
For more information, visit our website at www.fws.gov/refuge/Sacramento/ForEducators.html or contact the  

Complex at (530) 934-2801 or lora_haller@fws.gov 

The Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge Complex (Complex) offers free educational opportunities for all ages on 

Sacramento and Colusa NWRs. Please contact staff for special accommodations or to tailor a program for your 

educational group (college, adults, scouts, etc.). 

To receive free admission and reserve an activity, the registration form must be received at least 2 weeks in advance 

and can be submitted starting on August 10. Vehicle entrance passes/confirmations will be mailed beginning in mid-

October. Without the registration form, vehicle passes and activities will not be reserved. To help accommodate all 

groups, please contact the Complex as soon as possible if you need to cancel or reschedule.  

Programs are available Tuesday through Friday and limited Saturdays. The Complex will have 2 interns available to 

lead activities during the week. Staffing will not be known until 1 month prior. Each Complex-led program has a 

maximum of 35 students unless you contact the Complex prior to 

arrival. Many large groups need to be split into 3 smaller groups due to 

their size. In this case, plan to rotate through activities and have a 

group leader lead an activity. We recommend a maximum of 60 

students per trip. We recommend having a 10:1 student to adult ratio. 

This allows the students to have the best experience possible. Please 

fill out a separate form for each day you plan to visit. 

**Transportation grants are available, contact the refuge for info. 
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The following activities are tailored to each grade level to meet some of the core curriculum and Next Generation 

Science Standards. Visit our website for a list of the standards for each program.  

Available for Grades 1-2:  

Chompers and Stompers, Nature’s Nests, Wetland Walk, & Auto Tour 

Available for Grades 3-4: 

Migration Madness, Discovery Room, Wetland Walk, & Auto Tour 

Available for Grades 5-6:  

Who Am I?, Biological Management, Discovery Room, Wetland Walk, 

& Auto Tour 

Available for Grades 7 & up:  

Wetlands, Waterfowl, and Refuges; Biological Management; Wetland 

Walk; & Auto Tour 

Adult Groups: 

Contact the refuge to get a general talk 

by staff tailored to your group, Auto Tour  

Available for Scout Groups: 

Wetland Walk, Auto Tour, Migration 

Madness, Girl Scouts can do some of the 

activities on-site to earn the “In the 

Flyway” Badge 
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Migration Madness (45 min, grades 3-4, R) 

Participate in a migration while learning about the dangers 

along the route.  Map the migration path of snow geese 

and learn how biologists track them.   

Key: 

R=Program led by Refuge staff 

GL=Program could also be  led by your group leader  

Wetland Walk (at least 45 min, any age, R or GL) 

Walk on an accessible trail next to a wetland and learn 

how to use your observation skills to discover the types 

of animals that live in the Refuge and the importance of 

wetlands. Learn how to use binoculars. Typically a .5 

mile walk. 

Who Am I? (45 min, grades 5-6, R) 

Find out which endangered and threatened animals and 

plants call the Complex home and how people have 

affected them in a positive and negative way. 
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Auto Tour (1-1.5 hr, any age, GL only) 

Drive the Sacramento NWR’s 6-mile auto tour and view 

the awe inspiring flocks of waterfowl that migrate to the 

Refuge. Best viewing of large flocks is from Nov – Feb.  

Typically takes 1.5 hours with lunch/stop at the viewing 

platform. Colusa NWR’s 3-mile tour is also available. 

Discovery Room (45 min, grades 3-6, R or GL) 

Visit the Sacramento NWR’s diorama and wildlife 

exhibits. Get an introduction to waterfowl and how they 

compare and contrast by examining mounts, wings, 

skulls, and more.  

Wetlands, Waterfowl, & Refuges (45 min, grades 7-12, R) 

What is a Refuge and why is it here? Through a 

slideshow, learn why Refuges are an important place 

for wildlife. Then learn to identify some of the common 

species on the Refuge by a hands-on identification of 

bird wings. 

Wild About Wetlands School Kit (45-60 min, K-6) 

This re-useable kit provides students and their 

teachers with 3 weeks of easy-to-use activities and all 

materials needed for hands-on learning about 

wetlands, animals, and habitat restoration. The kit 

serves as a complete unit, as a supplement, or as a 

pre/post field trip lesson. Kit available to groups in 

Glenn and Colusa Counties for 4 weeks. 

Jr. Duck Stamp Outreach Program (60 min, 1-6) 

Have a naturalist come to your classroom and provide 

your students with hands-on science and art with 

lessons about waterfowl, wetlands, and migration. 

Final projects have students creating images that are 

entered in the annual state contest.  

Outreach and Traveling Kits 

Helpful Information: November-February is the best 

time to view large flocks of waterfowl. 

Chompers and Stompers (45 min, grades 1-2, R) 

Do birds have the same beaks or feet? Why or why not? 

Students will learn through a hands-on activity about the 

“tools” birds use to help them survive in their 

environment.  

Nature’s Nests (45 min, grades 1-2, R) 

Learn about the lifecycle birds and their nesting process. 

Look at eggs and nests to determine where they live. 

Search for nests and the materials birds use, then build 

your own nest. 

Visit our website to see how these programs meet some of 
the core curriculum science state standards! 
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Sacramento/ForEducators.html 

Biological Management (at least 90 min, grade 5 +, R) 

The students become refuge biologists as they split into 

groups to learn about techniques used to manage 

waterfowl populations. Students will learn about 

diseases affecting waterfowl and see specimens, count 

macroinvertebrates, and conduct a bird and plant survey.  

Monarchs and Milkweed (~45 min, K-6) 

Have a naturalist come to your classroom and learn 

about monarchs, milkweed, migration, and their 

decline in numbers. Receive milkweed seeds. 

Have a naturalist come to your classroom and provide your 

students with hands-on science. Programs are offered 

Tuesday-Friday. Available in Glenn, Colusa, and Butte 

Counties. Programs can be tailored for scouts, high school, 

and after-school groups! 


