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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Releases Draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan and Environmental
Assessment for San Diego National Wildlife Refuge

Jamul, Calif. -- The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is seeking public input on a draft plan and accompanying
environmental analysis that will help guide future management of the San Diego National Wildlife Refuge in
southern California. The draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) and draft Environmental Assessment
describes and evaluates four management alternatives for the refuge, which is part of the San Diego National
Wildlife Refuge Complex.

A notice of availability of the draft documents was published in tomorrow’s Federal Register.

The refuge will host a public meeting to discuss the draft CCP and EA on Tuesday, July 15 at Steele Canyon
High School (12440 Campo Road [Highway 94], Spring Valley, CA 91978) from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. The meeting is
an opportunity to ask questions of refuge staff regarding the proposed management alternatives described in
the draft CCP and the adequacy of the environmental analysis. When finalized, the CCP will guide
management decisions at the refuge for the next 15 years.

The draft CCP and EA are available on the refuge’s website at:
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/San_Diego/what_we_do/conservation.html. The draft documents can also be
viewed at the Bonita-Sunnyside Branch Library, Rancho San Diego Branch Library, Spring Valley Branch Library,
and Carmel Valley Library. Information on how to obtain a CD containing the draft CCP/EA is also available on
the San Diego NWR website.

The refuge will accept written comments from the public until Monday, August 18, 2014, on the draft CCP/EA
and accompanying draft Compatibility Determinations, draft Integrated Pest Management Plan, and draft
Feral Pig Monitoring and Eradication Plan. Information on how and where to provide comments is provided at
the San Diego NWR website.

The San Diego NWR was established in 1996 to protect, manage, and restore habitats for federally listed
endangered and threatened species and migratory birds, and to maintain and enhance the biological diversity
of native plants and animals. Acquisition of the lands included within the refuge represents the federal
government’s contribution to the San Diego Multiple Species Conservation Program (MSCP). As of August
2013, the refuge consisted of approximately 11,537 acres with 11,477 acres included within the Otay-
Sweetwater Unit and 60 acres included within the Del Mar Mesa Vernal Pool Unit.



A total of 16 species currently listed as threatened or endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act
and/or the California Endangered Species Act are known to occur on the refuge or have occurred here within
the last 20 years. At least 35 species covered by the San Diego MSCP have been documented on the refuge;

and critical habitat for 11 listed species as been designated within the refuge boundaries.

For additional information regarding the draft CCP/EA, public comment process, and the upcoming public
meeting contact Victoria Touchstone, Refuge Planner, at 619/476-9150 extension 103.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish,
wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and
trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and
natural resources, dedicated professionals, and commitment to public service. For more information on our
work and the people who make it happen, visit http://www.fws.gov/cno. Connect with our Facebook page,
follow our tweets, watch our YouTube Channel, and download photos from our Flickr page.
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