prepared to deliver effective
and meaningful programs while having fun!

Field Trip to Antioch
September 2015 TBA

Questions? Please contact Julie Kahrnoff at 408-262-5513 ext. 104 or julie.kahrnoff@sfbws.com
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Fall Interpretation Course

NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCE
INTERPRETATION
PARK MANAGEMENT COURSE 15B

Be one of the first to sign up!

* First course of its kind offered in Santa Clara County that pairs the National Association
for Interpretation (NAI) Certified Interpretive Guide (CIG) with the UC Extension California
Naturalist Certification.

* A fun and fast paced course that provides the opportunity for professional certifications®.

* Build a great resume and become a more desirable candidate to work or volunteer for
public land agencies or environmental education organizations.

To learn more about these unigue certifications visit:
http://calnat.ucanr.edufAbout_the_program
https:/ f'www.interpnet.com/docs/CIG-Flyer.pdf

Who: Anyone interested in California’s remarkable diversity and its rich history; its water resources and
climate change issues; its geology, native plants, and wildlife and who wants to engage the public

by learning interpretation and public speaking skills.

When: Tuesday evenings 6 - 9:15pm, beginning September 1¥ — ending December 15"
plus 5 required Field Trips, Bam-5 prm on these dates: 9/11, 10/16-17 (Fri & Sat), 11/6, 12/4

Where: West Valley College in Saratoga, CA and various Bay Area field locations TBA

How to Register: Online registration at http://www.westvalley.edu/admissions/apply.html.
Course Number: PKMGT 158, Section Number 44249,

{*AN requirements need to be fulfilled and additional fees are required for certifications)




Photo Corner

Volunteer Tooky Campione mans the registration table at
Earth Day on April 18. Held on the SF2 area of Ravenswood
on the southwest side of the Dumbarton Bridge, volunteers
| came out to pick up trash in the area and learn from

program docents about the restoration of the salt ponds.
Thanks go to Facebook for letting the refuge use their
dumpsters for the event!

Trash removal volunteer Marge Kastner
lounging on the job, thinking of opening a
summer rental at pond A5. She’s well on her
way to furnishing it with these four pieces!

Great Blue Heron with fish,

photographed by volunteer

Gregg Aronson

Fremont business Omron STl came out once
again for their annual volunteer day. The 11
employees did a great job, filling the entire
truck bed with invasive French broom. The
French broom areas seem to be much smaller

than they were in previous years, a testament |
to their yearly dedication!



Ralph Nobles

1920—2015

Ralph was a volunteer Farallon Islands
patrol skipper for over 15 years, doing
dozens of patrol runs with his cutter
Starbuck. He was an activist who
often worked to preserve open space
and the bay. Ralph was instrumental
in saving the Bair Island wetlands
from being developed, preserving
them to be later added to the San
Francisco Bay NWR Complex.

Walt Hartinger

1928—2015

Walt enjoyed volunteered with his
wife Pat at the EEC. He helped with
special events and taught Wetland
Round Up Field Trip Workshops. One
of the last projects he worked on
was writing short essays about the
geology and ancient history of the
south bay. These essays are an
important part of the history
display at the EEC. Walt was always
willing to lend a hand, and he will
be missed.

Blake Broadway

1943—2015

Blake was a regular volunteer at the
visitor center desk. He loved to
share his stories about fishing in
Alaska and would bring pictures in to
show us his catches. Because of his
passion for fishing, he was a great fit
for our annual fishing event. He also
helped out at clean-up events
transporting clean-up participants to
hard to reach places.

The Sloughs News was edited by Robyn Boothby with Laura Mello. Contributions came from Gregg
Aronson, Pam Bierce, Julie Kahrnoff, Marge Kastner, Jeff Kirschner, Gerry McChesney, Meg Matrriott,
Carmen Minch, Genie Moore, and Paul Mueller.

You too can become a contributor. Contact Robyn Boothby (510) 792-0222 ext.362,
de.vsintern@gmail.com or Paul Mueller (510) 792-0222 ext. 361, Paul_Mueller@fws.gov.



