STILLWATER REFUGE WATER UPDATE – 2016 
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Staff gauge depth, surface acre readings: 10/7/16

Refuge sanctuary – no hunting! Public access as noted
Duff's    		1.7'	visible from auto tour route pavilion; drying – approx.. 80 ac
Lower Foxtail	3.0'	visible from auto tour route to north; approx. 1100ac.
Doghead    		3.0’	approx. 100 ac.
East Dry **   	2.3'	approx.  250ac.
West Dry    		2.5'	approx. 300 ac.
Cattail**    		1.0'	visible from Division Rd to south; approx. 280ac.
East Alkali    	1.25'	approx. 600ac.
**= no staff gauge; estimate by visual observation of surface area covered by water
Foxtail auto tour route closed 5pm Friday 10/7 to 7am Monday 10/17.

Open wetlands – public hunt area

Goose Lake 		 2.2'    on Navy Cabin Rd. to south; good habitat, duck numbers

S. Nutgrass	Lake	 1.75’  on Navy Cabin Rd to north or off Nutgrass Rd to east. 
Two marked boat launches at each unit. No parking on boats ramps other than to launch or load. 
	
W. Nutgrass		depth not measured, shallow marsh; approx. 80ac.	
Mostly walk-in hunting; non-motorized boats only allowed in this unit. Park only in designated or signed areas.

NOTE:  Staff gauges marked in tenths: i.e. = 1.7 means 1 foot and 7/10 of a foot.  
1/10 of a foot = 1.2” inches. Gauges are located at the deepest part of the wetland units, so average pond depth is less than these readings indicate.  cfs = cubic feet per second is the rate of water flow


WATERFOWL SEASON UPDATE:  General season opens 10/8.  All boat types are allowed in Goose and S. Nutgrass units (airboats, motorized and non-motorized boats). Airboats are required to have a refuge-issued Special Use Permit, available from the refuge office. Call 423-5128 Mon – Fri. West Nutgrass is non-motorized boats only.
All boats should be state-registered and display AIS sticker, available from NV Dept of Wildlife.










Older readings: **********************************************************************************
East Alkali    		1.45'
Cattail  **  		1.2'
West Dry    		3.2'
East Dry ** 		2.5'
Lower Foxtail    	2.8'
Duffs    		2.5' 	Units south of Division Rd are a little high from flow through.
Open wetland areas – hunt division units open to public
Goose    		1.8'	Goose Lake is at a good level; good flow into South Nutgrass will provide 					shallow water shorebird habitat this Fall.
8/23/16
Refuge sanctuary units – no public access
East Alkali    		1.4 ft'
Cattail Lake**   	1.05ft'	visible from auto tour route
West Dry    		2.9ft'
East Dry **   		2.0ft'
Lower Foxtail    	2.65ft'	visible from auto tour route
Doghead    		2.5ft'
Duff's    		2.5ft'	visible from auto tour route
Open wetland areas – hunt division units open to public:
Goose Lake    		1.4ft'

8/19/16		
West Dry    		2.95 ft
East Dry    		  27 inches
East Alkali   		1.25 ft
Cattail    		1.1 ft
Lower Foxtail   		2.5 ft
Doghead    		2.9 ft
Duff's   			2.5 ft
Goose Lake    		1.25 ft


8/9/16
East Alkali    		1.35ft
Cattail **    		1.05ft
West Dry    		2.65ft
East Dry **  		  22 inches
Lower Foxtail   	 	2.45ft
Duff's   		 	2.0ft
Goose lake    1.2'

8/5/16
East Alkali    		1.3'		
Cattail **   		1.1'		visible from auto tour route
West Dry   		2.8'
East Dry**    		24"
Lower Foxtail   	2.5'			visible from auto tour route
Duff's Pond     		1.0'		visible from auto tour route
Goose Lake    		1.25'		no flow to South Nutgrass; view from Division, Nutgrass Rd and 
					Navy Cabin Rd

7/22/16 – 2pm
Refuge sanctuary units – no public access
East Alkali    		1.2'		
Cattail    **		1.2'		visible from auto tour route
West Dry    		2.7'
East Dry**    		23"
Lower Foxtail    		2.6'		visible from auto tour route
Doghead    		2.1'
Duffs pond   		1.9'		visible from auto tour route
Open wetland areas – hunt division units open to public:
Goose Lake   		1.2'		view from Division, Nutgrass, Navy Cabin Rd

7/19/16 – 10am
Refuge sanctuary units – no public access:
East Alkali    			1.1'
Cattail **    			1.3' 	12cfs to Goose, visible from auto tour route
West Dry    			2.8' 	5cfs to Cattail
East Dry **    			20" 	9cfs to Cattail
Lower Foxtail    		2.5'	 visible from auto tour route
Doghead    			2.5' 	4cfs to Goose
Duffs    			1.8’	 visible from auto tour route
Open wetland areas – hunt division units open to public:
Goose Lake    			1.05' 	still no flow to South Nutgrass.

7/15/16 – 3pm
Refuge sanctuary units – no public access permitted;
East Alkali    		1.1'
Cattail  **   		1.3'		
West Dry    		3.0'
East Dry **   		24"
Lower Foxtail    	2.5'		
Doghead    		2.5'
Duff's    		2.1'		
Open wetland areas – hunt division units open to public:
	
Goose Lake    		 .9'		visible from auto tour route
The water should flow into South Nutgrass when Goose goes over 1.0'.

Staff gauge depth readings: 7/12/16  10am
Refuge sanctuary units – no public access permitted;
 Duffs 			2.2’		 visible from auto tour route
 Doghead Pond 	2.5'
 Lower Foxtail 		2.5'		visible from auto tour route
 East Dry** 		25"
 West Dry 		3.0'
 Cattail ** 		1.4'		visible from auto tour route
 East Alkali 		1.0'

Open wetland areas – hunt division units open to public:
 Goose Lake 		  .9		visible from auto tour route



Staff gauge depth readings: 7/8/16 3pm
Refuge sanctuary units – no public access permitted;
Duffs    			2.10’ 	
Doghead   			2.5'
Lower Foxtail   		2.5' 	visible from auto tour route
East Dry **   			24"
West Dry    			3.0’
Cattail   			1.1' 	visible from Division Rd to south
East Alkali    			1.0'

Open wetland areas – hunt division units open to public:
Goose Lake   		 	.95	visible from Division Rd, Nutgrass Rd and Navy Cabin Rd 

Water flow is increasing, temperatures cooling to the 90's. Qater close to flowing into South Nutgrass unit.

Staff gauge depth readings: 7/1/16 10am
Refuge sanctuary units – no public access permitted;
Duff's    			1.7	visible from auto tour route
Doghead    			2.85
Lower Foxtail    		2.45	visible from auto tour route
East Dry **   			20"
West Dry    			2.5
Cattail **   			1.15	visible from Division Rd to south
East Alkali    			1.0

Open wetland areas – hunt division units open to public:
Goose Lake   			1.1	visible from Division Rd to north, Navy Cabin Rd to south

Delivery flows slowed  the past week, seem to be picking up through ST-75. However the Bypass canal is still low. 100F + days causing evaporative loss; flow to Goose is reduced to maintain sanctuary habitat.

Staff gauge depth readings 6/27/16 8 am.
Refuge sanctuary units – no public access permitted;

Duff's 		visible from auto tour route)	1.8'	
Doghead    					1.75' 	Flowing to Division Pond @3.8cfs
Lower Foxtail  visible from auto tour route	2.55	Flowing to Doghead Pond
East Dry    					20"
West Dry    					2.35'	Flowing to Cattail @ 2cfs (there is flow from 										       West to East Dry lakes)
Cattail    	visible from Division Rd 	1.1'  	Flowing to Goose Lake @ 4cfs
East Alkali   					1.0’

Open wetland areas – hunt division units open to public:
Goose Lake 	1.1

Staff gauge depth readings: 6/22/16 8 am.
Refuge sanctuary units – no public access permitted;

Duff's Pond  (visible from auto tour route)	2.5				
Doghead Pond 				2.3 		14 cfs to Goose Lake
Lower Foxtail	(visible from auto tour route)	2.55 		open flow to Doghead 
East Dry  **					4 boards 	1/2" over the boards
West dry 					2.45 		flowing to Cattail & East dry
Cattail 	** (visible from Division Rd. to south)	1.2 		7cfs to Goose Lake 

Open wetland areas – hunt division units open to public:
Goose Lake 	1.0 	1/2" from going over boards to South Nuttgrass.




Staff gauge depth readings: 6/13/16 10:00 am.
Refuge sanctuary units – no public access permitted.

Duff's Pond                  1.7
Upper Foxtail Lake       dry – visible from auto tour route
Lower Foxtail Lake       2.3 – visible from auto tour route
East Dry Lake              30" **
West Dry Lake             2.4
Dog Head Pond           3.1
Cattail Lake                 1.2 ** visible from Division Road to south

Open wetlands areas – hunt division units open to public:
Goose Lake                 0.6


