Increasing Goose Populations and Their
Potential Impacts to Wetland Habitat
In the Sacramento Valley
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The Central Valley
supports 50-65 % of the
Pacific Flyway’s
wintering waterfowl
populations




Existing Wetlands
(~206K acres)

are comprised of
2/3 Private and 1/3
Public Lands...

CALIFORNIA’S
CENTRAL
VALLEY
WETLANDS

B Existing Wetlands

B Wetlands present
during late 1800’s







“Recent” Goose Population Trends

In the 1970s and early 1980s, Pacific Flyway goose
populations had declined to all-time low levels

Since then, more restrictive hunting regulations and habitat
management actions were implemented, and most population:
have responded positively

Currently, most goose populations in the Flyway and Sacrame
Valley have increased or are stable

Some species have had dramatic shifts in distribution within or
away from the Sacramento Valley




WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE
PACIFIC FLYWAY

Bl Breeding Grounds
Fall Staging/Migration Corridors
Wintering Grounds
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Ross' Goose Population




Wrangel Island, Russia
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Managing Waterfowl Depredation on
Agricultural Crops in the Central Vallev
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Takehome Messages

* Increasing goose pops. have resulted In
consumption of more wetland vegetation,
primarily bulrushes

Too much bulrush can still create poor

habitat conditions, but less of need to treat
now because of the geese...and maybe a
need to encourage it In some areas

Some bulrush is good, providing cover,
escape areas, roosting, and nesting habitats
for a variety of species







